Papers Relating to the 

Foreign Relations 

of the 

United States 

1930 


(In Three Volumes) 

Volume I 





'ALLEGH^fY BRAKG9I 


United States 

Government Printing Office 
Washington : 1945 




1 


Publications of the 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
Division of International Law 
Washington 


DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES CONCERNING THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE LATIN-AMERICAN NATIONS 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

CONCERNING 


HE INDEPENDENCE OF THE 

LATIN-AMERICAN NATIONS 

z'cTinz 

V\a\ 

c. 

SELECTED AND ARRANGED BY 

WILLIAM R. MANNING, Ph.D. 

Division of Latin-American Affairs 
Department of State 


Author of The Nootka Sound Controversy; of Early Diplomatic 
Relations Between the United States and Mexico, and 
Editor of Arbitration Treaties Among 
the American Nations 


VOLUME III 

CONTAINING PARTS VIII TO XIV 
DOCUMENTS 7SS-1191 


NEW YORK . 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY-'-^ESS f': 

AMERICAN BRANCH: 35 WesVj^ Stkeet 
LONDON, TORONTO. MELBOURNE,'AND SOMBAY 

1925 '■ 



COPYRIGHT 1926 
BY THE 

CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR HSfTERNATIONAL PEACE 



PRINTED UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

: ^TlTHE Rl5mORD PRESS, CONCORD, N. H. 



CONTENTS 


Part I.— 
Part II.— 


Part III.—i 
Part IV.— 
Part V.—' 
Part VI.— 
Part VII.—< 


Part VIII.—' 
Part IX.— 
Part X.— 
Part XL— 
Part XII.— 
Part XIII.— 
Part XIV.—< 


Volume I 

PAGE 

Communications from the United States... l 

■Communications from Argentina. 317 

Volume II 

Communications from Brazil. 667 

Communications from Central America. 869 

Communications from Chile. 893 

•Communications from (Great) Colombia. 1141 

Communications from France. 1369 

Volume III 

Communications from Great Britain. 1429 

Communications from Mexico. 1591 

Communications from the Netherlands. 1709 

Communications from Peru. 1717 

Communications from Russia. 1849 

Communications from Spain. 1889 

Communications from Uruguay. 2173 


Each volume contains a detailed list of the documents included therein. 


246834 

















LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 
_ Part VIII. —Communi cations from Great Britain 

No. From To Date 



755 John Spear Smith, 

U. S. Charg6 d’Af¬ 
faires at London 

756 Jonathan Russell, 

U. S. Charge d’Af- 
faires at London 

757 Same 

758 John Quincy Adams, 

U. S. Minister to 
Great Britain 

759 Same 

760 Same 

761 Same 

762 Richard Rush, U. S. 

Minister to Great 
Britain 

763 Same 

764 Same 

765 Same 

766 Same 

767 Same 

768 Same 

769 Same 

770 Same 

771 Same 

772 Same 

773 Same 

774 Same 

775 Colonel Yrisarri, 

Envoy of Chile to 
Europe and the 
U. S. 

776 Richard Rush, U. S. 

Minister to Great 
Britain 

777 Same 

778 Same 

779 Same 

780 Same 


Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, 
Sec. of State 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Colonel Yrisarri, Envoy 
of Chile to Europe 
and the U. S. 

John Quincy Adams, 
Sec. of State 

Same 

Same 

Same 


Feb. 3,1812 1432 

Jan. 22, 1816 1432 

Feb. 8,1816 1435 

March 30, 1816 1436 

April 30, i8i6 1439 

March 21, 1818 1440 

April 20, i8i8 1442 

July 25, 1818 1443 

Aug. 3, 1818 1445 

Nov. 20, 1818 1449 

Feb. 15, 1819 1450 

March 22, 1819 1454 

May 14, 1819 1455 

July 21, 1819 1456 

Aug. 24, 1819 1456 

Sept. 17, 1819 1458 

Oct. 5, 1819 1458 

Oct. 15, 1819 1459 

Nov. 3, 1819 1460 


Nov. 6, 1819 1461 

Nov. 10, 1819 1461 

July 20, 1820 1463 

April 22, 1822 1464 

May 6, 1822 1465 


X 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 

Part VIII. —Communications from Great Britain {Continued) 


\ 

Doc. 

No. 

From 

To 

Date 

Page 

781 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

June 10, 1822 

1467 

782 

Same 

Same 

June 24, 1822 

1468 

783 

’ Same 

Same 

July 24, 1822 

1468 

784 

Same 

Same 

July 26, 1822 

1472 

785 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 27, 1822 

1473 

786 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 12, 1822 

1474 

787 

Same 

Same 

March 20, 1823 

1475 

788 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 19, 1823 

1475 

789 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Aug. 20, 1823 

1478 

790 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

George Canning, Sec, of 
State for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Great Britain 

Aug. 23; 1823 

1479 

791 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Aug. 23, 1823 

1480 

792 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Aug. 23, 1823 

1482 

793 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

George Canning, Sec. of 
State for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Great Britain 

Aug. 27, 1823 

1482 

794 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Aug, 28, 1823 

1483 

795 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Aug. 31, 1823 

1485 

796 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Sept. 8, 1823 

i486 

797 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 19, 1823 

1487 

798 i 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 2, 1823 

1494 

799 

Prince de Polignac, 
French Ambassador 
to Great Britain 

Conference with Mr. 
Canning, Sec. of State i 
for Foreign Affairs of i 
Great Britain i 

Oct. 9 to 12, 1823 

1495 

800 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Oct. 10, 1823 

1500 

8oi 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 26, 1823 

1503 




LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 


XI 


Part VIII.—Communications from Great Britain { Continued ) 


Doc. 

No. 

* From 

To 

Date 

Page 

802 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Richard Rush, U. S 
Minister to Great 

Britain 

Dec. 13, 1823 

1506 

803 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1507 

804 

Conde de Ofalia, 

Spanish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 

Sir William k Court, 
British Minister to Spain 

Dec. 26, 1823 

1507 

805 

Mr. Planta, of the 
British Foreign Ofhce 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 

Britain 

Dec. 26, 1823 

1509 

806 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

George Canning, Sec. of 
State for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Great Britain 

Dec. 27, 1823 

1509 

807 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1510 

808 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Same 

1510 

809 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 6, 1824 

1513 

810 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 16, 1824 

1514 

811 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

William k Court, British 
Minister to Spain 

Jan. 30, 1824 

1515 

812 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Feb. 9, 1824 

1519 

813 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

March 4, 1824 

1522 

814 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

George Canning, Sec. of 
State for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Great Britain 

March 5, 1824 

1523 

815 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

March 6, 1824 

1523 

816 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Same 

June 30, 1824 

1524 

817 

Same 

Same 

July 10, 1824 

1525 

818 

Same 

Same 

July 31, 1824 

1526 

819 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 30, 1824 

1527 

820 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 18,1825 

1528 

821 

Francisco de Zea Ber¬ 
mudez, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of 
Spain 

His Britannic Majesty's 
Charge d’Affaires at 
Madrid 

Jan. 21, 1825 

1530 


Part VIII. —Communications from Great Britain {Continued) 


Doc. 

No. 

From 

To 

Date 

Page 

822 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Feb. 5, 1825 

1537 

823 

Count Lieven, Russian 
Ambassador to 

Great Britain 

George Canning, Sec. of 
State for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Great Britain 

March 2, 1825 

1538 

824 

Prince Esterhazy, 
Austrian Ambassa¬ 
dor to Great Britain 

Same 

March 3» 1825 

1540 

825 

Baron de Maltzahn, 
Prussian Minister to 
Great Britain 

Same 

March 4, 1825 

1541 

826 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Chevalier de los Rios, 
Spanish Minister to 
Great Britain 

March 25, 1825 

1541 

827 

Richard Rush, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

March 26, 1825 

1547 

828 

Same 

Same 

April 4, 1825 

1548 

829 

Same 

Same 

April 12, 1825 

1550 

830 

Same 

Same 

May 2, 1825 

1551 

831 

John Adams Smith, 

U. S, Charge d’Af- 
faires ad interim at 
London 

Same 

July 10, 1825 

1552 

832 

Rufus King, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Same 

Aug. 9, 1825 

1552 

833 

Same 

Same 

Aug. II, 1825 

1557 

834 

John Adams Smith, 

U. S. Charg6 d'Af¬ 
faires ad interim at i 
London 

Same 

Aug. 13, 1825 

1561 

835 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Rufus King, U. S. 

Minister to Great 

Britain 

Aug. 21, 1825 

1561 

836 

Rufus King, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Aug. 24, 1825 

1563 

837 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 4, 1825 

1564 

838 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Rufus King, U. S. Min¬ 
ister to Great Britain 

Sept. 8, 1825 

1565 

839 

Rufus King, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

' Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Sept. 13, 1825 

1567 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III xiii 


Part VIII. —Communications from Great Britain {Continued) 


Doc. 

No. 

From 

To 

Date 

Page 

840 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs 

Rufus King, U. S. Min¬ 
ister to Great Britain 

Sept. 15, 1825 

1568 

841 

Rufus King, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Sept. 18, 1825 

1569 

842 

Same 

George Canning, Sec. of 
State for Foreign 

Affairs of Great 

Britain 

Sept. 21, 1825 

1570 

843 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Sept. 26, 1825 

1571 

844 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 12, 1825 

1571 

845 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 29, 1825 

1572 

846 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 12, 1825 

1573 

847 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 14, 1825 

1574 

848 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 5, 1825 

1575 

849 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 21, 1825 

1576 

850 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 25, 1825 

1576 

8SI 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Rufus King, U. S. Min¬ 
ister to Great Britain 

Jan. 10, 1826 

1577 

852 

Rufus King, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

George Canning, Sec. of 
State for Foreign 

Affairs of Great 

Britain 

Jan. 12, 1826 

1578 

853 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Jan. 12, 1826 

1579 

854 

George Canning, Sec. 
of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great 
Britain 

Rufus King, U. S. Min¬ 
ister to Great Britain 

Jan. 13,1826 ^ 

1579 

855 

Rufus King, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Jan. 14, 1826 

1580 

856 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 21, 1826 

1581 

857 

Albert Gallatin, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Same 

Oct. 16, 1826 

1582 

858 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 16, 1826 

1583 

859 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 22, 1826 

1585 

860 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 30, 1826 

1586 

861 

Same 

James Brown, U. S. 
Minister to France 

Feb. 2, 1827 

1587 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 


Part VIII. —Communications from Great Britain {Continued') 


Doc* 

No. 

From 

To 

1 Date 


862 

Albert Gallatin, U. S. 
Minister to Great 
Britain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Feb. 5, 1827 


863 , 

William Beach Law¬ 
rence, U. S. Charge 
d’Affaires at London 
ad interim 

Same 

Aug. 14, 1828 



Part IX. —Communications from Mexico 


Doc. 

No. 

From 

To 

Date 


864 

Francisco Mariano 

Sora, Mexican 

Curate, and Jose 
Bernardo Gutierrez, 
Mexican Lieutenant 
Colonel 

James Monroe, Sec. of 
State 

Sept. 27, 1811 

IS 

865 

Juan Pablo y Anaya, 
Mexican Agent to 
the U. S. 

James Madison, Presi¬ 
dent of the U. S. 

March 18, 1815 

IS 

866 

Jose Maria Morelos, 
President of Mexico, 
Jos6 Marfa Linaga 
and Remigio de 

Yarza, Secretary of 
Government 

Same 

July 14, 1815 

X S 

867 

Jos6 Manuel Herrera, 
appointed Mexican 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

March i, 1816 

xS 

868 

James Smith Wilcocks, 
subsequently U. S. 
Consul at Mexico 

City 

John Quincy Adams, Sec. 
of State 

Oct. 25, 1821 


869 

Jose Manuel Herrera, 
Sec. of State of 
Mexico 

Same 

Nov. 30, 1821 

i <3 

870 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 24, 1822 

16 

871 

Iturbide 

Letter of credence to 

Jos6 Manuel Zozaya, 
Mexican Minister to 
the U. S. 

Sept. 25, 1822 

i€ 

872 

Jose Manuel Zozaya, 
Mexican Minister to 
the U. S. 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

April 4, 1823 [?] 

XC 

873 

T. Reilly, TJ. S. Vice 
Consul at Vera Cruz 

Same 

Oct. 2 & 3, 1823 

xe 




LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 


XV 


Part IX.—Communications from Mexico {Continued) 


Doc. 

No. 

From 

To 

Date 

Page 

874 

T. Reilly, U. S. Vice 
Consul at Vera Cruz 

Commodore David Porter, 
commanding U. S. 
Squadron at Thomp¬ 
son’s Island 

Oct. 4, 1823 

1618 

875 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State j 

Oct. 13, 1823 

1619 

876 

William Taylor, U. S. 
Consul for Vera Cruz 
and Alvarado 

Same 

Oct. 25, 1823 

1620 

877 

Same 

Same 

March 29, 1824 

1620 

878 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 20, 1824 

1621 

879 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

April 8, 1825 

1621 

880 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

James Smith Wilcocks, 

U. S. Consul at Mexico 

May 15, 1825 

1622 

881 

Address of Guadalupe 
Victoria, President of 
Mexico 

British Charge d’Affaires 

May 31, 1825 

1623 

882 

Address of Joel Roberts 
Poinsett, U. S. 
Minister to Mexico 

Guadalupe Victoria, 
President of Mexico 

June I, 1825 

1623 

883 

Reply of Guadalupe 
Victoria, President 
of Mexico 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 

Mexico 

Same 

1625 

884 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

June 4, 1825 

1626 

885 

Same 

Same 

June 15, 1825 

1626 

886 

Lucas Alaman, Sec. of 
State of Mexico 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 

Mexico 

Aug. 16, 1825 

1628 

887 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

Lucas Alamin, Sec. of 
State of Mexico 

Aug. 17, 1825 

1629 

888 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec of State 

Same 

1630 

889 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 21, 1825 

1631 

890 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 22, 1825 

1632 

891 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 24, 1825 

1633 

892 

Same 

Rufus King, U. S. Min¬ 
ister to Great Britain 

Oct. 10, 1825 

1634 

893 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

Oct. 12, 1825 

1636 

894 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 29, 1825 

1640 

895 

Guadalupe Victoria, 
President of Mexico 

John Quincy Adams, 
President of the U. S. 

Transmitted 

Nov. I, 1825 

1641 

896 

Pablo Obregon, Mexi¬ 
can Minister to the 

U. S. 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Nov, 3, 1825 

1642 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 


Part IX.—Communications from Mexico {Continued) 


Doc. 

No. 

From 

..... .. 

To 

Date 





897 

William Taylor, U. S. 
Consul for Vera Cruz 
and Alvarado 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

Nov. 18, 1825 

898 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

Same 

Dec. 2, 1825 

899 

William Taylor, U. S. 
Consul for Vera Cruz 
and Alvarado 

Same 

Dec. 7, 1825 

900 

Pablo Obregon, Mexi¬ 
can Minister to the 

U. S. 

Same 

Jan. 4, 1826 

901 

Sebastian Camacho, 

Sec. of State of 
Mexico 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 

Mexico 

Jan. 13, 1826 

902 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

1 Sebastiin Camacho, Sec. 
of State of Mexico 

Jan. 14, 1826 

903 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

Jan. 14, 1826 

904 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 28, 1826 

905 

Same 

Same 

Feb. I, 1826 

906 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 25, 1826 

907 

Same 

Same 

March 8, 1826 

908 

Same 

Same 

March 18, 1826 

909 

Same 

Same 

April 8, 1826 

910 

Same 

Same 

May 6, 1826 

911 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 15, 1826 

912 

Same 

Same 

March 28, 1827 

913 

Same 

Same 

May 12, 1827 

914 

Same 

Same 

June 16, 1827 

915 

Same 

Same 

June 20, 1827 

916 

Same 

Same 

July 8, 1827 

917 

Same 

Same 

April 24, 1828 

918 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 28, 1828 

919 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 5, 1828 

920 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 30, 1828 

921 

Same 

Martin Van Buren, Sec. 
of State 

March 10, 1829 

922 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

Same 

Aug. 7, 1829 

923 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 9, 1829 








LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 


XVll 


Part IX.—Communications from Mexico { Continued ) 


Doc. 

No, 

From 

To 

Date 

' Page 

924 

George Prager> U. S. 
Vice Consul at 
Tampico 

Martin Van Buren, 

Sec. of State 

Aug. 10, 1829 

1699 

925 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

Same 

Aug. 22, 1829 

1700 

926 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 2, 1829 

1701 

927 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 22, 1829 

1702 

928 

Jos6 Marfa de Bocane- 
gra, Sec. of State of 
Mexico 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

Same 

1702 

929 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
U. S. Minister to 
Mexico 

Martin Van Buren, 

Sec. of State 

Oct. 2, 1829 

1 1704 

930 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 14, 1829 

1705 

931 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1706 

932 

George R. Robertson, 

U. S. Consul at 
Tampico 

Same 

Dec. 4, 1829 

1706 

933 

Jose Maria Tornel, 
Mexican Minister to 
the U. S. 

Daniel Brent, Acting 
Secretary of State of 
the U. S. 

Aug. 22, 1830 

1707 


Part X.—Communications from The Netherlands 


Doc. 

No. 

From 

To 

Date 

Page 

934 

Alexander H. Everett, 
Charge d’Affaires of 
the U. S. at Brussels 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Jan. 5, 1819 

1711 

935 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 8, 1819 

1711 

936 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 8, 1823 

1712 

937 

Same 

Same 

Jan.12,1824 

1713 

938 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 21, 1824 

1714 

939 

Same 

Same 

March 26, 1824 

1716 

940 

Christopher Hughes, 
Charge d'Affaires of 
the U. S. at The 
Hague 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

July 17, 1826 

1716 







LIST OF DOCUMENTS IN VOLUME III 


Part XI.—Communications f rom Peru 


Doc. 

From 

To 

Date 

Page 

No. 




941 

Statement of W. G. D. 


July I, 1818 

1719 

Worthington, U. S. 
Special Agent to 






Peru, Chile and 
Buenos Aires 




942 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
ex-Agent of U. S. 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Nov. 4, 1818 

1720 

944 

to South America 

Act of Independence 


July 15, 1821 

1729 

of Peru 




945 

John B. Prevost, U. S. 

Same 

Dec. 7, 1821 

1729 

Special Agent to 

Peru, Buenos Aires 
and Chile 





946 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 6, 1822 

1731 

947 

Same 

Same 

March 4, 1822 

1734 

948 

Same 

Same 

April I, 1822 

1735 

949 

Same 

Same 

April 16, 1822 

1736 

950 

Same 

Same 

March 13, 1823 

1737 

951 

Same 

Same 

March 29, 1823 

1739 

952 

Same 

Same 

April 24, 1823 

! 1739 

953 

Same 

Same 

May 15, 1823 

1741 

954 

Same 

Same 

May 27, 1823 

1742 

955 

Same 

Same 

June 29, 1823 

1742 

956 

Same 

Same 

July 10, 1823 

1743 

957 

Same 

Same 

July 21, 1823 

1744 

958 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 10, 1824 

1745 

959 

Same 

Same 

Marcli 13, 1824 

1747 

960 

Same 

Same 

April 4, 1824 

1749 

961 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Same 

May 3, 1824 

1749 

Consul at Lima 




962 

Same 

Same 

June 7, 1824 

1752 

963 

John B. Prevost, U. S. 
Special Agent to Peru, 
Bueno Aires and Chile 

Same 

June 10, 1824 

1754 

964 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Same 

July II, 1824 

1755 

Consul at Lima 




965 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 24, 1824 

1758 

966 

Jos 4 Ramon Rodil, 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Sept. 4, 1824 

1761 


Military and Politi¬ 
cal Governor of the 

Consul at Lima 




Province of Lima 




967 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Jose Ramon Rodil, Mili¬ 

Sept. 6, 1824 

’ 1762 


Consul at Lima 

tary and Political Gov¬ 
ernor of the Province 





of Lima 
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968 

William Tudor, U. S. 
Consul at Lima 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Sept. 18, 1824 

1764 

969 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 27, 1824 

1766 

970 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 17, 1824 

1768 

971 

John B. Prevost, U. S. 
Special Agent to 

Same 

Nov. 9, 1824 

1771 


Peru, Buenos Aires 
and Chile 




972 

William Tudor, U. S. 
Consul at Lima 

Same 

Nov. II, 1824 

1772 

973 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 7, 1824 

1773 

974 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 22, 1824 

1774 

975 

John B. Prevost, U, S. 

Same 

Same 

1775 


Special Agent to 

Peru, Buenos Aires 
and Chile 




976 

William Tudor, U. S. 
Consul at Lima 

Same 

Jan. 8, 1825 

1776 

977 

John B. Prevost, 

Same 

Jan, 10, 1825 

1776 


Special Agent of the 

1 U. S. to Peru, Bue- 





nos Aires and Chile 




978 

Stanhope Prevost 

Same 

Jan. 29, 1825 

1778 

979 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Same 

Feb. 25, 1825 

1778 


Consul at Lima 


980 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

March 21, 1825 

1780 

981 

Same 

Same 

May 26, 1825 

1781 

982 

Same 

Same 

June 4, 1825 

1782 

983 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 24, 1826 

1783 

984 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 23, 1826 

1783 

985 

Same 

Same 

Feb.28, 1826 

1785 

986 

Same 

Same 

April 9, 1826 

1786 

987 

Same 

Same 

April 25, 1826 

1788 

988 

Same 

Same 

May 6, 1826 

1791 

989 

Same 

Same 

May 17, 1826 

1792 

990 

Same 

Same 

June II, 1826 

1798 

991 

Same 

Same 

July 5, 1826 

1799 

992 

Same 

Same 

July 26, 1826 

1800 

993 

Same 

Same 

Aug. I, 1826 

1803 

994 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 24, 1826 

1805 

995 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 25, 1826 

1812 

996 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 8, 1827 

1814 
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997 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

Feb. 3, 1827 

1815 

Consul at Lima 




998 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 21, 1827 

1823 

999 

Same 

Same 

March 23, 1827 

1825 

1000 

Same 

Same 

May 23, 1827 

1831 

1001 

Same 

Same 

June 15, 1827 

1833 

1002 

James Cooley, U. S. 

Same 

Sept. 19, 1827 

1835 


Charge d’Affaires at 
Lima 




1003 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 7, 1827 

1835 

1004 

F. 1 . Mariategui, 

Same 

Nov. 16, 1827 

1837 

Minister of Foreign 
Relations of Peru 





1005 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Same 

Nov. 20, 1827 

1840 

Consul at Lima 




1006 

James Cooley, U. S. 

Same 

Dec. 12, 1827 

1843 


Charge d’Affaires at 
Lima 




1007 

William Tudor, U. S. 

Martin Van Buren, 

Aug. I, 1829 

1844 

ex-Consul at Lima 

Sec. of State 



1008 

Samuel Lamed, U. S. 

Same 

Dec. 15, 1829 

1846 


Charge d’Affaires at 
Lima 
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1009 

William Pinkney, 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sept. 13/25, 

1851 


U. S. Minister to 
Russia 

Sec. of State 

1817 


1010 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 29/Oct. 

1852 




II, 1817 


lOII 

Russian Memorial on 

For communication to 

Nov. 17, 1817 

1853 


the Negotiation rela¬ 

the interested Courts 


tive to the question 

and to the Cabinets of 




of Rio de la Plata, 
and in general, on 
the pacification of 
the Colonies 

the Mediating Powers 



1012 

George W. Campbell, 

John Quincy Adams, 

Dec. 10/22, 

1859 


U. S. Minister to 
Russia 

Sec, of State 

1818 


1013 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 6/18, 1819 

i860 
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1014 

George W. Campbell, 

U. S. Minister to 
Russia 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

April 21/May 

3. 1819 

1862 

1015 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 24/Oct. 

1863 

1016 



6, 1819 

Count Nesselrode, Sec. 

Pierre de Poletica, Rus- 

Nov. 27/Dec. 9, 

1864 


of State for Foreign 

sian Minister to the 

1819’ 


Affairs of Russia 

U. S. 


1017 

George W. Campbell, 

John Quincy Adams, 

Dec. 31, 1819/ 

1864 


U. S. Minister to 
Russia 

Sec. of State 

Jan. 12, 1820 


1018 

Henry Middleton, 

U. S. Minister to 

Same 

July 8/20, 1822 

1866 


Russia 




T019 

Baron de Tuyll, Rus- 

Same 

Oct. 4/16, 1823 

1868 


sian Minister to the 

U. S. 




1020 

Henry Middleton, 

Same 

Feb. s/17, 1824 

1868 


U. S. Minister to 
Russia 




1021 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 7/19, 1825 

1869 

1022 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

April 7/13, 1825 

1870 

1023 

Same 

Count Nesselrode, Sec. of 

July 2/14, 1825 

1873 



State for Foreign 

Affairs of Russia 



1024 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

July 15/27, 

1825 

Aug. 20, 1825 

1874 

1025 

Count Nesselrode, 

Henry Middleton, U. S. 

1875 

Sec. of State for 
Foreign Affairs of 
Russia 

Minister to Russia 







1026 

Henry Middleton, 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

Aug. 27/Sept. 

1877 


U. S. Minister to 
Russia 

State 

8, 1825 


1027 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1877 

1028 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 18/30, 

1878 




1825 

1029 

Same 

Count Nesselrode, Sec. 

Feb. 27/March 

1879 



of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Russia 

II, 1826 


1030 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

Feb. 28/March 

1881 



State 

12, 1826 


1031 ! 

Same 

Same 

July 18/30, 

1881 



1826 


1032 

Same 

Count Nesselrode, Sec. 

Aug. 30, 1826 

1883 


of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Russia 
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1033 

Henry Middleton, 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

Sept. 5/17, 

1884 

U. S. Minister to 
Russia 

State 

1826 



1034 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 8/20, 

1885 



1826 


1035 

Baron de Maltitz, 

Same 

Nov. 18/30, 

1886 

Charge d’Affaires of 
Russia at Wash- 


1826 




ington 


1 
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1036 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 

James Monroe, Sec. of 

Sept. 5,1815 

1891 


Minister to the U. S. 

State 

1037 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 30,1815 

1891 

1038 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 2,1816 

189s 

1039 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 22, 1816 

1897 

1040 

Same 

Same 

March 2, 1816 

1904 

1041 

Same 

Same 

March 25, 1816 

1905 

1042 

George W. Erving, 

Pedro Cevallos, First 

Sept. 26, 1816 

1907 


U. S. Minister to 

Minister of State of 


Spain 

Spain 



1043 

Pedro Cevallos, First 

1 George W. Erving, U. S. 

Oct. 17, 1816 

1908 


Minister of State of 
Spain 

Minister to Spain 

1044 

George W. Erving, 

Pedro Cevallos, First 

Oct. 25, 1816 

1909 


U. S. Minister to 

Minister of State of 


Spain 

Spain 



1045 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 

James Monroe, Sec. of 

Oct. 26, 1816 

1909 


Minister to the U. S. 

State 

1046 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 2, 1817 

1910 

1047 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 15,1817 

1913 

1048 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 16, 1817 

1914 

1049 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1914 

1050 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 10^ 1817 

1915 

ro5i 

Same 

Same 

Feb. II, 1817 

1917 

1052 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 12, 1817 

1918 

1053 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 22,1817 

1919 

1054 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 28, 1817 

1919 
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1055 

George W. Erving, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

March 10, 1817 

1920 

1056 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 
Minister to the 

U. S. 

Richard Rush, Acting 

Sec. of State 

March ii, 1817 

1920 

1057 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

March 15, 1817 

1922 

1058 

Same 

Same 

March 26, 1817 

1923 

1059 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1924 

1060 

Same 

Richard Rush, Acting 

Sec. of State 

March 29, 1817 

1925 

1061 

Same 

Same 

April 4, 1817 

1927 

1062 

Same 

Same 

AprU 5, 1817 

1929 

1063 

George W. Erving, 

U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

April 6, 1817 

1930 

1064 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1932 

1065 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 
Minister to U. S. 

Acting Sec. of State 

April 18, 1817 

1934 

1066 

Same 

Richard Rush, Acting 

Sec. of State 

April 19, 1817 

1935 

1067 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, Sec. 
of State 

July 9, 1817 

1942 

1068 

Jose Pizarro, First Sec. 
of State of Spain 

George W. Erving, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Aug. 17, 1817 

1944 

1069 

George W. Erving, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Jose Pizarro, First Sec. of 
of State of Spain 

Aug. 19, 1817 

1945 

1070 

Same 

John Quincy Adams, Sec. 
of State 

Aug. 27, 1817 

1946 

1071 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1948 

1072 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Sept. 2, 1817 

1949 

1073 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 19, 1817 

1950 

1074 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 2, 1817 

1951 

1075 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1953 

1076 

George W. Erving, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Same 

Jan. 10,1818 

1957 

1077 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Jan. 24,1818 

1 

1959 

1078 

George W. Erving, 

U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Feb. 10,1818 

1961 

1079 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 26, 1818 

1962 

1080 

Same 

Same 

March I,i 8 i 8 

1963 
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io8i 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 
Minister to the U. S. 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

May 7, 1818 

1966 

1082 

Same 

Same 

June 9, 1818 

1967 

1083 

George W. Erving, 

U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Same 

June II, 1818 

1969 

1084 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

July 27, 1818 

1971 

1085 

Same 

Same 

July 28, 1818 

1975 

1086 

George W. Erving, 

U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Same 

Aug. 9, 1818 

1977 

1087 

Luis de Onis, Spanish 
Minister to the U. S, 

Same 

Oct. 24, 1818 

1979 

1088 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 16, 1818 

1980 

1089 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 12, i8i8 

1984 

1090 

George W. Erving, 

U. S, Minister to 
Spain 

Same 

Jan. 4, 1819 

1984 

1091 

Same 

Same 

Feb. II, 1819 

1985 

1092 

John Forsyth, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Same 

Aug. 22, 1819 

1986 

1093 

Same 

Same 

Same 

1987 

1094 

Francisco Dionisio 

Vives, Spanish Min¬ 
ister to the U. S. 

Same 

April 14, 1820 

1988 

1095 

Same 

Same 

April 19, 1820 

1990 

1096 

Same 

Same 

April 24, 1820 

1990 

1097 

Same 

Same 

May 5, 1820 

1992 

1098 

Same 

Same 

May 9, 1820 

1994 

1099 

John Forsyth, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Same 

June 29, 1820 ' 

1995 

1100 

Same 

Same 

July 13, 1820 

1996 

IIOI 

Thomas L. L. Brent, 
Charge d* Affaires ad 
interim of the U. S. 
at Madrid 

Same 

July 10, 1821 

2000 

1102 

John Forsyth, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Same 

Sept. 19, 1821 

2005 

1103 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 17, 1821 

2006 

1104 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 14, 1822 

2006 

1105 

Joaquin de Anduaga, 
Spanish Minister to ; 
the U. S. i 

Same 

March 9, 1822 

2009 
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iio6 

John Forsyth, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

March 21, 1822 

2011 

1107 

Joaquin de Anduaga, 
Spanish Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

April II, 1822 

2012 

1108 

Same 

Same 

April 24, 1822 

2012 

1109 

John Forsyth, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Same 

May 2, 1822 

2013 

IIIO 

Same 

Same 

May 20, 1822 

2014 

iiii 

Same 

Same 

June 23, 1822 

2016 

1112 

Same 

Same 

June 28, 1822 

2022 

1113 

Same 

Same 

July 18, 1822 

2022 

1114 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 26, 1822 

2023 

1115 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 31, 1822 

2024 

1116 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 20, 1822 

2025 

rii7 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 13, 1822 

2028 

1118 

Joaquin de Anduaga, 
Spanish Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Dec. 14, 1822 

2028 

1119 

John Forsyth, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

Same 

Jan. 10,1823 

2030 

1120 

Joaquin de Anduaga, 
Spanish Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

March 6, 1823 

2031 

1121 

Same 

Same 

March 7, 1823 

2032 

1122 

John J. Appleton, 
Charg 4 d’Affaires ad 
interim of the U. S. 
at Madrid 

Same 

March 20, 1823 

2035 

T123 

Same 

Same 

July 9 i 1823 

2038 

1124 

John J. Appleton, 
Charge d’Affaires 
ad interim at Madrid 

Same 

Aug. 6, 1823 

2040 

1125 

William k Court, Brit¬ 
ish Minister to Spain 

Conversation with John 

J. Appleton, U. S. 
Charge d’Affaires ad 
interim at Madrid 

Dec. 7, 1823 

2044 

1126 

Hugh Nelson, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Dec. 18, 1823 

2046 

1127 

Same 

Same 

June 18, 1824 

2047 

1128 

Same 

Same 

July 15, 1824 

2048 

1129 

Francisco Hilario de 
Rivas y Salmon, 
Acting Charge 
d'Affaires of Spain 
at Washington 

Daniel Brent, Acting 

Sec. of State 

Sept. 29, 1824 

2049 


xxvi list of documents in volume III 


Part XIII. —Communications from Spain { Continued ) 


Doc. 

No. 

From 

To 

Date 

Page 

1130 

Hugh Nelson, U. S. 
Minister to Spain 

John Quincy Adams, 

Sec. of State 

Oct. 17, 1824 

2054 

1131 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 22, 1824 

2055 

1132 

Alexander H. Everett, 
U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Aug. 12, 1825 

2056 

1133 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 8, 1825 

2058 

1134 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 25, 1825 

2059 

1135 

Same 

Francisco de Zea Bermu¬ 
dez, First Sec. of State 
of Spain 

Oct. 10, 1825 

2063 

1136 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Oct. 16, 1825 

2065 

1137 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 20, 1825 

2066 

1138 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 21, 1825 

2071 

1139 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 12, 1825 

2072 

1140 

Same 

Same 

Jan. I, 1826 

2073 

1141 

Same 

Duke del Infantado, 

First Sec. of State of 
Spain 

Jan. 20,1826 

2075 

1142 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 26, 1826 

2096 

1143 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Jan. 27, 1826 

2097 

1144 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 3, 1826 

2100 

1145 

Same 

1 Same 

Feb. 8, 1826 

2100 

1146 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 13, 1826 

2103 

1147 

Duke del Infantado, 
First Sec. of State of 
Spain 

Alexander H. Everett, 

U. S. Minister to Spain 

Feb. 14, 1826 

2107 

1148 

Alexander H. Everett, 
U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Feb. 24, 1826 

2107 

1149 

Same 

Same 

March 13, 1826 

2111 

1150 

Same 

Same 

April 5, 1826 

2114 

1151 

Same 

Same 

May 20, 1826 

2118 

1152 

Same 

Duke del Infantado, 

First Secretary of State 
of Spain 

Same 

2119 

1153 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

June 2, 1826 

2120 

1154 

Same 

Frederick Lamb, British 
Minister to Spain 

June 7, 1826 

2127 

1155 

Same 

Same 

June 8, 1826 

2127 
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1156 

Frederick Lamb, 

British Minister to 
Spain 

Alexander H. Everett, 

U. S. Minister to 

Spain 

June 8, 1826 

2128 

1157 

Same 

Same 

June 9, 1826 

2128 

1158 

Alexander H. Everett, 
U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

Same 

2129 

1159 

Same 

Duke del Infantado, 

First Sec. of State of 
Spain 

June 10, 1826 

2130 

1160 

Same 

Marquis de Moustiers, 
French Ambassador to 
Spain 

June 12, 1826 

2131 

1161 

Same 

Frederick Lamb, British 
Minister to Spain 

Same 

2132 

1162 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

Stqtp 

June 25, 1826 

2132 

1163 

Duke del Infantado, 
First Sec. of State of 
Spain 

Alexander H. Everett, 

U. S. Minister to Spain 

July 8, 1826 

2134 

1164 

Alexander H. Everett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

July 13, 1826 

2134 

1165 

Same 

Same 

Sept. I, 1826 

2135 

1166 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 7, 1826 

2137 

1167 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 7, 1827 

2139 

1168 

Same 

Same 

March 31, 1827 

2140 

1169 

Same 

Same 

April 7, 1827 

2141 

1170 

Same 

Same 

April 19, 1827 

2142 

1171 

Same 

Same 

June 9, 1827 

2143 

1172 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 17, 1827 

2146 

1173 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 8, 1827 

2148 

1174 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 12, 1827 

2149 

X175 

Same 

Same 

April 4, 1828 

2152 

1176 

Same 

Same 

April 29, 1828 

2157 

1177 

Manuel Gonzalez Sal- | 
mon, First S&. of 
State of Spain I 

Alexander H. Everett, 

U. S. Minister to Spain 

April, 1828 

2158 

1178 

Alexander H. Everett, 1 
U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Manuel Gonzalez Salmon, 
First Sec. of State of 
Spain 

April 30, 1828 

2159 

1179 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of 

State 

May I, 1828 

2160 

1180 

Same 1 

Same 

June 23, 1828 

2161 
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Ii8i 

Alexander H. Everett, 

U. S. Minister to 
Spain 

Manuel Gonzalez Salmon, 
First Sec. of State of 
Spain 

Dec. 15, 1828 

2162 

1182 

Same 

F. M. de Madrid, Colom¬ 
bian Minister to Great 
Britain 

Dec. 30, 1828 

2163 

1183 

Same 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

Jan. 10, 1829 

2169 
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1184 

General Jose Artigas, 
revolutionary leader 
of Uruguay 

President James Monroe 

Sept. I, 1817 

2175 

1185 

W. G. Miller, U. S. 
Consul at Montevideo 

John Quincy Adams, Sec. 
of State 

April 17, 1821 

2175 

1186 

Same 

Same 

April 18, 1821 

2176 

1187 

Same 

Same 

July 13, 1821 

2177 

1188 

W. G. Miller, U. S. 
Consul at Montevideo 

Same 

July 20,1821 

2183 

1189 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 14,1821 

2184 

1190 

Joshua Bond, U. S. 
Consul at Montevideo 

Henry Clay, Sec. of State 

Feb. 20, 1829 

2186 

1191 

Same 

Martin Van Buren, Sec. 
of State 

Nov. 20, 1830 

2188 














NOTE 


The idiosyncrasies of spelling, punctua¬ 
tion, capitalization and grammar of the 
original manuscript stand uncorrected in 
this print, except in case of manifest and 
inadvertent error, where the correction 
could in nowise affect the sense. 
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John Spear Smithy Charg& d'Affaires of the United States at London^ to James 
Monroe^ Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, October 22, 1811, 

Mr. Stuart, Mr. Morrier [Morier?] & Captain Cockburn are the persons 
appointed by the Prince Regent, for the purpose of reconciling the Spanish 
Colonies in South America, to the Mother Country. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


756 

Jonathan Russell^ Charge d^Affaires of the United States at London^ to James 
Monroef Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, January 14, 1812, 

Sir : I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of 
the 27th of Nov', last.^ . . . 

I shall endeavour to perform the trust committed to me relative to the 
independence of the Provinces of Venezuela in a manner calculated to 
accomplish the wishes of those provinces & the United States without 
compromitting the pacific relations of the latter with other powers. I feel 
it however to be in the existing state of things a delicate undertaking & 
should I defer it until I have a more accurate knowledge of the spirit which 
prevails here in relation to those Provinces I hope the delay will be approved 
by the President. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XVI 1 . John Spear Smith left in charge of legation 
in Great Britain from May 7, 1811, to November 15, i8n. 

2 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XVIII. 

® See above, pt. i, doc. 12, Monroe to Barlow, November 27, 1811, a copy of which also 
went to the legation in London. 
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Jonathan Russell, Charge JAffaires of the United States at London, to Jam< 
Monroe, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, February 3, 1812. 

The persons appointed here as mediators between Spain & her colonf( 
will, I am well informed, immediately proceed to the execution of their trus 
Cap*. Coburn probably leaves England this day for Lisbon with Mr. Ber 
ham on board who goes thither to replace Mr. Stuart. Cap*. Coburn ^ wi 
thence proceed with Mr. Stuart to join Mr. Morier. The object of th: 
mission as far as I can learn is to persuade the Spanish colonies to aid th 
mother country in her present struggle and to promise them new privilege 
immediately —and even to flatter them with independence when this conflic 
is over. Much good is not indeed sanguinely expected from this interfei 
ence but it appears generally to be admitted that the efforts of old Spai 
will cease the moment she is cut off from the resources of the new work 
England will no doubt endeavour to draw from those provinces all the sup 
plies which she possibly can for the aid of her ally during the war & to secur 
for herself the monopoly of their commerce afterwards. If we go to wa 
with England these projects may not be unworthy of attention as we sha^ 
have ample means to render them abortive. 
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John Quincy Adams, United States Minister to Great Britain, to James Monroe 
Secretary of State of the United States ® 

[extract] 

London, January 22, 1816. 

On-the 14th I wrote a Note to Lord Castlereagh, requesting an intervie\ 
with him. On the i8th I received his answer, appointing the 25th to mee 
me, and apologizing for the delay, on account of his being detained in th 
country. The Ratification by the President, of the Commercial Convention 
was received here on the 17th and was published in the Newspapers of th( 
next day, together with the speech of the Chevalier Onis, upon his receptioi 
by the President. It is to be hoped that the restoration of the ordinar 
Diplomatic Relations, between the United States and Spain, will be followec 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XVIII. 

* Cockburn? See above pt, viii, doc. 755. 

3 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XX. 
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by a more conciliatory policy on the part of the latter Power, than she has 
hitherto pursued. The internal administration of Spain has given so much 
disgust to the public feeling of Europe, and particularly of this Country, 
that the British Cabinet itself has in some sort partaken of it. The National 
Sentiment in England is likewise strong in favour of the South Americans; 
and the prevailing opinion is that their Independence would be highly 
advantageous to the interests of this Country. A different and directly 
opposite sentiment is entertained by the Government. Their Disposition 
is decided against the South Americans; but by a political obliquity, not 
without example, it is not so unequivocally, in favour of the mother country. 

In the year 1776, that wise and honest Minister, Mr. Turgot, reported to 
the King of France, that it was for the interest of his kingdom, that the 
insurrection in North America should be suppressed; because the Insurgents 
when subdued, would still be such turbulent and mutinous subjects, that 
it would employ all the force of Great Britain to keep them down; and her 
weakness would make her a peaceable, or at least a harmless neighbour. 
In the month of February 1778, France concluded a Treaty of Commerce, 
and an eventual Treaty of Alliance, with the United States, because they 
were de facto Independent. In the interval between those two periods, 
France was wavering, and temporizing—^With one hand seizing American 
privateers in her Ports, and with the other sending supplies of arms and 
ammunition to America. This is precisely the present situation of Great 
Britain towards Spain. The Cabinet have many other reasons, besides that 
of Mr. Turgot, to secure the good neighbourhood of impotence, for wishing 
that the Insurrection should be suppressed, i. They have a deep-rooted 
and inveterate prejudice, fortified by all the painful recollections of their 
own unfortunate contest, against any revolution by which Colonies are 
emanicipated and become Independent States. 2. They have a forcible 
moral impression, like that of their antipathy to the Slave Trade, that it is 
wrong, to assist or encourage Colonies in the attempt to throw off the yoke 
of their mother Country. 3. They dread the influence of example, and 
always remember how many Colonies they themselves still possess. 4. They 
fear the consequences of South American Independence upon the whole 
system of European Colonial Policy. Their attachment to this has been 
amply displayed, in their anxious and persevering efforts to draw the 
Braganza family back to Lisbon; efforts, well known to you; and which will 
probably yet be successful. 5. The mystic Virtues of Legitimacy. It is 
impossible to write with proper gravity upon this subject. But it has no 
small operation against the South American Independents. 6. And last 
but not least, they look with no propitious eye to the relations which will 
naturally arise between Independent Governments on the two American 
Continents. They foresee less direct advantage to themselves, from a free 
commercial intercourse with South America, than indirect injury, by its 
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tendency to promote the interests of the United States—Perhaps they t 
a period may arise when one of the parties to their struggle, will offer e 
sive advantages and privileges to them as the price of their assist* 
Hitherto they have professed to be neutral, and at one time offered 
mediation between the parties—But they have assisted Ferdinand at 
with money; without which, Morillo’s armament never could have s. 
from Cadiz, and they have suffered all sorts of supplies to be sent tc 
insurgents, from Jamaica. For, as, notwithstanding their inclinations, 
are aware the South Americans may ultimately prove Ae facto Indepenc 
they hold themselves ready to take advantage of the proper momen 
acknowledge them, if it should occur. This is one of the points upon w 
the Opposition are continually urging the Ministry, but hitherto wit! 
effect. 

Should the United States be involved in a War with Spain, whethe: 
acknowledging the South Americans, or from any other cause, we may ‘ 
it for granted that all the propensities of the British Government wil 
against us. Those of the Nation will be so, perhaps in equal degree; fo] 
must not disguise to ourselves that the national feeling against the Un 
States is more strong and more universal than it ever has been. The S 
of Peace instead of being attended by general prosperity is found onb 
have aggravated the burdens of taxation which press upon the Coun 
There is considerable distress weighing chiefly upon the landed intei 
although the accounts which you will see of it, are excessively exaggera 
Enough however is felt to prompt a strong wish for a new War, in a g) 
portion of the community; and there is no Nation with which a War wc 
be so popular as with America. But I have no hesitation in stating 
conviction that the present policy of the Ministry towards America is ir 
pacific than that of the Nation. They are aware of the responsibility wl 
such a War would bring upon them, and are not at this time preparec 
encounter it. Of the cession of Florida, I have not lately heard, bu 
think there is no considerable armed force prepared or preparing to be s 
there either from England or Ireland. The Navy, as I have informed y 
is reduced to a Peace Establishment unusually small, and even the si. 
that are recommissioned cannot be manned, without bounties and impn 
ment. There is a CoP. Stapleton, Secretary to the Commissioners of 
Barrack OlSce, going out in the frigate with Mr. Bagot. He goes to Char 
ton, South Carolina, as he says, on private business of his own. This is 
only symptom I have yet perceived, of a large military expedition to Flori 
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John Quincy Adams, United States Minister to Great Britain, to James Monroe, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

London, February 8, i8i6. 

The tone of struggling irritation and complacency with which this was 
said, induced me to observe that I did not precisely understand what he 
[Lord Castlereagh] intended by this advice of moderation. That the United 
States had no design of encroachment upon their neighbours, or of exercising 
any injustice towards Spain. . . . Instead of an explanation, he replied 

only by recurring to the British policy with regard to Spain. ** You may be 
sure (said he) that Great Britain has no design of acquiring any addition 
to her possessions there. Great Britain has done every thing for Spain. 
We have saved, we have delivered her. We have restored her Government 
to her, and we had hoped the result would have proved more advantageous 
to herself as well as more useful to the world than it has been. We are 
sorry that the Event has not altogether answered our expectations. We 
lament the unfortunate situation of her internal circumstances; owing to 
which we are afraid that she can neither exercise her own faculties for the 
comfort and happiness of the Nation, nor avail herself of her resources for 
the effectual exertion of her Power. We regret this, but we have no disposi¬ 
tion to take advantage of this state of things to obtain from it any exclusive 
privilege for ourselves. In the unfortunate troubles of her colonies in South 
America, we have not only avoided to seek, but we have declined every 
exclusive indulgence or privilege to ourselves. We went even so far as to 
offer to take upon us that most unpleasant and thankless of all offices, that 
of mediating between the parties to those differences. We appointed a 
formal mission for that purpose, who proceeded to Madrid; but there, the 
Court of Spain declined accepting our offer, and we have had the usual 
fortune of impartiality; we have displeased both parties. The Spanish 
Government for not taking part with them against their Colonies, and the 
South Americans for not countenancing their resistance.” ... I told 
him that the policy of the American Government towards Spain, had in 
this particular been the same. They had not indeed made any offer of their 
mediation. The state of their Relations with the Spanish Government, 
could neither have warranted, nor admitted of such an offer. But they have 
observed the same system of impartial neutrality between the parties. They 
have sought no peculiar, or exclusive advantage for the United States, and 
I was happy to hear from him that such was the policy of Great Britain; for 
it might have an influence upon the Views of my own Government, to co¬ 
operate with it”— “I have always, (resumed he) “avowed it to be our 
1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XX. 
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policy, in Parliament. We have never acknowledged the Governments set 
up by the South Americans, because that would not have comported with 
our views of neutrality. But we have not consented to prohibit the com¬ 
merce of our People, with them, because that was what Spain had no right 
to require of us. Our plan, in offering the mediation which Spain rejected 
was that the South Americans should submit themselves^ to the Govern¬ 
ment of Spain, as Colonies, because we thought she had the right to authority 
over them, as the Mother Country. But that she should allow them com¬ 
merce with other nations. Nothing exclusive to us. We neither asked, nor 
would have accepted any exclusive privileges for ourselves. We have no 
little, or contracted policy. But we proposed that Spain should allow ^.liberal 
commercial intercourse between her Colonies and other Nations, similar to 
that which we allow, in our Possessions in India.’’ I then asked him what 
he thought would be the ultimate issue of this struggle in South America? 
whether Spain would subdue them, or that they would maintain their 
Independence? He answered, that every thing was so fluctuating in the 
Councils of Spain, and generally, every thing was so dependent upon Events, 
not to be calculated, that it was not possible to say what the result might be. 
The actual state of things was the only safe foundation for present Policy, 
which must be shaped to Events, as they may happen. ... In closing 
this part of our Conversation, Lord Castlereagh desired me to consider all 
that he had just said with regard to Spain, the situation of her internal 
affairs, and the conduct of her Government, as confidential; it having been 
spoken with the most perfect freedom, and openness; and that if I should 
report it to my Government, I would so state it, I have therefore to request 
that it may be so received. 
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John Quincy Adams^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to James Monroe^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, March 30^ 1816. 

Sir: A few days since, Mr. Del Real, residing here as a Deputy from New 
Grenada called upon me and enquired if I had any knowledge of the arrival 
at Washington of Mr. Peter Gual, in a similar capacity from that Country. 
I told him I had heard generally that there were at Washington, deputies 
from the South American Provinces, but not particularly the name of that 
Gentleman. Mr. Del Real said he knew of his arrival at New York; but 
had not heard from him at Washington. He then enquired what foundation 
1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britaia, XX. 






there was for a rumour generally circulating here, of a rupture between the 
United States and Spain. I knew nothing further than had appeared in the 
English Newspapers. I had heard of a correspondence in December and 
January between the Secretary of State, and the Spanish Minister Onis, 
which had been communicated by the President to Congress, and the sup¬ 
posed substance of which had been published here. It had further been 
said that about the 12th of last month, Mr. Onis had left Washington, and 
that all communication between him and the American Government had 
been broken off. Later accounts equally unauthenticated, contradicted 
this last circumstance, but repeated that Mr. Onis had left Washington 
much dissatisfied. It was impossible for me to say what the real state of 
the Relations, between the United States and Spain were, but as to the 
question of Peace or War, I was persuaded it would depend upon Spain 
herself. If the demands of Mr. Onis, had been such as they were represented, 
the American Government neither would nor could comply with them— 
The present course of Spanish Policy was incomprehensible. If such de¬ 
mands were made, it could not be but with a knowledge that they must, and 
would be refused. In ordinary cases the very making of such demands 
would imply a settled determination of the Power, advancing them to follow 
up the refusal of them by immediate War. If such was the intention of 
Spain, the United States would have no alternative left, but to defend them¬ 
selves. But they had no desire for a War with Spain. As to the South 
American Provinces struggling for their Independence, the general sentiment 
in the United States was certainly in their favour. But the Policy of the 
Government, a Policy dictated equally by their duty to their own Country, 
by their state of amity with Spain, and by their good-will to the South 
Americans themselves, was a strict and impartial neutrality between them 
and Spain. I said by their good-will for the South Americans themselves, 
because the neutrality of the United States was more advantageous to them, 
by securing to them the neutrality also of Great Britain, than any support 
which the United States could give them, by declaring in their favour, and 
making common cause with them, the effect of which probably would be to 
make Great Britain declare against both. He was aware that the popular 
feeling in this country was now favourable to the South Americans. More 
so than the dispositions of the present Ministry. They complied so far with 
the prevailing opinion as to observe a neutrality. But the same popular 
sentiment here, he knew was very strong against the North Americans; and 
if the United States, were openly to join the cause of South America, and 
consequently be engaged in a War with Spain, the British People would 
immediately consider them as the Principals in the contest: all their jealous¬ 
ies, and national antipathies would be enlisted against the common American 
cause, and as they are even now tormented with an uneasy hankering for 
War, which they think would relieve them from their embarrassments. 
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their Ministers would take advantage of these Passions, and engage this 
Nation upon the side of Spain, merely because the United States would be 
on the other side. He said he was perfectly convinced of the justice of these 
observations. I asked him if he had any knowledge of an order in Council, 
lately issued here, prohibiting all British subjects from supplying arms, 
ammunition and warlike stores to the South Americans. He said he had 
not. That the professed system of this Government had always been and 
continued to be neutrality. That they allowed a free intercourse between 
Jamaica and the South American Continent; and had given orders to their 
Admirals on the Station, not to molest the Independent flag, and had re¬ 
fused to deliver up vessels bearing it, which had entered their Ports. But 
whenever applied to for an acknowledgment of the Independent Govern¬ 
ments, they had declined upon the ground of their engagements with Spain. 

I had shortly before had some conversation upon these subjects with 
Count Fernan Nunez, the Spanish Ambassador at this Court, who spoke to 
me, with some courteous expressions of concern, of this abrupt departure 
of Mr. Onis from Washington; which he said was altogether unexpected to 
him—though he supposed Onis could not have acted without Orders. He 
then referred to the points which had been mentioned in the summary pub¬ 
lished here of your correspondence with Onis. He thought the expeditions 
from Kentuckey and Tennessee, might justly be considered by the Spanish 
Government as offensive; and that after the surrender of Carthagena, there 
was no insurgent Government and that all Vessels under its pretended flag 
were to be considered, and treated as Pirates— I said that I had no knowl¬ 
edge what the alleged expeditions from Kentuckey and Tennessee were, but 
was very sure they had no countenance from the Government of the United 
States. The President’s Proclamation had on the contrary warned all the 
Citizens of the United States against engaging in any enterprize hostile to 
Spain. He said that the proceedings complained of were subsequent to the 
Proclamation. I replied that if any illegal combination for such a purpose 
had been formed at a distance from the seat of Government, it was to be 
considered that the Government of the United States had not the same 
means of immediate or of complete controul over them, as in similar cases 
were possessed by European Governments. They had an open Country. 
No barrier of fortified cities, to stop persons intending to pass the frontiers. 
No army, or corps of Gensdarmerie to support and give efficacy to measures 
of Police; and no authority to arrest individuals, or disperse assemblages, 
until possessed of proof that they have committed acts, or are in the process 
of committing acts in violation of the Law. With these considerations, I 
was very sure that if any such expeditions had been undertaken, they had 
neither been sanctioned nor connived at by the American Government. 
That they would on the contrary, in the manner, and according to the forms 
allowed by our Constitutions be ultimately and effectually prevented, unless 
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this impatience and heat of Mr. Onis should precipitate the two Countries 
into a state of hostility which we sincerely deprecated. That as to com- 
mercial intercourse with the Independents, and the admission of their flag 
into our Ports, this he knew was conformable to the received usages of 
Nations. It was practised in this case by Great Britain, the closest ally of 
Spain, and no one knew better than he, that she had refused either to inter¬ 
dict the commerce with the insurgents to her Subjects, or to exclude their 
flag from her Ports. He at first nodded assent to these remarks; and I 
observed that if his Colleague Onis was ordered to demand his Passports for 
causes such as these, I should expect to hear that he Fernan Nunez had also 
left this Court without taking leave, as the causes of offence to Spain were 
the same here, as had been alleged by him at Washington. The Count said 
he did not know what Onis^ orders were, and in truth it was not his concern 
. . . but for himself, he was pretty well satisfied with what he had 

lately obtained here against the insurgents. By which I understood him to 
allude to the recent order in Council, which I mentioned to Mr. Del Real, 
but of which he had not heard. Fernan-Nufiez is a man of great softness of 
manners and politeness of demeanour, and throughout the whole of this 
conversation, preserved the most perfect good humour. 
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John Quincy Adams^ United States Minister to Great Britain, to James Monroe, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, April jo, i8i6. 

My letters of 22. and 31. January, and 8. February,2 have given you a 
very full account of the execution of your Instructions of 10. December,® 
and of the views of this Government, in relation to Spain and Spanish Affairs. 
The debates in Parliament have occasionally furnished since then further 
elucidations of the British Policy. At the very commencement of the Session 
of Parliament, Mr. Brougham made a motion in the House of Commons 
for an Address to the Prince Regent, requesting him to interpose in behalf 
of the Spanish Patriots, who are suffering under Prosecutions by the Govern¬ 
ment of Ferdinand 7. On that occasion, after a very long speech of Mr. 
Brougham, and an animated debate. Lord Castlereagh closed the whole by 
a speech equally long, the main object of which was to inculpate the Spanish 

^ MS, Dispatches from Great Britain, XX. 

2 See above, pt. viii, docs. 758 and 759. The letter of January 31 is not printed in this 
collection. 

3 See above, pt. i, doc, 17. 
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Patriots, and to defend the proceedings of Ferdinand’s Government againsi 
them, but in which he at the same time said that this Government had inter* 
posed, and were yet interposing in behalf of the Patriots. If he had men¬ 
tioned this at the time when Mr. Brougham gave notice of his motion the 
whole debate would have been superseded, and it appears that the motive 
for letting the debate take its course, must have been to have the opportunity 
of displaying in the face of Europe, a formal defence of Ferdinand’s Govern¬ 
ment. The interference in behalf of the Patriots, was thus an ostensibk 
compliance with the strong public sentiment of this Country, while th^ 
Spanish Government easily understood, that against these representations 
it might assert all its spirit of Independence without much offending the 
remonstrants. It does not appear that there has been any relaxation ol 
rigour, in the treatment of the Patriots, but the Madrid Gazette has giver 
the utmost publicity in Spain to Lord Castlereagh’s defence of Ferdinand 
Since then in other debates, notice has been taken of the commerce between 
this Country and South America, and of the British Subjects taken a1 
Carthagena by Morillo. Lord Castlereagh said this Government were 
taking all the measures in their power, to increase the commerce with Soutt 
America, and that the Spanish Government were disposed to treat the Britisl; 
Subjects taken at Carthagena with indulgence. From all this, and especially 
from a comparison between Lord Castlereagh’s speech on Mr. Brougham’s 
motion, and what he was nearly at the same time saying to me, concerning 
Spain, under an injunction of confidence, the present British policy towards 
that Country may be accurately ascertained. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

London, March 21, 18 j8 . 

Since my arrival here, I have not been unmindful of the interest whicl 
the government and people of the United States take in the efforts whicl 
South America is making for its emancipation; nor how desirable it heno 
becomes to ascertain the intentions of this cabinet, and those of the principa 
continental powers in relation to that contest. . . . 

In the absence of other sympathies, the actual and swiftly rising power o 
the United States, guided as it is known to be by a policy liberal and just ij 
international intercourse, may then open more distinctly to view; gaininj 
1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXII. 






for her government, through the medium of its appointed agents abroad, a 
more quick and intimate participation in the councils of kings and princes 
than any other considerations but such as spring from a sense of her resources, 
and above all her complete independence, can promise to inspire. 

I hope the digression of these remarks will be pardoned. They are merely 
designed, if of any force, as hinting at some excuse for imparting so much 
less of authentic information on the affairs of South America, than I should 
desire to do, or than it has been my invariable aim to obtain. Should the 
projected congress take place, it may be affirmed, with reasonable certainty, 
that those affairs will engage in part its deliberations. In the meanwhile, 
were I to venture upon opinions, resting upon the best observation which the 
imperfect opportunities of a short residence have yet afforded, they would 
be chiefly, though not confidently, to the effect following. 

And first as to England. Notwithstanding the scarcely disguised antip¬ 
athies of her ministers to the principle of that struggle; notwithstanding their 
late majority of one hundred and seventy five on the indemnity bill, and their 
increased security derived from a really meliorated condition of the country 
in most of its internal concerns, I do not believe that the cabinet of England 
contemplates a departure from its hitherto substantially neutral course. 
The cause of the patriots has numerous and powerful friends. Any active 
or declared interference against it, would be denounced as a wanton crusade 
against human liberty. It would want all the excuses that have marked 
out France as the victim of foreign dictation, and besides being thought to 
strike at some of the solid interests of the British nation, would shock the 
spirit of freedom yet left in whole classes, and be likely to create and bind 
together the elements of an opposition, that ministers with all their power 
may not choose to face. As respects Russia, recent acts will best speak for 
themselves. Judging from the little that has been open to me on this theatre, 
I should infer a decided predominance of friendly feeling on her part towards 
old Spain. France, from the force of several motives, seems to be more 
inclined than the others to see the quarrel made up by free offers of the 
olive branch proceeding from Ferdinand. But what France thinks, under 
her actual circumstances, is of so little account, that I will not further 
hazard inaccuracy by dwelling upon her views. It is an anxiety to make 
even the slightest contributions on a subject which I know is regarded with 
deep interest by the President under all its aspects, that alone has led me as 
far as I have gone. Paris and St. Petersburgh, the former too being now the 
scene of European discussions, will be the fountain of opinions far more ample 
and satisfactory.' 
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Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adam 
Secretary of State of the United Stales ^ 

[extract] 

London, April 20, 1818. 

Leaving both papers in the hands of his Lordship, [Lord Castlereagh] 
next reminded him of his apparent intention to say something further ( 
Spanish affairs at the moment of the breaking up of our last meeting, I 
resumed the thread. First he gave me an account more in detail than befo 
of the manner in which their late mediation had been offered, and t'. 
grounds of rejection. This being all known at Washington need not he 
be repeated. He then said, speaking of the contest with the colonies ai 
lamenting its long continuance, that Great Britain had done all in h 
power to cause it to be made up; but hitherto without success. That s 
would not wholly give over her efforts, always desiring that Spain shou 
pursue a liberal course. He explained by saying, a course that would lo< 
largely to the commercial emancipation of the colonies. The communic 
tion which he made of chief importance was this: that Great Britain wou 
not be instrumental to the settlement of the dispute upon terms, whic 
drawing to herself peculiar advantages, would exclude the U. States, or ai 
other nation, from a just participation in the trade of South America. I 
hoped that the United States would continue to be actuated by the sar 
policy. I naturally reminded him of the declaration on this point contain 
in the President’s Message at the opening of Congress in December last. 

He asked if our government had given notice beforehand to Spain, of 
intention to take possession of Amelia Island; also, whether I was acquaint 
with its determination as to the reception of deputies from the provino 
and the character with which it designed to clothe them. 

Respecting the first question, I replied, that I had no precise informatic 
It afforded me an opportunity for the first time, which I was careful to i; 
prove, of alluding to the imperious considerations which led to that measu 
Even if Spain had had no previous formal notice, I said, that not only was t 
government of the United States always ready to explain satisfactorily t 
grounds of its conduct, but had also, I was sure, made the movement unde: 
proper sense of all the just rights and claims of that power to the territc 
occupied. His Lordship offered no reply. While on that part of the si 
ject which led me to speak of the vexatious interruptions of our neighbour! 
commerce as one of the motives for the occupation, his manner indicated 
acquiescence in its force. 

The second question I thought still more pointed. It induced me to spe 
with some particularity on our general relations with Spain. In doing s( 
^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXII. 
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had only to recall to his recollection facts contained in the many state papers 
that have gone to the world. I referred especially to the leading one of Jan¬ 
uary the nineteenth i8i6 ^ from the department of state to Mr. Onis, and to 
the occasion which drew it forth. In that paper was stated at large the prin¬ 
ciples upon which the United States had acted. Regarding the contest in 
the light of a civil war, they had, as well before as since the distinctive ex¬ 
position there given of the line of their policy, observed all the corresponding 
duties of a fair neutrality. I went on to say, that, urged by a sincere desire 
to accommodate their differences in a friendly manner with Spain, and a con¬ 
stant reluctance to disturb the peace of the world; they had maintained this 
neutrality in the face of long-standing and as they conceived well-founded 
causes of complaint against the justice of the parent state. He neither as¬ 
sented to nor impugned any of my remarks. I said in conclusion, answer¬ 
ing more directly the inquiry, that up to the time of my leaving Washington, 
those deputies had not been formally received, and that I was without infor¬ 
mation from my government since. 


764 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, Jtdy 25, 1818. 

I now proceed to state all that passed in these interviews relative to the 
affairs of South America. This subject has taken a turn little anticipated; 
but to me it only belongs to possess the department of the declarations of 
Lord Castlereagh. 

I endeavoured in the most ample and exact manner in my power, consis¬ 
tently with the spirit of a friendly communication, to fulfil the instructions 
of your number 4 ^ on the interesting points which it discusses. Explaining 
the views and expectations of the government of the United States I said that 
it was not from a mere desire to draw aside the veil of European politics that 
it sought information on the plans respecting Spanish America; but from the 
real and deep interest which it had such good reason to take in that strug¬ 
gle. That moreover it asked nothing which it was not willing to impart, be¬ 
ing ready to disclose with candour and fulness its own course and intentions, 
as in fact it had been doing; and that especially it was the wish of the Presi- 

1 See above, pt. i, doc. 18. 

2 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIII. 

3 See above, pt. i, doc. 56, Adams to Rush, May 20, i8t8. 
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dent, if so allowed, to act in perfect good understanding with this government 
in relation to all that bore upon that great question. 

To a full opening on my part, his Lordship offered the following replies. 

He began by declaring not merely the willingness but the desire which the 
British government felt to communicate to that of the United States the 
whole plan of mediation which had been projected, at the instance of Spain, 
by the European alliance. That it most fully acknowledged our strong and 
natural interest in the questions; but that, in truth, there was, to this hour, 
no plan matured. That such difficulties had grown up with Spain touching 
the very fundamental points upon which a general mediation should be in¬ 
terposed, that no adjustment of them had taken place. That these diffi¬ 
culties were increased by the obstacles to a quick intercourse of counsels 
where some of the parties were so remote from each other as St. Petersburgh, 
Vienna, and Madrid. That he was aware of the promise made by Mr. Bagot 
the latter end of January, of which I had reminded him, and which had not 
been kept only for the reasons mentioned, viz., an inability, prolonged much 
beyond any period that had been expected, to do so upon any precise or satis¬ 
factory grounds. That even the place of meeting for the mediation was not 
fixed. That when the sovereigns got together in the Autumn, the subject 
would be taken up, though not the primary one of the meeting, and efforts 
made to arrange it. That whenever the terms and conditions of a pacifi¬ 
cation could be settled, which still continued to rest in total uncertainty, the 
promise made to our government would be redeemed. His Lordship ex¬ 
pressed himself in a way full of conciliation towards the United States, say¬ 
ing that the British government naturally abstained from all steps that might 
have brought them in as party to the mediation, from a belief that it would 
contradict their general wish and policy to be leagued with Europe for such 
an object, added to the consideration of the peculiar nature of their subsist¬ 
ing relations with Spain. 

Here I took care distinctly to disavow for my government all desire to have 
the least participation in the mediation. From the turn and exigencies of 
the conversation I did not go on further and make known the terms upon 
which alone it would ever yield its concurring assent to any plan of pacifica¬ 
tion. Nothing having been said of terms on the other side, except to inform 
me that none whatever had been agreed upon, I thought that such a com¬ 
munication was not, for the present, called for. Other and more appropriate 
opportunities may occur to me of disclosing that the United States look to 
the absolute and unqualified independence of the colonies, and would 
embark their consent on no other basis, if indeed it has not long since been 
abundantly inferred that such is their fixed policy and determination. 

Premising that I do not include the legations of either Russia or France 
among the sources of my knowledge, I have incidentally heard, in diplo¬ 
matic circles, thus much touching the mediation. 1st. That as regards the 
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Alliance, it is the undoubted wish of one and all the potentates that a 
mediation must, by all means, assume as its basis a continuance of the royal 
government and supremacy of Spain—a delusion which seems even to survive 
the annihilations of Osorio’s forces in Chili. Next that as regards the 
determinations of Ferdinand, he insists upon the following points, agreeing 
to the concessions which they import, i. That he will grant an amnesty to 
the colonies on condition that they submit and lay down their arms. 2. 
That henceforth, in his royal service in America, he will, at his option, 
occasionally employ the natives, taking also, whenever he chooses, the 
European Spaniard. 3. That he will grant the colonies certain priviledges 
of trade, which he does not define. And 4th, That in the progress of the 
mediation he will concur in all measures proposed by the sovereigns, pro¬ 
vided he approves of them. Neither the indistinct, nor the ludicrous, 
character of these terms must be viewed as impugning their reality. I am 
very credibly informed that they are such as he substantially and peremp¬ 
torily holds to, somewhat to the discomfiture of the deliberations of those 
who would stand by him. 

In my interview with Lord Castlereagh on the sixteenth, he mentioned 
the order of this government of the eighth of June respecting those unau¬ 
thorised cruisers, which, under colour of the South American flag, commit 
depredations upon British vessels or commerce on the high seas. It will be 
seen by this document, of which no other than a verbal mention was made 
to me but which will be found in the newspapers that go to the department, 
that the colonies are recognized as competent to grant lawful commissions 
of war. His Lordship made no comment upon the order, nor did I. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


765 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, Augusts, ^818, 

Sir: On the thirty first of last month I met Lord Castlereagh at the 
French ambassador's. It was on the occasion of a dinner given to the 
Prince Regent, to which the whole diplomatic corps was invited. 

In the evening his Lordship took me aside to say, that he had a communi¬ 
cation to make on the affairs of South America. That since our last con¬ 
versations, the Spanish government had made new propositions, through 
the medium of the Spanish ambassador at this court, to the British govern¬ 
ment upon the subject of a mediation, inviting also the European alliance 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIII. 
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generally as parties to it. That the note from the Spanish ambassador, 
had been written early last month, but that the first interview with me had 
taken place so immediately after his own return from Ireland that he had 
not then seen it, and that at our second a convenient opportunity did not 
present itself for dwelling upon the matter which it contained. He men¬ 
tioned these circumstances as explanatory of the nature of his recent com¬ 
munications to me, and which will of course be likewise applicable to the 
contents of my despatch number thirty,^ which embodies all that had been 
said to me up to the period of its date. He added, that it had been his 
desire to seek another and early interview specially upon this topic to which 
end he invited me to come to his house on the following day at eleven in the 
morning. 

I went accordingly. Premising that what he was about to impart was to 
be considered as confidential, he proceeded without further remark to put 
into my hands a copy of the note itself from the Spanish ambassador, which 
I read. It bears date on the third of July. Next he furnished me with a 
copy of the answer of this government dated in July, which I also read. 
Thirdly, as coupling itself with the subject, he likewise offered to my perusal 
the paper drawn up by this government on the twenty eighth of August 
1817 addressed not to Spain, but to the other powers of Europe, and con¬ 
taining the sentiments of the British court at that epoch, of the nature of 
which Spain was made acquainted through the channel of the British em¬ 
bassy at Madrid. 

If the knowledge of all that these several papers embrace was to be 
communicated to the department through me alone, I should anxiously 
strive to go through the task; but I am happy to subjoin, that his Lordship 
stated it to be his intention, in compliance with former declarations, to trans¬ 
mit them at once to Mr. Bagot with instructions to lay their contents fully 
and unreservedly before our government. It is therefore unnecessary that 
I should run the risk of inaccuracy by attempting to detail them, minutely, 
after but a single perusal in quick succession; yet, knowing the anxiety of 
the President upon this interesting subject, and in the possible hope of 
anticipating the arrival of his Lordship's despatches to Mr. Bagot, I will 
make known, for the President's early information, the most material and 
prominent points. 

As respects the paper of the twenty eighth of last August, I need say noth¬ 
ing. Such of its matter as is not superseded by lapse of time, is recapitu¬ 
lated in the late note from this government of which I shall have occasion 
to speak. It may be sufficient to remark, that the attempt at mediation 
went off at that time on the point of the slave trade, Great Britain insisting 
on its cessation, for an agreement to which Spain was not then ripe. 

The note from the Spanish ambassador of July the third, solicits in the 
1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 764, Rush to Adams, July 25, 1818. 
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most formal manner the mediation of this court. Its introductory remarks 
dwell upon the rebellious character of the war, upon the past clemency of the 
parent country, and its present willingness to see the unhappy quarrel ter¬ 
minated upon principles that are moderate and just. The basis upon which 
the mediation is asked is than stated. It consists of four conditions. It so 
falls out that, as well in real meaning from all that I could discover, as in the 
order in which they are set out, they are the same as those unofficially men¬ 
tioned at the close of my number thirty:^ that is to say, 1st. An amnesty is 
to be granted to the colonies on their being reduced. Lord Castlereagh ex¬ 
plained this word, which was a translation from the Spanish, by saying that 
Spain did not mean by it conquered^ but merely that the colonies must desist 
from hostility. 2ndly. The King agrees to employ in the public service in 
America, qualified Americans, as well as European Spaniards. 3rdly. He 
agrees to grant the colonists priviledges of trade, adapted to the existing 
posture of things. 4thly. He engages to acquiesce in all measures which the 
mediating powers may suggest calculated to effect, in their true intent, the 
above objects, which he further hopes will be speedily brought about by their 
cooperating counsels and efforts. 

I do not pretend to give the words, but believe that the above will be 
found to be the purport of each condition. 

I come to what is most important in proceeding to state the answer of the 
British court. 

1. It approves of these propositions, considered as general propositions, 
but calls for explanations in detail that the meaning of some of them may be 
rendered more definite. 

2. It expresses an unequivocal opinion, that the dispute ought to be healed 
without overthrowing the political supremacy of the parent state. 

3. Touching commerce, it declares, that the trade of the colonies ought to 
be free to the rest of the world, the mother country being placed upon a foot¬ 
ing of reasonable preference. 

4. It is very explicit in making known, that Great Britain will do no more 
than interpose her friendly offices, repudiating every idea of compulsion or 
force, should they fail. 

Under these explanations, the mediation is accepted. The note of the 
twenty-eighth of August 1817 is alike explicit in disavowing all intention of 
forcing by arms the colonies into any measures whatever. It is very full also 
on the point of their commercial freedom, and goes the length of saying, that 
Great Britain will accept no priviledges in this respect but on equal ground 
with other nations. 

Thus much will, I hope, be found to possess the President of the essential 
features of both the notes, and consequently of the present views and deter¬ 
minations of the British government upon this great question. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 764. 
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Having gone through the reading of all three, and expressed, as I tookleave 
to do, an approbation of some of the principles disclosed by this court as be¬ 
ing in unison with those held by the United States, his Lordship put the ques¬ 
tion to me directly, whether I knew the views of my own government in re¬ 
lation to the final termination of the struggle. 

Here an occasion was made to my hand of distinctly communicating them, 
which I accordingly improved. I said, that its desire was, to see the colonies 
completely emancipated, and that such too was its belief, would be the only 
permanent issue of the contest. 

He received the communication with apparent regret. He was, he said, 
sincerely desirous that the two governments should act in harmony, and this 
was perhaps the only point where their policy would be found divergent. I 
replied, that it was, unfortunately, a fundamental one. He reiterated his ex¬ 
pressions of the interest which the United States naturally had in the whole 
question, on which account its being known that they coincided in opinion 
with Europe on all the points of pacification, though they took no part in it, 
would have, as it ought to have, an influence in rendering it effectual. I 
gave his Lordship no reason to expect that their policy would change. The 
conversation soon afterwards ended in the same conciliatory spirit in which 
it began,—a spirit which has invariably marked all the official conversations 
I have held with his Lordship during my residence, thus far at this court. 

Before parting, he asked in a way altogether casual, if I had any accounts 
respecting the capture of Pensacola, by General Jackson. I replied that 1 
had not. I added, being careful that my manner should take from every 
thing offensive in the sentiment, that although the United States felt them¬ 
selves free to act, in their relations with Spain, without any appeal to Europe 
they nevertheless respected the moral force of opinion, and would, I doubted 
not, be able in due time strictly to justify the measure. At the dinner at tht 
French ambassador’s I was pointedly asked the same question by the Russiar 
and Prussian ambassadors, to which I gave, in effect, the same answer. An¬ 
other of the corps said to me, that the duke of San Carlos, the Spanish am¬ 
bassador, was greatly excited under the news. If I may be pardoned th( 
familiarity of repeating the very words of my informant, they were, that the 
duke “had got the fidgets. ” It will be seen.from the newspapers what sen¬ 
sation it has produced upon at least a portion of the British publick. Insur 
ance upon vessels of the United States has, I have just been told, risen one 
half per cent within the last few days. Whether this has been occasioned b^ 
the possible apprehension of a Spanish war, or arises from the increasing ac 
counts of depredations upon all ships going to America by piratical cruisen 
under colour of some Spanish American flag, I have not, at this moment, the 
means of determining. 

I take this occasion to mention, that no reply has been given to my note tc 
this government of the eighteenth of June, relative to the four articles oi 
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colonial trade; and that, from the harmony of all the intermediate conver¬ 
sations I have had with Lord Castlereagh in the course of which the subject 
has not again been referred to, I no longer anticipate one. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


766 

Richard Rusht United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, November 20, 1818, 

I have anxiously watched, with the best lights I could command in this 
quarter, the progress of events at Aix la Chapelle, so far as they chiefly 
concern us. I mean in regard to the affairs of South America and Spain. 
The government of the latter might perhaps receive commiseration for its 
imbecility, did not its conduct in all other respects strip it, day by day, of 
all remaining titles to confidence and respect. Accordingly, deserving no 
friends at Aix la Chapelle, it appears to have found none. From what I 
can collect in diplomatic circles, there exists no serious intention on the 
part of any of the great sovereigns to take the cause of Ferdinand effectively 
in hand. I have been told, that when the king of Prussia first heard of his 
capricious removal of Pirano, and tyranical treatment of him afterwards, he 
really uttered the exclamation which the journals of Europe ascribed to 
him: “This is the policy of Asia.” Pirano had once been ambassador at 
Berlin. This unpopularity of a king among kings; this political solecism 
happily produces another. It softens if it does not subdue their natural 
hostility against his former subjects struggling for their freedom. The 
assembling of this congress at a period up to which the United States had 
maintained a passive course, appears to have created a favorable and 
peculiar juncture respecting that interesting contest, which will perhaps 
leave them henceforth more at liberty to act upon their own views of it; 
views springing from feelings known to be alike dear to the American 
government and people. I will add, that I have reason to think, that the 
communication which, by order of the President, I made some time ago 
to this government, of the unequivocal determination of the United States 
to acquiesce in no plan of settling the contest that did not look to the abso¬ 
lute independence of the colonies as a fundamental point, has not been 
without its influence in working a change in British councils; and that it 
may even prove the means, in connexion with other causes, of exciting 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIII. The portion of this document printed in 
small capital letters was received in cipher. 
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kinder feelings in them towards the patriots, not indeed from sympathy in 
their cause, but an apprehension of other consequences. But on this head 
I speak doubtfully. 

IT WILL BE ENOUGH THAT I REPEAT WITH INCREASING CONFIDENCE THE 
BELIEF WHICH I HAVE HERETOFORE EXPRESSED THAT G. B. WOULD NOT CON¬ 
SIDER OUR RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF ANY OF THE COLONIES 
AS IN ITSELF CAUSE OF WAR. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


767 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, February 15, i8ig. 

Sir: Your despatch, number fifteen, of the first of January,^ got to hand 
on the eighth of this month. On the ninth I addressed a note to Lord 
Castlereagh, asking an interview for the purpose of making known to him 
the matters of which it treats. He named Friday the twelfth at nine in the 
evening, for me to call upon him. 

I informed him that the despatch which I had received related altogether 
to the struggle going on in South America, and was very distinct and full in 
its disclosure of the intentions of the President upon that subject. That it 
set out with stating, that the government of the United States, continued 
to consider the controversy in the light of a civil war, under which head a 
course of general reasoning followed, going to ascertain the true duty of a 
neutral state, which had been the condition of the United States, towards 
both the parties to this war. It showed next in order, that the conduct 
of the United States had, in point of fact, always strictly conformed, as far 
as had been possible, to this duty. It then spoke of the mediation invoked 
by Spain for the settlement of the dispute, bringing into view what had also 
been the uniform conduct of the United States in relation to it up to the 
present period. Dwelling upon the visible progress which some of the newly 
formed states in South America had made towards an independent existence, 
it next gave into a hope, that the time was rapidly approaching if it had not 
arrived when the British government and the powers of Europe generally, 
might perhaps see their own interest, that of Spain herself, as well as of these 
new states, in such a recognition of the latter as would bring them within 
the pale of nations. Finally it declared, that, as regarded Buenos Ayres, 
the President had come to a determination to grant an exequatur to a consul 
general who had been appointed by the government of that country so long 
ago as before the month of May last to reside in the United States; or to 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIII. * See above, pt. i, doc. 71. 
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recognize its independence in some other way, should no event occur in the 
meantime to justify a postponement of his intention. 

After this summary of the points, I thought that I could in no way so well 
put his Lordship in possession of the facts and reasoning by which they were 
elucidated and enforced, as by reading to him the despatch itself. Besides 
the advantage which this course would be sure to bring with it of enabling 
me to fulfil with perfect precision my instructions, I was the more induced 
to it by the recollection that he had himself, in more than one instance, 
adopted it as a means of informing me of the intentions of this government. 
It seemed to be the first occasion which I have yet deemed a suitable one for 
reciprocating on my part this kind of confidence. The despatch embracing 
no other topick, and dealing of this, throughout, in terms which it appeared 
to me proper for this government to hear, and better than any I could have 
employed, I accordingly proceeded to read the whole of it to him. 

It was evident, when I had done that some passages were unexpected to 
him. They were those the spirit of which seemed to import, that the govern¬ 
ment of Great Britain was, in reality, inclining to our view of the subject as 
regarded the emancipation of the colonies. He said he was not aware upon 
what occasion his government had uttered sentiments leading to this im¬ 
pression. At any rate, none such had been intended to be conveyed. On 
the contrary, he observed, that while Great Britain had, from the first, anx¬ 
iously desired to see the controversy at an end, and had done her best to effect 
this desire, it had always been upon the basis of a restoration of the suprem¬ 
acy of Spain; on an improved plan of government indeed, especially as re¬ 
garded the commercial interests of the colonies, but still a complete and total 
supremacy. That he candidly thought, that this mode of ending the con¬ 
flict, besides being the one pointed out to Great Britain by all the subsisting 
relations between herself and Spain, would prove the best for both parties, 
and the world at large, as the materials of regular and orderly government 
among the colonies did not, at present, appear to exist. That it was there¬ 
fore impossible to predict in what manner they would be able to sustain 
themselves as independent communities, whether as it concerned their own 
happiness and prosperity or the principles which might affect their intercourse 
with established nations. These had been the leading motives with Great 
Britain to wish that the colonies might be brought back again under the au¬ 
thority of the parent state, motives that still had their operation, and must 
continue to have as long as any room or hope was left of the result at which 
they aimed being accomplished. The employment of force as a means of 
bringing it about, Great Britain had ever repudiated, and still did, the moral 
power of opinion and advice being the sole ground upon which he had acted, 
hitherto he admitted to no effective purpose. It was, upon this basis, 
however, that she had agreed to become party to the mediation in the man¬ 
ner made known to me during the last summer, and the relations which 
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bound her to the allied powers as well as to Spain, held her to this course, i: 
whatever degree the councils and conduct of Spain might seem to retard th 
hope of its success. 

Such was the nature of his remarks. They corresponded, as he observec: 
with what had been stated to me in the summer, for a detail of which I mui 
beg to refer to my number thirty two, of the third of last August.^ Thing 
stood, he said, in regard to the mediation upon the same footing, substantia: 
ly, now as then; that is, although it had been acceded to by the European a: 
liance, nothing in effect had been done. The subject had several times bee 
brought into discussion at Aix la Chapelle, but no act had yet followec 
Spain seemed bent upon a prosecution of the contest upon her own means, an 
was rallying them at the present moment in the hope of bringing it to a clo^ 
upon her own terms. In the discussions above alluded to, he had found bot 
France and Russia labouring under a belief that the United States desired t 
be associated in the mediation, and that they would be willing to come in uf 
on the same basis with the other powers, until he had removed it. The duk 
of Richelieu had been very decided in this belief. His Lordship conclude 
with expressing anew his regrets, that my government viewed the question c 
emancipation in a light opposite to that in which it was still looked at by th 
government of Great Britain. 

What fell from him on this occasion may seem to clash with some of th 
opinions expressed, on less authentick grounds, in my despatch number fort 
six.2 I am bound on the other hand to add, that his whole manner was cor 
ciliatory. While he expressed regret at the divergent views of our two goven 
ments upon the point of emancipation, he indulged in no other sentiment tha 
regret, nor was this expressed but in the mildest way. The known opinior 
of the United States, he thought, from obvious political and local cause 
could not fail to have had an influence upon the South Americans. Henc 
he said, the wish that had been cherished here, that their policy had harmc 
nized with that of Europe upon this fundamental point, thinking that 
might have been the means, although they were not formal parties to tl' 
mediation, of sooner healing the dispute upon terms which the governmen 
of Britain and of Europe really thought best for the colonies, best for Spaii 
and best for all other nations. How far it was yet practicable to settle i 
giving back to Spain her supremacy, and granting to the colonies a just goven 
ment under her sway, he could not affirm; but it was the hope to which tl 
European alliance clung. He admitted that Buenos Ayres stood upon a be 
ter footing in the proofs it had afforded of capacity to exist as an independei 
community, than any of the other colonies; and freely admitted also the pre 
ent and prospective value of our commerce in that quarter when I had o 
casion to mention that it already consisted on our side of articles so importai 

1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 765. 

^ Ibid.^ 766, Rush to Adams, November 20, i8i8. 
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to particular portions of the United States as fish, naval stores, ready built 
vessels, furniture, and lumber of every description. 

The conversation closed with a declaration on his part, that the unreserved 
and candid disclosure which had been made to this government of the Presi¬ 
dent’s intentions respecting this struggle, and especially of the intended rec¬ 
ognition of Buenos Ayres, would be taken as a mark of confidence, and re¬ 
ceived in the spirit in which they had been communicated. He said nothing 
further. 

Being the first interview I had had with his Lordship since the arrival in 
this country of your despatch to Mr. Erving of the twenty eighth of Novem¬ 
ber,^ and the other documents relating to the transactions in Florida which 
were laid before Congress on the twenty eighth of December, I was not sure 
that he would not have made some allusion to them. He, however, did not. 
This leaves me to infer, for the present, that no exception is taken by this 
court to any of them. The names of Arbuthnot and Ambrister were only 
once glanced at, and that incidentally. His Lordship was saying, that 
notwithstanding the neutrality of the government of Great Britain as be¬ 
tween Spain and the colonies, the latter had undoubtedly received aid from 
England, as from the United States, in arms, ammunition, and men, in ways 
that the laws could not prevent. This led him to speak of the order of the 
court of Madrid of the fourteenth of January last, denouncing such heavy 
penalties against all subjects of foreign states, who join the standard of the 
colonists. “This order” said he, “is very much felt by France; but we give 
ourselves no concern at it, to whatever remarks the principles on which it 
assumes to rest might be open. Those of our subjects who choose to join 
the colonists must take all consequences; we can hold out no hand to protect 
them, any more than we thought ourselves bound to do in the case of the 
two men who intermeddled with the savages along your borders.” I have 
learned that the Spanish ambassador at this court, makes frequent and 
earnest remonstances against the military supplies and assistance which it 
is notorious are going almost daily from English ports to South America. 
It seems difficult to reconcile the professions with the conduct of the British 
cabinet upon this subject; for certainly, lax as the existing laws of Eng¬ 
land may be in all power to restrain these armaments, it would be easy to 
strengthen them. Lord Castlereagh did hint at a half-formed intention 
that had existed of bringing a bill into parliament with this object, which 
however had been abandoned from the difficulties attending any attempt 
to conciliate with all other parts of their present system, any new prohibitory 
or restraining statutes. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Not printed in this collection. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adams 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, March 22, i 8 iq. 

His Lordship [Lord Castlereagh] informed me that, since our conversatioi 
of the twelfth of last monththe long standing topick of the mediation 
had taken a decisive turn. This turn consisted, in Spain having absoluteh 
and finally declined it. There was therefore he said at present an entire en( 
of the subject, as to any further steps to be taken either by Great Britain 
or, as I also understood him, by any of the powers of Europe in relation to it 

Recapitulating the history of this mediation, now, after so much expecta 
tion, come to an abortive close, he went over many of the grounds connectec 
with its origin and progress to which he had alluded in past conversations 
and which have had place from time to time in my former despatches 
Referring to what had passed at Aix la Chapelle, he said, that it had enterec 
into the plan of the allies, that if the mediation had been acted upon, i 
should have been upon the basis, superadded to every other, of Spain con 
ceding to such of her South American colonies as had not been in genera 
revolt, the same terms, so far as would be applicable to their future govern 
ment, as were proposed to be granted to those that had openly resisted he 
authority. He also said, that it had been suggested, that some one indi 
vidual in whom as well Spain herself as the allies had confidence, should bi 
selected to repair to Madrid as the representative with full powers of th( 
latter, in the whole business of the mediation, and that the duke of Welling 
ton should be that individual; but that this proposition had not been accedec 
to by Spain. Further he observed, that Spain had made a request to b 
permitted to send a representative to the congress at Aix la Chapelle; bu 
that this request was deemed of a nature not to be acquiesced in by the allies 
These were the only points adverted to by his Lordship which had not beei 
stated to me upon former occasions. I collected from all he said, that thi 
part Spain has now acted, has grown out of the change of ministery in tha 
country. It will be recollected that this event took place contemporaneoush 
with the assemblage of the sovereigns at Aix la Chapelle. It appears, tha 
those who have since directed the publick councils at Madrid, are resolvec 
to place exclusive reliance upon their own efforts of vigor by sea and land 
and upon the supplies of their own treasury, for putting down all insurrec 
tion throughout the dominions of Ferdinand. 

His Lordship concluded by remarking, that this total rejection of th( 
mediation would not influence the course which this government wouk 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIIL 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 767, Rush to Adams, February 15, 1819. 
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otherwise have adopted under the communication which I made to him on 
the twelfth of February; meaning, as he explained, that it had created no 
unfriendly sensibility in the British cabinet towards Spain. I am left to 
infer from this remark, that the precise and final views which are to be 
taken by this government of our recognition of the independence of Buenos 
Ayres, are not yet determined upon. The intentions of the President 
upon this point, have doubtless been under consideration; but beyond the 
expressions of a general nature uttered by his Lordship on first being made 
acquainted with them, he has said nothing except what dropped from him 
as above. I was desirous that he should have pursued the subject; but he 
was evidently disinclined to go into it with any more particularity. 


769 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, May 14, 18jp, 

. . . I have been in company with the Portuguese charg6 d’affaires. 

He informed me, that he has little hope of count Palmella’s succeeding in the 
object of his visit to Paris, and that the great armament at Cadiz was carry¬ 
ing on its preparations tvith all expedition to go against Monte Video, which 
he thought would certainly be its first destination should this last attempt at 
negociation fail. He spoke as if his court was under but slight alarm from 
the meditated hostility of Spain, and alluded with complacency to the sub¬ 
sisting guarantee of the European possessions of Portugal by Great Britain. 
He inquired with some interest as to the intentions of the United States re¬ 
specting the acknowledgement of Buenos Ayres, saying that whenever that 
event took place, he believed that Portugal would not be slow to follow the 
example. It was at the table of the duke of San Carlos that I met this gen¬ 
tleman. With the former I exchanged congratulations on the happy pros¬ 
pect of seeing Spain and the United States placed by the late treaty upon the 
best of terms, both of us agreeing, that the happiness of each nation was 
thereby best to be promoted. 

Last week, I had a request from Mr. Hamilton, that I would refer him to 
all our Acts of Congress passed to preserve our neutral relations, but chiefly 
those that were known to have been aimed at Spain and the colonies. It is 
not the first time since I have been here, that I have sent these laws to the 
foreign office. The motive and result of this second application for them, 
^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIII. 
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may be seen in the proceedings of the house of commons yesterday. It ap¬ 
pears that the attorney general has asked leave to bring in a bill the object of 
which is to prevent for the future the departure from the ports of this king¬ 
dom of men, ships, or military supplies, for the use of the Spanish patriots. 
Thus is the British government at last about to tread in the steps of our legis¬ 
lation upon this subject, with a declaration from Lord Castlereagh, that his 
majesty’s ministers owe an apology to Europe, for not having adopted the 
measure sooner. Other parts of this debate may attract the eye of the Presi¬ 
dent. 
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Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britainy to John Quincy AdamSy 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, July 2/, i8ig, 

A minister or deputy, Mr. Yrisari [Yrisarri], has lately arrived here from 
Chili. It will be taken for granted, that the government has not received 
him. It is said that he has been invested by the Independents with five hun¬ 
dred thousand pounds to aid their cause in this capital, and that he cherishes 
the expectation of being able to send out assistance to them in men as well as 
in other ways, notwithstanding the provisions of the foreign enlistment law. 
I presume by evading them. Rumours add, that the great banker, Roths¬ 
child, has declared that he will advance the whole sum if Sir Robert Wilson 
will take the command of the expedition to be sent out, and that the latter 
has actually gone to Paris to see if he can select and organize a corps of officers. 
The Cadiz armament is now said to be bound to Venezuela, to cut up the 
English auxiliaries. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


771 

Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great BritaiUy to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, August 24,18jg. 

Knowing that the course of events in South America must influence more 
or less the wayward councils of Ferdinand, I feel a desire more frequently 
than it is in my power to execute it to report for the information of the Presi- 
1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIV. 
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dent all such occurrences in this quarter as held out any prospect of affecting 
the progress of those events. I had the honor upon former occasions, to 
speak of the intended departure of Lord Cochrane to act in a naval capacity 
with the South Americans at Chili, and of the embarkation from the Thames 
of the recruits under Colonel English that have since been associated with the 
arms of the patriots at Venezuela. With the same views I have watched the 
armament of Ireland under General Devereux, notoriously set on foot with 
the same intentions of aiding the cause of Spanish emancipation. But I 
have it not in my power to impart all the information I could wish respecting 
it. 

I believe it to be a fact, that about twelve hundred men have actually sailed 
within the last month from Dublin, and that two or three hundred more may 
be expected to sail very shortly. These numbers fall far below the accounts 
stated in the newspapers. Their immediate destination I understand to be 
Margaritta, whence they will act as events in Venezuela may render expedi¬ 
ent. General Devereux is to command them, but has not yet embarked. 
’Tis said that he is expected here before his final departure. This is all the 
information pretending to authenticity that I find myself able at this time to 
transmit in regard to this enterprise. 

As far as I may judge from all indications of opinion within the compass 
of my observations, the cause of South American freedom continues to ripen 
in the judgment and affections of the British publick. I consequently 
continue to hold to the belief, and even more strongly than heretofore, that 
whenever it may be thought to comport with a wise policy in all other 
respects for the government of the United States to recognize Buenos Ayres, 
that the British government will not consider such a measure, per scy as any 
cause of breach with us. It will not have escaped attention in what manner 
our presumed intention to recognize this new state was treated in the debate 
on the foreign enlistment bill, both by the ministerialists and the whigs, in 
connexion with the treaty by which the Floridas are ceded to us. 

There is good reason for believing, as might so naturally have been 
expected, that as soon as the mutiny broke out among the troops at Cadiz, 
Spain began to give ground in the negociations with Portugal respecting 
Monte Video. These negociations are still unclosed, and will probably 
remain in a state of vibration while the fate of this long-talked of expedi¬ 
tion hangs in any degree in suspense. 



1458 PART VIII: COMMUNICATIONS FROM GREAT BRITAIN 

772 

Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britainy to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, September j/, i8ig. 

Another short anecdote, with which I will conclude, naay help us to infer 
how general an interest is taken throughout the courts of Europe, even 
those that are inland and subordinate, in our supposed intention to recognize 
the independence of Buenos Ayres. It is of date some little time back; 
but present circumstances serve to recall it. During the last spring, Baron 
Just, the minister at this court from the king of Saxony, opened a conversa¬ 
tion with me upon this express subject. He did not conceal his wish to be 
informed upon it, stating as a reason, that he had on the day preceding 
received a despatch from his government, in which it was mentioned that 
I had, by order of mine, made a communication to Lord Castlereagh in 
relation to it, in February. The precise nature of this communication it 
was the Baron’s anxious desire to learn through what he imagined to be the 
best source. That the communication should thus have been wafted 
through the circle of cabinets, and reach for the first time the ears of a 
Saxon minister at London in the shape of a despatch from his own court, 
made, at the moment, an impression upon me. 

With the greatest respect [etc.]. 


773 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, October s, 18iq. 

Sir: In a late communication,^ I had the honor to allude to the prepara¬ 
tions that were going on under the auspices of General Devereux, in aid of 
the cause of South American freedom. 

In addition to the troops heretofore dispatched on this service, I learn, 
that from two to three thousand will be embarked from Ireland, by the first 
of December. Their first destination, as with the former, will be Margaritta. 
It is from General Devereux himself, that I have this information. He 
intends to embark with this principal section of his force, placing himself 
at its head. The foreign enlistment law is evaded by the men going out 
under colour of settling as farmers and labourers in the province of Vene- 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIV. 

® See above, pt. viii, doc. 771, Rush to Adams, August 24, 1819. 
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zuela. The better to mask this project, General Devereux has received 
either an actual or an ostensible grant from General Bolivar, of fifty square 
leagues of land in that province. Against this mode of violating the law, 
the Spanish ambassador has, as I hear, remonstrated with the British 
ministry; but to no effect. The inference would seem to be unavoidable, 
that their zeal for its execution, must be very slack. They fold their arms 
whilst it is infringed almost in open day. In Ireland, it is well understood, 
that an attachment to the cause of the South Americans, is nearly universal. 
It takes in men of the highest standing, and what is remarkable but true, 
embraces conspicuous individuals who on all other points of their political 
conduct, are entirely identified with the ministers. Whence the pecuniary 
supplies are derived of fitting out so large an expedition, is not known to me. 
General Devereux professes to do it upon his own resources. But this seems 
impossible. Troops have been raised and equipped, transports hired, muni¬ 
tions of war provided, and a great military enterprize in all things completed 
upon the scale I have stated. The whole number of men by the time the 
next division is sent off, will scarcely fall short of four thousand. All this 
would appear to be an undertaking too much for the purse of an individual. 
That General Devereux’s movements will be ahead of those of the armada 
at Cadiz, is, to the last degree, probable. 

There arrived in this capital a fortnight ago, from Venezuela, two indi¬ 
viduals, Don Fernando Penalvez and Colonel Bergara, in capacity of new 
deputies from that province. I have been informed, that a Mr. Vondam, 
now here from Sweden, and who alleges himself to be possessed of an informal 
authority for what he does, has proposed to these deputies to be the bearer of 
propositions to his Swedish Majesty for entering into some commercial 
arrangements, with Venezuela and New Granada. This information, while 
I do not confidently rely upon it, reaches me through a channel entitled to 
some respect. 

With very great respect [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, October 15,18ig. 

I have lately heard, through a channel upon which I can rely, that Mr. 
Irisari [Yrisarri], the deputy from Chili, of whom I made mention in a former 
despatch ,2 had an interview with Lord Castlereagh soon after his arrival. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIV. 

* See above, pt. vm, doc. 770, Rush to Adams, July 21, 1819. 
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He inquired in the course of it, if the vessels of Chili would be admitted anc 
hospitably received, when they came to the ports of Great Britain? Hii 
Lordship replied certainly, at all times. Would their prizes be admitted 
it was next asked. Here an objection was interposed by Lord Castlereagh 
who said that such a permission might give cause of complaint to Spain 
Whether England allows Chilian prizes taken by Spain, to be brought int( 
her ports, is a point that cannot so well be known, as it is understood to be < 
fact, that Spain has never yet captured a vessel belonging to Chili! Hii 
Lordship went on to say, that Sir Thomas Hardy, who was appointed to th( 
command of the squadron destined to act in the South Seas, was charged t( 
attend to British interests in that quarter, and specially authorised to be th( 
medium of any communications between his government and the authoritie! 
at Chili, which events upon his arrival there might make necessary or con 
venient. He would thus exercise, substantially, the functions of a consul 
Mr. Irisari [Yrisarri] inquired if England would not in return receive a consu 
from Chili. His Lordship replied, that such reciprocity did not appear tc 
follow as a duty, Chili not being recognized by other nations as an establishec 
power. Finally, his Lordship read to Mr. Irisari [Yrisarri] the instructions 
given to Sir Thomas Hardy. Far from being hostile, they bore a friendly 
aspect towards Chili, and directed Sir Thomas to respect all the just regula 
tions touching trade and commerce, which those who exercised the powers ol 
government in that community, might establish. 

Mr. Irisari [Yrisarri] preferred no request for the acknowledgment of the 
independence of Chili, by England. His government deemed it better tc 
let that matter rest where it Is, than run the hazard of receiving a direct re¬ 
fusal. 
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Colonel Yrisarrif Envoy of Chile to Europe and the United States^ to Richarc 
Rushf United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

London, November 3, i8ig. 

CoF. Yrisarri presents his compliments to His Excellency the Ministei 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, Mr. Rush, and begs leave 
to inform him through Mr. Ribas on some points, which Col Y. hopes His 
Excellency’s goodness will consider with interest. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIV, enclosed in Rush to Adams, November lo 
1819, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 777. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain, to Colonel Yrisarri, 
Envoy of Chile to Europe and the United States ^ 

London, November 6, i8ig. 

Mr. Rush presents his compliments to Colonel Yrisarri, and has had the 
honor to receive this day, through the hands of Mr. Ribas, his note of the 
third of this month.^ Mr. Rush had not the good fortune to see Mr. Ribas; 
but the papers which he left with the secretary of his Legation, Mr. R has 
read with the interest that belongs to them. The official document,® signed 
by the Supreme Director of the state of Chili, is herewith returned, A copy 
of it, together with Colonel Yrisarri’s letter to the Secretary of State,^ 
Mr. R. will have great pleasure in transmitting to Washington, by the earliest 
opportunity. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, November lo, i8ig. 

The interview^ might here have closed. But I was unwilling to let pass 
the opportunity which it presented of touching upon our affairs with Spain. 
In a letter from Mr. Forsyth, of the seventeenth of October, informing me of 
the continued refusal of Ferdinand to ratify the treaty, he also says that it 
was rumoured whilst he was writing, that some agreement in relation to 
Spain and her colonies, or to Spain and the United States, was then actually 
about to be transmitted by the court of Madrid to that of London, and by 
the very same courier (despatched by Sir Henry Wellesley) that had charge 
of my letter. What the agreement was, Mr. F. did not profess accurately 
to know. His impressions pointed to its being one by which Great Britain 
had pledged herself, on sufficient inducements, to convey for Spain the troops 
now in the neighbourhood of Cadiz, to some of her possessions in America. 
Nothing that I had heard, or no scrutiny that it has fallen within my power 
to make in this quarter, had reflected any light upon this rumour. Perhaps 
his Lordship might not have felt himself bound to answer to it, at such a 
moment; yet I thought it right to take the chances of what he might say 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIV, enclosed in Rush to Adams, November lo, 
1819, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 777. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 775. 

3 See above, pt. v, doc. 472, Yrisarri to the Secretary of State, October 31, 1819. 

< MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIV. 

6 With Lord Castlereagh. 
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under an allusion to it, I described the rumour in terms that appeared to me 
best adapted to the end proposed. In spite of my best caution, his Lordship 
I thought manifested a slight, momentary, excitement. '‘Falsehoods”, he 
said, “will get into circulation upon this, as upon other occasions.” Re¬ 
suming his complacency he observed, “I can assure you, that our policy 
upon this subject remains unchanged.” I replied, that my government 
would, I well knew, hear his declaration with new satisfaction, anticipating 
no other. 

Here the matter ended. The above report of the little that fell from his 
Lordship is given, for the information of the President, with as close an ad¬ 
herence as possible to his words as well as manner. 

On the sixth instant I received from Mr. Yrisarri a note dated on the third, 
of which a copy is enclosed.^ This is the gentleman of whom I have spoken 
heretofore (with a deviation in the spelling of his name) who came to London 
a few months ago in capacity of deputy or envoy from the new state of Chili. 
A copy of my reply to his note is also enclosed,^ together with the papers re¬ 
ferred to; one being a letter to your address as secretary of state; the other a 
copy of Mr. Yrisarri's credentials, or diploma from the government of Chili. 
The original of this instrument, I Plave seen. It is stamped with every mark 
of authenticity. It bears date at Santiago, on the eighteenth of November, 
1818. It sets forth in the name of the Supreme Director and Senate of Chili, 
that, having determined to send a publick minister from Chili, to solicit from 
the governments of Europe and of the United States, an acknowledgment 
of the independence of that state, the said Director, has appointed for that 
purpose, Mr. Yrisarri, constituting him also minister envoy from Chile to the 
United States, with all necessary powers to enter upon negociations respect¬ 
ing such acknowledgment; and engaging to confirm whatever he may do in 
fulfilment of his trust. Mr. Yrisarri continues to be confined by ill-health, 
which hinders him from embarking for the United States. In this state of 
things I could not hesitate to become the medium, at his request, of trans¬ 
mitting to your hands the documents in question. 

With the highest respect [etc.]. 

1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 775 and 776, Yrisarri to Rush, November 3, 1819, and Rush to 
Yrisarri, November 6, 1819, 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, July 20,1820. 

I send herewith a pamphlet containing, in a convenient form, all the docu¬ 
ments which have been published in this country respecting the attempt of 
France to set up a throne in Buenos Ayres, and place upon it a prince of the 
house of Bourbon. The subject has excited universal interest in the political 
circles of this capital. I have good information for saying, that this project 
was not known to the British cabinet until it burst upon it by the recent ar¬ 
rival from South America of these documents. The duke de Cazes, I under¬ 
stand, does not admit them to be genuine. He positively disavows, I have 
heard, ever having seen the South American envoy, Gomez. Whether he 
disavows for the Marquis Desolles also, I have not heard. That France has 
been engaged in the project, nobody doubts; and this government, as might 
be expected, evidently regards the whole transaction with no complacency. 

In an interesting debate in the house of commons on the eleventh of this 
month, on a call for information respecting the above documents, Dr. Lush- 
ington argued the broad principle, that England ought to recognize immedi¬ 
ately and fully the independence of Buenos Ayres. Already he said the gov¬ 
ernment had an accredited consul residing in that country, an assertion that 
was not afterwards controverted. Lord Castlereagh, in reply, expressed his 
entire dissent as to the policy of taking an early opportunity of recognizing 
any of those communities. Sir James Macintosh plainly intimated it as his 
opinion, that, since the altered state of things in Spain, the question of desir¬ 
ing a separation of the colonies from the parent state, had also essentially 
changed. This I take to be now a prevailing sentiment with the whigs. The 
very preliminary dissertation to the pamphlet which I send, was, I have rea¬ 
son to think, drawn up by one of the conductors of the Morning Chronicle, 
the leading whig journal of London. During the debate, a sentiment was 
uttered by Mr. Canning which may deserve to be repeated. He said, that 
as history had shown the condition of colonies always to have been more ser¬ 
vile under the government of a popular assembly, than under the authority 
of even absolute monarchies, (a position which the learned speaker assumed 
without proving,) all those persons who had wished tosee the colonies eman¬ 
cipated from monarchical Spain, ought to cherish this wish with much more 
zeal, now that Spain was democratical! This sentiment, not perhaps the less 
significant from its having escaped the lips of a distinguished member of the 
ministry, points to a prophecy which there need be little scruple in hazard¬ 
ing. It is this. That if Spain makes the advances in energy and power to 
^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXV. 
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be naturally expected from her free constitution, to which no compliment was 
intended by the epithet of democratical, we shall find parties here shifting 
sides. All the branches of the opposition will desire to see Spain reinstated 
in full sovereignty over her dominions beyond sea; whilst the ministerialists, 
through an instinctive counterpart of feeling, will desire to see them struck 
off. The government will, I believe, observe great caution for a while, 
watching events. But, on the contingency presupposed, we can scarcely err 
in predicting this ultimate reverse in the publick opinion of the country. 

Mr. Forsyth has stated to me in a letter, dated Madrid, June the twenty 
ninth, that he had understood, that the agents in London from Caraccas, 
Buenos Ayres and Chili held a meeting in May, when it was determined to 
address applications to Russia, Austria and Prussia, desiring that princes of 
their families might be given to Spanish America generally, and that one 
might be specially selected from the Brazils for Buenos Ayres. This is as I 
understand his statement. But it comes to me in cypher, and, either from 
some inadvertence on the part of his copyist, so liable to happen with figures, 
or possibly from there not being a perfect conformity between our cyphers, 
there are parts which I cannot make out, and may therefore have taken up 
the meaning inaccurately. I am aware of no such facts as Mr. Forsyth states. 
What I have heard is, that, in the month of April, (being subsequent to the 
establishment of the constitution of 1812,) the agents of Chili, Buenos Ayres 
and Venezuela, did meet together in this city, with however a different ob¬ 
ject. They jointly signed an address to the king of Spain asking that the 
independence of these countries might be acknowledged. This address was 
transmitted to Ferdinand through the medium of the duke of San Carlos, 
then the Spanish ambassador at this court. The reply to it through the same 
channel was, that no proposition would’ be listened to that had not for its 
basis the return of the colonies to their subjection to the mother country. 
This information I have derived since the publicity of the project of France 
upon Buenos Ayres. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

London, April 22,1822, 

Our acknowledgement of the South American states, has produced an 
effect upon those communities on this side of the water, of which the evi¬ 
dences are universal in the publick opinion of all circles. It seems to have 
* MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVII. 
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spoken them into being; to have cleared away the doubts that lingered in 
men's minds as to their true condition; to have revealed and defined before 
the world the maturity of their attributes for sovereign and independent 
existence. It has formed a foundation point around which the judgment of 
the world can rally, undistracted by the uncertainties and contradictions 
under which the destinies of those new empires seemed hidden. It has come 
at the happy moment when their destiny complete in all things else by exer¬ 
tions of their own, seemed to wait only this moral welcome from the sister 
Republick of the north, as its last finish. So the citizen of the United States 
is happy to contemplate it, so mankind have hailed it. The day after the 
news arrived, the value of the Colombian bonds, a species of security for a 
loan contracted by that state, rose in the London market, nor have I caught 
from any source as yet a single objection to the measure. To this govern¬ 
ment, it is not my intention to speak of or allude to it in any way, in the first 
instance. To Mr. Onis, I broached the topick at the levee last week, as one 
of familiar conversation, saying, in the spirit of the President’s message, that 
I hoped Spain would see no unfriendliness in the step, but rather one out of 
which good fruits would grow up to all parties. He replied, that he thought 
Spain ought to follow the example. If the commercial penalties which a 
French newspaper states as those which the Republick of Colombia designs 
to inflict upon the nations withholding a recognition, be correctly stated, and 
if the other new Republicks do the same, it may be presumed that the ex¬ 
ample of the United States will not be long without imitators. . . . 

I received the day before yesterday from Mr. Sartoris, at Rio Janeiro, a 
letter dated February the 15th, in which he states that the Portuguese 
troops had been compelled, through the firmness of the Prince Regent, to 
embark for Europe, and that he had little doubt but that the whole of the 
Brazils in a few months more would declare independence, organizing a 
separate government with the Prince Regent at its head. 
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Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adamsy 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, May <5, 1822, 

A meeting was held on the twenty third of last month of the merchants, 
ship owners, manufacturers, and traders, of London for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the means of opening/a beneficial commercial intercourse 
^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVII. 
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with the countries of South America, formerly under the dominion of Spain, a 
mode of expression which it is remarkable has sprung into use since the 
President's message on the recognition, and seems already to have become 
as universal, as it was before unknown. It was agreed at the meeting, to 
present a memorial to the Lords of the privy council submitting whether it 
would not be expedient to open the ports of Great Britain to the ships of 
these “newly established countries ” in the same manner as to the ships of the 
United States and the Brazils. The Lords of the privy council have replied, 
in general terms, that the vessels of these countries will be admitted into the 
ports of the United Kingdom. 

They have, in fact, been admitted heretofore, whenever they have chosen 
to come, but not as vessels of the Independent governments of South America, eo 
nomine. They have come as other vessels, that comply in all things with 
the British laws of navigation and trade. No interdict existed against them, 
founded upon the nature of their flag, which was not inquired into on their 
arrival at British ports, but admitted like other foreign flags. As to their 
being admitted upon the same terms with the vessels of the United States or 
the Brazils, this could only be the effect of compact. None whatever exist¬ 
ing between Britain and these new states, the prayer of the memorialists in 
this respect goes unattended to. It is in this way that my inquiries lead me 
to understand the subject, though aware of the contradictory assertions in 
the English journals in relation to it. 

It will be seen, that Lord Londonderry stated in the house of commons 
on the second instant, in answer to the questions of Sir James Mackintosh, 
that whilst this government had neither formally recognized, or entered into 
any correspondence that would imply a recognition of, these new govern¬ 
ments, it had nevertheless considered them as governments de facto; had 
looked upon the parties at war in that quarter of the world as belligerents; 
had respected as such their rights of blockade, and that the commercial 
intercourse with them would be found to be provided for by Mr. Robinson’s 
bill on the subject of foreign trade. This bill is not yet published, as far as I 
can learn, and probably not yet fully matured. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy A dams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, June lo, 1822, 

Touching the question of South American independence, I am happy to 
find that I have taken the same view of the part proper for me to act at 
this court that your despatch has now presented to me. From the moment 
of the arrival of the President’s message of the 8th of March proposing the 
recognition, it appeared to me, that, as it was a measure adopted on our 
own views of its intrinsick justice and expediency, without concert with 
other nations, and as the great principles upon which it stood were suffi¬ 
ciently promulgated to the world in that message, no further mention of it 
by me was due to conciliation, or to any other duty in my intercourse with 
this government; but that, on the contrary, to avoid all notice of the subject 
in the first instance, would be the course most proper on my part. I have, 
accordingly, abstained from alluding to it when with Lord Londonderry, 
and he has not mentioned it to me. Whenever he may do so, I will not fail 
to express the sentiments with which you have charged me. 

But although the measure has not been mentioned on either side, I have 
no reason to suppose that it is regarded by this cabinet otherwise than as its 
true nature demands. The publick voice of the country is manifestly and 
loudly in its favor. The manufacturers and merchants take the lead, and 
urge the government to follow our example, rather than arraign it. When 
to this we add what Lord Londonderry has said upon the subject in parlia¬ 
ment, and the step already taken by the lords of the privy council, and the 
further steps projected in parliament, for encouraging commercial relations 
with the new-born states in those regions, we should perhaps rather be 
warranted in inferring that it cannot be very long before our example, will, 
in effect, be followed. I have heard, indeed, from a respectable though not 
official source, that a person who has heretofore been in diplomatic trusts 
under this government (the name I did not hear) is going out at once to 
Buenos Ayres. Whether as agent or minister, or with what distinct objects, 
my informant could not say, but we may suppose with some view to the 
commencement of an official intercourse with that community of a character 
more marked than has yet existed, As to any formal or perfect recognition 
of the independence of that or any of the other new states of South America, 

I greatly doubt whether this government will give in to it, except on con¬ 
sultation with the European Alliance, which the reanimated hope of pre¬ 
serving peace in the East will probably tend to bind still more closely to¬ 
gether. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVIL 



1468 PART VIII: COMMUNICATIONS FROM GREAT BRITAIN 

782 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, Jtme 24,1822. 

Sir: Mr. Zea, the representative of the Republic of Colombia, arrived here 
lately from France. He waited upon me on the twenty first instant, but 
not being in at the moment of his call, I did not see him. I have on my part 
made efforts to see him since, but as yet we have not met. 

I learn that he has had an interview with Lord Londonderry. The partic¬ 
ulars of what passed at it, I am not instructed in, but understand that the 
following is the result. 

That to the application which he distinctly preferred to this government 
to recognize the independence of Colombia, his lordship gave as distinct a 
refusal. He alleged that Great Britain would make no movement towards 
the recognition of any of those new states, except in concert with her Euro¬ 
pean Allies, and that these latter were not at present disposed, any more than 
Great Britain, to take any steps in regard to the subject without consulting 
Spain. 

What was said by his lordship in explanation of this policy; whether or 
not he took any notice of our act of recognition, or touched upon any of the 
prospects of commercial intercourse between this country and those new 
states, I am not informed. Upon such and other points that may be inter¬ 
esting in connexion with this subject, I will transmit whatever further 
information I may be able to obtain henceforth. 


783 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, July 24,1822. 

Sir: Mr. Echeverria, representing himself to be the minister plenipoten¬ 
tiary from the Republick of Colombia to this court, called upon me last 
week. I say representing himself as such, as there appears to be some 
question whether he or Mr. Zea actually holds this trust at the present 
moment, the latter having asked his recall from Europe some time ago on 
account of ill health, but now as it is understood intending to remain longer, 
his health having become better. Without deciding this point between them 
^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVII. 
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Mr. Echeverria is, at all events, a prominent citizen of his country having 
been selected as one of the deputies or commissioners sent by Colombia 
to Madrid last year, with proposals from his government to treat with Spain, 
on the basis of recognition, but to which, as is known, Spain utterly refused 
to accede. He expressed in a warm and feeling manner the satisfaction he 
had derived from the acknowledgement of the independence of his country 
by the United States, and requested my acceptance of a copy of the consti¬ 
tution of Colombia which has lately been republished in Paris, and which 
was rendered the more worthy to be accepted from having the President’s 
message and the report of the committee of the house of representatives on 
the question of recognition, bound up with it. This volume, forwarded 
herewith, I ask leave to send to the department of state, having in my 
possession other copies of the instruments which it contains. 

I must take occasion to mention, that after my despatch of the 24th of 
June,^ I was deprived, by circumstances not in my power to controul, of all 
opportunity of seeing Mr. Zea, who has I believe since gone out of town. 

The publick dinner given to this gentleman by the merchants of London 
on the tenth of this month, at which the duke of Somerset presided, and 
which was attended by several members of parliament without distinction of 
party—^where amongst others of the group we saw Sir William Curtis ranged 
by the side of Sir James Macintosh,—carries with it stronger indications 
than are usually to be attached to festivals of this nature, and goes to show 
how impressive and loud publick opinion is becoming in this country in favor 
of South American independence. This voice will grow louder and louder, 
nor can it, I believe, be ultimately resisted by the government. In effect, 
the states of South America are already regarded by Great Britain as in¬ 
dependent, for two acts of parliament have been passed by which commercial 
intercourse has been opened between them and every part of the British 
dominions. These acts [the] government will be in possession of through 
the parliamentary documents which are forwarded by this legation to the 
Treasury, as well as probably through the consul at this port, who mentioned 
to me that he has sent them. 

I return to Mr. Echeverria. He informed me that he had had an inter¬ 
view with Lord Londonderry; but that he had in vain urged upon him the 
claims of Colombia to be recognized by this government. His Lordship 
said, that this was a measure into which Great Britain could not come con¬ 
sistently with what she owed to Spain. That Spain had been consulted re¬ 
specting it, and had replied in a way which showed that she felt it to concern 
her interests and her rights that other nations should forbear to take such a 
step. Nor could Great Britain, he said, take it without the concurrence of 
France, and France was not prepared to lend her concurrence. Spain had 
also replied, that she had just despatched commissioners to her colonies, 

1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 782. 
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carrying out the most liberal offers of compromise, from which she still 
hoped for the best results, and which would serve to render but the more 
objectionable the interference of other Powers. Mr. Echeverria adverted to 
the fallacy of such hopes, and asked his Lordship whether this government 
would not use its influence to induce Spain herself to recognize the inde¬ 
pendence of the colonies as the best and only policy left to her. His Lordship 
repliedthat Great Britain would hold up this course to Spain. He alluded to 
the recognition by the government of the United States, which, he remarked, 
stood upon a ground by itself, the United States having no European connex¬ 
ions to look to when determining upon such a policy, which was not the case 
with Great Britain. But whilst GL Britain could not justify to herself the 
political measure of formally recognizing the independence of those com¬ 
munities at present, his Lordship said, that it was her intention to maintain 
an unrestricted intercourse of commerce with them all, and of this intention 
Spain had been informed. I here mentioned to Mr. Echeverria the case of 
the Lord Collingwood, and asked if he ascertained from Londonderry what 
Great Britain meant to do if Spain continued to capture British merchant 
vessels trading with those countries which Spain still assumed to treat as her 
colonies. He replied that his Lordship intimated, that as Great Britain 
would consider such a trade as regularly open to her merchants, she would 
sustain them in it. 

The foregoing is the amount of what Mr. Echeverria told me. The 
Lord Collingwood it will be recollected was an English merchant vessel bound 
from Buenos Ayres to the Havannah with a cargo of hides. Pursuing this 
voyage, she was captured by a Spanish privateer, carried into Porto Rico 
and there condemned as good prize on the ground of trading with a Spanish 
colony, without a license from the king of Spain, A copy of the decree of 
condemnation in this case was sent to Lord Londonderry by Dr. Lushington, 
and its circumstances have been the subject of full remark in the house of 
commons. 

Mr. Echeverria’s interview with Lord Londonderry and his call upon me, 
were prior to the disclosures made as well by Lord Liverpool as Lord London¬ 
derry in parliament on the same subject on the fifteenth and seventeenth 
instant. Taken together, they may be considered as affording a sufficiently 
satisfactory clue to the present feelings of this cabinet in relation to South 
American Independence. How much longer it will be able to withhold the 
formal recognition, and thus stand out against the importunities so universal 
of the commercial and manufacturing classes; against the just claims of those 
new states themselves, and against such cogent and irresistible appeals to 
the authority of publick law and historical facts as were yesterday again 
made by Sir James Macintosh in the house of commons in support of those 
claims, time must show. These appeals are the more gratifying from follow¬ 
ing up as they do the grounds taken in the state papers of the United States. 





As we have lately seen an important branch of the colonial policy of Britain, 
give way before the remonstrances of only her West India merchants and 
proprietors, it can scarcely be too much to imagine that we shall before very 
long behold her on this question of South America giving way to the uni¬ 
versal demand of her merchants and manufacturers, backed too as their 
solicitations are by a commanding eloquence in her senate, and by the en¬ 
lightened dictates of publick opinion throughout the nation. To motives so 
powerful for fully acknowledging the independence of South America, her 
ministers have nothing to oppose but their connexions with the European 
Alliance, and their obligations to old Spain. From the trammels of the 
former it would be wise to extricate themselves, whilst it may be strongly 
suspected that their alleged delicacy towards Spain will not last longer than 
their hope of still seeing the ancient state of things brought back in that 
country. How far this hope will survive the events which have transpired 
at Madrid since the present month set in, we do not as yet know. In the 
meantime, British interests are suffering, and will probably continue more or 
less to suffer, as long as the full recognition is delayed. The journals of the 
day announce, that insurance upon ships from London to the ports of 
Colombia, cannot be effected at Lloyds but at great cost, and this not merely 
on account of the risk of capture from pirates in those seas, but also from 
Spanish ships of war and privateers. From these and other considerations 
we may infer, that British commerce with those new states will never have 
its full scope and fair advantage of competition, until their independence is 
completely acknowledged. If I have accurately understood Mr. Echeverria, 
and he in turn Lord Londonderry, it is plain that this government has taken 
in no ill part the act of recognition by the United States. It would seem 
that it is rather awake to the advantages of our situation which has enabled 
us to take our own measures freed from the incubus of the Holy Alliance. 
That Britain will take the step herself at a day not distant, is my confident 
belief, for whatever present excuses her statesmen may have laid hold of, I 
can scarcely believe it possible that they will not be roused to it by our 
rivalry, which they must be sensible will be rendered more formidable and 
dangerous by every hour of their procrastination. 

Mr. Echeverria having had an object of his own in calling upon me, pro¬ 
ceeded, after his other communications to state it. He said that he was about 
to set out for Paris in a few days, and requested that in the event of any des¬ 
patches arriving for him in London during his absence, I would permit them 
to be forwarded to him in Paris, under cover of my seal to the minister of the 
United States in that capital. I replied that I feared they would have little 
additional security by this course, as I seldom wrote to Mr. Gallatin but by 
the mail, and it was well known that no seals, whether of foreign ministers or 
others, enjoyed much inviolability in the French post offices. He said that 
he believed the risk to his correspondence would be less if it could be put 
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under cover to our legation at Paris, to which I replied again that I would for¬ 
ward it in that manner, if Mr. Gallatin had no objections; but that as it was a 
measure which would concern him also, I could not make him a party to it 
without his consent. Something was said of special couriers, upon which I 
remarked that I had never yet had occasion to employ one in my correspond¬ 
ence with Paris. Mr. E. here upon asked whether I could employ one for his 
despatches, allowing him to be at the expense. I replied that such a course 
would be objectionable, but that if ever I found it necessary to employ one 
on the objects of my own government, I would send any letters addressed to 
him by the same conveyance, with Mr. Gallatin’s concurrence, to whom I re¬ 
ferred him, more especially as he would have an opportunity of consulting 
him at Paris. He then asked my permission to address a note to me em¬ 
bracing the request which he had made in person, adding that it was at the 
wish of his government that he had made it. 

A copy of the note which he subsequently wrote to me, with a copy of my 
answer, is enclosed.^ It appears that he had not conceived with entire ac¬ 
curacy what fell from me in conversation. I will either act in this matter on 
my own discretion henceforth, or receive any suggestions with which you may 
think it necessary to favor me. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


784 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, July 26, 1822. 

Sir : Mr. Zea called upon me this day. He confirms all that Mr. Echeverria 
told me respecting the views and intentions of this government on the ques¬ 
tion of South American independence. To repeat what he said, would there¬ 
fore only be to go over again what is recounted in my last despatch,® there 
having been a substantial and entire agreement in their communications to me. 
Those of Mr. Zea have, if any thing, been given with rather the most strength. 
He says that Lord Londonderry explicitly remarked, that Great Britain 
would not carry her consideration for Spain so far as to postpone too long her 
rights of acting as she might think fit; in other words, as the sentiment may 
be understood, that she will acknowledge the independence of the colonies 
after a little more formality, whatever may be the conduct or opinions of 
Spain in relation to the subject. Mr. Zea also represents Lord Londonderry 
as saying, that this court would strongly advise Spain herself to recognize the 

^ Not printed in this collection. 

2 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVII. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 783. 
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colonies, and thus free the powers of Europe from all further embarrassment 
upon the occasion. 

I collected from Mr. Zea that he, and not Mr. Echeverria, is the actual rep¬ 
resentative of Colombia at the present juncture. This may render unneces¬ 
sary all notice of what I have written concerning the despatches of the latter. 
Should any similar requests ever be made to me by any of the representa¬ 
tives of these our new sister republicks, whilst they remain unacknowledged 
in Europe, I shall feel a disposition to do what courtesy demands, without 
however going further than my proper duties to my own government will 
warrant. I shall, at the least, be ever disposed to extend to them as much ac¬ 
commodation in this line, as I have myself received from members of the resi¬ 
dent diploma tick corps, from time to time since I have been in London. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


785 

Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, August 27,1822. 

To all that is said in your number 58,^ respecting Mr. Ravenga, I will take 
care to pay special attention, so as to execute as far as circumstances may al¬ 
low, the President’s desire in the spirit that it is conveyed to me. As yet I 
have not seen, or heard of this gentleman’s arrival, in this capital. Mr. Eche¬ 
verria, and Mr. Zea, both called upon me, as I have mentioned in former com¬ 
munications. The latter still claims, as I understand, to be considered the 
representative of Colombia. Heretofore there has been some difhculty in 
ascertaining with precision who has filled this trust, from the circumstance 
of that new Republick not being acknowledged here; but your despatch be¬ 
comes full authority to me that it is in Mr. Ravenga’s hands, and I will act 
accordingly. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVII. 

2 See above, pt. i, doc. Ill, Adams to Rush, July 24, 1822. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quin^cy Adan 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, October 12, 1822. 

On the eighth instant, Mr. Garcia and General Paroissien, the Peruvi 
envoys mentioned in my number 267,^ waited upon me. They did not 1 
before me any complaints whatever respecting our naval officers in the I 
cific, or any other of our officers or citizens residing in Peru or Chili, or tradi 
there. They confined their visit, for this time, to one of personal and offic 
civility, making it the occasion of expressing their gratitude and thankfuln< 
to the United States for acknowledging the independence of their count 
I gathered from them that their hopes of a speedy recognition by this govei 
ment are not sanguine; yet they think the prospect better since Mr. Cannini 
appointment, than before. On what ground they rest this hope I know not, i 
less it be that Mr. Canning’s long connexion with Liverpool, as the represen 
tive in parliament of that town, may be thought to have predisposed him t 
participation in the sympathies of its commercial population upon this qu 
tion. Mr. Garcia apologized for the medals he had sent me.® I said to hi 
that the last gift of this kind which I had declined previously to his, was tl 
of a coronation medal, set apart for my acceptance by one of the officers 
this government on the occasion of the king’s coronation last year; and tha 
was bound on such a point as this to look upon all foreign states in the sa; 
light, that of Great Britain and that of Peru, the latter being now in the e] 
of my government, sovereign and independent like the former. The < 
planation being offered in a friendly and conciliating spirit, was so received, 
a spirit which marked the whole conversation of both these gentlemen d 
ing the half hour they sat with me. I returned their visit on the followi 
day, and shall omit no opportunity within my power of keeping up good \ 
between us. I distinctly said to them, that it fell within the desire of 1 
President, that I should use such endeavours as circumstances might just 
in my intercourse with this court, to dispose it towards a recognition of 1 
independence of their country, for I consider what is said in your number = 
in regard to Colombia, as in its spirit extending to the other states of Soi 
America, comprehended in the President’s message. They seemed to be s< 
sible of the benefits which our act of recognition has already conferred uf 
the cause of South American freedom and independence throughout 1 
world, and received with satisfaction this assurance from me, that the Pn 
dent did not cease to take an active interest in it. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVIII. 

* Not printed in this collection. 

® See below, pt. viii, doc. 787. 

* See above, pt. i, doc. Ill, Adams to Rush, July 24, 1822. 
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787 

Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, March 20, 182j. 

Sir: Mr. Garcia del Rio, one of the envoys from Peru, whose name I have 
mentioned to you in communications ^ at a former period, has given into 
my care, for the government of the United States, a medal struck to com¬ 
memorate the Independence of Lima. In compliance with his request, 
having heretofore informed him that I could not accept such gifts myself, 
I now transmit this medal to your hands. It is enclosed in this despatch 
and I hope will reach you safely. I send also from Mr. Garcia, four pam¬ 
phlets on Peruvian affairs, two of which he designs for the President, and two 
for your acceptance.* 

A conspicuous journal here, the Morning Chronicle, intimated a week ago 
that this government was upon the eve of recognizing the Independence of 
Colombia. I can only say that if this be the case I have heard nothing of 
it through any other channel, nor has Mr. Ravenga. This gentleman has 
not yet had an interview with Mr. Canning, or any other member of this 
government, nor does he know at present when one will be granted him. 


788 

Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, August xg, 1823. 

Sir: When my interview with Mr. Canning on Saturday was about to 
close, I transiently asked him whether, notwithstanding the late news from 
Spain, we might not still hope that the Spaniards would get the better of all 
their difficulties. I had allusion to the defection of Ballasteros, in Andalu¬ 
sia, an event seeming to threaten with new dangers the constitutional cause. 
His reply was general, importing nothing more than his opinion of the 
increased difficulties and dangers with which, undoubtedly, this event was 
calculated to surround the Spanish cause. 

Pursuing the topick of Spanish affairs, I remarked that should France 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXVI 11 . 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 786, Rush to Adams, October 12, 1822. 

® MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 
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ultimately effect her purposes in Spain, there was at least the consolation 
left, that Great Britain would not allow her to go farther and lay her hands 
upon the Spanish colonies, bringing them too under her grasp. I here had 
in my mind the sentiments promulgated upon this subject in Mr. Canning’s 
note to the British ambassador at Paris of the 31st of March, during the 
negociations that preceded the invasion of Spain. It will be recollected 
that the British government say in this note, that time and the course of 
events appeared to have substantially decided the question of the separa¬ 
tion of these colonies from the mother country, although their formal 
recognition as independent states by Gt. Britain might be hastened or 
retarded by external circumstances, as well as by the internal condition 
of those new states themselves; and that as his Britannic majesty disclaimed 
all intention of appropriating to himself the smallest portion of the late 
Spanish possessions in America, he was also satisfied that no attempt would 
be made by France to bring any of them under her dominion, either by 
conquest, or by cession from Spain. 

By this we are to understand, in terms sufficiently distinct, that Great 
Britain would not be passive under such an attempt by France, and Mr. 
Canning, on my having referred to this note, asked me what I thought my 
government would say to going hand in hand with his, in the same senti¬ 
ment; not as he added that any concert in action under it, could become 
necessary between the two countries, but that the simple fact of our being 
known to hold the same sentiment would, he had no doubt, by its moral 
effect, put down the intention on the part of France, admitting that she 
should ever entertain it. This belief was founded he said upon the large 
share of the maritime power of the world which Gt. Britain and the United 
States shared between them, and the consequent influence which the knowl¬ 
edge that they held a common opinion upon a question on which such large 
maritime interests, present and future, hung, could not fail to produce 
upon the rest of the world. 

I replied, that in what manner my government would look upon such a 
suggestion, I was unable to say, but that I would communicate it in the 
same informal manner in which he threw it out. I said, however, that I 
did not think I should do so with full advantage, unless he would at the 
same time enlighten me as to the precise situation in which His Majesty’s 
government stood at this moment in relation to those new states, and espe¬ 
cially on the material point of their own independence. 

He replied that Great Britain certainly never again intended to lend her 
instrumentality or aid, whether by mediation or otherwise, towards making 
up the dispute between Spain and her colonies; but that if this result could 
still be brought about, she would not interfere to prevent it. Upon my 
intimating that I had supposed that all idea of Spain ever recovering her 
authority over the colonies had long since gone by, he explained by saying 
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that he did not mean to controvert that opinion, for he too believed that the 
day had arrived when all America might be considered as lost to Europe, 
so far as the tie of political dependence was concerned. All that he meant 
was, that if Spain and the colonies should still be able to bring the dispute, 
not yet totally extinct between them, to a close upon terms satisfactory to 
both sides, and which should at the same time secure to Spain commercial 
or other advantages not extended to other nations, that Great Britain 
would not object to a compromise in this spirit of preference to Spain. All 
that she would ask would be, to stand upon as favoured a footing as any other 
nation after Spain. Upon my again alluding to the improbability of the 
dispute ever settling down now even upon this basis, he said that it was not 
his intention to maintain such a position, and that he had expressed himself 
as above rather for the purpose of indicating the feeling which this cabinet 
still had towards Spain in relation to the controversy, than of predicting 
results. 

Wishing, however, to be still more specifically informed, I asked whether 
Great Britain was at this moment taking any step, or contemplating any, 
which had reference to the recognition to those states, this being the point 
in which we felt the chief interest. 

He replied that she had taken none whatever, as yet, but was upon the 
eve of taking one, not final, but preparatory, and which would still leave her 
at large to recognize or not according to the position of events at a future 
period. The measure in question was, to send out one or more individuals 
under authority from this government to South America, not strictly dip¬ 
lomatic, but clothed with powers in the nature of a commission of inquiry, 
and which in short he described as analagous to those exercised by our com¬ 
missioners in 1817; and that upon the result of this commission much might 
depend as to the ulterior conduct of Gt. Britain. I asked whether I was to 
understand that it would comprehend all the new states, or which of them; 
to which he replied that, for the present it would be limited to Mexico. 

Reverting to his first idea he again said, that he hoped that France would 
not, should even events in the Peninsula be favorable to her, extend her views 
to South America for the purpose of reducing the colonies, nominally perhaps 
for Spain, but in effect to subserve ends of her own; but that in case she should 
meditate such a policy, he was satisfied that the knowledge of the United 
States being opposed to it as well as Gt. Britain, could not fail to have its 
influence in checking her steps. In this way he thought good might be done 
by prevention, and peaceful prospects all round increased. As to the form 
in which such knowledge might be made to reach France, and even the other 
powers of Europe, he said in conclusion that that might probably be arranged 
in a manner that would be free from objection. 

I again told him that I would convey his suggestions to you for the in¬ 
formation of the President, and impart to him whatever reply I might 



receive. My own inference rather is, that his proposition was a fortuitoi 
one; yet he entered into it I thought with some interest, and appeared t 
receive with a corresponding satisfaction the assurance I gave him that 
should be made known to the President. I did not feel myself at liberty t 
express any opinion unfavorable to it, and was as careful to give none in ii 
favor. 
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George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, \ 
Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Private & confidential. Foreign Office, August 20, 1823, 

My dear Sir: Before leaving Town, I am desirous of bringing before yo 
in a more distinct, but still in an unofficial and confidential, shape, the quej 
tion which we shortly discussed the last time that I had the pleasure c 
seeing you. 

Is not the moment come when our Governments might understand eac 
other as to the Spanish American Colonies? And if we can arrive at such a 
understanding, would it not be expedient for ourselves, and beneficial fc 
all the world, that the principles of it should be clearly settled and plainl 
avowed? 

For ourselves we have no disguise. 

1. We conceive the recovery of the Colonies by Spain to be hopeless. 

2. We conceive the question of the Recognition of them, as Independen 
States, to be one of time and circumstances. 

3. We are, however, by no means disposed to throw any impediment i 
the way of an arrangement between them, and the mother country b 
amicable negotiation. 

4. We aim not at the possession of any portion of them ourselves. 

5. We could not see any portion of them transferred to any other Powei 
with indifference. 

If these opinions and feelings are as I firmly believe them to be, common t 
your Government with ours, why should we hesitate mutually to confid 
them to each other; and to declare them in the face of the world? 

If there be any European Power which cherishes other projects, whic 
looks to a forcible enterprize for reducing the Colonies to subjugation, on th 
behalf or in the name of Spain; or which meditates the acquisition of an 
part of them to itself, by cession or by conquest; such a declaration on th 
part of your government and ours would be at once the most effectual an 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, August 22 
1823, which see below, pt, Viii, doc. 791. 
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the least offensive mode of intimating our joint disapprobation of such 
projects. 

It would at the same time put an end to all the jealousies of Spain with 
respect to her remaining Colonies—and to the agitation which prevails in 
those Colonies, an agitation which it would be but humane to allay; being 
determined (as we are) not to profit by encouraging it*— 

Do you conceive that under the power which you have recently received, 
you are authorized to enter into negotiation, and to sign any Convention 
upon this subject? Do you conceive, if that be not within your competence, 
you could exchange with me ministerial notes upon it? 

Nothing could be more gratifying to me than to join with you in such a 
work, and, I am persuaded, there has seldom, in the history of the world, 
occurred an opportunity, when so small an effort, of two friendly Govern¬ 
ments, might produce so unequivocal a good and prevent such extensive 
calamities. 

I shall be absent from London but three weeks at the utmost; but never so 
far distant, but that I can receive and reply to any communication, within 
three or four days. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to George Canning, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

London, August 23, 1823. 

My dear Sir: Your unofficial and confidential note of the 20th instant^ 
reached me yesterday, and has commanded from me all the reflection due to 
the interest of its subject, and to the friendly spirit of confidence upon which 
it is so emphatically founded. 

The government of the United States having, in the most formal manner, 
acknowledged the independence of the late Spanish provinces in America, 
desires nothing more anxiously than to see this independence maintained 
with stability, and under auspices that may promise prosperity and happiness 
to these new states themselves, as well as advantage to the rest of the world. 
As conducing to these great ends, my government has always desired, and 
still desires, to see them received into the family of nations by the powers of 
Europe, and especially, I may add, by Great Britain. 

My government is also under a sincere conviction, that the epoch has ar¬ 
rived when the interests of humanity and justice, as well as all other interests 
would be essentially subserved by the general recognition of these states. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, August 23, 
1823, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 791. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 789. 
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Making these remarks, I believe I may confidently say, that the senti¬ 
ments unfolded in your note are fully those which belong also to my govern¬ 
ment. 

It conceives the recovery of the colonies by Spain, to be hopeless. 

It would throw no Impediment in the way of an arrangement between them 
and the mother country, by amicable negociation—supposing an arrange¬ 
ment of this nature to be possible. 

It does not aim at the possession of any portion of those communities, for 
or on behalf of the United States. 

It would regard as highly unjust, and fruitful of disastrous consequences, 
any attempt on the part of any European power to take possession of them by 
conquest, or by cession; or on any ground or pretext whatever. 

But, in what manner my government might deem it expedient to avow 
these principles and feelings, or express its disapprobation of such projects as 
the last, are points which none of my instructions, or the power which I have 
recently received, embrace; and they involve I am forced to add considera¬ 
tions of too much delicacy for me to act upon them in advance. 

It will yield me particular pleasure to be the organ of promptly causing to 
be brought under the notice of the President, the opinions and views of which 
you have made me the depository upon this subject, and I am of nothing 
more sure than that he will fully appreciate their intrinsick interest, and not 
less the frank and friendly feelings towards the United States in which they 
have been conceived and communicated to me on your part. 

Nor, do I take too much upon myself, when I anticipate the peculiar satis¬ 
faction the President will also derive from the intimation which you have 
not scrupled to afford me, as to the just and liberal determinations of His 
Majesty’s government, in regard to the colonies which still remain to Spain. 

With a full reciprocation of the personal cordiality which your note also 
breathes, and begging you to accept [etc.]. 
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Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britainy to John Quincy Adamsy 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, August 23y 1823, 

Sir: I yesterday received from Mr. Canning a note headed ^‘private and 
confidential” setting before me in a more distinct form the proposition re¬ 
specting South America affairs, which he communicated to me in conversa- 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 
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tion, on the i6th, as already reported in my number 323,^ Of his note^ I 
lose no time in transmitting a copy for your information, as well as a copy of 
my answer ^ to it written and sent this day. 

In shaping the answer on my own judgment alone, I feel that I have had a 
task of some embarrassment to perform, and shall be happy if it receives the 
President’s approbation. 

I believe that this government has the subject of Mr. Canning’s proposi¬ 
tion much at heart, and certainly his note bears, upon the face of it, a charac¬ 
ter of cordiality towards the government of the United States which cannot 
escape notice. 

I have therefore thought it proper to impart to my note a like character, 
and to meet the points laid down in his, as far as I could, consistently with 
other and paramount considerations. 

These I conceived to be chiefly twofold; first the danger of pledging my 
government to any measure or course of policy which might in any degree, 
now or hereafter, implicate it in the federative system of Europe; and, second¬ 
ly, I have felt myself alike without warrant to take a step which might prove 
exceptionable in the eyes of France, with whom our pacifick and friendly re¬ 
lations remain I presume undisturbed, whatever may be our speculative ab¬ 
horrence of her attack upon the liberties of Spain. 

In framing my answer, I had also to consider what was due to Spain her¬ 
self, and I hope that I have not overlooked what was due to the colonies. 

The whole subject is open to views on which my mind has deliberated anx¬ 
iously. If the matter of my answer shall be thought to bear properly upon 
motives and considerations which belong most materially to the occasion, it 
will be a source of great satisfaction to me. 

The tone of earnestness in Mr. Canning’s note and the force of some of his 
expressions, naturally start the inference that the British cabinet cannot be 
without its serious apprehensions that ambitious enterprises are meditated 
against the independence of the South American states. Whether by France 
alone, I cannot now say, on any authentick grounds. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 See above, pt. viil, doc. 788, Rush to Adams, August 19, 1823. 

* See above, pt. viii, docs. 789 and 790, Canning to Rush, August 20, and Rush to Can¬ 
ning, August 23, 1823. 



1482 PART VIII: COMMUNICATIONS FROM GREAT BRITAIN 

792 

George Cannings Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, k 
Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Private & confidential. Liverpool, August 23, 1823. 

My dear Sir: Since I wrote to you on the 20th, 2 an additional motive has 
occurred for wishing that we might be able to come to some understanding or 
the part of our respective Governments on the subject of my letter; to come 
to it soon, and to be at liberty to announce it to the world. 

It is this, I have received notice, but not such a notice as imposes upon me 
the necessity of any immediate answer or proceeding—that so soon as the 
military objects in Spain are achieved (of which the French expect, how just¬ 
ly I know not a very speedy achievement) a proposal will be made for a Con¬ 
gress, or some less formal concert and consultation, specially upon the affairs 
of Spanish America. 

I need not point out to you all the complications to which this proposal 
however dealt with by us, may lead. 

Pray receive this communication in the same confidence with the former 
and believe me with great truth [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to George Canning 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

London, August 27,1823, 

My dear Sir: Your favor of the 23d,^ dated at Liverpool, got to hand 
yesterday, and I perceive in its contents new motives for attaching impor¬ 
tance to the subject to which it relates. 

In the note which I had the honor to address to you on the 23rd, two prin¬ 
cipal ideas have place. 

1. That the government of the United States earnestly desires to see main¬ 
tained, permanently, the independence of the late Spanish provinces ir 
America. 

2. That it would view with uneasiness any attempt on the part of the powers 
of Europe to intrench upon that independence. 

1 will add, in the present note, that my government would view with like 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, August 28 
1823, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 794. 

2 See above, pt. viil, doc. 789. 

® MS, Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, August 28 
1823, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 794. 

* See above, pt. viii, doc. 792. 
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uneasiness any interference whatever, by the powers of Europe in the affairs 
of those new states, unsolicited by the latter and against their will. It would 
regard the convening of a congress, for example, at this period of time, to de¬ 
liberate upon their affairs, as a measure uncalled for, and indicative of a pol¬ 
icy highly unfriendly to the tranquillity of the world. It could never look 
with insensibility upon such an exercise of European jurisdiction over com¬ 
munities now of right exempt from it, and entitled to regulate their own con¬ 
cerns unmolested from abroad. In speaking thus, I am entirely confident 
that I do nothing more than strictly interpret the opinions of my government, 
and of the whole people of the United States. It is only as to the mode in 
which the former might choose to give expression to its strong disapproba¬ 
tion of such enterprizes, that my instructions at this moment, as I think, fail 
me. 

If you suppose any of the sentiments of this, or my preceding, note,^ sus¬ 
ceptible of being moulded by me into a form promising to achieve the object 
proposed in your note of the 20th, or make^ any useful approximation to it, 
I shall be most happy to take into consideration whatever suggestions you 
may favor me with, towards this end, either immediately in writing, or in the 
more unreserved intercourse of conversation when you return to town, being 
in this respect altogether at your disposal. 

I will, for the present, only add, that could His Majesty’s government see 
fit to consider the time now arrived for a full acknowledgment of the inde¬ 
pendence of the South American states by Great Britain, it is my unequivo¬ 
cal belief, entertained not on light grounds, that it would accelerate the steps 
of my government in a course of policy intimated as being common to this 
government, for the welfare of those states. It would also naturally place 
me in a new position in my further conferences with you, upon this interesting 
subject. 

Begging to assure you that the notes with which you favor me are treated 
in the spirit of confidence with which they are written, I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, August 28,1823. 

Sir: Since my last despatch, I have received a second confidential note^ 
from Mr. Canning, dated at Liverpool, the 23rd, a copy of which and of my 

1 See above, pt. vm, doc. 790, Rush to Canning, August 23, 1823. 

2 Ihid., 789, 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 

4 Q/aa oVk/urd ttttt rinr' in'y 
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answer,^ dated yesterday, are enclosed. The subject of our correspondence 
being, as appears to me, of deep interest, I think proper to apprize you of it 
from step to step, without waiting for the further developments to which it 
may possibly lead. I hence hope that this communication will be in time to 
accompany my last, in the packet ship that will leave Liverpool on the first of 
September. 

Mr. Canning having now distinctly informed me, that he has received no¬ 
tice of measures being in projection by the powers of Europe relative to the 
affairs of Spanish America, as soon as the French succeed in their military 
movements in Spain,—^which it would seem they expect soon to do,—I can¬ 
not avoid seeing this subject under the complications to which Mr. Canning 
alludes. 

My first object will be to urge upon this government the obvious expediency 
of an immediate and unreserved recognition of the independence of the 
South American states. 

It will be seen by my note to Mr. Canning of yesterday, that I have made a 
beginning in this work, and, should the opportunity be afforded me, it is my 
intention to follow it up zealously. 

Should I be asked by Mr. Canning, whether, if the recognition he made by 
Great Britain without more delay, I am, on my part, prepared to make a dec- 
laration in the name of my government that it will not remain inactive under 
an attack upon the independence of those states by the Holy Alliance, the 
present determination of my judgment is, that I will make this declaration, 
explicitly, and avow it before the world. 

I am not unaware of the responsibility which I should, by such a measure, 
assume upon myself. My reasons for assuming it, I have not, at present, the 
leisure to recount with the requisite fulness. The leading ones would be, in 
brief, as follow: 

1. I may thereby aid in achieving an immediate and positive good to those 
rising states in our hemisphere; for such I should conceive their recognition 
at this juncture by Great Britain, in itself, to be. 

2. Such recognition, cooperating with the declaration which this govern¬ 
ment has already in effect made, that it will not look quietly on if Spanish 
America is attacked, and followed up by a similar (though not joint) declara¬ 
tion from me that neither will the United States, would prove at least a prob¬ 
able means of warding off the attack. The minister of foreign affairs of this 
government, it appears, is under a strong persuasion that it would forestall it, 
and this without the recognition by England being, as yet, a part of his case. 

3. Should the issue of things be different, and events notwithstanding arise 
threatening the peace of the United States, or otherwise seriously to commit 
them, under such a declaration from me, it would still remain with the wis¬ 
dom of my government to disavow my conduct, as I should manifestly have 

1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 793. 
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acted without its previous warrant, though hoping for its subsequent sanc¬ 
tion. I would take to myself all the reproach, consoled if not justified under 
the desire that had animated me to render benefits of great magnitude to the 
cause of South American independence and freedom at a point of time, which, 
if lost, was not to be regained; and believing that, at all events, I should have 
rendered some benefits to it, in being instrumental towards accelerating the 
recognition by Great Britain. 

My conduct might be disavowed in any issue of the transaction, and I 
should still not be left without a hope, that the President would see in it 
proofs of good intention, mixed with a zeal for the advancement of great politi¬ 
cal interests, not appearing at the moment, to be indifferent ultimately to 
the welfare of the United States themselves. 

The result of my reasoning in a word then, is, that I find myself placed in a 
situation in which, by deciding and acting promptly, I may do much publick 
good, whilst publick mischiefs may be arrested by the controuling hand of 
ray government, should my conduct be likely to draw any down. 

I conclude with the usual assurances [etc.]. 
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George Cannings Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Private & confidential. Storrs, Westmorland, August ji, 1823. 

My dear Sir: I have now to acknowledge the receipt of your answer to 
both my letters; & whatever may be the practical result of our confidential 
communication, it is an unmixed satisfaction to me that the spirit in which it 
began on my part, has been met so cordially on yours. 

To a practical result eminently beneficial I see no obstacle; except in your 
want of specific powers, & in the delay which may intervene before you can 
procure them; & during which events may get before us. 

Had you felt yourself authorized to entertain any formal propositions, and 
to decide upon it, without reference home, I would immediately have taken 
measures for assembling my Colleagues in London, upon my return, in order 
to be enabled to submit to you as the act of my government, all that I have 
stated to you as my own sentiments & theirs. But with such a delay in pros¬ 
pect, I think I should hardly be justified in proposing to bind ourselves to 
any thing positively, & unconditionally; and think on the other hand that a 
proposition qualified either in respect to the contingency of your concurrence 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, September 8, 
1823, which see below, pt* vni, doc. 796. 
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in it, or with reference to possible change of circumstances, would want tl 
decision & frankness which I should wish to mark our proceeding. 

Not that I anticipate any change of circumstances, which could vary tl 
views opened to you in my first letternor that, after what you have writt( 
to me in return, I apprehend any essential dissimilarity of views on the pa 
of your Government. 

But we must not place ourselves in a position, in which, if called upon fro 
other quarters for an opinion, we cannot give a clear & definite account n 
only of what we think & feel, but of what we have done or are doing, upon tl 
matter in question. To be able to say, in answer to such an appeal, that tl 
U^. States & Great Britain concur in thinking so & so—would be well. 1 
anticipate any such appeal by a voluntary declaration to the same effe 
would be still better. But to have to say that we are in communication wi 
the U. States, but have no conclusive understanding with them, would be i 
convenient—Our free agency would thus be fettered with respect to oth 
powers; while our agreement with you would be yet unascertained. 

What appears to me, therefore, the most advisable is that you should s 
in my unofficial communication enough hope of good to warrant you in i 
quiring Powers & Instructions from your Government on this point, in ad( 
tion to the others upon which you have recently been instructed & empowere 
treating that communication not as a proposition made to you, but as t 
evidence of the nature of a proposition which it would have been my desi 
to make to you, if I had found you provided with authority to entertain 

1 have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adan 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, September 8, 1823. 

Sir: I yesterday received another confidential note from Mr. Cannir 
dated the thirty first of August, a copy ^ of which I have the honor to enclc 
herewith for the President's information. 

From this note it would appear, that Mr. Canning is not prepared 
pledge this government to an immediate recognition of the independence 
the South American states. I shall renew to him a proposition to this eff( 
when we meet; but should he continue to draw back from it, I shall on i 
part not act upon the overture contained in his first note, not feeling mys 
at liberty to accede to them in the name of my government, but upon t 
basis of an equivalent. This equivalent as I now view the subject could 
^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. * See above, pt. viii, doc. 795. 
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nothing less than the immediate and full acknowledgment of those states, or 
some of them, by Gt. Britain. 

I shall send this despatch by this evening^s mail to Liverpool, and have 
reason to hope that it will go in a ship that sails on the eighth, whereby there 
will have been not a moment’s delay in putting you in possession of all the 
correspondence that has passed between Mr. Canning and me, or that now 
seems likely to pass, upon this delicate subject. I cannot help thinking, 
however, that its apparent urgency may, after all, be lessened by the turn 
which we may yet witness in affairs, military and political, in Spain. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richdtd Rushf United States Ministef to Gveat Bfitaitif to John Quiucy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, September iq, 1823. 

Sir: Mr. Secretary Canning returned to town about a week ago, and I had 
an interview with him yesterday at the foreign office, at his request. 

He entered at once upon the subject of Spanish America, remarking that 
he thought it claimed precedence, at present, over all others between us. 
Military events in the Peninsula seemed every day to be drawing nearer to a 
crisis in favor of the French arms, and the political arrangements projected 
afterwards, would, there was good reason to suppose, be immediately direct¬ 
ed to the affairs of the late colonies. He would therefore not give up the 
hope, notwithstanding the footing upon which this subject appeared to be 
placed at the close of our recent correspondence, that I might yet see my way 
towards a substantial acquiescence in his proposals. They were hourly ac¬ 
quiring new importance and urgency under aspects that neither of our 
governments could be insensible to. 

Having perceived, since we had last been together, the publication in the 
newspapers of the correspondence between a portion of the merchants of 
London and‘the foreign office, respecting the appointment of consuls, or 
commercial agents, for the South American states, I asked Mr. Canning 
whether I was to infer that this government was speedily about to adopt 
such a measure, to which he replied in the affirmative, saying that commer¬ 
cial agents would certainly be soon appointed, and sent out to the proper 
ports in those quarters. 

As to the proposals he had submitted to me, I said that I was sure that he 
would himself appreciate the delicacy of the ground upon which I stood. The 
United States, it was true, would view any attempt on the part of France and 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 
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the continental alliance to re-subjugate those new states, as a transcendent 
act of national injustice, and indicative of a progressive and most alarming 
ambition. Yet, to join Great Britain in a declaration to this effect might 
lay them open in some respects to consequences upon the character and ex¬ 
tent of which it became my duty to reflect with great caution, before I made 
up my mind to meet the responsibilities of them. The value of the declara¬ 
tion, it was agreed, would depend upon its being formally made known to 
Europe. Would not such a step wear the appearance of the United States 
implicating themselves in the political connexions of Europe? Would it not 
be acceding, in this instance at least, to the policy of one of its leading powers 
in opposition to the projects avowed by other powers? This heretofore had 
been no part of the system of the United States. Their foreign policy had 
been essentially bottomed on the maxim of keeping peace and harmony with 
all powers, without offending any. Upon the institutions as upon the dis- 
sentions of foreign nations, the government and the people of the United 
States might have, and might express, their speculative opinions; but it had 
been no part of their past conduct to interfere with the one, or, being un¬ 
molested themselves, to become parties to the other. In this broad princi¬ 
ple laid one of my difficulties under his proposals. 

He replied, that however just such a policy might have been formerly, or 
might continue to be as a general policy, he apprehended that powerful and 
controuling circumstances made it inapplicable on the present occasion. The 
question was a new and a complicated one in modern affairs. It was also, to 
the full, as much American as European, to say no more. It concerned the 
United States under interests as immediate and commanding, as it did or 
could any of the states of Europe. They (the United States) were the first 
power established on that continent, and now confessedly the leading power. 
They were connected with Spanish America by their position, as with Europe 
by their relations. They also stood connected with these new states by 
political relations. Was it possible that they could see with indifference 
their fate decided upon by Europe? Could Europe expect this indifference? 
Had not a new epoch arrived in the relative position of the United States to¬ 
wards Europe, which Europe must acknowledge? Were the great political 
and commercial interests which hung upon the destinies of the new continent, 
to be canvassed and adjusted in this hemisphere without the cooperation or 
even knowledge of the United States? Were they to be canvassed and ad¬ 
justed, he would add, without some proper understanding between the 
United States and Great Britain, as the two chief commercial and maritime 
states of both worlds? He hoped not, he would wish to persuade himself 
not. Such was the tenor of his remarks. I said, that his suggestions were 
not unworthy of great consideration, and that such and others of the same 
nature would probably not escape the attention of my government. There 
might, I was aware, be room for thinking, that the late formation of these 
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new states would impose new political duties upon the United States, not 
merely as coupled with the great cause of national justice and freedom, but 
as more closely coupled with their own present and future interests, and with 
the very existence finally of their own institutions. That I might, perhaps, 
speaking for myself as an individual, be able to imagine that the expression 
of a voice by the United States, upon the destinies of these states, admitting 
that the powers of Europe usurped a right to bring them under deliberation, 
would imply no real departure from the principles that had heretofore regulat¬ 
ed their foreign intercourse, or pledge them henceforth to the federative or 
political connexions of the old world. If, too, that voice happened to be in 
unison with the voice of Great Britain, I admitted that it might prove but 
the more auspicious to the common object which both nations had in view, 
without committing either to any systematick or ulterior concert. But I 
said, that as the question of the United States expressing this voice, and pro¬ 
mulgating it under official authority to the powers of Europe, was one of 
novelty as well as magnitude in their history, it was for my government 
and not for me to decide upon it. Concomitant and after-duties of a grave 
and momentous character might be bound up in such a step. I was willing 
to take upon myself any fair responsibility growing out of the station which 
I hold under the confidence of my government. But here was a case wholly 
new, and not seeming to fall within the range of any of the contingent or dis¬ 
cretionary duties that could have been in contemplation when I was clothed 
with my commission. For meeting a case thus extraordinary, if I could do 
so at all, I ought to have some justification beyond any that had yet been 
laid before me. Such was my opinion; such the conclusion to which I had 
been forced to come after full and anxious reflection. 

He said that the case being new, might serve to account for my not being in 
possession of previous or specifick powers respecting it, but that its very nature 
seemed to preclude delay. He had the strongest reasons for believing, that 
the cooperation of the United States with England through my instrumen¬ 
tality, afforded with promptitude, would ward off altogether the meditated 
jurisdiction of the European powers over the affairs of the new world. Delay 
this cooperation until I could receive specifick powers, and the day might go 
by; the progress of events was rapid; the evil might come on. A portion of it 
might and probably would be consummated, and if Great Britain could by 
herself afterwards arrest it, there was at least more of uncertainty in this, be¬ 
sides that preventive measures were always, whether on the score of humani¬ 
ty or efficacy, preferable to those that were remedial. Why then should the 
United States whose institutions always, and whose policy in this instance, 
approximated them so much more closely to Great Britain than to any other 
power in Europe, hesitate to act with her to promote a common object ap¬ 
proved alike by both; to achieve a common good estimated alike by both? 
To this effect did he express himself, amplifying his ideas of which I present 
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but the substance and outline. He finished by saying, that his station and 
duties as the organ of this government would oblige him to call upon me in 
another way, if I continued to feel unable to assent to his past proposals; 
for, said he, “if a congress be in fact assembled on the affairs of Spanish 
America, I shall ask that you, as the representative of the United States at 
this court, be invited to attend it. If you are not invited, I shall reserve to 
myself the option of determining whether or not Great Britain will send a rep¬ 
resentative to it. If you are invited and refuse to go, I shall still reserve to 
myself the same option. Hence you see the complication of the whole sub¬ 
ject; hence you see how essential it is, in the opinion of Great Britain, that 
the United States should not be left out of view, if Europe determine to take 
cognizance of the subject.” These last declarations could not fail to make 
an impression upon me, and I give them as nearly as may be in his own words. 

The complication of the subject said I, continuing the discussion, may be 
cured at once, and by Great Britain. Let Great Britain immediately and 
unequivocally acknowledge the independence of the new states. This will 
put an end to all difficulty. The moment is auspicious, every thing invites 
to the measure, justice, expediency, humanity; the repose of the world, the 
cause of national independence, the prosperity and happiness of both hemi¬ 
spheres. Let Britain but adopt this measure—so just in itself, so recommend¬ 
ed by the point of time before us—the cause of all Spanish America tri¬ 
umphs. The European congress may meet afterwards, if it sees fit! 

He said that such a measure was open to objection, but asked if he was to 
understand that it would make any difference in my powers or conduct. 

I replied, the greatest difference. I had frankly told him that I had no 
powers that would cover my consent to his proposals in the shape that he had 
first made them to me. I would as frankly say, that I had no specifick 
powers to consent to them coupled with the fact of this government acknowl¬ 
edging at once the independence of Spanish America. But, this being done, 
I would stand upon my general powers. I had no hesitation in saying that, 
under their warrant, I would put forth with Great Britain the declaration to 
which he had invited me; that I would do so in the name of my government, 
and consent to its being promulgated, with all the present validity that I 
could give it, to the world. I had carefully examined all my instructions for 
years past bearing either directly or remotely on the great cause of these states, 
I saw in them all, so steady and so strong a desire for the firm establishment 
of their freedom and independence; I saw, too, sometimes in their letter and 
always in their spirit, so concurrent a desire to see their independence ac¬ 
knowledged by Great Britain, that I would not scruple, on seeing the latter 
event brought about, to lend my official name, as far as it could go, to the 
course which he had proposed, and count upon my government stamping with 
its subsequent sanction the part which I acted. If I could be in any degree in¬ 
strumental towards accelerating this acknowledgment, I should feel that I 
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had achieved a great and positive good. Upon British recognition hung, not 
indeed the final, but perhaps in an eminent degree the present tranquility and 
happiness of those states. Their final safety was not, as I believed, at the 
mercy of European dictation; but we could not disguise that it might pro¬ 
long their sufferings, and throw fresh clouds over all their prospects. It was 
in this manner that I expressed myself, displaying to him with entire can¬ 
dour my feelings and determinations, as well as the precise ground upon which 
the steps that I took, whatever they might be, would rest. 

He said that among the objections to recognizing at present, was still that 
of the uncertain condition, internally, of these new states, or, at any rate, of 
some of them. He had, for example, sent an agent in January last to Mexico, 
supposing that Iturbide was at the head of affairs; but by the time he had ar¬ 
rived, a fresh revolution had set up other representatives of the executive 
power. The same internal vicissitudes were to be remarked in others of these 
communities, more to the south. 

Another objection he said was started by the circumstances of this very 
Colombian loan, which had created so much agitation on the stock exchange 
of London for a twelvemonth past. It was true, that as this subject actually 
stood, the British Government owed no obligation to those British subjects 
who had embarked their money in an adventure of the safety of which they 
had themselves chosen to be the judges. But suppose the recognition to 
have been made by Great Britain sometime ago, as was wished, and the loan 
to have followed, would not the duty of countenance and protection have 
attached, and might not this serve to portray the hazards of coming too hastily 
into relations with distant states whose credit or whose means, in their deal¬ 
ings with the subjects of other nations, did not as yet appear to rest on any 
sure or adequate foundations? 

Respecting the latter topick I replied, that it was beyond my competence 
to disentangle all its details. All I could say was, that the government of 
Colombia as far as I was informed had fallen into no departure from good 
faith in the transaction, and it yet remained to be known whether it would 
not in the end give satisfaction to all the parties concerned. But, far from 
an obstacle in the way of recognizing, it appeared to me that the incident 
fairly led to different conclusions; for had Colombia at the period of the loan 
been admitted to regular relations with this government, it is to be presumed 
that the powers of her diplomatick agents would have been open to other 
examinations than they appear to have received, and the whole transaction 
thus been freed from the subsequent embarrassments which surrounded it. 

As to internal vicissitudes, I remarked that the dilemma thence arising was 
not greater than had been witnessed in France from time to time during a 
period of more than twenty years, than had been seen in Naples since, or 
than was experienced at this very moment by Britain herself in her diplo¬ 
matick intercourse with Portugal and Spain. Had we not seen revolutions 
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and counter-revolutions, royal governments, constitutional governments, 
regencies, succeeding each other almost day by day in the oldest countries 
of Europe, whose affairs too were still as unsettled as when these commotions 
began? Why then be surprised at changes in the new world? Besides, 
these changes would be likely to be largely if not entirely checked by the fact 
of the new states being recognized by Europe. This would give stability 
to their institutions, and, by breaking down the hopes of the discontented 
and the factions amongst themselves, become the sure guarantees of their 
greater internal prosperity and repose. What proofs had they not given of 
military power? What proofs were they not giving of political wisdom? 
Look at Buenos Ayres, that as long ago as 1807 could repulse the well- 
appointed legions of Britain herself. Look at Colombia,—she was at this 
moment, at one and the same time, laying the ground work of a confederacy 
for all Spanish America, and by her auxiliary veterans marched into Peru, 
upholding the cause of emancipation upon that shore. Every thing attested 
the reality of that emancipation. It was irrevocable. Spain might go on 
with her languid efforts and protract, through her delusion, the miseries of 

war. But over Spanish American independence, she had no longer any 
controul—Europe had no controul. It was a question forever settled. It 
would soon be seen by Britain, that the United States, in their proposals for 
adjusting with Russia, and with Britain, the respective pretensions of the 
three powers on the coasts of the Pacific, were forced to take for granted the 
independence of all the late colonies of Spain on that continent, as the 
inevitable basis of all just and practical negociation. Their independence 

was, in fine, the new political element of modern times and must henceforth 
pervade the political arrangements of both worlds. Why then should 
Britain longer forbear to acknowledge this independence? She had already 
done so in effect; why should she not in form? She had, by her solemn 
statutes, made her trade with those new states lawful; she had stood ready 
to support that trade with her squadrons; she was on the eve of sending out 
commercial agents to reside in some or all of them, as the guardians of 
British interests; all this she had done, and more. She had even declared in 
her state papers, that the question of their independence was substantially 
decided though the formal recognition of it might indeed be retarded, or be 
hastened^ by external circumstances. What external circumstances could 
be imagined more imperious for hastening this formal recognition than the 
present, when Spain is seen to be doubly incapacitated from regaining 
dominion over these states, and continental Europe actually meditating such 
unwarrantable designs upon them? 

It was thus that I endeavoured to develope what I suppose to be the views 
and convictions of the President upon this important subject. Our conver¬ 
sation was prolonged to a couple of hours, and, although informal, was, I 
need not say, of extraordinary interest. It was characterised by the freedom 
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with which I have reported It. In condensing it within the limits of these 
sheets, I can only hope that I have faithfully preserved its material points. 
I do not flatter myself with any sanguine belief, that this government will be 
prepared to yield to my appeals in favor of immediate recognition; but I am 
to have another interview with Mr. Canning some day next week, or the 
week after, which he is yet to name, and I can only say that I will zealously 
renew and extend these appeals as opportunities may be fitly afforded me. 

Not knowing what other topicks might have been handled at our interview 
yesterday, I had carried several of my papers with me, and amongst them a 
copy of your despatch number seventy one.^ I was glad that I had done so, 
for thinking that the sentiments which it expresses on the value of the 
existing and prospective concord between the two countries, were in unison 
with the spirit of parts of our conversation, I did not scruple to read to him 
before we separated its introductory pages. He was alike struck with their 
applicability, and I flatter myself that so opportune an exhibition to him of 
these sentiments so recently conveyed to me from the high source of my 
government, may not be without its uses. 

Should a congress be assembled under the guilty intention and hope of 
crushing South American freedom, and I receive an invitation to it, I shall 
not go, though the time for me to say so will not arrive until the invitation 
comes. For, first, I have no warrant from the President for such a step. 
Next, I infer from Mr. Canning’s intimations, that Great Britain will send 
no representative to it, should the United States have none there. I should 
in this manner, by my absence, do more good than I possibly could by my 
presence. It is thus that I already make known my contingent determina¬ 
tions upon events that are contingent! 

Mr. Canning was not, as it appeared, aware until yesterday, that I was 
prepared to come into his views, on condition of this government immedi¬ 
ately and formally recognizing the new states. I had intended that the 
concluding sentence of my note ^ to him of the twenty seventh of August 
should start this idea to his mind, though I had designedly abstained from 
putting it forth more openly at that period of our correspondence. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Not printed. ^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 793. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, October 2, 1823. 

Sir: I had another interview with Mr. Canning on the twenty sixth of 
last month, at Gloucester Lodge, his residence a short distance from town. 

The immediate motive of his inviting me to this interview was, to show me 
a despatch which he had just received from Sir Charles Stewart, the British 
ambassador at Paris, which had a bearing upon our late conferences respect¬ 
ing Spanish America. It recounted a short conversation which he had had 
with our charg6 d’affaires at that court, Mr. Sheldon, the purport of which 
was, that Sir Charles having taken occasion to mention to Mr. Sheldon the 
projects of France and the Alliance upon Spanish America, Mr. Sheldon 
replied that the government of the United States was aware of them all, and 
disapproved of them. Mr. Canning, inferring that this reply of our charg6 
d’affaires probably rested upon some instructions or information from the 
government of the United States, also inferred that it might lend its aid 
towards my consent to his proposals ^ of the 20th of August. He added, that 
the despatch of Sir Charles Stewart had proceeded from no previous com¬ 
munication whatever from him (Mr. Canning) upon the subject, but had 
been altogether written on his own motion. 

I replied, that what instructions or information the Legation of the U. 
States at Paris might have received upon this subject, I could not undertake 
to say with confidence; but that I scarcely believed any had reached it, which 
were not common to me. That certainly I had none, other than those 
general instructions which I had already mentioned to him, evidently never 
framed to meet the precise crisis which he supposed to be at hand respecting 
Spanish America, but under the comprehensive spirit of which I was never¬ 
theless willing to go forward with him in his proposals upon the terms I had 
stated, in the hope of arresting this crisis. 

He now declared that this government felt great embarrassments as re¬ 
garded the immediate recognition of these new states, embarrassments which 
had not been common to the U. States, and asked whether I could not give 
my assent to his proposals on a promise by Great Britain of future acknowl¬ 
edgment. To this intimation I gave an immediate and unequivocal refusal. 
Further conversation passed between us though chiefly of a desultory nature, 
(it shall be reported at a future time,) and the conference ended by his say¬ 
ing that he would invite me to another interview in the course of a few days. 

Having waited until now without yet hearing from him, I have concluded 
to write you thus much of what passed on the 26th without more delay. It 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 

* See above, pt. viii, doc. 789. 
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does not fall within any of my intentions to accede to Mr. Canning’s over¬ 
tures but on the basis of a previous and explicit acknowledgment of the new 
states by this government in manner as formal and ample in all respects as 
was done by the United States, whose act of acknowledgment will be the 
example upon which I shall stand. Even then, the guarded manner in 
which alone my consent will be given when I come to use the name of my 
government, will, I trust, be found to free the step from all serious exception 
on my part, should I finally take it. 

I cannot be unaware, that in this whole transaction the British cabinet 
are striving for their own ends; yet if these ends promise in this instance to 
be also auspicious to the safety and independence of all Spanish America, 
I persuade myself that we cannot look upon them but with approbation. 
England it is true has given her countenance, and still does, to all the evils 
with which the holy Alliance have afflicted Europe; but if she at length has 
determined to stay the career of their formidable and despotick ambition in 
the other hemisphere, the United States seem to owe it to all the policy and 
to all the principles of their system, to hail the effects whatever may be the 
motives of her conduct. 

Mr. Canning at the close of the above interview, expressed his desire, that 
in informing my government of his communications to me, I would treat 
them as entirely confidential, as well the verbal as the written; the more so 
if no act resulted from them. That no act will result from them, is my pres¬ 
ent belief. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


799 

Memorandum of a Conference between the Prince de PolignaCj French Am¬ 
bassador to Great Britain^ and Mr. Canning, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, begun Thursday, October 
g, and concluded Sunday, October 12, 1823 ^ 

The Prince de Polignac, having announced to Mr. Canning, that His 
Excellency was now prepared to enter with Mr. Canning into a frank ex¬ 
planation of the views of his Government respecting the question of Span¬ 
ish America, in return for a similar communication which Mr. Canning had 
previously offered to make to the Prince de Polignac on the part of the 
British Cabinet, Mr. Canning stated: 

That the British Cabinet has no disguise or reservation on that subject: 
That their opinions and intentions were substantially the same as were an¬ 
nounced to the French Government by the dispatch of Mr. Canning to Sir 
Charles Stuart [Stewart?] of the 31st of March; which that Ambassador 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed with Rush to Adams, December 
27, 1823, which see below, pt. vm, doc. 808. 
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communicated to M. de Chateaubriand, and which had since been pub¬ 
lished to the world. 

That the near approach of a crisis, in which the affairs of Spanish America 
must naturally occupy a great share of the attention of both Powers, made 
it desirable that there should be no misunderstanding between them on any 
part of a subject so important. 

That the British Government were of opinion, that any attempt to bring 
Spanish America again under its ancient submission to Spain, must be utterly 
hopeless; that all negotiation for that purpose would be unsuccessful; and 
that the prolongation or renewal of war for the same object would be only 
a waste of human life, and an infliction of calamity on both parties, to no 
end. 

That the British Government would, however, not only abstain from 
interposing any obstacle, on their part, to any attempt at negotiation, which 
Spain might think proper to make, but would aid and countenance such 
negotiation, provided it were founded upon a basis which appeared to them 
to be practicable; and that they would, in any case, remain strictly neutral 
in a War between Spain and the Colonies, if war should be unhappily pro¬ 
longed. 

But that the junction of any Foreign Power in an enterprize of Spain 
against the Colonies, would be viewed by them as constituting an entirely 
new question; and one upon which they must take such decision as the 
Interests of Great Britain might require. 

That the British Government absolutely disclaimed not only, any desire 
of appropriating to itself any portion of the Spanish Colonies, but any in¬ 
tention of forming any connexion with them, beyond those of Amity and 
Commercial Intercourse. 

That in those respects so far from seeking an exclusive preference for its 
subjects over those of Foreign States, It was prepared and would be con¬ 
tented, to see the Mother Country (by virtue of an amicable arrangement) 
in possession of that preference; and to be ranked, after her, equally witt 
others, only on the footing of the most favoured nation. 

That, completely convinced that the ancient system of the Colonies could 
not be restored, the British Government could not enter into any stipula¬ 
tion binding itself either to refuse or to delay its Recognition of their In¬ 
dependence. 

That the British Government had no desire to precip[it]ate that Recog¬ 
nition, so long as there was any reasonable chance of an accommodatior 
with the Mother country, by which such a recognition might come first fron 
Spain— 

But that it could not wait indefinitely for that result; that it could noi 
consent to make its Recognition of the New States dependent upon that 0: 
Spain; and that it would consider any Foreign Interference, by force 01 
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menace, in the dispute between Spain and the Colonies, as a motive for recog¬ 
nizing the latter without delay. 

That the Mission of Consuls to the several Provinces of Spanish America, 
was no new measure on the part of this Country; that it was one which had, 
on the contrary, been delayed, perhaps too long, in consideration of the 
State of Spain, after having been announced to the Spanish Government in 
the month of December last, as settled; and even after a List had been 
furnished to that Government of the places to which such appointments were 
intended to be made.^ 

That such appointments were absolutely necessary for the protection of 
British Trade in those Countries. 

That the old pretension of Spain to interdict all trade with those coun¬ 
tries, was, in the opinion of the British Government, altogether obsolete; 
but that, even if attempted to be enforced against others, it was, with re¬ 
gard to Great Britain, clearly inapplicable. 

That permission to trade with the Spanish Colonies had been conceded 
to Great Britain in the year 1810, when the mediation of Great Britain be¬ 
tween Spain and her Colonies was asked by Spain, and granted by Great 
Britain; that this mediation, indeed, was not afterwards employed, because 
Spain changed her Counsel; but that it was not therefore practicable for 
Great Britain to withdraw Commercial Capital once embarked in Spanish 
America, and to desist from Commercial Intercourse once established. 

That it had been ever since distinctly understood that the trade was open 
to British subjects; and that the ancient Coast Laws of Spain were, so far 
as regarded them at least, tacitly repealed. 

That in virtue of this understanding, redress had been demanded of 
Spain in 1822, for (among other grievances) seizures of vessels for alleged 
infringements of those Laws; which redress the Spanish Government bound 
itself by a Convention (now in course of execution) to afford. 

That Great Britain, however, had no desire to set up any separate right 
to the free enjoyment of this Trade; that she considered the force of circum¬ 
stances, and the irreversible progress of events, to have already determined 
the question of the existence of that freedom for all the world; but that, for 
herself, she claimed and would continue to use it; and should any attempt 
be made to dispute that claim, and to renew the obsolete interdiction, such 
attempt might be best cut short by a speedy and unqualified Recognition 
of the Independence of the Spanish American States. 

That, with these general opinions, and with these peculiar claims, Eng¬ 
land could not go into a joint deliberation upon the subject of Spanish 
America, upon an equal footing with other Powers; whose opinions were 

' Mr. Canning here read to the Prince de Polignac Extracts of two dispatches addressed 
to Sir W. 4 Court on the 5th & 28th of December 1822, in which that Minister was directed 
to make those successive communications to the Spanish Government. 


1498 PART VIII: COMMUNICATIONS FROM GREAT BRITAIN 

less formed upon that question, and whose interests were less implicated ir 
the decision of it. 

That she thought it fair therefore to explain beforehand, to what degre< 
her mind was made up, and her determination taken. 


The Prince de Polignac declared: 

That his Government believed it to be utterly hopeless to reduce Spanish 
America to the state of its former relation to Spain; 

That France disclaimed, on her part, any intention or desire to aval 
herself of the present state of the Colonies, or of the present situation ol 
France towards Spain, to appropriate to herself any part of the Spanish 
possessions in America; or to obtain for herself any exclusive advantages 
and that like England, she would willingly see the Mother country in posses 
sion of superior commercial advantages, by amicable arrangements; anc 
would be contented, like her, to rank, after the Mother country, among th< 
most favoured nations.^ Lastly that she abjured, in any case, any desigr 
of acting against the Colonies by force of arms. 

The Prince de Polignac proceeded to say that, as to what might be th( 
best arrangement between Spain and Her Colonies, the French Govern 
ment could not give, nor venture to form, an opinion, until the King ol 
Spain should be at Liberty; that they would then be ready to enter upor 
it, in concert with their allies, and with Great Britain among the number. 

In observing upon what Mr. Canning had said, with respect to the pe 
culiar situation of Great Britain, in reference to such a Congress; 

The Prince de Polignac declared he saw no difficulty to prevent Englanc 
from taking part in the Congress, however she might now announce th( 
difference in the view which she took of the question from that taken b} 
the Allies. The refusal of England to cooperate in the work of reconcilia 
tion might afford reason to think, either that she did not really wish for thai 
reconciliation, or that she had some ulterior object in contemplation; twc 
suppositions equally injurious to the honour and good faith of the Britisl 
Cabinet. The Prince de Polignac further declared, that he could not con 
ceive what could be meant, under the present circumstances, by a pure anc 
simple acknowledgment of the Independence of the Spanish Colonies; since 
those Countries being actually distracted by civil wars, there existed nc 
government in them which could offer any appearance of solidity; and thal 
the acknowledgment of American Independence, so long as such a state oi 

^ Mr. Canning having alluded to certain reports in the newspapers of some attack, or in 
tended attack, by a French Naval Force, against the Independents in Colombia, The Princ( 
de Polignac said that, so far from intending any such hostile act, the French Government 
had recalled the only Line of Battle ship in those seas, the Jean Bart^ which is on its return t< 
France. 
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things continued, appeared to him to be nothing less than a real sanction of 
Anarchy. 

The Prince de Polignac observed that, in the interest of humanity, and 
especially in that of the Spanish Colonies, it would be worthy of the Euro¬ 
pean Governments to concert together the means of calming in those dis¬ 
tant and scarcely civilized regions, passions blinded by party spirit, and to 
endeavour to bring back to a principle of Union in Government, whether 
Monarchical or Aristocratical, people among whom absurd and dangerous 
theories were now keeping up agitation and disunion. 

Mr. Canning, without entering into any discussion upon these abstract 
principles, contented himself with saying that however desirable the estab¬ 
lishment of a Monarchical form of Government in any of those Provinces 
might be, he saw great difficulties in the way of it; nor could his Government 
take upon itself to put it forward as a condition of their Recognition. 

Mr. Canning further remarked, that he could not understand how an 
European Congress could discuss Spanish American affairs, without calling 
to their Councils a Power so eminently interested in the result, as the United 
States of America; Austria, Russia, and Prussia being Powers comparatively 
so much less concerned in the subject. 

The Prince de Polignac professed himself unprovided with any opinion of 
his Government upon what respected the United States of America; but did 
not for himself see any insuperable difficulty to such an association. 

He added that he saw the less difficulty in a Congress upon this subject, 
as such a mode of treating it had been proposed at Verona by the Duke of 
Wellington. 

Referring to the Convention said to have been concluded between the 
Government of Buenos Ayres and Commissioners from Spain—and espe¬ 
cially to the declaration of the Buenos Ayres Legislature, accompanying 
that convention, which promised a subsidy to Spain in the war against 
France; the Prince de Polignac was not prepared to say how far such a 
declaration might be considered by his Government as an act of hostility 
against France: But upon Mr. Canning’s observing that the declaration 
was only eventual and conditional; that it depended for its confirmation on 
two circumstances: 1st, the ratification of the Convention by the King of 
Spain; 2ndly, the acceptance of the like terms, and the conclusion of similar 
Conventions with Spain, by all the other states of Spanish America; neither 
of which had yet occurred; and further that, even if carried into effect, such 
a subsidy would have done no more against France than the Colonies might 
have been bound to do, if still under the control of the Mother country; 
the Prince de Polignac was willing to admit that this case was not one 
which could be expected to change practically the views of his Government 
with respect to the general question of Spanish America, or much to in¬ 
fluence the general principles of Policy, by which that question must be 
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decided; But upon this point, the Prince de Polignac said that he v 
speaking only his own individual opinion, and that opinion not founded up 
mature reflection. 

P. S. Mr. Canning in transmitting to the Prince de Polignac a copy 
the foregoing minute (according to agreement) on the day after it v 
written, accompanied it with an official note in which he observed. “T 1 
he had not yet had an opportunity of looking back to the Duke of Wellii 
ton’s correspondence at Verona, but that the impression upon Mr. Ci 
ning’s mind was, not that any proposal was made by the Duke of Welling! 
for treating the subject of Spanish America in Congress” but, “that 1 
Duke certainly communicated (or offered to communicate) to the Pie 
potentiaries there assembled, the views and opinions of his Governmc 
upon that subject; which were then in substance no other than they are nc 
except so far as time and events have since contributed to mature then 
Having afterwards referred to the Duke of Wellington’s corresponder 
at Verona, Mr. Canning addressed on the 15th October the following m 
to the Prince de Polignac. 

Mr. Canning, having referred to the Duke of Wellington's c 
respondence at Verona, has the honor to state to His Excellency 1 
Prince de Polignac, that the impression which was upon his mind at 1 
moment of his Conference with the Prince de Polignac on Sunday as 
the nature of the Duke of Wellington’s communication to the Congo 
at Verona on the subject of Spanish America, is by that reference i 
tirely confirmed. 


800 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adai 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

London, October 10, 1823 

Sir: At the conference with Mr. Canning the day before yesterday, 
said nothing of Spanish American affairs, except barely to remark at partii 
that he should send off consuls to the new states very soon, perhaps in 1 
course of this month. I asked whether consuls or commercial agents, 
said he believed they might as well be called by the former name, as th 
would be invested with the powers and charged with the duties that 1 
longed to the consular office. I asked if they would be received in tl 
capacity by governments between which and Great Britain no political 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 
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diplomatic relations had yet been formed. He said, that this he did not 
know with any certainty; he rather supposed that they would be received. 

I saw him again at the foreign office yesterday, and he said not one single 
word relative to South America, although the occasion was altogether favor¬ 
able for resuming the topick, had he been disposed to resume it. I therefore 
consider that all further discussion between us in relation to it is now at an 
end. I had myself regarded the questions involved in the discussion as 
essentially changed by the arrival of the news of the convention of the 4th 
of July between Buenos Ayres and the commissioners from Spain; and of the 
complete annihilation of the remnant of the royal forces in Colombia under 
Morales, on the third of August, both which pieces of intelligence have 
reached England since the twenty sixth of September, the date of my last 
conference with Mr. Canning on the South American subject. 

The termination of the discussion between us may be thought somewhat 
sudden, not to say abrupt, considering how zealously as well as spontaneous¬ 
ly it was started on his side. As I did not commence it, it is not my intention 
to revive it. If I had actually acceded to his proposals, I should have en¬ 
deavoured to have placed my conduct in a satisfactory light before the Presi¬ 
dent. The motives of it would not, I flatter myself, have been disapproved. 
But as the whole subject is now before my government, and as I shall do 
nothing further in it without instructions, I should deem it out of place to 
travel into any new reasons in support of a step not in fact taken. 

Mr. Canning not having acceded to my proposal, nor I to his, we stand as 
we were before his first advance to me, with the exception only of the light 
which the intervening discussion may be supposed to have shed upon the 
dispositions and policy of England in this important matter. It appears that 
having ends of her own in view, she has been anxious to facilitate their ac¬ 
complishment by invoking my auxiliary offices as the minister of the United 
States at this court; but as to the independence of the new states of America, 
for their own benefit, that this seems quite another question in her diplomacy. 
It is France that must not be aggrandized, not South America that must be 
made free. The former doctrine may fitly enough return upon Britain as 
part of her permanent political creed; but not having been taught to regard 
it as also incorporated with the foreign policy of the United States, I have 
forborne to give it gratuitous succour. I would have brought myself to min¬ 
ister to it incidentally on this occasion, only in return for a boon which it was 
in the power of Britain herself to have offered; a boon that might have closed 
the sufferings and brightened the propects of those infant Republicks emerg¬ 
ing from the new world, and seeming to be connected as by a great moral 
chain with our own destinies. . . . 

In the conference with Mr. Canning at Gloucester Lodge on the 25th of 
last month, he informed me that this government had sent out three com¬ 
missioners to Mexico with objects such as I have already stated in a for- 
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mer communication to you. Should the course and progress of events after 
their arrival in Mexico, render recognition by Great Britain advisable, one of 
these commissioners was furnished, he said, with contingent credentials to be 
minister, another would be constituted secretary of legation, and the third 
consul. He also said that these appointments, as well as those of commercial 
agents or consuls, whichsoever they might be, to go to the new states gener¬ 
ally, would probably have the effect of inviting in the end further approaches 
from them all, to an intercourse with Great Britain, which approaches, 
should they be made, might be met by Great Britain, according to circum¬ 
stances. 

It may perhaps afford room for conjecture what has led to the preference 
of Mexico over the other ex-colonies for such a provisionary diplomatick rep¬ 
resentation. I have heard a rumour, that an eye to some immediate ad¬ 
vantage from the mines of that country has been the motive. Whilst the in¬ 
dependence of Mexico has been of more recent establishment, it seems not 
less true, that her advances to internal stability have been less sure than we 
have seen in some of the other new states. Mr. Canning himself in one of our 
conversations thought fit to select Mexico as affording a prominent illustra¬ 
tion of interior disquiet. Whether then the above rumour is the key to this 
early preference, or the proximity of this new state to the territories of the 
United States—or what considerations may have led to it, a little more time 
will probably disclose. It may rest on the mere fact of her greater population 
and riches. 

Mr. Canning also informed me, that orders would be given by this govern¬ 
ment to its squadron in the West Indies, to protect the trade of British sub¬ 
jects (to the extent of making reprisals if necessary) with the Spanish colonies, 
in case the licence for this trade which the Cortes granted in January last was 
not renewed. It will be recollected, that the same decree of the Cortes in 
that month which settled, under a threat of reprisals, the British claims upon 
Spain for captures, laid open the trade of the ultra marine provinces to Brit¬ 
ain for ten years. This period of time being upon the eve of expiring, the in¬ 
tention of Britain is, to revive the orders for reprisals by her squadron, unless 
the time be extended. 

So much for a measure against Spain in her present extremity. It will 
next be seen that her ex-colonies come in for their share of this prompt and 
summary species of remedy of which Britain is setting other nations the ex¬ 
ample, for Mr. Canning also informed me that if the Colombian govern¬ 
ment did not make speedy reparation for the alleged aggression committed 
upon a British ship by the fort at Bocachica at the entrance of the bay of 
Carthagena, orders would be given to blockade that port. He remarked that 
the blockade would be confined merely to Bocachica as a measure of local 
redress, other satisfaction having been refused, and that it was intended that 
an explanation to this effect should be given to the government of Colombia, 
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through a neutral minister residing at that government. He added that his 
wish was, that the minister of the United States should be the channel of 
communication. Into the detail of circumstances that belong to this alleged 
aggression Mr. Canning did not go. From the account I have had of it from 
the Colombian minister in this city, Mr. Ravenga, I infer and believe that 
the offence was on the side of the British ship. . . . 

Throughout the progress of our discussion on Spanish American affairs, I 
thought it proper to apprize Mr. Ravenga, confidentially, of all that was go¬ 
ing on. I take this opportunity of saying, that I have had equal pleasure in 
all my personal intercourse with this gentleman, and in my attempts to sub¬ 
serve the interests of his country. 


801 

Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 

Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, November 26, 182^, 

Sir: I had an interview with Mr. Canning on the twenty fourth instant 
at the foreign office, when he afforded me some information on Spanish 
American affairs which I now proceed to lay before you. 

He began by saying that our conversations on this subject at Gloucester 
Lodge (on the 26th of September) ^ having led him to conclude that nothing 
could be accomplished between us, owing to the ground which I had felt it 
necessary to take respecting the immediate recognition of the late colonies 
by Great Britain, he had deemed it indispensable, as no more time was to be 
lost, that Great Britain should herself, without any concert with the United 
States, come to an explanation with France. He had accordingly seen the 
prince de Polignac, the French ambassador at this court, and stated to him 
that as it was fit that the two courts should understand each other distinctly 
on the Spanish American question, it was his intention to unfold the views of 
Great Britain in an official note to him, the prince; or to Sir Charles Stewart 
the British ambassador at Paris, to be communicated to the French court; 
or in the form of an oral conference with the prince himself, whichever of 
these modes the latter might indicate as preferable. The prince taking some 
interval to decide, it was finally agreed to adopt the method of oral confer¬ 
ence, with the precaution of making a minute ^ of the conversation so that 
each government might have in its possession a record of what passed, to be 
previously assented to as correct on both sides. 

In pursuance of this course Mr. Canning held several conferences with the 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 798. ^ Ibid., 799. 
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prince de Polignac in the early part of October, in which each party unfolde( 
the views of their respective governments on this branch of publick affairs 
and agreed upon the written memorandum or paper which was to embody 
them. 

This paper Mr. Canning said was of a nature which did not leave him a 
liberty to offer me a copy of it; but he had invited me to the foreign office fo 
the purpose of reading it to me, having only since his return to town las 
week exhibited it to the ministers of other powers, and not yet to all of them 

He accordingly read the paper to me. When he had closed I said to him 
notwithstanding what had previously fallen from him about not giving ; 
copy of it, that its whole matter was so interwoven with our past discussion 
verbal and written upon the same subject, that I could not help thinkin 
that my government would naturally expect a copy, as the regular termina 
tion of a subject the previous stages of which it had been my special duty t< 
make known to my government. To this remark he replied, that he woul( 
willingly furnish me with a copy of that part of it which embodied the view 
of this government, but that where those of France were at stake, he did no 
feel that he had the same discretion, upon which footing my remark wa 
left without more commentary. 

I am therefore relieved from the task of recapitulating to you the content 
of that portion of this paper of which I may expect to receive a copy. Th 
points which chiefly arrested my attention as new to me (and these I no\ 
communicate without waiting longer for the paper itself) were, that Grea 
Britain declares that she will recognize the independence of the colonies 
first, in case France should employ force in aid of their re-subjugation; 01 
secondly, in case Spain herself^ reverting to her ancient system, should attemj 
to put a stop to the trade of Britain with those colonies. But it is not said wha 
Britain will do beyond recognize their independence, her ulterior conduc 
being left to be shaped, as we may infer, by ulterior events. She claims 
right to trade with the colonies on the footing of a permission given by Spai 
herself so long back as in 1810, as an equivalent for British mediation offeree 
at that day between the parent state and the colonies. As regards the forr 
qf government most desirable for the colonies, considered as independen 
states, a preference is expressed for monarchy, could it be practicable. 

With the exception of the foregoing points, I recollect nothing material i: 
the paper as regards the policy or intentions of Great Britain, not heretofor 
made known in my own communications upon this subject beginning wit 
that of the 19th of August,^ and continued in my numbers 325, 326, 33c 
334 and 336. The letter of Mr. Canning to Sir Chs. Stewart of the 31st c 
March 1823 ^ is still assumed as the basis of the policy of Great Britair 

1 See above, pt. vin, doc. 788. For his numbers 325,326, 330, 334 and 336, see under th 
following dates, respectively; August 23, August 28, September 8, October 2, and October i( 
(docs. 791, 794, 796, 798 and 800). He has omitted mention of his^ long dispatch of Septen 
ber 19 on the subject, which bore the number 331, and appears in this print as doc. 79; 

* Not printed in this collection. 
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To report with the requisite fidelity the views of France from this paper, 
read over but once to me, I might find an office more hazardous from the fact 
of my having had less acquaintance beforehand with them. I shall therefore 
not attempt to do so with any detail, from a fear that I might err. I have 
also the confident hope that an entire copy of it, although not given to me, 
will get to your hands through some other channel. I am not able, for my 
own share, to discern the adequate motives for wrapping it up in such se¬ 
crecy, and have little doubt but that even the publick journals of Europe 
will, before very long, enlighten us with sufficient precision upon all its 
contents. The London journals of the present week have themselves made 
a beginning towards this end. 

Having said thus much I will proceed in my endeavours to state the main 
points of this paper where it was illustrative of the policy of France. 

1. It declares that France, like England, regards the recovery of the col¬ 
onies by Spain as hopeless. 

2. It expresses the determination (I think this was the very word) of France 
not to assist Spain in attempting their reconquest. 

3. It expresses the desire of France to see the dispute made up by amicable 
arrangements between the mother country and the colonies. 

4. It disclaims for France all idea of deriving exclusive commercial ad¬ 
vantages from the colonies, saying that, like England, she only asks to be 
placed on the footing of the most favoured nation, after Spain. 

5. It knows not what there is to be recognized as independent in the col- 
lonies, France regarding all government there as a mockery. The reasoning 
employed is to this effect. 

6. It labours to show the necessity of assembling a congress to which 
England should be a party (which she declines) to bring about the benevo¬ 
lent end of reclaiming those remote regions from their past errors, and 
making up the dispute between them and the parent state upon terms satis¬ 
factory to both, as the policy worthy of both! 

These were the material points of the paper, as I collected them. I am 
sensible that I state some of them in a way to start further questions as to 
their true meaning, questions which I could myself raise without, at this 
moment, being able to resolve them. Whether, amongst other things, 
France is to abstain from all kinds of aid to Spain, {force she says she will 
not employ) does not appear quite clear to my recollection. The appre¬ 
hensions of Britain, however, seem to be fully allayed, at least for the 
present, on the score of French aggrandisement in Spanish America, and it 
is certain that she does not now anticipate any speedy interruption of the 
peace of Europe from this cause. Whether her apprehensions on this 
score were ever real, notwithstanding Mr. Canning’s advances to me, or 
whether France, from uneasiness at a prospect of collision with Britain, has 
herself receded for a while from her ambitious projects, and only for a while, 
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are points around which there may be some obscurity. The language 
which she now holds to Britain, is obviously at variance with that which 
her manifestoes breathed when her troops entered Spain in the spring. 
Her duplicity therefore in this whole Peninsular war, from her memorable 
avowals respecting the cordon sanitaire to the present time, appears to have 
been as signal as her ambition. 

In the course of the paper on the British side, there is allusion to the 
interest that the United States have in the question, which is met on the side 
of France by a declaration that she does not profess to be acquainted with 
our views on the subject. It is in the part which relates to the assembling 
of a congress. I might probably have made myself more accurately master 
of the whole paper by recurring in conversation to a few of the passages after 
Mr. Canning had finished reading it; but I was precluded the opportunity 
of doing this from his being pressed (whether by his previous wishes or other¬ 
wise I will not say) with another appointment a very few moments after he 
had closed. 

Notwithstanding the tranquilizing professions of France, it would seem 
that the sentiments of Russia (if we may so infer from Pozzo di Borgo’s 
address to Ferdinand, which has just come before the world) are, that the 
Holy Alliance consider themselves as still bound to keep a superintending 
eye upon the affairs of Spain, throughout all her dominions. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


802 

George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Aff^airs of Great Britain, to 
Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Private & confidential. Gloucester Lodge, December 13, 1823. 

My dear Sir: In transmitting to you a copy of the memorandum of a 
conference between the French Ambassador and me, upon the affairs of 
Spanish America,^ (which I had the honour to read to you yesterday) I am 
naturally led to revert to what passed between us in the summer upon that 
subject. 

Had you had it in your power, at that time, to concur in any joint con¬ 
sideration of the measures to be adopted, you know how happy I should 
have been to be enabled to propose such a concert. But time and the pres¬ 
sure of events did not allow of an indefinite postponement of a matter, 
which was liable, from day to day, to be brought into immediate discussion 
by other Powers. Our step was therefore taken, within a few weeks, after 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, December 27, 
1823, which see below, pt. viil, doc. 808. 

* See above, pt. viii, doc. 799. 
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the last interchange of confidential letters between us. The result is before 
you. You will see that we were not unmindful of your claim to be heard: 
but I flatter myself that neither you nor we shall now have to lift our voice 
against any of the designs which were apprehended a few months ago. 

I am sure you will feel, Sir, and I trust it will be felt by your government 
that the confidence which I individually reposed in you is sacred; and that 
our intercourse in August not having led to any practical result, nor become 
matter of discussion between our respective Governments will be consid¬ 
ered as having passed between two individuals relying upon each other's 
honour & discretion. 

I communicate the paper to you in such a way, as to relieve you from any 
difficulty in transmitting it to your Government. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


803 

George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Confidential. Foreign Office, December 13, 1823. 

Sir: I have great pleasure in furnishing you (according to your desire) 
with a copy of the memorandum ^ of a Conference between the French Am¬ 
bassador and me on the affairs of Spanish America; which I had the honor 
to read to you yesterday. You are at liberty to communicate to your Gov¬ 
ernment; but of course (from its very nature) as a confidential communica¬ 
tion not to be made public in the United States. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


804 

The Conde de Of alia, Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, to Sir William 
d Court, British Minister to Spain ^ 

Palace, December 26,1823, 

Honoured Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the King, my august 
Master, has determined to devote his particular attention to the regulation 
of the affairs concerning the disturbed countries of Spanish America, being 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, December 27, 

1823, which see below, pt. vin, doc. 808. 

* See above, pt. viii, doc. 799. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, February 9, 

1824, which see below, pt. virr, doc. 812. 
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solicitous to succeed in pacifying his dominions in which the seeds of anarc 
have taken root to the prejudice of the safety of other governments. H. : 
has therefore thought that he might justly calculate on the assistance of ! 
dear allies towards obtaining results which cannot but prove beneficial to 1 
tranquillity and happiness of all Europe. 

The inclosed copy will put you, Sir, in possession of the orders issued 
H. C. M. Representatives at the Courts of Austria, France and Russia, and 
the Ministers of Spain have not yet proceeded to London and Berlin, the Ki 
has directed me to address to you, Sir, and to the Minister of Russia at t 
Court, a Transcript of the said communication, which H. M. hopes you v 
have the goodness to transmit to your Govt, whose friendship & upright poli( 
the King my master trusts, will know how to appreciate the frankness of t 
communication and the equity that had dictated the basis on which it 
founded. 

I avail myself [etc.]. 

[The above-mentioned enclosure is as follows:] 

The King, our Sovereign, being restored to the Throne of his ancestc 
in the enjoyment of his hereditary rights, has seriously turned ) 
thoughts to his American Dominions, distracted by civil war, a 
reduced to the brink of the most dangerous precipice. As during t 
last three years the Rebellion which prevailed in Spain defeated t 
constant efforts which were made for maintaining tranquillity in t 
Costa Firme, for rescuing the Banks of the River Plata, and for p 
serving Peru and New Spain, H. M. beheld with grief the progress of t 
flame of Insurrection, but it affords at the same time consolation to t 
King that repeated and irrefragable proofs exist of an immense numt 
of Spaniards remaining true to their oaths of loyalty to the throne, a 
that the sound majority of Americans acknowledge that that hemisphe 
cannot be happy unless it live in brotherly connexion with those w 
civilized those countries. 

These reflections powerfully animate his majesty to hope, that t 
justice of his cause will meet with a firm support in the influence of t 
Powers of Europe. Accordingly the King has resolved upon inviti 
the Cabinets of his dear and intimate allies to establish a conference 
Paris, to the end that these Plenipotentiaries assembled there along wi 
those of his Catholick Majesty, may aid Spain in adjusting the affa 
of the revolted countries of America. In examining this importa 
question, H. M. will in conjunction with his powerful allies, consic 
of the alterations which events have produced in his American Provinc 
and of the relations which during the disorders have been formed wi 
Commercial Nations, in order thereby to adopt, with good faith, t 
measures most proper for conciliating the rights and just interests 
the Crown of Spain and of its sovereignty with those which circu: 
stances may have occasioned with respect to other nations. I 
Majesty confiding in the sentiments of his allies, hopes that they v 
assist him in accomplishing the worthy object of upholding the pri 
ciples of order and Legitimacy. The subversion of which, once coi 
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menced in America, would presently communicate to Europe, and that 
^ey will aid him, at the same time, in reestablishing Peace between this 
Division of the Globe and his Colonies. 

It is therefore H. M. pleasure that convinced of the above arguments 
and availing yourself of the resources of your well known talents, you 
should endeavour to dispose the Gov’t with which you reside, to agree 
to the desired cooperation, for which the events of the Peninsula have 
paved the way authorizing you to communicate a copy of this note to 
the--Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

God preserve you many years. 

(Signed) The Conde de Ofalia. 


805 

Mr. Planta, of the British Foreign Office, to Richard Rush, United States 
Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Foreign Office, December 26, 1823. 

Mr. Planta presents his best compliments to Mr. Rush, and in sending 
him the enclosed letters,^ begs to acquaint him, that they have been delayed 
by the process necessary for preparing (in its present form) the memorandum 
by which they are accompanied. 


806 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to George Canning, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

London, December 27, 1823. 

Sir: Your note of the 13th of this month,^ owing to a cause which Mr. 
Planta has explained, did not get to my hands until last evening. With it 
came a copy of the memorandum ® of the conference between yourself and the 
French ambassador on the affairs of Spanish America, which you did me the 
honor to read to me, and which, according to your permission, I will trans¬ 
mit to my government as a confidential paper. 

With sentiments of high respect [etc.]. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, December 27, 
1823, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 808. 

* See above, pt. vni, doc. 803. 

® MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, December 27, 
1823, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 808. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 802. 

799. 
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807 

Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britaiuy to George Canningy 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

London, December 27, 1823, 

My DEAR Sir: In replying to your private and confidential note of the 13th 
instant,2 which did not, from a cause which Mr, Planta has mentioned, reach 
me until yesterday, I can only say, that I am fully aware of the necessity 
which pressed you in the autumn in regard to the Spanish American question, 
as soon as you ascertained that I felt myself without power, under any other 
state of things than that of a formal acknowledgement by Great Britain of 
the independence of the late colonies, to concur in any joint consideration of 
the measures to be adopted touching that question. The correspondence 
which passed between us in August, as well as the informal conversations 
which followed it in September, relating to this whole subject, were all treat¬ 
ed by me as strictly confidential, and in that spirit communicated to my 
government, and the notice which has been taken of it in the President’s mes¬ 
sage, just now received and published in the London journals, will, I per¬ 
suade myself, be remarked by you as having avoided the most indirect or 
remote allusion to any previous stirring of the subject between us in this 
quarter. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


808 

Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great BriiaiUy to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ® 

London, December 27, 182s . 

Sir: In my letter number 346 of the 26th of November,^ I had the honor 
to mention that I requested of Mr. Canning a copy of the paper which he 
read to me embodying the views of England and France relative to Spanish 
America, and that he replied that he would do so of as much of it as related 
to England, but that over the portion of it that contained the exposition of 
the views of France he did not feel that he was at liberty to exercise the same 
option. The attempt to draw this line seemed to me at the time unnecessary, 
and perhaps would have been found not very easy in practice, and accord¬ 
ingly in the interview which I had with Mr. Canning on the twelfth of this 
month, referring again to the above paper, and to the request I had made of 
him to be furnished with a copy of the whole of it, he said that he now felt 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, December 27» 
1823, which see below, pt. vin, doc. 808. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 803. 

* MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXIX. 

4 See above, pt. viii, doc. 801. 
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himself able to comply, the French government having furnished other states 
with a copy of it; and he promised to send me the entire copy in a few days. 

I have abstained from mentioning this promise to you in my intermediate 
communications, preferring to wait until the paper itself reached me. 

I have this day received it accompanied by a note from Mr. Canning dated 
the thirteenth instant,^ and headed '‘confidential,” in which he informs me 
that I am at liberty to communicate it to my government, but only as a 
confidential paper, not to be made publick in the United States. A note of 
a few lines from Mr. Planta dated yesterday,^ explains the delay which has 
taken place in sending it to me. Another note from Mr. Canning, dated 
also on the thirteenth instant,^ and headed “private and confidential” was 
received at the same time, in which he reverts to what passed between us in 
the summer on this Spanish American question, states his reason for having 
gone on to act without my concurrence, and intimates a hope that neither 
the United States [n]or Great Britain will now be called upon to lift their 
voice against the designs that were recently apprehended. In this latter 
note it will also be perceived what renewed anxiety is manifested that the 
whole subject may be treated by my government as entirely confidential. 

I have replied in two separate notes of this date to both of Mr. Canning’s, 
and enclose copies of all the correspondence.'^ It will be seen in Mr. Can¬ 
ning’s notes that he describes the paper as having been read to me on the 
12th instant. This is a mistake. He read it to me on the 24th of November, 
as my communication to you of the 26th of that month shows. The mistake 
is not material, and is only noticed lest it should otherwise be inferred that 
the paper was read to me a second time, which was not the case. 

It is plain, in my belief, that this extraordinary solicitude for secrecy, 
springs from an unwillingness in this government to risk the cordiality of its 
standing with the holy Alliance to any greater extent than can be avoided. 
All serious danger tO' Spanish America, being now at an end, I do not at 
present see what there is to prevent a return to that effective amity between 
Great Britain and this Alliance which has heretofore existed. Events the 
most recent and authoritative justify us in saying, that no attempt upon 
the liberties of Europe, will essentially throw Britain off from the connexion, 
or impair her co-equal allegiance to the monarchical principle; and the 
authentick paper of her government which I this day transmit, indicates 
that the danger of disunion from the Spanish American question has had its 
source not in any concern of Britain at fresh strides of tyranny in the 
Alliance, but in an ambitious uneasiness in her councils at French or other 

1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 803. 

3 Ibid., 805. 

8 Ibid., 802. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 799, memorandum of conference between Polignac and Canning, 
October 9; Canning to [Rush] December 13, ( doc, 802); same to same, same date, (doc. 803); 
Planta to Rush, December 26, (doc. 805); Rush to Canning, December 27, (doc. 806); and 
same to same, same date, (doc. 807). 
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continental interposition reaching a point which threatened at last to tren 
upon the commercial empire of England, an empire over which her statesm 
never cease to keep their most jealous watch. As regards the essenti 
rights of the Spanish American states—their internal polity and organiz 
tion—^it will be seen from the paper, that the foreign secretary of Englai 
permits the most revolting doctrines to be laid down by the ambassador 
France without one word of dissent or disapprobation. Some of the que 
tions that started to my mind when I undertook to report the contents 
this paper to you from having heard it read, are not entirely solved, 
must say, in a more deliberate examination of it. 

In my interview with Mr. Canning on the 12th of this month, he said th 
the continental powers had intended to hold a congress, not, as they nc 
alleged, to coerce the late colonies, but to assist Spain with their deliberatio 
and advice towards recovering her supremacy over them; but that Spair 
proposals had been of a nature to frustrate all their wishes. Their offer 
assist her as above had lately been made through the French ambassador 
Madrid; Spain, through the same channel, had simply said in reply, th 
France, Russia, and the other Allies had nothing to do but to furnish ship 
troops and money for the reconquest, which being effected, Spain was reac 
to requite them all by a grant of equivalent advantages to be drawn from tl 
colonies. France had sent these proposals back to Spain as not fit to 1 
entertained, and thus, as Mr. Canning seemed to infer, has vanished t! 
project of the congress. One other scheme only remained he said for r 
ducing the colonies, more wild however, as he added, than all former one 
This was by an association in the form of a private company, to be compose 
of capitalists and bankers in sufficient numbers, and deriving a charter fro 
Spain, which company with their funds were to hire ships and troops for tl 
reconquest and seek their remuneration in certain exclusive rights of trade 
be granted to them, and also in the transfer to them of an interest in tl 
mines of Mexico and Peru. Some modification of this visionary scheme h 
since made a figure in the journals of Europe, serving, in this country at leas 
to excite the publick derision. 

But the most decisive blow to all despotick interference with the ne 
states is that which it has received in the President’s message at the openii 
of Congress. It was looked for here with extraordinary interest at th 
juncture, and I have heard that the British packet which left New York tl 
beginning of this month was instructed to wait for it and bring it over wi1 
all speed. It is certain that this vessel first brought it, having arrived ; 
Falmouth on the 24th instant. On its publicity in London which followed; 
soon afterwards as possible, the credit of all the Spanish American securiti< 
immediately rose, and the question of the final and complete safety of tl 
new states from all European coercion, is now considered as at rest. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adamsj 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, January 6, 1824. 

The timely and explicit assertion of the cause of Spanish American inde¬ 
pendence contained in the message, has met with approbation from all 
classes of this community, as far as has come to my knowledge. What 
feelings may pervade the government respecting it, I cannot yet say, Mr. 
Canning not having expressed any opinion to me on this part of the message 
in either of the interviews I have had with him since its arrival. 

All the Spanish American deputies now in London have waited upon me 
since its arrival, testifying the high and grateful sense they entertain of the 
service which its decisive tone in regard to Spanish America, has rendered to 
their respective countries. 

Under the instructions of your letter of the second of July, I have already 
put myself into correspondence with Mr. Middleton,^ and shall write to him 
to impart to him the substance of this communication that I now make to 
you. It will not be inferred from any thing it contains that I shall intermit 
my exertions to obtain from this government in my own negociations with 
it, its consent to the boundaries as between the U. States and Gt. Britain on 
the northwest coast of America, in manner as you have laid them down, 
though certainly my hope of succeeding is feeble. 

In regard to the principle of not considering any part of the American 
continents as henceforth open to colonization by any European nation, as 
I have reason to suppose that Great Britain will combat it with animation, 
if there would still be time whilst I remain here for me to receive any further 
views and developements of it from you, and the President deems it neces¬ 
sary that I should be furnished with them, I will take care to make the best 
use of them in my power towards strengthening our ground. The circum¬ 
stance of there being at present no full British minister at Washington, 
increases the probability of my being more largely the medium of communi¬ 
cation between the two governments on all points, than might otherwise be 
the case. 

In all my late interviews with Mr. Canning, he has inquired if I had 
received any reply from my government to his confidential communications 
to me of August and September.^ He has heard respecting them from the 
British charg6 d’affaires at Washington, and has read to me at different 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX. 

* Henry Middleton, United States Minister to Russia. 

® See above, pt. vni, docs. 789, 792 and 795. 
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times two communications from him. The matter of these, as they merely 
purport to report his confidential conversations with you in the autumn, 
I do not esteem it necessary to recapitulate. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adamsy 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, January i6y 1824. 

The following consuls appointed by this government have sailed for 
Spanish America since this month set in, in the Cambridge^ an 80 gun ship, 
Captain Maling, which ship is to be stationed in the Pacific and take com¬ 
mand of the British naval forces there: viz., one consul general and two vice 
consuls for Buenos Ayres; one consul general and two vice consuls for 
Chili, to reside at Valparaiso; one consul general and two vice consuls for 
Peru, to reside at Lima, and one consul for Montevideo. Consular officers 
of similar degree sailed some time ago for Mexico and Colombia. 

The British Naval force stationed at different points off the coast of South 
America or neighbouring seas, consists at present, or soon will consist, 
according to the best information I can obtain, of the following vessels: 
viz., the Cambridge^ as above, of 80 guns; the Gloucestery of 80^ guns; the 
Ganges of 86 guns; the Spartiate of 84, the Superb of 78, and ten frigates, 
several of them heavy ones. 

Having heretofore mentioned that Mr. Ravenga was arrested and thrown 
into prison in this city on pretence of a debt due to a British subject for 
military supplies furnished by him to the government of Colombia, I take 
this opportunity of stating, that the action has been totally abandoned by 
the plaintiff. Its unwarrantable nature is now as apparent to everybody 
as it was at first to those who inquired into its circumstances; yet the laws 
of this country hold out no redress to Mr. Ravenga for the outrage put upon 
him. This gentleman has not, to this day, been recognized by this govern¬ 
ment in any shape. He informed the secretary of state for foreign affairs 
of his arrest and imprisonment as soon as they took place; but received no 
answer to his communication. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX, 
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George Canning^ Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
William & Court, British Minister to Spain ^ 

Foreign Office, January 30, 1824. 

Sir: The Messenger Latchford delivered to me on the 14th Inst, your 
despatch enclosing a copy of the Count de Ofalia’s Official Note to you of 
the 26 of December last,^ with the accompanying copy of an Instruction 
which has been addressed, by order of his Catholic Majesty, to his Ambassa¬ 
dor at Paris, and to his Ministers Plenipotentiary at the Courts of Vienna 
and St. Petersburgh. 

Having laid these papers before the King, I have received his Majesty^s 
commands to direct you to return to them the following answer. 

The purpose of the Spanish Instruction, is to invite the several powers, 
the allies of his Catholic Majesty, to “establish a conference at Paris, in 
order that their Plenipotentiaries together with those of his Catholic Maj¬ 
esty, may aid Spain in adjusting the affairs of her revolted colonies in 
America.” 

The maintenance of the “Sovereignty” of Spain over her late Colonies, 
is pointed out in this Instruction as one specifick object of the proposed 
conference and though no expectation of the employment of force for this 
object, by the powers invited to the Conference, is plainly indicated, it is 
not distinctly disclaimed. 

The invitation contained in this Instruction not being addressed directly 
to the Government of Great Britain, it may not be necessary to observe 
upon that part of it, which refers to the late “events in the Peninsula,” as 
having “paved the way” for the desired cooperation. 

The British Government could not acknowledge an appeal founded upon 
transactions to which it was no party. But no such appeal was necessary. 
No variation in the internal affairs of Spain, has at any time varied the King’s 
desire to see a termination to the evils arising from the protracted struggle 
between Spain and Spanish America; or his Majesty’s disposition to concur 
in bringing about that termination. ^ 

From the year 1810 when His Majesty’s single mediation was asked and 
granted to Spain, to effect a Reconciliation with her Colonies; the disturb¬ 
ances in which Colonies had then but newly broken out; to the year 1818, when 
the same task, increased in difficulty by the course and complication of events 
in America, was proposed to be undertaken by the Allied Powers assembled 
in conference at Aix la Chapelle; and from the year 1818 to the present time, 
the good offices of His Majesty for this purpose have always been at the 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, February 9, 
1824, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 812. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 804. 
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service of Spain, within limitations and upon conditions, which have bee 
in each instance explicitly described. 

Those limitations have uniformly excluded the employment of Force or ( 
menace against the Colonies on the part of any mediating Power; and thoi 
conditions have uniformly required the previous statement by Spain, of son 
definite and intelligible proposition, and the discontinuance on her part of 
system utterly inapplicable to the new relations which had grown up betwee 
the American provinces and other Countries. 

The fruitless issue of the Conferences at Aix la Chapelle, would have d( 
terred the British Government from acceding to a proposal for again ente 
taining, in Conference, the question of a mediation between Spain and tt 
American provinces; even if other circumstances had remained nearly tl: 
same. But the events which have followed each other with such rapidit 
during the last five years, have created so essential a difference, as well i 
the relative situation in which Spain and the American provinces stood, an 
now stand to each other, as in the external relations and the internal circun 
stances of the provinces themselves, that it would be vain to hope that an 
mediation, not founded on the Basis of Independence could be successfu 

In this state of things, the best proof which the British Government ca 
give of the interest which it continues to feel for Spain, is, to state frankl 
their opinion, as to the course most advisable to be pursued by his Cathol: 
Majesty, and to answer with the like frankness, the question implied, in IV 
Ofalia’s instructions as to the nature and extent of their own relations wit 
Spanish America. 

There is no hesitation in answering this question. The subjects of H; 
Majesty have for many years carried on Trade, and formed Commercii 
Connections in all the American Provinces, which have declared their separs 
tion from Spain: 

This Trade was originally opened with the consent of the Spanish Goverr 
ment. It has grown gradually to such an extent as to require some direc 
protection, by the establishment at several Ports and Places in those Pro\ 
inces, of Consuls on the part of this country:—a measure long deferred ou 
of delicacy to Spain, and not resorted to, at last without long previous not: 
fication to the Spanish Government. 

As to any further step to be taken by His Majesty towards the acknow: 
edgement of the de facto Governments of America, that question must (a 
has already been stated more than once to Spain and to other powers) depen 
upon various circumstances; and, among others, upon the Reports which th 
British Government may receive of the actual State of Affairs in the severe 
American Provinces. 

But it appears manifest to the British Government, that if so large a poi 
tion of the Globe should remain much longer without any recognized politico 
existence, or any definite political connexion with the established Goverr 
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ments of Europe, the Consequences of such a state of things must be at once 
most embarrassing to those Governments, and most injurious to the interests 
of all European Nations. 

For this reason, and not from mere views of selfish Policy, the British 
Government is decidedly of opinion, that the recognition of such of the new 
States as have established de facto, their separate political existence, cannot 
be much longer delayed. 

The British Government have no desire to anticipate Spain in that Recog¬ 
nition. On the contrary, it is on every account their wish, that his Catholic 
Majesty should have the Grace and the advantage, of leading the way, in 
that recognition, among the powers of Europe. But the Court of Madrid 
must be aware, that the discretion of his Majesty in this respect, cannot be 
indefinitely bound up by that of his Catholic Majesty, and that even before 
many months elapse the desire, now sincerely felt by the British Government, 
to leave this precedency to Spain, may be overborne by considerations of a 
more comprehensive nature; Considerations which regard not only the essen¬ 
tial interests of his Majesty’s Subjects, but the relations of the old world, 
with the new. 

Should Spain resolve to avail herself of the opportunity yet within her 
power, the British Government would, if the Court of Madrid desired it, 
willingly afford its countenance and aid to a negociation, commenced on that 
only basis, which appears to them to be now practicable; and would see with¬ 
out reluctance, the conclusion through a negociation on that basis, of an ar¬ 
rangement by which the Mother Country should be secured in the enjoy¬ 
ment of Commercial advantages, superior to those conceded to other Nations. 

For Herself, Great Britain asks no exclusive privileges of Trade, no invid¬ 
ious preference, but equal freedom of Commerce for all. 

If Spain shall determine to persevere in other Counsels, it cannot but be 
expected that Great Britain must take Her own course upon this matter, 
when the time for taking it shall arrive; of which Spain shall have full and 
early intimation. 

Nothing that is here stated can occasion to the Spanish Government any 
surprize. 

In my despatch to Sir Charles Stuart [Stewart] of the 31st of March 1823, 
which was communicated to the Spanish Government, the opinion was dis¬ 
tinctly expressed, that “time and the course of events had substantially de¬ 
cided the separation of the Colonies from the Mother country, although the 
formal Recognition of those Provinces, as Independent States, by His Majes¬ 
ty, might be hastened or retarded by various external circumstances, as well 
as by the more or less satisfactory progress, in each State, towards a Regular 
and settled Form of Government.” 

At a subsequent period, in a communication made, in the first instance to 
France and afterwards to other powers, as well as to Spain, the same opin- 
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ions were repeated, with this specifick addition, that in either of two cases 
(now happily not likely to occur); in that of any attempt on the part of 
Spain, to revive the obsolete interdiction of intercourse with Countries over 
which she has no longer any actual dominion;—or, in that of the employ¬ 
ment of foreign assistance to reestablish her Dominion in those Countries, 
by force of Arms; the recognition of such new States by this country would 
be decided and immediate. 

Having thus stated to you, for the information of the Court of Madrid, 
the deliberate opinion of the British Government on the points on which 
Spain required the Counsel of Her Allies, it does not appear to the British 
Cabinet, at all necessary to go into a conference to declare that opinion anew: 
even, if it were perfectly clear, from the tenour of Mr. Ofalia's Instruction, 
that Great Britain is in fact included in the invitation to the Conference at 
Paris.— 

Every one of the Powers so invited has been constantly and unreservedly 
apprized, not only of each step which the British Government has taken, 
but of every opinion, which it has formed on this subject: and this despatch 
will be communicated to them all. 

If those Powers should severally come to the same conclusion with Great 
Britain, the concurrent expression of their several opinions, cannot have 
less weight in the judgement of Spain, and must naturally be more accep¬ 
table to her feelings, than, if such concurrence, being the result of a conference 
of Five Powers, should carry the appearance of a concerted dictation. 

If (unhappily as we think) the allies, or any of them, should come to a 
different conclusion, we shall at least have avoided the inconvenience of a 
discussion, by which our own opinions could not have been changed. 

We shall have avoided an appearance of mystery, by which the jealousy 
of other parties might have been excited; we shall have avoided a delay 
which the state of the question may hardly allow. 

Meanwhile, this explicit Recapitulation of the whole course of our senti¬ 
ments and of our proceedings on this momentous subject, must at once 
acquit us of any indisposition to answer the call of Spain for friendly Counsel, 
and protect us against the suspicion of having any purpose to conceal from 
Spain or from the world. 

I am [etc.]. 
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Richclvd Rushf Ufiitcd States Ministet to Great Britain y to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, February p, 1824. 

Immediately after they got to hand I asked an interview of Mr. Secretary 
Canning, which he granted me on the second of this month. I should have 
transmitted you an account of what passed at it sooner, but that two labo¬ 
rious conferences which I had last week with the British plenipotentiaries on 
the business of the negociation, and other official calls upon my time, have 
prevented my writing until now. 

I thought it best to be entirely candid with Mr. Canning in the first in¬ 
stance, and under this determination, after a few introductory words, I 
gave him to understand that having heard from my government on the 
subject of our confidential correspondence and conversations in August and 
September, it was my design to make him acquainted with what had been 
said to me without any reserve. I accordingly proceeded to read to him 
your despatch of November the twenty ninth, ^ number seventy six, and 
went through it without the omission of any part. This despatch so fully 
lays down the views and intentions of the President on this important 
subject, and conveys so distinctly the necessary answers and remarks on 
all Mr. Canning's points, that it left me nothing to add or explain on any 
of them. 

When I had finished reading the despatch, he offered no commentary or 
opinion upon it whatever, either to the effect of the sentiments which it 
contained being satisfactory or the reverse. All that he said was, that inter¬ 
vening events had put an end to the state of things on the basis of which 
the propositions contained in his private notes would have been brought 
forward as the act of his government. He adverted to what had already 
passed on the.subject In our interview in November, (the 24th) and after¬ 
wards in December, and to the notes which he had written to me in the 
course of the latter month. I refer to my numbers 346 and 354 for reports ^ 
of these interviews, and to the latter for copies of his above notes, as well 
as for a copy of the paper agreed upon between Prince Polignac and himself, 
on the part of France and England, relative to Spanish America. 

Mr. Canning after thus recurring, as he had done before, to the change 
of ground on which alone as he said a concert or understanding between our 
two governments had been contemplated as serviceable, proceeded in turn 

1 MS, Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX. 

^ See above, pt. i, doc. 122. 

® See above, pt, viii, docs. 801 and 808, Rush to Adams, November 26, and December 27, 
1823, 
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to make me acquainted with the contents of a despatch which he had wri 
ten to Sir William k Court/ at Madrid, indicating the intentions of Grei 
Britain at this immediate point of time in regard to the new America 
states. It bore date only on the 30th of January; of course, could scarce! 
have been more recent. In place of reading it to me, he put it into my hanc 
requesting that I would read it myself, which I did throughout; and I a: 
glad that it does not fall to my lot in this instance to describe to you fro: 
memory the contents of this paper, as I received on Saturday night a 
entire copy of it from Mr. Canning. It seems that the occasion of writir 
it has been, that the Count de Of alia, on behalf of the Spanish governmen 
has addressed, so recently as in December last, an official note to the mil 
isters of Spain at Paris, Vienna, and St Petersburgh, instructing them 1 
endeavour anew to obtain the assistance of those three courts, through meai 
of a congress to be assembled at Paris, towards recovering the sovereign! 
of Spain over the '‘revolted countries in America’'; and a copy of this noi 
is communicated to Sir William k Court, by Count Ofalia, although Greg 
Britain is not directly invited to assist at the congress. Mr. Canniu 
having also sent me both the notes of Count Ofalia, I am happy to have 
in my power to enclose copies of them,^ as well as of the despatch to S 
William k Court. 

As the latter paper will be before you, I need not recapitulate the matter c 
it. It appears from it, that England thinks that all further mediation in th 
contest not founded on the basis of the Independence of the new state 
would now be vain; that Spain herself ought to take the lead among the powe: 
of Europe in formally acknowledging them, and that she ought to do it quid 
ly; that the policy of England is rapidly hastening to this point, and may t 
expected to reach it before “many months,” but that she is still so desiroi 
that Spain should precede her, that she is ready now to lend her mediation c 
the basis of their independence; and that if Spain should acknowledge then 
England will consent to an arrangement by which she, Spain, may be secure 
in the enjoyment of commercial advantages superior to those conceded 1 
other nations. 

How these superior advantages are to be obtained for Spain, the despatc 
does not intimate. As we can scarcely suppose that the new states then 
selves will grant them, we may expect that England will in the end see tl 
necessity as well as justice of following the more direct and consistent coun 
of the United States upon this as upon other points of this great public 
question. I drew Mr. Canning’s attention to the expressions in a parenth 
sis which will be seen towards the close of the despatch, as wearing an appea 
ance of belief in the mind of this government that a congress would be hel( 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 811. 

2 See above, pt. viii, docs. 804 and 811, Conde de Ofalia to Minister of England, Decemb 
26, 1823, and Canning to k Court, January 30, 1824. 
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He replied however that such was not his belief; that on the contrary his 
opinion unequivocally was, that none would be held; yet as the three powers 
applied to had not all of them distinctly refused, as far as he yet knew, he 
could not undertake to say so to me officially. He renewed at parting the ex¬ 
pression of his hope, that publicity would not be given to his correspondence 
or conferences with me on any part of this subject. The further sentiments 
and facts in relation to it imparted to me in your number 77 of November the 
30th,1 and your number 1 77 of December the 8th, I did not make known at 
this interview, but shall hold them in reserve to be used or otherwise, accord¬ 
ing to time and circumstances. It may be hardly necessary to add, that 
Britain continues to refuse to attend a congress, and declines lending her as¬ 
sistance to Spain on any other basis than the Independence of the new 
states. 

On the point of publicity, so constantly adverted to by Mr. Canning, I 
should have no difficulty whatever but for one consideration. If the senti¬ 
ments expressed in the President's Message on Spanish America, were to be 
taken as flowing from Mr. Canning's overture of last August, I should say, 
that a solemn act of my government having been the fruit of that overture, it 
would rest wholly with the discretion of my government to disclose or not the 
grounds of that act. Indeed, it may be proper I should mention, as I be¬ 
lieve that I have not heretofore, that at an early stage of our conferences I re¬ 
marked to Mr. Canning, that if the affair took this course, he must prepare 
himself for any degree or form of publicity which the executive, on its re¬ 
sponsibility to the nation, might judge proper to give of the whole grounds of 
it. But as I do not understand this to have been the case from any of the 
communications which I have yet had the honor to receive from you, I am 
alike unauthorised to infer it. The delicacy of the same consideration re¬ 
strains me from calling on Great Britain to avow before the world, with the 
same distinctness and solemnity that we have done, her determinations in re¬ 
gard to the new states, since I do not well see upon what basis I could found 
such a call, other than that of our avowal having proceeded from her call. I 
trust that this forbearance on my part, for the present at least, will be ap¬ 
proved as due to the dignity of the United States, as well as to the independent 
course so invariably pursued by them heretofore in relation to Spanish Ameri¬ 
ca. I have ventured to feel, that as the circumstances under which your in¬ 
structions to me on the whole of this interesting subject were written, have 
varied before they could reach me, so there must necessarily be something 
left to my own^discretion in executing them. I apprehended also, that the 
steady desire which, in my belief, Britain has to avoid any further advance to 
a political cooperation with our system now that she can say that the urgent 
notice for the one of last summer has gone by, would lead her to allege, if 
called upon by us at this juncture to be more explicit, that in her note^ to Sir 
^ See above, pt. i, doc. 124. * Not printed. 
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Charles Stewart of the 31st. of last March, in her paper^ drawn up in 
conjunction with Prince Polignac in October, and in this despatch2 to her 
ambassador at Madrid of the 30th of January, (all of which papers have been 
communicated to the powers of Europe,) she has already promulgated her 
determinations. 

Parliament met on the third instant, and I enclose a copy of the king’s 
speech as sent to me from the foreign office. The debates upon it, will have 
attracted your attention. In the Times^ the newspaper generally supposed 
to give the debates with the most accuracy and fulness, Mr. Canning is made 
to say whilst discussing the topick of Spanish America, that “a proposition 
had been made by the government of Spain to that of this country, to which 
an answer had been returned and was on its way to Madrid; and that after it 
had been disposed of, the time would arrive when this government would be en¬ 
abled to speak with more explicitness. *’ In the Courier and Morning Chroni¬ 
cle it is given, that a proposition of recognition had been made by Spain. I 
have not had the leisure to collate the above passage with the report of it in 
any other newspapers, than the Courier and Chronicle. The idea of such a 
proposition as the latter was new to me, and is excluded by the whole context 
of the despatch to Sir William k Court. This despatch is doubtless to be re¬ 
garded as the most recent and most authentick exposition of the present state 
of the Spanish American question, so far as the relations of Great Britain to 
it are concerned. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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George Canning^ Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain y to 
Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

London, March 4, 1824. 

The Undersigned His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs in transmitting to Mr. Rush, a copy of the papers respecting Spanish 
America, which are this day communicated, by His Majesty’s Command, to 
both Houses of Parliament, has the honor to call Mr. Rush’s attention to the 
Extract of the “ Memorandum of the Conference between the Prince de PoUgnac 
and Mr. Canning'" ; already communicated^ w extenso to Mr. Rush; in which 
Mr. Rush will observe, that care has been taken to omit that part which had 
reference to the United States of America; The Prince de Polignac and Mr. 

^ See above, pt. vin, doc. 799. 

^Ihid.y 811. 

’ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, March 6, 1824, 
which see below, pt. vni, doc. 815. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 799, under date of October 9, 1823. 
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Canning having agreed in thinking themselves not at liberty to make public 
any opinion expressed by them to each other, In a confidential conference, 
respecting any other Government. 

The Undersigned requests Mr. Rush to accept [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United Stales Minister to Great Britain, to George Canning, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

London, March 5, 1824, 

The Undersigned Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
from the United States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr, Sec¬ 
retary Canning’s note of yesterday’s date,^ accompanied by a copy of the 
papers respecting Spanish America which were yesterday communicated to 
both houses of parliament. 

The Undersigned will take care to transmit to his Government a copy of 
this note, as well as the papers received with it, and he has the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ® 

London, March 6, 1824, 

Sir: I yesterday received from Mr. Secretary Canning a note dated the 
fourth Instant,^ of which a copy is enclosed, transmitting to me a printed 
copy of the papers laid before Parliament on the 4th respecting Spanish 
America. I enclose also a copy of my answer to Mr. Canning, dated yester¬ 
day.® 

In comparing the printed extract of the '^memorandum of the conference 
between the Prince de Polignac and Mr. Canning,” with the original paper 
forwarded in extenso with my No. 354,® I find no differences between them, 
except verbal or immaterial ones (unless the substitution of Conference for 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX, enclosed in Rush to Adams, March 6, 1824 
which see below, pt. viii, doc. 815. 

* See above, pt. vm, doc. 813. 

* MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX. 

* See above, pt. vni, doc. 813. 

Ibid,, 814. 

Ibid,, 799, under date of October 9, 1823. 
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Congress wherever the latter word occurs should be thought otherwise) unti 
we come to the passage where the United States are mentioned. The whol( 
of this passage and thence to the end of the document, is left out in the printec 
copy. The reason for this omission Mr. Canning mentions in his note to me 
in manner as will be seen. 

I have no further information on the Spanish American question than ii 
contained in these papers not having yet heard of the answer of the Court o 
Madrid to Mr. Canning’s note to Sir William k Court of the 30th of January, 
or even if any has been received. Whatever I may hear on this point I wil 
promptly communicate to you. Nor do I yet know, with absolute certainty 
whether a Congress, or a Conference, is or is not to be held on this question b;s 
the powers of Europe, though my belief is that none will be, which belief S 
still suppose to be Mr. Canning’s. 

I beg to avail myself of this opportunity of mentioning that our Ministei 
at Buenos Ayres, Mr. Rodney, has written to request that I would cause hin 
to be supplied with regular files of two daily London Newspapers, the Morn 
ing Chronicle and the Courier, under the impression that the public is to pa3 
the expense. I have declined complying with his request on this footing, S 
so informing him, that the government as I know from experience in thij 
Legation, does not allow our Ministers the expense of even one English News 
paper. But I added, that I would make his request known to the government 
as I have thus done. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, June 30,1824, 

Sir: Parliament was prorogued on the twenty fifth instant, and enclosed 1 
have the honor to transmit a copy of the King’s speech, as sent to me by Mr 
Canning. 

Since my despatch of 17th of May,^ I have heard nothing from this govern 
ment relative to Spanish American affairs. The debates in parliament upor 
this subject, of which there have been several during the session just closed 
will have attracted your notice; and I have only to say that these debates 
have afforded the only authentick source which has been open to me of ob¬ 
taining information as to the intentions of this cabinet in regard to recognizing 
the new states. The most recent of these debates was one in the house ol 
Lords on the day before the prorogation, in the course of which Lord Liver- 

1 See above, pt. vni, doc. 811. 

2 MS, Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX. 

* Not printed. 








pool said, that the delay in taking any further step towards recognition arose 
from the fact of no report having yet been received from the commissioners 
sent out by this government to those states for the purpose of obtaining in¬ 
formation as to their condition. He declared at the same time, as Mr. Can¬ 
ning had already done in the house of commons, that Britain was under no 
obligation to any other power that could prevent her recognition of those 
states, whenever it should appear to the ministry to be consistent with the 
interests and character of the country to recognize them. It is thus that the 
question seems to hang, and I am able to communicate nothing more definite 
in relation to it. 

A minister from Mexico, Mr. Michilena, has lately arrived in this country 
in a British frigate. General Alvear, appointed Minister from Buenos Ayres 
to the United States, is also at present here, on his way to the United States. 
At what precise time he designs to embark, I am not able at this moment to 
say. 

It will have been seen by the publick prints, that this government has disa¬ 
vowed all connexion with the plans of Iturbide. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, July lo, 1824. 

Sir: With every anxiety to execute in a manner satisfactory to the Presi¬ 
dent the trust devolved upon me by your secret instructions of the 17th of 
December,^ I begin to feel, under all circumstances, some embarrassment in 
doing so. When these instructions got to hand, events were not altogether 
the same as at the period when they were framed. The change as it appears 
to me has continued to go on, until now the danger of any forcible interfer¬ 
ence by the powers of Europe to controul the destinies of Spanish America, 
seems nearly if not totally to have passed away. Yet Spain keeps up the 
visionary assertion of her supremacy, and may continue to do so, in spite of 
facts, for years to come. She also continues her urgency upon the powers of 
the continent to aid her in the recovery of her supremacy, to which they give 
no complete or authoritative refusal, their policy probably lying in this course, 
whilst it cannot be rationally believed that they design to take any steps in 
concert with Spain for the resubjugation of the colonies, against the avowed 
determinations of the United States and Great Britain upon this subject. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX. 

2 Not printed. It instructed him to pay the salary and expenses and direct the activities 
of Alexander McRae, a secret agent sent to attend and report the sessions of any European 
conference that might be held regarding the “affairs of Spain and South America.” 
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In this state of things I begin to feel a doubt as to the necessity of Mr. Mc¬ 
Rae remaining any great length of time in Europe on the important objects 
that brought him here; at the same time I cannot undertake to say that these 
objects have positively ceased. 

He has been once to France since his arrival, and is now here again, having 
returned about a week ago. He contemplates going again to the continent 
shortly, for which he has my sanction, more especially as the late unfavorable 
news from Peru may serve to give a temporary revival to the hopes of those 
who would wish to put down the independent cause in America. 

This despatch has no other object than that of merely drawing your at¬ 
tention to the embarrassments under which my own judgment may in the 
end labour in the delicate matter in question, so as to open a door for the bene¬ 
fit of your advice and assistance, if thought necessary. Should I not receive 
further instructions from you I shall continue to act on my own best discretion 
in conjunction with Mr. Brown,^ who, however, I am under the impression 
begins to share some of my own doubts as to the course which, before long, it 
may become most expedient for us to take. 

Mr. Hurtado has, within the last fortnight, been received by Mr. Canning 
at the foreign office. It was understood that the interview was only infor¬ 
mal, yet it is a step that must be considered as meaning something, particu¬ 
larly as Mr. H. is henceforth likely to be invited to further interviews of the 
same nature, which I understand is to be the case. Mr. Ravenga was never 
admitted to an interview with the foreign secretary even upon this footing. 
I also learn that Mr. Hurtado has received through an offical source at Paris, 
an intimation that his presence would be acceptable in that capital for a little 
while, and he accordingly sets out for it immediately in expectation of re¬ 
ceiving some communication from M. de Villele. Of what nature it is to be, 
he is at present uncertain. I have heard surmises that it may probably hint 
at the expediency of establishing thrones, instead of Republicks, in America, 
and placing Bourbons upon them! 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rushy United States Minister to Great Britainy to John Quincy AdamSy 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, July ji, 1824, 

Mr. Hurtado having received another and pressing invitation to go to Paris, 
and being advised to the step by Mr. Texada the Colombian Minister to 

^ James Brown, United States Minister to France. 

* MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX. 
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Rome now at Paris, has yielded his scruples and informs me that he will ac¬ 
cordingly go, next week. Mr. Irisari [Yrisarri] has returned from Paris, and 
it appears that he was not detained there against his will. Mr. Hurtado had 
so informed me, but learns from Mr. Irisari [Yrisarri] that it was not the case. 

Mr. Gameiro and General Brant, envoys or commissioners from Brazil, 
are here, engaged in negociations with Portugal for effecting a recognition of 
the independence of their country. The commissioner on the part of Portu¬ 
gal is Count Villa Real, the Portuguese Minister Plenipotentiary at this Court. 
I have but little information as to the progress or aspect of these negociations. 
Lately I understood through a source that I considered authentick, though 
not through either of the parties themselves, that Portugal, under the advice 
of England, was not indisposed to accede to the broad principle of Independ¬ 
ence, provided Brazil would give a sufficient equivalent. But what the 
equivalent is that Portugal expects, and whether it be of a nature respecting 
which it is likely the parties can ever agree I did not learn. Some of the 
meetings of the commissioners have been held at the foreign office, which 
may serve to show how this government interests itself in their proceedings. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, December 30, 1824. 

Sir: Mr, Secretary Canning invited me by note to call upon him at the 
foreign office this day, and it appeared that his object was to make to me a 
communication of great importance. 

It was to inform me, saying that for the present he did so in a confidential 
manner, that this government had taken its determination to acknowledge 
the Independence of three of the new American States. 

This was the first intimation given to me by him of this determination, and 
the earliest notice I have had of it under any form that I considered authen¬ 
tick. I hasten to impart it to you for the information of the President. 

The three states are, Mexico, Colombia, and Buenos Ayres. Mr. Canning 
said, that it was barely possible that the issue of events in Peru might sus¬ 
pend the acknowledgment in regard to Colombia; but that this was a con¬ 
tingency no longer looked upon as at all probable. 

The precise moment at which the acknowledgment would be made known 
to the world, he did not indicate, but gave me to understand that it was close 
at hand. 


1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXX. 
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He said that it would not be done by any formal declaration issued by this 
government, but by opening negociations with each of these new states, in 
their own capitals, for the purpose of forming commercial treaties between 
them and Great Britain. Diplomatic organs would be necessary for this 
measure, and the establishment of diplomatic relations would follow, as was 
usual. In entering into these treaties, Mr. Canning expressly disavowed for 
Great Britain the principle of aiming at any exclusive preference or benefits. 

He said that I was the only representative of any foreign power to whom 
the above communication had yet been made, a priority due to all that had 
passed between us heretofore upon this subject, and the multifarious and high 
interests which it involved. The representatives of the European powers 
would, he added, be next informed of it, and in a manner due to the friendly 
relations in existence between them and Great Britain. 

I lose no time in writing this despatch in the hope that it may be in season 
for the packet of the first of January, which cannot be the case should it be too 
late, as I fear, for the Liverpool mail of this evening. 

I naturally infer that this great step of justice as well as policy at length 
adopted by Great Britain, will be officially promulgated to the world when 
parliament meets. This will be early in February. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to John Quincy Adamsy 

Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, January i8y 1825. 

Sir: Since my despatch of the 30th of last month,2 I have received no 
further information on the subject to which it relates. The determination of 
this government respecting the new states of America, although purporting 
to have been imparted to me in confidence, it was plain had been known to 
others before. It was circumstantially announced even in the newspapers as 
soon as this month set in, and no longer remained a secret to any portion of 
the publick. On the 31st of December the communication was made to the 
ambassadors of the European powers, and an official note has, I understand, 
been addressed to them upon the occasion. This note I have not seen. The 
newspapers announce that a treaty between England and Buenos Ayres has 
already been actually signed, at Buenos Ayres. This I did not understand Mr. 
Canning to say, but only that negociations were immediately to be opened, 
with the three states named. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

* See above, pt. viii, doc. 819. 
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The measure of recognition by Great Britain has undoubtedly been urged 
on not only by the general example of the United States, but specially, I be¬ 
lieve, by her knowledge of the fact that treaties of commerce were in agita¬ 
tion between these new communities and the United States. Her jealousy 
of us, (a topick to which I may return on some other occasion,) will widely ex¬ 
tend itself under this new and great epoch in the affairs of the world. 

In the meantime, British merchants and manufacturers, British capitalists, 
in short, the whole British publick, are eagerly turning their eyes, under this 
impetus from their government, to the American hemisphere. They are en¬ 
deavouring to link Britain to these new states, and these new states to Britain, 
by every tie that excited cupidity can devise, and enormous opulence carry 
into effect. Nothing was ever like it before, not even the days of the south 
sea scheme. The publick stocks of these rising states, and the mining com¬ 
panies formed in London under their auspices, have become the great ob¬ 
jects of attention with monied men, for which even the British funds have 
been, for the day, neglected. Shares in some of the above companies have 
advanced to seventeen hundred per cent within a few months, and are bought 
with avidity at this price. In some of them I hear it said that noblemen of 
great estates, and directors of the bank of England, participate; also that 
princes of the blood press forward to obtain shares. Companies are also 
forming for opening the passage between the two oceans. Millions of money 
are ready to be embarked in this object, towards which I also hear that Brit¬ 
ish engineers are already actually engaged in their preparatory labours, in 
different parts of the Isthmus. The only struggle seems to be, for the favor 
of obtaining new contracts and loans and shares;—the absorbing theme. 
South American commerce and riches. Twenty millions of pounds sterling 
are stated to have been drawn into this vortex, and how soon the sum will be 
doubled no one can tell. A portion of all this eagerness, is doubtless the 
effect of momentary lures, and will spend itself; but it serves to give warning 
of the vast commercial and political changes that are approaching. Nor are 
there wanting men of sober minds who justify nearly all of it under the antici¬ 
pations which they form of the resources of those new communities when they 
shall come in due time to be more fully developed by the unrestricted aid, 
and hearty and interested cooperation, of British wealth and British re¬ 
sources. 

What will be the precise course of the continental powers under this meas¬ 
ure, I am not able to say. That they dislike it is certain, and not less so that 
it must lead to further alienation between them and Britain. I learn through 
a good source, that they particularly object to the terms of the official note 
in which it has been announced to them, and will not withhold their com¬ 
ments. But it is my confident belief, that it will produce no steps of coer¬ 
cion or hostility, as against the new states themselves. This I take to be a 
point decided upon by them, first from the impossibility of their being able 
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to Strike at the new states with any effect, and next from their unwillingness 
to adopt seriously a policy which would result in ranging the United States 
against them. In the breach which is perhaps slowly, but surely, ripening 
between them and Britain, they can read the shortsightedness and danger of 
such a policy. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

821 

Francisco de Zea Bermudez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain, to His 
Britannic Majesty's ChargS d'Affaires at Madrid ^ 

[translation] 

January 21, 1825. 

Sir: I have had the honour to receive the Note which you addressed me on 
the iith Instant, enclosing a Copy of a Despatch from H. B. My's Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, dated the 31st of December, and have communicated the 
contents thereof to the King my August Master. 

At a moment when H. My. completely restored to the legitimate rights of 
His Throne, was occupied, with incessant zeal, in healing the wounds left by 
past Revolutions, and in restoring upon a solid foundation the prosperity of 
the People whom Divine Providence has entrusted to his care;—when he was 
beginning to gather the fruits of His efforts by the tranquillity of Spain, and 
was meditating and preparing the means of restoring Peace to America;— 
when, in short, every thing presented the flattering prospect that peace and 
good order would replace throughout the World, the Wars, convulsions, and 
misfortunes which have afflicted it for so many years, at that moment has 
this communication reached His Royal ears.— 

Far was H. My. from expecting from His powerful and antient Ally The 
King of Great Britain, a determination such as that which his Minister has 
communicated to the Spanish Govt.— 2 . determination to enter into Negoci- 
ations for the conclusion of Treaties of Commerce with His rebellious Subjects, 
who after having perfidiously seized upon the Government in various parts of 
his American Dominions, now affect to consider themselves the arbiters of the 
destinies, and to defend the political interests of those very people whom 
they oppress and destroy. The surprise therefore of H. My. at this com¬ 
munication, has been equalled only by the grief which it has caused to his 
Royal mind; a grief fully justified by the fact of its having been anticipated by 
Mr. Canning in his abovementioned Despatch. H. My. however hopes that 
the British Cabinet, reflecting in its wisdom upon the nature of this measure, 
—its opposition, in the opinion of Spain, to the true political and commercial 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in Rush to Secretary of State, 
May 2, 1825, which see below, pt. vin, doc. 830. 
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Interests of England, as well as those principles of eternal justice, which are 
the foundation of the conduct of all civilized Govt®, and the guarantee of the 
social existence of Nations,—the fatal consequences which must result, 
from carrying them into execution, to the tranquillity and prosperity of 
Europe, and lastly, the sacred obligation to observe Treaties inviolably;— 
will not refuse, before she takes a definitive resolution on the subject, to listen 
to, and take into mature and deep consideration, the well-grounded representa¬ 
tions of Spain. 

The whole World beheld with admiration, and, let it be permitted to Cas¬ 
tilian pride to add, with envy, the heroick firmness with which Spain, making 
common cause with England, resisted for six successive years, the Usurper of 
the Throne of France, the destroyer of Europe, and the disturber of the Peace 
of the whole Globe. The constancy of the Spaniards, and their innate affec¬ 
tion for their king, triumphed over the immense Power of Buonaparte in the 
Peninsula, and was an example to the rest of Europe, that their united efforts 
might succeed in hurling the Usurper from the Throne of St. Louis, The wise 
and persecuted Louis XVIII, and the illustrious Princes of his race, to whose 
persevering and heroick firmness in adversity, Europe has been so much in¬ 
debted, returned to occupy that Throne, fulfilling the wishes and hopes of 
France, And what did England during the whole period of this strife of rev¬ 
olution against order? She fought with glory: she generously lent her 
Treasures and her blood to destroy the Usurper: she resisted, with unshaken 
firmness, the recognition of the momentary triumph of violence over justice; 
she disowned the Man who put himself at the head of the strongest de facto 
Government which had been seen for ages, as well as other de facto Govern¬ 
ments created and set up by him; she gave an asylum on her hospitable Terri¬ 
tory to legitimacy, in the person and Family of the Monarch of France, and 
other Sovereign Princes; and she contributed at length to restore them to the 
affections of their respective subjects. This did England at that period; and 
can she now, in contradiction to such wise principles, and noble proceedings, 
sanction the existence of some governments, de facto the offspring of rebel¬ 
lion: infants in strength, but old in crime,—supported by ambition, and de¬ 
fended by blood and anarchy. What would have been the fate of France, 
and of Europe, if England, instead of resisting the Revolution of Buonaparte, 
had assisted it? and what will now become of that same Europe, if H. B. M. 
now takes up the cause of a handful of Rebels? Justice is one and the same 
at all periods, and the Government and people of England, who have always 
been just, cannot cease to be so. 

As just as England was in her conduct, so was She in her language. In the 
harangues pronounced in her illustrious Parliament, in her publick papers, in 
her diplomatick Notes and Declaration, in all her writings, she has constantly 
maintained that Rebellion does not constitute a right. With respect to 
Spain and her American Possessions, not only has the Cabinet of London de- 
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fended this principle, but has moreover recognized and sanctioned it by 
positive stipulations. The Treaty concluded in London between Their Catho- 
lick and Britannick Majesties, dated the 14th of January 1809, contains tex- 
tually the following words: ‘‘ H. B. My. pledges Himself not to recognize any 
other King of Spain and the Indies except H. C. My. Ferdinand VII, His 
Heirs, or such legitimate Sovereigns as the Spanish Nation shall recognize. 
And the 3rd of the Additional Articles to the Treaty of Madrid, of the 5th of 
July 1814, signed on the 28th of August following, says expressly:H. B. My. 
being anxious that the evils and discords which unfortunately prevail in 
H, C. My’s Dominions in America, should altogether cease, and that the 
Subjects of those Provinces should become obedient to their legitimate Sover- 
eigUy H, B. My. pledges himself to adopt the most efficacious measures in 
order that his subjects should not furnish the disaffected in America with 
Arms or Ammunition, or any implement of war. ” 

There cannot be a more evident demonstration than results from the 
Above-cited Article, of the incoherence and injustice of the measure which 
the British Gov*, now announces, since a recognition of the Governments de 
facto established in Spanish America, would be equivalent to disowning the 
legitimate rights of the King of Spain and of the Indies; it would be fomenting 
War and desolation in those vast Countries; it would be giving food to the 
evils and discord which prevail in H. My’s Dominions; it would be patroniz¬ 
ing disobedience, and protecting insurrection; it would be more than giving 
arms and ammunition to the disaffected; in one word, it would be breaking 
solemn promises, and violating formal Treaties. 

But even if it were not a case of infraction, even if views of policy and per¬ 
sonal convenience rendered that lawful to-day which was prohibited yester¬ 
day; what are the motives which England alleges for adopting this measure? 
On the one hand, the consolidation of the Institutions of the Pretended 
American States, and the fitness of those States to maintain the Treaties 
which they may conclude with other powers: and on the other hand, the pro¬ 
tection which the British Government owes to the Commerce and Naviga¬ 
tion of its Subjects, these are the motives which Mr. Canning brings forward. 

But where is this consolidation to be found? It is not three Months since 
the pretended Mexican Government declared itself constituted; and the very 
Individuals who then set themselves up as Governors, have ceased to exist. 

Iturbide’s visionary Empire vanished for ever with the Life of that am¬ 
bitious Chieftain. Bravo, the supreme Dictator, yielded the post of Su¬ 
premacy to Victoria, but the latter is still threatened by his Rival. All is 
disorder, ambition and anarchy, and the various Provinces are reduced into 
so many factions. 

In the State called Colombia, the Individual who assumes the title of 
Liberator and Protector, is at thousands of leagues from the Capital, towards 
which he is retreating, flying from the arms of the Royalists; and the only 






















DOCUMENT 821: JANUARY 21, I825 I533 

fruit which he has derived from his plans of conquest over Peru, is shame and 
dishonour, besides the sacrifice of thousands of wretched beings, who, torn 
from their homes, have perished in the deserts, victims of the tyranny and 
ambition of that adventurer. 

As to Buenos Ayres, England herself hardly can tell who it is that com¬ 
mands, or what form of Government exists there at present. 

Nevertheless, she must be apprized that a person called Albear [Alvear?], 
who, a short time ago, was proscribed, is now called upon to defend those who 
banished him; and she cannot be ignorant that that unhappy Country is a 
prey to the rapacity of a few ambitious individuals: and that, in the state of 
progressive decline to which anarchy has been leading it, it may perhaps ere 
long be equally a prey to the Indian Savages who threaten it, and who, with 
impunity, make frequent inroads on its Territory. 

And are these consolidated Governments? Are these the Govt®, which 
present sufficient stability and security to induce Great Britain to treat with 
them? Can the dignity of the British Gov*, expose itself to be compromised 
by the difficulties which must inevitably occur on the part of its Agents in 
their relations with those ephemeral and inconsistent Governments? Will 
the just interests of Great Britain herself, and of the World in general, be 
treated with more equity and regularity by rebellious Subjects and insurrec¬ 
tional Authorities, than by a legitimate Sovereign. 

In the last Session of the English Parliament, it was declared, that no such 
stability and security existed. 

Why, therefore, if they now exist, does not the Government bring forward 
the facts upon which it grounds the assertion? If it be wished to prove to 
Spain the existence of this boasted security of the rebellious Govt®, this firm¬ 
ness in their Institutions, (which they cannot have acquired by regular means, 
in the few months that have elapsed since the said Session) why not point 
out the extraordinary circumstances which have led to the establishment of 
such an order of things? Let England publish those facts, for Spain and 
Europe are ignorant of them; and unless she does so publish them, her asser¬ 
tions must be considered as inexact, even by those who are the most igno¬ 
rant or the most indifferent with regard to this great question. 

The Commissioners whom England sent out to those Countries, of which, 
some were withdrawn by their own Government, and others began by pub- 
lick acts which that same Government reprobated, nearly all of them de¬ 
parting from their ostensible character of impartial Observers, converted 
themselves into Chiefs and Promoters of the several parties—yet these very 
Commissioners must have sent intelligence and reports which contain proofs 
of the supposed consolidation of the American Govts, if it in truth and reality 
existed. 

The second motive alleged by the British Cabinet for the intended measure 
is the protection and furtherance of the Interests of British Commerce.— 
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But have not English Vessels constantly been, and are they not still ad¬ 
mitted into all the Ports which the disaffected occupy ? And are they not 
equally so by means of the Decree of the 9th of February last, into all the 
ports which acknowledge and obey the King’s legitimate authority? 

To prove whether they have been treated in the former or the latter with 
the greatest consideration, and the greatest respect shewn to the rights of 
property, reference need only be made to the measures of pillage and robbery 
dictated by Bolivar, when he was compelled to abandon Lima, comparing 
those measures with the protection given by the Royalist Generals to all 
Foreign Property but especially English: and let reference also be made to 
the reception which the British Consul & Commissioners met with at that 
place compared with the vexatious grievances of which the other Commis¬ 
sioners had to complain in the territory of Mexico.— 

The Spanish Gov*, abstains on the present occasion from entering into the 
details of various cases in which English Merchants, infringing an express 
Treaty, and the Laws of their own country, have introduced arms and am¬ 
munition into the Insurgent Provinces; and it equally abstains from enumer¬ 
ating the many losses, calamities and deaths which have resulted from that 
scandalous traffick, even among the countrymen of the offenders. But it 
cannot however do less than observe, that, if England, contrary to the well 
founded wishes and hopes of Spain, were ultimately to determine upon recog¬ 
nizing the rebellious Governments, the foundations on which rested the 
above quoted Decree of the 9th Feby. and the basis of absolute equality there¬ 
by established in favor of all Foreigners, would, in fact, be destroyed, and 
British Commerce would have no just grounds for complaint if it experienced 
modifications in regard to that decree in the Countries subject to his My’s. 
dominions, such as the Injury occasioned to Spain through the measure in 
question, might necessitate, H. M. paternal solicitude requiring that he 
should at all times consider what is due to his people, to justice, and to his 
amicable relations with other powers. 

The King, my master declares that to effect the happy restoration of those 
his dominions by conciliatory means, has been the object of his deep and in¬ 
cessant meditations, as well as of his most diligent endeavors; and H. M. 
further declares that, at the very moment when he received so unsatisfactory 
a communication He was preparing to give new and irrefragable proofs of his 
firm determination to comply, in a spirit of the most scrupulous good faith, 
with all that he had announced in that respect; and also to extend, by means 
of Tariffs, simple and equitable regulations, and the admission into his ultra- 
marine dominions of Consular agents from England and the other allied 
Powers, a special protection to the Freedom of Commerce in which He had 
hastened to allow those Powers to participate. 

All this however could not be the result of purely speculative combinations; 
and surely the British Gov*, could not expect that, Spain, In the midst of 
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various other subjects to which her attention was preemptorily called, should 
at once, and of a sudden, have decreed measures, which in order to be just 
and wise must emanate from a mature examination and a perfect knowledge 
of the respective Interests of the several localities, and a consideration of the 
cause which should offer the most solid securities towards establishing, in a 
lasting manner the individual general prosperity of H. M. Spanish American 
subjects duly combined with the desires and interests of Gt. Britain, and 
H. M’s. other allies. 

Spain would never have refused the mediation of England for the important 
object of the pacification of the Colonies, if the offer had not always come ac¬ 
companied by the inadmissible condition of recognizing their Independence 
and separation from the Mother Country. 

The Cabinet of Madrid calls the whole of Europe to witness that, the very 
first moment that H. M. was delivered from the Revolutionary Yoke under 
which he had suffered for more than three years, H. M. directed his attention 
and exertions to persuading all the Powers of Europe, including England, of 
the necessity of taking into consideration collectively the important ques¬ 
tion of the State of South America and of agreeing upon the method of re¬ 
storing Peace to those unhappy Regions, combining their own Interests with 
those of Europe at Large, and with the just rights of Spain. 

England knows that she has been three times solicited by the Spanish Gov^ 
to join in a conference at Paris for this purpose, and also that, even after she 
had refused, from political considerations, to take a part in that conference, 
Spain offered to secure, under the Guarantee and Good Faith of Treaties, 
such concessions on the part of H. C. My. to his American Subjects, and such 
commercial advantages to the whole of Europe, as should be compatible with 
the Interest and Right of that Kingdom. 

England knows also that the King my Master, desirous to avail himself of 
the efficient intervention and powerful influence of His illustrious Ally the 
King of G*. Britain for so important an object, and being not only faithful in 
the observance of Treaties, but constant in giving publick proofs of His 
Friendship for England, intimated through yourself, Sir, to your Gov*, the 
possibility of bringing about certain modifications and concessions favorable 
to English commerce with European Spain, unattended with any prejudice 
to the Commerce of other Nations. 

Spain has therefore done all that depended upon her towards manifesting 
her prompt disposition to combine and conciliate Her own Interests with 
those of the rest of Europe in this affair, and if she has not found that co¬ 
operation on the part of England she had promised herself, and which she de¬ 
sired, at least it is not with her that the Responsibility will rest. 

Even now she is still prepared to enter into the already solicited conference; 
—even now she resumes her solicitations to that effect, and even now, from 
the intimate conviction which she entertains of the sentiments of her August 
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Continental Allies she ventures to affirm that they will readily lend them¬ 
selves to such changes and modifications as England may desire provided they 
be not detrimental to the imprescriptible rights of the King of Spain and 
the Indies. 

H. M. considering that no act of proceeding of a third power can alter or 
weaken, much less destroy, the Right of His Sovereignty feels that he ought 
not to renounce them, nor will he ever do so. Justice and the imperious 
obligations w^. have been transmitted to him by his illustrious predecessors, 
prescribe this line of conduct, and it is equally prescribed by the proofs which 
H. M. daily receives of the inconquerable fidelity of his subjects in the New, 
as well as the Old World. 

The Americans vie with the Europeans in giving demonstrations of that 
Virtue which is engraved in indelible Characters in the Hearts of all Spaniards. 
The brilliant Victories gained by H. M’s Armies in Peru, the details of 
which are generally known, the loudly proclaimed desires of the larger and 
uncontaminated part of the population of America, anxious to reunite itself 
to the Mother Country and the progressive increase of the numbers so disposed 
(in the same proportion as in other parts anarchy and calamities of all kinds 
devour those unhappy regions) all tended to furnish H. M. with well founded 
presages that by degrees those countries would be restored to his paternal 
dominion, under which they have been happy for centuries, and will again 
flourish. 

The loyalty and constancy of the Americans, will end by producing the 
same good effects which have been produced by those Virtues in the Span¬ 
iards themselves and the Union of the former with the latter will be so much 
the more lasting, as in both continents have been equally experienced the 
miserable effects of Revolutions, and Spaniards and Americans, will alike 
preserve forever a spirit of opposition to all dangerous innovation repugnant 
to their Religion, to established Laws, ancient customs, and, it may be added, 
to the rooted prejudices of the People. 

Even though the day of Union and Conciliation should be distant, and 
though the intrigues of the disloyal, and the resistance offered on their part, 
aided by a complication of adverse circumstances should continue to post¬ 
pone it, H. C. M. will never abandon the Rights of His Crown, nor will he ever 
cease to support, by all the means with which his legitimate authority pro¬ 
vides him, the exertions of those American Spaniards who are faithful to 
their King, and attached to the true prosperity of their native Country. He 
will never cease to employ the force of arms against his Rebellious subjects, 
comformably to the principles of the Rights of Nations, inherent in the exist¬ 
ence of all Thrones. 

H. M. therefore declares in the face of the whole world that although he is 
ready to make to His American Subjects such concessions as may be com¬ 
patible with His legitimate Sovereignty, with justice, with their real neces- 
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sities, and well founded claims, that He neither acknowledges, nor ever will 
acknowledge, either directly or indirectly the independence of the Govt®, 
which have established or shall hereafter establish themselves in Mexico, 
Terra-firma, Buenos Ayres, or any other part of HisTrans-marine Dominions. 
H. M. declares also, that if, what he cannot expect, the Gov^ of H. B. M. 
shall persist in carrying into effect the conclusion of Treaties of Commerce 
with them, and the consequent diplomatick recognition which the communi¬ 
cation of the English Minister announces, H. M. protests and will protest in 
the most solemn manner against these measures, by which the Treaties 
existing between the two Powers will be violated and the legitimate and 
imprescriptible Rights of The Throne of Spain attacked in the most 
serious manner. 

But H. M. is willing to hope that the British Cabinet will reconsider this 
important matter and will maturely examine with enlightened equity the 
fatal consequences which must result to the repose of the world, and the well 
being of her own subjects, from a recognition as unjust as it is impolitic, of re¬ 
bellious and ephemeral Governments, and not carry into effect the determi¬ 
nation announced by Mr. Canning in the despatch which you transmitted to 
me, Sir, in your above mentioned Note, to which I reply by the orders of the 
King my Master, requesting that you will have the goodness to carry the 
contents of this communication to the knowledge of your Gov*, with the 
least possible delay. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


822 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

London, February 5, 1825. 

Sir: Parliament was opened by commission the day before yesterday, and 
I enclose a copy of the king’s speech as sent to me from the foreign office. 

What was said by the ministers of the crown in both houses of Parliament 
respecting the new states of America, in the debate which followed immedi¬ 
ately after the reading of the speech, is so fully reported in the newspapers, 
which are herewith also transmitted, that I need not dwell upon it. Mr. 
Canning’s explanations in the house of commons will be found to correspond, 
in effect, with the communication which he made to me on the thirtieth of 
December.^ That part of his speech will not escape notice in which he 
says, that Great Britain has demanded no special advantages from the new 
states, as the price of her recognition, but only claims to be placed on the 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIL 
^ See above, pt. vm, doc. 819, Rush to Adams, December 30, 1824. 
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same footing with other states that may chuse to follow her example. Thi 
declaration is the more to be remembered by its contrast with a sentiment 
wearing an aspect somewhat different, which fell from Lord Francis Levisoi 
Gower, who moved the address in the house of commons in reply to the king' 
speech. The latter said, that in the course of two separate accounts whic! 
he had seen of some of the new states, the one by a Frenchman the other b; 
an American, he could not help remarking, that a feeling of astonishment 
mixed perhaps with a natural jealousy, was expressed as to the tendenc; 
which the trade of the new states was taking towards England”; ” a fortunat 
tendency,” he added, “which he thought the treaties England was abou 
entering into with them, would encourage and protect. ” 

I understand from good authority that the communication which Mi 
Canning made to me on the 30th of December, he had previously made t 
Mr. . Hurtado, the minister from Colombia. I understand also that it i 
probable this gentleman as well as the representatives from the other ne^ 
states now in London, will be regularly received by this government as soo; 
as the projected treaties shall have been fully perfected. I further learn, tha 
on Mr. Hurtado having remarked to Mr, Canning, that his government wa 
ready to make peace as soon as Spain was, the latter said that he would b 
glad to see that event come about between the parties, and would intimat 
this wish to the government of Spain. But it was not understood that an 
mediation was to be offered by Great Britain. Whether this is the first ani 
guarded step towards a more intimate policy which Britain designs to foste 
with these new states, more time will determine. It is a subject to b 
watched, and I will be awake to it. I ought to add, that Mr. Hurtado is fui 
nished with powers to treat of peace with Spain. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


823 

Substance of a communication from Count Lieven, Russian Ambassador i 
Great Britain^ to George Cannings Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

March 2, 1823, 

Count Lieven stated that he had received from His Court a Despatch i 
acknowledgement of the Communication made through Mr. Ward,^ of th 
Determination taken by His Majesty respecting certain of the new States < 
Spanish America. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in Rush to Secretary of Stat 
April 4, 1825, which see below, pt. vm, doc. 828. 

* British Ambassador to Russia. 
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That Mr, Ward being confined to his Bed, Count Nesselrode^ had not been 
able conveniently to discuss with Mr. Ward the Matter of that Communi¬ 
cation, and had therefore addressed to him (Count Lieven) what the Emperor 
wished to be declared to the British Government thereupon. That the Em¬ 
peror had learnt with regret the determination of His Majesty with respect 
to Mexico, Colombia, & Buenos Ayres. That His Imperial Majesty could 
not take upon himself to judge of the Necessity which induced Great Britain 
to acknowledge the Independence of these several Spanish Colonies, by con¬ 
cluding with them treaties of Commerce. 

That, in so far as His Imperial Majesty was concerned. The Emperor 
would, in respect to Spanish America, adhere to those Principles which had 
for ten years secured to the different Courts of Europe, their Rights of Sover¬ 
eignty, and State of Possession. That those Principles, on which reposes the 
tranquillity of the World, will ever be regarded by his Imperial Majesty with 
invariable respect. That under the auspices of Great Britain herself, those 
Principles became again the Basis of publick Law in Europe. During twenty 
years consecutively, England did not hesitate to defend them, in conjunction 
with her allies. By the transactions of 1814, 1815 and 1818 She solemnly 
confirmed them; and History will not forget to Record that, if in Spain & in 
France, the cause of legitimate Authority obtained an advantageous Triumph, 
if Monarchs long unfortunate, recovered their Crowns & the Dominions of 
their Ancestors, it was more especially to the British Government that was 
to be attributed this memorable Reparation of the Evils caused by revolu¬ 
tionary Violence. 

That applying the Maxims of a Policy so generous to the situation of the 
Peninsula and of her insurgent colonies reciprocally, Russia could not for¬ 
bear to follow the Example which had been given by England, in those past 
Transactions. That the Emperor was the more firmly resolved to pursue 
this Conduct, because it appeared to him that His Catholick Majesty, ab¬ 
sorbed by other cares, and occupied in repairing other Disasters, had not yet 
been able to get together the necessary means of enforcing His rights of 
Sovereignty, over His antient Dominions; because the only propositions which 
had been made to His Catholick Majesty by the Cabinet of St. James’s in¬ 
volved the sanction by Spain of the total loss of those Dominions; & because 
the answers of the Court of Madrid sufficiently explained the Motives of the 
Determination taken by Spain, deriving them even from the Testimony of 
the English Agents sent to South America. That from the Period of those 
Propositions and Answers, Russia had observed, on the one hand, the anxiety 
of Spain to permit the Commerce already existing with her ultra-marine 
Provinces, and her offer to protect and extend it under all Circumstances 
which might possibly occur; on the other hand, the Victories which have re¬ 
placed Peru, under the Royal Authority; the vain endeavours of the Govern- 
1 Russian Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
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ments de facto to reconquer that Country, and the weakness of the Militar 
resources of Mexico, exemplified by the continued Resistance of the Fort c 
St Jean d’Ulloa. That, such Circumstances could not, however, change th 
fixed Determinations of Russia; and that moreover, since the conclusion c 
the Act of the Congress of Vienna, She was firmly persuaded, that it wa 
sufficient that a proposed Measure necessarily infringed upon the right of 
third Power, to prevent its receiving the sanction of those Governments wh 
took part in that great work of Peace & Justice. 

That the motives which prevented the Emperor from participating in th 
opinions of the Court of London on the affairs of America, being thus shortl; 
explained, His Imperial Majesty deprecated any discussion upon th 
subject. 

For this last Reason, Count Lieven said that he was not instructed no 
authorized to give a copy of the Despatch, the substance of which he hai 
thus verbally stated to Mr. Canning. 


824 

Substance of a communication from Prince Esterhazy, Austrian Ambassado 
to Great Britain, to George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

March 3, 1825. 

1. That the Court of Vienna views with regret and disapprobation th< 
course adopted towards the Countries of Spanish America, as being i 
deviation from the principles of Legitimacy which guide the Politicks of th' 
Great Powers of Europe. 

2. That the Court of Vienna does not pretend to erect Itself into a Judg- 
of the Interests of Great Britain; nor to decide, how far those Interests migh 
or might not be sufficiently urgent to necessitate a step which It could no 
but consider as precipitate, even in that point of view. 

3. But that It could not admit the validity of such a Plea, because, affect 
ing, as it does, in this instance, the Rights of Spain, it might, if once admitted 
affect equally, in some future instance, the Rights of some other Power. 

4. That the Court of Vienna, faithful to its principles, would not acknowl 
edge any of the Countries of Spanish America until the Mother Coimtry shal 
have set the Example^ 

Substituted, by Prince Esterhazy: 

4. That the Court of Vienna, faithful to its Principles, would not deviat 
from those which guided the Politicks of the Great Powers of Europe, fo: 
these last ten years. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in Rush to Secretary of State 
April 4, 1825, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 828. 
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Substa^e of a communication from Baron de Maltzahn, Prussian Minister to 
Great Britain^ to George Canning^ Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

[translation] 

March 4, 1825. 

Baron von Maltzahn announced to Mr. Canning that he was instructed to 
inform him that his Court has learned with pain and regret of the decision 
taken by the Britannic Government with respect to the Spanish Colonies in 
America; that the Cabinet of Berlin could not regard the reasons set forth by 
Mr. Canning as sufficient to justify a resolution which, according to its view¬ 
point, infringed upon the rights of the King of Spain and was in opposition 
to the principles of legitimacy. 

That Baron von Maltzahn was instructed not to hide from Mr. Canning 
how greatly his Court disapproved of this decision, and to declare to him 
that, on its part, it was resolved not to depart from the path that the Allied 
Cabinets had followed and would continue to follow without variation. 


826 

George Cannings Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Chevalier de Los Rios, Spanish Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Foreign Office, March 25,1825. 

The Undersigned &c. is commanded by his Sovereign to deliver to the 
Chevalier de Los Rios for the purpose of being transmitted to his Court, the 
following reply to the Official Note addressed by His Excellency M. Zea to 
His Majesty’s Charg6 d’Affaires at Madrid on the 21st of January.^ 

So large a portion of the Official Note of M. Zea was founded upon a denial 
of the facts which had been reported to the British Government, with respect 
to the state of the several Countries of Spanish America: and upon an antici¬ 
pation of events expected by the Court of Spain to take place in those Coun¬ 
tries, by which the credibility of the reports transmitted to the British Govern¬ 
ment would be effectually disproved; that it has been thought advisable to 
wait the issue of the expected events in Spanish America rather than to con¬ 
front evidence with evidence, and to discuss probabilities and conjectures. 

Of that issue, decisive as it appears to be, the Undersigned is directed to 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in Rush to Secretary of State, 
April 4, 1825, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 828. 

^ Ibid., May 2, 1825, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 830. 

® See above, pt. viii, doc. 821. 
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say no more than, that it is a great satisfaction to the British Gov^ that it 
had actually taken place before the intentions of the British Government to¬ 
wards the other Countries of Spanish America were announced. Those in¬ 
tentions, thereforCj, cannot by possibility have had the slightest influence upon 
the result of the war in Peru. 

With this single observation, the Undersigned is directed to pass over all 
that part of M. Zea’s Note, which turns upon the supposed incorrectness of 
the information on which the decision of the British Government was founded. 

The questions which remain to be examined, are, whether in treating with 
de facto Governments, now established beyond the danger of any external as- 
sailment, Great Britain has violated either any general principle of interna¬ 
tional Law, or any positive obligation of Treaty. 

To begin with the latter as the more specifick accusation. 

M. Zea brings forward repeatedly the general charge of violated treaties: 
but as he specifies only two^ that of 1809, and that of 1814, it may be pre¬ 
sumed that he relies on them alone to substantiate this charge. 

First as to the Treaty of 1809. 

That Treaty was made at the beginning of the Spanish struggle against 
France, and was directed wholly, and in terms not to be misapprehended, to 
the circumstances of the moment at which it was made. It was a Treaty of 
Peace, putting an end to the War in which we had been since 1804, engaged 
with Spain. It is expressly described, in the first Article, as a Treaty of Alli¬ 
ance during the War in which we were engaged jointly with Spain against 
France. All the stipulations of the Treaty had evident reference to the de¬ 
clared determination of the then Ruler of France to uphold a branch of his 
own Family upon the Throne of Spain and of the Indies;—and they undoubt¬ 
edly pledged us to Spain not to lay down our arms until that design should be 
defeated in Spain, and the pretension altogether abandoned as to America— 
a pledge which it is not, and cannot be denied, that Great Britain amply re¬ 
deemed. But those objects once accomplished, the Stipulations of the 
Treaty were fulfilled, and its obligations necessarily expired, together with 
the matter to which they related. 

In effect, at the happy conclusion of the War in the Peninsula, and after 
the restoration, by British assistance, of H. C. M. to the Throne of his An¬ 
cestors, the Treaty of 1809 was replaced by the Treaty of 1814. And what 
does that Treaty contain? First, the expression of an earnest wish on the 
part of His Majesty that Spanish America may be reunited to the Spanish 
Monarchy; and, secondly, an engagement to prohibit British Subjects from 
supplying the Spanish Americans with Munitions of War,— This engage¬ 
ment was instantly carried into effect by an Order in Council of 1814. And 
in furtherance of the like object, beyond the obligation of the Treaty, an Act 
of Parliament was passed in 1819^—prohibiting the service of British subjects 
in the ranks of the resisting colonies. 
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That the wish expressed in this Treaty was sincere, the proof is to be found, 
not only in the measures above mentioned, but in the repeated offers of 
Great Britain to mediate between Spain and her Colonies— Nor were these 
offers of Mediation, as M. de Zea alleges, uniformly founded on the single 
basis of the admission by Spain of the Independence of the Spanish Provinces. 

Years had elapsed, and many opportunities had been missed of negociating 
on better terms for Spain, before that basis was assumed to be the only one 
on which negociation could be successfully opened. 

It was not assumed in 1812, when our Mediation was offered to the Cortes. 

It was not assumed in 1815, when Spain asked our Mediation, but refused 
to state the terms to which she was willing to agree. 

It was not assumed in 1818, in the Conferences at Aix-la-Chapelle in which 
Conferences the question of an arrangement between Spain and her Americas 
was, for the first, and last time, discussed between the Great Powers of 
Europe. 

After the silence, indeed, which Spain observed as to the opinion of the 
Powers assisting at those Conferences, when laid before her, two things be¬ 
came perfectly clear: the first, that Spain had at that time no serious inten¬ 
tion of offering any terms, such as the Spanish American Provinces were 
likely to accept; the second, that any subsequent reference of the subject to a 
Congress must be wholly fruitless and unsatisfactory. 

From that time forth. Great Britain abstained from stirring the subject of 
Negociation with the Colonies;—till in the month of May 1822, Spain spon¬ 
taneously announced to Great Britain that she had measures in contempla¬ 
tion for the pacification of her Americas, on a basis entirely new:—^which 
basis, however was not explicitly described. 

In answer to that notification, Spain was exhorted by Great Britain to 
hasten as much as possible her Negociation with the Colonies, as the course 
of events was evidently so rapid as not to admit of a much longer delay: but 
no suggestion was even then brought forward by Great Britain, as to the 
adoption of the basis of Independence. 

The first suggestion of that basis came, in fact, from the Gov*, of Spain it¬ 
self, in the month of November 1822, when the British Minister at Madrid 
received an intimation that the Cortes meditated opening Negociations with 
the Colonies, on the basis of Colonial Independencej — Negociations which 
were, in fact, subsequently opened, and carried to a successful termination 
with Buenos Ayres, though they were afterwards disavowed by H. C. My. 

It was not till after this last mentioned communication from the Spanish 
Government, that Great Britain expressed the opinion which she entertained 
as to the hopelessness of negociating upon any other basis than that then first 
suggested by the Spanish Gov*. 

This opinion stated, (as has been said,) in the first instance, confidentially 
to Spain, was nearly a twelvemonth afterwards, that is to say in the month of 
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October 1823—mentioned by the Undersigned in a conference with the 
French Ambassador in London/ the substance of which conference was 
communicated to Spain, and to the other powers. It was repeated and en¬ 
forced, in the Despatch from the Undersigned to Sir W“. k Court in January 
1824.2 

Nothing therefore can be less exact than the supposition that Great Britain 
has uniformly put forward the basis of Independence, as the sine qua non con¬ 
dition of her Counsel and assistance to Spain in negociation with her Colonies. 

To come now to the second charge against Great Britain—‘the alleged vio¬ 
lation of general international Law. Has it ever been admitted as an axiom, 
or ever been observed by any nation or Government, as a practical maxim, 
that no circumstances and no time, should entitle a de facto government to 
recognition?—or should entitle third powers, who may have a deep Interest 
in defining and establishing their relation with a de facto Government to 
do so? 

Such a proceeding, on the part of Third Powers undoubtedly does not de¬ 
cide the question of right against the Mother Country. 

The Netherlands had thrown off the Supremacy of Spain, long before the 
end of the i6th Century but that Supremacy was not formally renounced by 
Spain until the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648. Portugal declared in 1640, 
her independence of the Spanish Monarchy, but it was not till 1668, that 
Spain, by Treaty, acknowledged that Independence. 

During each of these intervals, the abstract rights of Spain may be said to 
have remained unextinguished. But third Powers, did not, in either of these 
instances, wait the slow conviction of Spain, before they thought themselves 
warranted to establish direct relations, and even to contract intimate Alli¬ 
ances, with the Republick of the United Netherlands, as well as with the new 
monarchy of the House of Braganza. The separation of the Spanish Col¬ 
onies from Spain has been neither our work nor our wish— Events in which 
the British Government had no participation, decided that separation—a 
separation which we are still of opinion might have been averted, if our Coun¬ 
sels had been listened to in time. But out of that separation grew a state of 
things, to which it was the duty of the British Government (in proportion as 
it became the plain and legitimate interest of the Nation, whose welfare is 
committed to its charge) to conform its measures, as well as its language, not 
hastily and precipitately, but with due deliberation and circumspection. 

To continue to call that a possession of Spain, in which all Spanish occupa¬ 
tion and power had been actually extinguished and effaced, could render no 
practical service to the Mother Country, but it would have risked the peace 
of the World. For all political Communities are responsible to other politi¬ 
cal Communities for their conduct, that is, they are bound to perform the 

1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 799, under date of October 9, 1823. 

* See ibid, doc. 811, under date of January 30, 1824, 
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: ordinary international duties, and to afford redress for any violation of the 

j rights of others, by their citizens or subjects. 

[ . Now either the Mother Country must have continued responsible for acts 

I' ■ over which it could no longer exercise the shadow of a controul; or the Inhabi- 

i i tants of those Countries, whose independent political existence was, in fact, 

i established, but to whom the acknowledgment of that Independence was 

I : denied, must have been placed in a situation, in which they were either, 

I wholly irresponsible for all their actions, or were to be visited for such of those 

I actions as might furnish ground of complaint to other nations, with the pun- 

ishment due to Pirates and Outlaws. 

U If the former of these alternatives, the total irresponsibility of unrecog- 

I) nized States, be too absurd to be maintained; and if the latter—the treatment 

f I of their inhabitants as Pirates and Outlaws—be too monstrous to be applied, 

I for an indefinite length of time, to a large portion of the Habitable Globe; no 

j other choice remained for Great Britain, or for any other country having 

il: intercourse with the Spanish American Provinces, but to recognize, in due 

( time, their political existence as States; and thus to bring them within the 

[ pale of those rights and duties, which civilized nations are bound mutually to 

I respect and are entitled reciprocally to claim from each other. 

' The example of the late revolution in France, and of the ultimate happy 

1 restoration of His Majesty Louis XVIII, is pleaded by M. Zea in illustration 

I: of the principle of unextinguishable right in a legitimate Sovereign, and of the 

1 respect to which that right is entitled from all Foreign Powers. And he calls 

I upon Great Britain in justice to her own consistency, to act with the same 

1 : reserve towards the New States of Spanish America, which she employed, so 

J: much to her honour towards Revolutionary France. 

li But can M. Zea, need to be reminded, that every Power in Europe, and, 

j specifically, Spain amongst the foremost not only acknowledged the several 

li successive Governments de facto by which the House of Bourbon was first 

S ' expelled from the Throne of France and afterwards kept for near a quarter of 

l\ a century, out of possession of it, but contracted intimate Alliances with them 

II all; and above all, with that which M. Zea, justly describes as the strongest of 
de facto Governments, the Government of Buonaparte, against whom not 

5 5 any principle of respect for the rights of legitimate Monarchy, but his own 

I/; ungovernable ambition, finally brought combined Europe into the field? 

I i There is no use in endeavouring to give a specious colouring to facts which 

are now the property of history. 

? i The Undersigned is therefore compelled to add, that Great Britain herself 

T; cannot justly accept the praise which M. Zea is willing to ascribe to her in 

• this respect; nor can she claim to be altogether exempted from the general 

i ' charge of having treated with the Powers of the French Revolution. 

L' It is true, indeed, that up to the Year 1796, she abstained from treating 

with Revolutionary France, long after other Powers of Europe, had set her 

i ! 

h 
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the example. But the reasons alleged in Parliament, and in State Papers 
for that abstinence, was the unsettled state of the French Government: and 
it cannot be denied, that, both in 1796 and 1797 Great Britain opened a nego- 
ciation for peace with the Directory of France, a Negociation, the favorable 
conclusion of which would have implied a recognition of that form of Govern¬ 
ment: that in 1801, she made peace with the Consulate, that, if, in 1806, She 
did not conclude a Treaty of Peace with Buonaparte, Emperor of France, the 
negociation was broken off merely on a question of terms; and, that, if from 
1808 to 1814, She steadily refused to listen to any overtures from France, 
She did so declaredly and notoriously on account of Spain alone; whom Buona¬ 
parte pertinaciously refused to admit as party to the Negociation. 

Nay, further, it cannot be denied that even in 1814, the year in which the 
Bourbon Dynasty was eventually restored. Peace would have been made by 
Great Britain with Buonaparte, if he had not been unreasonable in his de¬ 
mands: and Spain cannot be ignorant, that even after Buonaparte was set 
aside, there was question among the Allies, of the possible expediency of 
placing some other than a Bourbon on the Throne of France. 

The appeal, therefore, to the conduct of the Powers of Europe; and even 
to that of Great Britain herself, with respect to the French Revolution, does 
but recall abundant instances of the recognition of de facto Governments by 
Great Britain, perhaps later and more reluctantly than by others, but by 
Great Britain, herself however reluctant after the example set to her by the 
other Powers of Europe, and specifically by Spain. 

There are two other points in M. Zea’s note, which appear to call for par¬ 
ticular observation. M. Zea declares that the King of Spain will never rec¬ 
ognize the New States of Spanish America, and that H. My. will never cease 
to employ the force of arms against His rebellious subjects in that part of the 
World. 

We have neither the pretension, nor the desire to controul H. C. My’*, 
conduct. But this declaration of M. Zea comprises a complete justification 
of our conduct, in having taken the opportunity which to us seemed ripe, for 
placing our relations with the New States of America on a definite footing. 
For this declaration plainly shows, that the complaint against us is not 
merely as to the mode, or the time, of our advances towards those States: 
It shows that the dispute between us and Spain, is not merely as to the ques¬ 
tion of facti whether the internal condition of any of those States be such as 
to justify the entering into definite relations with them; that it was not 
merely a reasonable delay, for the purpose of verifying contradictory reports, 
and of affording opportunity for friendly Negociations, that was required of 
us. It shows that no extent of forbearance on our part would have satisfied 
Spain; and that defer our advances towards the New States as long as we 
might, we should still have had to make them without the consent of Spain;— 
for that Spain is determined against all compromise, under any circum- 
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stances, and at any time, and is resolved upon interminable War with her 
late Colonies in America. 

M. Zea concludes, with declaring that H. C. My. will protest in the most 
solemn manner against the measures announced by the British Gov*., as 
violating existing Treaties; and the imprescriptible rights of the Throne of 
Spain. 

Against what will Spain protest? It has been proved that no Treaties are 
violated by us; and we admit that no question of right is decided by our recog¬ 
nition of the New States of America. 

But, if the argument on which this declaration is founded, be true, it is 
eternal; and the offence of which we are guilty, in placing our intercourse 
with those Countries under the protection of Treaties, is one, of which no 
time and circumstances could, in the view of Spain, have mitigated the 
character. 

Having thus entered with great pain and unwillingness, into the several 
topicks of M. Zea’s note, the Undersigned is directed in conclusion, to ex¬ 
press the anxious hope of his Government, that a discussion, now wholly 
without object, may be allowed here to close. 

The Undersigned is directed to declare to the Spanish Minister, that no 
feeling of ill will, or even of indifference to the interests of H. C. My. has 
prompted the steps which H. My’®. Government has taken, that H. M. still 
cherishes an anxious wish for the welfare of Spain: and that H. My. still re¬ 
tains the disposition, and commands the Undersigned again to renew to H. C. 
My’®. Government the offer to employ H. My’®, good offices, for the bring¬ 
ing about of any amicable arrangement, which may yet be practicable, be¬ 
tween H. C. My. and the Countries of America which have separated them¬ 
selves from Spain. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, March 26, 1825, 

The great powers of Europe appear to be reconciling themselves reluc¬ 
tantly, but still reconciling themselves, to the recognition of the new Ameri¬ 
can states by Britain, and the prospect is becoming less and less of any 
immediate interruption of peace from this event. What I hear is, that 
Russia having entered her protest against it, rather intimates her desire to 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIL 
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say, for the present at least, nothing more about it; and that France having 
also protested against it, is little inclined to do more, but on the contrary 
will perhaps not be slow to take up a policy more in unison with her tru( 
interests. As to Austria and Prussia they are said to have declared, tha1 
they will never recognize these insurgent colonies, until the parent state does 
any other course being contrary to legitimacy; but that they intend an> 
breach with those states who have recognized them, or who may, is not 1 
believe imagined. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard Rush^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to Henry Clay^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, April 4, 1825, 

Sir: Mr. Secretary Canning invited me to an interview at the foreign 
office the day before yesterday, his object being as I found to apprize me ol 
the manner in which the recognition of the new American states by Great 
Britain has been viewed by the powers of Europe, as well as what has passed 
between Great Britain and Spain in consequence of it. 

He stated that in the month of February, Count Lieven, the Russian 
ambassador, having been charged with the sentiments of his court upon the 
measure, waited upon him in order to make them officially known to the 
British government. The Count was proceeding to execute this duty, by 
reading the despatch in which these sentiments of his court were contained, 
when Mr. Canning inquired whether it was intended that he should be 
furnished with a copy of the despatch. The Count replied, that he was nol 
instructed or authorised to give a copy of it, but simply to make known its 
contents. Mr. Canning, on this avowal, declined hearing it read, remarking 
that as its contents might call for discussions between their two governments, 
that of Great Britain would manifestly be at a disadvantage by such a 
course; that he, Mr. Canning, would necessarily find himself under embar¬ 
rassment, personally, at being called upon to make report to the king, and 
to his colleagues in the cabinet, on the exact nature of so important and 
grave a state paper from memory alone, whilst the record of it was in the 
hands of Russia, and that since the count was not at liberty to give a copy 
of it, the only mode left by which the parties would stand on ground more 
equal, would be for the count to detail to him its contents verbally. This 
was therefore the mode which he, Mr. Canning, would prefer. The count 
accordingly adopted it. When the conference was over, Mr. Canning put 
1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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Upon paper the substance of the count’s verbal communication, and sent it 
to the count for his corrections, by whom it was returned corrected accord¬ 
ingly. 

This was the statement with which Mr. Canning introduced the delivery 
to me of the paper thus drawn up and verified upon the occasion. A copy 
of this paper, under date of the second of March, is enclosed,^ Precisely 
the same narrative is applicable to interviews which he afterwards had with 
the ambassador of Austria, and the minister plenipotentiary of Prussia, 
both of whom were in like manner charged by their respective courts to make 
known their sentiments on the act of recognition by England, but without 
giving copies of their despatches. The papers under date of March the 
third and March the fourth,^ which are also enclosed, were verified in 
like-manner with the Russian paper, so that these three papers will serve to 
make known the sentiments of these three courts under the measure, in the 
only form in which as it would seem they have become officially known to 
Great Britain. To none of these papers does Great Britain judge an answer 
necessary. 

As to France Mr. Canning said, that he should find it difficult to describe 
what her precise course had been. She had protested against the measure, 
but in verbal communications only, having abstained hitherto from all ex¬ 
pression of her opinions in any written form, and he added that he had now 
little expectation that she would express them to Great Britain in writing. 
In the end he did not hesitate to say unequivocally, that he considered all 
danger to the peace of Europe as wholly gone by; he meant all immediate 
danger arising out of the measure in question, and he intimated that France 
was perhaps less disposed than any of the powers to make it a cause of breach. 

As regards Spain, Mr. Canning put into my hands for perusal her remon¬ 
strance, which indeed is sufficiently explicit. It was drawn up in January 
and addressed to the representative of England at Madrid. It complains of 
the measure as unjust and indefensible under all views; as contrary to the 
treaty stipulations of 1809, and 1814 between Great Britain and Spain; as not 
warranted by the actual condition of those rebellious colonies, in some of 
which Spanish power was still ascendent, and in all of which there was to be 
witnessed nothing but anarchy; as ill-chosen in regard to time, when the vir¬ 
tuous and loyal Spanish Americans in those colonies were giving such , new 
proofs of their fidelity to the cause of the parent state, and when the parent 
state was harrassed at home by the effects of a criminal revolution, but just 
suppressed; as unnecessary with a view to secure to British subjects the trade 
of the colonies, since Spain was ready to grant in this respect, if she had not 
already granted, every reasonable and just boon to Britain; as contrary to the 
great principles of social and political order, on which the happiness and exist¬ 
ence of nations depended, principles which had hitherto found in Britain a 
1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 823. * Ibid,, docs. 824 and 825. 
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zealous and efficient advocate, especially during the whole progress of the 
French revolution, and at the epochs more recent of 1815 at Vienna, and 181^ 
at Aix la Chapelle; as out of character in short with the whole policy by whict 
Britain had ever heretofore aided in sustaining the great European system 
and as specially repugnant to her duties and alliance to Spain. I advert onl> 
to the most striking heads of the remonstrance, and ought not to omit to add; 
that it declares that Spain never will at any time acknowledge these insur¬ 
gent colonies to be independent. I abstain from any more particular ac¬ 
count of it, or from any account of the answer which this government has 
given to it, as I am to be furnished with copies of each. These Mr. Canning 
promised me, though they were not made out for my use on Saturday. ] 
will forward them as soon as received.^ The British answer is dated th< 
25th of March, and is occupied in combatting point by point the doctrines 
and assertions of the remonstrance. Its concluding passage contains an of¬ 
fer on the part of England to lend her good offices at the present period to¬ 
wards a pacification between Spain and the new states, foregoing passages oi 
it having brought into view the offers of England to the same effect, at earliei 
stages of the contest. 

Mr. Canning said nothing further to me on any part of the subject, whicl 
the papers that I sent, or those which I am still to forward, will not explain 
No allusion of any kind is made to the United States in any part of the Brit 
ish answer; nor did Mr. Canning advert in conversation to our act of recog 
nition, or to any of the past conferences or correspondence between himsel: 
and me, or to any of the opinions of my government, upon this subject. 
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Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secre 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, April 12,1825, 

Sir: A person high in diplomatic station here has informed me that, som 
months ago, probably six or nine, England made an offer to Spain to guarant 
to her the possession of Cuba, and to send British troops there for that pui 
pose, should it become necessary; but that the offer was declined by Spain 
Considering that such a measure would be, in effect, transferring Cuba t< 
England, sooner or later, I asked my informant by what inducements Eng 

^ See above, pt, viil, docs. 821 and 826, Zea Bermudez to British Charg6, January 21,182; 
and Canning to Los Rios, March 25, 1825. 

^ MS, Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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land had hoped to draw Spain into a consent to it. He replied that he did 
not know, and either was, or feigned to be, but vaguely informed upon the 
point. He repeated however, with great confidence, the broad fact of such 
an offer having been made by England. It is the first time that I have heard 
of it. Lord Liverpool’s declarations to me sometime ago upon this subject 
will not be forgotten. These, although they served to quiet my apprehen¬ 
sions for the moment did not allay them permanently, and since they were 
made to me I have not been unmindful of the importance of giving proper 
attention to the subject, and communicating to you whatever authentic in¬ 
formation might at any time reach me in relation to it; but none has reached 
me that I have considered of this character until that which I now impart. 
I will not fail to endeavour to obtain, in a manner more full and precise, a 
knowledge of this alleged offer of England to guaranty to Spain the posses¬ 
sion of this Island. The declarations of Lord Liverpool above mentioned 
were communicated by me on the loth of March 1823. 

It is a rumour of the day, that the ambassadors of the great continental 
powers, England being excluded, are shortly to meet at Milan, for political 
conferences, whither also the emperor of Austria is to repair. That the rec¬ 
ognition of the new American states by England, whilst it has not and will 
not produce war between her and the continent as an immediate and avowed 
cause, has nevertheless planted the seeds of deep animosity between them, is 
obvious. Hence the above rumour is very likely to be true. 


830 

Richard Rush, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

London, May 2,1823^ 

Sir: I now beg leave to enclose copies of the correspondence that passed 
between this government and that of Spain on the recognition of the new 
American states by the former, consisting of the notes described in my des¬ 
patch of the 4th of April,^ which Mr. Canning, according to his promise, 
has sent to me. 

I have the honor [etc.] 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

2 See above, pt. vni, doc, 828. 
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John Adams Smith, Charge d'Affaires of the United States at London ac 
interimy to Henry Clay, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, July lo, 1825, 

Sir: In regard to the application made by Mr. Baring in his place in the 
House of Commons on the night of the ist of July to which I have heretofore 
alluded, Mr. Canning came down to the House on Tuesday the 5th inst. ir 
order to state in answer to the question put on a preceding evening by Mr 
Baring, why the individual of great respectability accredited to this countr} 
by the State of Buenos Ayres, had not been presented at the last Leveei 
For the reason why, the individual in question had not been presented, th( 
fact was this, that he had no regular credentials. The State of Buenos Ayres 
had sent this gentleman a paper appointing him Minister Plenipotentiary tc 
this country, but making him Minister Plenipotentiary also to France; anc 
as far as his Mr. Canning’s advice went, the same full observance of all forms 
and arrangements should be required from them as from the oldest, best se¬ 
cured, or most despotic governments existing. In all the relations of Eng¬ 
land with these new States, this fact could not fail to be recollected, there hac 
been a great deal more of Commercial and speculative than of political actua 
transaction. 


832 

Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 


Cheltenham, August q, 1825. 

Sir: Upon my landing at Liverpool I wrote you a private letter informing 
you of our arrival, and adding that owing to the roughness of the Passage 
and my uninterrupted sea sickness I should be obliged in hopes of recovering 
my strength to delay for a few days my Journey to London. . . . ] 

^MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIL John Adams Smith of Massachusetts 
Commissioned secretary of legation in Great Britain, September 8, 1815; acted as chargi 
d affaires ad interim from May 14 to December 22,1817, and from May 13 to November ii 
1825; appointed secretary of legation at Madrid; commissioned secretary of legation ii 
Spain, April 8,1825; appointed secretary of legation at Paris; commissioned secretary of lega 
tion at France, June 12,1828; acted as charge d'affaires ad interim from June 28 to October i 
1829; appointed secretary of legation at St. Petersburg. 

f MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIL These notes exchanged between Can 
ning and King were embodied in the text of the latter's dispatch to Clay instead of being en 
closed in it. 
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concluded to send my son to London with the Despatches confided to me for 
Count Lieven and our Minister at Paris. . . . Accordingly upon the 

29th of July I received Mr. Canning’s letter of the former day, and by return 
of the Post sent him my answer to wit: 

MR. CANNING TO MR. KING 

Foreign Office, July 28th 1825, 

Dear Sir : The pleasure of renewing the very old acquaintance, which 
authorizes me (I hope) so to address you, induces me to take Chelten¬ 
ham in my way to the North of England. I hope to arrive there on 
Monday and to pay my respects to you that evening, or early the fol¬ 
lowing day, as niay best suit your convenience. 

In the mean time I take the liberty of sending for your Perusal, the 
enclosed extracts of letters lately received by me from Mr. Addington. 

The sentiments of your Government as therein reported are oms. 
I shall be exceedingly glad of an opportunity of talking them over with 
you, and I wish that we may be able to agree to some mode of giving 
to them a salutary effect. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. I shall not leave town till after the arrival of the Post on 
Saturday— But I beg you will not take the trouble to answer this 
letter for formas sake unless there be any thing that you may be desirous 
of bringing under my consideration before we meet. G. C. 

EXTRACT OF A DESPATCH FROM MR. ADDINGTON TO MR. SECRETARY 
CANNING, DATED WASHINGTON, MAY 2 D, 1 82 5 

The fate of Cuba and Porto Rico was a subject of deep interest. It 
could hardly accord with the views of Great Britain any more than with 
those of the United States, that those Colonies should fall into the 
hands of Colombia or of Mexico; and yet if Spain long delayed the 
Recognition of those States, an attempt would assuredly be made by 
one of them on those Islands. Viewed on all sides this latter was a 
subject of great difficulty and delicacy. 

EXTRACT OF A DESPATCH FROM MR. ADDINGTON, DATED WASHINGTON, 

MAY 21 ST, 1825 

. . . This subject had of course been canvassed both by People 

and Government at various times in the United States, as in England, 
and both Parties, Mr. Clay believed, had come to the same conclusion, 
namely, that it would be better in every respect that Spain should 
retain Cuba. 

Should this turn out in the course of events to be impracticable, and 
impracticable it would be, if the King of Spain persevered in his insane 
determination still to withhold his Recognition of the Independence of 
Colombia and Mexico, in that case two other alternatives presented 
themselves, both of which would be open to great difficulties and em¬ 
barrassments: The first was the establishment of an Independent 
Government in Cuba under the joint guarantee of the United States and 
Great Britain, and perhaps some of the Spanish American Republicks; 
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and the second the transfer, by sufferance of that colony to Colombia 
or Mexico, whichever should attack it. He would tell me fairly and 
without hesitation, that however much he should deprecate such an 
issue, he would prefer that to the Island falling into the hands of any 
of the great maritime powers, and especially Great Britain, as of course 
Great Britain would to its coming under the Dominion of the United 
States. His views with respect to the Policy to be observed towards 
Cuba were therefore in brief Recapitulation these: First—The Status 
quo. Secondly—Independence under the guarantee of two or several 
large Powers. Thirdly^—annexation to the Colony of Colombia or 
Mexico. These views he announced to me without reserve as one 
Private gentleman to another. 

MR. KING TO MR. CANNING 

Cheltenham, July 2gth, 1825. 

No. 2, Bath Villa. 

Dear Sir: I have just received your letter of yesterday and cannot 
lose a moment in the expression of my sense of the kind recollections in 
which it has originated. 

The occasion, as I hope will justify the avowal of the satisfaction 
with which I shall meet you in the office for Foreign Affairs, especially 
as it permits me to rely upon the frankness and directness with which 
the business of our intercourse will be sure to be conducted. 

By the extracts from Mr. Addington’s letters which you have sent 
for my perusal, and for which be pleased to accept my thanks, you 
have anticipated the subject which had seemed to me most important 
at the present moment—while there are other topics upon which we 
may desire an early occasion to discuss, there is none which I would 
press upon your attention at the present moment. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

August the 2d. Mr. Canning arrived last Evening and sent me a message 
that he would call on me at 10 o’clock of the Evening of his arrival or at 
9 o’clock the next morning, having named the morning, he came to my House 
at 9 o'clock this morning. After the ordinary salutations I expressed my 
thanks for his making me this visit, and repeated my acknowledgments that 
he had sent for my perusal the extracts of Mr. Addington’s letters to him, 
and my satisfaction that the United States and Great Britain thought alike 
on the subject of Cuba and the New States, that I could not do better than 
to put into his hands an extract from my Instructions explanatory of our 
views on these subjects, in doing which I complied with the desire of my 
Government to communicate fully and freely with the Government of Great 
Britain, in return for the like communication on their Part. The extract 
omitted the Instruction to Mr. Middleton and alluded in general terms to 
the employment of the influence of the United States to engage Russia, 
France and Great Britain to influence Spain to make Peace with the New 
States by acknowledging their Independence. Mr. Canning soon replied 
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that such a hope was desperate, that Russia was unchangeable on this point. 
We have understood that by the early education of Alexander, he was led to 
the adoption of a faith altogether different from that of which he is at present 
the Champion; at the negotiation of Peace with France, he was for the ex¬ 
clusion of the Bourbons, now he avows the doctrine that crowns and succes¬ 
sion can lawfully be regulated by Kings and Emperors only, so that he is the 
last person from whom a change may be expected. I asked whether Austria, 
Prussia or P'rance would be likely to admit of change in this Theory; he 
answered that France had one foot in the water and one foot on the land, 
as respects the water foot she seemed inclined to agree or rather not to 
disagree with England, that Austria would feel the power of Russia, tho^ 
perhaps she may fall short in the strength of her faith. Prussia is slow in her 
movements and not as zealous in the cause, with which she is ranked as may 
have been supposed. 

France has lately sent Commissioners to Saint Domingo offering to ac¬ 
knowledge their Independence for a large sum of money and a provision to 
introduce French manufactures at a Tariff reduced below that of other 
countries. She has lately committed a blunder by sending a convoy from 
Martinique to Cuba with Spanish ships and troops which had arrived at 
Martinique from the Philippines. Great Britain remonstrated against her 
sending this aid as departing from the duty of Neutrality and as in fact 
taking part in the war between Spain and the New States. The French 
Government in reply stated that the Governor of Martinique has mistaken 
his orders, which authorised him to send French Troops to the succour of 
Cuba, should their condition require it. England replied that France would 
take part with Spain or not as she might choose, but it must be done openly. 
That the sending French Troops to Cuba for their succour, would be taking 
part in the war; and it must, and would be so understood. This Truth 
blundered out, on the fact of insubordination of the Spanish Troops from 
the Peninsula manifesting itself in Cuba—at which crisis now past, the 
French may have issued these orders. Mr. Canning observed that while 
England despaired of the favorable interposition of Russia and of the temper 
of Spain to make peace with the new states by acknowledging their Inde¬ 
pendence, they felt themselves so greatly reinforced and sustained by the 
views of the United States, and the agreement which existed between the 
United States and England in these views, that latterly they had directed all 
their efforts to prevail on Spain to conclude an armistice with the new states, 
which would in the end lead to Peace, that it had occurred to England, by a 
Note drawn up and approved by England, the United States and France in 
such form as should be approved that Spain may consent to such armistice, 
especially if coupled with the same, it be provided that Cuba and Porto Rico 
shall remain under the Dominion of Spain. That it was not till the Treaty 
of Munster that Spain consented to the Independence of the Netherlands, 
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an armistice or truce for nearly seventy years having preceded the acknow 
edgment of Spain. Her Dilatory character, and the delays with which an 
alteration of her government could be effected, stand in the way of th 
Recognition of the Independence of the Colonies. 

It should moreover be recollected, that under the influence of this chai 
acter Spain herself towards the close of the American war, when pressed b 
France to join her in acknowledging the Independence of the United Statei 
dissented, but proposed to join in a recommendation to England to conclud 
an armistice with the United States. The example of Spain on that occc 
sion, will justify England in following her example in this. I asked M; 
Canning what probability existed that France could be prevailed upon t 
unite with England and the United States in the adoption of such Not( 
Mr. Canning made use of expressions of his belief, spoke of the manifestatio 
of her desire to bring to a satisfactory close the question of Saint Doming< 
her manifestation of the desire to build up her navigation and commerc( 
the wish she shewed to recruit her Colonies and to pacify the West Indiei 
To these Remarks he joined with emphasis the influence which he said wa 
so fully due to the union of England and the United States in their view 
respecting Cuba, Porto Rico and the New States upon the continent. 

Mr. Canning enquired whether I should soon write to my Governmen 
I replied that I should do so immediately after our present conference wa 
finished, and as the American and English Governments tho’ agreed in th 
Policy to be pursued in relation to Cuba and the New States, did not agre 
on the measure now to be adopted to promote this Policy. I was desirov 
in order to avoid mistake, that he should put in writing, the reasons whic 
he had assigned to me in opposition to the measure proposed by the Unite 
States, and in favor of that which was proposed by England. Mr. Cannin 
replied that as he should pass two or three days in this neighborhood, h 
would write to me accordingly. This happened a week ago and I hav 
heard nothing farther from Mr. Canning. I am nevertheless anxious t 
communicate to you the substance of this conference, that will be open t 
the correction of Mr. Canning’s communication, which shall be forwarde 
to you as soon as it may be received by me. 

Mr. Brown having left Paris for some time for the Waters of Savoy ani 
my progress having yet afforded me no opportunity to confer with Cour 
Lieven and others, you will perceive that I am obliged in preparing th: 
Despatch to rely upon the authority of England—but it becomes the moi 
important that you receive this letter, in order that I may obtain the earliej 
instructions of the President concerning the measure recommended by thi 
Government. Should it be resumed, as I conclude it will in some form i 
which I may be called upon to take a part, which I shall be cautious in doin 
without the orders of my Government. 

With great Respect [etc.]. 
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Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Cheltenham, August ii, 1825. 

Sir: Yesterday I received Mr. Canning’s promised communication. On 
comparing it with my Report ^ of the conference between us, you will 
perceive the effort of Mr. Canning to sustain the measure pursuing by the 
English Government in preference to the proposed measure of the United 
States. The information received from Lord Granville at Paris is to be 
regarded as a continuation of the endeavour of the English Government in 
support of the measure which they have adopted, and now recommend to the 
United States. Mr. Brown ^ being absent from Paris I have no means of 
countervailing Lord Granville’s information upon this important subject. 

MR. CANNING TO MR. KING 

Confidential. Wortley Hall, August 7th, 1825. 

My dear Sir: I have deferred the execution of my promise a day or 
two longer than I intended, because I found reason to believe that be¬ 
fore the end of the week I should hear something more certain from 
Paris as to the way in which the French Government were likely to 
receive Mr. Brown’s proposition. I did hear yesterday from Lord 
Granville on this subject: and there is I apprehend no doubt but that 
the French Government have returned a negative answer to Mr. 
Brown, alleging as the ground of their refusal, that Mr. Brown’s Propo¬ 
sition implies a recognition of the Independence of the Continental 
States of Spanish America. 

In short, my dear Sir, it is as I took the liberty of telling you at 
Cheltenham:—If your government founds its sole hope of preserving 
Cuba to Spain, on that of being able to persuade the great Powers of 
the European Continent to concur in persuading Spain to adopt new 
councils in respect to her late Provinces on the continent of America; 
you may depend upon it—that foundation is absolutely unsound. 
France is indeed that one of the great Powers which has the most obvious 
interest in procuring such an adjustment between Spain and her Ameri¬ 
cas, and which, if France could venture to act from the sense of her own 
interest alone, would have the best disposition to do so. And she does 
not act for or from herself. The awe in which she stands of the Con¬ 
tinental Alliance prevents her. Of that Alliance the moving^ soul is 
Russia. And the United States are grievously mistaken if they imagine 
that the Emperor of Russia is upon this—as perhaps they may have 
found him upon other matters—open to the blandishments of flattery, 
so far as to be led to use the influence he possesses, and is proud to be 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

2 See above, pt. viu, doc. 832, King to Clay, August 9, 1825. 

® James Brown, United States Minister to France. 
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thought to possess in Europe, in a direction quite different from tha1 
which his principles, his prejudices, and perhaps his interests prescribe 
I say perhaps his interests, because I must fairly own that; having ona 
missed the golden opportunity of taking the lead—-or going hand ir 
hand with us and the United States in our line of Policy, I see no ver> 
great temptation to induce the Emperor of Russia now to change the 
course which he has advisedly chosen; and to expose himself to the jusi 
reproaches of Spain, for having urged her on in her blind folly, until she 
was ruined past reparation, and then when her ruin has been accom¬ 
plished, turning round and urging her to tread back her steps,—too late, 
Every human motive, I confess seems to me to conspire to keep the 
Emperor of Russia in the path which he has chosen: and though I dare 
say that the usual appeals to his magnanimity, generosity, power, pre¬ 
dominance &c. &c. &:c. which have soothed and won him on former 
occasions, will soothe him still—they will (in my opinion) not win him 
to any other system of action in respect to Spain, and her late colonies, 
Such—I say is my opinion and speculation. But in aid of speculative 
opinions, I have the fact—stated by the French Ministers (whether tc 
Mr. Brown I know not but stated without much reserve) at the time ol 
giving their answer to Mr. Brown, that Russia is inflexible in her Policy 
respecting Spain and her Colonies; and that she continues to preach tc 
Spain, not only no recognition of their Independence but active wai 
for their subjugation. We must look at things therefore as they are, 
and not as we would wish them to be; and we must consider what we 
can do, to preserve Cuba to Spain; short of bringing about, through the 
intervention of her Continental Allies peace between Spain and hei 
emancipated colonies—^which is hopeless. 

Of the value of this object—the preservation of Cuba to Spain—we 
I know (that is the government of England and that of the United 
States) think alike. And we are too honest, and respect each other anc 
ourselves too much, not to avow that we think alike, for the like reasons 
You cannot allow that we should have Cuba. We cannot allow thal 
you should have it. And we can neither of us allow that it should fal 
into the hands of France. 

Our mutual and reciprocal respect for each other is a security for oui 
mutual abstinence. But France is swayed so much by the humour O' 
the day, and proceeds in a course of policy so devious and vacillating 
that she is really capable of blundering into a maritime war, withoui 
having seen its danger much less calculated its consequences. I wil 
give you two instances of this most inconvenient propensity. 

A detachment of Spanish Troops, on its way (I think) from th( 
Philippine Islands, to reinforce the garrison of the Havannah, touchec 
at Martinique. The Governor of Martinique (who is I believe Captair 
General of the French Forces on the West Indies) not only received anc 
refreshed these Troops—which was an act of blameless hospitality; bu' 
when the detachment made sail again, sent a French ship of War tc 
convoy it to its destination: which, if the convoy was to do the duty of 2 
convoy—that is to defend the detachment under its protection agains 
the only enemy that could assail it—^was neither more nor less than ai 
act of War against that enemy. Viz. against the New States of SpanisI 
America— 

Suppose a Colombian Frigate to have fallen in with this convoy— 
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you see plainly what must have followed. And I am perfectly satisfied 
that the French Captain General did not see that he was thus putting 
the peace of the maritime and colonial world to hazard. 

We represented this matter to the French Government not in a tone 
of complaint—for it was no business of ours if they chose to make a 
defensive league with Spain, and to abide the consequences;—but with a 
voice of friendly warning—pointing out to them, those consequences of 
an unadvised procedure, which we really believed them not to have 
had in contemplation. They certainly had neither those consequences 
nor the procedure itself in their contemplation: for they were ignorant 
of the fact; they doubted—they even denied it,—grounding their denial 
upon this—that their Captain General had no instructions to give 
convoy to Spanish Troops or Vessels. 

Shortly after however, they admitted the fact to be as stated by us. 
Count Dongelot the Captain General had written home reporting what 
he had done; and they had written out to him to take care not to do so 
any more. So far so good. But was Count Dongelot alone to blame? 
Not so—for when the French Ministers denied having given him any in¬ 
structions to convoy Spanish armaments, they added—that they were 
the more surprised that he should have taken upon himself to act as he 
did in this affair, because he had clear instructions for the only case in 
which there was any probability of his being called upon to interfere in 
Spanish Colonial concerns: and what do you think, those instructions 
were? Nothing less than to send French Troops to the Havannah if 
the Governor of that place should ask his assistance to put down in¬ 
ternal disturbance! Well, surely might Count Dongelot conceive that 
the order, in a given case to occupy the Island of Cuba, with a French 
force, implied if it did not actually involve, an injunction to assist the 
Spaniards to occupy it themselves! 

We have taken the liberty to expound to the French Ministers the 
dangerous tendency of those avowed Instructions to Count Dongelot; 
and we have obtained an assurance that they too shall be withdrawn. 

But the fact of having given them indicates such an insensibility to 
the real state of things in the Colonial World—and such a looseness and 
precipitancy—such a promptitude to act upon impulse, without weigh¬ 
ing probabilities and combining results—that I protest I never feel 
quite assured that I may not, on rising up in the morning, find that a 
French force has landed at the Havannah, in consequence of some 
orders hastily given, for contingencies ill defined, or of some discretion 
indiscreetly reposed in the judgment of a local commander. 

Now against this danger^—-and it is by far the most imminent—it is 
in our power (in that of your government and mine) to guard; if we are 
contented, in the first Instance, to confine our endeavours to that object. 

France, professes, as we do, to wish above all things, that Cuba 
should continue to belong to Spain. She disclaims, as we do, any desire 
to get possession of it. Spain is disquieted by the apprehension that we 
(that is that either Great Britain or the United States) may take advan¬ 
tage of her weakness to wrest Cuba from her. She has not the same 
fears of France; or has them in so much less a degree that it is by no 
means impossible that, in some moment of panic with respect to us, and 
you, she should herself call in France to aid her in the safe keeping of 
Cuba. 
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Here therefore I say is the most instant danger. Lpt us guard against 

that. . . 

France, if appealed to, can hardly refuse to disavow in an authentic 
form, designs imputed to her and to us—if we (meaning always you and 
we) concur in the same disavowal. 

What I would propose therefore is the signature by the three powers, 
either of three Ministerial Notes—one between Great Britain and the 
United States, one between the United States and France and one 
between France and Great Britain—or one Tripartite Note signed by 
all—disclaiming each for ourselves, any intention to occupy Cuba and 
protesting each against such occupation by either of the others. 

Such an Instrument would settle the question as between the great 
maritime Powers of the old World and the New. 

The only danger which would then remain to Cuba, would be from 
the War with the New Independent States of Spanish America. When 
that was the single danger, I should not despair of working upon Spain— 
not through the Alliance—not through France. But after the proof 
that we should have given of our disinterestedness and good will in rela¬ 
tion to Cuba—by our own unassisted efforts otir" comprehending in 
this instance as heretofore the Union of your counsels with ours, and the 
union of those of France too, if France shall by that time have taken 
courage to act with us, without leave of her Continental Allies) I should 
not despair, I say, of working upon Spain so far as to induce her to put an 
end to that single remaining danger, by consenting, I will not venture 
to affirm to a peace (involving immediate recognition,) but to a suspen¬ 
sion of hostilities, and of this I am firmly persuaded, that to obtain any 
chance of success, we must separate two questions not necessarily 
connected with each other, Viz., the danger to Cuba from the suspected 
ambition of the old powers, from that which impends over it (but of 
which Spain thinks comparatively little) from the New, So long as 
peace with the New Powers is made a condition of the assurance of 
safety from the old—our exhortations will be heard with suspicion, and 
repelled with resentment: whereas, once soothed and softened by a 
solemn and unequivocal assurance as to the purity of our designs and as 
to the benevolence of our wishes (yours and ours) the Spanish Govern¬ 
ment may be induced to listen to advice, in which it can—no longer 
pretend to trace a lurking motive of self interest; and to admit into a 
deliberation how Cuba can best be secured from invasion by Colombia 
or Mexico, Powers who have bound themselves by a common obliga¬ 
tion neither to take, nor to permit the taking of Cuba, to either of 
themselves. 

This is the course which we intend to pursue on this question: and it 
is one in which I invite you to join us. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John Adams Smithy Charge d'Affaires of the United States at London ad 
interim^ to Henry Clay, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, August 13,1823. 

Sir: Mr. Nelson ^ on his return from Spain left London on Thursday the 
nth on his way to Liverpool, by the route of Cheltenham, to embark in the 
packet ship to sail for New York on the i6th instant. 

The Mexican Treaty with this country has been received since I had the 
honor of writing to you, by Mr. Morier the Commissioner on the part of this 
Government, but the Treaty has been objected to in certain modifications by 
Mr. Canning, and will be returned for the required alterations. I take this 
occasion of saying, that in a conversation which I had the opportunity of 
holding yesterday with Mr. Rivadavia, the agent from the State of Buenos 
Ayres, who will embark in the course of next week, to return to Buenos Ayres, 
he gave it to me as his opinion that the State of Buenos Ayres would not send 
in the course of next year a Minister or diplomatic agent to this country, and 
that it was not his intention to leave one here on his departure; he supposed 
that a Minister would very soon go from Buenos Ayres to the United States. 


835 

George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Confidential. Stores, August 21, 1823. 

My dear Sir: I addressed to you, just this day fortnight, my promised let¬ 
ter on the subject of Cuba.^ 

It would have been a satisfaction to me to learn that it had reached you 
safely. I trust that it is not owing to any recurrence of your indisposition 
that I have not yet had the pleasure of hearing from you. 

In the interval which has elapsed since I wrote to you, I have ascertained, 
through his Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, that there will be no unwilling¬ 
ness on the part of the French Government, to sign a tripartite engagement, 
between our three Governments, to the effect proposed in my letter to you. 

1 have in consequence prepared for consideration the draft of such an en- 

^ MS. Despatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

2 Hugh Nelson, United States Minister to Spain. 

® MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in King to Clay, August 24, 
1825, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 836, 

* See above, pt. vm, doc. 833, embodied in the text of King to Clay, August ii, 1825. 
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gagement—one copy of which I transmit to his Majesty’s Ambassador 
Paris—another I have the honor herewith to enclose. 

I explain to Lord Granville for the satisfaction of the French Ministe 
that by reserving the right which both you and we have proclaimed and exe 
cised of landing in pursuit of Pirates, who may have taken refuge on ti 
Coasts of Cuba & C. we shall give a better proof of the frankness and si 
cerity, in which we mean to deal with Spain, than if we either omitted < 
mention of a practice, to which we have had occasion to resort, and to whi< 
(unless the evil be suppressed) we may have occasion to resort again; or intr 
duced into the engagement a stipulation that Spain should do somethii 
more effectual than she has hitherto done, for the suppression of Piracy 
which (while utterly ineffective for its object) would give to the whole instr 
ment the air of a conditional promise instead of (what we wish it to be) 
direct and unqualified assurance, on the point on which the apprehensions 
Spain are alive. You will do me a great kindness if you will let me knc 
how far this projei meets your approbation; and whether you, or Mr. Brov 
(apprized as you both are of the sentiments of your Government upon, tl 
subject) would feel yourselves authorized to sign such an Instrument, wit 
out reference home. 

I am persuaded that when signed, it would have a powerful effect in tra 
quinizing the mind of H. C. M. and would thereby render the task of tho 
who undertake to counsel Him for his good, I will not say easy—that wou 
be too sanguine a speculation—but—less hopeless than it is and must othe 
wise continue to be. 

I have the honor [etc]. 

[The enclosed draft of a tripartite engagement follows:] 

Projet of Engagement 
either Tripartite 

or Between, i. France and England 
2. England & the U. S*®. 

& 3. the U. S*®. & France 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 

Governments—^Are authorized by their Respective (Courts) to intc 
change with each other the following declaration. In order to tra 
quillize the apprehensions entertained by the Court of Spain lest ai 
power at peace with H. C. My. should take advantage of the difificulti 
in which H. C. My. is involved by the war in which He is engaged wi 
the late Spanish Colonies on the American Continent, to occupy with 
Military Force the I. of Cuba, or any other of the Insular Possessio 
of Spain in the W. I. now acknowledging the authority of the Moth 
Country, the U. S. &c. ... do each in the name of the Sovereig 

engage in the face of the World, that their respective Govts, will nc 
on any account or pretext whatever, introduce into the Island of Cut 
or into any other of the Insular Possessions of Spain in the W. I. ai 
military force; nor will they see with indifference any attempt at tl 
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introduction of any such Force by any other power that is, like them¬ 
selves at peace with Spain. 

It is understood that this declaration is not to preclude the occasional 
landing of small parties from the ships of war of friendly Nations cruiz¬ 
ing off the Coasts of the Spanish Islands, in actual pursuit of Pirates, 
who may seek shelter in those Coasts. 

But it Is distinctly provided, understood & promised, that such shall 
only take place either in aid, & in that case with the consent, of the 
local authorities of the Island; or, in cases of immediate necessity, at 
such a distance from the Seat of any local authorities, as may render 
previous communication with them, impracticable; and that the stay of 
any such party so landed shall not exceed the time absolutely required 
for the single purpose of pursuing the pirates. 

And the U. S. each for his own (Court) engage that instructions to 
the effect of these provisoes, shall be sent by their respective Gov*®, to 
the Com^^®. of their respective Naval forces in the-Seas. 


836 

Rufus Kingy United States Minister to Great Britain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, August 24,1823, 

Sir: I have received a further confidential communication from Mr. Can¬ 
ning which is annexed 2 and to which I have made the reply that follows. 

MR. KING to MR. CANNING 

London, 20 Baker Street, 
August 24th, 1825, 

My dear Sir: I received in due course your promised communication 
of the 7th [9th?] instant, and last evening had the honor to receive your 
letter of the 21st. 

Although the policy of our respective Governments relating to the 
claims of Spain in America is understood to agree, the extent of the 
means by which this policy is to be promoted seems materially to differ 
from each other; the desire on my part deliberately to revise and com¬ 
pare the two plans suggested by the Government of the United States 
and that of Great Britain before I replied to your communication of the 
7th of August, was the occasion of my delay, and will I hope also excuse 
a more particular answer at this time to your letter of the 2ist instant. 

I have been desirous of conferring with Mr. Brown the American 
Minister at Paris on this important subject, but his want of health hav¬ 
ing obliged him to leave Paris for the waters of Savoy, I have been un¬ 
able to communicate with him, or to avail myself of his information & 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

2 Qoo. aKnvA VTTT Hnr* RaC Pnnninor tn AuerUSt 21 . lS 2 <. 
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proceedings, or of those of Mr. Middleton the American Minister at St. 
Petersburgh, concerning the same. t ^ . 

In these circumstances I must decline the adoption of any dehnitive 
measure in relation to the subject, and refer the whole to my Govern¬ 
ment for their instructions— I may however enquire whether the 
limitation of the arrangements of the Projet which you have sent me re¬ 
specting Cuba and the Insular Possessions of Spain in America, leaving 
as it does the New States upon the Continent so entirely unnoticed and 
without provision, may not afford cause to apprehend an immediate at¬ 
tempt of Colombia and Mexico to invade Cuba; an event that would 
give rise to questions, which would not only throw all the West India 
Islands into disorder, but which may excite painful anxiety in some of 
the United States. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Rufus Kingy United States Minister to Great Britainy to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, September 4, 1825. 

I have become acquainted with the gentlemen who represent Chili, Colom¬ 
bia, and Mexico; with the person who represented Buenos Ayres, I was not 
acquainted, and he as well as the Minister from Mexico, whom I did not 
meet, have returned home; the former (whose letter of Credence is said to 
have been addressed to both France and England) without leaving any one 
behind, charged with the affairs of the United Provinces. None of these 
Persons have in fact been received as Ministers, for various reasons which 
have been assigned to them. The Treaty with Buenos Ayres being ratified, 
assurances are said to have been publicly given by Mr. Canning, that on the 
production of the usual Letter of Credence, the person offering the same 
would be received. Chili has not yet formed a Treaty with England. One 
has been concluded with Colombia, but waits for some further act of the 
Colombian Government, before it can be sent here for Ratification. Mr. 
Hurtado, the person named as Minister, informed me that he is in daily ex¬ 
pectation of receiving it, when he expects to be immediately received. The 
Mexican Treaty is gone back for the correction, which as it stands, would 
sanction the rule that Free Ships make Free Goods; this alteration effected, 
the Charge of Mexico expects that their Minister will be immediately re¬ 
ceived. England insists: First, upon the conclusion of a treaty, and next, 
that the new Ministers severally comply with all the formalities of the old 
states in the form of their Credentials. At least this is stated among the 
Reasons why none are yet received. 

With great Respect [etc.]. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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838 

George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Private & confidential. Stores, September 8, 1825, 

My dear Sir: Your letter of the 24th of August ^ was very satisfactory 
to me, as announcing your arrival in Town, and implying therefore, as I 
hope, the removal of the indisposition which had detained you at Chelten¬ 
ham. 

In other respects, I confess, it has rather disappointed me: as I flattered 
myself that you might find yourself at liberty to concur in so simple a 
measure, as the reciprocal disavowal by our two governments of designs 
which most assuredly neither of them entertains, without any previous 
reference to Washington. 

My wish that you could have done so, and my sense of the importance of 
such a joint declaration on our parts, are not diminished by the information 
which I have received from France, since I last wrote to you, which is, in 
effect, that, after having encouraged the overture of the British Ambassador 
in a manner which led him to beleive that France would willingly concur in 
such a declaration, Mr. Damas has suddenly changed his language, and 
formally declined to accede to our proposals. 

Although I should not have thought of proposing originally, the signature 
of such a declaration between Great Britain and the United States only 
without proposing it at the same time to France, yet, France having declined 
to become party to it, I should have felt no difficulty in signing it with Amer¬ 
ica alone. 

Of that, however, after your letter, there seems to be no question. 

How any thing can be said of the New States of Spanish America, in such 
a Note as I propose to you to exchange, I do not see. 

Spain and those New States are at open War. 

1 know of no mode of intervention between states so situated towards 
each other (consistent with that neutrality which is professed alike by 
England and N. America) except amicable mediation: which intervention, so 
far as England is concerned, has been offered over and over again, and as 
often rejected by Spain. One hope, which I founded upon the measure 
which I proposed to you, was, that it might tranquillize Spain with respect 
to the suspected designs of powers not at war with her, upon Cuba: and so 
incline her mind to receive with more complacency the offer of their mediation 
(yours as well as ours, if you think fit to make the offer of it) between her and 
the States, with which she is at war, 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in King to Clay, September 13, 
1825, which see below, pt. viil, doc. 839. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 836, embodied in the text of King to Clay, August 24, 1825. 
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Thus, incidentally the New States of America would be greatly interested 
in such a measure: but the nature of the measure itself would be changed, 
by introducing any mention of them into it, in the first instance. 

For how could that mention be introduced otherwise, than either 1st by 
saying openly We take this measure with respect to Spain in order to induce 
her to make peace with her late Colonies”:—a purpose very right to be 
entertained—but the avowal of which, prematurely, would frustrate the 
intention of those who entertain it, or 2dly by making our professions with 
respect to Cuba contingent and dependent upon the consent of Spain to make 
peace with her late Colonies: in which case the assurance would be converted 
into something very like a menace—or what would be understood as such by 
Spain. 

For he who makes an uncalled-for declaration, that he will not do a certain 
thing, provided the party to whom he offers the assurance, will do some other 
thing; is generally understood to imply that unless his proviso is complied 
with, he will do the thing, that he is ready conditionally to forego, or at least 
will think himself at liberty to do it. Now, if neither of these forms would 
be likely to work a favorable change in the disposition of Spain, in what 
other way could the new states be introduced into any joint declaration 
of ours—^unless we are prepared to say that they shall not do, that which we 
declare we will not do —get possession of Cuba? 

This to be sure, would be exactly what Spain would desire. But can this 
be what the Government of the United States intends? or would it be any 
thing other than a direct and undisguised taking of a part in the war between 
Spain and the New States, on the side of Spain? 

I state these difficulties to you, as they strike me, on considering the last 
sentence of your letter. Perhaps I have not rightly collected its purport. 

In referring home for further instructions, I take for granted that you 
have not been unmindful of the private and friendly and entirely confidential 
character of my former letter. I beg you to consider this in the same light. 

I shall be perfectly ready, on my arrival in town, to concert with you the 
mode of bringing the topicks of our correspondence, in a formal shape before 
our respective governments; either by addressing to you an official Note, 
containing the suggestion submitted by me in my first letter:—or by re¬ 
ceiving such a Note from you, forwarded on the instructions of your govern¬ 
ment. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Rufus King^ United States Minister to Great BritaiUy to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

London, September 13, 1825. 

Sir: Nothing has occurred since the date of my last, worthy of communica¬ 
tion, except the annexed [enclosed] private and confidential letter from Mr. 
Canning,2 to which I annex a copy of the answer I have sent: tho' from 
changes which have occurred since my conference with him, there seems little 
prospect of pursuing the correspondence with advantage. It is evident from 
the last communication of Mr. Canning that he feels some anxiety respecting 
the friendly and confidential nature of his letters to me; on this head I shall 
with confidence assure him of the discretion of my government, and that no 
publication will be allowed by which his confidence and friendly disposition 
will be abused, or violated: tho’ there may appear in his correspondence, 
some want of caution, I hope nothing may happen, that may impose upon 
him the employment of greater circumspection. If he is willing to confide 
in my discretion, I surely can confide in that of my government. Mr. Can¬ 
ning and colleagues, are all out of Town, but are expected on the 17th or 20th. 

With great respect [etc.]. 

MR. KING TO MR. CANNING 

20 Baker Street, September 13y 1825. 

My dear Sir: I yesterday had the honor to receive your private and 
confidential letter of the 8th Inst^ Instead of recurring to the Note 
proposed to have been signed by the Three powers respecting Cuba, it 
seems to me preferable to go a little further back upon the subject; as 
this will the better enable me, to put you in possession of my way of 
thinking upon the question. 

The United States and Great Britain as I understand them, are of 
the same opinion upon this point, namely, that it is entirely hopeless 
that Spain under any circumstances, is able to recover her dominion 
over her late Continental Colonies in America. 

B ut though agreed on this point, they are inclined to pursue different 
means, to promote the policy which they respectively wish. 

The United States earnestly desire that Great Britain, France and 
Russia should unite with them, in the endeavour to prevail on Spain to 
consent to the separation and Independence of the New States; without 
entering into the reasons, which operate so powerfully upon Spain to 
give her consent, it may be observed, that these powers being free to 
offer this advice, Spain cannot be justly offended by it; and the same 
being known to the New States will have the effect to tranquillize them, 
and to allow time for the influence of these powers, or of such of them as 
adopt the measure, in cooperation with the course of events, to have 
their natural effect. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

2 See above, pt. vni, doc. 838, Canning to King, September 8, 1825. 
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Great Britain for the moment despairs of the interposition of Russia; 
(tho* the views of the Emperor must be temporary) and proposes a 
plan which however just in respect to the United States and Great Brit¬ 
ain is wholly gratuitous on their part, and can gratify nobody but Spain: 
under this plan Cuba and the other Insular possessions of Spain in the 
West Indies will be exposed to invasion from the New States, and Spain 
herself to the harrassment of her commerce in Europe, as well as in other 
quarters. 

The plan of the United States is calculated to pacify the New States, 
by leading them to wait for the influence of the interference of their 
friends; so that should even the Plan of Great Britain be adopted by the 
three Powers, or by two of them, the Plan of the United States would 
have the same effect. 

If the success of France at Saint Domingo has changed her late views, 
it will neither change the condition of Spain, nor that of her associates, 
who from year to year are becoming more impotent, and less able to 
reconquer her colonies, or to persuade them to imitate the ignoble 
example of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo. This view of the sub¬ 
ject, joined to the want of information from my Colleagues have had 
their influence in deciding my course to refer your friendly and confi¬ 
dential correspondence to my government; in doing which I rely upon 
it, that its private and confidential and friendly character will be pro¬ 
tected from violation or abuse. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


840 

George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Confidential. Welbeck, September 15, 1825. 

My Dear Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the day 
before yesterday 

I confess, it surprizes me to find that my letters have been actually trans¬ 
mitted to your Government. They were not written with that intention; 
not that there is any thing in them (in substance) which I should have wished 
to withhold from the knowledge of Mr. Adams & Mr. Clay: but that, if I had 
intended an official communication, I should naturally have expressed the 
same opinions in language less ungarded. 

The confounding of confidential with official letters has a tendency to re¬ 
strict correspondence wholly to the latter; and thereby to deprive two Pub- 
lick Ministers who might be disposed to open themselves unreservedly to 
each other, of one most advantageous mode of ascertaining each other’s senti¬ 
ments, and of preparing the way for an understanding between their Govern¬ 
ments. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in King to Clay, September 18, 
1825, which see below, pt. Vlii, doc. 841. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 839, embodied in the text of King to Clay, September 13,1825. 
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However—what remains to be added to our present correspondence, is 
very little. 

Having been incessantly occupied, for the last three years, in endeavouring 
to persuade the Spanish government to adopt those views with respect to the 
late continental colonies of Spain, which you concur with us in thinking the 
only sound and rational views, it is quite unnecessary to say that we heartily 
wish success to any new attempt to produce on the mind of His Catholick 
Majesty that impression, which, we have attempted to produce in vain. 

If I did not entertain any very sanguine hopes of such success from your 
appeals to Russia & France—^when first you mentioned them to me,—my 
anticipations are certainly not contradicted, by the result so far as it [is] 
disclosed. 

France has, as I presume you know, decided against your plan of joint in¬ 
terference; and the proposal of it has (if I am not misinformed) been received 
in Russia as cooly—as (to say the truth) it was natural to suppose it would 
be, after what is known of the character of the counsels which Russia has 
been hitherto in the habit of giving to Spain. 

I do not presume to enquire what is the further intention of your govern¬ 
ment, when this plan shall be understood to have failed. 

It is unnecessary to say that you will find a perfect readiness on my part, 
to receive and consider favourably any proposition, which appears to us 
besides being conceived (as no doubt it will be) in the spirit of peace and good 
will to Spain, as well as to her late colonies, to afford a reasonable prospect of 
success. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

841 

Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, September i8,1825. 

Last evening I received a confidential despatch from Mr. Canning of the 
15th instant,2 copy whereof you have annexed. 

With great Respect [etc.]. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 840. 
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Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to George Cannin 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

Confidential. London, September 21, 1825, 

My dear Sir : I have had the honor to receive your Confidential letter of tl 
15th Septr.2 To much of this letter I give my ready concurrence; respec 
ing Spain and her late Continental Colonies, I have nothing to desire 1 
amend; concerning France likewise except in respect to the uncertainty of h< 
measures, I could add very little perhaps nothing to what you have so we 
said; of the great Northern Constellation my deference for the elaborate ii 
struction of my Government to my Colleague Mr. Middleton, and the ui 
certainty as I apprehend of any fixed policy in Russia, have created in m 
mind more hesitation, than perhaps I might have experienced, having m 
mind singly fixed upon the understood views of this Court. The policy c 
the Empress Catharine, which embroil’d all, taking care to keep herself c 
far as possible out of the strife, seems in more respects than one to have d( 
scended to the present times. 

You seem to think less well that I should have sent your private, friendl 
and confidential letters to Washington. 

You well know that it is the duty of a Foreign Minister to make such ri 
port, as would communicate to his Government the substance of what he 
passed between him and the government to which he is sent, without con 
promitting his correspondent: this you may be assured has been done and i 
as strong language as you yourself would have employed. And it was b( 
cause I believed, that the language which you made use of would produce 
stronger and better effect, particularly in respect to France, than any pr&o 
of the correspondence that I could have prepared; that I forwarded thej 
letters to Washington. I know the men with whom I correspond, and yo 
may rely upon our discretion. 

We have apprized Mexico and Colombia of our interference with Russ: 
and elsewhere, and thro’ our Minister Mr. Nelson and the Minister Zea Be 
mudez have informed Spain, that we renounce all desire to occupy Cuba, pr< 
ferring the status quo of the country. 

Of the ultimate views of my government beyond the endeavour to preva 
upon Spain as you are informed to accede to the Independence of the form( 
Spanish Colonies, I am without information; but have reason to concluc 
that in any measures which may be suggested respecting this matter, we sha 
act in full and unreserved confidence with England. 

In one of your letters you were good enough to say in reference to our co 
respondence that you would concert with me such draft thereof, as we migl 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in King to Clay, September 2 
1825, which see below, pt. vm, doc. 842. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 840. 
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suppose to be suitable for the information of our respective governments. 
From want of attention I omitted to reply to this paragraph, but I assure you 
that any such measure will be readily agreed to on my part. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


843 

Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extra^ct] 

London, September 26, 1825. 

Sir; Enclosed I send you my reply ^ to Mr. Canning's letter,^ which was 
transmitted in my No. 6. 


844 

Rufus Kings, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, October 12, 1823. 

Passing to other matters, I spoke of the New States, and intimated a wish 
distinctly to know if the United States and Great Britain understood each 
other upon this matter—and if not, in what their differences of opinion con¬ 
sisted. 

Mr, Canning then explicitly avowed his opinion, that the two Countries 
were of the same way of thinking; that the New States were Independent, 
and that nothing was likely to alter it: That as soon as the Treaties with 
Mexico & Colombia are completed and their Ministers with the Minister of 
Buenos Ayres present themselves with the usual credentials, they will be re¬ 
ceived. 

The occasion of the delay of Mexico, proceeding from an error before al¬ 
luded to, committed by their Minister Mr. Morier, led to the expression of 
surprise on the part of Mr. Canning as the counterpart of the Colombian 
Treaty arrived yesterday, Mr. Hurtado must be able to finish it by exchang¬ 
ing Ratifications. So that I conclude, notwithstanding the mystification of 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

* See above, pt. viii, doc. 842. 

® Ibid., 840. 

* MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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Mr. Canning's correspondence with Prince Polignac, that the Recognition 
and reception of Ministers from the New States, are decided upon; unless 
some notion of turning the affair to pecuniary profit, in imitation of St. 
Domingo shall be again revived; the reported object of Sir Charles Stewart’s 
mission to the Brazils seems to countenance this conjecture. If as is sup¬ 
posed to be the case, this matter becomes the subject of discussion at the 
Congress of Panama, it will I doubt not be correctly and definitively settled, 
tho’ from an expression of Mr. Canning, I might infer that he does not feel as 
decidedly on this point, as we do. 


845 

Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, October 2p, 1823. 

Mr. Canning said that he had come to town, to meet Mr. Hurtado, the 
Colombian Minister, and to exchange the Ratifications of the Treaty which 
had just been received from Bogota; but that Mr. Hurtado was unwell, so 
that the exchange could not immediately be concluded, that as there would 
be a Court, in the first or second week of November, he hoped that Mr. 
Hurtado would not only be well enough to complete the exchange of Ratifica¬ 
tions, but to be presented to the King at the same time when I shall be 
presented, of which he said he would send me due notice. 

Mr. Canning added his expectation of the arrival in the next Packet of a 
Minister from Buenos Ayres, in which case, as the Treaty with Buenos Ayres 
is already concluded, the person expected from Buenos Ayres, would be 
joined to Mr. Hurtado, and so would make three American Envoys at the 
same Presentation; I asked Mr. Canning when the Minister from Mexico 
might be expected, he replied that as Mr. Morier had lately returned to 
Mexico in order to correct the Treaty in respect to Free Ships, that this may 
require four or six months, Mr. Canning observed that as the Brazils had 
been invited to send a Minister to Panama, that they, England should 
recommend to them to do so, as I conjecture it may be for the purpose, of 
urging the Congress to agree in some scheme, in imitation of St. Domingo, 
to give commercial and pecuniary advantages to Portugal & Spain for their 
Independence: for it is not improbable that England would encourage 
Portugal to consent to the Independence of Brazils upon considerations of 
this nature, whereby all Spanish & Portuguese America becoming Inde¬ 
pendent, would be open to the commerce & manufactures of Great Britain. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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England is too firm in her opinion that Spain cannot reconquer the Colonies 
to be misled by this vision, and has from time to time shown an inclination 
to convert her consent into profit. If after Mexico, Colombia, Peru, Chili, 
and Buenos Ayres have in fact obtained, against the utmost efforts of Spain’ 
their Independence, that they should now consent to imitate the Patriots of 
St. Domingo, would be to suppose that the Races have changed and that 
the African is, and deserves to be preserved, to the old and admirable 
Castilian character. 

It is said that an authorized Person is expected from Peru and another 
from Guatemala, with whom Great Britain is ready to conclude Commercial 
Treaties—these of course will be followed by Ministers, and the effect upon 
France can hardly be mistaken; indeed in England it seems to be suspected 
that France feels herself urged by Russia to measures respecting Spain, which 
must be burthensome and may become injurious. 


846 

Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain^ to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

London, November 12,1825. 

Sir : It is a long time since the King has held a Court in London, I have 
been in town since the 19th of August, and yesterday was the first day when 
I could present my letter of Credence. The audience was as usual, on my 
part little was said, and that little as complimentary as facts would justify; 
the Reply of the King was unexceptionable. 

In presenting the President's Letter to the King relative to the recall of 
Mr. Stratford Canning, which I took this occasion of doing, I added such 
observations respecting the conciliatory deportment of Mr. Canning during 
his mission as my own experience warranted; this appeared to be well re¬ 
ceived, and the King in reply expressed corresponding opinions relative to the 
deportment of Mr. Rush; and in this way I understood the account to be 
balanced. It was no small satisfaction, that the Envoy of Colombia was 
presented, and delivered his letter of Credence at the same time that I 
presented mine; so that not only has Great Britain concluded Treaties with 
the New States, but in the case of Colombia has received her Minister, this 
is a great Point: and puts an end to difficulties which hitherto for some un¬ 
known cause, seem to have stood in the way of the Reception of Ministers 
from these States 

With great respect [etc.]. 
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Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secret 
of State of the United States ^ 

London, November 14, 182^ 

Sir: On the 8th instant the Russian Ambassador sent me a note desirir 
conference and proposing to call upon me for this purpose the next day; i 
had received previous marks of his consideration, I replied that I woulc 
three o'clock the following day call upon him. At that hour I found Co 
Lieven prepared to receive me, having before him copies of Mr. Middletc 
note (founded upon your instructions) to Count Nesselrode, and of his 
ply to Mr. Middleton; the last being dated in September. The Co 
asked me whether I had seen the former, and on my answer that I was 
quainted with your instructions to Mr. Middleton, Count Lieven procee< 
to the reading of the reply of Count Nesselrode. I asked Count Lieven ii 
felt himself at liberty to give me in confidence a copy. He observed tha 
the Note, of which he had read me the copy, was given to Mr. Middletoi 
order to be transmitted to his Government, the giving of a copy was doubt 
until this should have been done. Count Nesselrode’s reply to Mr. Mid( 
ton referred to the communications of Spain having been made to the Al] 
and not to them separately, and as one of the allied powers. Russia did 
feel authorised to reply to matter which had been addressed by Spain to 
Allies in concert. No mention was made of the purport of the Spanish c< 
munication, nor of the tenor of the reply. But something was said in Co 
Nesselrode’s reply concerning the doctrine of Legitimacy, and the unfitr 
of Russia’s taking upon herself to make a separate answer. I understooc 
did Count Lieven from the tenor of the reply that both Mr. Middleton’s r 
and Count Nesselrode’s reply, would be communicated by the latter to 
Allies, after which, Russia might be expected to answer further. 

All the world knows that each of the Allies including Spain conclu 
Treaties with Anti-Legitimacy before the Battle of Waterloo, and it i 
appears that they afterwards would have made a new Treaty with Be 
parte; had they not deemed his demands to be extravagant. 

When the Allies finally decided to exclude Bonaparte, they deliberai 
and we have reason to conclude, on the recommendation of Russia; u 
the introduction of some other Power than the Bourbons, to succeed to 
ancient house. This deliberation failing, the House of Bourbon had 
good fortune to be restored. How greatly does this strengthen the argum 
which constitutes your instruction to Mr. Middleton? and what confidenc 
requisite to authorise the Allies at this period to urge the doctrine, wl 
they call Legitimacy, and to deny those principles of natural laws, u 
which so many nations have acted, and which they themselves have recei 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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confirmed. It would be unbecoming that I should say more upon the im¬ 
portance of this great & decisive document of Mr. Canning's Note to the 
Chevalier Los Rios dated Foreign office March 25/ and which is found in all 
the Newspapers. 

Contemporaneously occurred the Ratifications of the Treaty between 
Great Britain & Colombia and what is of greater, and as I regard it, decisive 
importance, the actual reception and recognition, of the envoy Mr. Hurtado, 
by the King of Great Britain. 

The envoy of Buenos Ayres is understood to be on his way, and will of 
course be received and recognized, as in succession those from the other 
New States, complying with the previous and reasonable requirements of 
Great Britain will in like manner be recognized. 

Notwithstanding the consequences and effects of these measures, not a 
word respecting them appears in the papers of France, or Spain: that nothing 
should be published in Spain, will surprize no one, for nobody pretends to 
explain the constantly depreciating course of her Government: But the press 
of France must be compelled to silence, otherwise the disclosures now before 
Europe, would awaken men who are not all wholly subdued. 

With great respect [etc.]. 


848 

Rufus King, United Slates Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, December 5, 182$. 

Sir: Last evening I received a letter from Mr. Middleton dated 29 
Oct./ 10 Novr. enclosing a copy of Count Nesselrode's reply to the letter of 
Mr. Middleton. As you doubtless have this correspondence, it cannot be 
requisite that I should trouble you or myself with a copy. Of its tenor Mr. 
Middleton expresses an opinion quite as favorable as it deserves. Not¬ 
withstanding his information that copies having been sent of your letter, 
and of the Count’s reply to Vienna, Paris and Madrid, and that Mr. Middle¬ 
ton’s information enables him to state that the American correspondence is 
approved by one Individual highest in influence at Vienna; we have more¬ 
over reason to conclude that this communication has not been without ef¬ 
fect in France, and tho’ the expulsion of Zea and the restoration of Infantado 
are in the ordinary course of the downward affairs of Spain, taking the sub- 

1 See above, pt. viii, doc. 826. 

2 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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ject as we now find it, there can be no doubt that the cause of South Americ 
makes a favorable progress, and that it cannot be much longer baffled. 

How much of this influence is due to the downright and faithful policy c 
the United States, we need not say: But much has been its power here, an 
upon the continent, tho’ acknowledged not without reluctance. 


849 

Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretar^ 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, December 21, 1825. 

There is a manifest feverishness and impatience in South America: Chil 
is less stable, than at this late hour she ought to be; Buenos Ayres, Brazil 
and the Banda Oriental are more disjointed; and the upper Peru separate 
itself from the Provinces of La Plata. In Mexico Mr. Poinsett represent 
to me, that an old intrigue is newly brought forward by French influenci 
in favor of Francisco de Paula, the youngest of the Spanish Bourbons. Bu 
Mr. Poinsett may in this respect be deceived by the intriguers, tho' his in 
formation may be more accurate of an article in the Treaty with England 
establishing a preference of intercourse between the old Spanish Colonies 
a measure, to which England ought never to have consented. Of Spain ‘ 
can add nothing, except that she loses the chief support of the Holy Alliance 
and in this respect loses not a little— If the Black Sea comes into thi 
White, England must make war to oppose it—this will be the beginning o 
new troubles in Europe. 


8S0 

Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretar^ 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, December 25, 1825, 

Sir: Some days since I received from Mr. Poinsett a ciphered Despatch 
relating to an Intrigue set on foot in Mexico by France, in favor of Franciscc 
de Paula, the youngest of the Spanish Bourbons; altho' the same had beer 

^ MS, Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 
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again and again detected, France still persisted—^yet circumstances in every 
way discredited the Intrigue. On conferring with Mr. Canning respecting 
it, he observed, that it was without foundation, and without credit. I have 
at this moment, reason to believe that France is on the point of deciding to 
send commercial agents to Mexico, to form a Treaty with that Country. 
Having asked a conference of Mr. Canning, I was yesterday received at the 
Foreign Office; Having enquired whether he had received from Count Lieven 
the reply of Count Nesselrode to Mr. Middleton, and learning that he had 
not seen it, I proceeded to communicate the same, together with Mr. Middle¬ 
ton’s letter to me. 


851 

George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Foreign Office, January lo, 1826. 

The Undersigned, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, in answer to the enquiry contained in Mr. King’s Note of yesterday, 
"Whether the English Ambassador delivered to the French Government a 
Note, confirmatory of the purpose of the Note directed to be communicated 
to that Government, by the American Minister, Mr. Brown,” has the honor 
to inform Mr. King: 

1 st. That he is not aware of any Note having been presented by Mr. 
Brown to the French Government. 

Mr. Brown had received from his government the Despatch, a copy of 
which Mr. King was so good as to shew to the Undersigned; But whether 
Mr. Brown executed his Instructions by stating to Mr. Damas the contents 
of that Despatch, or by communicating it in extenso to Mr. Damas, the 
Undersigned is not precisely informed:—He believes by the latter mode. 

2dly. That of course Lord Granville cannot have presented a Note to Mr. 
Damas, "confirmatory” of Mr. Brown’s communication (in which ever way 
that communication was made); as an official Note is a much more formal 
measure than the communication of a despatch, and as it would be quite 
unusual to take a stronger measure as subsidiary to a weaker one. 

3dly. That Lord Granville certainly did let Mr. Damas know, that Mr. 
Brown had put him (Lord Granville), and that Mr. King had put the 
Undersigned, in confidence as to the nature of his (Mr. Brown’s) Instruc¬ 
tions; and that Lord Granville had received Instructions to say that they 
were perfectly in accordance with the sentiments of his Government. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in King to Clay, January 12, 1826, 
which see below, pt. viii, doc. 853. 
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The French Government have however been long in full possession of th 
opinion of the British Government respecting Cuba,—Mr. King will recol 
lect, that the Undersigned in the month of August, opened the question witl 
the French Government, at the same time that he opened it with Mr. King 
and proposed to them, as well as to Mr. King, the Signature of a Tripartit 
engagement, the terms of which, no less than the proposal itself, sufficient!; 
expressed the determination of the British Government not to take Cub 
itself,—nor to suffer the appropriation of it to themselves by either of th 
other two great Maritime Powers. 

As to the appearance of a French Squadron at the Havannah, explanation 
were asked and given on that subject, between the English and Frend 
Governments, several months ago. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew [etc.]. 


852 

Rufus Kingy United States Minister to Great Britain^ to George Canning 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain ^ 

London, January 12,1826. 

It was by order of his Government that the Undersigned envoy of th 
United States asked the last conference with the office for Foreign Affairs, i 
order to make the communication from his government, which, he then ha 
the honor to make; including the information of the American Governmen 
in regard to that of Great Britain; the decision of the United States respect 
ing the occupation of Cuba and Porto Rico by France; the Instructior 
which, Mr. Brown the Envoy of the United States at Paris had received t 
be communicated to the French Government; which, the Envoy of th 
United States in London had directions to read, and did read, to Mr. Car 
ning. 

This conference opened fully to the Government of Great Britain, th 
views and policy of the United States in the matter to which the sam 
related; and the whole has been fully reported by the Undersigned to hi 
Government, and in pursuance thereof he made the enquiry, concernin 
which Mr. Canning’s Note of yesterday, contains his reply. 

It might have conformed more fully with the views and policy of th 
American Government in asking the conference, had the Envoy of the Unite 
States been authorized to add, that the Government of Great Britain ha 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII, enclosed in King to Clay, January i; 
1826, which see below, pt. viii, doc. 853, 
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communicated to that of France, their expected decision, that it would not 
consent to the occupation of Cuba and Porto Rico by any other European 
Power than Spain, under any circumstances whatever. 

With high consideration [etc.]. 


853 

Rufus Kingy United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, January 12, 1826. 

From Mr. Brown to whom I transmitted the Instruction respecting 
Cuba and Porto Rico, I receive no information—nor have I any thing from 
St. Petersburgh. You at Washington can speak with equal confidence with 
us, as to Spain. Those who are alike without information, are equally 
ignorant. 

Mr. Hurtado yesterday told me that pursuant to the Instructions of 
Colombia, he had requested Mr. Canning to renew his efforts to make peace 
between Colombia & Spain. That he beleived that Cuba would otherwise 
be attacked by Colombia & Mexico, and that as their Naval Force would 
enable them to occupy the Island, that from the state of the population, they 
might take their own time to attack the Moro. The consequence of this 
attack cannot be misunderstood, by the friends of order in this quarter of 
the World. 


854 

George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain, to 
Rufus King, United States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Foreign Office, January 13,1826. 

The Undersigned, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, has the honor to acknowledge the official Note ^ received this morn¬ 
ing from Mr. Rufus King, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotenti¬ 
ary from the United States at this Court. 

In answer to the latter part of that communication, the Undersigned has¬ 
tens to acquaint Mr. King, that the only reason why the Undersigned did not 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

2 Ibid., enclosed in King to Clay, January 14, 1826, which see below, pt. vnr, doc. 855. 
* See above, pt. viii, doc. 852. 
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in his Note ^ of the loth Instant, (detailing what had lately passed at Paris 
with respect to the instruction furnished by the American Government to 
their Minister at that Court), state “that the government of Great Britain 
had communicated to that of France their expected decision, that it would 
not consent to the occupation of Cuba and Porto Rico, by any other Euro¬ 
pean Power than Spain, under any circumstances whatever,’'—^was, that a 
full communication of the views and intentions of the British Government 
precisely to that effect, had been made by His Majesty’s Ambassador to the 
Government of France, so long ago as in the month of July last, previously 
to the proposition of the Undersigned to Mr. King for a Tripartite engage¬ 
ment. 

To have repeated that intimation on the present occasion, would have been 
to appear to take at the suggestion of a Third Power, and as subsidiary to the 
declarations of that Power, a step which the British Government had already 
taken long before, singly and of their own accord. The British Government 
is highly gratified by that concurrence of sentiment on the part of the United 
States, of which they never doubted: and though they certainly would have 
preferred the Tripartite engagement proposed to Mr. King in August, it is 
perfectly satisfactory to them that, at any time and in any mode, that con¬ 
currence has been signified to France. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew [etc.]. 


855 

Rufus King^ United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

London, January 14, 1826. 

Sir: Enclosed I send you the Note ^ last evening received from the Office 
for Foreign Affairs, in answer to my Note ^ of the preceding day—and like¬ 
wise the Documents that have been published at St. Petersburgh relative to 
the Russian Succession. 

With great respect [etc.]. 

^ See above, pt. viii, doc. 851. 

2 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

^ See above, pt. viii, docs. 854 and 852. 
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Rufus King, United States Ministex to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, February 2x, 1826. 

Sir: Mr. Poinsett having informed you of the course of proceedings in 
Mexico, particularly of the difficulties which he has experienced with Mr. 
Ward, the Representative of England, which difficulties he has communi¬ 
cated also to me, I concluded as well on Mr. Poinsett’s account, as the justice 
due to the occasion, that I could adopt no measure, preferable to the commu¬ 
nication of the matter to the British government, and accordingly I put the 
whole of Mr. Poinsett’s letters to me, into the hands of Mr, Canning, asking 
of him a conference respecting the same. After some delay produced by the 
meeting of Parliament, and the pressure of the commercial and pecuniary 
embarrassments of the country—the conference occurred, when Mr. Canning 
expressed his satisfaction with the conduct of Mr. Poinsett in all respects, 
with the single exception of his establishing a Lodge of Free Masons, this he 
had no inclination to condemn, but as it was a measure liable to the interpre¬ 
tation of political views, it was discouraged by them, as respects their own 
agents—that the course of Mr. Ward had been incorrect, he ought to have 
left the whole matter in which he interfered, to his own government—that 
the Treaty concluded with Mexico, had not been ratified, but sent back by 
them to be remade, under the Instructions forwarded to Morier and Ward. 
In the remaking of the Treaty, they would balance the difficulties which they 
met in their way, and the precise import therefore of the new made Treaty, 
could not beforehand be ascertained. When remade, it would be sent to 
England for examination. When England would send a new mission to 
Mexico, of which Mr. Ward would have the option of remaining as Secretary 
of Legation, and Morier would return home. A communication to this effect 
will place Poinsett at his ease. Yesterday I received from Mr. Everett the 
Despatch ^ that I now forward, which was left open for my perusal. So 
much thereof as the occasion required, was communicated to Mr. Hurtado 
the envoy of Colombia, and he was called upon to say whether he has powers 
from his Principals to make Peace. Mr. Hurtado answered that he had 
Powers to accept, but not to propose Peace—that in respect to the Duke del 
Infantado, he did not believe him to be sincere and in earnest, that his real 
object is to gain time, but to conclude nothing. The opinion ascribed by him 
to the King, in Hurtado’s belief, is little worthy of confidence—of this con¬ 
clusion he stated several facts in confirmation of his opinion. Hurtado is 
persuaded that the Inquisition is about to be, and soon will be established in 
Spain. And that the Council have no thoughts of Peace with America. I 
1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXII. 

* See below, pt. xiii, doc. 1141. 
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confess, while I have no evidence, to place against the conviction of Mr 
Everett, that I am afraid he may deceive himself, and that the desired even 
of Peace between Spain and America is further off than he seems to believe— 
of the intimated Treaty of Commerce and Indemnity with the United States 
we shall soon be able to judge of the sincerity of the Duke. England is s( 
much in advance of Europe in her commerce and connection with the Nev 
States, that she does not shew much anxiety for Peace, between Spain anc 
them. Not so with the Power on the other side of the Channel, which b] 
character restless, is jealous of England, and employed in intrigues to gait 
an influence in the New States—of Prussia and Austria they belong to th( 
Alliance, and the latter is as hopeless as Russia itself; over which, darknesi 
and profound obscurity are supposed to prevail. 


857 

Albert Gallatin, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secre 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, October 16, 1826. 

In the mean while the new American States are but little thought of here 
Neither the admission in French Ports of Mexican and Colombian vessels in < 
manner almost tantamount to a recognition nor the important intelligence o 
a Treaty of perpetual League between four of those States, have elicited < 
single remark from any of the leading and otherwise intelligent newspapers 
The State of their Stocks and the prospects of the operations of the Mining 
Companies engross exclusively what of public attention is bestowed on thei 
concerns. Spain is considered as incorrigible not only by this government 
but also by France and Russia. Any attempt, at least at this moment, t( 
prevail on her to consent to an armistice, or to take some rational steps 01 
the subject of her lost Colonies, is looked on as wholly hopeless. Indeed I un 
derstood that this government had signified to that of Spain that, after all, th- 
present state of things was not unfavorable to Great Britain, that whateve 
she had proposed in that respect was from general considerations, and for tb 
interest of Spain; and that, seeing how this had been received, such or simila 
proposals would not be renewed. This declaration, I am told, has mad' 
more impression on Spain, than any of the steps previously taken, withou 
however producing any positive result. No approach has been made by thi 
Government towards me for any renewed effort in Concert having for objec 
the pacification of the American Hemisphere. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIII. 

















1583 


DOCUMENT 858: DECEMBER 16, 1826 
858 

Albert Gallatin^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

London, December i6, 1826. 

Sir: Mr. Camacho, who has been appointed Minister of Mexico here, is 
not yet received as such, this Government not recognizing any from the New 
American States until they have concluded a treaty of commerce with Great 
Britain. That concluded between the United States and Mexico has been 
brought here by Mr. Camacho, who has communicated it to the British 
Government, and has since made one with them, which will probably be 
signed on Monday next (i8th). It is, I am told on the same basis as ours, 
though differing in some particulars, but granting, as I am assured, no privi¬ 
leges which by our treaty we do not enjoy. 

Mr. Camacho was presented to the King at the general levee of the 22 nd 
ult°. (the first held for the last twelve months), as the late Minister of foreign 
affairs for Mexico. The new Spanish Minister, Count d’Alcudia did not at¬ 
tend the levee, clearly in order to avoid meeting Mr. Hurtado, the Colom¬ 
bian Minister, after whom, too, he must have been placed, as he is the last ar¬ 
rived. 

As Mr. Camacho unfortunately speaks neither English nor French, our 
communications have been carried on principally through Mr. Rocafuerte, 
who had preceded him here as Charge, who is to leave this place for Mexico 
on the 20th with the treaty, and who is very intelligent. He consulted me, 
some days ago, in Mr. Camacho's behalf, on the propriety of their sending an 
Agent to Russia, wishing to know whether I thought this an opportune time 
to try to obtain some measure, similar to that lately adopted by France and 
leading to an ultimate recognition of Independence. I knew of nothing later 
than the Emperor’s answer to the overture of the United States on that sub¬ 
ject, and that, only from hear-say. This I told him, and that, although per¬ 
haps information of the present disposition of Russia might be obtained 
through our Minister at St. Petersburg, I had no instructions in that respect 
and could not act. I added that, from what I had been able to collect since 
my arrival in Europe, it appeared probable to me, that Russia would no long¬ 
er oppose the recognition of the independence, that perhaps she might advise 
Spain to that effect, but that, having no pressing commercial interest, such 
as had induced France to admit the New American flags, it was hardly to be 
expected that she (Russia) was as yet prepared to act in open contradiction 
to the unfortunate and hasty declaration of the late Emperor. 

Mr. Rocafuerte, after having observed that there was no hope that Spain 
would within any short time be induced to take any steps implying in any de¬ 
gree a relinquishment of her pretended Sovereignty, said, that they attached 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIII. 
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more importance to a recognition by other great Powers, on account of thei: 
internal situation and of that of South America generally. There was, hi 
said, still a strong party in Mexico who, under colour of the alledged want o 
a strong Government, wanted to destroy the existing Republican institutions 
He then spoke, though in respectful and friendly terms of Bolivar, of th< 
baneful influence which his late measures might have even on Mexico itself 
The New Constitution of Bolivia was Monarchy in disguise. He appearec 
to have succeeded in breaking up the Peruvian Congress and in introducing 
there the same system, with dictatorial powers in both for himself. He was 
pursuing the same steps in Colombia, and using every endeavour, that the 
proposed Convention should still more consolidate her government, insteac 
of reforming it by adopting the federative system. 

I must observe that similar opinions on those subjects seem to be^verj 
generally entertained here particularly by the Americans. Mr, Hurtadc 
thinks, however, that, notwithstanding the declaration of Guayaquil, the 
Convention will adopt a system, which, if not properly federal, will make the 
Government less central^ as it is called, than now. Being himself not a native 
of the coast but of the vicinity of Bogota, he may be considered as impartial 
when he decides in favor of the federal plan. 

Should however the result be to consolidate and to give to Bolivar ir 
Colombia the same powers that he has acquired in Peru and Potosi, th( 
Republic of Colombia will be Bolivar himself; and the question may arise ir 
that case, whether you should still think it proper to retain that Power ir 
the list of those to whom our North Eastern boundary question may b( 
referred. 

Since the steps, which threaten a war between Spain and Great Britain 
have been taken, I have had another conversation with Mr. Rocafuerte or 
the subject of Cuba. He evidently wishes that it might be united to Mexico 
But when I observed that that island might be a bone of contention betweer 
them and Colombia, that, in case of War, Great Britain might claim th< 
right to conquer it as well as either of them, and that the United States, wh< 
did not desire Cuba for themselves, would be decidedly opposed to its be 
coming a British Colony, and might find it difficult to maintain that oppo 
sition and at the same time to acquiesce in an attack by any of the America: 
States, he spoke at once of the propriety of making the island independen- 
under the joint guarantee of all the American States and of Great Britain 
This is certainly a plan which deserves consideration, as the only one whicl 
can give a permanent security to the United States. I told Mr. Rocafuerb 
that all that passed on that subject between us was mere conversation, as ' 
had certainly no instruction or authority to say what were the intentions o 
my Government in that respect; (the independence) but that if his Govern 
ment thought this to be a practicable projet^ that Cuba was ripe for it, tha 
it could be done without disturbing the state of society in reference to th< 
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black population, they might make an overture to the Government of the 
United States and at once ascertain its views on that subject. In my next 
interview with Mr. Canning, I intend to speak very explicitly in reference to 
the occupation of Cuba by any foreign power whatever, and may perhaps 
ascertain what are his views as to its ultimate destinies. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


859 

Albert Gallatin^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to Henry Clay^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, December 22 , 1826 . 

It was, I said, understood between Great Britain and the United States, 
that Cuba should not fall in the hands of either. I did not suspect that even 
the right, which a state of war generally gives to attack the enemy anywhere, 
would make any change in that respect, and that it could be the intention of 
England to attack the remaining Spanish Colonies. “We have already too 
many'" was Mr. Canning's observation. Yet, when I proceeded to say, 
that it would be satisfactory to have positive assurances to that effect, I 
received no answer. This induced me to enter more at large on the subject, 
and to try to impress strongly on his mind, that it was impossible, that the 
United States could acquiesce in the conquest by, or transfer of that Island 
to any great maritime Power, and that the new American States, particu¬ 
larly Mexico would be equally averse to it. All this was expressed in strong 
but general terms, and as if I took it for granted that England had no such 
object in view for herself and was disposed to act in concert with us. On 
that account I added that in the state of dissolution where Spain was, and 
considering the continued war between her and the New American States, 
it might be proper to consider whether it was practicable to keep Cuba 
much longer in that state which we had heretofore considered as the most 
desirable to England and to us. If not, the question would be, whether the 
island should be attached to Mexico or to Colombia, or whether the white 
population was stong enough to maintain independence without danger from 
the blacks. Although I could draw no assurance respecting the views of 
Great Britain as to herself, Mr. Canning said that the subject was worthy of 
great consideration and that he would certainly attend to it. His reluctance 
to speak more decisively must perhaps be ascribed, partly to his usual 
caution, partly to some recollection of what had passed between him and 
Mr. King in regard to that island. I must add, that I have no positive 
1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIII. 
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information of the personal understanding to which I alluded, as existing 
between the two countries on that subject; and that a report in circulation 
and communicated to me, that there was an intention on the part of England 
to occupy Cuba, though probably without foundation, was one of my 
inducements to speak thus early on the subject. 


860 

Albert Gallatin, United States Minister to Great Britain, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

London, December 30 , 1826 , 

Sir: Reports of an intention on the part of this Government to attack 
Cuba are still in circulation, more indicative, I think of popular feeling than 
of the views of the Ministry. Yet, and notwithstanding his habitual reserve, 
there was no reason why Mr. Canning should not, in our conversation, have 
most explicitly disavowed any such intention. In all I said, I took it for 
granted that there was a positive understanding between the United States 
and Great Britain that neither should occupy that island. The only papers 
in my possession on that subject are your three letters to Mr. King of lOth 
May ,2 17 th and 26 th ^ Octer. 1825 . Neither those which passed between 
Mr. King and Mr. Canning, nor the communications which may have taken 
place, either at Washington, or through Mr. Rush, between the two govern¬ 
ments, have been put in my hands. There would certainly have been an 
advantage in signing the agreement proposed by Mr. Canning, (which I 
know only from your letter to Mr. King) not with the view he suggested in 
reference to Spain, but for the purpose of binding Great Britain. You will 
see by today’s papers that Chateaubriand in his speech to the house of Peers 
said “that England could not take Cuba without making war on the United 
States and that she knew it.” This I had told him when he was Minister 
and included France in the declaration. He would have agreed to the 
tripartite instrument. You renewed the declaration in a more official shape 
to his successor. What was the result I do not know; but I would apprehend 
no difficulty from that quarter if you should agree and England was still 
of the same opinion. To be at ease on that question is important. Whether 
afterwards the island remained with Spain, became independent, or was 

1 MS, Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIII. 

^ This probably should have been May ii, with which was enclosed a copy of Clay's in¬ 
struction on the subject to Middleton at St. Petersburg, for both of which see above, pt. i, 
docs. 141 and 142, 

^ See above, pt. i, docs. 146 and 148. 
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annexed to Mexico, though there is a choice between the alternatives, would 
be far less essential. 

In the mean while, might not a hint be given to Govr. Vives to be on his 
guard? 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


861 

Albert Gallatin^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to James Brown, 
United States Minister to France ^ 

[extract! 

Private. London, February 2, 1827 , 

My dear Sir; The want of a safe opportunity has prevented my address¬ 
ing you earlier on a subject, less important perhaps now than it threatened 
to be some weeks ago, but which may still deserve your attention. 

As soon as I could obtain an interview from Mr. Canning, after his speech 
on the King’s message relating to the affairs of Portugal, I mentioned to him 
that, as the question of war between Great Britain and Spain must now 
depend on the course Spain might pursue, our attention should be turned to 
the consequences, as affecting the relations between the United States and 
Great Britain, which might grow out of a state of actual war. Repeating 
then what you know to be the views of the United States respecting Cuba, 
I said that, although those of Great Britain were known to accord with ours, 
and although there had been an understanding between the two countries 
that neither should attempt to take possession of that island, yet it would be 
satisfactory to receive assurances that the intentions and conduct of Great 
Britain would not be changed by a state of war between her and Spain. I 
then made some further observations on what might be done in concert 
with a view to the ultimate fate of Cuba, in case it should be found impossible 
to prevent her remaining a dependency of Spain. Mr Canning thought 
proper to make no satisfactory answer to this overture, and only said that 
he would take the subject into his serious consideration. It must be ob¬ 
served, that having not found here any part of the correspondence of my 
predecessors, I know nothing positively of what had passed between them 
and this Government on that subject. I have no knowledge of the 
understanding, which, in speaking to Mr Canning, I took for granted, but 
from hearsay and what may be inferred from a despatch from Mr. Clay to 
Mr King, in relation to the proposal by Mr Canning of a tripartite agreement 
between Great Britain, the United States and France,^ which I have not 

^ MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIII, enclosed in Gallatin to Clay, February 
5, 1827, which see below, pt. vui, doc. 862. 

^ See above, pt. vin, doc. 835, annexed to Canning to King, August 21, 1825. 



1588 PART vtll: COMMUNICATIONS FROM GREAT BRITAIN 

seen and which Mr Clay appears to have declined. But I see that you were 
instructed to make some declaration to the French Government on that 
subject. This Government has no wish, if they can avoid it, to be at war 
with Spain, still less that such an event should involve them either with the 
United States or France. And it is probable that this last country would 
not forget, in the course of her discussions with England, the danger of 
her taking the opportunity of a Spanish war to seize that most valuable of 
all colonies. Yet, as nothing that can be done ought to be neglected on our 
part, it has struck me that, if practicable and proper, it would be advanta¬ 
geous that France should be reminded of that subject, as it might have a 
double beneficial effect. A view of that danger might make France more 
earnest in her efforts to induce Spain to cease giving just causes of offence 
and to pursue a course calculated to preserve peace. And, in case of war, 
the representations of France to England, cooperating with ours, would 
cause this Government to reflect seriously before they should take any step, 
that might compel France, as well as ourselves, to depart from our intended 
neutrality. I submit these observations to your judgment, hoping however 
that the danger has lessened, and that we may soon receive instructions 
adapted to a state of things, which had not been anticipated at Washington. 
It is very clear that an attempt to occupy Cuba would be as offensive, if not 
more so, to the New American States than to us. This cannot but be well 
known to the British Government: but considering the relative situation of 
the parties at this moment, no energetic representations can be expected 
from the Ministers of those States at this Court on that point. 


862 

Albert Gallatin^ United States Minister to Great Britain^ to Henry Clay^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, February 5, 1827. 

I have also the honour to enclose the copy of a letter,2 which, having had 
a safe conveyance, I wrote to Mr. Brown. All the recent official accounts, 
received by this Government from Lisbon and Madrid, concur in representing 
the disposition and conduct of Spain to be such as to give well founded hopes 
that peace will be preserved. Yet no positive account had, as late as this 
day, reached the foreign office of the Portuguese insurgents who had reentered 
Spain having been actually disarmed and the arms restored to the Portuguese 
authorities. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXIII. 

2 See above, pt. viii, doc. 861, Gallatin to Brown, February 2, 1827. 
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That war should have been avoided is a matter of congratulation, since the 
United States might have been involved in it by the course which Great Brit¬ 
ain would perhaps have pursued: and nothing could have been more unpleas¬ 
ant, in addition to the great evils of war, than to have been engaged in one, 
in which we would have appeared in opposition to the new American States* 
This shows how useful it would be, if practicable, to have some positive agree¬ 
ment with Great Britain, which should secure the United States against the 
danger of her attempting under any circumstances to occupy Cuba. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


863 

William Beach Lawrence, ChargS d'Affaires of the United States at London ad 
interim, to Henry Clay, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

London, August 14, 1828. 

I understand that Spain has made a proposition to English Capitalists for 
a loan of 20,000,000 sterling, in which she is willing to include the Cortes 
bonds at 35 per cent. The offers made by the London contractors are said to 
have connected with them two conditions of a political character; first a re¬ 
form in the Administration in Spain and secondly the recognition of the inde¬ 
pendence of the American States or, in lieu thereof, the hypothecation of the 
revenues of the island of Cuba. I am assured that these proposals have been 
submitted to the Cabinet of Madrid, but my informant was unable to satisfy 
my inquiries as to the extent of what was required under the first head. As 
far, however, as I could learn, no change in the political institutions is contem¬ 
plated. For the recognition of Spanish America strong representations have 
also been made, within a short time, by the merchants of Cadiz; but nothing 
has been recently contemplated to be done through the mediation of the Euro¬ 
pean Governments, nor do the Ministers of the new Republics expect any 
early alteration in their relations with the mother country, unless it should be 
effected by the financial distresses of Spain. 

I have heretofore alluded to the great change which took place in the con¬ 
sideration enjoyed by the Representatives of the Spanish American States in 
this country, on the death of Mr. Canning. Since the Cabinet has been set¬ 
tled on its present footing, the neglect of them has been still more decided 
and is strongly felt by these Ministers, whose confidence and friendship I 

' MS. Dispatches from Great Britain, XXXV. William Beach Lawrence, of New York: 
Commissioned secretary of legation in Great Britain, July 8,1826; instructed to act as charge 
d’affaires ad interim, and acted from October 4, 1827, to September 2, 1828; left his post, 
October 15, 1828, having previously resigned. 
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have deemed it a political duty to conciliate by all proper means in my power. 
The three Spanish American Ministers or Charges recognized at Court, are 
never included, except on the most formal occasions, in the invitations even 
of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs. Though personal civilities have been 
extended by Lord Aberdeen, since his accession to office, to all the Repre¬ 
sentatives of European Powers and to me and though the Court circular an¬ 
nounced that he had entertained all the Foreign Ministers, the gentlemen re¬ 
ferred to have been wholly unnoticed. I mention this circumstance, trivial 
in itself, as it will explain better than any observations that I can make the 
feeling of the present Cabinet on a subject, in which the United States for 
commercial, as well as political reasons have a strong interest. 

The appointment of Lord Strangford to Brazils is regarded by my Ameri¬ 
can colleagues as a gross indignity offered to all the new republics. These 
general opinions in favour of the principles of legitimacy and against all 
“democratical institutions” have been long known. But Lord Strangford, 
not content with the avowal of abstract principles, took occasion at the last 
Session of Parliament, when presenting a petition respecting South American 
Privateering, to indulge in the most violent abuse of all the new States and of 
the policy which had led to their recognition. As a part of the new Ambas¬ 
sador's duty is to attempt the reconciliation of Brazils and Buenos Ayres, the 
choice is most extraordinary, Lord Strangford having, on the occasion al¬ 
luded to, charged the members of the Government of the latter State with de¬ 
riving a direct pecuniary profit from the mode in which the war is carried on. 

I have the honour [etc,]. 
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Francisco Mariano Sora, Mexican Curate, and Jose Bernardo Gutierrez, 
Mexican Lieutenant Colonel, to James Monroe, Secretary of 
State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Natchitoches, Louisiana, September 27, 1811, 

Sir: It is a year since the Mexican Kingdom attempted to shake off the 
European yoke, all the more hateful and burdensome as under the present 
circumstances it has committed every manner of cruelty, sacrificing lives 
without number, and putting many towns to the sword. 

We, horrified at its behaviour, have had to seek safety for our lives by 
taking refuge in the United States, and being unable to bear such inhumane- 
ness as is now being practiced on our people in the name of the nation, and 
with the greatest form at our command we call for the protection of Con¬ 
gress, with an earnest request that we be supplied with arms, men and money, 
or as much as may be, especially arms, and our offer on the part of the same 
nation is that everything will be returned in good time, and that treaties of 
union and friendship advantageous to both nations will be drawn up. 

Sir^ we know full well that we are without these matters of form that 
are needed when representing a nation; but the good of humankind and the 
interest we bear in our own people are our authority to ask for protection 
whereby we may find it, and entertaining no doubt of Your Excellency’s 
generosity and that of a people fond of their own kind, and who have gone 
through this same misfortune, which on this date surrounds us, will not deny 
us the assistance we ask of them until men of greater talent and more learning 
in political matters have the honor to appear before your august Senate 
with ample powers from the nation. 

Sir, we who are among the small of our nation have ventured all of a 
sudden to lay this prayer at Your Excellency’s feet, hoping that it will be 
granted that favorable reception which is imperatively demanded by the 
cry of oppressed mankind from a generous heart. Your Excellency may 
believe that as soon as circumstances permit, there shall come persons 
authorized to negotiate subjects concerning the happiness of both peoples, 
and in the meanwhile we beg Your Excellency to keep all this secret, as it 
best suits our purpose. 

Sir, we have availed ourselves of this opportunity to tender to you our 
humble respects [etc.]. 

1 MS. Consular Letters, Mexico City, 1 . This was addressed to “ the Honorable Tomas 
Monrroi, Secretary of State.*’ 
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Juan Pablo y Anaya, Mexican Agent to the United States, to James Madison^ 
President of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New Orleans, AJarch i8, 1815, 

Most Excellent Sir: Dear Sir: Since we began to work on the plans 
of revolution for our independence, we always consider it necessary and 
indispensable under many heads to have relations with this country. We 
sought the means', but could not find them on account of the oppression and 
espionage in the midst of which we lived under the Spanish Government, 
and we met so much opposition in these parts that we had the misfortune 
to have our two secret boards in two principal cities of the United States, 
as well as all the victims of tyranny, discovered. In the midst of these 
misfortunes we were lucky enough not to be discovered until six months 
later, when we suffered the same misfortune as the first ones, which com¬ 
pelled Senor Hidalgo and us to take up arms, and our plan remained in 
suspense. Since then Senor Hidalgo and the Governments that have 
succeeded one another in the Mexican Independence have strained every 
effort to place in communication the political relations of that nation with 
this one, by ordering at every hazard three delegations which all have been 
so unfortunate as to fail and be unable to reach the States. In pursuance 
of the same important purpose, I was commissioned to seek means that would 
be available, and both at the cost of much labor and danger, I have had the 
good fortune to do so by opening the Port of Nautla on the coast of Vera 
Cruz. On that auspicious occasion we had the misfortune not to be thought¬ 
ful enough to provide ourselves with proper commissions from the Supreme 
Congress of Mexico, but considering that the enemy had to gather all his 
forces so as to hamper us in that important step, the Most Excellent the 
Commander in Chief, to whom I reported the message taken to go to the 
States, the officers, men and people of the provisions in my command were 
of the opinion that I should go to New Orleans so as to insure communica¬ 
tions, because while I was abroad, even though the enemy should capture 
the port, we could communicate along the coast, which is rather free, and it 
being impossible for the enemy to cover it in such a way as to prevent the 
decisions of the Supreme Congress to reach some part of it in reliable vessels. 

All difficulties had been overcome to the point of my succeeding to come 
here where again I began to strike snags which hampered immediate compli¬ 
ance with the main object of my commission, namely, that of finding a reli¬ 
able vessel to bring to your capital the commissions or delegations of my 
Government, either through the efforts of the enemies of the liberty of my 
country, of whom there are many in this town, or through the events of the 
' MS. Consular Letters, Mexico City, I. 





















war with the English. But that which did me the most harm was the first, 
for when a schooner which cleared from the port of Nautla after my arrival 
came over on a commission of the Commander, she was attached by the 
Court of the District on the petition of the Spaniards, and the case has been 
continued until now; since then the English have drawn the blockade closer, 
and neither the circumstances nor my honor permitted of my leaving in those 
critical moments until now when I have had to take other steps, and even 
buy a bark to carry me so that I may report to my Government, and also the 
instructions which are required for the greater formalities of the diplomatic 
intercourse. 

Therefore, Most Excellent Sir, I beg Your Excellency to deign to extend all 
that protection that is at your command, and in the exercise of your powers 
to go as far as establishing relations between the two countries. Your Ex¬ 
cellency will permit me to say that between us and these States there is no 
other difference than that of language, but the interest, rights, etc., are all 
alike. I am quite sure that Your Excellency will agree with me that the 
plan that we must adopt, agreeable to Nature and our common interests and 
rights, is that of absolute severance of America from Europe, 

I believe that at the least there shall be in this capital within two months 
some resolution of the Mexican Congress, for although the enemies have 
effectively tried to intercept communications, they were not able to do so 
because the independent troops have offered a brave defense and destroyed 
enemy expeditions, according to the latest reports that have come in letters 
from European Spaniards of Vera Cruz. 

On principles of commiseration I brought here a monk who had declared 
himself a revolutionist and disturber of public order so as to save him from 
the death penalty, which he was to undergo for his many crimes in the belief 
that his separation and his pondering over the favor that had been done him 
would improve his behaviour, but it was in vain, for as soon as he found him¬ 
self here enjoying the favor of the law of the land and the protection of royal 
Europeans, he gave out a paper against me filled with slanderous impostures 
and lies, and in my fear that some copy of it may have been handed to you, I 
take the liberty of enclosing a reply which I made to it in vindication of my 
conduct. 

Most Excellent Sir, I renew to Your Excellency my humble prayers, in¬ 
finitely appreciating this opportunity to have the honor of gladly placing 
myself at your disposal, and wishing that you will proudly press upon me the 
orders that you may be pleased to give me, and you may be assured that with 
the greatest pleasure and satisfaction they shall be carried out by him who is 
Your Excellency's true and obedient servant. 

P. S. Although I am going to Mexico, Mr. Lecler remains in charge of the 
affairs, notice of which I give to Your Excellency for your guidance. 
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Jose Maria Morelos, President of Mexico, Jose Maria Linaga, cbnd Remigio de 
Yarza, Secretary of Government, to James Madison, 

President of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

PuRUARAN, Mexico, July 14, 1S15. 

Most Excellent Sir: The Mexican people, weary of the enormous weight 
of Spanish domination and having forever lost the hope of being happy under 
the rule of their conquerors, broke through the barriers of moderation and, 
facing difficulties and perils which seemed insuperable to the efforts of an en¬ 
slaved colony, they raised the cry of freedom and bravely undertook the work 
of regeneration. 

We relied on the protection of Heaven which could not withdraw it from 
the well-known justice of our cause nor ignore the rectitude and purity of our 
intentions exclusively bent on the good of mankind: we relied on the mettle 
and enthusiasm of our compatriots who had decided to die rather than to 
again bear the shameful yoke of slavery: and finally we relied on the powerful 
aid of the United States, which as they wisely guided us by their example 
would favor us with their generous assistance upon signing treaties of friend¬ 
ship and alliance in which good faith would preside and where the reciprocal 
interests of both nations would be remembered. The disasters that go with 
the vicissitudes of war and in which we have been perhaps thrown by our 
very lack of experience, never lowered our spirits but always rising above 
adversity and misfortune we have carried on the fight for five years and have 
acquired the practical conviction that there is no power capable of suppress¬ 
ing a people that have decided to shake off the horrors of tyranny. With¬ 
out arms at the beginning, without discipline, without a Government, 
fighting with bravery and enthusiasm we have enlisted large armies, we have 
caused surprise by attacking fortified places and at last have managed to awe 
the pride of the Spaniards who are already losing heart although they may in 
their public papers affect serenity and announce that the day is coming near¬ 
er and nearer when the fire that inflames our breasts is about to go out and 
predict the end of our exertions. Our system of government having, as 
might be expected, begun with the most shapeless rudiments has gone on 
perfecting itself in degrees as fast as the worries of war permitted, and it is 
now under a constitution built of maxims that are in every way liberal and 
which has been as far as possible fitted to the genius, manners, and customs of 
our people not less than to the circumstances of the revolution. With time 
it will undergo amendments and improvements as fast as experience enlight- 

^ MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, I. This reached the Department of State with 
Herrera to the President of the United States, March i, 1816, which see below, pt. ix, doc. 
867. 











ens us but we shall never swerve by a line from the essential principles which 
constitute genuine civil liberty. 

In the meanwhile we flatter ourselves that the sanction and promulgation 
of our constitutional law and the effective organization of our government 
have driven consternation into the poisoned hearts of our enemies, dealing a 
deadly blow to their hopes while it has filled with joy the hearts of our people 
whom it has inspired again with special ardor to carry on our grand enter¬ 
prise. 

Just at that time we have been afforded the opportunity we had sought 
thousands of times to open relations with the government of these happy 
provinces, and, availing ourselves of the valuable moments brought on by a 
series of incidents woven by the hand of providence, we hasten to carry out 
our intention with the satisfaction of feeling that this attempt will not meet 
the same fate as others that preceded it but that, happily carried to the end, 
it will meet our purposes by furnishing us with the facility of completing the 
original plans of our political restoration. 

We find encouragement beyond description to insist on this application in 
the intimate conviction that we always have cherished that the North and 
Mexican Americas being friends and allies would work reciprocal influence on 
the matters that concern their own happiness and will offer unconquerable 
opposition to the aggression of covetousness, ambition and tyranny; so much 
so that we have ventured to believe that that important league will win the 
approval of the worthy representative of the Anglo-American nation and all 
its citizens who stand so high for their enlightenment and social virtues. 

The sincerity and philanthropic spirit which are the characteristics of both 
nations, the facility and promptness with which they may extend aid to each 
other; the fine union that it will bring about of two peoples, one privileged by 
the fertility and productions of the soil that are as rich as they are varied, and 
the other distinguished by its industries, its culture and genius which are the 
most fruitful source of the wealth of the states, all combine to warrant our 
ideas which open even now a most promising prospect if the two republics 
manage to unite through treaties of alliance and commerce, which, resting on 
reason and justice, will prove the sacred ties of our joint prosperity. 

The supreme Mexican Congress, engaged in those grand views and in 
order that this Government may in accordance with the custom justly 
adopted by the nations enter upon negotiations and sign treaties with these 
provinces, has appointed as Minister Plenipotentiary the Most Excellent 
Lie. Don Jos6 Manuel Herrera empowering him with the fullest powers and 
has also provided him with the needful instructions to that effect. 

In consequence the said supreme Mexican Government in the name of the 
said Congress and of the nation that it represents brings the foregoing to 
Your Excellency's high knowledge with a prayer that with the six legal docu¬ 
ments accompanying this paper you may kindly acquaint the general Con- 
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gress of the United States with the whole matter and that you recommend to 
their august assembly our claim to have the independence of the Mexican 
America recognized, the above named Most Excellent Lie. Don Jos€ Manuel 
Herrera received as Minister Plenipotentiary of the said America near the 
Government of the said States and by virtue thereof to proceed in the most 
suitable form with the negotiations and treaties which will insure the happi¬ 
ness and greatness of the two Americas. 

May God guard Your Excellency many years. 

National Palace of the Supreme Mexican Government at Puruardn on the 
14th day of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


867 

JosS Manuel Herrera, appointed Mexican Minister to the United States, to 
James Madison, President of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New Orleans, March 1,1816, 

Most Excellent Sir: Having been designated by the Mexican Republic 
to come to the Government of the United States and negotiate affairs of ex¬ 
treme importance, I set out on the i6th of July of last year and after crossing 
a vast expanse of land in order to reach the Vera Cruz coast and having been 
detained there over a month on account of the fire which destroyed the vessel 
which was to bring me, I finally managed to sail on a schooner that appeared 
as I had resolved to return to the interior, having given up every hope that I 
could be afforded such a coveted opportunity. 

On the first of October last I reached the city with the intent to remain 
there only the time absolutely needed to take the necessary measures for con¬ 
tinuing my trip to Washington and placing in Your Excellency’s hands my 
credentials together with a letter from my Government ^ and other papers, 
but in spite of my wishes and efforts and notwithstanding the very nature of 
the business with which I am entrusted, I was unfortunately frustrated in my 
intentions and hampered in my movements so much so that I have been four 
months in New Orleans, the obstacles which delayed my departure growing 
more and more numerous. This truly unpleasant situation, all the more as 
in my opinion it may cause injury of the greatest consequence to the interests 
of mankind, has induced me to return to Mexico for the object of removing 

^ MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, 1 . 

^See above, pt. ix, doc. 866, under date, July 14, 1815. The other papers which ac¬ 
companied this and are preserved with it in the archives are two decrees of the same date, 
one describing the official seal and the other the flags of the new state, and a decree of July 
3, 1815, relating to cruisers. 
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in person some difficulty which, if I avail myself of the services of any other 
person, might check the earlier success of my negotiations with the Govern¬ 
ment there from which I am sure I shall receive the needed assistance and 
which certainly could not exempt me from doing what certain circumstances 
demand, which circumstances have come together quite unexpectedly. 

As my arrival in this country and the object of my mission have been made 
extremely public I deem it my duty to tell Your Excellency what has hap¬ 
pened while leaving out useless details which would only break up the earnest 
and delicate matters which engage Your Excellency’s attention. 

I have also seen fit to enclose the official letter addressed to Your Excel¬ 
lency by my Government and the papers therein mentioned, all in copies and 
through Senor Don Guillermo Robinson, to whom I am indebted in addition 
to other services for undertaking to put those papers in their proper course, 
the only object of which is to inform Your Excellency of the particulars they 
contain until the moment shall come when I present the original to Your 
Excellency in all the forms that are customary. 

In the meanwhile I have the honor to tender to Your Excellency my pro¬ 
found respects [etc.]. 


868 

James Smith Wilcocks, subsequently Consul of the United States at Mexico 
Cityy to John Quincy Adamsj Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, October 25, 1821, 

Sir: The love of my country, the spring of every noble and generous action, 
induces me to communicate to you, for the information of the President, and 
for the benefit that may result to the Government and citizens of the United 
States, the following circumstantial and exact account of the happy revolu¬ 
tion that has lately occurred in this kingdom of New Spain, which, by the 
blessing of God, the intrepidity, talents, and exertions of its patriotic chief, 
General Don Augustin Iturbide, the enlightened policy of its mother country, 
and the liberal and philanthropic ideas of its late captain general, Don Juan 
O’Donoju, has ended in its complete and entire emancipation. 

That you may have a clear and distinct view of the subject, be fully im¬ 
pressed with the justice of the cause of this hitherto afflicted and oppressed 
people, and have also a general idea of the face of the country, its inhabitants, 
productions, &c., it may not be improper to state that, since its conquest, 
(which, if my memory serves me, was in the year 1521,) it has been governed 
by sixty-two viceroys, and innumerable commandant generals, governors, 
and superintendents of provinces, who, according to general tradition, have 

^American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 836. At this time the writer had no 
official connection with the Government; but he was on January 28, 1823, appointed 
consul of the United States at Mexico City, the first incumbent of this post. His 
residence, according to the official record, was Pennsylvania. 
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been, with very few exceptions, as many merciless and mercenary tyrants, 
the rapacity and unfeeling barbarity of whom nothing could have withstood 
for such a length of time but a land enriched by the beautiful hand of nature 
to a most extraordinary degree, and a people born and brought up, until of 
late, in all the intolerance of superstition and ignorance, and accustomed from 
their earliest infancy to the innumerable, and I may say almost incredible 
impositions of both church and state. 

Few foreigners have, perhaps, had an opportunity of seeing as much of the 
kingdom as myself, having travelled on horseback from the port of Guay mas, 
on the Gulf of California, to almost every part of Sonora, and afterwards 
through the provinces and superintendencies of New Biscay, New Galicia, 
San Luis Potosi, Queretaro, and Mexico, to this city, a distance at least of 
seven hundred leagues, passing through all the principal cities, visiting the 
most celebrated mines, and conversing familiarly with all classes of people. 

The provinces of Puebla, Mexico, Mechoacan, San Luis Potosi, and Gua¬ 
najuato, may be termed the central ones, and, of those I have seen, the best 
watered, most fertile, most productive, and most inhabited; those that bor¬ 
der on the Gulf of Mexico are Merida de Yucatan, Oaxaca, Vera Cruz, 
New Santandero, and Texas; the second, from all accounts, beautiful in the 
extreme; and the third and last very fertile, but almost entirely uncultivated: 
those on the Pacific ocean and Gulf of California, New Galicia, Sinaloa, and 
Sonora, fertile in parts, but very scant of water; and the extensive internal 
ones of New Leon, New Biscay, and New Mexico, that reach to the latitude 
of forty-two degrees north, which have for the most part the same defect, 
and which may be called a general one throughout the kingdom, there being 
in most parts but little rain, and in no part, excepting Texas, what we would 
call rivers. Where there is an abundance of water, however, the country is 
wonderfully fertile, producing in many parts two or three crops a year, and 
yielding each time four and five hundred for one, with the singular advantage 
of a diversity of temperature within very short distances, produced by the 
greater or less elevation of the lands, the centre of the kingdom being from 
eight to twelve thousand feet above the level of the sea; so that it is not 
uncommon to see in the same market all the fruits, grains, and other produc¬ 
tions of temperate, hot, and cold climates, as is the case in this, and most of 
the principal cities. 

Before the insurrection of the year i8io, the kingdom contained six 
millions of inhabitants; and it is worthy of remark, that Providence has been 
no less lavish in the distribution of her gifts as respects mankind, than in the 
fertility and production of the earth; the natives of this country, not except¬ 
ing even the Indians, being endowed with a quickness of perception and 
ability to acquire and make themselves masters of the arts and sciences that 
is very notable, and far exceeds that of the inhabitants of Old Spain, and 
perhaps many other countries. At the above-mentioned period, the king- 
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dom may be said to have been at its acme of prosperity; the royal revenue 
exceeding $20,000,000, and the money coined at the mint of this city upwards 
of $28,000,000 annually; it has, however, ever since been on the decline, in 
consequence of the devastations committed by both parties in the long and 
cruel war carried on between the Europeans and Americans, so that the 
population cannot now be computed at more than four millions, the revenue 
at more than half of what it was, and the money coined yearly at from 
$5,000,000 to $8,000,000; this year it will probably not exceed $4,000,000. 

I have been informed that a very correct history of this insurrection, up 
to the unfortunate expedition of General Mina, has been written by a Mr. 
Robinson, and published in Philadelphia; it is useless, therefore, to say more 
on the subject than that its commencement was undoubtedly caused by the 
abuses daily committed in all branches of the Government in this kingdom, 
by the disorder in which Spain was thrown in consequence of the invasion of 
the French, and by the imprudent measures adopted in this city, one of 
which was the arrest of the Viceroy Iturigaray, and many of its principal 
American inhabitants. It is also worthy of remark that, in proportion as it 
was prolonged, the evils increased, and its symptoms became more malig¬ 
nant; the various incidents of the struggle, imbruing its character with blood, 
produced other passions, and among them those of rancor and hatred, which, 
irritated and inflamed by the inconsideration, imprudence, and want of 
policy on both sides, divided the kingdom into two parties, the Europeans 
and Americans, whose respective opinions formed essentially the war that 
destroyed both. 

Among those that contributed most to quell the insurrection was the 
before-mentioned General Don Augustin Iturbide, then colonel of the 
regiment of Celaya, and native of the city of Valladolid, in the province of 
Mechoacan. Born of European parents, and animated by a mistaken zeal, 
he was induced to embrace the royal cause, and, with a fervor and impetu¬ 
osity peculiar to his character, committed many arbitrary and violent acts, 
that in a great degriee tarnished what would otherwise have been deemed 
brilliant achievements, and over which it is necessary to draw a veil, his 
subsequent conduct having entirely effaced them from the memory even of 
those most aggrieved. Indeed, it would appear that a sense of the injustice 
he had committed, an innate conviction of the impropriety of adhering to 
the party he had espoused, and a remorse of conscience, were the principal 
causes of the change in his political sentiments; for we see him all at once 
assuming a different character, and at a moment when his sovereign had 
heaped upon him innumerable honors. 

The impossibility of re-establishing peace and quietness in the kingdom by 
the force of arms was fully ascertained during the viceroyalty of the Captain 
Generals Venegas and Calleja, of whom it may be said that they rather 
dispersed then conquered the Americans, the country being in a complete 
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state of revolt, and full of chieftains that commanded from three to six 
hundred, and even a thousand men each, and bands of robbers that infested 
the highways in September, i8i6, when the Viceroy Apodaca arrived. To 
this disinterested, good, and virtuous man is due the pacification of the 
kingdom; his penetration, skill, and humanity having suggested to him the 
propriety of laying aside the arms that had hitherto been in use, and of 
winning the affections of the people by means of persuasion, pardons, and 
premiums, who, without general officers, money, or any immediate expecta¬ 
tion of establishing the liberty of their country, and weary of the wandering 
and wretched life they had so long endured, embraced readily the oppor¬ 
tunity that presented of returning to the bosoms of their families. No 
sooner was the plan adopted than its wisdom became palpable; entire towns 
and districts yielding to the solicitations of the agents appointed by the 
Government for carrying it into execution, so that at the end of two years 
all was tranquillity, and you could travel in every direction without escort 
of arms, except that of Acapulco, between which and this city the chieftains 
Guerrero, Asensio, and a Colonel Bradburn, of Virginia, that came with 
General Mina, with about fifteen hundred men, had taken refuge, and forti¬ 
fied an almost inaccessible mountain, from whence they made predatory 
excursions. To reduce these to obedience was the ultimate object and wish 
of the Government; and, with this view. General Iturbide was invested with 
the important military command of the department of the south, that 
contained about three thousand veteran troops, and had its head-quarters 
in the town of Iguala, distant about thirty leagues from this city, on the 
direct road to Acapulco. It is proper to mention here that, a few months 
previous to his nomination, news had been received of the regeneration of 
Old Spain, and of the establishment of the constitution in that country—a 
circumstance that created great alarm in this among the clergy and friars; 
the lower class of people were also taught to believe that the planting of it 
here would be attended with the entire destruction of their long-established 
form of religion. 

The viceroy, (Apodaca,) who was now graced with the title of “ Conde del 
Venadito,'’ was also opposed to the new system, and discovered so much 
reluctance in the change of his measures, that his unwillingness and tardy 
mode of proceeding became evident to all, and gave occasion to many just 
and violent complaints that were made by its admirers, who publicly accused 
him of its infraction; while the American writers, taking advantage of the 
liberty of the press, and the confused and unsettled state of public opinion, 
called aloud for independence as the only certain remedy for the numerous 
evils that surrounded them. 

The crisis was too important and obvious to excape the penetration of our 
hero, Iturbide, who was also instigated to an immediate execution of the plan 
he had, in consequence, formed, of liberating his country forever from its 
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thraldom, by the mutiny of several of the officers of the regiment of the “four 
military orders, ” that had before given many unequivocal proofs of disaffec¬ 
tion and insubordination, which was supposed to extend to the soldiers of 
that corps, and by the departure of a convoy for Acapulco with near a million 
of dollars, that was intended to be embarked in a ship bound to Manilla, that 
he resolved on detaining. He immediately, therefore, concerted his meas¬ 
ures with the clergy and friars, and, with the specious pretext of upholding 
them in their privileges and immunities, secured their favor and protection. 
He also communicated his design to such of the governors of the provinces as 
he thought likely to aid him in the execution of it, and, on his arrival in Iguala, 
persuaded a great part of the troops under his command to join him in the 
undertaking, in the belief that the Government secretly favored it—a circum¬ 
stance that they at first readily gave credit to, from their knowledge of the 
anti-constitutional sentiments of its leading members, but in which they were 
soon after undeceived, and, in consequence, not more than a thousand re¬ 
mained faithful of those that espoused his party. The design was also made 
known to Guerrero, Asensio, and Bradburn, who pledged themselves to sup¬ 
port him in the enterprise; and, thus prepared, he openly declared the inde¬ 
pendence of the kingdom, swearing it in the most solemn manner at the head 
of his army, in the said town of Iguala, on the 24th day of February last, seiz¬ 
ing, at the same time, and appropriating to the use of the nation, the treasure 
destined for the Manilla ship. 

His next step was to form a plan for the installation of the new Govern¬ 
ment, (a copy of which I enclose, ^ and to give to his army the style and title 
of the “army of the three guarantees, ” from the protection it was to afford to 
the Catholic religion, to the independence of the kingdom, and to the indisso¬ 
luble union between the Europeans and Americans. A copy of the plan was 
immediately sent by him to the viceroy, with a letter, stating all that had 
passed, explaining his motives for having formed and adopted the new sys¬ 
tem; inviting him and the Government to aid and assist in its establishment; 
and, finally, naming the said viceroy, the Conde de Cortina, “ and the presi¬ 
dent of the royal audience, the members that were to compose the regency, 
reserving to himself the command that he had assumed of the national army. 

The viceroy, had he been left to himself, would, I believe, have assented to 
the proposal, from the vehement desire he has ever manifested to avoid the 
effusion of blood, and the miseries concomitant to a renewal of the war, as 
well as from the conviction that the plan and policy adopted by Iturbide 
could not fail to gain him innumerable friends, and to enable him, finally, to 
accomplish his views. It was necessary, however, to call to his counsel the 
members of the various tribunals of which the Government was composed, as 
well as the principal military officers, all of whom, counting on the versatility 
that had been conspicuous in the American character up to that period, re- 

^ Not printed in this collection. 
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solved, unanimously, to maintain the then existing Government, in the belief 
that the few troops that had adhered to Iturbide would leave him the instant 
the royal army should approach Iguala. 

The old favorite system of blood and murder was also upheld; but to this 
the viceroy would not consent, and an amnesty was offered to all, not except¬ 
ing Iturbide. The Field Marshal Linan was named commander-in-chief, 
and a numerous staff and army was committed to his charge. He was, how¬ 
ever, so slow in his motions, that a detachment of troops sent by Iturbide had 
taken possession of the town and castle of Acapulco, and he himself, and the 
remainder, were on their march in the direction of Valladolid before the army 
of Linan moved from its cantonment in the neighborhood of this city. 

The cry of independence was no sooner raised in Iguala than it spread in all 
parts, and an army was formed in the provinces of Puebla and Vera Cruz, by 
the Colonels Herrera, Bravo, and Santa Ana, that took possession of the cities 
of Orizaba, Cordova, and Xalapa; which was a most important conquest, the 
two former being the depots of the Government tobacco, of which a prodi¬ 
gious quantity fell into the hands of the Independents, with a large sum in 
specie—circumstances that were attended with the double advantage of 
being a powerful succor to them, and an irreparable loss to the Government, 
which counted on the remission to, and sale of, the tobacco in Mexico as its 
principal means of supporting the war. 

In this state of things, it was resolved to divide the Government army into 
three divisions: one of which, under the command of Colonel Margues, was to 
retake Acapulco; another, commanded by Colonel Hebia, to march against 
the cities of Orizaba, Cordova, and Xalapa; and the third to return for the 
defence of this capital, on the supposition that Iturbide might suddenly 
change his route, and take the city by surprise. It, however, soon appeared 
that his intention was very different, and that his object was to pass Valla¬ 
dolid, and unite with a Colonel Bustamente, of San Luis Potosi, who had 
risen at this critical period, and proceeded against the city of Guanajuato 
with a considerable part of his regiment of dragoons, declaring independence 
in all the cities and towns in the Bajio, the inhabitants of which received him 
with open arms. On arriving at Guanajuato, it also surrendered to him; and, 
as he was joined by the garrisons of the several places he passed through, 
Iturbide, on meeting him, found himself at the head of an army of five thou¬ 
sand men, including the divisions of Colonel Barragan and Major Parres, 
that left Valladolid with what troops they could seduce, as soon as they knew 
of his intention to pass that way. With this respectable force it was deter¬ 
mined to attack that city, which was the best fortified of any in the kingdom, 
and had a garrison of seventeen hundred men. It however made no defence, 
and its commandant, Colonel Quintanar, and all but about six hundred of the 
troops, went over to Iturbide. 

At Guanajuato, where is one of the richest minerals in the kingdom, a mint 
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was established, that proved afterwards very serviceable to the Independents, 
and injurious to the royal party; the silver from all the neighboring mines 
taking the direction of that city instead of Mexico. 

Acapulco remained but a short time in possession of the Independents, the 
castle having capitulated before the arrival of the division of Colonel Margues 
to two Spanish frigates that accidentally arrived there from Panama. San 
Juan del Rio, a fortified town between this city and Queretaro, was next in¬ 
vested; the siege, however, lasted but a few days; the greater part of the gar¬ 
rison, being Americans, deserted, and joined the Independents, obliging the 
few that remained to capitulate. 

The division of Colonel Hebia that had marched, as before stated, against 
the cities of Orizaba, Cordova, and Xalapa, surprised Colonel Bravo, with 
about fifteen hundred Independents, in the town of Tepeaca, about nine 
leagues from Puebla, who, unprepared for action, retired with his troops to a 
large convent of the order of San Francisco, that was constructed by Hernan¬ 
do Cortez, soon after the conquest, in the form of a fortress, to serve as a 
place of refuge for him and his followers in the event of any sudden emergency. 
Hebia had with him his own regiment of “Castile,” and other European 
troops, that equalled in number those of Bravo. A field-piece was, however, 
necessary to make a breach in the wall of the convent, and, to obtain this, he 
sent immediately to Puebla, asking, at the same time, for a reinforcement of 
five hundred men, that the success of the action might be placed beyond all 
doubt. Bravo, suspecting his intention, resolved on a sortie, with the deter¬ 
mination to cut his way and escape, as Iturbide had given positive orders to all 
his officers to avoid the effusion of blood, and to act solely on the defensive, 
from the double motive of conciliating the enemy and avoiding the butchery of 
his countrymen; sensible where one European should be killed, four or five 
Americans would fall, the number of the latter in the King’s service exceeding 
greatly that of the former. In the first and second attempts he made, he was 
unsuccessful; the third, however, proved more fortunate, and he got off with 
the loss of fifty or sixty men, killing as many of those that were opposed to him. 

This was the first action that had occurred, and the result proved highly im¬ 
portant to the independent cause; the gallant conduct of their troops inspir¬ 
ing a universal confidence, animating their companions in arms throughout 
the kingdom to a singular and unexpected degree, and demonstrating to the 
political and military officers of the Government of Mexico that they had to 
contend with a brave and determined enemy. 

Disappointed and chagrined at the result of the action, and undeceived as 
to the sort of troops he had to deal with, Hebia proceeded on his march to 
Cordova, where he was killed in the first assault, and his army obliged to retire 
from the siege by Colonel Plerrera, and the valiant troops that defended the 
city. While these scenes of glory were achieving in the provinces of Puebla 
and Vera Cruz, the siege of the city of Queretaro, one of the most beautiful in 
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the kingdom, and the third in rank as respects size, opulence, and commerce, 
was pushed with much vigor by Iturbide in person. Its garrison was com¬ 
posed of nine hundred Europeans, draughted from various regiments, and 
about six hundred Americans, all under the command of Brigadier General 
Loaces, a native of the kingdom of Peru, colonel of the regiment of Saragossa, 
and a brave and experienced officer. He had determined to make a vigorous 
and desperate defence; and, as the fate of the kingdom depended in a great 
measure on that of this city, the Government resolved to abandon that of 
San Luis Potosi, and to succor Queretaro with the European regiment of 
Zamora that was stationed there. The order to this effect was no sooner 
despatched than Iturbide knew of it, and concerted measures to surprise the 
troops on their march, which were so well executed that they found themselves 
surrounded when they least expected it by a body of three times their number, 
and compelled to surrender at discretion. This happy occurrence for the In¬ 
dependents was a deathblow to the Government, who found itself at once de¬ 
prived of the important capital and province of San Luis Potosi, that were 
immediately occupied by the Independents, and without the means of con¬ 
tributing to the relief of Queretaro, which capitulated shortly after; the 
American part of the garrison joining Iturbide, as usual, and the Europeans 
going on parole to Celaya, until such time as they could be transported to the 
Havana. These troops, to their eternal disgrace, proposed afterwards to 
their colonel to rise and march to Mexico; but he, like a man of honor, sent 
the letter to Iturbide, who immediately ordered them to be disarmed and dis¬ 
persed. 

The next action of any importance was in the neighborhood of Toluca, 
fourteen leagues from the city, between the regiment of Fernando VII., com¬ 
manded by Colonel Castillo, and a body of the Independents of an equal num¬ 
ber, under the orders of Colonel Filisola, which was indecisive, both parties 
claiming the victory, after an obstinate battle, in which more than two hun¬ 
dred were left dead on the field, and the Independents in possession of two 
cannon, that their opponents were obliged to abandon. 

At this period, General Negrete, commander of the troops in the province 
of Guadalaxara, rose with the whole of his army, obliged the commandant, 
General Don Jos6 de la Cruz, to fly from the capital of that name, where, and 
in all other parts of the province, independence was sworn; the commerce of 
the port of San Bias was also declared free to all nations. Cruz took the 
road leading to the internal provinces, with the intention, it was said, of unit¬ 
ing with Brigadier Don Joaquin Arredondo, commandant general of the 
eastern provinces, of raising an army in union with him, and of returning, 
either to reconquer his own province, or to the aid of that of Mexico. Arre¬ 
dondo had, however, already caused independence to be sworn throughout 
his district, and, on hearing this, Cruz made a halt in the city of Zacatecas, 
but, being pursued by Negrete, fled to Durango, the capital of the province 
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of New Biscay, carrying with him a large sum in specie that he found in the 
treasury at Zacatecas, which city soon after surrendered to a detachment that 
was sent against it by the commandant of San Luis Potosi. 

On the death of Hebia, the command of the regiment of Castile devolved 
on Lieutenant Colonel Luna, who, on the fall of Queretaro, was ordered to re¬ 
turn to Mexico by forced marches, in the expectation that Iturbide would now 
attack the capital. Similar orders were also sent to Colonel Margues, In 
whose division was a principal part of the insubordinate regiment of the four 
military orders.” The male inhabitants of Mexico, from the age of sixteen 
to fifty, were also ordered to enrol themselves in the militia, without excep¬ 
tion of distinction of persons, and every possible precaution was taken to pre¬ 
vent a surprise and maintain the city until such time as an answer should be 
received to despatches that had been sent to Spain, or troops should arrive 
that were expected from the Havana. 

All this, however, was not sufficient to allay the rancor that a certain part 
of the community had conceived against the viceroy, nor to convince them of 
his upright intentions, or extinguish the sparks of insubordination I have 
already hinted at in some of the European troops, which, from the first, was 
more immediately directed at his person than at the Government. A report 
was, therefore, industriously circulated that he was in secret correspondence 
with Iturbide, and that there was no real intention to defend the city, not¬ 
withstanding the preparations that were ostensibly making for its protection: 
the whole a prelude to the scandalous revolution of the 5th of July, which had 
for its object the arrest of that most excellent man, and, without doubt, was 
accomplished by dint of money paid by the merchants to the officers that 
took part in the affray, who had the temerity to secure the persons of their 
colonels and other principal military men opposed to their project, to assault 
the palace and make a prisoner of the viceroy, and afterwards, the audacity 
to place against its gates and the corners of the principal streets, for the in¬ 
formation of the public, who were so many witnesses of their atrocity, a paper 
setting forth that he had of his own accord, and at the respectful petition of 
the officers of the European regiments, delivered the political and military 
command of the kingdom to Field Marshal Don Francisco Novella, the per¬ 
son they had pitched upon as the leader of the faction. 

This gentleman had under his command the various corps of artillery and 
engineers that existed in the kingdom; and as his education and occupation 
until now had been altogether confined to that line, you will readily imagine 
him entirely unfit for the discharge of the arduous and complicated duties of 
viceroy of these extensive provinces. 

Indeed, he himself was sensible of his incompetency, and very prudently 
declined the offer; as unsuitable, however, as he was, there was no other 
person they could avail themselves of that was less so, and the same necessity 
that compelled them to name him obliged him to accept the appointment. 
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From a Government constituted by the insubordination of a few soldiers 
that had the vanity to compare their iniquitous conduct with the noble 
enthusiasm of the Spanish nation, which, tired of obeying tyrants that abused 
the goodness of their monarch, rose in a mass to recover the rights of which 
they had unjustly been deprived, no good was to be expected; and we see it 
employed from its very commencement in destroying the constitutional 
regimen, of which it did not leave a vestige, and in substituting the most 
arbitrary and tyrannical system that it is possible to imagine; all of which was 
fomented and sanctioned by a body that Novella had created, with the de¬ 
nomination of the “Junta Consultiva,” composed of a few individuals who 
had contributed with their money to place the power in his hands, were 
furious at seeing approach the expiration of their authority, and with senti¬ 
ments diametrically opposed to the system of liberality and philanthropy at 
present predominant. 

At the time these scenes of horror were transacting in the capital, and to 
which I myself had like to have been a victim, notwithstanding the great 
prudence I observed in my deportment, a bloody occurrence took place in 
Vera Cruz in consequence of the storming of that city by a party of troops 
commanded by an inconsiderate but brave young officer named Santa Ana, 
who scaled the walls and got complete possession of the town, but was after¬ 
wards obliged to retire with great loss, his soldiers having abandoned their 
arms with a view to plunder, and the inhabitants setting upon them when in 
that defenceless state. 

The city of Puebla de los Angeles, the largest in the kingdom except Mex¬ 
ico, next attracted the attention of General Iturbide, in front of which was a 
large army of Independents composed of the divisions of the Conde de la 
Cadena, Herrera, Bravo, Filisola, and others, that only awaited the orders 
of their general to make the attack, and to prevent which, and the loss of 
many valuable lives, he went in person, preferring, in all cases, the plan he 
had from the first adopted of reducing his enemies by means of persuasion 
and negotiation rather than by force of arms. The fate of Puebla was all- 
important to the Government in the critical situation in which it found 
itself, being one of the chain of fortified towns that connect Mexico with 
Vera Cruz, to which port it had resolved to retire with the European part 
of the army and inhabitants, in the event of not being able to sustain itself in 
the capital. Puebla was, therefore, well garrisoned, served with an ex¬ 
cellent park of artillery, and defended with many cannon of a large calibre, 
so that its commander-in-chief, Brigadier Don Ciriaco Llano, the Marquis 
de Vivanco, and other experienced officers stationed there, had, until the 
last, sanguine hopes of being able to defend it. Iturbide, however, called to 
his assistance a part of the army he had left in Queretaro, and surrounded 
the city with so many troops that resistance would have been nothing short 
of an act of madness; it therefore capitulated. 
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On the surrender of Puebla, the army of Iturbide, which had now aug¬ 
mented to the number of about eighteen thousand, and which was composed 
entirely of veteran troops that had been disciplined in the King^s service, and 
had gone over to him clandestinely, or joined him on the fall of the various 
cities he had conquered, received orders to march in separate columns to 
different towns in the neighborhood of Mexico, with the intention of mani¬ 
festing to the Government of that city the folly of any further resistance. 
It was, however, entirely in vain that the general had adopted this prudent 
measure; in vain that one or two praiseworthy citizens had ventured to reason 
on the subject with Senor Novella; and in vain that he was assured he could 
not rely on more than one-third part of the troops that composed the garri¬ 
son. War! war! was the cry of him and his Junta Consultiva, and the motto 
they wore on their hats, and that worn by all their officers and troops, was, 
“ Vivir y morir fieles y utiles,'' 

Iturbide, after having rested a few days in Puebla, and partaken of the 
effusion of gratitude manifested towards him by the good people of that city, 
was on the point of leaving it, with the intention of fixing his head-quarters 
near the town of Chaleo, and directing from thence the attack that was to 
have been made on Mexico, when he received a letter from Lieutenant 
General Don Juan O’DonojiS, who had recently arrived at Vera Cruz, in¬ 
forming him that he had been named by the King of Spain captain general 
and political chief of the kingdom, and had accepted the appointment at 
the solicitation of his friends, the representatives of America in the Cortes of 
Spain; that he had risked his health and life, and sacrificed his convenience, 
at a period when he intended to retire from the public service, without any 
other desire than that of acquiring the love and esteem of the people of New 
Spain, and without other sentiments than those of tranquillizing the disas¬ 
trous inquietude that reigned in the kingdom—not by consolidating or 
perpetuating the despotism that existed, or prolonging the colonial depend¬ 
ence, or falling into the errors or imitating the defects of many of his prede¬ 
cessors in supporting a system of government, the tyranny and injustice of 
which arose from the barbarity of the age in which it was established, but 
by reforming the ideas of the misled, calming the passions of the exasperated, 
and pointing out to the people generally the mode of obtaining with security, 
and without the horrible sacrifice they were making, the happiness which the 
illustration of the era in which they lived had induced them to seek after, 
and which no rational person could disapprove. He also required Iturbide 
to appoint a place at which they could have an interview, and realize the 
sincere and ardent desire he had to prevent the evils and misfortunes in¬ 
separable to a state of hostility, until such time as the treaty they might 
conclude, founded on the basis of the plan published in Iguala, should be 
ratified by the King and Cortes. 

What a blow was this to the existing Government of Mexico, and to those 



i6io 


PART IX: COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEXICO 


that preceded it since the year i8lo! what a contrast to their iniquitous and 
shameful mode of proceeding! The wise and beneficent O’Donoju, reading 
the public papers of the Independents, applauding the enterprise of their 
hero Iturbide, confirming his ideas, commending his virtues, and desiring 
his friendship, as he does in the conclusion of his letter; while the intrusive 
Novella and his Junta Consultiva, in imitation of their barbarous predeces¬ 
sors, Vanegas and Calleja, were persecuting with unrelenting fury, and almost 
to death itself, those that communicated with the Independents, or in whose 
possession should be found any of their seditious writings; proscribing the 
chiefs of the revolution, and heaping upon them every species of reproach 
and ignominy! 

But the scene had changed; the star of liberty that rose in our own country 
had happily spread its influence in the more eastern and western hemispheres, 
and displayed to the world the criminal conduct of the Caligulas and Neros 
that had for such a length of time dishonored Spain and abused human 
nature. 

This letter of O’Donoju, with another that he wrote to Sr. Novella, was 
sent by Iturbide to the Mexican Government, accompanied with a proposal 
for the suspension of arms until such times as the definitive treaty should be 
signed in Cordova, the city named by Iturbide as the point of conference. 
Novella would, however, hear nothing of the sort, and the letters were de¬ 
clared spurious, notwithstanding that Sr. Alcocer, a venerable curate of this 
city, who had been intimately acquainted with O’Donojii in Spain, proved to 
the Junta the identity of the signatures, by showing others that he had in his 
possession; which contumacy on the part of Novella exasperated Iturbide so 
much that he set off for Cordova, leaving orders with his generals for the im¬ 
mediate occupation of the towns of Tacuba, Tacubaya, Azcapuzalco, and 
Guadalupe, neither of which was distant more than half a league from Mex¬ 
ico, and all of them in possession of the European troops. 

This was an unexpected circumstance to Novella and the Junta, who had 
the folly and vanity to suppose they could frighten the Independents from 
the execution of their plan by means of the silly proclamations they almost 
daily issued, in which they affected to despise their number, challenged them 
openly to commence the attack, and declared the Generals Luaces and Llano 
traitors to their King and country for having surrendered the cities of Quere- 
taro and Puebla. The heroes of Tepeaca, Cordova, and Toluca were, how¬ 
ever, not so easily scared, and a column of fifteen hundred men sent by Colo¬ 
nel Bustamente against Azcapuzalco presented to the inhabitants of Mexico 
the sight of a most bloody and desperate action that took place between them 
and an equal number of the regiments of Castile and military orders that 
composed the garrison of Azcapuzalco, the result of which was at least six 
hundred killed and wounded, and the abandonment of the town by the Euro- 
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that were stationed in Guadalupe, by means of cannon placed on a neighbor¬ 
ing hill; and while this operation was carrying on by a part of the Independ¬ 
ents, and others were taking possession of Tacuba and Tacubaya, from both 
of which towns the Europeans had retired, an aid-de-camp arrived with a 
copy of the treaty of Cordova, concluded between General O’Donojti and 
Iturbide, and an order from the former to Sr. Novella, commanding him to 
obey him as captain general of the kingdom, to cause him to be recognised as 
such by the troops, to cease all hostilities from the instant he should receive 
the order, and to adopt measures for the evacuation of the city. This per¬ 
emptory mandate on one side, and the near approach of the Independents on 
the other, placed Novella, the Junta, and their European troops in an awk¬ 
ward predicament; inasmuch as, if they obeyed the order, they would be sub¬ 
ject to arrest and trial for the scandalous imprisonment of the late viceroy; 
and if they refused compliance, to be treated as rebels against the King’s au¬ 
thority: their object, therefore, was to shelter themselves from the punish¬ 
ment they had justly deserved in the best manner they could. And, with 
this view, although they were perfectly convinced of the presence of O’Donojli 
in the kingdom, and of the reality of the treaty signed in Cordova, they never¬ 
theless affected to doubt the truth of one and the other, alleging that all 
might be a stratagem of Iturbide; and on this frivolous pretext refused to 
evacuate the city. On the deposition of the Conde del Venadito, the Junta 
Provincial Ayuntamiento, and other bodies corporate, hesitated to acknowl¬ 
edge the authority of Novella, but were obliged to do so eventually, from the 
fear of the bayonets he had at his command. 

Now, however, that they were surrounded by the Independents, and 
backed by O’Donojli, they openly protested against his proceedings, and, in 
consequence, he was obliged to ask for an armistice, and compelled to send 
one of the Junta Consultiva to Puebla to ascertain, as he said, the identity of 
the captain general. This envoy, who had hitherto been one of the most 
strenuous supporters of the measures of Novella, and one of the most active 
members of the Junta, received such a fright from the lecture O’Donojti gave 
him, that he immediately returned, explained fully to Novella all that had 
passed, and forever afterwards ceased to meddle in the matters at issue. 
Novella was also inclined to succumb, and would have renounced his employ, 
had it not been for fear of the troops; he having lost all authority, and they 
having usurped the command, so that the city was in the utmost anarchy and 
confusion, and dreading at every instant a general massacre and pillage, with 
which it had been threatened daily for near a month, and which would most 
assuredly have succeeded had it not been for the proximity and number of 
the Independent army, that cut off all possibility of escape for the European 
troops, whose idea was to commit all sorts of enormity, rob what they could, 
and take the road for Vera Cruz. 
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and dangerous to do so in a friend; every thing like social intercourse was at 
an end; those that could with any sort of convenience leave the city, fled: and 
those that were obliged to remain, sought security in their houses; so that, in 
this once populous metropolis, there was scarce a soul to be seen. In this 
state of things, the Generals O’Donoju and Iturbide arrived at Tacubaya, 
and the former had an interview with Sr. Novella, in the course of which he 
gave him to understand the impropriety of his conduct in resisting the legiti¬ 
mate authority as long as he did, the impossibility of defending the city, and 
the certainty of the massacre of the Europeans, should it be taken by assault; 
remonstrated with him respecting the insubordination of the troops, pointed 
out to him the illegality of their conduct, and enjoined him to prevent the 
effusion of blood, by exercising the little influence he had with the subaltern 
officers and soldiers, in the understanding that he would not take upon him 
to scrutinize their conduct in the arrest of the late viceroy, but leave them to 
exculpate themselves in the best way they could on arriving in Spain. The 
following day news was received of the surrender of the city of Durango and 
General Cruz to General Negrete, after an obstinate resistance, in the course 
of which many lives were lost, and the declaration of independence in the 
western internal provinces, under the command of Field Marshal Alexo Gar¬ 
cia Conde; so that if the soldiers of Novella had before any hope, it now en¬ 
tirely disappeared, and, in order to avoid a disgraceful capitulation, were 
obliged to acknowledge the supremacy of General O’Donoju, obey his orders 
by evacuating the city, and march to that of Toluca, there to wait until it was 
convenient for them to embark. 

To complete the independence of the kingdom, there was now wanting the 
declaration of the province of Merida de Yucatan, which followed almost im¬ 
mediately the surrender of Acapulco, the castle of Perote, and Vera Cruz; the 
two former of which capitulated soon after, and the latter has, without doubt, 
ere this followed their example, advice having been received yesterday by the 
Government that it was on the eve of surrendering. The province of Guate¬ 
mala, which has always been a separate viceroyalty from that of Mexico, was 
also sensible of the general impulse, and, desirous of becoming an integral 
part of the Mexican empire, has likewise sworn independence, which, without 
doubt, will extend to its neighboring provinces, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and Veragua, so that we may from this instant consider North America, 
with the exception of Canada, as divided into two grand and important 
commonwealths, that may, with the aid of those that are forming in South 
America, be able, in the course of time, to give the law to the opposite 
continent. 

I am very far from believing myself possessed of the qualities necessary to 
treat with the energy and exactness that it merits a subject of the importance 
of that on which I have ventured to write, and certainly should not have 
had the temerity to have touched upon it, had it not been for the particular 
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situation in which I found myself, an eye-witness of all that passed, and from 
the conviction I have ever been under, that each individual is bound to 
contribute towards the good of his country to the utmost of his ability, be it 
great or small. With this view, therefore, I shall, now that I have finished 
my narrative, take the liberty to add a few remarks, and to say, in the first 
place, that the revolution which I have attempted to describe is not one of 
those that have been accomplished by means of unbridled passions, cruelty, 
rancor, or revenge, but, on the contrary, has, from its commencement, been 
accompanied with brotherly love, patriotism, disinterestedness, truth, and 
good faith; so that the more I reflect on its origin and progress, the more is 
my admiration excited, and the more am I tempted to exclaim that America 
has produced two of the greatest heroes that ever existed —Washington and 
Iturbide. Secondly, that the new Government is established on a sure and 
solid foundation, the people being highly delighted with it, and the sub¬ 
ordinate chiefs, officers, and soldiers having one and all implicitly followed 
the example of moderation set them by their magnanimous leader, who, to 
obviate strife, envy, and emulation, has absolutely refused the crown, and 
insisted that the Emperor shall come from Spain, as he first proposed in the 
town of Iguala. Indeed, the plan there published has been adhered to with 
the most religious scrupulosity, except the slight variations made in it by the 
treaty of Cordova, at the suggestion of General O’Donoju; and the empire is, 
in consequence, governed by a regency of five of its most distinguished and 
enlightened statesmen, who have elected General Iturbide President, and 
appointed him commander-in-chief of the land and sea forces, and by a 
convention of thirty-six of the principal personages in the empire, as respects 
talents, rank, and riches. The independence is to be sworn in this city on the 
27th instant, and the Cortes are to meet on the 24th of February next, the 
anniversary of the declaration in Iguala. In the mean time, the convention 
will be employed in enacting the most salutary decrees; and among those 
already passed is one declaring the commerce of this empire free to all 
nations; another, doing away all the arbitrary taxes, impositions, and excises 
imposed by the former Government; a third, reducing the duties from sixteen 
to six per cent.; a fourth, for the encouragement of the miners,relinquishing 
to them the quota of silver formerly paid to the King, with other imposts 
that amounted to seventeen per cent.; so that many poor minerals that could 
not be worked before, can now be used to advantage; and a fifth, recognising 
and making the new Government responsible for the debt contracted by the 
old one, of thirty-six millions of dollars. 

That there is a strong bias in the minds of the people of this country in 
favor of the Government and citizens of the United States in preference to 
all other nations, is beyond a doubt; and that the convention, of which four- 
fifths are native Americans, and the Regency, which is composed entirely 
of them, are actuated with the same sentiments, is also certain. On this 
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subject I have had various conferences with the leading members of the 
administration, whose sentiments will be fully explained to you shortly by 
Don Juan Manuel de Elizalda, the minister plenipotentiary that is already 
named, and now preparing to go to Washington, where I have no doubt he 
will be received and acknowledged as the representative of a free and inde¬ 
pendent nation; the Mexican empire being so at this time to all intents and 
purposes, in the first place, by the unanimous wish and consent, power and 
authority, of its inhabitants; and, secondly, by the treaty signed at Cordova, 
between the Generals O’Donojii and Iturbide, the deputed agents of Spain 
and this empire. 

Your most obedient [etc.]. 
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Jos& Manuel Herrera, Secretary of State of Mexico, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Mexico, November 30, 1821, 

Sir: Our Provinces having withdrawn from the Spanish Government, the 
Capital being occupied by our armies, and the authorities being established, 
which conformably to the Plan proclaimed in Iguala, and to the Treaties 
concluded in Cordova are to govern this vast Empire until the installation of 
the constituent national Congress; the Governing Regency immediately 
thought it a primary obligation upon them to communicate with all despatch 
to the Nations these great events, which have gloriously terminated our war 
of liberty, an object of the utmost importance which for eleven years has 
kept the politicians of the whole world in suspense. 

The People of Mexico are now free and independent; but animated with 
the tenderest sentiments of humanity, and guided by principles of the purest 
philanthropy; at the same time that they refuse to submit to the yoke of 
foreign domination, they are desirous of being united to all Governments by 
means of friendly alliances and connections, which being founded on reason 
and good faith may insure the inestimable gift of peace, may be the fruitful 
source of prosperity to the Universe. 

The United States of North America have a preferable right to demand 
of the Mexican Empire these considerations the more just and reasonable 
because they are supported by the well known maxims of policy; and even 
nature herself has separated these nations from Europe by immense seas, 
and placed them upon the same continent: this has doubtless taken place 
that they might make common cause in reciprocally supplying their necessi¬ 
ties, and cooperating for their mutual felicity. 

1 MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, I. 
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With these laudable views I have the honour to communicate to you, 
Sir, by order of the Governing Regency, the triumph of the Mexican Patriots 
commanded by the immortal Iturbide, to whose talents, virtues, and in¬ 
defatigable vigilance, a Colony, enslaved for three centuries, owes the restora¬ 
tion of its rights, and its elevation to the rank of a Sovereign nation, as its 
population, its wealth, and its intelligence demand. 

Herewith are sent a collection of the numbers of the Imperial Gazette 
published to this date, and some other publications which afford an idea of 
the present state of this Empire, in order that you may be enabled to lay 
the whole before this Supreme Government, until our envoy come, who will 
not delay coming legally authorized, and according to the formalities pre¬ 
scribed by the Law of Nations to manage the affairs which it is proper to 
promote, by communicating the relations that are to be brought forward 
between two Nations destined to be united in the bonds of the most intimate 
and cordial fraternity. 

The Bearer of this is Don Santiago [James] Smith Wilcocks worthy, from 
his honour and probity, of this confidence which I promise myself he will 
execute with the zeal which he has manifested to me. 

Deign, Sir, to accept [etc.]. 
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Josi Manuel Herrera, Secretary of State of Mexico, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Mexico, September 24, 1822. 

The letter of the 23d of April last ^ in answer to that of the 30th of Novem¬ 
ber ® which I had the honour to address to you accompanied with Imperial 
Gazettes and other public papers containing important information con¬ 
cerning this new State, was handed to me by Mr. James Smith Wilcocks with 
a collection of official prints relative to the public affairs of that country. 

Much as I have been gratified with the polite expression announcing the 
cordiality of the just and well founded relations which will very soon unite our 
two friendly nations, the information that the worthy President of the 
United States will appoint a Minister to represent their interests near this 
Government, has been exceedingly flattering to me, and as it is desirous 
of giving to its neighbours of the North the most solemn proof of the desires 
which it entertains for their friendship and good understanding, it has ap¬ 
pointed with due power and authority as Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 

1 MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, I. 

2 Not printed in this collection. 

* See above, pt. ix, doc. 869. 
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ister Plenipotentiary, His Excellency Don Manuel Zozaya, who will have 
the honour of delivering you this in person, hoping that he will meet in 
that Republic the most kind reception, which the noble and generous 
sentiments, manifested towards this new Empire gives reason to expect by 
anticipation. 

I had already formed a high opinion of Mr. Smith Wilcocks, and given 
him unequivocal proof how much his virtues were appreciated. In future 
my exertions shall be redoubled to render him comfortable, that he may 
understand how powerfully the recommendation, which you have been 
pleased to give me of this person, weighs with me. 

I pray you, Sir, to accept [etc.]. 
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Letter of credence to Josi Manuel Zozaya^ Mexican Minister to the United 

States ^ 

[translation] 

Mexico, September 25, 1822. 

Augustine by Divine Providence and by the Congress of the Nation, 
First Constitutional Emperor of Mexico and Grand Master of the Imperial 
Order of Guadaloupe. 

Whereas having come to the occupation of the Throne of the Mexican 
Nation by the free and solemnly declared votes of all its inhabitants it is one 
of my first cares to promote and solicit the recognition of the Independence 
among the Foreign Powers with which the Empire is desirous of establishing 
and maintaining relations of amity and good understanding: it being my 
duty to appoint for this purpose Ministers duly authorized who in quality 
of Envoys Extraordinary and previously obtaining the recognition of said 
Powers, may stipulate and adjust with the Ministers who on their part may 
be appointed, the Treaties and Conventions most advantageous to the 
respective States: Therefore having full trust and confidence in you D. 
Jos6 Manuel Zozaya my honorary Counsellor of State, that you will faithfully 
execute so important a mission, from the proofs which you have given of 
capacity and zeal in the service of your Country, I have given you as by these 
presents I give and grant to you all my power in virtue of the authority 
vested in me as the elected and sworn Emperor of the Mexican Empire, 
that going to the City of Washington the Capital of the United States of 
North America, in the character of my Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary near the Supreme Government of that Republic, you solicit 
the recognition of the Independence of this Empire of Mexico, and having 
^ MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, I. 
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obtained it, that you treat, conclude and sign in my name the stipulations 
and conventions which the interest of both Nations may require with the 
Minister or Ministers equally authorized for that purpose, considering as I 
now consider as valid and binding whatever you may thus treat, conclude 
and sign, and offering upon my word that I will observe and fulfil it, as if it 
had been concluded and signed by myself, urging and causing to issue the 
letters of ratification in due form and commanding them to be delivered that 
they may be exchanged at the time agreed upon. In faith of which I have 
ordered to despatch these presents signed by my hand, sealed with the seal 
of the Empire and countersigned by my underwritten Secretary of State and 
of Despatch of interior and exterior relations in Mexico the twenty fifth of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty two, second of Inde¬ 
pendence. Agustin—^Jos6 Manh de Herrera—^Your Imperial Majesty 
appoints as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary near the 
Government of the United States the honorary Counsellor of State, Don Jos6 
Manuel Zozaya. 
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Tost Manuel Zozaya^ Mexican Minister to the United States^ to John Quincy 
Adams^ Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, April 4, 1823 [?]. 

Sir: Before undertaking my journey for New Orleans which will be on 
Wednesday next, I have received from the actual Secretary of State of the 
Government of Mexico the following communication: "By the accompany¬ 
ing Documents your Excellency will be informed of the change of Govern¬ 
ment which has taken place in the Mexican Nation you will therefore give 
to that Cabinet information of our Political regeneration which all the 
SFation has received with the greatest enthusiasm and jubilee. God pre¬ 
serve your Excellency many years. Mexico 4th of April 1823, third of 
[ndependence and second of liberty. Jos6 Ignacio Garcia Yllueca'". I 
lave the honor of transcribing to your Excellency this communication and 
to accompany it with such Documents as may prove useful. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, I. 
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T, Reilly, Vice Consul of the United States at Vera Cruz, to John Quincy 
Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Anchorage of Sacrificio, October 2 

Sir: The departure of Mr. Taylor for the U. S. & the Commission of Vice 
Consul, which that Gentleman left me, render it my duty to inform You, that, 
on the 25th of September two days after the sailing of the U. S. Ship Hornet 
from V Cruz the Spanish Garrison of St Juan de Ulloa [San Juan de Ulda], 
commenced hostilities against that City, by a fire of shot & shells, which with 
short intervals of rest, has continued to this day, it is true with very little in¬ 
jury as yet, to the City. The Mexican forts have always answered this fire, 
it is impossible to foresee the termination of this warfare, but as it may in its 
consequences compromise American property to a large amount, I doubt not, 
the subject will receive from our Government, the attention which it merits. 

Herewith I transmit you, copy of my letter on this subject,^ to the Com¬ 
manding Officer of the U. S. Naval forces in this quarter. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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T. Reilly, Vice Consul of the United States at Vera Cruz, to Commodore David 
Porter, commanding the United States Squadron at Thompson's Island * 

Anchorage of Sacrificio, October 4, 1823. 

Sir: Forty eight hours after the sailing of the U. S. Ship Hornet from the 
Port of Vera Cruz, the Castle of St John de Ulloa [San Juan de Ultra] opened 
its fire, on the Town & forts of Vera Cruz, which has continued from the 25th 
of last month to this day, at intervals, always answered by the Mexican forts, 
the injury done on either side is very trifling but commerce is driven from V. 
Cruz & must resort to other Points. Alvarado, a Bar harbor, 36 miles SE 
from this place, admitting vessels of ii feet, is the Point, which in all prob¬ 
ability, will be most resorted to. 

It is impossible to foresee, the termination of these hostils. & should the 
Spanish Authorities of Cuba, support the Governor of Ulloa, in his mad at¬ 
tack, it is somewhat probable, that a blockade of Alvarado & of the Mexican 
Coast generally may be undertaken, in such an event, the property of Citi¬ 
zens of the U. S. to a considerable amount, may be placed in imminent haz¬ 
ard, & will require to relieve it from jeopardy, some interference on the part 
of our Government & of our naval force. 

1 MS. Consular Letters, Vera Cruz, I. 

2 See following document (874). 

3 MS. Letters, Vera Cruz, L Enclosure in Reilly to Adams, which see above, pt. ix, 
doc. 873. 
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There are at present, in the Port of Alvarado, the Sch^ Fame of Philad*^., & 
a Sch' from N Orleans—the Brig George & the Sch^ Tom^ both of Philad'^., 
sail from this Anchorage, on to’morrow for the same Place, several vessels 
richly laden are dayly expected from the U. S. & a large amount in Specie be¬ 
longing to our Citizens & intended to be shipped for our Country is dayly 
looked for from the Interior. 

I deem it my duty to apprize you of these circums*®. Your Patriotism & 
vigilance, leave no doubt, you will promptly adopt, such measures as the case 
may require. 

With much respect [etc.]. 
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r. Reilly, Vice Consul of the United States at Vera Cruz, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Alvarado, October 13, ifej. 

Sir: I had the honor to address you, c/o Sch*" CaweZZa,informing of the rup¬ 
ture & hostilities, between the Spanish garrison in the Castle of Ulloa, & the 
Mexican Government, the latter has, on the 25th ulto, issued a Declaration 
of War against Spain, & the contending Parties, are dayly engaged at Vera 
Cruz, in the exchange of shot & shells. 

I again beg leave, to sollicit the necessary attention of our Government, to 
the commerce of the U. S. in this quarter, Alvarado will at present, with diffi¬ 
culty admit vessels drawing 10 feet, those of greater draft must proceed to 
the anchorage of Pun to Lozardo W. NW of this 21 miles, or to that of Sacri- 
ficio, in the same direction 30 miles, where they will find shelter from the 
heavy gales of this season, but no protection from pirates or the depredations 
of Spanish Cruizers, which may be sent on this Coast, A Vessel of War of the 
U. S. would be sufficient to protect our Trade to this Country, which is al¬ 
ready of great value & will probably increase much, in consequence of the 
prohibition against the Spanish Flag. The most convenient station, for such 
Vessel of War, would be at the Anchorage of Sacrificio, 3 miles SE of Vera 
Cruz. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ MS. Consular Letters, Vera Cruz, I. 
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William Taylor^ United States Consul for Vera Cruz and Alvarado^ to John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

New York, October 25,1823. 

. . . For several days prior to my departure, there was much disorder 

in Vera Cruz. All intercourse was prohibited with the Castle. The old 
Spaniards fled there for protection. And Lamaur, the General of the Castle, 
like most other animals when about to loose [sic] their prey, flew into a most[?] 
passion—& threatened to batter down the Town, unless Gouvern?’ should 
desist from what he called their offensive measures. Which amounted only to 
this, to wit, Gouvern^ determined to make Sacrificio—(4 or 5 miles from 
Vera Cruz) a Port of entry—to shut up Vera Cruz, prohibit all intercourse 
with the Castle, and thus, leave Lemaur to Lord it over the empty harbour of 
Vera Cruz, a measure that will, if persevered in by Gouvern^ soon put them 
in possession of the Castle. On the evening of the 23rd ult° was the time 
Lemaur threatened to fire upon the City. When the Hornet sailed, his 
matches were lighted, and yet notwithstanding all this “dreadful note of 
preparation” I am inclined to the belief—that nothing further has tran¬ 
spired—because the Houses in Vera Cruz belong mostly to Spaniards. 

I am [etc.]. 
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William Taylor, United States Consul for Vera Cruz and Alvarado, to John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Alvarado, March 2g, 1824, 

I was two days in Vera Cruz—from 6 in the evening until 8 in the morning 
the Castle kept up a constant fire. Throughout the day not one gun was 
fired—by other party. The City has not suffered as much as might have 
been expected—five hundred dollars would repair the damages sustained by 
any one House. 

1 MS, Consular Letters, Vera Cruz, 1 . 
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William Taylor, United States Consul for Vera Cruz and Alvarado, to John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Alvarado, October 20, 1824. 

. . . Yucatan still continues her intercourse with Cuba, but Santana, 

having from some cause or other resigned the Govern[or]ship of that State, 
His Successor, who has not yet sailed hence, will doubtless shut the Ports of 
Campeachy & Sisal ag^ Spanish Commerce, when the event of last winter 
may reasonably be expected to be renewed. 

The castle of San Juan de Ulua remains in statu quo. If it is ever given up, 
it will not be until this Gouvernment shall have acquired the aid of some 
maritime Power. Their own exertions amount to nothing. There is a 
strong and marked preference shewn to the English owing to their loans.— 
Whilst our recognition of their Independ^ passes for nothing, since it was 
unaccompanied by aid of any sort. 
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William Taylor, United States Consul for Vera Cruz and Alvarado, to Henry 
Clay, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Alvarado, April 8,1825, 

The Agents of this Gouvernment are trying the force of Intrigue with the 
new General of the Castle of San Juan de Ulua, Coppenger. It is whispered 
about that their prospects are good. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1 MS. Consular Letters, Vera Cruz, I. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to James Smith 
WilcockSy United States Consul at Mexico ^ 

Puebla, May 15, 1825, 

Dear Sir: I have this moment received your letter of the 12th. instant,^ 
in which you mention your conversation with the Secretary of State, on the 
subject of my reception. I wish you would say to him, that the government 
of the United States will be much flattered and I highly gratified, that this 
government should adopt the republican simplicity of our form of receiving 
foreign Ministers; provided that form be general. To receive every minister 
from a foreign state exactly in the same manner as that state receives minis¬ 
ters accredited to it, would- be very objectionable. Every court in Europe 
has its own forms, which are applicable to all. The rank of the Envoy makes 
the only distinction in his mode of reception. For instance, a Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary from the United States of America is received with the same 
forms and ceremonies at the court of St. Petersburg as a Minister from Aus¬ 
tria, Paris or London, altho’ the reception of a Russian Minister at Washing¬ 
ton is attended with precisely the same ceremonies as that of all other Minis¬ 
ters, that is to say, with as little as possible. The same observation applies 
to the courts of London, Paris, Madrid The Minister from Mexico was 
received by the President of the United States at Washington in the same 
manner and with the same forms and ceremonies as those from Paris, St. 
Petersburg or London. 

I repeat, therefore, that if it be the intention of this government to regard 
my reception as a precedent, I shall not be satisfied, but highly gratified, to 
be received with the utmost republican simplicity. But the government of 
the United States, after its generous and disinterested conduct towards these 
countries; after having by negociation and example so largely contributed to 
the recognition of their Independence, would have just cause of complaint, 
if any distinction, derogatory to its character, were to be made between the 
reception of its Envoy and that of any crowned head in Europe. 

1 am [etc.]. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I, enclosed in Poinsett to Secretary of State, June 4 f 
1825, which see below, pt. ix, doc. 884. 

2 The following is the portion of Wilcocks’s letter of May 12 referred to: 

As the British Commissioner had been received here with great ceremony, I asked 
the Secretary of State, in an informal conversation I had with him, in what manner you 
would be received. He replied, that as yet no particular form or etiquette had been 
established by the Government for the reception of foreign Ministers; but in your case, 
similar attentions in eve^ respect should be paid to you, as were manifested by our 
government to their Minister at Washington—which, I presume, will be none at all. 


881 


Address of Gtcadalupe Victoria^ President of Mexico^ to the British Chargi 

d'Affaires, May 31,1825 ^ 

The ties which have heretofore bound this nation to a power of Europe 
being dissolved forever, she has assumed of right that rank, to which the 
Laws of nature and the will of her people entitle her, and placed herself on the 
list of independent and sovereign nations. 

Already we have reached this fortunate state, and the justice of that great 
people who sustain the liberties of the world, has yielded the respect due to 
our rights and to the stability, which their profound policy has recognized in 
the United Mexican States. 

We are placed beyond the reach of dangers—the revolution is terminated 
—our institutions are organised—the sources of our national wealth are 
opened, and every interest is identified with the honor and existence of the 
Republic. By these results our Independence and our Liberty are confirmed. 
The glorious struggle has resounded throughout the world, and its ultimate 
objects are accomplished. Great Britain has recognised us free and inde¬ 
pendent. 

I have every reason, then, to be assured, that the mutual friendship of both 
nations will be perpetuated by the causes, which have led to the expression 
of these sentiments. My best wishes are cordially identified with the pros¬ 
perity of the British nation. 

I cannot but express my satisfaction, that a person so worthy has been 
charged with the affairs of Great Britain near the Republic. 
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Address of Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Guadalupe 
Victoria, President of Mexico, June i, 1823 ^ 

Most Excellent Sir; In presenting to your Excellency the credentials 
which have just been read, it affords me the highest satisfaction to place them 
in the hands of a person so distinguished, not only for his heroic efforts in the 
cause of the Independence of his country, but for his devoted attachment to 
civil liberty. 

The United States of America recognise the right every nation possesses to 
adopt the form of government it may judge best adapted to its circumstances 
and most likely to secure the happiness of its people. It cannot however, 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I, enclosed in Poinsett to Secretary of State, June 4, 
1825, which see below, pt. ix, doc. 884. 
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be denied, that they regarded with deep interest the political movements of 
this country and the final decision of the Mexican people. It is with un¬ 
feigned satisfaction, that they have seen the only free government that bor¬ 
ders on them, erect itself into a sister republic, and it has been peculiarly 
flattering to them, that it should have made choice of a Federal Constitution 
so similar to their own. They ardently hope, that it may contribute in an 
equal degree to the prosperity of the people it governs. 

The principles, upon which the right of Independence has been maintained 
in these countries, are not only identical with those, upon which that of the 
United States of America was asserted and achieved, but rest upon the same 
imperishable foundation—the sovereignty of the people and the unalienable 
rights of Man. To a cause reposing upon such a basis, the people of the 
United States could not be indifferent. From the first dawning of the Inde¬ 
pendence of these states, their sympathies have been with great unanimity 
and constancy enlisted in its favor; they have watched its struggles and vi¬ 
cissitudes with intense interest, and have rejoiced like brothers in its success¬ 
ful termination. The sentiments of the Government of the United States of 
America have been in perfect harmony with those of their people, and their 
political course such as was prescribed by their relative duties to all parties. 
At an early period of the struggle between Spain and her colonies, they con¬ 
sidered it in the light of a civil war, in which both parties were entitled to 
equal rights. They have never ceased by their negociations to exert then- 
influence with Spain and the other nations of Europe in favor of the American 
States; and have frequently represented to the former the policy of conclud¬ 
ing a peace with her late colonies. 

As soon as it appeared, that Spain had no longer any prospect of maintain¬ 
ing her dominion over these countries, and that they had established govern¬ 
ments of their own, and within a year after Mexico had declared her Inde¬ 
pendence, the United States acknowledged it by a solemn act, which passed 
their Congress with unexampled unanimity. They have since declared, that 
they would not regard with indifference any attempt on the part of the 
powers of Europe to wrest it from them. In this act of recognition, they took 
the lead of the whole civilised world, and gave an example, which has since 
been followed by the freest government of Europe, and which, by this act, 
has shewn itself to be the most magnanimous. 

It is by no means my intention in this recapitulation of the course of policy 
pursued towards these countries by the United States of America, to boast of 
services rendered, or to solicit any favors in return. The United States will 
require no privileges for their citizens from this government, which they will 
not be willing on their part to accord to the citizens of Mexico. They wish 
only to see the friendly relations between the two countries so extended and 
harmonized as to promote the welfare of both; and that the first foundations 
of the permanent future intercourse between them should be laid in principles 
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lot only benevolent and liberal in themselves, but consistent with the policy 
ind interests of both governments. 

The President of the United States of America has confided to me full 
powers to conclude Treaties of limits and of commerce, and I cannot but con¬ 
gratulate myself in having been chosen by him to form the first political 
relations between two sister republics, which, from their position, their policy, 
ind their mutual interests, must forever be united in the strictest bonds of 
friendship. 


883 

Reply of Guadalupe Victoria^ President of Mexico, to the address of Joel 
Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, June i, 1823 ^ 

Two nations fortunately bordering on each other, find themselves still more 
strongly united by the important relations of that liberty, which both enjoy, 
by the fundamental laws which govern them, and by that community of 
interests, which, in the balance of the world, has identified the fortune and 
the destiny of the United States of North America with the destiny and for¬ 
tune of Mexico. 

This great people, on being relieved from their humiliating guardianship, 
fixed their eyes on the examples set them by the people of the North, and the 
remembrance of the Father of American Liberty, of George Washington, is as 
grateful to them as that of the heroes, who have here laid with their blood the 
foundations of Justice, Peace and Philanthropy. 

I must Excellent Sir, in conformity with the wishes of the United Mexican 
States, congratulate myself, with all to whom the liberty of America is dear, 
that the bonds that unite these nations, which have with so much dignity 
raised their heads and sustained the lights of the new world, should be drawn 
closer and closer. 

It is with the utmost satisfaction, that I recognise in your Excellency the 
Representative of a friendly and sister Republic, and that I offer you the sen¬ 
timents of my highest consideration. 

1 MS, Dispatches from Mexico, I, enclosed in Poinsett to Secretary of State, June 4, 1825, 
which see below, pt. ix, doc. 884. 





1626 


PART IX: COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEXICO 


884 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, June 4, 1825, 

Dear Sir: On the ist of June, I was received by the President of the Unit¬ 
ed Mexican States, at a public audience, at which the foreign Ministers, 
Secretaries of the government, and Deputations from the Ecclesiastical, civil 
and military authorities of the general government assisted. Mr Ward, the 
Charge des Affaires from His Britannic Majesty, had been received the day 
before, with precisely the same forms and ceremonies, I understand the 
only difference to have been, that on his reception, those who were cited alone 
were present; whereas on the ist, the room was crowded to suffocation with 
Senators, Members of Congress, and respectable inhabitants of the city. I 
availed myself of the opportunity to set the conduct of the United States to¬ 
wards these countries in its true light. I thought such an exposition abso¬ 
lutely necessary after the speech of the President of these states to the British 
Charge on the preceding day. 

IT IS MANIFEST THAT THE BRITISH HAVE MADE GOOD USE OF THEIR TIME AND 
OPPORTUNITIES. THE PRESIDENT AND THREE OF THE SECRETARIES OF STATE 
TREASURY AND ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS ARE IN THEIR INTEREST. WE HAVE A 
VERY RESPECTABLE PARTY IN BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS AND A VAST MAJORITY 
OF THE PEOPLE ARE IN FAVOR OF THE STRICTEST UNION WITH THE UNITED 
STATES—THEY REGARD THE BRITISH WITH DISTRUST. 

The papers ^ that accompany this are marked A. B. C. D. A. a letter to 
Mr Wilcocks, on the subject of my reception at this court. B. The Presi¬ 
dent’s speech on the reception of the British Charg6, who did not reply or 
pronounce any discourse. C. my discourse to the President. D. His reply. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, June 15,1825. 

This government has received official information of the dispersion of the 
royalist forces, commanded by Gen. Olaneta in Upper Peru. The main body 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. The portion of this document printed in small capital 
letters was received in cipher. 

2 See above, pt. ix, under the respective dates May 15, (doc. 880); May 31, (doc. 881); 
June I, (doc. 882); and another of same date (doc. 883). 

® MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. 
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of his army, which was in Cochabamba, has gone over to the Patriots. Boli¬ 
var writes, that there is no longer any occasion for his presence in Upper Peru, 
and declines marching his forces any further into that country. He consid¬ 
ers the war terminated there, and urges this government to send their dep¬ 
uties to Panama earlier than was before proposed (October next), expressing 
his earnest wishes, that the meeting may not be delayed later than July next. 
The object of hastening the meeting of this American Congress is, doubtless, 
to concert measures for attacking Cuba. 

Proposals were made to these States by the government of Colombia, 
through their Minister here, to make a joint attack on Cuba. The subject 
was fully discussed by Congress in secret session, and they finally resolved 
that such an enterprise would be inexpedient at present. One reason urged 
was the fear, that Great Britain might be opposed to the Independence of 
Cuba, as they suppose, that nation would apprehend a similar movement in 
Jamaica, the fact however is that they have ambitious views on 

THAT ISLAND, AND WOULD PREFER UNDERTAKING THE EXPEDITION WITHOUT 
the AID OF COLOMBIA. THE PEOPLE OF CUBA HAVE AGENTS HERE AND IN 
COLOMBIA IN ORDER TO SOLICIT THE AID OF THOSE GOVERNMENTS. I AM DIS¬ 
POSED TO BELIEVE THAT THEY FLATTER BOTH WITH THE EXPECTATION, THAT 
CUBA WILL UNITE ITSELF TO THEM. HERE THEY CONFESS TO ME THAT THEY 
HAVE DONE SO WITH A VIEW OF STIMULATING THIS GOVERNMENT TO UNDER¬ 
TAKE THE EXPEDITION. THEY ASSURE ME THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD GIVEN 
HIS WORD TO USE HIS INFLUENCE IN FAVOR OF THE PROJECT WITH CONGRESS 
WHICH IS TO BE ASSEMBLED IN JULY OR AUGUST, AND TOLD THEM THAT ONE 
MILLION WAS SET APART TO DEFRAY THE EXPENSES OF THE EXPEDITION. 
THE INDUCEMENT HELD OUT TO THE PEOPLE OF CUBA TO BECOME A PART OF 
THIS CONFEDERATION IS, THAT GREAT BRITAIN HAVING RECOGNISED THE INDE¬ 
PENDENCE OF MEXICO, THAT OF CUBA WOULD BE SECURED, IN THE ACT OF 
BECOMING A STATE OR STATES OF MEXICO. I TOOK OCCASION LAST NIGHT TO 
SPEAK TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON THE SUBJECT. HE DID NOT DENY THAT 
I WAS ACCURATELY INFORMED AS TO THE DISPOSITION OF SOME MEMBERS OF 
GOVERNMENT TO ANNEX CUBA TO MEXICO, BUT ASSURED ME THAT HE, HIMSELF, 
WAS OPPOSED TO IT, THE GREATER SECURITY AGAINST THIS EVENT WILL BE 
IN THE JEALOUSY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA, AND IN THE DISPOSITION 
OF THE PEOPLE OF CUBA. BOTH OUGHT IMMEDIATELY TO BE OPERATED UPON. 
I HAVE NO MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH OUR MINISTER AT BOGOTA. 




1628 


PART IX: COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEXICO 


886 

Lucas Alamdn, Secretary of State of Mexico^ to Joel Roberts Poinsett, U^iited 

States Minister to Mexico ^ 

National Palace of Mexico, August 16 , 1823. 

Most Excellent Sir: I have the honor to enclose to your excellency, num¬ 
bered I to 5, copies ^ of the communications received by this Government from 
their agent in Jamaica, and of a paragraph from a Kingston Gazette, which 
he sends with them. Whatever degree of credit may be given to the intelli¬ 
gence of the union of French maritime forces in Martinique, to the number of 
28 sail, and which is founded on two notices, confirmatory of each other, the 
fact appears undoubted that a French squadron, composed of two ships-of- 
the-line, seven frigates, and two brigs, passed Cape St. Nicholas, sailing in 
the direction of Havana, since, as your excellency will see by the copy No. 
4, the commander of the Colombian schooner-of-war, the Zulma, gives offi¬ 
cial notice to his Government of his having fallen in with it, and of having 
spoken one of the frigates. By the paragraph of the Jamaica Gazette, copied 
in No. 5, your excellency will see that it is said, although on information less 
certain, that French troops had disembarked in the island of Cuba, and that 
its capital was about to be garrisoned by French troops. Supposing only so 
much of all this to be true as is absolutely incontestable, which is, that a 
French squadron, composed of nine large vessels and two smaller, has ap¬ 
peared off the coast of the island of Cuba, sailing in the direction of the 
Havana, and immediately the question occurs. What is the object of this 
force? Undoubtedly, it will not be pretended that it is to protect the French 
commerce in the West Indian seas, for it is very well known that in them it 
has no other enemies but the pirates, who are enemies to all nations, and 
against these, it is clear, there would not be sent large vessels united in squad¬ 
ron ; neither can it be said that these vessels have for their object the island 
of St. Domingo, because it would always be asked wherefore they were di¬ 
rected towards the Havana? And even should such excuses be alleged in¬ 
stead of an admissible explanation, they would only, in the present state of 
these countries, call to mind the cordon sanitaire, under pretext was organized 
on the frontiers of Spain, the very Army which was to invade it. If it is pre¬ 
tended that a French squadron may go to the Havana without causing well 
founded alarm, because that place is in the possession of Spain, it should be 
remembered that Havana is the headquarters of the Spanish forces in the 
present war against the American continent. From thence have issued the 
reinforcements and every description of supplies for the Spanish Army which 
fought in Colombia, and from thence the Spanish garrison of the Castle of 
San Juan de Ulloa still maintains itself; so that even in the case when the 
Spaniards of the Havana would receive no direct aid from the French forces, 

^ American State Papers, Foreign Relations, VI, 364. 

* Not printed in this collection. 








these, by placing that bay under shelter, give to the former the means of at¬ 
tacking us, by leaving them at liberty to dispose of their ships-of-war against 
us, and even of their land forces. This reasoning would be much stronger, if, 
as reported, the fortresses of the Havana have been garrisoned by French 
troops, under whatsoever pretext those may have been delivered up to them; 
for such a measure can produce no other effect than to leave the Spanish 
forces free to undertake expeditions against the continent. Under whatever 
aspect this extraordinary and secret union of French forces in Martinique be 
considered, and, much more, their employment on the island of Cuba, the 
President of this Republic can do no less than see in it an act positively hos¬ 
tile against the independent States of America, or, at least, so suspicious that 
it justly demands the attention of this Government. That of your excel¬ 
lency has declared, in the most solemn manner, that it will never consent that 
any third Power interfere in the existing question between Spain and the 
independent States of America which formerly were part of her dominions. 
The conduct of France, in the step to which I refer, is certainly an interfer¬ 
ence which, for being dissembled, is not more excusable. The President, 
therefore, directs me to inform your excellency of these important events, 
and to request that you will be pleased to bring them to the notice of your 
Government, from whose friendship he hopes that it will ask of that of his 
most Catholic Majesty such explanations as the case requires, which may 
serve also as a rule of proceeding to these States, which, in the meantime, 
under these circumstances, will find themselves obliged to adopt that line of 
conduct with respect to France which may be dictated by prudence and the 
necessity of preserving their dignity and political existence. 

The President flatters himself that the Government of your excellency will 
see in this step a new and distinguished proof of the confidence and reci¬ 
procity of interests which happily exists between both nations. 

I have the honor [etc,]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Lucas Alamdn, Secre¬ 
tary of State of Mexico ^ 

Mexico, August 77, 182s. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s note 
of the 16th instant,2 together with the copies of the communications which 
this Government has received from its agent in Jamaica, and of a paragraph 
From the Gazette of Kingston, numbered from one to five. 

^American State Papers, Foreign Relations, VI, 365. 

2 See above, pt. ix, doc. 886. The enclosures are not printed in this collection. 
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In compliance with his excellency the President’s desire, I shall immediate¬ 
ly transmit them to my Government, not doubting that the President of the 
United States will take measures to obtain the explanations which his excel¬ 
lency the President of these States solicits him to ask from his most Catholic 
Majesty. 

I beg your excellency to assure the President that in the declaration made 
by the late President of the United States, in his message to Congress of the 
2d of December, 1823, respecting the policy it would become the United States 
to adopt in the event of any interposition of the Powers of Europe in the con¬ 
test between Spain and the independent States of America which formerly 
formed a part of her dominions, he spoke the sentiments of the whole nation; 
and that the present President cherishes the same feelings towards these 
countries, and entirely coincides in the views and principles laid down in that 
message. 

Although the reunion of so large a French force in the island of Martinique, 
and the information received by this Government of the appearance of a 
numerous squadron of the ships-of-war of that nation in the vicinity of the 
island of Cuba, are certainly calculated to alarm the fears and to excite the 
suspicions of this Government as to the ulterior views of his most Catholic 
Majesty, and not only justify but call for measures of precaution, I cannot 
abstain from observing to your excellency that these movements do not 
necessarily imply hostile intentions on the part of France towards these 
countries, and that it will be politic that the measures this Government pro¬ 
poses to take with regard to France should not be of a nature to give just 
cause of complaint to his most Catholic Majesty, if it should hereafter appear 
that the reunion of so large a force in Martinique and the movements of the 
French squadron in the West India seas were entirely unconnected with any 
designs of that Government against the Americas. 

I trust his excellency the President will attribute this expression of my 
opinion to the only motive which can actuate me—my earnest solicitude for 
the peace and security of this country. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, August 17,1825. 

Sir: I received this day a note from the Secretary of State, dated on the 
i6th instant, a translation of which accompanies this letter, together with my 

^ American State Papers, Foreign Relations, VI, 364. 
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replymarked A, and B. The intelligence communicated by the agent of 
this Government at Jamaica of a large French force being collected at Mar¬ 
tinique, and of the appearance of a squadron of French vessels-of-war off the 
western cape of the island of St. Domingo, directing their course towards 
Havana, has produced a great sensation here, and a strong disposition exists 
on the part of the Executive and of Congress to take very decisive measures 
against the French residents and against the commerce of that nation; a dis¬ 
position which I shall use every exertion to soften and restrain within due 
bounds. 

The Charge d’Affaires of his Britannic Majesty despatches this evening a 
courier for London, by the way of New York, to convey intelligence of these 
events to his Court. He waits for my letters, and I have not time, therefore, 
to write so fully by this opportunity as I could have wished. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Mexico, August 21, 1825, 

The correspondence respecting the reported movements of the French 
fleet on the West India seas, which accompanied my last letter, was attended 
with circumstances which I had not then time to communicate. 

The intelligence was received on the 15th instant by the Secretary of State. 
On the morning of the i6th he called upon the charg6 d'affaires of his Britan¬ 
nic Majesty and showed him the letters from the agent of this Government at 
Jamaica. Mr. Ward came immediately to me to consult what was to be 
done, and expressed a wish that we should act in concert. As I had not seen 
the Secretary nor the letters to which he alluded, I could only reply that I 
was perfectly willing to do so, provided this Government, in their communi¬ 
cations with us, placed both our Governments on precisely the same footing. 
He immediately went to the palace and saw the Secretary of State, to whom 
he explained his desire that the notes to be addressed to us should be verbatim 
et literatim the same. Late in the afternoon the Secretary called on me and 
exhibited the letters he had received from Jamaica, and which induced him to 
believe that France entertained hostile intentions against this country. In 
this conversation I assured him of the friendly disposition of the United 

^ For Alamdn's note of the i6th and Poinsett's reply of the 17th see above, pt. ix, docs. 
886 and 887. 

2 American State Papers, Foreign Relations, V, 909. 
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States, and that they would not view with indifference the occupation of the 
island of Cuba by France, especially if it was the result of any hostile views 
towards Mexico; but, at the same time, hinted that the imprudent conduct of 
some of their commanders might have induced Spain to cede that island to 
the French, rather than have it wrested from her in the manner proposed by 
Santa Anna, of which they were fully aware. . . . 

When Mr. Ward was informed that the Secretary had said nothing to me of 
his interview with him, nor of his intention to make the notes to be addressed 
to us on this subject similar, he waited on the President and reiterated his 
request. The President, after assuring him that this should be done, de¬ 
clared that he himself was ignorant of the arrival of this important intelli¬ 
gence until he saw it published in the Sol, . . . 

On the ensuing day, notes, couched in exactly the same words, were 
received by both Mr. Ward and myself. I objected to the language and 
waited upon Mr. Alaman to state my objections. The original note—after 
stating that we had declared, in the most solemn manner, that we would 
never consent that any third power should interpose in the question be¬ 
tween Spain and her former colonies, and that the conduct of France, on this 
occasion, is certainly an interposition, which, however cloaked, is not the less 
inexcusable—goes on to say: ^‘The President, therefore, instructs me to in¬ 
form your excellency of these important occurrences, so that, by bringing 
them to the notice of your Government, it may demand of his Most Catholic 
Majesty such explanations as the case requires.’* 

I told the Secretary that the declaration of the President and the known 
friendly disposition of the Government and of the people of the United 
States towards these countries did not confer upon this Government the 
privilege of demanding our interference as a right. He expressed his readi¬ 
ness to alter the phraseology of the note, and it was done. . . . The 

note to his Britannic Majesty’s charg6 d’affaires was afterwards altered in 
the same terms, and the substance of our answers corresponded. 


890 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[decodification q 

Mexico, September 22, 1825, 

Sir: I have just received information which I deem important you should 
be made acquainted with, as early as possible. A Secret Agent of this Gov- 
1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. 
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eminent writes to the Secretary of State that the (views) of France on this 
Country (were) revealed to him, as he declares, by de Villele. They are 
to prevail upon the King of Spain to renounce his right to Mexico in favor of 
Francisco de Paula, the youngest of the Spanish Mise-r-bo-ns (Bourbons); to 
send that Prince to Havana, where a large force is to be collected; to land him 
at the head of this force on some part of this Coast; to endeavour to negotiate 
with England, by stating that France feels every disposition to follow the 
example of Great Britain, by recognizing the independence of the Spanish 
Colonies, but that the form of Government those States have thought proper 
to adopt presented a serious obstacle to her taking such a measure; but which 
might be removed by the establishment in those Countries of limited Mon¬ 
archies. The Circumstances which induce me to give some degree of Credit 
to this Communication are, that this Agent is an old Spaniard, and writes to 
Alaman, who was known during his residence in Europe to have been of (the) 
Bourbon faction in this Country; the proposal made formerly by France, that 
this Prince might be permitted to travel in Italy and France, to visit his Re¬ 
lations there, which at the time was refused by the King of Spain; he was the 
prince dis-na-ted (designated) by the Spaniards {who) in the plan of Iguala, 
the existence of a faction in this Country in favour of the Bourbons, and 
because this plan will enable France to co-operate against the American 
Republics secretly, money alone being required to carry such a scheme into 
execution. From [w] obvious reasons, Great Britain will be opposed to a 
Bourbon being placed on the throne of Mexico. 

Alaman laid this Communication, dated the 17th June, before the Presi¬ 
dent on the 15th Instant, who the next day submitted (it) to the British 
Charge d'Affaires. Nothing has been said to me on the subject by the Presi¬ 
dent or Minister, altho’ I see the latter daily. I was aware of the existence of 
this Communication for some days past, but could not discover the nature of 
it until this morning. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, September 24, 1825, 

Sir: Yesterday the Secy of State communicated to me the information 
contained in my despatch N®. 20.^ The Circumstances were slightly varied, 
only, however, as to the date and channel thro’ which this Govt, had received 
the Intelligence. He made on the same day a similar Communication to the 

^ MS, Dispatches from Mexico, I, 

* See above, pt. ix, doc. 890, Poinsett to Clay, September 22, 1825. 
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Charge d’Affaires of His Britannic Majesty, not being aware that the Presi¬ 
dent had previously shown to that Gentleman the Letter of their Agent in 
Paris. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsettj United States Minister to Mexico, to Rufus King, United 
States Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Mexico, October 10,182$, 

Dear Sir: I wrote to you, a few days ago, an account of the difficulties I 
had encountered in my negociations with this government, all arising out of 
their pre-existing treaty with Great Britain. As circumstances have occurred 
which render it necessary that I should again address you on the subject, I 
will briefly recapitulate what has passed, lest my former letter should not 
have reached its destination. 

In the 4*^ article of the Treaty between Great Britain and Mexico, the 
principle of the most favored nation is established, with an exception in favor 
of those nations which formerly were Spanish possessions, to which Mexico, 
from the fraternal ties that unite them, might accord privileges not be to ex¬ 
tensive to Great Britain. My objections to this exception were, that it was 
contrary to the interests of America that such distinctions should be made, 
and that, altho’ from the circumstance of Treaties having been concluded 
upon a different basis with the other Republics of America such a provision 
would be of no avail, still a war between the United States and any of those 
Republics might dissolve those treaties and place it in the power of Mexico 
to favor our enemies without violating her engagements with us. 

On asking H. B. M.’s Charg6 des affaires how he came to consent to this 
provision in the Treaty, he assured me, that the Plenipotentiaries on the part 
of G. B. only consented to its insertion because they were shown the Treaty 
between Mexico and Colombia, concluded and ratified here, and which con¬ 
tained this agreement. They were compelled therefore to accept this condi¬ 
tion or make no treaty. I then urged him to address a note to this govern¬ 
ment, setting forth the reasons which alone had induced the Plenipotentiaries 
of H. B. M. to accede to this exception, and inviting this government to ex¬ 
punge it from the Treaty, since, by the non-ratification of their Treaty with 
Colombia, those reasons no longer existed. Mr. Ward adopted this course. 
Some time after, the Plenipotentiaries of Mexico proposed to me, to allow 
them to insert the exception, with the condition to be mutually bound by 
what should be finally agreed upon between G. Britain and Mexico. Of 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I, enclosed in Poinsett to Clay, October 12, 1825, which 
see below, pt. ix, doc. 893. 





DOCUMENT 892: OCTOBER 10 , I825 1635 

course, I rejected so degrading a proposition, and, among other reasons, 
stated, that if G. Britain ratified the treaty with an exception so injurious to 
her commerce, her only motive could be to create distinctions, which might 
divide the Republics of America, whereas it was our interest and that of both 
the Americas, that they should be closely united. This opinion became pub¬ 
lic, for there are no secrets in Mexico, and opened Mr. Ward’s eyes to what he 
imagines to be the true interests of Great Britain. In consequence, he with¬ 
drew his note, and set about forming an European party in opposition to that 
he thinks organised by me. Both those measures are, in my opinion, impol¬ 
itic and calculated to prejudice the interests of Great Britain. The with¬ 
drawal of his note has confirmed the opinion I had expressed, and the attempt 
to form a party strictly European in this country will only produce the effect 
of confounding Great Britain with the other European powers, whereas it 
appears to have been her policy, as it is manifestly her interest, to separate 
herself as much as possible from them in relation to American affairs. I never 
have confounded Great Britain with the powers of Europe that are hostile to 
the independence and liberties of these countries. I have considered her 
interests identified with ours in the cause of American emancipation and in 
the defence of free government, and came here disposed to make common 
cause with her Envoy for the extension of liberal principles of trade for the 
mutual protection of our industry and capital and for the diffusion of more 
tolerant religious sentiments. In this sense 1 have hitherto acted; but if 
Great Britain seeks to divide the Americas, or strives to destroy the princi¬ 
ples of Republican Government which are taking root in these countries, or 
to create a party strictly European and therefore adverse to our interests, her 
Ministers must not complain if we exert all our influence to counteract their 
views. If I were inimical to the interests of Great Britain in these countries, 
I would invite such a contest; I am not, and therefore deprecate it. It 
does not appear to me to be consistent with the policy of Great Britain to 
provoke it; 1 can venture to predict, that it will not prove her interest to do so. 

Learning that Mr. Ward was about to dispatch a courier to London and 
presuming that his object was to communicate to Mr. Canning his fears with 
regard to the influence he supposes me to have acquired here, and its prob¬ 
able effects upon the interests of Great Britain; as well as the new views he 
had taken in relation to the Treaty, I sought an interview with him and frank¬ 
ly explained my opinion of the course he seems disposed to pursue—of its 
impolicy and inefificacy. I am afraid, he thinks that I have made a tool of 
him, and is vexed and mortified because he was induced to send in the note 
protesting against the exception made in the 4th article of the Treaty; there 
certainly was no intention on my part to injure him or the interests of the 
nation he represents by advising him to take that step. In my opinion, the 
interests of Great Britain have been much more seriously affected by the with¬ 
drawal of that note. 
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I thought it useful that you should be made acquainted with what has 
passed here, in the event of Mr Canning saying any thing to you on the sub¬ 
ject. I am aware, that Mr. Ward has very exaggerated notions of the extent 
of my influence here, and I fear, not very correct ones of my disposition 
towards Great Britain,. You, who have long known me, will not hesitate to 
believe that whatever influence I may possess, has been acquired fairly and 
that it will be exerted honorably. It certainly shall not be exerted against 
the interests of Great Britain, unless, by the acts of her own agents, they 
become confounded with those of the European powers that are hostile to 
this Hemisphere. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsettt United States Minister to Mexico ^ to Henry Clay^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[decodification] 

Mexico, October 72, 182^, 

Sir; Circumstances have occurred between the Charge d'Affaires of Great 
Britain and myself which have induced me to write to Mister King. A copy 
of that letter marked A is herewith inclosed.^ Knowing that we have very 
important negotiations pending in London and aware of the character of 
Canning I thought it proper that M'. King should be in possession of the facts 
and be enabled to give any explanation that may be required. I informed 
you shortly after my arrival of the state of parties here. The English had 
been so long in peaceable possession of the field that they had secured an over¬ 
whelming influence in the Cabinet. The President from peculiar circum¬ 
stances was disposed to favour them. Immediately after the fall of Iturbide 
and while Victoria was in Jalapa he had several interviews with a certain 
MacKey who declared himself to be agent of the British Government. He 
communicated the result to the newly established executive at Mexico. By 
that correspondence it appears that the English agent proposed that Mexico 
should grant certain commercial privileges to Great Britain as the price of 
the recognition of her independence, by the latter. Victoria was rather dis¬ 
posed to comply with these terms but the other members of the executive 
thought differently and the agent was despatched to London with an am¬ 
biguous answer inviting that Government to send Commissioners assuring 
M'. Canning of the disposition to receive them in the most friendly and cor¬ 
dial manner and insinuating the possibility of their obtaining whatever privi¬ 
leges they might demand. Victoria therefore on the arrival of the Com- 


1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. 


2 See above, pt. ix, doc. 892. 
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missioners considered the establishment of the friendly relations between the 
two countries as peculiarly his own work and was most forward in the atten¬ 
tions that were shown them. You are aware of the extent of those last 
attentions and of the enthusiasm with which they were received. When Mr. 
Ward who went to England with the report of the Commissioners returned to 
Mexico he brought a very flattering and friendly letter from Canning to 
the President which produced the effect he had supposed it would and bound 
Victoria still more closely to the English interests. The British Commis¬ 
sioners paid great court to Tornel the secretary of the President a vain and 
venal man who exercises great influence over his chief. Aleman who is cer¬ 
tainly a man of talents but suspected with reason of an European bias gave in 
to the views. I before told you that he received a salary from a British 
mining company. Esteva the secretary of the Treasury was intimately 
united with Eldeman [Alamin?]. Not satisfied with the influence they en¬ 
joyed a scheme was coasted (planned) by them in conjunction with Santa 
Maria the Minister from Colombia and the Countess of Regia a pretty creole 
possessed of great shrewdness and exercising great influence over Victoria to 
turn out Don Pablo de la Llave the Minister of Justice and Ecclesiastical 
affairs and to appoint the Bishop of Puebla in his place. This man is an 
European by birth and an insidious and dangerous enemy to these countries. 
He played a distinguished part in the elevation of the usurper Iturbide. At 
the period of the formation of this plot, I was made acquainted with what was 
passing. La Llave had retired to the country awaiting the event without an 
exertion but Ramos de Arispe another priest his friend a man of an active 
intriguing character who had been a deputy of one of the Mexican provinces 
in Spain and while there brought frequently in collision with the Bishop of 
Puebla, opposed himself vigorously to the appointment of the latter and find¬ 
ing that he could not prevent it procured himself to be appointed chief 
officer in that department this movement and a declaration made by Llave 
that he would appeal to the public and expose the intrigues of the trio pre¬ 
vented the Bishop from accepting the appointment [w]. He had taken a 
house here and was expected when Esteva went to Puebla suddenly and in 
consequence of that interview as it is supposed the Bishop refused the ap¬ 
pointment. The party formed in the senate against Aleman was gradually 
becoming formidable and he must have yielded to it and have retired. His 
fall was however hastened by a personal pique between him and M'. Ward 
which induced the latter to exert his influence direct and indirect with the 
President to obtain his dismissal. Aleman became aware of the combination 
against him and resigned. Esteva who saw that the fall of his associate was 
inevitable had already abandoned him. Ramos Arispe used every effort to 
induce the President to appoint Michelena the late envoy to London to the 
post vacated by the resignation obstacle (of) Aleman but Victoria has a per¬ 
sonal feeling against Michelena. He both dislikes and fears him and there- 
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fore resisted the efforts of Arispe and his friends. He has appointed a young 
man from Jalapa very little known one Camacho. Michelena and Arispe 
have been selected by the President to go to Panama but the latter assures me 
that they will not both go. It is rumoured that in order to induce Michelena 
to go on this Mission Arispe is to be appointed Minister of grace and justice 
in the place of la Llave who resigns. Arispe is a man of talents daring and 
intriguing. He professes the warmest zeal in the cause of America de¬ 
clares himself anxious to promote my views and has been useful to me but I do 
not repose entire confidence in him or his professions. The fall of Alaman 
struck the European party with terror. Esteva hastened to assure me of his 
earnest desire to see our countries united and an American system formed on 
the principles he knew I had at heart. The President sent me word that he 
wished to have an interview with me and not withstanding I requested that 
he would appoint a time when it might be convenient to him to receive me, he 
insisted on coming to me. Our interview was very friendly and in the course 
of it he gave me repeated assurances of regard for the United States and of 
his American sentiments. He had been indisposed towards me by the lan¬ 
guage I was compelled to hold in relation to the island of Cuba. I explained 
the sentiments of my government on that subject and he declared himself 
satisfied. I believe that their plans on Cuba may now be controlled and the 
executive is not quite so ardent in the prosecution of them. The President is 
a very good man with no bad dispositions but he is very vain and is badly 
surrounded. He listens to the tales of his secretary Colonel Tornel and of 
Esteva; the first is a very bad man without a single redeeming quality. He 
is striving to supplant Obregon in the Mission to the United States. I be¬ 
lieve him to be in the pay of the British Charge d'Affaires. Esteva is a man 
of great activity and of some talents; he came over to the American party 
only because he perceived the impossibility of sustaining himself independ¬ 
ently of it but on the day that he declared himself to me, he told the grossest 
falsehoods of me to M'. Ward which occasioned in a great measure the differ¬ 
ence between that gentleman and myself. The state of society here is 
scarcely to be credited. I hardly know a man however high his rank or office 
whose word can be relied on and many of the leading members in both houses 
will receive a bribe to advocate a private claim with as little scruple as you 
would have received a fee to argue a cause before the Supreme Court; from 
such men I would have kept aloof had I been permitted to have done so, but 
they sought me and I found it necessary to form a party out of such elements 
as the country afforded or to leave the English masters of the field. The lat¬ 
ter are now as much alarmed as they were formerly confident of their ascend¬ 
ency. They cannot conceal either their mortification or fears and M'. Ward 
has despatched a messenger to Mr. Canning with the most exaggerated ac¬ 
counts of my influence. I only wish one half of what he believes were true. 
His want of tact and overwrought exertions may contribute to establish that 
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influence he so much dreads. We have received intelligence that the treaty 
between Mexico and Great Britain has not been ratified in London. Mr. 
Morier will probably return to renew the negotiations. 

M"". Ward after making a sort of amende honorable thro’ a mutual friend M*^. 
Francis Baring has just called upon me and I unhesitatingly assured him that 
the alterations in the treaty which his Government was desirous to obtain 
should not meet with any opposition on my part but on the contrary should 
have my cordial support. They relate as I understand to the 7, 8 and 14*^. 
articles of that treaty. 

It is I believe settled that Michelena and one Domingues who was Minister 
of Justice under Iturbide govern (go) to Panama. 

The country is tranquil and I see no cause to fear any convulsion except 
that in a republic without virtue and with a large standing army, there is 
always danger. I have represented forcibly to these people that they cannot 
assemble a large force on any one point without great danger to the liberties 
of the country and that the return of a successful or of a defeated army from 
Cuba would be attended with risk; the first would be elated and devoted to 
the chief who had led them to victory and in the event of defeat they might 
attribute their disasters to the Government at home and be disposed to effect 
a revolution. There is some danger too from that provision in their constitu¬ 
tion which forbids the reelection of the President. Victoria and his friends 
will abandon the power they now have with great reluctance. It is evident 
to me that he looks upon the termination of his reign with disgust and I 
never loose [sic] an opportunity to flatter him upon his attachment to liberty 
as the surest foundation of his future fame because it appears to me that his 
virtue requires to be sustained. Ramos Arispe who like all shrewd creoles 
sees beyond the truth says that the attachment of Victoria to the English 
springs from his ambition that the continental powers of Europe are all 
desirous of seeing monarchies established throughout America and each 
anxious to see those dignities conferred upon one of their own family. Great 
Britain in order to avoid such a result might assist in placing a Mexican upon 
the throne of Mexico he assures me that he knows these to be the views of the 
President. I very much doubt whether he had ever any such hopes but the 
augmenting strength of the republican and federal party will convince him of 
the impossibility of realizing them if he did ever entertain them. 

I ought to inform you that in my opinion the President Victoria is not 
and never will be a friend of the United States. He is apparently reconciled 
to me but I know he dislikes me. His favorite projects were first to create a 
confederacy of the Spanish American States at the head of which the superior 
population and resources must have placed Mexico. In this idea he was en¬ 
couraged by Santa Maria the Colombian Minister who is a Mexican; to 
conquer Cuba and annex that island to Mexico and if possible to induce 
Guatemala to unite herself with Mexico. The development of these plans 
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and their defeat, as I hope, he attributes in a great measure to me. Santa 
Maria has resigned, but Colombia ought to know that he is a Mexican. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


894 

Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to MexicOy to Henry Clajy Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, October 2 p, 1825 ^ 

Sir: The Junta formed here for the purpose of effecting the independence 
of the island of Cuba propose to send Agents to England and to the United 
States in order to get up an expedition to invade that island. The Cabinet 
likewise finding much opposition to its views in Congress has resolved on the 
arrival of the vessels of war now fitting out in the United States and of a 
squadron which is expected daily from Colombia and which has been sub¬ 
sidized by Mexico, to put on board of these vessels two thousand men to send 
them to cruize off Cuba and to land the men on some convenient point of the 
island where they expect to be joined by the patriots. Provided this expedi¬ 
tion carried out a large supply of money and arms the object may be attained 
but as that cannot be done without the consent of Congress which the 
Government anxious to conduct this enterprize with secrecy will not ask, it 
appears to me that the attempt will fail and produce only the most disas¬ 
trous consequences. What I most dread is that the blacks may be armed 
and used as auxiliaries by one or both parties I am somewhat afraid too that 
an ineffectual attempt on the island of Cuba may induce Spain to cede it to 
France. This Government does not know that I am acquainted with their 
designs and I cannot therefore speak openly on the subject but I shall 
endeavour to make them sensible of the vastness of the attempt they 
meditate. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, 1 . 
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Guadalupe Victoria, President of Mexico, to John Quincy Adams, President of 
the United States, through the Mexican Legation at Washington, 
November i, 1825 ^ 

[translation] 

The President of the United Mexican States to our great and good Friends 
the United States of North America. 

Great and Good Friends: 

As soon as the establishment of a liberal system permitted the Government 
of this Nation, to pay attention to its interests, as forming a part of inde¬ 
pendent America, it was agreed in a Treaty of alliance, concluded with the 
Republic of Colombia, to invite the other free nations of the American 
Continent, that, in a general Congress to be held on the Isthmus of Panama, 
they should confer and agree upon matters of general interest to America. 
The splendid and decisive victories of the Liberating Army of Peru, by 
securing the independence of South America, have enabled the republics, 
which have been there formed, to meet by their representatives in this 
Assembly, and the President of Colombia, who exercises the Executive Power 
in Peru, as well as the Vice President of Colombia who at present exercises it 
in that Republic, have invited these States to take advantage of circum¬ 
stances so fortunate and proceed to hold the Congress at the Isthmus of 
Panama as soon as possible. We have acceded to their desires, and as among 
the matters with which the Congress is to be engaged some questions may 
arise, which are interesting not only to the Republics which were formerly 
Spanish possessions, but to all America in general, we have thought it our 
duty to invite you to come to that meeting, judging it very proper that in 
this manner the general opinion of all the American States should be de¬ 
clared, principally upon the interference which the nations of Europe may 
pretend to exercise in our domestic concerns; upon colonization by them on 
the American Continent, and upon those points of international law, the 
declaration of which will avert wars and dissentions, and will give security 
to the peace and prosperity of the People. The interest, which these States 
have solemnly professed to take in all these questions, flatters us with the 
hope that this our invitation will have all the effect which we desire, earnestly 
requesting you to take this matter into consideration, for which purpose we 
give all our instructions upon all those points, which can be properly given 
previously, to our Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary 
Pablo Obregon to whom we pray you to give entire faith and credit. 
Done in the National Palace of Mexico the 6th of July 1825, 5th of Inde¬ 
pendence. Guadalupe Victoria. A true copy. Mexico 6th July 1825, 
from the sickness of the superior Officer, I. Jos6 Ceruti. 

A true copy, Washington, i Nov. 1825. 

1 MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, L 


S. Mercado. 



1642 


PART IX: COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEXICO 


896 

Pablo Obregoriy Mexican Minister to the United States^ to Henry Clay^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, November 3 y 1825. 

The Undersigned, Minister plenipotentiary, has the honor to inform the 
Honble Secretary of State, that he communicated to his government, the 
result of the verbal conferences which they held, when he made known the 
resolution of the governments of Colombia and Mexico, to form a Congress 
of Representatives of the new communities of this continent, where subjects 
of a general interest to the powers of America, and others of exclusive con¬ 
cern to the new States, arising out of their present and independent relations, 
were to be discussed. The Government of the Undersigned conceived that 
it would be agreeable to the United States of America, to take part in the 
discussions of this Congress, being so much interested in the first and 
principal subject that will occupy its attention. 

The President of the United States of Mexico, being informed of the dis¬ 
position of this Government, to discuss points of the first-mentioned kind 
in a Congress as proposed, and of its readiness to send to it, representatives, 
preserving always its present neutrality with Spain, provided it were for¬ 
mally invited thereto by the Republics of Colombia and Mexico, and ap¬ 
prized of the business which would engage the Assembly, instructs and com¬ 
missions, anew, the Undersigned, to present this invitation, and to suggest 
the subjects intended for deliberation. 

The Government of the Undersigned never believed, and wished not to 
solicit it, that the United States of America would take any other part in 
the business of the present Congress, than the discussion of subjects, which, 
from their nature and import, were pointed out by the preceding adminis¬ 
tration, as of general interest to the Continent. The part, therefore, that 
a neutral nation may take in the question and war of independence, between 
the new powers of the Continent and Spain, will be one subject for the con¬ 
sideration of the Congress. 

The government of the Undersigned conceiving, that the powers of Amer¬ 
ica are, in common, resolved upon resistance, it should be matter of consid¬ 
eration, how the greatest possible force should be given to this, and the evil 
be thereby evaded or successfully opposed. The only mode of effecting this, 
is to concert in anticipation; and for the States to guaranty mutual co-opera¬ 
tion. They would otherwise operate partially, and much less effectively. 

The prevention of colonization in America, by European powers, is another 
subject of discussion, in which the United States will participate. 

In addition to these two principal points, the Representatives of the United 
States of America may deliberate upon others originated by the existence of 
new Communities, and which it is not easy to enumerate. The government 
1 MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, 1. 
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of the United States of Mexico has furnished its commissioners with full 
powers and instructions, in relation to them, which it hopes will also be 
furnished to the plenipotentiaries of the other powers. 

The Congress will assemble at the City of Panama, where, by this time, 
the Representatives of Colombia, Peru, Guatemala and Mexico, have ar¬ 
rived. They will occupy themselves in the preliminary regulations of the 
Assembly, and perhaps, proceed to deliberate upon questions exclusively 
pertaining to the belligerents. 

The United States of America can send their Representatives to that City, 
to take part in those questions which were declared to the World, some time 
since, as affecting the interests of all America. In this declaration, the 
United States were first. Besides these questions, they may assist in the 
discussion of others, that will arise out of the formation of the new Communi¬ 
ties. These governments, by the meeting of the Congress, will effect the 
desirable object of demonstrating by acts, the facility and decision, with 
which the powers of this Continent can operate, combinedly, in the common 
cause. 

For this purpose, and in fulfilment of what was agreed on, at the verbal 
conferences which the Undersigned, Minister plenipotentiary, held with 
the Honble Secretary of State, he invites this Government, to send its Rep¬ 
resentatives to the Congress of Panama, investing them with the authority 
as suggested, and expressing in their credentials, the two principal points. 
The Minister from Colombia will make the same invitation, and corresponds 
in sentiment with the Undersigned; who hopes, herewith, to have fulfilled 
the requirements of the Honble Secretary. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 


897 

William Taylor^ United States Consul for Vera Cruz and Alvarado, to Henry 
Clay, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extbact] 

Alvarado, November i8,1825. 

Sir: I have the honor, and it affords me the greatest satisfaction to inform 
you that the Castle of San Juan de Ultia has at last capitulated. The Mexi¬ 
cans are to take possession of the Castle tomorrow. The Spanish forces are 
to be sent immediately to Havana, for which Vessels are already chartered. 
The Garrison appears to have been literally starved out. There were 260 on 
the sick list. I am not well informed of the different articles of the Capitula¬ 
tion, the fact itself having but just reached the place by mail. 

^ MS. Consular Letters, Vera Cruz, I. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[decodification] 

Mexico, December 2, 1825, 

Sir: The Cabinet of Mexico immediately after the surrender of the Castle 
of Ulloa proposed to Congress to undertake an expedition against the island 
of Cuba. The report of the Committee of the House of Representatives to 
which it had been referred was that at present the proposition of the Execu¬ 
tive was inadmissible. The House debated the question for two days in se¬ 
cret session and yesterday the report was agreed to twenty four to twenty 
two. The minority was not opposed to the spirit of the report of the Com¬ 
mittee but proposed to strike out the words at present. Of the two secreta¬ 
ries who took part in the debate to sustain the proposition of the Executive 
the secretary of war urged the necessity of getting rid of at least six thousand 
men and a number of officers whose presence he considered dangerous to the 
liberties and peace of the republic. Fortunately the House was aware of the 
still greater danger of collecting at one spot so large a force of the character 
described by the secretary and of the imminent risk that would attend either 
their success or defeat. 

An attempt was made by Ramos Arispe now Secretary of justice and ec¬ 
clesiastical affairs to withdraw the proposition but the blouse jealous of its 
privileges insisted upon deciding the question. The object of the executive 
in desiring to withdraw the proposition when it was evident that it would be 
rejected was to undertake a partial expedition in the manner I formerly de¬ 
scribed without appearing to act in direct contradiction to the opinion of 
Congress. I believe that this proposition would have met the same fate in 
Senate. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


899 

William Taylor, United States Consul for Vera Cruz and Alvarado, to Henry 
Clay, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Alvarado, December 7, 1825. 

Sir: Confirming the foregoing duplicate of my respects of the i8th ultimo,^ 
I have now to inform you that the Garrison of Ultia at the time of the Ca¬ 
pitulation, consisted in officers & men of no more than 306— Of whom 180 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. 

* MS. Consular Letters, Vera Cruz, I. 

® See above, pt. ix, doc. 897. 
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were on the sick list, and were removed to the Hospital of Vera Cruz, the 
remaining 126 were shipped aboard an English Brig to the Havana, where in 
all probability they have arrived ere now. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


900 

Pablo ObregoUy Mexican Minister to the United States, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, January 4, 1826, 

Sir: I have the honour of answering your note of the 20th ult? ^ in which 
you communicate to me the favourable hope of a happy issue in the negotia¬ 
tion undertaken by this Government with the Russian Cabinet, through its 
Minister at St. Petersburg to solicit of His Imperial Majesty his interposition 
in promoting peace between Spain and the powers of the American Conti¬ 
nent, formerly a part of that Monarchy; and in using his influence with his 
allies towards a general recognition, all of which you communicated to me in 
the month of May last, by reading to me the instructions which had been 
given to that effect to the American Minister near His Imperial Majesty. I 
imparted to my Government a step so friendly and agreeable to the philan¬ 
thropy and position of these States; and although I have as yet received no 
answer thereto, I repeat to you what I had the honour to mention verbally, 
that Mexico was only desirous of peace, and that I acknowledged to this 
Government its interest and mode of acting in the cause of the Continent and 
of liberty. 

I shall make known to my Government the wishes of the President that 
any other expedition be suspended which may be projected, as well as that 
which is said to be fitting out at Carthagena, to assist the independence of 
one or both the Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, as the means best adapted to 
obtain the negotiation mentioned. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 

^ MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, I. The same is printed in American State Papers, 
Foreign Relations, V, 857. 

“ See above, pt. i, doc. 150, Clay to Salazar, Minister from Colombia, on the same subject 
and of the same date. 
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SebastHn Camacho^ Secretary of State of Mexico^ to Joel Roberts Poinsett^ 
United States Minister to Mexico ^ 

[translation] 

Mexico, January jj, 1826, 

Most Excellent Sir: The government of the United Mexican States, 
desiring to see its relations with other nations of the earth cemented on solid 
principles of justice and frankness, could not read with indifference the dis¬ 
course, which the Plenipotentiary of the United States addressed to the King 
of Spain on presenting to him the credentials of his mission. 

Although the government is very far from giving to it that meaning, which 
has been generally attributed to it, and which has justly surprised and called 
the attention even of the countrymen and friends of that Minister, it cannot 
avoid noticing the obscurity with which one clause, said to relate to these 
States, is presented, involving ideas unfavorable to their Independence and 
sovereignty, and rendering doubtful the recognition of their political exist¬ 
ence made by the United States. 

The government, firmly persuaded of the good faith which presides over 
the conduct of the Cabinet of Washington in all its acts, would deeply regret 
to suppose for a single moment, that the principles so solemnly proclaimed 
and pursued without interruption by its wise policy, had declined to the op¬ 
posite extreme. It renders all the justice which that cabinet so worthily 
merits, as it does likewise to the people, who have given the most incontest¬ 
able testimony of their generous sentiments by pronouncing themselves so 
decidedly opposed to the discourse in question; but on that very account, and 
because it appreciates the friendship of its neighbours, it desires in all its 
relations with them the utmost clearness and certainty, in order to avoid such 
interpretations as might, even in the opinion of the vulgar, render doubtful 
their sincerity, and, especially, in that of the Powers of Europe so easily led 
astray by any appearance calculated to flatter their views. 

With this intention, and because it is probable that the American govern¬ 
ment may have hastened to remove the doubts which such a note might cre¬ 
ate, I have the honor to be authorised to request Y. E. to inform me, if your 
government has sent you any explanations of an event which has become so 
very notorious, and which, the relations of the two countries require, should 
not remain in such a state of uncertainty. 

I take advantage of this opportunity [etc.]. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I, enclosed in Poinsett to Clay, January 14, 1826, which 
see below, pt. ix, doc. 903. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Sebastidn Camacho, 

Secretary of State of Mexico ^ 

Mexico, January 14, 1826, 

Most Excellent Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 13^^ inst.^ in which Y. E. refers to a discourse said to have been 
pronounced by the Minister Plenipotentiary of the U. States of America on 
his presentation to H. M, the King of Spain. 

So far am I from having received any explanations of the tenor of that dis¬ 
course from my government, that I was even ignorant it had been pronounced 
until I received Y. E.'s note. It is true that I have read different versions of 
Mr. Everett’s discourse in the public journals of the U. States, accompanied 
with very severe animadversions by the Editors: but I had until now sup¬ 
posed that the publisher in Madrid had interpolated the words to which Y. E. 
directs my attention. I could not imagine that a Representative of the U. 
States of America would have uttered words which every act of his Govern¬ 
ment denies. I must presume that Y. E. is better informed in this particular 
than I am, for if explanations are to be demanded from one nation of another, 
upon a mere news-paper report, the harmony which ought to subsist between 
them, might be interrupted at any time by the editor of a foreign gazette. 

But as I am bound to suppose that Y. E. is in possession of more positive 
information on this subject, I will hasten to apply to my government for the 
explanations which Y. E. is authorized to ask if I have yet received. In the 
mean time, I do not hesitate to assure Y. E., that if the Minister Plenipoten¬ 
tiary of the United States did use the language attributed to him, he did not 
express the sentiments of his government, and I confess myself at a loss to 
conceive after what has passed how such an incident could render the sincerity 
of my government doubtful even in the minds of the vulgar, or be considered 
by any one as calculated to deceive the powers of Europe. 

In March 1822, the Government of the U. States by a solemn act, recog¬ 
nized the Independence of Mexico—& the same year refused to nominate 
Commissioners to carry into effect the Treaty of Washington of 1819, re¬ 
specting the boundary line between the U. States of America, & what were 
then the possessions of H. C. M. in America, because it was deemed due to the 
Independent Government of Mexico to form with her alone a treaty of Limits. 
To the protest made by Don Joaquin de Anduaga against the act of recogni¬ 
tion by my government of the Independence of the States, formerly Spanish 
possessions, Mf Adams, the actual President of the U. States, then secretary 
of State, replied in these words: “The Government of the U. States far from 
consulting the dictates of a policy questionable in its morality, has yielded to 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I, enclosed in Poinsett to Clay, January 14, 1826, which 
see below, pt. ix, doc. 903. 

2 See above, pt. ix, doc. 901. 
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an obligation of duty of the highest order, by recognizing as independent 
States, nations which after deliberately asserting their right to that character, 
had maintained & established it against all the resistance, which had been, or 
could be brought to oppose it. This recognition is neither intended to in¬ 
validate any right of Spain, nor to affect the employment of any means, which 
she may yet be disposed or enabled to use, with the view of re-uniting those 
provinces to the rest of her dominions. It is the mere acknowledgement of 
existing facts, with the view to the regular establishment with the nations 
newly formed, of those relations political & commercial, which it is the moral 
obligation of civilized & Christian nations to entertain reciprocally with one 
another. ’ ’ Words cannot be more explicit, & Don Joaquin de Anduaga in his 
reply, says, ‘ ‘ I had the honor of receiving your note of the 6^^ inst., in which you 
were pleased to inform me that this government has recognised the independ¬ 
ence of the Insurgent provinces of Spanish America. I despatched immedi¬ 
ately to Spain one of the Secretaries of this Legation to carry to his Majesty 
news as important as unexpected, & until I receive his Royal orders upon the 
subject, I have only to refer to my protest of the 9*^ March last, still insisting 
upon its contents, as if its substance were repeated in the present note.” 

These facts are notorious—^they were published to the world at the time, 
& the government of the U. States of America has, in every instance, acted 
in conformity with this declaration. There is no example of their having 
sought to disguise their views of this important subject to any of the powers 
of Europe. But on the contrary, they have openly declared their determi¬ 
nation not to permit any other nation to interpose with armed hand between 
Spain & the Americas—& it is not unknown to your Excellency that on a 
late occasion, the interposition of a great European power was solicited by 
the U. States to obtain from Spain an acknowledgement of the Independence 
of her former possessions in America. 

The open, frank & dignified course pursued by the U. States of America 
towards all foreign governments since the commencement of their political 
existence, forbids the injurious supposition that they would authorize one of 
their agents in Europe to use language calculated to throw a doubt upon the 
Independence & Sovereignty of Mexico so formally recognized by them, & 
that at a moment when they were exerting their good offices to secure the free¬ 
dom of the American States, & publishing to the world their determination 
to defend it against any other power than that of Spain. 

When on a late occasion, the Government of Mexico, alarmed at the ap¬ 
pearance of a French squadron, unusually large in time of peace, in these seas, 
applied to the government of the United States to ask an explanation of his 
Majesty the King of France of then apparently hostile movements, that ap¬ 
plication was promptly complied with; & the appointment of Plenipotenti¬ 
aries to represent the United States of America at the Congress of Panama, 
which has been resolved on by the President, will proclaim to the world, that 
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they regard all the States of this hemisphere equally independent of Europe as 
themselves. 

Whilst taking these great public measures with the generous purpose of 
supporting the Independence of the Americas, my government will learn with 
surprise, that the unauthorized language of one of its Representatives should 
have led the government of Mexico to doubt its sincerity, or to regard for a 
moment the relations of the two countries to be in a state of uncertainty. 

What further proof of the sincerity of the U. States can this government re¬ 
quire, than their refusal to carry into effect the Treaty of Limits concluded & 
ratified with Spain, & the appointment of a Plenipotentiary near this govern¬ 
ment to settle the Boundary between their territories & those of Mexico? 
Spain and all the powers of Europe are aware that in my person, the U. States 
of America have a Minister Plenipotentiary in Mexico fully authorized to 
treat with this government, & to settle permanently the boundary which 
shall hereafter divide the territories of our respective countries. This fact 
furnishes them a convincing proof, that my government does not entertain a 
doubt of the Independence & Sovereignty of the U. Mexican States. For it 
is well known that such solemn compacts are celebrated with none other than 
independent & sovereign nations. 

Permit me respectfully to suggest to Y. E. that the conclusion, ratification 
& publication of the Treaties which I am empowered to negotiate with this 
government, will place the relations of the two countries beyond all doubt or 
uncertainty. That act consummated no words that may fall inadvertently 
from a Minister of the U. States at the Court of Madrid, can be interpreted so 
as to render the sincerity of the U. States of America doubtful even in the 
opinion of the vulgar, or to flatter the ideas of the Powers of Europe, that 
are hostile to the Independence of these States. 

I take advantage of this opportunity [etc.]. 


903 

Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, January 14, 1826. 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the translation of a note received 
yesterday from this government, marked A, together with my reply,^ 
marked B. 

^ MS, Dispatches from Mexico, I. 

* See above, pt. ix, docs. 901 and 902. The reply was dated January 14. 
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Although aware of the very unfavorable impression produced generally in 
this country by the publication of Mr. Everett’s address, I confess, this note 
from the Secretary of foreign affairs surprised me a good deal. I had had a 
conference with that gentleman a few hours before, during which he did not, 
even in a remote degree, allude to this subject. 


904 

Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico^ to Henry Clay^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 


Mexico, January 28, 1826, 

The question of the invasion of Cuba has been again agitated in the 
Mexican Congress: it was brought forward in Senate on a motion to permit 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, 1 . The following certified translation of the report of the 
Committees of the Mexican Congress was enclosed with Poinsett's dispatch: 

The Committees of War and Constitutional points united have again had under 
consideration the resolution submitted by M^ Verdusco and M*’. Gomez Favia that the 
gov*, be authorised in conjunction with that of Colombia to send an expedition against 
the Island of Cuba, in order to protect its independence from the Gov*, of Spain, and to 
assist the Inhabitants, who have given so many proofs of their desire to be free. The 
Committees have had before them the Secretary of War in order to inform themselves of 
the State of the forces and resources of the Republic to undertake this expedition, and 
without entering upon the propriety and utility of it, which have been sufficiently dis¬ 
cussed in the former sessions and of which the Senate is satisfied, they confined them¬ 
selves to enquire, if there were a sufficient number of Troops to undertake this expedition 
in combination with some other new state of South America. The Secretary set forth, 
that in the opinion of the government, there existed a sufficient number of troops and 
ample resources to make a considerable disembarkment on the coast of Cuba, sufficient 
to form a point of reunion for the inhabitants of that Island, who might think proper to 
join the cause of Liberty, who undoubtedly are numerous: but that the gov*, would not 
undertake the expedition alone, in order to avoid the risk, however remote, of an un¬ 
fortunate result. On this account it was deemed advisable to come to an agreement 
with President Simon Bolivar jointly to undertake the expedition in the event of Con¬ 
gress approving it. That in Yucatan from its proximity to the Island of Cuba the 
Gov*, had concentered a respectable force in order to resist any attempt that might be 
made by the enemy, and to facilitate the expedition to Cuba, if Congress should permit 
troops to be sent out of the limits of the Republic; and finally that even from motives 
of economy and security gov®, were convinced that the attempt ought to be made. 
Because by driving the enemy out of the Island or taking possession of a part of it the 
Spaniards whose force and resources are trifling would find full occupation in preserving 
the City of Havana on one or other point; whereas now by threatening Mexico, Colom¬ 
bia and Guatemala, they compel those States to maintain respectable armies, the ex- 
pences of which in two or three years amount to a greater sum than the expedition would 
occasion at once, with the difference that this state of anxiety in the first case is con¬ 
tinual, whereas in the second it is more than probable, that the enemy would disappear 
from our signs or at least we should sew such division within the family as would effectu¬ 
ally prevent them from entertaining any hostile intentions against us. These considera¬ 
tions added to the existence of a treaty of alliance with Colombia have induced the 
Committees to decide in favor of the propositions of Verdusco and Gomez Favia and 
we beg leave to offer the following resolutions. First, the Government is hereby au¬ 
thorised in combination with that of the Republic of Colombia to undertake a military 
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the Executive to send troops beyond the territories of the Republic, which 
was almost unanimously rejected. A distinct proposition was again dis¬ 
cussed to day in secret session of Senate and passed. The substance of it is 
to grant permission to the Executive to undertake an expedition against 
CMho. jointly with Colombia. The Secretaries of gov^ were present on both 
occasions and warmly advocated the measure. If the house concurs the 
Plenipotentiaries to Panama will be instructed to concert measures with 
those of Colombia for the joint expedition. These Plenipotentiaries have 
not yet left Mexico. 

With great regard [etc.]. 


90S 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, February i, 1826, 

Sir: As I had anticipated, the English Plenipotentiaries have not been 
able to conclude a treaty, and, I understand, it is settled, that one of the 
Mexican Plenipotentiaries shall accompany Mr. Morier to England; prob¬ 
ably, Don Sebastian Camacho, Secretary of State and Foreign Relations. 
I regret this arrangement on many accounts, but particularly, because it will 
occasion still further delay in the settlement of the several claims I have 
preferred according to your instructions. 

I saw the President yesterday, and he assured me, that our negociations 
should be renewed in a few days. 

He spoke freely on the subject of Cuba, and asked me what were the views 
of the United States in relation to that Island. I stated them very fully 
according to my instructions on this subject. He expressed himself per¬ 
fectly satisfied, and assured me, that the government of Mexico had no 
intention to conquer or keep possession of that Island—that the object of the 
expedition which they contemplated, was to assist the revolutionists of 
Cuba to drive out the Spaniards, and, in case they succeeded, to leave that 
people to govern themselves. I observed, it was to be regretted that this 
declaration had not been made earlier, as the silence of this government on 
the subject and the anxiety it had manifested to undertake the expedition 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. The portion of this document printed in small capital 
letters was received in cipher. 


expedition in order to assist the efforts of the Inhabitants of Cuba to achieve their 
Independence. Secondly, in the event of the cause of Liberty succeeding in the Island 
the governm*. is particularly directed to cause to be established in it a national Rep¬ 
resentation on the Basis of the Rights of the People of the new Republics of America. 
Mex°. January 26, 1826 

Zavala Liceaga Basconcelos 
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against Cuba had led me to form a very different opinion of their intention! 
He then proposed to me to express in writing the views of my government i 
relation to Cuba, and that he, on the part of this government, would repea 
what he had now stated with regard to the intentions of Mexico. Althoug 
it would certainly be desireable to receive such a pledge from this goverr 
ment, I objected to commit my government as to the future guarantee of th 
Independence of Cuba, in the present stage of this affair. He then asked m 
to write to my government for instructions on the subject, which I promise 
to do. 

There are two reasons which render this government particularly anxiou 
respecting Cuba at this time. One is, the rumours which have been circu 
lated in the public papers of the United States, that we have proposed t 
guarantee to Spain the possession of Cuba and Porto Rico on condition c 
her acknowledging the independence of her former colonies in America 
The other is, information they have received from their Charge d’affaires I: 
Colombia, that an expedition of two thousand men are about to embark fo 
Cuba, with the intention of taking possession of some post on the Island an 
blockading the ports, and, in this manner, to foment and aid the revolutior 
He adds, that, doubtless, this expedition will be hastened in order to antici 
pate Mexico, and advises, that this government should take precisely th 
same measures on its part without delay, as he believes it to be the object c 
Colombia to attach that Island to her already vast possessions. I learn 
this latter circumstance some little time after my conversation with th 
President. 

IN MY OPINION THE LARGE FORCE COLLECTED IN HAVANA IS CALCULATED T' 
GIVE THEM SOME UNEASINESS. YUCATAN IS NOT IN A VERY TRANQUIL (STATE 
AND AN EXPEDITION OF THREE OR FOUR THOUSAND MEN WOULD FIND N( 
DIFFICULTY IN GETTING FOOTING THERE. 

A motion was made in Senate some days ago to grant permission to th 
Executive to march the troops of the Republic beyond the territories of th 
United Mexican States, which was lost; but a motion to permit the govern 
ment to undertake an expedition against the Island of Cuba jointly witl 
Colombia prevailed. This resolution will not pass the Chamber of Deputies 
but if it is rejected in that body, it will be resumed by Senate, and if it agai: 
passes by a majority of two-thirds, it becomes a law as much as if it ha^ 
received the consent of both houses. It is supposed, that the House wi 
delay taking it up. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, February 25,1826. 

Sir: I informed you some time since,^ that Senate had passed a reso¬ 
lution authorising the Executive to undertake an expedition against Cuba 
jointly with‘the Republic of Colombia. In order to avoid the operation of 
the 58^^ and 59^^. articles of the Constitution, which provide, that if an act 
which originates in one house be rejected in the other, it shall again be taken 
up by the house in which it originated, and if it passes by a majority of two- 
thirds, it shall become a law, unless rejected by more than two-thirds of the 
other house, the Chamber of Deputies passed a resolution, 36 to 20, to post¬ 
pone the further consideration of the question until the Executive could 
submit to the consideration of Congress the plans which may be agreed upon 
at Panama. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


907 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, March 8, 1826. 

Sir: The last mail brought me your despatch N°. 9, under date of the 30^^, 
December^ last, together with the accompanying documents. 

I have lost no time in communicating to this government, verbally, the 
reply of Count Nesselrode to your note respecting the recognition of these 
governments by Spain, as well as the inference drawn from it both by Mr. 
Middleton and yourself, and did not fail to urge the reasons suggested by 
you for suspending for the present any projected expedition against the 
Islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico. 

I have done so in conformity with your instructions and the wishes of the 
President, although, from my knowledge of the character and views of this 
government, I did not entertain any expectation of producing the effect 
you appear to have anticipated from this communication. It was received 
with great coolness. The reasons urged to induce this government to sus¬ 
pend their military operations against the Spanish Islands in the Atlantic, 
are such as would, I fear, rather serve to hasten them, provided the Executive 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. 

2 See above, pt. ix, doc. 904, Poinsett to Secretary of State, January 28, 1826. 

® MS. Dispatches from Mexico, I. 

Not printed in this collection. 
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of this confederation possessed the constitutional power to send troops b( 
yond the limits of the Republic. ^ 

This government does not fear the power of Spain, and is indifferent as 1 
the determination of that country on the subject of the recognition of tt 
new American States. Nor do they apprehend any danger from the Ho! 
Alliance of Europe, both because they take it for granted that their desigr 
will be watched and kept in check by the United States and Great Britaii 
and that the commerce of Mexico holds out too great a temptation to tf 
principal commercial nations of Europe to permit them to take any measure 
which might deprive them of its advantages. The greatest apprehensio 
of the Executive of this Republic appears to be, that the interference of th 
allied powers may compel Spain to make peace with her former colonies, an 
to recognise their Independence on condition of the possession of Cuba an 
Puerto Rico being guaranteed to her, which would deprive Mexico of th 
advantage and glory of emancipating those Islands. 

An Officer, sent by the Republic of Colombia, arrived a few days ago i 
Vera Cruz, and is hourly expected here. The Colombians state, that the 
have twelve thousand men in Carthagena (say one half), ready to be en 
barked for Cuba; and the object of this Envoy is to solicit from this goverr 
ment, in fulfilment of the Treaty of Alliance, the co-operation of the militar 
and naval forces of Mexico. 

This communication finds the government here disposed to grant ever 
aid in their power to this enterprise. They not only desire to participate i 
the glory of the conquest, but fear, that if Colombia, unassisted, shoul 
liberate Cuba, she might be disposed to hold possession of the Island. Th 
only assistance, however, the Executive can grant, without consultin 
Congress, is, to send their fleet to co-operate with that of Colombia, whicl 
I think, they will be disposed to do if they can do no more, 

I am induced to believe, that the house of Representatives will persist i 
its opposition to any expedition being sent from Mexico against Cuba c 
Puerto Rico; but I presume, they will be again called upon by the Presides 
to discuss the question. 

Immediately after the decision of the house, respecting the resolution c 
the Senate to permit this government to undertake an expedition agains 
Cuba jointly with Colombia, which deprived the Emigrants from Cuba c 
all hopes of assistance from Mexico, it was determined by these persons t 
fit out a private expedition to assist the patriots of the Island with sue 
forces and means as they could obtain. The plan was to get possession c 
some point on the Island, to raise the standard of revolt there, and afte 
taking up a strong and impregnable position, which they designate as bein 
in possession of the Maroon negros, to despatch Envoys to Mexico and Colon 
bia to demand succors, and to the United States and Great Britain to obtai: 
a loan of money and arms. The arrival of intelligence from Colombia c 
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an expedition being in readiness in Carthagena to sail for Cuba, has made 
them still more anxious to carry this design into immediate execution. 
They dread the supposed rights Columbia might acquire, by the conquest 
of Cuba, over that Island, and think, that if the standard of revolt were 
first raised by the Inhabitants of Cuba and assistance only afforded by 
Colombia, that Republic could have no other claim than that of indemnity 
for expenses incurred in the expedition, and the Island would be left inde¬ 
pendent. Availing themselves of the well-known jealousy of Colombia 
which exists here, these Emigrants have this day made an application to 
this government to assist them to realise their project and thereby enable 
them to anticipate Colombia. If they fail in this application, it is proposed 
to send one of them to the United States to endeavour to organise the ex¬ 
pedition there. 

Promptness is not to be apprehended from this government, and you shall 
have timely notice of all their movements. I have great hopes in the wis¬ 
dom and pertinacity of the House of Representatives. The best informed of 
its Members dread the return of a victorious or of a defeated army. 


908 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, March i8, 1826. 

I have again seen the President and Espinosa, the Gentleman who is 
charged with the Portfolio of Foreign Relations during the absence of Cama¬ 
cho, on the subject of your last despatch. These interviews have confirmed 
the opinion expressed in my last note.^ This government would not desire 
a peace with Spain, if it interrupted their views with regard to Cuba. 

I urged the effect this act of hostility was likely to produce in Europe and 
particularly upon the minds of the allied sovereigns at a moment that they 
were occupied with devising the means of bringing about a peace between 
Spain and her former colonies, and suggested the propriety of postponing any 
contemplated expedition until the result of the proposals, submitted by the 
Emperor of Russia in consequence of our mediation, should be known. The 
President coldly replied, that he would give to these suggestions their due 
weight in considering this subject, and that he regarded this interposition of 
the United States as a new proof of their friendship. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, 1 . 

^ See above, pt. ix, doc. 907, Poinsett to Clay, March 8, 1826. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, April 8, 1826, 

Sir: Yesterday the appointment of Dn. Sebastian Camacho, the present 
Secretary of State, to be Plenipotentiary in London, was approved by Senate. 
It appears, that the President, before he had communicated his intentions to 
Senate, had solemnly engaged himself to send one of the Secretaries compos¬ 
ing the Cabinet to continue the negociations and conclude the Treaty in 
London. 

The British Charge des Affaires went so far as to say, that none other but a 
Minister of State would be received, and, that by refusing to ratify the nom¬ 
ination of Camacho, the Senate would occasion a rupture between the two 
powers—conduct, which could only be imputed to the secret influence of 
those who sought to divide the old world from the new, in order that they 
might govern the latter—meaning, of course, the United States. 

The hints thrown out from time to time by the English, of the ambitious 
views entertained by our government, would be disregarded, if they were not 
corroborated by statements made by the Agents of Mexico in the United 
States. The most active and the most mischievous of these is a person by 
the name of Cortes. I am constantly made sensible of the ill offices of this 
man towards the United States. His last intelligence is, that the President 
of the United States is in active correspondence with Gen*. Vives, who is 
inclined to deliver the Island of Cuba up to the United States—that I am a 
party to this political intrigue, which accounts for my using every exertion to 
put a stop to the expedition against that Island. This account, absurd as it 
is, comes in such a plausible shape, from the means of intelligence this person 
is supposed to possess, that the government gives credit to it. 

I heard a few days ago, that some disagreeable information had been re¬ 
ceived by the President from the United States; but did not learn the particu¬ 
lars until this morning. I have thought it advisable to communicate this 
circumstance to you, in order that you may know the character of this Agent. 

I have been again apprized, that Mr. Obregon will shortly be recalled, and 
was asked by one of the Ministers to suggest whom I would wish to succeed 
him. This I refused to do. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 MS, Dispatches from Mexico, 1 . 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, May 6, 1826. 

Sir: I have this instant seen Washington papers of the 20th and 30th of 
March, containing the debate upon a resolution offered by Mr- Wickliffe, 
and directed to learn upon what authority I had declared that the United 
States had pledged themselves not to permit any other Power than Spain to 
interfere with the independence or form of Government of the new American 
Republics. 

This inquiry was avowedly made in order to ascertain whether I was 
expressly authorized by the President of the United States to make such a 
declaration; and although you have no doubt been able clearly to show that 
no such authority, implied or direct, was ever given to me, I cannot rest 
satisfied without stating explicitly that, in the observations I made during 
my conference with the Mexican plenipotentiaries, I alluded only to the 
message of the President of the United States to Congress in 1823. 

That message, dictated, in my opinion, by the soundest policy, has been 
regarded, both in Europe and America, as a solemn declaration of the views 
and intentions of the Executive of the United States; and I have always 
considered that declaration as a pledge, so far forth as the language of the 
President can pledge the nation, to defend the new American Republics 
from the attacks of any of the Powers of Europe other than Spain. That the 
people of the United States are not bound by any declarations of the ExecU' 
tive is known and understood as well in Mexico, where the Government is 
modelled upon our own political institutions, as in the United States them¬ 
selves. I need scarcely, therefore, disclaim all intention to have deceived the 
Mexican plenipotentiaries by the argument I used on that occasion. 

But, in order to correct any erroneous impression these words might have 
made upon the minds of the Mexican plenipotentiaries, I explained to them, 
in the course of our conference this morning, their precise meaning; that the 
declaration of Mr. Monroe, in his message of 1823, to which I had alluded, in¬ 
dicated only the course of policy the Executive of the United States was dis¬ 
posed to pursue towards these countries, but was not binding upon the nation 
unless sanctioned by the Congress of the United States; and that when I 
spoke of the United States having pledged themselves not to permit any 
other Power than Spain to interfere with the independence or form of Govern¬ 
ment of the new American Republics, I meant only to allude to the above 
cited declaration of the President of the United States in his message of 1823, 
and to nothing more. Don Jose Ignacio Esteva, one of the plenipotentiaries 
at that period of our negotiations, replied, that he had so understood it, but 

* American State Papers, Foreign Relations, VI, 365. 
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it was not thought by the Mexican plenipotentiaries at the time that such a 
disposition, nor even a more solemn pledge so to act, entitled us to any special 
privileges, as it was so obviously the interest of the United States to assist in 
defending the Americas against the attacks of United Europe. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


911 

Joel Roberts Poinsetty United States Minister to Mexico y to Henry Clay^ Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, November 15, 1826, 

Of the Revolutionary movement in Guatemala, I presume you have been 
made acquainted. I send you herewith the official documents ^ as published 
here, lest they may not have reached you from Guatemala. 

In Guayaquil, there has been a movement in favor of adopting the Bo¬ 
livian Constitution and of electing Bolivar President for life. The Liberator 
quietly told them, that such offers could only be made him by the General 
Government at Bogota. 

In Lima, it was stated, that a conspiracy was discovered against Bolivar, 
and the most influential among the liberal party were arrested on that 
pretext. As soon as the news was received that the Constitution of Bolivia 
was adopted in that Republic, and Bolivar elected President for life, the 
Limenians imposed the same dignity upon him. It is true, that the other 
provinces have not been heard from; but there exists in these countries a 
slavish love of imitation of all that is done in the Capital. 

As it may be possible that you have not received the Constitution of 
Bolivia, I send it herewith. It should have been translated at this office, but 
it was received only to-day. The copy alluded to in my last belonged to this 
government, and was the only one in town. 

It appears to me, that Bolivar’s plan is to unite Bolivia, Lima, and Colom¬ 
bia in one great federative government, and to establish himself as the 
President for life of that vast empire. I am induced to think so, both be¬ 
cause the Constitution of Bolivia would seem to favor such a scheme and be¬ 
cause the movements in Lima and Guayaquil appear to have been the work 
of his agents. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, II. 

^ Not printed in this collection. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, March 28, 1827, 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith despatches received from 
Lima,—which will give you details of the revolution lately effected there by 
the Colombian troops. I accompany them with a translation of a declaration 
published by the Officers of that division of the Colombian Army. This is an 
important document, as it will probably be decisive of the question which 
now agitates that country. I have reason to believe, that the measures 
proposed by Bolivar were in opposition to the opinions of the wise and the 
good in Colombia, and that Santander and a large majority of both Houses 
of Congress would be disposed to prevent the accomplishment of his plans. 
Secure of the support of that division of the army which is in Peru, they will 
most probably openly oppose the adoption of the Bolivian Constitution; 
and Bolivar will either have to retrace his steps, which on former occasions 
he has proved himself capable of doing, or he will be foiled. 

I have always been of opinion, that the great Republic of Colombia, 
composed as it is of States whose interests are adverse and conflicting, could 
not long hold together; and there now appears to me to be preparing a 
separation into three parts, which are indicated by natural and political 
divisions. 


913 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, May 12,1827, 

Sir: I transmit herewith a translation of an act of Congress,^ depriving 
all native born Spaniards of their employments, military, civil and ecclesias- 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, II. The enclosures mentioned are not printed in this 
collection. 

Ubid., 111. 

^ The following translation is the enclosure mentioned: 

LAW OF THE MEXICAN CONGRESS 

Article First. No individual, who is by birth a Spaniard, shall fill any office or 
employment in the appointment of the general government, in any branch whatsoever 
of the administration, civil or military, until Spain recognises the independence of the 
nation. 

Article Second. The provisions of the former article are extended to ecclesiastical 
offices and employments of the regular and secular clergy, so far as regards the exercise 
of their economical, gubernatorial and judicial functions. This provision does not 
comprehend the reverend bishops. 
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tical. The passage of this law is a consequence of the late conspiracy. 
The great objection to it, is the augmentation of expense it occasions, which, 
in the present state of the finances of this country, cannot but be regarded 
as a serious evil. The government is induced to incur this great additional 
expense, in order to avoid the danger which might arise from the discontent 
of these people—a danger, which will be produced by the measure in despite 
of the conciliatory provision. 

This government has this instant received advices by a special Messenger, 
despatched by Captain Porter, that an expedition is fitting out in Colombia 
for the invasion of either Cuba or Porto Rico; that an embargo is laid in 
all the Atlantic ports of that Republic; that the Captain-General of Porto 
Rico has asked assistance of General Vives; and that Admiral Laborde, with 
all his squadron, has been called off to Havana. In the present state of 
General Bolivar's affairs, I should not wonder if he were to attempt some¬ 
thing of the sort. His means are certainly inadequate to make a serious 
impression on the Island of Cuba; but it is possible, that the emigrants 
from that Island, of whom I spoke in a former despatch, may have prevailed 
upon him to make a rash attempt. In that event, the invaders could found 
their hopes of success only upon arming the negroes. An expedition against 
Porto Rico is to be deprecated, but is not of such vital importance to the 
United States. The means of Colombia are better suited to such an enter- 
prize; for although I regard the fortifications of the town of San Juan as 
much stronger than those of Havana, the Island is not so well garrisoned, 
nor in other respects provided with the equal means of defence as Cuba. 

This government will view any such attempts on the part of Colombia 
with great jealousy. 

I am [etc.]. 

Article Third. The government is authorised to remove, until the period desig¬ 
nated in the first article, the curates, missionaries and religious teachers of the district 
and territories of the federation. 

Article Fourth. The sons of Mexicans, casually born in the peninsula and now in 
the republic, are not comprehended in the preceding articles. 

Article Fifth. The officers who are removed from service in virtue of this law, 
shall enjoy full pay, and their term of service shall continue to be counted. 

Article Sixth. The offices made vacant by the enactments of this law, shall be 
provisionally discharged in conformity with the laws. 

Article Seventh. The curates, whom the government may remove, in virtue of the 
powers that the third article grants to it, shall continue to receive all their emoluments 
in the same manner as before their removal; and the assistants or substitutes shall be 
paid from the public treasury. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, June i6, 1827. 

Sir: There arrived here last night a Messenger despatched by Mr. Cama¬ 
cho, the Plenipotentiary of this government who negociated the Treaty 
lately concluded between Great Britain and Mexico. This gentleman, 
before he left London,, concluded a commercial agreement with the Minister 
of Prussia at that court; and in Paris, has entered into similar arrangements 
with France, of which the despatches that arrived last night bring the official 
advices. 

By this informal arrangement, which will probably place the commerce 
and shipping of France upon the footing of the most favored nation, the 
cabinet of the Tuilleries will silence the clamors of the merchants and 
manufacturers of that kingdom, who were loudly demanding the recognition 
of these countries, and will secure all the advantages of a commercial treaty 
without committing the nation with Spain or the other members of the holy 
alliance. 

This people, by accepting such agreement, will deprive themselves of the 
means now in their power of aiding the clamors of the liberal party in France, 
which might perhaps compel that court to treat with the Americas on the 
terms of independent nations. 

I will not hazard a conjecture as to the conduct of this government in this 
delicate affair. I am inclined to think, that the Executive will be disposed 
to sanction the agreement made by Mr. Camacho, and the Congress to 
insist upon Mexico being treated with by France on the footing of an 
independent nation. 

The latter course appears to me to be the wisest. For if these countries 
could be prevailed upon, as it is possible they may be in the Congress of 
Tacubaya, to frame their treaties with the nations which have recognised 
their independence upon the footing of perfect reciprocity, an increase of 
tonnage and importation duties upon all foreign vessels might compel those 
nations that have an extensive commerce with Spanish-America to enter into 
similar treaties with them; and as it would be a general measure, it could not 
be complained of. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, III. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, June 20,1827, 

. . . I have not yet been able to learn with any precision what are the 

propositions sent by Mr. Camacho; but am pleased to find, that this govern¬ 
ment is not disposed to enter into any informal arrangement, which might 
have the effect of postponing the recognition of their independence. France 
has offered to Mexico her friendly offices with the court of Rome. This may 
hasten the completion of the instruction for the Envoy from this country to 
that court, who has been detained for want of them in Brussels since the 
spring of 1825. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, July 8,1827, 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy, original and translation 
of a manifesto 2 issued by the Legislature of the State of Vera Cruz. This 
most extraordinary document was published, ostensibly, to vindicate the 
State from the charge of having acted rebelliously by expelling from its ter¬ 
ritory a federal officer, for no other motive than, that he was enrolled among 
the members of a party adverse to that which governs the State of Vera Cruz. 
But the real object of this publication appears to have been to expose what 
the Legislature of Vera Cruz suspects to be the policy of the United States 
towards Mexico, and my efforts to carry that policy into effect. 

Viewing the peculiar situation in which this government is placed with re¬ 
gard to the State of Vera Cruz, which has committed acts of rebellion against 
the sovereignty of the Federal Government, I have abstained from demand¬ 
ing satisfaction for this unprovoked and unjustifiable insult offered to the 
United States by a member of this Union; and have contented myself with 
replying to the suspicions and assertions of the Legislature of Vera Cruz, and 
with proving them to be as false and unfounded as they are absurd and in¬ 
famous. You will receive herewith a copy of my reply, both original and 
translation. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, III. 


* Not printed in this collection. 
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[The following is the translation of Poinsett's reply:] 

AN EXPOSITION OF THE POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES TOWAKDS THE 

NEW REPUBLICS OF AMERICA 

Mexico, July 4, 1827. 

So long as the attacks which have been made in Mexico upon the char¬ 
acter and policy of the government of the United States of America and 
upon the honor and reputation of the Undersigned, were confined to 
anonymous publications, they excited no other feeling than that of 
contempt, and have been passed over with silent scorn. But when the 
respectable Legislature of Vera Cruz embodies in a solemn appeal to the 
Mexican Nation the substance of these unfounded calumnies, he feels 
that he would be wanting to himself and to the government he repre¬ 
sents, if he forbore any longer from vindicating the character and 
conduct of the United States in their relations with these countries, or 
if he suffered such misrepresentations to go forth to the world, sanc¬ 
tioned by so respectable an authority, unanswered and unrefuted. 

Vera Cruz suspects, that a sagacious and hypocritical foreign 
Minister, (alluding to the Undersigned), equally zealous for the pros¬ 
perity of his own country as inimical to that of Mexico, calculating that 
the aggrandizement and glory of his nation must be in the inverse 
ratio of the glory and aggrandizement of the United Mexican States, 
so that the former would lose all the latter might gain and vice versa; 
calculating that the agriculture of Mexico must swell its limits so im¬ 
mensely as to render insignificant and almost null that of the North, 
provided Mexico is permitted to move forward peaceably in the new 
order of things; calculating, that in time the commercial and friendly 
relations between Mexico and Great Britain might prove disadvanta¬ 
geous to the interests of his country, conceived and brought forth the 
most terrible and disorganising project for the Republic—the project 
of propagating and maintaining hatred and want of confidence and con¬ 
sequently division and parties between the simple and worthy Mexi¬ 
cans—he established the rite of York’'!!! 

It is not the intention of the Undersigned to analyze the effects, which, 
according to the opinion of the Legislature of Vera Cruz, have been pro¬ 
duced by the establishment of this rite, nor to enter into the question 
whether or not it has proved ‘ ‘ more dangerous and destructive than would 
have done the landing of twenty batallions of Spanish troops in the country 
He will confine himself to a plain exposition of the conduct of the 
United States of America towards these countries and of his own during 
his residence here, and endeavor to answer by a simple statement of 
facts the suspicions of the Legislature of the State of Vera Cruz, which 
appear to be founded on the vituperations of venal writers, ''who^\ to 
use the words of that Legislature, ''in order to maintain themselves, are 
under the dreadful necessity of prostituting their consciences by calumniating 
and sullying the conduct of good menJ 

From the first dawning of the independence of Spanish-America, the 
feelings and sympathies of the people of the United States were enlisted 
in favor of the cause of liberty, and the sentiments of the government 
were in perfect harmony with those of the people. Their policy, their 
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interests and their feelings all concurred to lead them to favor the cause 
of the independence of these countries; and a short exposition of their 
conduct will prove, that they used every effort to assist that cause con¬ 
sistent with the character of neutrality which their duties towards 
Spain obliged them to maintain between the contending parties. 

As early as August, 1818, the United States made a formal proposal 
to the British Government for a concerted and contemporary recognition 
of the Independence of Buenos Ayres, at that time the only one of the 
South-American States which, having declared its independence, could 
be regarded as having actually achieved its emancipation from Spain. 
It did not suit the policy of the British Government to accede to this 
proposal, and they declined it. 

This avowal on the part of the United States of its readiness to recog¬ 
nise the Independence of Buenos Ayres became a subject of considera¬ 
tion at the deliberations of Aix-la-Chapelle, and there is reason to be¬ 
lieve that the plan which was proposed and matured there of a joint 
mediation of the European Alliance between Spain and her colonies for 
restoring them to her authority, failed from the well-known intentions 
of the United States and the refusal of Great Britain to accede to the 
condition of employing force eventually against the South-Americans 
for its accomplishment. 

On the 30th. of January, 1822, a resolution passed the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives of the United States, of which body the Undersigned was 
then a Member, requesting the President to lay before the House the 
communications from the Agents of the United States with the govern¬ 
ments south of them, which had declared their independence; and those 
from the Agents of such governments in Washington with the Secretary 
of State, tending to show the political condition of their governments 
and the state of the war between them and Spain. 

In tranvsmitting to the House the papers called for by this resolution, 
the President, in his Message of the 8**^ of March, 1822, declared his 
own persuasion, that the time had arrived, when in strict conformity 
to the law of nations, and in fulfilment of the duties of equal and im¬ 
partial justice to all parties, the acknowledgment of the independence 
declared by the Spanish-American colonies could no longer be withheld. 

On the day after the President’s Message of the 8th of March was 
received by the House, the Spanish Minister, Anduaga, addressed to the 
Secretary of State a remonstrance against the measure it recommended 
and a solemn protest against the recognition of the governments of the 
insurgent provinces of South-America. He was answered on the 6^^ 
of April by a letter recapitulating the circumstances under which the 
United States had “yielded to an obligation of duty of the highest 
order, by recognising as independent States nations, which, after de¬ 
liberately asserting their right to that character, had established and 
maintained it against all the resistance which had been or could be 
brought to oppose it.” 

On the 24th of April, this Minister gave notice, that the Spanish 
government had disavowed the Treaty of the 24*^ of August between 
O’Donoghue [O’Donojii] and Iturbide, and had denied the authority of 
the former to conclude it. 

On the 12th of February, 1822, the Spanish Extraordinary Cortes 
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adopted the report of a committee, proposing the appointment of Com¬ 
missioners to proceed to South America to negociate with the revolu¬ 
tionary patriots concerning the relations to be established thereafter in 
regard to their connexion with Spain. They declared at the same time 
all treaties made with them before that period by Spanish Commanders, 
implying an acknowledgment of their Independence null and void, as 
not having been authorised by the Cortes; and on the next day, they 
passed three resolutions: the first annulling expressly the Treaty be¬ 
tween O’Donoghue [O’Donoju] and Iturbide; the second '‘that the 
Spanish government, by a declaration to all others with which it has 
friendly relations, makes known to them, that the Spanish nation will 
regard at any epoch, as a violation of treaties, the recognition either 
partial or absolute of the independence of the Spanish provinces of 
Ultramar, so long as the dissentions which exist between some of them 
and the Metropolis are not terminated, with whatever else may serve to 
convince foreign governments that Spain has not yet renounced any of 
the rights belonging to it in these countries*’; the third resolution rec¬ 
ommended to the government to take all necessary measures and to 
apply to the Cortes for the needful resources to preserve and recover the 
authority of Spain in the Ultramarine provinces. 

These measures of the Cortes were not known to the President of the 
United States when he sent to Congress his Message of the 8th of March; 
but they were known to the Congress of the United States, when it 
passed almost unanimously the resolution by which they frankly and 
unreservedly recognised the independence of the American States, 
without making their acknowledgment the price of any favor for them¬ 
selves although at the hazard of incurring the displeasure of Spain. 
In the passage of this resolution, the Undersigned took an active part. 

This review of the proceedings of the United States in relation to 
the independence of Spanish-America, has been taken not only to show 
the consistency of the principles by which they were uniformly dictated; 
and that they have always been disinterested and eminently friendly to 
the new Republics, but likewise to disprove the suspicions of the 
Legislature of Vera Cruz. 

How different, then, has been the conduct of the United States from 
that which is imputed to them by the State of Vera Cruz! If they 
really had regarded the aggrandizement of these countries as destructive 
of that of their own, is it probable they would have been so short-sighted 
as not to have foreseen that the best and easiest mode to prevent this 
aggrandizement was to assist Spain to maintain her sovereignty over 
them?—or at least not to exert their utmost efforts to favor the acquisi¬ 
tion of their independence? The Legislature of Vera Cruz gives the 
Undersigned credit for sagacity and zeal for the prosperity of his coun¬ 
try, at the same time that it accuses him of being hostile to that of 
Mexico, with the exertion of a small portion of that sagacity, he ought to 
have formed the opinion in 1822 which is now attributed to him. He 
must have been aware, that the measure which he urged with so much 
zeal would be followed by other nations—that the recognition of the 
New States of America would contribute to secure the independence of 
Mexico and to call into existence all those resources of this great nation 
which he is now represented desirous of destroying as incompatible 
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with the prosperity of his country. In a discourse pronounced in favor 
of the recognition of the independence of the American States, he used 
these words: 

It has been supposed by some, that the independence of these 
colonies would injure the prosperity of the United States; possessing 
a more fertile soil and raising the same productions, they would drive 
us from the markets of Europe. It has been said, that colonies are 
safer neighbors than free States, and that so long as they were bound 
down by the oppressive restrictions of Spain, they would neither be 
dangerous rivals nor formidable competitors. It is unwise, therefore, 
in us to offer them any encouragement. Not only the best feelings 
of the heart revolt at such a conclusion, but it is manifestly false—it is 
our interest that they should be free. With an extensive line of coast, 
with numerous navigable rivers facilitating their internal trade, with a 
population of more than fifteen millions, almost without manufactures, 
with a demand for one hundred millions of dollars, and without the 
means of carrying on their foreign commerce, these countries present 
a market for the skill and industry of our merchants, which promises 
the greatest advantages. . . . 

The intercourse of the provinces of Spanish-America with these 
countries will augment their means of information, and will enlighten 
them on the subject of government, on public welfare and private 
happiness. With the increase of knowledge, will arise free and well- 
organized institutions, the refinements and various wants of civiliza¬ 
tion. This cannot fail to produce a demand for all the manufactures 
of this country, and for all the objects of trade. 

He has seen no reason since to change the opinion he expressed on that 
occasion. 

If the Legislature of Vera Cruz, instead of listening to their suspicions, 
had consulted the history of the policy pursued by the United States 
in their intercourse with foreign nations, they would have seen that 
government pursuing an open, frank and magnanimous course towards 
them all, neither attempting to wrong the most feeble, nor suffering 
wrong from the most powerful. Neither do they fear a fair competition 
with any nation. If nature has denied them the fertile soil, the fine 
climate, and the rich mines of gold and silver which Mexico possesses, 
they are more than compensated, in their estimation, by the noble 
harbours and bays which indent their coast, by the bold and navigable 
streams which facilitate their internal trade, and above all, by the 
industry and enterprize of their hardy and virtuous population. Guided 
by enlightened views of political economy and by motives of the sound¬ 
est policy, they are desirous to see their neighbours wealthy and powerful 
in order that they may be more efficient allies and more profitable 
customers. They are more advanced in the arts and in commerce 
than Mexico or Colombia, but what would this profit them, if neither 
Mexico nor Colombia possessed the means of purchasing their manu¬ 
factures or of employing their shipping? They are united to these 
nations so intimately by common interests, that if the liberties of 
America were to be attacked through them, the United States would be 
compelled to stand forth in their defence. What, then, would it avail 
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those States, that their neighbours should be reduced to poverty and 
weakness? 

The Legislature of Vera Cruz suspects that the commercial and 
friendly relations which exist between this country and Great Britain 
may in time prove disadvantageous to the interests of the United 
States. In what manner, the sagacity of the Undersigned is at a loss to 
understand. Here, too, the government of the United States, if the 
suspicions of the legislature of Vera Cruz have any foundation in truth, 
has proceeded with equal improvidence. So far were the United 
States from believing that the friendly relations which might be formed 
between Great Britain and the New American States, would ever be¬ 
come prejudicial to their interests, that they invited Great Britain to 
join them in recognising the independence of these countries. They 
afterwards urged the Cabinet of Saint James to follow their example, 
and they have constantly and earnestly used their good offices to induce 
the governments of Europe, including Spain, to treat with those of 
Spanish-America on the footing of independent nations. They exulted 
in seeing their example followed by Great Britain; and are satisfied, 
that the interests of the two countries, with respect to the New States 
of America, are identified. 

Having thus answered the suspicions of the Legislature of Vera Cruz 
by a simple statement of facts, the Undersigned feels it a duty to himself 
to disprove the assertion made by that Legislature, that in order to 
engender discord among the worthy inhabitants of Mexico, who were 
living in perfect harmony before his arrival under the dominion of the 
Scotch Masons, he established the rite of York! 

The rite of York existed before his arrival in this country. He 
found five Lodges already established, and he did nothing more than 
send for charters for them from the Grand Lodge of New York at their 
request, and install the Grand Lodge of Mexico. 

If the Undersigned had found in Mexico a despotic government, he 
would not have taken even this small part in the establishment of 
masonry in the country; but he could not suppose that any objection 
could be made in a republic against the formation of an institution so 
purely and perfectly republican as that of the ancient York Masons. 
If this institution, dedicated exclusively in his own country to charitable 
and philanthropic purposes, has here been perverted to those of political 
combinations, he has had no part in its application to such uses, and 
embraces with eagerness the opportunity now afforded him of declaring 
that he never has assisted in any Lodge where political principles were 
discussed or political combinations formed, and that since the public 
voice has accused the ancient York Masons of following the pernicious 
example of the Scotch Masons by using their institution for political 
purposes, he has withdrawn himself entirely from their meetings. 

He did not, therefore, '^conceive and bring forth this project''; and 
whether the establishment of the rite of York in Mexico has been pro¬ 
ductive of good or evil, he has stated the only part he had in its creation. 
And he can declare, that he has never taken any part in the internal 
concerns of Mexico,—unless to advocate, in a Republic, on every fitting 
occasion the superiority of a republican form of government over all 
others, to explain the practical benefits of the institutions of the United 
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States and the blessings which his countrymen have enjoyed and still 
continue to enjoy under them, be considered an interference with the 
internal concerns of this country. 

That the Undersigned or the government he represents should be 
desirous to see established in this country a monarchy, and a Bourbon 
or a descendant of Iturbide planted on the throne of Mexico, is too 
absurd to merit a serious answer. The government of the United 
States holds, that every nation has an undoubted right to choose what¬ 
ever form of government it may judge proper, and they have not inter¬ 
fered nor will they ever interfere with that right; but both that govern¬ 
ment and the people of the United States are republicans, and hailed 
with the most heartfelt satisfaction the establishment of a federal 
government in Mexico. On this subject, the opinions of the Under¬ 
signed stand recorded. 

The mistake committed by the Legislature of Vera Cruz in supposing 
the prevailing party to be governed by the Undersigned, is apparent 
from the single circumstance of the extraordinary delay which has at¬ 
tended the conclusion of the negociations which brought him to this 
country. 

It is with deep regret, that the Undersigned has found himself under 
the necessity of exposing the fallacy of the Manifest issued by the Legis¬ 
lature of the State of Vera Cruz. The Legislature of a respectable and 
sovereign State ought to have been more cautious than to publish 
serious charges against the character and conduct of a foreign govern¬ 
ment on suspicions which are not only unfounded, but which have been 
clearly and uncontrovertibly disproved; or to hazard assertions affecting 
the reputation of a foreign Minister, unsubstantiated by the slightest 
proof and which have been shown to be utterly false. 


917 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, April 24,1828. 

The treaty or Commercial arrangement entered into between this Country 
and France will not be carried into effect. The present Secretary of State 
will not even submit it to Congress. The fact appears to be, that M^. de 
Villele engaged that the influence of France should be exerted to prevent 
Spain from sending more troops to Havana or to any other point, where they 
might be employed to the annoyance of these Countries. If this influence 
has been attempted to be exerted on the part of France it has not been suc¬ 
cessful. The policy of not entering into any commercial arrangements with 
France or with any other nation, which does not virtually imply an acknowl- 
^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. 
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edgement of their independence is so obvious, that I believe Cahedo would 
have acted in the same manner even if the French government had not failed 
to comply with the secret stipulation made by M^. Villele. 

This government is about to appoint another Envoy to Rome. Boca Ne- 
gra, a distinguished member of the house of Deputies. Indeed they ought to 
be well represented at that Court and not by a Clergyman. Boca Negra is 
as good a choice as the President could well have made. It has been resolved 
likewise to send an Envoy to Paris, in order to explain the motives of this 
government in not ratifying the engagements entered into by M^. Camacho: 
and to propose to treat with that court on the terms of one independent na¬ 
tion with another. It is supposed, that France can no longer refuse to do so, 
as the principal objection made by M''. Villele to adopt that course was stated 
by him to be the occupation of Spain by the French forces. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico^ to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, October 28, 1828. 

Sir : This Government has received two letters from Europe, which have 
alarmed them very much. The first from London, states, that Spain has 
effected a loan to the amount of five millions Sterling, on condition of apply¬ 
ing a portion of the sum to satisfy the claims of the English and French mer¬ 
chants. It is supposed that these claims will absorb about one half of the 
loan, and that the balance will be employed in an attempt to reconquer this 
Country. The plan of attack is even detailed. The second letter is from 
Madrid. It sets forth that an expedition against Mexico has been resolved 
upon, by that cabinet, and that this determination was taken in consequence 
of a report made to the King, by some inhabitants of Mexico, who had lately 
landed in Spain; probably some of those who were banished under the late 
law, and whose conduct on this occasion proves the necessity that existed to 
adopt that measure. These persons state: that the enthusiastic feeling in 
favor of the Independence of Mexico, had subsided very much, while that in 
favor of the old Country, had augmented. That the higher orders have lost 
all confidence in the Government, from the corrupt and scandalous conduct 
of those who are in command; and that the experience of every day, evinced 
the impracticability of a representative system [in?] a Country when the peo¬ 
ple, besides being too ignorant to be governed by democratic Institutions, 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. The portion of this document printed in small 
capital letters was received in cipher. 
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have in the last twenty years, learned nothing more than disorder and an- 
archy, and a contempt for the laws, and those who administer them. They 
represent the Executive to be weak and prevaricating; and that from the 
wretched state of their finances and the corrupt management of them, it 
would be impossible to offer a long or a serious resistance against a well com¬ 
bined attack of Spanish troops, especially, if by a strict blockade, they were 
deprived of the resources they now derive from duties on imports. They 
recommend that the expedition should consist of fifteen thousand men, with 
a reserve of five thousand on the coast and five thousand in Havana. That 
they should land at or near Vera Cruz and march directly towards the Capi¬ 
tal, when they would be joined by the loyal in great numbers; and that they 
should confine their operations to reconquer and secure the southern and 
central provinces, leaving for the present independent the States of Sonora 
and Linaloa, Durango, Chihuahua, Nuevo Leon, Tamaulipas and Coahuila 
and Tejas. They further state the policy which in their opinion ought to be 
observed towards the nobility, clergy and other inhabitants of Mexico, in 
order to reconcile them to the change and to secure to the crown of Spain, the 
permanent possession of the Country. 

Of the truth of these reports you are better able to judge than I can be; 
BUT I AM SORRY TO SAY THAT I THINK SUCH AN EXPEDITION WOULD HAVE A 
FAIR CHANCE OF SUCCESS. WITH THE MISERABLE STATE OF THEIR FINANCES 
YOU ARE ALREADY ACQUAINTED. THEIR ARMY IS AS BAD AS IT CAN BE, AND 
FROM THE HATRED ENTERTAINED BY THE NOBLES AND CLERGY TO REPUBLICAN 
INSTITUTIONS THE INVADERS WOULD FIND A NUMEROUS AND POWERFUL PARTY 
IN THE HEART OF THE COUNTRY. TWENTY THOUSAND MEN WELL COMMANDED, 
WELL PAID AND WELL SUPPLIED WITH PROVISIONS AND MONEY MIGHT MARCH 
TO MEXICO, BUT SPAIN COULD NOT KEEP POSSESSION OF THIS COUNTRY FOR 
ANY LENGTH OF TIME. 

I am [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Mexico, November 5, 1828, 

Sir : I transmit herewith the translation of a proclamation issued by Presi¬ 
dent Victoria, in consequence of the intelligence which this Government had 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. For his preceding dispatch referred to, see above, 
pt. IX, doc. 918, Poinsett to Clay October 28, 1828. The following is the translation of the 
proclamation of Guadalupe Victoria of October 25, 1828, mentioned : 

Fellow Citizens: The Supreme Government has received intelligence from its 
secret agents in Europe, from respectable persons resident there and from the public 
papers, of the active preparations which Spain is making, to attempt on the territory 
of our Republic the barbarous project of reconquest; and to effect it, there is no doubt 
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received from Europe, and which I communicated to you in my last. This 
document gave rise to a singular discussion in the Senate. The Secretaries of 
State were sent for; the motives of the President for publishing such a paper 
were questioned, and by some members he was declared to be equally culpa¬ 
ble with Santa Ana, and to have encouraged the revolutionary movement of 
that chief. 


that she has already assembled some forces at the Havana, which are waiting the ar¬ 
rival of others. There is nothing new in this delirium, and nothing that is not conse¬ 
quent upon the mad obstinacy with which she has suffered herself to be possessed with 
it. And indeed if the importance of such repeated threats, or what is more of a positive 
act of hostility, ought to be appreciated by what may be worth in themselves, her 
wishes, her machinations and her efforts, far from believing that any necessity existed 
for giving you this warning, I should hold it as certain that the impotency of such 
wretched attempts, could only induce you to regard them with thorough contempt. 
But that which fixes the attention particularly in this last intelligence, and obliges me 
to submit it to the patriotic consideration of my fellow Citizens, is the information in 
relation to the principal reliance for success in these projected attempts. 

That reliance rests on our intestine troubles; the resentment and ^vision they pro¬ 
duce; the rancour to which they degenerate; the distrust occasioned between the several 
classes of the State, towards each other, by unjust accusation and recrimination, and 
even between persons united by the dearest ties; the bitterness of party spirit which 
poisons every thing it touches; in a word, on that disorder and insolence which tram¬ 
pling upon the most respectable laws, attack without shame the Government itself, and 
threaten the dissolution of Society. 

From a knowledge of these circumstances very much exaggerated by the delusions of 
her wishes, arises the haste with which Spain prepares this expedition. This is the 
impulse which urges her to the enterprize. She well knows that her efforts of themselves 
would be vain; but expects to find the vigor they may want in the fitness of the moment; 
she believes that the occasion will furnish all she may need; she believes that divided 
among themselves, those who with so much anxiety sighed for independence and who 
achieved it with so much glory and at so much cost, no longer contemplate it as the 
object of their enthusiasm and adoration, but that their own passions and resentments 
have supplanted the idol; she believes they no longer love their Constitution, their laws 
and their Government; but that they postpone them to the gratification of overthrowing 
those who may oppose their pretensions or opinions; and she believes that this disunion, 
dissipating the national spirit, enervating the stren^h of the State, obstructing all the 
sources of its prosperity and destroying all the Springs which ought to impel the Mexi¬ 
can Republic forward on her majestic march to the high destinies which await her, will 
cause her to be the prey of the most abominable tyranny. 

Such is the belief of the Spanish Cabinet, and such the calculation on which it founds 
its present efforts and hopes. It belongs to all my fellow citizens to prove it false, 
and this I exact from all, and every one. Prove it false yes highly false, and not by 
words alone, but by open acts. Let Spain know and let us prove to other Nations, that 
if domestic dissensions have arisen in the Republic, how violent soever they may ap¬ 
pear, they have not in any respect affected that union of national opinion or that re¬ 
ciprocal kindness which forms the Mexican character; that opposing opinions and pre¬ 
tensions have always a limit at which they terminate, and which they will not exceed; 
that this limit is the constitution and the laws, in the presence of which all will cordially 
embrace, and united, sustain them at all hazards, bringing back to the same limit all 
who have unfortunately strayed beyond it, and that they will never harbour in their 
hearts any sentiment contrary to them, or on their lips a word which contradict the 
respectable voice of the law. 

Let Spain know that if she chooses to fight the Mexicans, she must fight them united 
and rallying round their Government; and that she must enter the lists with such power 
only as she possesses in herself. 

Fellow Citizens, listen to the sincere and affectionate exhortation of him whom you 
have honored with your confidence, and from whom you have received so many proofs 
that he is incapable of deceiving you. Be governed by it, and I will answer, not only 
for your triumph, but that the projects of the common enemy shall be dissipated like 
smoke. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico, to Henry Clay, Secretar 
of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, December 30, 1828. 

Sir: I transmit herewith the translation of a letter addressed to me by th 
former Minister of Central America at this Court.^ I have been always awar 
of the existence of a party in Guatemala which prefers dependence upoi 
Mexico to the dominion of the democracy of their own Country, and of th 
ambitious designs of Mexico to extend their territories by the acquisition c 
those provinces. The Mexican Minister who was in London at the tim 
that a British Consul General was appointed to Guatemala went so far as t 
remonstrate with M'. Canning, against a measure, which he regarded a 
opposed to the Interests of his own Government; but without openly avow 
ing what the intentions of Mexico were with regard to Central America. 

I am aware too that for the last two months active negotiations have beei 
carried on between this Government and the chiefs of the servile party ii 
Guatemala thro’ their agent Don Jos6 Maria del Barrio the present Minis 
ter. Without having been able to ascertain their exact nature I have n< 
doubt that they tend to affect the Independence of Central America. Mexio 
does not appear to be aware to what she exposes herself by attempting to es 
tablish the principle that a part of one federation is at liberty to depart fron 
the original contract and to unite itself to another whenever it may thinl 
proper. I have expressed my disapprobation both of the principle and of th( 
conduct pursued by this Government with regard to Guatemala, and as fa 
as it has been in my power, without committing my own Government haw 
opposed their views; but it is time the subject should be considered by tin 
President, and instructions sent to this Legation, as to the course to be pur 
sued in the event of Mexico interfering in the affairs of Guatemala, and re 
solving to admit the offers of the servile party in that Republic. Centra 
America cannot be appropriated by either of the great powers which bordej 
upon it, nor partitioned between them, without materially affecting tin 
balance of power in the Western Hemisphere. I beg leave respectfully tc 
suggest that an intelligent accredited agent ought to be sent to Guatemala 
as spon as possible; some one who might contribute to calm the disturbancej 
which distract that Country. 

As the conventions of Panama were not ratified by this Government, £ 
treaty of defensive alliance has been concluded between Mexico and Colom¬ 
bia. It was negotiated by D^. Pedro Gual and is confined to a pledge oi 
mutual assistance in the event of either of the contracting parties being in¬ 
vaded by Spain. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV, 


2 See above, pt. rv, doc. 437. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, March lo, 182Q. 

Sir : In order that the new administration may become acquainted as early 
and with as little trouble as possible with the actual condition of this Coun¬ 
try, I have determined to recapitulate the principal events which have oc¬ 
curred during my residence here, and to trace the causes which have led to 
them. 

The character of this people cannot be understood, nor the causes of their 
present condition be fully developed without recurring to the oppression 
under which they formerly laboured. It would lead you into error to compare 
them with the free and civilized nations of America and Europe in the Nine¬ 
teenth Century. They started from a period nearer to the age of Charles 
the fifth, and it is even a matter of some doubt whether this Nation had ad¬ 
vanced one step in knowledge and civilization, from the time of the conquest 
to the moment of declaring themselves Independent. No portion of the 
Spanish dominions in America was watched over by the Mother Country 
with such jealous care as Mexico. Its comparatively dense population, its 
extensive and fertile territory, its rich and varied productions, and especially 
its mineral wealth, rendered it a source of great profit to Spain; while the 
history of the ancient splendour of Mexico, and the glory of its conquest 
could not fail to enhance the value of its possession in the eyes of that chiv¬ 
alrous people. In order to preserve that possession every precaution was 
taken that human prudence could devise to prevent the access of strangers 
to Mexico and to keep the people in profound ignorance of their own strength 
and resources as well as of their relative position with regard to other Nations. 
Until the publication of the voyage of Baron Humbolt, the Nations of Europe 
and even their immediate neighbours were ignorant of the very names of 
many of the fertile districts and populous Cities which he first described. In 
the permission granted to this gentleman to explore these Countries the pride 
of the Court of Spain appears to have overcome its habitual caution, and the 
Baron seems to have in view the gratification of that pride in the highly 
coloured and exaggerated accounts he put forth of the institutions, the wealth, 
the resources and the growing prosperity of the Spanish Colonies. It is true 
that Baron Humbolt saw these Countries before they were desolated by the 
wars of the Revolution, still to judge from what remains, his accounts of the 
number and excellence of the public Institutions, of the very advanced state 
of the arts and sciences in Mexico, and of the splendour and magnificence of 
the style of living of the nobles altho, they may not have been altogether 
creations of his own imagination, are very highly exaggerated pictures. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. 
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The nobility and gentry then as now, inhabited spacious hotels, built after 
the fashion of those of the mother Country, solid and substantial; but still 
more destitute of all comfort or convenience. Their style of living was not 
generous or hospitable, altho they sometimes gave costly and ostentatious 
entertainments. From their absurd pretentions to rank and from their un¬ 
meaning jealousy of each other, there never did exist that social intercourse 
among the higher orders, which in every other Country forms the chief charm 
of life. Here every man of distinction considered it beneath his dignity to 
visit his friends or neighbours, and remained in his own house, where in a 
large gloomy apartment dimly lighted and miserably furnished he received a 
few visitors of inferior rank who formed his tertulia of every night. It is 
not to be wondered at therefore that the sons of these men equally unedu¬ 
cated with themselves, fled from the gloomy mansions of their fathers to the 
Theatre, the coffee houses or the gambling table; and this circumstance united 
to the absence of all excitement to industry, from the preference given by the 
Council of the Indies to Europeans for all appointments, rendered the Aristoc¬ 
racy of Mexico an ignorant and immoral race. The same state of society existed 
among the higher orders of the clergy and marked their character in the same 
unfavorable manner. The regular clergy formed from the very dregs of the 
people, was then and is now disgustingly debauched and ignorant. They 
have lost the influence they formerly possessed over the common people, and 
so sensible are they of the universal contempt which they have brought upon 
themselves by their unworthy conduct, that they would not oppose a thorough 
reform of their orders if the Government had courage to attempt it. 

But what more particularly distinguishes the condition of the people in the 
Spanish Colonies is the character of the labouring classes. That portion of 
America conquered by Spain was inhabited by a people in a high state of civi¬ 
lization for the age in which they lived. The higher classes fell a sacrifice to 
the cruelty and rapacity of their Conquerors, and the common people were 
reduced to a state of the most abject slavery. The existence of this degraded 
race had a singular effect upon the character of the Spanish Settler. The 
poorest white man scorned to be placed on a level with the unfortunate In¬ 
dian. His colour ennobled him, and Spaniards and their descendants would 
have perished rather than degrade their caste in America by working in the 
field, or by following any other laborious occupation in which the Indians are 
habitually employed. Here therefore is wanting that portion of a community 
which forms the strength of every nation, but especially of a Republic, a free 
and virtuous peasantry. The Indians cannot as yet be regarded in that 
light. They are laborious, patient and submissive, but are lamentably ig¬ 
norant. They are emerging slowly from the wretched state to which they 
had been reduced; but they must be educated and released from the gross 
superstition under which they now labour before they can be expected to 
feel an interest in public affairs. The only political feeling which these peo- 
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pie now possess is a bitter hatred of the Spaniards or Gachuplnes as they call 
them, a hatred which has never ceased to exist, and which has been kept 
alive both by tradition and by constantly recurring instances of cruelty and 
oppression. Less attention has been paid by this Government to the estab¬ 
lishment of primary schools than in any other part of Spanish America. This 
has been a lamentable oversight, for not only do the great mass of the popu¬ 
lation require to be educated in order that the real principles of a representa¬ 
tive Government may be carried fully into operation; but to inspire them with 
a decent pride and to induce them to more constant labour and to employ 
their earnings in rendering their habitations comfortable and in purchasing 
clothing for themselves and families. At present seven eighths of the popu¬ 
lation live in wretched hovels destitute of the most ordinary conveniences. 
Their only furniture a few coarse mats to sit and sleep on, their food Indian 
corn, pepper and pulse, and their clothing miserably coarse and scanty. It 
is not that the low price of labor prevents them from earning a more com¬ 
fortable subsistance in spite of the numerous festivals in each year, but they 
either gamble away their money, or employ it in pageants of the catholic 
church, in which pagan and Christian rites are strangely mingled. All these 
evils if not cured entirely, would be greatly mitigated by education. 

The colleges and other academic Institutions were liberally endowed; 
but their administration has always been defective and the education the 
Mexican youth receive at them is very superficial. Previous to the Revolu¬ 
tion the Creoles were discouraged from the attainment of knowledge. An 
acquaintance with foreign languages and general science rendered them dan¬ 
gerous in the eyes of their superiors and operated against their success in life. 
Since that event they are much changed for the better. The improvement 
in the condition of the lower orders of the people is very remarkable, altho’ 
they are still far behind all other civilized Nations. 

It appears then that the successful precautions taken by Spain to prevent 
all intercourse between Mexico and other Countries prevented the light of 
knowledge from penetrating into this Country. Not only were the Mexicans 
deprived of the means of keeping pace with the rapid progress of knowledge in 
other Countries during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; but the 
peculiar circumstances in which they were placed scarcely allowed them to 
retain the station they occupied at the time of the conquest. The emigrants 
from Spain who alone were permitted to settle in the Country were among the 
most ignorant and vicious of that people, who are notoriously a century be¬ 
hind the rest of Christian Europe. They were for the most part the favor¬ 
ites of great men, and came to lord over the creole, to occupy all the offices of 
honor and emolument and to keep the natives in subjection. As has been 
already remarked one mode of effecting this object was to keep them even 
more ignorant than they were themselves. They were assisted in their ef¬ 
forts to this effect by a variety of causes. The want of means of acquiring 
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knowledge, the absence of all excitement to exertion, the facility of procuring 
the means of subsistence almost without labour, a mild and enervating cli¬ 
mate and their constant intercourse with the aborigines, who were and still 
are degraded to the very lowest class of human beings, all contributed to ren¬ 
der the Mexicans a more ignorant and debauched people than their ancestors 
had been. Another cause operated still more strongly to produce this effect. 
The puerile ceremonies of their worship, and the excessive ignorance and 
shocking profligacy of the clergy. The creoles were taught from their in¬ 
fancy to reverence their pastors as Superior beings and it is not therefore 
surprising that their pernicious example should have produced such melan¬ 
choly results. When therefore we examine the actual condition of this peo¬ 
ple, we ought always to bear in mind the point from which they set out. 
They were in every respect, far behind the mother Country which is noto¬ 
riously very inferior in moral improvement to all other Nations. They were 
not even equal to the other Spanish colonies in America, because their com¬ 
parative importance and their vicinity to the United States rendered Spain 
more vigilant in preventing all intercourse with foreigners as well as the intro¬ 
duction of all works, which could enlighten their minds and inspire them with 
liberal ideas. 

It was owing to these circumstances that the feeble attempts which were 
made to render Mexico independent of the Metropolis from the year 1810 
to the year 1821, were the work of parish priests and of the poor Indians. 
Not one of the nobles and very few, if any of the gentry took part with the 
Insurgents. It is true that the Revolution was ultimately effected by them; 
but it was produced by different causes than those which first roused the peo¬ 
ple to take up arms against the Spaniards. The real motives of the clergy, 
nobles and European Spaniards to take part in the Revolution of Iguala, are 
to be found in their desire to protect themselves against the operation of the 
Constitution and the decrees of the cortes of Spain, which were calculated to 
reduce their power and influence, as well as to deprive them of part of their 
vast possessions, Iturbide’s ambition frustrated their hopes of seeing a Bour¬ 
bon seated on the throne of Mexico in conformity with the plan of Iguala, 
which was drawn up by them. And such of them as were not personally 
benefitted by his usurpation, became his enemies and used all their efforts 
to destroy him. After his downfall these same men remained united and 
have been unremitting in their exertions to establish a Monarchy and to seat 
a Bourbon on the throne of Mexico. Finding public opinion opposed to their 
views and decidedly pronounced in favor of Republican Institutions, they 
attempted to establish a central form of Government, which they were aware 
would ultimately lead to a consummation of their wishes. Foiled in this at¬ 
tempt by the adoption of the Federal Constitution, they strove to elect a 
creature of their own to be President of the newly created Mexican States. 
General Bravo they knew would be governed implicitly by them, and they 
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Spared no exertion to have him elected. They were however again defeated, 
Sind immediately formed a powerful opposition to the administration of 
President Victoria. 

General Victoria had been himself attached to this party and had, altho' 
with different views been in favor of a central Government. He accordingly 
chose his Secretaries from among the members of that party. Don Lucas 
Alaman one of the Aristocracy was made Secretary of Interior and Exterior 
relations; Don Manuel Gomez Pedraza who had opposed the revolution of 
the people and afterwards taken part with Iturbide, Secretary of War; 
Don Jos 4 Ignacio Esteva a personal friend of the President, Secretary of the 
Treasury; and Don Pablo de la Llave, a high church man, Secretary of 
Justice & ecclesiastical affairs. It is proper here to mention, that the party 
in opposition to President Victoria of which these persons were all members, 
were organised and connected together in a Society under the rules and 
regulations of the Scotch Masons, and were therefore called Escoseses, At 
this period the affairs of Mexico wore the most favorable aspect. Loans 
had been effected in London to a sufficient amount to enable the Government 
to augment the number of their troops, which they did without necessity, 
to arm and clothe them, and to purchase ships of war. The large sums of 
money introduced into the Country by the English Mining Companies, 
contributed in no small degree to the prosperity of the people. Their trade 
increased to a surprising degree, and the whole Country wore the appearance 
of abundance. The treasury was overflowing, pensions and salaries were 
paid with punctuality, and both the Government and people appeared to 
think that the millions they had borrowed, formed a part of their annual 
income. The Escoseses considered this State of things as the effect of their 
political combinations and without thinking of the future, called upon the 
people to admire their work. But the party in opposition looked upon these 
proceedings with gloomy forebodings. They were excluded by the President 
from that participation in the Government to which they thought themselves 
entitled, and as they felt conscious of superior strength, were resolved to 
overthrow their adversaries. Still in a state of revolution and ignorant of 
the force of public opinion, and of the means of producing a great moral 
change in an elective Government, they determined to effect the contem¬ 
plated Revolution by the strong arm. Such was the state of this Country 
when we entered it in the Spring of 1825. We soon perceived that we were 
objects of distrust and dislike to the ruling party. Composed as it was of 
the Aristocracy, the high Clergy, the Monarchical faction and the Spaniards, 
it was natural they should look coldly upon the representative of a Republic. 
They did more, they displayed a hostile feeling towards us, and actually 
talked of receiving us in a style different from that in which the English 
Charge d'Affaires had been received. The Cabinet of St. James had been 
beforehand with us; they had concluded a Treaty with this Government 
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and had established their relations here, on the most favorable footing. 
The President himself had a great partiality for that connexion. He had 
been the medium of the first communication between the two Countries and 
he regarded himself as the instrument of effecting the friendly relations 
which had so lately been established with Great Britain. Canning too 
had condescended to write to him and he felt highly flattered by the distinc¬ 
tion. This correspondence had fostered, if it had not created, the jealousy 
with which he regarded the United States. He believed that we were the 
natural enemies of Mexico, and that the aggrandizement of this Country 
was incompatible with our Interests and would be counteracted by us, by 
every means in our power. In combination with the Secretary of foreign 
relations Don Lucas Alaman he had formed a plan to negotiate a new Treaty 
of boundaries by which we were to be reduced to the margin of the Missis¬ 
sippi, for they believed that by the Treaty of Washington, we had unjustly 
deprived Spain of a large portion of her territory. They were exceedingly 
surprised therefore when no objection was made by this Legation to renew 
the negotiations on that subject altogether, with a declaration that in that 
event, the United States would assume the line of the Ri‘o Bravo del Norte, 
as the boundary; as the reasons which had induced them to cede to Spain 
their rights to that Territory did not apply to this Country. They were 
assured that we regarded the Treaty of limits as binding upon both parties, 
because it had been concluded when Mexico formed a part of the dominions 
of Spain, but that no objection would be made on our part to annul it. The 
Congress more wise compelled the Executive subsequently to confirm that 
Treaty. The party in power availed itself of this question and publicly 
accused us of ambitious views and of jealousy of the rising greatness of 
Mexico. In proportion to the repugnance with which the Aristocratic 
faction regarded us were the cordial advances of the democratic party, and 
if our principles had not induced us to seek our associates among the latter, 
we should have been driven to do so by the conduct of the former. Under 
these circumstances it became my duty to consider the policy which it 
behooved the United States to pursue towards these Countries and especially 
towards Mexico, from various reasons the most interesting to us of them all. 
It was an undeniable fact, that Great Britain had used great exertions to 
acquire an ascendency in them all, and had to a certain degree succeeded In 
doing so. It was known to me that M^. Canning even before my arrival in 
Mexico, had sought to excite a sentiment of hostility towards the United 
States, with a view of strengthening the Interests of England, and the 
question to be resolved by me, was, whether I should permit a European 
Nation the most unfriendly to our prosperity to acquire unbounded influence 
in a neighbouring Republic, or whether I ought to oppose views so hostile 
to the Interests of America. 

The great Powers of Europe have established their separate influences 
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over the inferior Nations of that continent after a long struggle with each 
other; and it must be manifest, that the contest for power will be renewed by 
■them in America. Are we to take no part in this contest? Are we to sit 
tamely by and see Great Britain and France contending for sway in the 
Americas, nor to concern ourselves in a question which may hereafter so es¬ 
sentially effect [affect] our Interests? Is the policy of the United States in 
relation to Europe and to these Countries to be the same? I think not. If 
we do not exercise a direct and salutary influence over the councils of the 
American States we ought not to permit any European Nation to do so. Is 
it not obvious that if Great Britain should establish such a dominion over 
this Country as she exercises over Portugal, that this state of things might 
prove highly detrimental to our Interests? That this ambitious Nation has 
attempted and will continue to exert her vast means to effect this object can¬ 
not be doubted. In my opinion the United States ought not to permit it, 
and with this view of the Subject I have acted. I found the British united 
with the Aristocratic and Monarchical party who governed the Country, and 
I felt gratified that this party should act towards us in a manner, which not 
only justified, but to a certain degree compelled us to seek our friends alto¬ 
gether among the Creoles and Democrats. 

In this struggle with the English no injury was ever intended or done to 
their commercial interests; on the contrary, whenever mistakes occurred 
which was sometimes the case, from the ignorance of these people, they were 
always fairly and frankly explained by this Legation, in order that no preju¬ 
dice might result to the British Merchants. And the only advantage taken 
of our position was to warn the Government against any encroachment on 
their rights, and to point out to them the baneful effects which must ensue 
from permitting any foreign nation to acquire an influence over their councils. 

We had not been long in the Country, before we became aware of the de¬ 
termination of the democratic party to effect a revolution by force. On this 
occasion, this Legation felt it their duty to interfere, and to advise a milder 
course. A Revolution such as was contemplated would have plunged the 
Country into a civil war, the result of which could not be foreseen, would 
have paralyzed commerce and have brought still greater discredit upon the 
Republican Institutions of the new States of America. The history of diplo¬ 
macy is full of instances of the interference of foreign Ministers to sustain or 
to save the Institutions of the Country to which they are accredited, and few 
cases could be cited more important or more urgent than this. These people 
were told, that they had only to unite, to organize their party, to establish a 
press of their own, and to bring the whole weight of their numbers to bear 
upon the elections in order to effect a great moral change, which would assist 
their views much more effectually, than could be done by force; especially as 
they were disposed to sustain the federal constitution. Guided by these 
counsels they abandoned their intention to effect a Revolution by force, and 
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their efforts to produce a change in the Government by peaceable means, 
were crowned with the most signal success. Their triumph was so complete, 
and from that moment the progress of liberal principles so rapid, that the 
Europeans and Scotch party were induced to regard what was really nothing 
more than the natural course of events in a free and representative Govern¬ 
ment, as the direction of some secret and able adviser; and were disposed to 
attribute their defeat entirely to me. What confirmed them in this idea was 
the establishment of the grand lodge of antient York Masons, which I had 
installed. The circumstances attending the formation of this rite in Mexico, 
were fully explained to the Government in my dispatch of the 8^^ July 1827, 
N^, 94.^ At the earnest desire of some of the most distinguished Men in the 
Country, and with the full approbation of the Government, I sent for char¬ 
ters for the five lodges already existing in the Country, and installed the 
grand lodge of antient York Masons in Mexico. Their opponents had long 
been organised under the Scotch rite, and had used this Institution altogether 
for political purposes. They supposed, what proved to be the fact, that the 
York Masons would follow their example and being more numerous would be 
able with an equal organisation to carry all their measures; with this perver¬ 
sion of a purely philanthropic institution to the purposes of political intrigue, 
I took no part, but on the contrary withdrew myself from their meetings so 
soon as the intentions of the party became manifest. 

From this moment the Europeans of every Nation, who had seen in the 
reign of the Scotch party the probable reestablishment of a Monarchical 
Government in Mexico, and this defeated party themselves, gave loose to 
their resentment and rancorous hatred to the Government of the United 
States and to me by the most scandalous private and public abuse. Even 
the agent of France who owed his reception by this Government to my ad¬ 
vice, which was asked on that occasion, and to whom I rendered the most 
essential services upon his first arrival, joined the party in opposition, and 
has not ceased to write to his Government the most exaggerated and false 
accounts of the state of things here, and to represent me as the genius of evil. 
The fact is that all these gentlemen have been cruelly disappointed. They 
supposed that their influence would be unbounded, and the first reception of 
the English Mission and their early success induced them to believe that 
their counsels would ultimately prevail. They had the hardihood to speak 
in loud and disrespectful terms of Republican Institutions and continually 
practised upon the weak and vacillating Victoria, who certainly for a short 
period, thought himself the destined instrument, in the hands of God, to re¬ 
store the antient Monarchy of Mexico. He saw the triumph of Republican 
principles with dismay, and he too became my enemy. 

Attributing the failure of their plans to me, every effort was made use of, 
to drive me from the Country. Finding threats of no avail, the Legislatures 
of Vera Cruz and Puebla, were excited to remonstrate against my further 
^ See above, pt. ix, doc. 916, Poinsett to Clay, July 8, 1827. 
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residence in the Country, and the former published a manifest, directed 
principally against me, for an account of which I must refer you to my dis¬ 
patch N*^. 94.^ The memorable rebellion of Tulancingo in January 1828, 
had my expulsion for one of its principal objects, and I believe there is no 
instance on record of a foreign Minister having been so persecuted in any 
Country. 

It is difficult to believe that this hatred has not been the effect of an im¬ 
proper interference in the affairs of the Country. But I trust I have proved 
that this most singular state of things, has arisen from my steady opposition 
to the encroachments of European Powers; to my successful efforts to do 
away with the jealousy and hatred, with which those agents had inspired 
this people towards the United States, to the aid I most willingly lent to the 
Republican party in framing their laws and illustrating their constitution, 
which they had borrowed from us; and to my determined resistance to that 
superiority which European Agents would fain arrogate to themselves in 
these Countries. If this Legation had consented to submit to their pre¬ 
tensions, and had chosen to avail itself of the kind and condescending pro¬ 
tection which the Agent of H. B. M. proffered it, on its arrival in Mexico, 
we might have passed on smoothly and insignificantly. We did not think 
this course compatible with the dignity of our representation, nor with the 
Interests of the United States, and under this impression have most cheer¬ 
fully encountered all the obloquy and calumny to which our conduct has 
exposed us, and have neither felt nor expressed any other anxiety, than that 
the causes of the opposition we have met with, should be fully understood 
in the United States, and especially by the Government. 

The revolt which terminated in the capture of General Bravo and the 
chief military leaders of the Scotch party, at Tulancingo, must be too fresh 
in the recollection of every one, who has taken the slightest interest in the 
affairs of this Country, to require any further notice of that event here. My 
dispatch of the 8^^ January 1828, N°. 114,^ contains a full account of that 
ridiculous attempt to effect a Revolution against the constituted authorities 
of the Country, and against the will of the people. 

Defeated in this as in every other attempt this party had made to re¬ 
establish their power, they determined to seek out from among the predomi¬ 
nant party, some fit instrument to defeat the election of General Guerrero 
to the Presidency. For this purpose, they fixed on the Secretary of War 
Don Manuel Gomez Pedraza. This Gentleman’s career had been a singular 
one. He had been an officer in the Service of Spain under the viceroys, and 
had taken an active part in the wars of the Revolution against the Independ¬ 
ents. He was afterwards sent deputy to the cortes of Spain. On his return 
he became one of the Ministers of Iturbide and afterwards a leader of the 
Scotch party, which had contributed so materially to the overthrow of that 

^See above, pt. ix, doc. 916, Poinsett to Clay, July 8, 1827. 

* Not printed in this collection. 
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chief. He took advantage of the discovery of the conspiracy of the Friar 
Arenas, to abandon that party. He spoke to me in terms of reprobation of 
the infamous attempt made by those men to induce this Friar, to denounce 
me as the principal instigator of his plot, for an account of which, I must 
again refer you to my dispatch 94^; and openly declared that he could 
no longer hold communion with men who sought by the basest means, to 
destroy the liberties and independence of their Country. He stated that 
he had hitherto been deceived by them, but that having examined the evi¬ 
dence in the case, he was convinced of their participation in the conspiracy, 
and had therefore separated himself from their Society forever. 

In consequence of this declaration Pedraza was most grossly abased and 
vilified in the papers of his former friends; but when it was determined to 
make him the Instrument of dividing the York party and of defeating the 
election of Guerrero, they renewed their flattery and discovered in him all 
the virtues, that ought to adorn the chief of a great Nation. They certainly 
could not have made a better choice, to effect their purpose. Pedraza had 
acquired a certain degree of popularity, by his conduct in the discovery and 
punishment of the conspirators in the affair of the Friar Arenas; and sub¬ 
sequently in the defeat of the insurgents under General Bravo. He had 
therefore friends and partizans among the Iturbidistas and Yorkinos; and 
finally was Secretary of War, which under this Government, is equivalent 
to being commander in chief of the army. 

Having made this choice various causes contributed to their success. In 
some States, for instance in Vera Cruz and Puebla, the Legislatures which 
voted for Gomez Pedraza had been elected before the triumph of the Demo¬ 
cratic party in Mexico. They formed a part of the Aristocratic faction, and 
the vote they gave on that occasion was in conformity with the views of 
their party and might be regarded as an expiring effort to reestablish their 
power or to revenge their fall. In all the States of the Union the popular 
party had gained the elections and in no instance was a single one of the 
Representatives in those Legislatures reelected. The Secretary of War had 
taken the precaution to dismiss such officers as were not addicted to him, and 
especially to appoint military Commandants in the Several States, who were 
pledged to support his election, and, who did not scruple to use the force 
under their command for that purpose. The wealth of the Nation is for the 
most part in the hands of the Aristocracy and of the Spanish Merchants and 
was lavished to gain over votes where the Legislatures were nearly equally 
divided, with what success, the result has shown. To these causes is the 
election of Pedraza to be attributed and it was gained manifestly against 
the will of the people. From the moment the success of the election was 
known, the Senate aided by the Supreme Court, both bodies elected during 
the reign of the Scotch party and therefore most decidedly hostile to Re- 
iSee above, pt. ix, doc. 916, Poinsett to Clay, July 8, 1827. 
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publican Institutions and to the wishes of the people, commenced a series of 
persecutions against all persons who from their talents, liberal principles or 
popularity gave them cause of alarm. The Governors of several States were 
impeached on anonymous charges, suspended from their employments and a 
determination manifested to persecute them to the death. This most un¬ 
just and violent exhibition of their inveterate hatred against the best pa¬ 
triots and most deserving men in the Country roused that spirit of resistance 
in the people which led to the Revolution of the 4^^ December. I am firmly 
persuaded, that if the party had used their triumph with moderation, and 
had conciliated instead of persecuting their adversaries, such is still the habit 
in this Country of submission to authority, however acquired, that they 
would have preserved their power. Fortunately for this Nation they were 
maddened by their success, and their own ill conduct brought on their de¬ 
struction. The dismissal of General Lopez de Santa Ana from the command 
of the State of Vera Cruz, first induced that chief to take up arms; and the 
false accusation against Don Lorenzo de Zavala Governor of the State of 
IVIexico, and the apparent determination to bring him to the scaffold, drove 
that distinguished patriot to seek his safety in rebellion. The circumstances 
attending his persecution and flight, as well as the occurrences of the success¬ 
ful attack upon the Capital, are faithfully set forth in the pamphlet which 
accompanies this despatch, and to which I beg leave to refer you for some 
particulars which I omit, in order not to make this communication too 
voluminous. 

Such was the disposition of the people, that whenever the standard of re¬ 
volt had been created on that occasion, they would have rallied round it. 
The chiefs who guided their efforts wisely judged that it would save the 
effusion of blood, to effect a Revolution in the Capital itself, and if possible 
before the desultory forces which were on their march from the Southern 
coast should approach it, as they dreaded the excesses these men might com¬ 
mit. So much has been said in our papers and such exaggerated accounts 
have been written by the Europeans in this City, of the cruelties and dis¬ 
orders which followed the taking of the City by the Revolutionary forces on 
the 4^^ of December, that it is necessary the facts should be fairly stated. 

An enclosed space on the principal square, in front of the palace, called the 
Parian, a sort of Bazaar, has always been inhabited by European Spaniards, 
a race odious to the people of Mexico. It was natural therefore that the in¬ 
furiated mob, which entered the City on the third day of the attack, should 
direct their rage against this depository of the goods of their enemies. The 
shops in this enclosure were broken open and plundered, together with some 
few others in the immediate vicinity of the Parian, but no other disorders 
were committed. One person only lost his life on the entrance of the Revo¬ 
lutionists, the Conde del Valle, a man on many accounts odious to the peo¬ 
ple, and on whose house top a body of troops had been stationed, to defend 
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that entrance into the City and who had galled the assailants with their fire 
and killed a great many of their Men. 

Even these disorders trifling as they were compared with what a city taken 
by assault generally suffers, might and ought to have been prevented by the 
Government. All their outposts had been driven in and their defences de¬ 
stroyed long before the palace was assaulted. Terms of capitulation had been 
offered them, which they were urged to accept in order to prevent any ex¬ 
cesses being committed by the people. These were positively refused and the 
Government troops continued a feeble resistance, until the square was taken, 
when they threw down their arms and joined the plunderers. Under all these 
disadvantages order was restored in the course of two or three hours. Not a 
stranger was injured or insulted, a rare instance of forbearance, for there was 
scarcely a European in the City, who had not taken a part against the people. 
There can be no greater proof of the revolution having been in conformity 
with the views and wishes of a vast majority of the Mexican people, than the 
universal joy, with which the news was hailed by the States, and the cor¬ 
responding change which was immediately effected in all of them. The 
persecuted Patriots were released from the prisons to which they had been 
condemned by their implacable enemies, and throughout the whole extent of 
the Empire, not a cry was heard in favor of the fallen party, or of its chief, 
who had fled at the sight of the storm. 

You will have remarked that one of the avowed objects of this Revolution, 
and one perhaps which chiefly influenced the people, was the expulsion of the 
Spaniards from the Country. In order to understand this feeling, it is neces¬ 
sary to explain, that the Spaniards who reside in Mexico have been active 
agents in all the political changes this Country has undergone for many years 
past. Under the Viceroys they interfered in all the affairs of Government 
and not only awed the creoles into patient submission, but controlled the Vice¬ 
roys themselves. It will be remembered that such of them as attempted to 
contend against this influence, were deprived of their offices and sent igno- 
miniously out of the Country by these Oligarchists, who never failed to cor¬ 
rupt the troops of the Government for that purpose. The sanction of the 
Mother Country was always given to these outrageous proceedings, to which 
they continued to give the colour of excessive loyalty. 

The Revolution effected in this Country by Iturbide, received their con¬ 
currence and support, because they considered it to be directed against the 
Constitution which then existed in Spain, and which they could not endure to 
see established in America where it gave a semblance of self Government 
to the Creoles. They therefore approved the plan of Iguala, and expected to 
see a Bourbon seated on the throne of Mexico. Their disappointment in this 
hope, their utter contempt of the Creoles and their superior wealth, industry 
and energy of character, have rendered formidable their exertions to restore 
this Country to the dominion of Spain, and as a preliminary step to that 
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great end, to overturn its republican Institutions; efforts which have in re¬ 
ality occasioned all the convulsions this Country has suffered, since the decla¬ 
ration of its independence. From the first formation of the Scotch party, 
the Spaniards have formed an active and efficient portion of it; and now the 
Senate which was elected at a period when the Legislatures of the States were 
composed of the same party, refuses to pass a law of expulsion, altho’ it has 
been so clamorously called for by the people. This resistance to the public 
will, may in the present state of excitment occasion some further disturb¬ 
ances ; but what I dread most of all are the evils likely to be produced by the 
exhausted state of their finances. This Government has been compelled for 
some months back to have recourse to the most ruinous measures in order to 
procure the means of paying the troops. They have for this purpose antici¬ 
pated their revenue for some time to come and have reduced themselves to 
the greatest distress and to the verge of ruin. With their usual want of fore¬ 
sight and reflexion they go headlong on, without making an effort to reduce 
their expences, or to organise their Treasury. On this subject they are deaf 
to all counsel; and this alone renders me uneasy and doubtful with respect to 
the future tranquillity and prosperity of this Country. 

I am [etc.]. 


922 

Joel Roherts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, August 7, xSsq. 

Sir : I should be sensibly mortified in communicating to you the violent 
attacks which have been made upon me of late by the Aristocratic faction of 
this Country and especially that by the Legislature of the State of Mexico, if 
I could attribute them to any misconduct or even to any want of prudence on 
nny part. But these attacks have been entirely unprovoked, and the con¬ 
jectures, for you will perceive they are nothing more, which gave rise to them, 
are utterly unfounded. I most certainly never have given cause for the 
clamors, which have been raised against me by these designing men, by inter¬ 
fering in the remotest degree in the internal affairs of the Country; nor have I 
ever deviated from that frank open and manly policy, which distinguishes 
the intercourse of the United States with foreign Nations. All intrigue is as 
foreign from my character, as it is from the generous policy of the Govern¬ 
ment I represent, nor have I ever condescended to conceal the views of either 
in my negotiations with these States. I am, I repeat, entirely unconscious of 
having given any just motive for this excitement against me, on the part of 

^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV, 
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the faction in opposition to this Government, unless my uncompromising 
republican principles, and my friendly intercourse with some of the leading 
members of the popular party can be regarded as such. In my dispatch N®, 
i66 ^ I entered very fully into the causes of the enmity entertained against 
me by the Aristocratic, Monarchical and European faction in Mexico. It 
broke out into open hostility, before I had been in the Country six months, 
and their attacks have been unceasing ever since. This party had the power 
in their hands when I arrived in the Country, and by the nature of their In¬ 
stitutions, were dispossessed of it shortly after. They immediately attrib¬ 
uted their downfall to me, to the organisation of Masonic lodges in opposition 
to theirs, and which had served them as a successful instrument of political 
intrigue, to my superior management which they supposed had been used 
against them, and indeed to any other cause than the true one: namely, the 
popular elections and form of Government, which must forever preclude the 
possibility of an Oligarchy governing the people. 

From the unblushing effrontery with which these people assert false¬ 
hoods and reason from them as from facts, I feared they would have exercised 
more ingenuity in their accusations against me. 

You will perceive by the accompanying translation marked A that they 
speak only from conjectures as improbable as they are unfounded. They 
believe that I am the Soul of the present adminstration, and its only support, 
and that if they could succeed in removing me, they would find no difficulty 
in overthrowing the Government and recovering their power. They excite 
the people therefore by the most absurd and improbable tales; they tell them 
that the United States are jealous of the rising greatness of Mexico, and have 
instructed me to throw every obstacle in the way of its prosperity; they have 
even had the audacity to assert that the Cabinet of Washington caused the 
death of their Minister Obregon, and from that to argue publicly that the 
people ought to assassinate me. But it is disgusting to repeat the infamous 
proceedings of these men. I must refer you to the papers which accompany 
this dispatch and to Commodore Porter whom I have charged with the deliv¬ 
ery of them, and of other dispatches which have accumulated here, for want 
of a fitting opportunity to forward them. Commodore Porter has been in 
the Capital for the last four months, and has witnessed the almost incredible 
conduct of these men. To him therefore I refer you for a more minute detail 
of what has passed here, during that period. 

I have had frequent conferences with the President of these States, since 
the publication of the remonstrance of the Legislature of Mexico, and have 
represented to him the impropriety of such an interference on the part of a 
State, with the diplomatic relations of the Federal Government; as well as 
the evil consequences which must spring from this example. He expressed 
his regret at what had taken place, and in the warmest terms assured me, 
^ See above, pt. ix, doc. 921, Poinsett to Secretary of State, March 10, 1829. 
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that the General Government was perfectly satisfied with my conduct, and 
was aware that the attack was directed against them, rather than against me; 
spoke in strong language of the infamy of those men who sought to interrupt 
the friendly relations between the two Republics and said indeed everything 
that he supposed calculated to sooth my feelings, and to satisfy the United 
States of his friendly disposition towards them. But he had not firmness 
enough to reply to the Legislature of Mexico, in a manner which would pre¬ 
vent a repetition of those insults from the Legislatures of the States towards 
foreign Ministers. The good sense of the popular party has hitherto pre¬ 
vented similar attacks being made upon the agents of European Powers. I 
know such propositions have been made and opposed here by all the influence 
of the ruling party. 

This is, to be sure, a most miserable state of misrule and cannot last long. 

I am [etc.]. 

[The following is the document referred to which originated in the legisla¬ 
ture of the State of Mexico:] 

[translation] 

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF MEXICO 

STATE OF MEXICO 

On the 29^^^ day of July last the following resolution was submitted to 
the house by Mess”. Bonilla, Portilla, Velasquez de Leon, Del Rio, 
Malo, Campos, Galeana and Cordona. 

When the nation is threatened by its eternal enemies the Spaniards 
nothing is more important than to have united as it were in one centre 
the will of all the subjects of the Mexican Republic. Greater efforts 
have been made to persuade us of this truth than perhaps of any other, 
and very properly; but no one thing has been more neglected, than that 
of adopting adequate measures to obtain this desirable result. Let us 
commence, Sir, to carry into effect this union which is so much recom¬ 
mended, and let not the wishes of so many true patriots, who are anxious 
that we may all give each other a fraternal embrace, remain in the 
sphere of purely speculative ideas. This has to be the first defensive 
measure adopted by the Mexicans in order to obtain a certain triumph, 
and without this, all others will be useless. If this be accomplished, 
the world will then see the whole nation rise up like a formidable giant, 
to drive beyond the seas the wicked invaders of its territory. 

But in the present circumstances, what measure can save us & con¬ 
tribute most essentially to reconcile the minds of the people. No other 
presents itself at this time to the imagination of the undersigned, than 
that of petitioning the general Government respectfully but energetically 
to send the foreign Minister Poinsett out of the territory of the Republic. 
We voluntarily abstain from entering into the details of the causes that 
might justify this measure, to foreign nations, and to the Government 
which has given to the aforementioned Minister the instructions in 
pursuance of which he has performed the duties of his Commission. In 
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order not to compromise the national honor, we will not give credit to 
reports, of the truth of which, we have seen no proofs. We repeat that 
we will not bring forward charges which might be produced against him 
for acts which he has been seen to practise, and for all those things of 
which the federal government is well informed; and in submitting this 
resolution we will confine ourselves altogether to state the discredit into 
which this foreign functionary has fallen, and the prejudices, if it be 
pleased to call them so, with which he is regarded by the Mexicans. 
We take for the basis of our statement a fact of which no one can en¬ 
tertain a doubt, that he is regarded by all persons as the cause of our 
differences, and of the misfortunes of the Country. Let this be so or 
not, it is very certain that all pretext for discord ought to be removed 
as well as all causes which might in any way disturb the domestic peace 
and tranquillity, so necessary in the present melancholy state of things 
when we are threatened by a hostile invasion. All politicians recom¬ 
mend to proceed with circumspection in affairs in which vulgar prej¬ 
udices are mingled with the public opinion, and altho’ we might prove, 
that public opinion has declared itself in the most positive manner 
against Mr. Poinsett, it is sufficient for us that the prejudices of the 
vulgar have been pronounced in a thousand ways against his further 
residence among us; that they augment daily; and that in the midst of 
political fanaticism a catastrophe which might compromise our dignity 
and the national honor would not be extraordinary. Actuated by all 
these sentiments we request, that in order to preserve the domestic 
tranquillity and public order a remonstrance may be addressed to the 
President exciting him to give the proper passport to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of the North, Mr. J. R. Poinsett. 

The Legislature adopted this resolution with the following preamble ad¬ 
dressed to the President. 

Most Excellent Sir: The Legislature of the free State of Mexico 
representing all its inhabitants have the honor to address Your Excel¬ 
lency with the important object of exciting your well known zeal and 
pure love of Country in order that by virtue of the power conferred 
upon you, you may be pleased to adopt the only measure which in our 
opinion can suffice to reestablish confidence, to reconcile the minds of 
the people and to save the Republic from the dreadful evils with which 
it is threatened. This resolution of the Legislature has in no way been 
influenced either by personal feelings or motives of sympathy which 
are most commonly the origin of similar determinations; much less has 
it entered into their views to favour or to contend against the passions 
and interests of either party, which according to their respective 
opinions might regard it as a triumph, or fear it as the sanguinary spirit 
of persecution which distinguishes the character of all their most en¬ 
thusiastic proselites. 

The noble end to which this representation tends is precisely the de¬ 
struction of the fertile seeds of misfortune, the effectual union of public 
opinion and that fraternal affection which ought to bind together the 
great Mexican family: and if it should excite the murmers or enmity of 
those who fixed their hopes in our domestic dissentions, or of those who 
over and above timid and pusillanimous see in this measure the signal 
of a rupture with a friendly power; it will surely be applauded by every 
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friend of order and of the public peace, as upon these rest our federation, 
independence and common prosperity. 

Mexico, Sir, so long the sport of parties at length detests their de¬ 
structive tyranny: and undeceived and convinced by the inexplicable 
evils it has suffered, that its felicity is only to be found in peace, union 
and the common happiness of its inhabitants, regards with distrust every 
thing which it understands to have had any part in the misfortunes 
which have been occasioned by the quarrels of individuals. When a 
people has become obstinately persuaded of an opinion, it is difficult 
to make them believe in other reasons or assign other causes than those 
which they have imagined. Their distrust redoubles in proportion 
to the obstacles they encounter: and eager to shake off the iron yoke of 
deceit, they will not consent to submit even to the mild one of convic¬ 
tion. To this extreme have our fellow Countrymen arrived; torn to 
pieces by the fanatical fury of faction. Regarded with contempt as a 
people of savages or at least only half civilized, by nations which a short 
time before thought favourably of their destinies on account of their 
prudence & circumspection. Threatened by a cruel and barbarous 
Enemy who in its impotence still dares to compare itself with our actual 
condition and think itself very superior, and finally in the midst of an 
immense accumulation of afflictions and disasters the Mexicans reached 
those limits in which former illusions have no effect and without reflect¬ 
ing on the more hidden causes of their ruin, but fixing their attention on 
those that are apparent and known they direct towards them alone all 
their hatred and animosity and an universal clamour is raised to insist 
upon its separation or destruction, it is not surprising therefore that in 
the midst of this ferment they should forget the respect due to certain 
persons of distinguished and elevated character when they believed 
them to be the authors, or to have exercised a powerful influence in the 
improper direction of the public affairs in which they formerly took 
part, altho’ in an indirect manner either by their private relations with 
certain individuals members of the administration and to whom is 
attributed in a great measure the evils we now suffer, because the un¬ 
fortunate results in our public affairs have been identijfied by the people 
generally with their management, without adverting that perhaps there 
existed a thousand obstacles difficult to be overcome which prevented a 
successful issue. Call this if you will political fanaticism but it produces 
all the effects of exalted passions and leads to the commission of crimes, 
which being deemed heroic and even innocent acts are more easily 
perpetrated. In.this manner an outcry and an alarm is observed to 
resound throughout the whole Republic against the Envoy of the United 
States, Don J. R. Poinsett. His character of diplomatic agent it would 
appear ought to prevent his taking any part in the affairs of the in¬ 
terior. 

The Congress will not say that he has been as some think the soul of 
our administration; but it is notorious even by his own confession that 
he contributed towards the establishment of one of those secret societies 
which will figure with all the others in the history of our common dis¬ 
asters. From^ hence it is presumed that in like manner as in this un¬ 
fortunate affair he will continue to take an active part in all others. 
And as the effects of those associations have been the continual struggle 
of families against families in which we have seen repeated instances of 
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Utter demoralization and the rupture of the most sacred ties of nature, 
so likewise will arise others still more pernicious which may reduce us to 
the extremity of desperation. Arguments in support of this opinion 
are derived from the following considerations, the different geographical 
positions of our territory and that of the United States which it is well 
known produces so great an influence on the diplomatic relations of 
states; the personal qualities of Mr. Poinsett, and finally the events 
which have taken place here and elsewhere in relation to him. In effect 
the North Americans owe to their liberal institutions all that is denied 
to them by their climate; and it is very natural to believe that Mexico 
enjoying the same political system united to the advantages of her soft 
climate, to the fertility of her soil to the mild and docile character of her 
inhabitants and to all those circumstances which render society grateful 
and agreeable, would attract to herself an augmentation of population 
& wealth which would confer upon her a superior reputation and pre¬ 
ponderance over the rest of the Republics of this Continent. The North 
American policy it has been said is opposed to ours and it is their interest 
to preserve things in their present state in order that Mexico should 
offer no guarantees nor any description of attraction in her society, 
nor any advantages in the branches of her industry which might di¬ 
minish the credit and engrandizement of that nation. Upon this basis 
their diplomacy with respect to us must necessarily be placed and their 
Agents must fulfil their mission in this particular. Whether this 
reasoning be founded in fact or not it is certain that all hold it and feel 
it to be so, and hence the alarm, distrust & the hatred to each other 
between the political parties and between all Mexicans. 

The personal qualities of Mr. Poinsett confirm this opinion. Every 
one confesses that he possesses talents highly exercised in negociations 
of this description, by means of the many honorable commissions of the 
same nature which have been confided to him by his government; his 
highly polished and agreeable manners; his acquirements and the liveli¬ 
ness of his mind, the suavity of his character and the republicanism 
which he displays, all increase his influence in Society; and these 
qualities which in every other sphere render Individuals estimable, in a 
diplomatic Agent, who it would seem in order to be sufficiently circum¬ 
spect, should separate himself entirely from the world, appear to be in¬ 
terested, and spring from an excessive desire to form to himself a party 
which he may dispose of as occasion offers and which he may use as an 
instrument in secret political maneuvers. 

Finally the different events which have made so much noise and 
which have taken place in this country all having reference to his person 
and which render more suspicious those views which are presumed to 
be contrary to our well being. For time past we have experienced the 
strongest commotions which at every shock weaken and impoverish 
the nation more and more; that which was felt at the revolution of 
Tulancingo might have occasioned a thousand misfortunes if it had not 
fortunately been crushed in its cradle. 

The parties then were highly irritated and powerful enough to have 
done each other great harm, and consequently to their Country. Had 
the struggle been prolonged perhaps we might have been victims of the 
interference of some foreign power or of the oppression of our enemies, 
who might have hastened their attempts against us. 
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Our liberties would have perished. And for whom? It is enough to 
state, that the principal object of that tumult was the separation of the 
Minister of whom we are treating. Was it not to be expected that Mr. 
Poinsett for his own honor would have withdrawn himself voluntarily, 
or that the Cabinet of Washington knowing the discord which existed 
in the Country and which under pretext of their Minister occasioned so 
many evils, would have recalled him in order to avoid fresh catastrophes 
and not to compromise the friendly relations between the two Coun¬ 
tries? Is it not to be suspected that his further residence is the result 
of very profound and mysterious views. 

The Congress of the State of Mexico, Most Excellent Sir, does not 
bring forward these reasons as its own because it is not its object to 
prove the propriety of a measure which it solicits by reasons of policy 
which are purely speculative. It recites only those arguments which all 
the Mexicans suggest in order to persuade themselves that while this 
agent remains in the Country discord will not cease to agitate its flaming 
torch among us. Without enquiring into the truth of these reports, it 
is sufficient for the Legislature to know the existence of so universal a 
clamour, that interested in our domestic tranquillity as the only mode of 
sustaining our threatened independence, in the federation of which it 
forms a large part and in the public confidence, source of all prosperity, 
it solicits the adoption of a measure which it believes to be the only one 
that can save the nation. Neither can the delicacy of the Cabinet of 
Washington be offended by a resolution which is not the spontaneous act 
of the Government of your Excellency but the outcry of a whole people 
which compels Your Excellency to a measure which whether with or 
without reason they judge altogether indispensable to their happiness, 
which is superior to every other consideration. Would it not be more 
painful and distressing that in the daring of political fanaticism a catas¬ 
trophe should ensue that would stain our decorum and compromise the 
national honor? For does not history furnish the melancholy truth 
that where an easy and honorable remedy is not provided, the most 
criminal and violent means are employed. 

God forbid that the Mexican Nation, whose splendour we ought to 
preserve bright and clear should pass to future ages with the slightest 
stain of impurity. Let us. Sir, remove all occasion. Let us take away 
all pretext for disturbances. Let us strengthen the union solidly, 
the Union! ah! how necessary in our Country in order to recover from 
its prostration and divisions. 

This is the only wish and the noble end of the Legislature in soliciting 
that Your Excellency to maintain the order and domestic repose of the 
Republic, will be pleased to expedite passports to the Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary of the United States of America, Mr. Joel R. Poinsett. 

On motion ordered that the foregoing preamble and resolution should 
be published. 

[Poinsett's reply follows:] 

ANSWER OF THE AMERICAN MINISTER TO THE PREAMBLE AND 
RESOLUTION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
MEXICO OF THE 2^ OF AUGUST 1829 

It is with the deepest regret, that the Undersigned, finds himself again 
compelled to repel an attack, made against him personally, and against 
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the Nation he has the honor to represent, by a body of Men, who, whi 
ever may be their character individually, are entitled to respect fn 
their representation. 

The Legislature of Mexico, has thought fit, to call upon the Executi 
of this Union, to send the Undersigned out of the territory of this I 
public; accompanying this proposition by reasons, which if they ha 
any foundation in fact, must lead to a cessation of all friendly and d 
lomatic relations, between the two Republics. The Undersigned fe( 
as an American, unfeigned regret at this assumption by the Legislati 
of Mexico, of the attributes of the Executive power; at this depart) 
from the Constitution of the Country, and at this violation of the rig 
of Nations, because it furnishes some pretext for the assertion so of; 
made by the enemies of America, that the new States are not fit 
self Government. But with whatever indulgence he may be dispo: 
to regard the faults of a young Nation just springing into existen 
and most certainly, they have excited in his mind no other feeling tl 
that of compassion; it is due to himself and to his Country, to rep 
not to the arguments, for he has not been able to discover one, eili 
in the first proposition, or in the resolution adopted by the Legislat 
of the State of Mexico, but to the extravagant notions they have deen 
it decorous and fitting by a solemn act to publish to the world. 

The Members of the Legislature of Mexico who signed the proposil 
say, that in order not to compromise the National honor, they refr 
from giving credit to assertions of the truth of which they have not si 
any proofs; and omit bringing the charges which might be made agai 
the Undersigned, for the operations which he has been seen to pracli 
and for all those things, respecting which the Government of the F 
eration is well informed. They confine themselves only to the no tori' 
facts of the odium which exists universally against the Undersign 
and the opinion they have formed that in the midst of political fan 
icism a catastrophe may be expected which would compromise 
National honor and decorum of Mexico. Would it not have been m 
decorous, to have called upon the Federal Government to furnish 
proofs of the improper conduct of the Undersigned, than to adopt 
assertions of venal writers, or to mistake the productions of ignora 
and malevolence, for the settled opinion of a great and magnanim 
people? By such a course, these gentlemen would have avoided j 
nouncing a gross and shameful libel upon their fellow Countryn 
Who can believe that a foreign Minister is exposed to any personal ] 
in the Mexican Republic? Such a threat can neither alarm the 
thorities of the Country nor intimidate the Undersigned; both beca 
in the execution of his duty, he knows no fear, and because he ha 
perfect reliance on the generous character of the people among whorr 
resides, notwithstanding they are so strangely calumniated by 
Legislature of Mexico. These motives which gave rise to the prop 
tion ai'e so entirely futile and unfounded, that the Undersigned ’ 
pass on to the reasoning which induced the Legislature to adopt 
and which is of a still more strange and extravagant character. No 
touch upon the abstract reasoning of the Legislature respecting 
effects of the fanatical fury of factions, which he freely confesses he 
not been able clearly to understand, he will reply at once to the cha 
that the diplomatic character of the Undersigned ought to have k 
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him from all interference in the domestic affairs of the Country. He 
utterly denies, that he has ever directly or indirectly interfered in the 
remotest degree in the affairs of the Republic, unless as he before re¬ 
marked his declared preference of Republican Institutions over all 
others, and his earnest desire that no part of America should be swayed 
by foreign influence, both of which opinions, have, he confesses been 
strongly expressed by him on every fitting occasion, can be called an 
improper interference in the domestic concerns of the Republic where he 
resides as a foreign Agent. But the Legislature disclaim the belief 
that he has been the Soul of the Administration, they confine themselves 
to the notorious fact, as confessed by himself, that he contributed to the 
establishment of one of those Secret Societies, which figure with all oth¬ 
ers of a like nature in the history of the common disasters of the Country. 

It is true that the Undersigned has already stated the part he took 
in the establishment of ancient York Masonry in Mexico. It is true 
that at the request of the officers of the five lodges which he found exist¬ 
ing in the Country, he sent for charters to New York and installed the 
grand Lodge. But these officers were men who enjoyed at that time, 
and with one only exception, still continue to enjoy the confidence of 
their fellow Citizens, and occupied then, as they still continue to occupy 
the highest posts in the gift of the people and to which they have been 
deservedly elevated, for their patriotism and virtues. He had no 
reason to believe that such men would convert this Institution to im¬ 
proper purposes; nor should it be forgotten, that the Institution existed 
and would have produced the same effects, be they good or evil, whether 
the Undersigned had or had not yielded to the solicitations of his friends, 
and sent for the Masonic charters to New York. With these men, the 
Undersigned has been associated in habits of intimacy and friendship, 
for more than three years, and is confirmed in the belief he then enter¬ 
tained that they have been actuated by the best motives and the purest 
patriotism. 

To them he boldly appeals, as to Men of truth and honor, whether he 
has ever, directly or indirectly taken part in the domestic affairs of 
Mexico, as the Legislature has gratuitously supposed, merely because 
he sent for charters to legitimate lodges already existing in the Country, 
at the request of the most patriotic and most virtuous Men in these 
States. ^ He appeals to them whether he has ever attended a meeting 
for political purposes, or for years past entered a Masonic lodge, or 
attempted to influence them in any other way, than by exhorting them 
to maintain inviolate the federal and republican Institutions of the 
Country. 

The Legislature of Halparn states that: "'In effect the North Ameri¬ 
cans owe to their liberal Institutions all that is denied to them by their 
climate; and it is very natural to believe that Mexico, enjoying the 
same political system united to the advantages of her soft climate, to 
the fertility of her soil, to the mild and docile character of her inhab¬ 
itants and to all those circumstances which render Society grateful and 
agreable, would attract to herself an augmentation of population and 
wealth, which would confer upon her a superior reputation and a 
preponderance over the rest of the Republics of this Continent, The 
North American policy it has been said, is opposed to ours, and it is their 
interest to preserve things, in their present state, in order that Mexico 
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should offer no guarantees, nor any description of attraction in her 
Society, nor any advantages in the branches of her industry which 
might diminish the credit and aggrandisement of that Nation. Upon 
this basis their diplomacy with regard to us must necessarily be placed, 
and their agents must necessarily fulfil their Mission in this particular. 
Whether this reasoning be founded in fact or not, it is certain that all 
hold it and feel it to be so, and hence the alarm, distrust and the hatred 
to each other between the political parties and between all Mexicans.” 

If the case were really as it is here set forth by the Legislature, this 
Republic ought not to permit any agent of the United States of America 
to reside within its Territory. But the supposition is purely gratuitous, 
and founded in ignorance of the relative position of the two Countries. 
Their productions, industry and commerce are so entirely distinct, that 
no rivalry can exist between them. Mexico possesses certainly within 
herself the means of greatness; and no one can feel a deeper interest in 
her prosperity than the Undersigned; he desires most earnestly that she 
may be permitted by those who rule her destinies, to develop all her 
resources, and to become a great and consolidated Nation. In this 
State, the two great republics of North America would contribute more 
to each other’s prosperity and security, than they can do at present; 
and the Statesmen of this Country, would then be convinced, that there 
can be no competition between them. Mexico enjoys some advantages 
which the United States do not possess; and would, under other circum¬ 
stances hold out great inducements to European emigrants; but nothing 
can be more erroneous than to suppose that the United States of Amer¬ 
ica, are interested in diverting that emigration from Mexico to their 
own shores. The population of those States, has increased within the 
last thirty eight years from about four, to thirteen millions, while the 
emigration from abroad, has not since the revolution averaged more than 
twelve thousand souls a year; it will be seen therefore, that the loss of 
this number, supposing the whole tide of emigration to set towards 
Mexico, would not injure the prosperity of the United States of Amer¬ 
ica. Without this aid, the population of those States at the present rate 
of increase, will amount in the year 1870, only forty years hence, to the 
prodigious number of forty seven Millions. From what then can this 
dread of the superior greatness of Mexico arise? It cannot be from the 
fear of her eclipsing our Commerce. Mexico may one day or other have 
a flourishing trade in the Pacific with the East; but the nature of her 
sea coast, will effectually prevent her entering into competition with her 
neighbours, in this particular, on the Atlantic. Is it that from the 
superior fertility of her soil, she may, as Baron Humbolt has supposed, 
undersell the produce of the United States in foreign Markets? There 
are two circumstances which forbid this conclusion. The difficulties 
presented by the physical construction of this Country to an easy and 
cheap communication, between the most fertile and productive districts, 
and the sea coast; and the different character of the laborers in the 
two Countries. The Undersigned will avoid going into any comparison 
between them, but confine himself to the singular fact that with every 
advantage on the part of Mexico, both in climate and soil, the cost of 
raising all agricultural products here, is very nearly double that of pro¬ 
ducing the same articles in the United States; and the cost of conveying 
those productions to market more than quadruple. From these great 
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and essential differences between the two Republics, it must be clear 
to every reflecting mind, that there can exist no rivalry on the part of 
the United States towards Mexico. They have no reasons to wish that 
their neighbours should be poor and turbulent; on the contrary they 
wish to see them wealthy and tranquil. They have always cherished 
and manifested towards them the most friendly feelings, and the people 
of this Country may rest assured, that the policy of the Government 
of the United States of America is free from all guile or even conceal¬ 
ment. The very nature of their Institutions forbids it. The people 
have a right to know all the acts of their Government, and do know 
them. Every thing is published to the world, even the instructions to 
their Ministers abroad. The Cabinet of Washington is therefore en¬ 
tirely free from all political intrigue and nothing can be more frank 
than the intercourse of the United States with foreign powers. 

Should ever the enemies of America, of whom the Legislature of the 
State of Mexico appear to be the blind instruments, succeed in changing 
the present friendly relations, between the two Republics, should ever 
the United States of America be driven by a series of wrongs and in¬ 
sults, to assert their rights or avenge their injured honor, their hostility 
will be as open and avowed, as their friendship is now, and has hitherto 
been, frank generous and sincere. 

The Legislature goes on to say that the ''personal qualities of the 
Undersigned confirm the opinion, that the United States seek to prevent 
this Country from rising into greatness, in order that it should not pre¬ 
sent to the world any guarantees of social order, because such a state of 
things, would diminish the credit and aggrandisement, of that, which he 
represents. That every one confesses that he professes talents highly 
exercised in negotiations of this description, by means of the many hon¬ 
orable commissions of the same nature, which have been confided to 
him by his Government; his highly polished and agreable manners; 
his acquirements and the liveliness of his mind; the suavity of his 
character, and the republicanism which he displays, all increase his 
influence in Society; and these qualities which in every other sphere 
render individuals estimable, in a diplomatic Agent, who it would seem 
in order to be sufficiently circumspect, should separate himself entirely 
from the world, appear to be interested and to spring from an excessive 
desire to form to himself a party, which he may dispose of as occasion 
offers, and which he may use as an instrument in secret political 
maneuvres.” 

This is certainly a novel doctrine, and the diplomatic corps generally 
will be surprised to learn, that in order to avoid suspicion and to act 
with due circumspection, they must seclude themselves from the World, 
or at all events forbear to associate with the people of the Country where 
they reside. The Undersigned confesses that he had thought differently 
both of the qualities and conduct of a foreign Minister. And if in order 
to be tolerated in this Country, it is essential that a Minister should be 
morose, austere and haughty in his manners; aristocratic in his feelings 
and monarchical in his principles, all diplomatic relations between the 
two Countries must be suspended, for there are no such characters to 
to be found among the public men of the United States of America. 

The Legislature of the State of Mexico express their surprise and 
attribute to profound and mysterious views the permanence of the 
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Undersigned in this Country after the rebellion of Tulancingo. They 
ask how it happened that the Cabinet of Washington did not recall him, 
or that he himself for his own decorum did not voluntarily withdraw 
from the Country. The Cabinet of Washington regarded the aflfair 
of Tulancingo as the movement of a faction in open rebellion again§i 
the authorities of the Country and therefore unworthy of their notice; 
and however respectable the character of the persons who placed them« 
selves at the head of it, both the character and the conduct of thal 
rebellion, were in the highest degree contemptible. 

With regard to the voluntary permanence of the Undersigned in thr 
Mexican States, he is surprised that the Legislature who have m 
the preceding paragraph shown themselves so well acquainted with 
the duties of a foreign Minister should be ignorant that he is entirely 
dependent upon the orders of his Government. The Undersigned 
sent to Mexico for the purpose of concluding Treaties between the two 
Republics and did not think himself at liberty to depart until he haii 
accomplished that object. He does not feel at liberty to disclose the 
progress of the negotiations nor the causes of the delay; but will confmr 
himself to state the fact that he has repeatedly pressed this Government 
to come to a decision upon them, in order that he might return to the 
United States. His permanence therefore has not been voluntary r\m 
has it arisen from any profound or mysterious views; but from the simple 
fact, that the Government of this Union, has not thought fit to decide 
on Treaties concluded between the Plenipotentiaries of the respective 
Republics, a very long while ago. The Legislature of Mexico ank 
whether it would not be more painful and grievous, that in the wildne^i 
of political fanaticism a catastrophe should take place which mighi 
stain the National honor, for is not the melancholy fact proved by hin- 
tory that where an easy and honorable remedy, is not provided, the 
most violent and criminal means are employed 1 ! Be the alternative 
which this sentence conveys, intended as a threat, or as a recommenda* 
tion to the people to resort to it, it is viewed by the undersigned, with 
equal scorn and reprobation. He confides fearlessly in the honor of the 
Mexican people, and feels as secure in Mexico as if he were in the Capitol 
of Washington. He will however inform the Legislature of Mexiai 
that History presents no example of such an event as they anticipate 
with so much complacency, having taken place in a civilized Country: 
and that such insinuations while they vilify the character of a mag¬ 
nanimous people, will excite the horror and indignation of the civilizttt! 
world. 

The Undersigned cannot take leave of the Mexican people, whom he 
addresses for the last time, without exhorting them to dismiss from 
their minds all jealousy of such foreign powers as profess friendship for 
them. The guile and concealment and intrigue which distinguished 
diplomacy in former times, is no longer practised by civilized Nations; 
and altho’ weak and designing men interpret the most simple actions 
and the most honorable conduct, as the result of mysterious and pro¬ 
found views, tending to injure this Country, the Mexican people may 
rest assured that there is no Nation American or European that would 
degrade itself by such base practices. Above all he exhorts them to 
believe, that their neighbours the people of the United States of Amer¬ 
ica, have always regarded them with sympathy and the liveliest interest, 
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and that it is utterly impossible that they should ever feel the slightest 
jealousy of the prosperity of Mexico. 

The United States of America are in a state of progressive improve¬ 
ment, unexampled in the history of the world. Their federal Union 
instead of dissolving away, as had been predicted by European States¬ 
men, has gained strength with time; their commerce rivals that of the 
oldest Nations of Europe; their internal communications, their rivers, 
roads and canals, teem with the trade of a wealthy and industrious 
Country; their manufactures are in the most flourishing condition; 
their Army and Navy will bear a comparison with any in the World; 
their finances are most ample, almost without taxation; and above all, 
the mass of their population is better educated and more elevated in its 
intellectual and moral character, than that of any other Nation. If 
such be their political condition, can there be any danger, that their 
progress will be checked or their greatness fade away, before the rising 
prosperity of Mexico? Instead of feeling any jealousy or distrust of 
their neighbours, let them enquire to what circumstances are to be 
attributed their unexampled state of prosperity, and adopt them as 
the most honorable means of rivalling them. 

They will be found to consist in liberal Institutions ably and faithfully 
administered; a rigid adherence to the Constitution; no one branch of 
Government usurping the attributes of another; a perfect devotion to 
the will of the people, constitutionally expressed; an universal desire 
to promote the common welfare, for which great purpose all are inti¬ 
mately united; a strict and impartial administration of justice; the 
liberty every man enjoys, to employ his time and his means, to the 
improvement of his own fortune, without the intervention of Govern¬ 
ment; the equality of all in the eye of the law; the universal elective 
franchise, which elevates the character of the mass of the people, and 
last not least, the abundant and cheap means of education which render 
that people capable of self Government. 

In a spirit of kindness towards the Mexican People, which the 
insults and clamours of a faction, can never alter, he exhorts them to 
union among themselves, and to the practice of those virtues which 
have elevated the United States of America to the high rank which they 
now hold among the Nations of the Earth. 


923 

Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

' Mexico, August g, i82g. 

Sir: On the 25^^ of July the Spanish Squadron consisting of a ship of the 
line, two frigates and some smaller vessels of war with twenty-five transports 
anchored off the bar of Tampico, and on the 27^^ landed their troops, about 
three thousand men, at Caboroxo, twelve leagues south of Tampico. After 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. 
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throwing up entrenchments at Caboroxo, they have pushed forward an ad¬ 
vance which has occupied Pueblo viejo and a small fort near the bar. In¬ 
deed all the first actions must be in favor of the invading force, as the Mexi¬ 
cans have not as yet more than eight hundred men to oppose to them. Thus 
far the Spaniards have acted with great moderation and policy. They pay 
well for the supplies they obtain, reward desertion liberally and hold out fair 
promises of pardon to all who are disposed to submit to the clemency of their 
Sovereign. That they have a party in the Country, no one can doubt, but it 
is feeble in numbers. Their strong hold is in this Capital, where every effort 
is making to clog the operations of the Government, and if possible to destroy 
it. Efforts which it is to be feared may be successful, for the ignorance and 
credulity of these people is surprising so that the agents of Spain and the 
demagogues of the faction opposed to the Government find no difficulty in 
deceiving them. 

The Congress has been convened and has been occupied in noisy debates 
on trifling subjects and in mutual accusations and recriminations. The com¬ 
mittee of finance has proposed a forced loan of two millions and a half of dol¬ 
lars to meet the immediate exigencies of the Government, to be raised by the 
States after a certain pro rata to be fixed by Congress. 

Nothing but the grossest misconduct and the basest cowardice and treach¬ 
ery can betray this Country into the hands of the Spaniards. General 
Santa Ana has sailed from Vera Cruz with twelve hundred men intending to 
land at Tuspan. He has risked more than a prudent general ought to have 
done, for the Spanish Squadron is cruising off Tampico and may have re¬ 
ceived advice of his embarkation, notwithstanding the embargo laid upon the 
shipping in the port of Vera Cruz. The troops which had been assembled in 
San Luis Potosi to the number of four thousand men, have marched towards 
Tampico, under the command of Generals Garza and Valdivieso and about 
two thousand men under General Velasco have marched direct from hence 
for the same point. It is however doubtful whether these officers will act in 
concert. They are all of the same grade and even in the armies of more civi¬ 
lized Nations it frequently happens that jealousy of rank and command is 
stronger than love of Country. 

I am [etc.]. 
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George Pragety Vice Consul of the United States at Tampico^ to Martin Van 
BureUy Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Tampico, August lOy j82q. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that on the 24th Ult“°. a Spanish Ex- 
ped"^. from the Havana appeared off this place and effected a landing to the 
Southward of the Bar without molestation. Without entering into minutiae, 
suffice it to say, that the Mexican troops retired by degrees almost without 
resistance, and finally abandoned the place on the afternoon of the 6th inst.— 
On the 7th inst. the Spanish army entered and I have the satisfaction of say¬ 
ing that hitherto all neutral houses and property have been respected by 
them. This calm however cannot be of long duration for unless strongly 
reinforced it is impossible they can hold out long against the native forces 
which will of course be down soon upon them in great numbers; and I fear 
this place will become the theatre of War. The Spanish authorities are now 
in the act of arranging a custom house on the basis of that of the Havana, and 
have appointed an Intendant and civil officers. 

The Mexicans before retiring obliged all the merchants of this place to give 
in the Bills of Lading of monies rec^. by them in the last conducta from San 
Luiz and insisted on the delivery of the am^. to be sent to the Interior, and 
this they effected, notwithstanding the remonstrances made by the British 
and French consuls and myself to the contrary and they threatened to carry 
the same into effect by means of an armed force. On the morning of the 4th 
inst. they arrested in his house Francisco Mazas, citizen of the United States 
married in Philadelphia and long resident there—he was said to be accused 
of some treasonable practises against the Mexican govern*^, and being a Span¬ 
iard by birth, the popular feeling was strong against him. I demanded his 
person repeatedly from the civil and military authorities both verbally and 
by writing, but could get no answer whatever. 

This citizen they marched out along with them, his arms tied and linked 
with a negro accused of something similar; and a body has since been found 
distant 8 miles from this place supposed to be that of Mazas but so disfigured 
by wounds and putrefaction as to make it difficult to identify it. The part of 
the dress however which remained on the body was known to be his, and 
there remains little doubt in the minds of two respectable citizens of the U. S. 
who found the body, but that Francisco Mazas has been barbarously mur¬ 
dered without even the form of a trial. 

He was a man, universally beloved and respected- 

There is a great deal of American property in this place and altho’ the 
United States Government has a station so very near us as Pensacola, I regret 
to state to you that no vessel of war has been here for the last 6 months, 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

IMS. Consular Letters. Tamoico. L 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, August 22, iSzg. 

Sir: The Spanish troops have taken Tampico de Tamaulipas, and are 
fortifying the place. General Santa Ana is by this time before it with a 
desultory force of between seven and eight thousand men. The Spanish 
squadron suffered him to reach Tuspan in safety, and he has been appointed 
General in chief of the division of operations against the Spaniards. The 
position occupied by the latter is very strong, having a deep and broad river 
in front and a lake in the rear, and its only approach narrow roads across a 
morass. So long as they can keep up their communications with the Sea, 
they may maintain themselves in Tampico. It is not probable that they 
will venture to march into the interior with so small a force. 

The law for raising a forced loan of two millions and a half has passed. 

Two divisions are to be organised, one to be situated between Puebla and 
Perote, under the command of the Vice President General Bustamante; and 
the other in the Western provinces, under the command of General Figueroa. 

The Country is in my opinion in more danger from the intestine divisions 
of its own citizens, than from any force the Spaniards can send against it. 

The Senate obstinately refuse to accede to the propositions of the Govern¬ 
ment for the defence of the Country, and the majority of the Chamber of 
Deputies have resolved in the event of Senate persisting in their resolution, 
to secede and dissolve the Government. They propose in that case to 
publish a manifesto, addressed to the Nation, setting forth their motives 
for adopting this desperate measure; and in strong terms reprobating the 
unworthy conduct of the Senate. Some change and that a radical one is on 
the eve of taking place in this Country. 

Under these circumstances and considering too that the Spanish fleet will 
probably blockade the coast of the gulph of Mexico, I think it my duty 
respectfully to suggest to the President the necessity of sending a strong 
naval force into these seas. The presence of an American Squadron, and 
especially of a ship of the line, would not only protect the valuable commerce 
we have with this Country from aggression on the part of the Spaniards; but 
would command respect from these people, and lead them to act with more 
courtesy towards our flag and our Citizens. 

I am [etc.]. 


1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV, 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

Mexico, September 2, i82g. 

Sir: The Congress of this Union adjourned on the 28‘>' Ult°. after passing 
an act to authorise the President to adopt such measures as may be necessary 
for the preservation of the independence, of the existing system of Govern¬ 
ment and of the public tranquillity; the only exception made to this power is 
that he may not dispose of the lives of the Mexicans, nor banish them from 
the Country. This act constitutes General Guerrero, dictator in fact, until 
the next meeting of Congress which will take place in January 1830. 

I mentioned in my last that General Santa Ana appointed Commander in 
chief of the Division of operations against the Spaniards had arrived safely 
at Tuspan. From thence he advanced along the coast to Pueblo Viejo de 
Tampico, which he found abandoned by the Enemy. Learning that the 
invading Army had advanced into the Interior, as far as Altamira, about 
eight leagues from Tampico de Tamaulipas, he formed a plan to surprise the 
garrison which the Spanish General had left in that place. Having sent 
orders to General Garza who commanded a body of Mexican troops a 
short distance from Altamira to attack that place, in order to make a di¬ 
version in his favor, he crossed the river in the night, below the Town with 
about 400 men. His intention of surprising the Spaniards, was frustrated, 
by a militia man firing his musket, by mistake or negligence, when the little 
sQuadron of canoes was within a stone’s throw of the shore. The garrison 
was thus warned of the danger, and were in battle array when they were 
attacked by Santa Ana’s small division. The Spaniards were driven from 
a .11 their positions and the Mexican Troops had taken possession of the prin¬ 
cipal square, when the commanding officer of the former offered to capitulate. 
General Garza had not executed the order sent him by Santa Ana, and the 
auction had lasted so long, that the troops which were stationed at Altamira, 
had time to reach the scene of action before the terms of capitulation had 
been concluded. Their presence, being upwards of 2,000 men, changed the 
fa.ce of things altogether. Santa Ana however maintained his position in 
the principal square, and the Spanish General demanded a parley. Santa 
Ana boldly declared that he would treat on no other terms than an uncon¬ 
ditional acknowledgement of the Independence of the United Mexican 
States and an immediate evacuation of their Territories by the Spanish 
forces. To his great surprise and that of every one else, the Spanish General 
Don Isidro Barradas told him that he might retire to his former quarters 
at Pueblo Viejo, when they would renew the negotiations. Santa Ana too 
happy to escape so easily filed thro’ the City with his little band of 400 






men, with colors flying and drums beating and recrossed the river to Pueblo 
Viejo. The conduct of Barradas is unaccountable. 

It is now that these people begin to open their eyes to all the abuses of the 
war Department. Their army of 30,000 Men, as it appeared on the return 
costing upwards of Ten Millions of Dollars a year, has dwindled down to 
something less than eight thousand effective Soldiers, and the Government 
is obliged to call out the Militia to assist in repelling an invading force of 
3,500 Men. 

The State of Xalisco is striving to form an independent League, to be 
composed of that State, and the States of Guanajuato, Zacatecas and San 
Luis Potosi. The Invasion and the immediate danger to which their 
Independence is exposed may prevent the present success of this scheme: 
but this Federation is as a rope of sand, and will crumble to pieces ere long. 

I cannot refrain from repeating that in my opinion we ought to have as 
soon as possible a Squadron on this coast. The Commerce of France and of 
Great Britain is protected while ours is at the mercy of the Belligerents. 

I am [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett^ United States Minister to Mexico^ to Martin VanBurent 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, September 22, i82g. 

Sir: Official accounts were received last evening from General Santa 
Anna of the capitulation of the Spanish invading army under General Bar¬ 
radas, to the Mexican forces before Tampico de Tamaulipas. 

A Translation of the official communication made to this Legation, by the 
Mexican Government of this important event, is herewith transmitted. 
I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Jos^ Maria de Bocanegra, Secretary of State of Mexico^ to Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
United States Minister to Mexico ^ 

[translation] 


Mexico, September 22, i82g. 

The Undersigned Secretary of State and of Interior and Exterior relations 
has the honor to remit to Y. E. by order of H. E. the President several copies 

1 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. For the official communication from the Mexican 
• Government, see immediately following (doc. 928). 

2 MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV, enclosed with Poinsett to Clay of the same date which 
immediately precedes this (doc. 927). 
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of the official bulletin which contains the account given by the General in 
chief of the army of operations, of the fortunate termination of the campaign 
against the Spanish army under the command of General Barradas, the 
details of which will be communicated to Y. E. as soon as they arrive; and 
also copies of the proclamation which H. E. the President has addressed to 
the Mexicans on this happy occasion. On making this communication the 
Undersigned is directed to state to Y. E. that altho the Supreme Government 
is not surprised at this result of the invasion of the so called Vanguard of the 
Royal army, the fact, of its having been accomplished in so short a time, and 
in the midst of so many circumstances, which cover with glory the Mexican 
arms, commanded by the brave and tried General in chief Citizen Antonio 
Lopez de Santa Anna, has filled it with a joy and satisfaction to describe 
which language is inadequate; especially when it is considered that this War, 
as it has resulted, far from being a political evil, has been in reality a happy 
event, the origin and beginning of inestimable good; having consolidated the 
National Independence, instead of destroying it; having strengthened, 
instead of weakening, the reputation and credit of the Federation; having 
awakened and called into action, the spirit of the Nation in favor of National 
Liberty; having furnished an opportunity to carry into effect serious and 
efficacious measures for the reorganisation of the army and of the Treasury; 
having called public attention to the necessity and the means of organising 
a plan of defence by which with greater facility and without any sacrifice 
whatever any other aggression which shall be hereafter attempted may be 
repelled; and above all, having made evident and palpable the great excel¬ 
lence of the Union and its inestimable effects, which may be hoped thereby 
to be now forever consolidated among the Mexicans, and to present to the 
rash invading Nation in the sequel of this glorious event, so many and such 
means of being undeceived, that if there exist in it a single particle of judge¬ 
ment and of respect for its own reputation and interest, it is to be expected, 
that at length, confounded, it will learn to appreciate its utter incapacity to 
act against those who sustain the holy cause of liberty. 

H. E, the President thro’ the Undersigned begs Y. E. to permit him to 
take the liberty to communicate to you this happy occurrence which has 
liberated from the inevitable risks of war, the property and the fruits of the 
industry of the subjects of your Nation, which was one of the gravest subjects 
of reflection which occupied H. E., altho’ in this particular, he was tranquil- 
lised and consoled by the consideration that no provocation had been given 
on our part; and he hopes that Y. E. will have the goodness to transmit 
intelligence of this important event to the high consideration of your Govern¬ 
ment. 

The Undersigned profits of this opportunity to repeat [etc.]. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, October 2,182Q. 

Sir: We have at length received details of the battle, if such it can be called, 
which preceded the surrender of the Spanish forces under General Barradas, 
to the Mexican General Santa Anna. 

It appears, that General Santa Anna, after constructing two batteries on the 
right bank of the River Panuco, at points called PiedrasandHumo, immediately 
opposite to the Town of Tampico de Taumalipas [Tamau 1 ipas], which the Span¬ 
iards permitted him to do, without interruption, ordered General Teran to ad¬ 
vance with his Division, and take post at a point called Dona Cicilia situated 
between the new redoubt constructed by the Spaniards and the mouth of the 
River and the Town of Taumalipas. In this situation both parties were as¬ 
saulted, on the night of the 9th September by an equinoctial hurricane, which 
raised the waters so as to compel the Mexicans to take refuge in the woods, 
and the Spaniards to abandon the fort, and move towards higher ground. As 
soon as the gale had abated and the waters subsided, General Santa Anna 
crossed over, and having ascertained that the Spanish Garrison had the night 
before evacuated the fort at the bar, he hoped to surprise it. He was how¬ 
ever too late, and he then resolved to storm it. The outer works were car¬ 
ried, but being commanded by an interior redoubt placed upon a higher sand 
hill, the Mexicans were checked, and when about to renew the assault, the 
Spanish General who was in Tampico de Taumalipas hung out a flag of truce 
and proposed to surrender. His situation was critical, to be sure, being cut 
off from all his communications, but the Town had only been cannonaded 
and bombarded. It Is to be presumed however, that he knew his situation 
to be desperate and was anxious to save the lives of his men. 

The Spanish forces are to be reimbarked for Havanna as soon as possible, 
and to maintain themselves until the shipping arrives. They delivered up 
their colours and arms and are to be cantoned In the several Towns in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Tampico, until reimbarked. General Barradas has gone to New 
Orleans to procure transports. Should the second expedition arrive, it is to 
return immediately to Havanna. The annexed plan will enable you to trace 
the operations of this most disgraceful invasion. These silly people were de¬ 
ceived by the reports of the exiled Spaniards, and by the base faction which 
has conducted Itself in so scandalous a manner towards the United States 
and towards me. It was when they expected to be supported by the rebel¬ 
lion of Tulancingo that they made their first attack upon me, and they re¬ 
newed their threats and clamours with still greater virulence on the invasion 
of the Country by a Spanish Army. 


^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. 
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The State of Xalisco failed in forming a separate league with four other 
States, and there is some prospect of a short period of tranquillity in this 
Country. 

I am [etc.]. 
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J^ael Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[decodification] 

Mexico, October 14 , 182Q . 

Sir: Col. Basadre, to whom I have given a letter to you, leaves Mexico to¬ 
day on a mission to France, as it is said. This person is a deputy in the lower 
house, and stands high in the confidence of the President. 

This Government has resolved to send a secret mission to Haiti, in order to 
concert measures with Boyer to excite the slaves in the Island of Cuba to re¬ 
volt ; and I have some reason to believe that Basadre has been charged with 
■this commission, and that the mission to France is a mere pretext to cover the 
real object of his voyage. 1 have communicated my suspicions to the French 
Consul, and it is proper that the British Government should be informed of 
■this attempt to excite a servile war in Cuba: but the conduct of the Legation 
of that Government at this Court, has prevented me from holding any con¬ 
fidential intercourse with it on this or on any other subject. 

I mentioned to the Secretary of State that I was aware of the intentions of 
this Government in relation to Cuba, and could not but disapprove of them. 

He did not attempt to deny them, and I then stated that I was well con¬ 
vinced my Government would not only highly disapprove of any such at¬ 
tempts but would oppose them. I am convinced that the state of the Island 
of Haiti will not permit Boyer to take any active part in aid of the designs of 
this Government, and that even if he possessed the power and were so dis¬ 
posed, one word from France would restrain him from doing so. But these 
designs would command the active cooperation of Bolivar, and of a host of 
emigrants from Cuba who are scattered over these continents and the adja¬ 
cent Islands. I cannot but think the interests of the United States require 
tha.t they should be promptly and effectually counteracted. Basadre carries 
with him twenty commissions for privateers, which he is instructed to dispose 
of in the United States. 

I am [etc.]. 

^MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett, United States Minister to Mexico, to Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Mexico, October 14 , 182Q , 

Sir: By the last mail I received advices from Guatemala with the en¬ 
closed note from the Secretary of foreign affairs of that Government addressed 
to you. 

My correspondent, who is Secretary of the Treasury writes, that “all is 
tranquil in that country except that the sensation produced by the news of 
the Spanish invasion has been very great.’' He informs me likewise, that 
the Minister of that Government at Mexico has been recalled for it has been 
discovered by letters from him which have been intercepted that while you 
were acting in favour of the interest of this country he has acted against 
them.” 

I am only surprised that this discovery should have been made so late. 
For at least a twelvemonth past this person has sought to persuade this Gov¬ 
ernment to take an active part in the civil wars of Guatemala in favour of the 
aristocratic party, altho' he must have been aware that such a measure would 
have endangered the independence of his country. 

I am informed that the civil war is still feebly carried on in the State of 
Nicaragua. 

With great respect [etc.]. 


932 

George R, Robertson, United States Consul at Tampico, to Martin VanBuren, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 


Tampico, December 4 , 182Q , 

About five hundred Spanish soldiers are yet remaining in this Town, but 
the sickness is so great among them that from fifteen to twenty die daily. 
I have the Honor [etc.]. 


^ MS. Dispatches from Mexico, IV. 


2 MS. Consular Letters, Tampico, 1 . 
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933 

JosS Maria Tornely Mexican Minister to the United Statesy to Daniel Brenty 
Acting Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Baltimore, August 22, 1830, 

Sir: The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the Government of the United Mexican States, near that of the United 
States of America, has the pleasure to communicate to Mr. Brent, charged 
with the business of the Department of State in the absence of the Honorable 
Martin Van Buren, the explanations which he desired in his note of the 19th 
of the current month, in relation to the nature, object, and extent of the sub¬ 
jects proposed to be discussed at the conferences which he has solicited with 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

The perfect confidence of the Government of the Undersigned in the 
policy and in the conduct of that of the United States with regard to the 
cause of the Independence of the New American States, and of their inter¬ 
national rights, will serve for a preliminary and as a basis, in the negotiations 
which may result from these conferences. 

This happy disposition, and the most sincere harmony between the two 
nations and the Governments which watch over them, being admitted, it will 
be proper to pass to the consideration of the position of the Mexican Nation, 
and of the other Nations which shook off the Spanish yoke, in relation to the 
mother country, (Cantigua metropoli,) who has shewn herself no less obsti¬ 
nate since the glorious event of Tampico. 

But as the English Cabinet, and perhaps that of His Most Christian 
Majesty, are employing the counsels of prudence, which are also those of 
humanity, for the purpose of inducing His Catholic Majesty to withdraw 
from the line of conduct which he has hitherto followed, to the prejudice of 
the permanent and well-understood interests of Spain herself, the Under¬ 
signed will be glad to be informed of the part which the Government of the 
United States may take in these negotiations—called upon, by its situation, 
by the identity of its interests, and by its own glory, to figure in a denoument 
(desenlace,) the most important which will present itself in the lapse of many 
ages. 

As it is possible, however, that the King of Spain may disregard the wishes 
of his friends, and entertain hopes, though remote and chimerical, of restoring 
the American States to dependence, atii these meetings it will be a proper mat¬ 
ter of inquiry to examine to what point the strict neutrality of the United 
States may allow them to go, in a contest which the Mexican Nation will 
prosecute with ardor—with the valor with which she commenced it,—and 
with the spirit of which a great and generous people is capable. 

1 MS. Notes from Mexican Legation, L 
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The details will be the necessary result of the conferences. It is proper to 
repeat to Mr. Brent, for the information of his Government, that that of the 
Undersigned is animated by the most kind feelings towards this great Nation, 
and is desirous that it may continue to shew itself highly worthy of the ele¬ 
vated rank to which its virtues, its wisdom, and its natural sympathies with 
the interests of liberty in the civilized world, have conducted it. 

The Undersigned avails himself of the occasion [etc.]. 
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934 

Alexander H. Everett, ChargS d'Affaires of the United States at Brussels, to 
John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Brussels, January 5, i8ig. 

The meeting of Sovereigns at Aix-la-Chapelle was over before I reached 
England. You have received, I presume satisfactory assurances from the 
Ministers in Europe that the course taken there in regard to South America 
was agreeable in every respect to the wishes and policy of the United States. 


935 

Alexander H, Everett, ChargS- d'Affaires of the United States at Brussels, to 
John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Brussels, August 8, i8xq. 

Sir: The Parliament of Great Britain has lately closed its annual session. 
The principal objects of a public nature discussed in the course of it, were the 
resumption of cash payments by the Bank, the reformation of the criminal 
code, the prohibition of enlistments for the South-American service, and the 
financial scheme of the year. . . 

The act prohibiting enlistments for the South American service seems to be 
in contradiction with the policy which has hitherto been pursued by the Brit¬ 
ish cabinet in regard to the contest between Spain and her colonies; and 
which has been avowed and defended by the usual ministerial organs. It is 
also in opposition to the sentiments of the great mass of the people, which are 
•very strongly pronounced in favour of the emancipation of the Americans. 
Sir Ja®. Mackintosh was the organ of this opinion in the House of Commons 
and made one or two very ingenious speeches against the bill. As the Minis¬ 
try have nothing to apprehend from the Spanish Government or from any 
other quarter on this subject, some special motive seems necessary to account 
for their deviating at this late period of the war from the system, upon which 
they have hitherto acted with so much advantage. This motive may possi¬ 
bly be found in the late cession of Florida to the United States; a measure 

^ MS. Dispatches from the Netherlands, VI. 
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which seems to have awakened their jealousy in a considerable degree; and 
which, if any credit can be attached to popular reports, has induced them to 
seek as a sort of compensation a cession to themselves of the island of Cuba. 
If any such demand has really been made, this act may have been intended to 
support it; but it is hardly possible that it can succeed. The final determina¬ 
tion of the Spanish Cabinet even in regard to Florida has been rendered some¬ 
what uncertain by the late change in the Ministry, the reasons of which are 
not correctly known: and which is attributed by some to a change in the 
King’s policy in this respect. The unfavorable reception which has been 
given to Mr. Onis upon his return seems to countenance this idea; however 
improbable on all considerations of policy and justice. 

Meanwhile great efforts have been made in England to take advantage of 
the remaining interval in which enlistments are allowed: and the largest ex¬ 
pedition, that has proceeded from G. Britain on this service is now fitting out 
in the Irish Channel under the direction of General Devereux. This officer 
was one of the principal military leaders in the last Irish rebellion, and had a 
command at the battle of Vinegar hill. When the fate of that insurrection 
was decided, he left his country and has since resided mostly in the United 
States. His preparations are made without the least disguise, and the late 
newspapers contained an account of his public military levee held at Dublin. 
His forces are said to consist of not less than five or six thousand men. The 
other principal agent from South America is Count Macirone, formerly aide- 
de-camp to Murat: and who has just embarked from Dublin, as is said, to 
take the command lately held by McGregor, 


936 

Alexander H. Everett^ Charge d'Affaires of the United States at Brussels^ to 
John Quincy Adams^ Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extractI 

Private. Brussels, December 8,1823. 

The attention of the political world of Europe is principally turned at the 
present moment towards South America—perhaps for want of any object of 
immediate and pressing interest at home. The King of Spain appears to 
have adopted a policy towards the new States quite conformable to the gen¬ 
eral spirit of his Government; and instead of recognising their independence 
is said to be fitting out an expedition for the purpose of reducing them again 
by force to submission. In this determination he is probably encouraged by 
some of the Continental Powers especially Russia. Mr. Pozzo di Borgo, 
^ MS. Dispatches from the Netherlands, VII. 
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who went on to Madrid to compliment His Majesty in the name of the Em¬ 
peror Alexander upon his resumption of absolute power, made an address 
upon his presentation which has been published, and in which he threw out 
in guarded terms several hints of the propriety of recovering the Colonies. 
The advice of England will of course be different; and her policy is indicated 
with sufficient clearness by the measure of sending out a commission of in¬ 
quiry to South America at the very moment when the King was resuming his 
power. The part that may be taken by France is more doubtful, and is still 
perhaps a matter of uncertainty in the Cabinet itself. It is however stated 
very confidently in the London Courier that the French Government have 
given positive assurances that they will not assist in subjugating the ancient 
Spanish Colonies. Austria and Prussia follow of course in the train of Rus¬ 
sia. Upon the whole however there is little probability that Spain can derive 
from any foreign power any effectual assistance in a project of this kind: and 
the mere conception of the possibility of effecting it by her own resourses is 
perhaps as strong a proof as could be given of the presumptuous inability of 
the King’s new Counsellors. 


937 

u 4 .lexander H, Everett, Charge d'Affaires of the United States at Brussels, to 
John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Private. Brussels, January 12, 1824. 

The arrival of the President’s message produced a more lively sensation 
in Europe than either of the events I have mentioned or any other that has 
occurred since the counter revolution of Spain. It seems to have given entire 
satisfaction to all parties in England, and the organs of the liberal opinion 
in France and this country—the only ones on the Continent where the avowal 
of such an opinion is now tolerated—have expressed the same sentiment in a 
rather more subdued tone. If I may be allowed to describe my own feelings, 
I must confess that I have been uncommonly gratified by the high and 
honourable stand taken by the Government upon the South American 
question. Nothing could be more timely than the declaration upon this 
subject: and it seems to be generally thought that it will be decisive against 
an intervention. The Ministerial prints of Paris have manifested some 
ill-humour in regard to this part of the message; but have found it convenient 
•to falsify the tenor of the President's remarks before they undertook to 
refute them. The Etoile, for example, a leading government paper, dis¬ 
covers in the message the avowal of an intention to oppose any attempt of 
^ MS. Dispatches from the Netherlands, VII, 
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the Kings of Spain and Portugal to reconquer their colonies or of the British 
nation to extend their settlements in Canada. The Journal des D6bats of 
Friday last in a short article apparently from the pen of Mr. de Chateau¬ 
briand who often writes in that paper, affected to treat the matter in a tone 
of pleasantry; remarking that much was said in the newspapers about war 
between the Allies on the one hand and the United States and England on 
the other respecting South America, but as far as he knew nobody thought of 
attacking South America—that the United States might if they chose amuse 
themselves by arming and sending out their fleets but that they would meet 
with nobody but friends at Sea. As it happened there was a long article in 
the leading fanatical journal, the Quoiidienne of the same day, urging the 
expediency of an armed intervention by the Allies in the affairs of South 
America. 


938 

Alexander H. Everett^ Chargi d'Affaires of the United States at Brussels^ to 
John Quincy Adams^ Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Private. Brussels, February 21, 1824, 

Since I had the honour of writing to you last the British Parliament has 
commenced its annual session. The King’s Speech deals for the most part, 
as usual, in vague generalities. The passage respecting South America 
which has no very distinct meaning as it stands, was explained by Mr. 
Canning to signify that the Government had refused to assent to a prop¬ 
osition made by the Continental Powers to arrange by mediation the 
affairs of Spain & South America. He also made some remarks which were 
variously reported in the newspapers and gave rise to a good deal of con¬ 
troversy respecting a negotiation actually going on with Spain upon the same 
subject. These observations have since been elucidated by the publication 
of the Spanish decree declaring the trade of the Colonies entirely free to all 
nations upon the footing of equality of duties. 

The text of this decree is given in the Courier des Pays-Bas of this day. 
It was obtained from the Spanish Cabinet by the urgent solicitation of the 
French Minister, and is rather fitted to promote the interest of France—as 
understood by the present Government—than that of Spain. The delicate 
consciences of the French Ministers would not suffer them to allow their 
subjects to trade with the new states without a previous permission from 
the King of Spain: and the only immediate object of this decree seems to be 
to place France in this respect upon an equal footing with other nations 
^ MS. Dispatches from the Netherlands, VII. 
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less scrupulous on the point of right. But even this effect would hardly 
follow from the decree according to its natural construction. Under or- 
dinary circumstances it could only be considered as opening the trade with 
the colonies in a state of quiet submission to the parent country: and sup¬ 
posing that an intercourse with revolted subjects might be tolerated under it, 
it is evident that if it meant merely what it says—its precise object could 
n.ever have been to authorise this description of commerce. The decree 
therefore makes no real change in the state of things, even as to the point of 
right; since it is only by the connivance and in consequence of the weakness 
of the Spanish Government that the trade with the emancipated colonies 
can be carried on even now: and it might have been and was carried on in 
the same way before. The decree taken in connexion with the circumstances 
mnder which it was issued amounts to a declaration by the King of Spain 
that he is wholly incapable of conquering the colonies and is willing to allow 
other nations to treat them as independent States, although his pride does 
not permit him to acknowledge them as such himself. The French Govern¬ 
ment in persuading the King to issue this decree have—without any real 
a-dvantage to themselves—put him under the necessity of making a public 
a.A?-owal of his own humiliation and weakness. They have induced him to 
sa-crifice appearances merely that they might save them; and this at the very 
•time when they were pretending to treat him with extraordinary delicacy 
and perhaps really supposed that they were doing so. Having prevailed 
npon the King to wave the objection of form it is probable that they might 
Have persuaded him just as easily to acknowledge the independence of the 
Colonies as to publish this decree which supposes without positively admit¬ 
ting it. Had they done this they would have rendered a real service to 
Spain, to France and to the world: but how could a liberal and manly policy 
be expected from a body of fanatical Crusaders? The sorry device which 
they have hit upon for the purpose of gaining admission into the new States 
is much more in character. This decree was perhaps intended to embarrass 
the proceedings of the British Government on the supposition that they 
cannot now plead as a pretext for acknowledging the independence of the 
colonies the necessity of protecting their commerce. Indeed this object is 
openly avowed in the French Ministerial Journals. It is not impossible 
however that the Bourbon Cabinets will find themselves disappointed in 
this respect. If the British Government should happen—as is likely enough— 
to be piqued at this attempt to outmanoeuvre them they may not im¬ 
probably break at once through the cobweb restraints of delicacy which 
have hitherto held them back and recognise the new States without farther 
cJclay. The publication of this decree proves I think, that it is not intended 
by the Allies to assist Spain in recovering the Colonies by force and it wears 
thus far a favorable aspect. 
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Alexander H. Everett, Charge d'Affaires of the United States at Brussels, to 
John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Private. Brussels, March 26, 1824. 

Sir: The papers laid before the British Parliament by Mr. Canning, and 
which appear to have been communicated to you some time previously, 
have set at rest the question of the interference of the Continental Powers 
in the affairs of South America. England is pledged to oppose such a policy; 
and France has publicly declared that she has no intention of joining in it, 
and considers the recovery of the Colonies by Spain as hopeless. Under 
these circumstances the Holy Allies will probably not think it prudent to 
interfere in the business; and as active exertions on the part of Spain, for 
any purpose are entirely out of the question, the new states will, to all 
appearance, be left unmolested to lay the foundations of their future great¬ 
ness. 


940 

Christopher Hughes, Jr., Charge d'Affaires of the United States at The Hague, 
to Henry Clay, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

The Hague, July 17, 1826. 

Prince Frederick spoke, and with evident interest, about the affairs of 
South America; and particularly of the defection of Paez. He made this 
observation: that however such events might occur, and would cause great 
internal, domestic agitation, in South America, yet they did not, and 
could not, brighten the prospects of Ferdinand; or bring him one inch nearer 
to the recovery of his Sovereignty; that that question was at rest; and forever: 
and that he knew of nothing more absurd, than to affect to doubt it. 

^ MS. Dispatches from the Netherlands, VII. * Ibid., VIII. 
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941 

^ prospective glance at Peru—Statement of W. G. D, Worthinpoiif Special 
Agent of the United States to PerUj Chile and Buenos Aires^ 

Santiago, Chile, July i, i8i8. 

The Vice King, Pezuala, by the expidition which he sent to this state, un¬ 
der his son in law Genl Osorio, has ruined his country. He is now without 
officers or Soldiers—and if Genl. San Martin goes on rapidly against Lima, 
•the Kingdom of Peru will fall without much difficultyes—^About 5,000 
troops are under Genl Cerda in Upper Peru to hold General Belgrano, the 
Buenos Ayrean Commander in check, who is now in Tacuman, with about 
3,000 Troops—^The operations against Lima, will most probably be carried 
on both by land & water—That is, the Royal General will fall back to cover 
•the capital—Belgrano advances by Potosi &c.—^and 5 or 6,000 under Genl. 
San Martin will embark on the Pacific ocean and in 8 or 10 days they are at 
Calao,—^They have sufficient vessels in Valparaiso at this moment to Trans- 
X^ort that number of Troops, for they may stow them as thick as possible in 
so short a voyage & in so delightful a passage—^They have the Lantaro, a 
52 gun Ship, They have the Coquimbana 20 Guns, and the Cumberland a 
British East Indiaman has come out to them for sale. She is 14,00 tons— 
I don't know if they will buy her, besides they could get other vessels suffi- 
oient for the purpose—then they must have the command of the Sea to en- 
suLre safety in the transportation, The two vessels from N. York, with what 
■tliey have, which are daily looked for can give them the supremacy—all they 
want is money.—and I suspect they will try to raise about $700,000 which 
X3erhaps will do—If they do not make the attack on Lima between this & 
J anuary next they may have lost the Golden opportunity. 

The Commerce of Upper Peru is of immence value to Buenos Ayres—when 
it: was before in the possession of the Patriots 100 Legues beyond Potosi O— 
Boxes of Linnen which sold for $45. by the piece—fell after the Patriots lost 
it: (in the unfortunate battles of which that of Lepi Lepi—^was the last.) to 
17 dollars—This example shews the importance—Had the Lantaro been 
well managed in her affair with the Esmiralda Talcahuano would have been 
Taken, and Lima been a very easy conquest—See an account of that affair 
in the Ministerial Gazette of Chile No 39 page 2—as it is at present I cannot 
say when they will take Talcahuana which must be done before they proceed 
3.^ainst Lima. I have now no good ground of calculation—everything waits 

^ MS. Dispatches from Argentina, I. This statement was No. 16 among some mis¬ 
cellaneous papers following, and apparently an enclosure with, the letter of Worthington 
t:o Adams of July 4, 1818 (pt. v, doc. 457). 
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the return of Genl. San Martin from Buenos Ayres.—on the iith of April, he 
proclaimed his return in a Month & half—&c I have received news today he 
will not leave there till after the 24 Ulto. 


942 

Report of Joel Roberts Poinsett, ex-Agent of the United States to South America, 
to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States, 
November 4,1818 ^ 

[extract] 

The Geographical Division of the Viceroyalty of Peru 

The viceroyalty of Peru extends 365 leagues north and south, from 3 de¬ 
grees 35 minutes of south latitude, and 126 leagues east and west, between 63 
degrees 56 minutes and 70 degrees 18 minutes from the meridian of Cadiz. 

The bay of Tumbez separates it on the north from the kingdom of Granada. 
The river of Loa on the south from the desert of Atacama, and the kingdom 
of Chili. The Cordillera of Vilacota, in 14 degrees south, separates it from 
Buenos Ayres. On the east it is bounded by an immense desert, and on the 
west by the Pacific ocean. The face of the country is extremely unequal; 
bordering on the coast it is a barren, sandy desert, with a few small but fer¬ 
tile valleys, and in the interior are the lofty mountains and deep valleys of the 
Cordillera. The temperament varies, therefore, in the same latitude. In 
the habitable parts of the mountains the thermometer of Reaumur varies 
from 3 degrees below o to 9 degrees above. At Lima, and generally along the 
coast, the constant variation of the thermometer is from 13 degrees to 23^ 
degrees. The productions of Peru follow the nature of its different climates. 
Wine, oil, and sugar are the most valuable productions of the coast; corn and 
wheat of the valleys; and bark and cocoa of the mountains. 

The annual product of the mines is valued at 4,500,000 dollars. 

The population of the viceroyalty is calculated at 1,076,997 souls. 

It is divided into seven intendancies, comprehending 51 districts; the latter 
governed by subdelegates responsible to the intendant, who is under the direc¬ 
tion of the superintendent general, a dignity always invested in the viceroy. 

The viceroyalty contains five dioceses. 

Lima, the capital of Peru, is situated In 12 degrees 2 minutes 51 seconds 
south latitude, and 70 degrees 50 minutes 51 seconds longitude, and was 
founded by Don Francisco Pizarro in 1535. 

Notwithstanding the frequent earthquakes which destroyed the city in the 
years 1586, 1630, 1655, 1687, and 1764, Lima occupies an area of ten miles 

^ American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 329. For the beginning of this report, 
see above, pt. ii, doc. 243, The opening paragraphs on the colonial system apply to Peru 
as well as to Argentina. 
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circumference, including the suburb of San Lazaro. The population amounts 
to 52,627 inhabitants: 292 clergy, 991 religious monks and friars, 572 nuns, 
S4 beatas, 17,215 Spaniards and white creoles, 3,912 Indians, 8,960 negroes, 
and the remainder intermediate classes mixtures of the others. 

The intendancy of Lima comprehends 74 doctrinas, (curacies,) 3 cities, 5 
towns, and 173 townships; population 149,112 souls: 431 clergy, 1,100 relL 
^ous, 572 nuns, 84 beatas, 22,370 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 63,180 
Indians, 13,747 mestizoes, 17,864 mulattoes, and 29,763 slaves. It is divided 
into eight districts in the following order: 

Cercado de Lima .—^This district comprehends 41 curacies, i city, and 6 
townships,and contains apopulation of 62,910 souls: 309 clergy,991 religious, 
572 nuns, 84 beatas, 18,219 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 9,744 Indians, 
4,879 mestizoes, 10,231 free people of color, and 17,881 slaves. The princi¬ 
pal produce is fruit, honey, sugar, and vegetables, which are consumed in the 
oapital to the amount of 500,000 dollars per annum. 

Canete .—This district comprehends 7 curacies, i city, i town, and 4 town¬ 
ships. It is inhabited by 12,616 souls: 15 clergy, 19 religious, 465 Spaniards 
and Spanish creoles, 7,025 Indians, 737 mestizoes, 992 free people of color, 
3^363 slaves: produces sugar, grain, and some nitre; annual value, 350,000 
dollars. 

The district of Ica comprehends 10 curacies, i city, 2 towns, and 3 town¬ 
ships. Inhabitants 20,576:22 clergy, 72 religious, 2,158 Spaniards and Span¬ 
ish creoles, 6,607 Indians, 3,405 mestizoes, 4,305 free people of color, 4,004 
slaves. A copper mine is wrought in this district, which also produces 
brandy, olives, and some sugar, and manufactures glass and soap; annual 
value, 588,742 dollars 4 rials. 

Yaugos comprehends 7 curacies and 25 townships. It is inhabited by 
9,574 souls: 12 clergy, 13 Spaniards and creoles, 8,005 Indians, 93 mestizoes, 
3-nd 1,451 free people of color: produces cattle and sheep; annual value, 
•20,200 dollars. 

Huarochiro comprehends ii curacies and 35 townships, and is inhabited 
by 14,024 souls: 25 clergy, 220 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 13,084 Indians, 
591 mestizoes, 19 free people of color, and 84 slaves. The produce of this 
district is grain and cattle, and it possesses rich silver mines; annual value not 
ascertained. 

Canta comprehends 9 doctrinas and 54 townships, and is inhabited by 
12,133 souls: 20 clergy, 57 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 10,333 Indians, and 
1,723 mestizoes: produces Indian corn, potatoes, and cattle; annual value, 
20,103 dollars. 

Chancay comprehends 9 doctrinas, 2 towns, and 28 townships, and is in¬ 
habited by 13,945 souls: 18 clergy, 15 religious, 969 Spaniards and Spanish 
creoles, 7,510 Indians, 1,081 mestizoes, 759 free mulattoes, and 3,604 slaves: 
produces grain, sugar, and cattle; annual value, 465,504 dollars 4 rials. 
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Santa comprehends 7 doctrinas and 14 townships, and is inhabited by 
3,334 souls: 10 clergy, 279 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 873 Indians, 1,237 
mestizoes, 108 free mulattoes, and 827 slaves: produces sugar, grain, and 
cattle; annual value, $245,000. 

Intendancy of Cuzco. —The city of Cuzco, capital of the former Incas, is 
situated in 13 degrees 32 minutes 20 seconds south latitude, 65 degrees 15 
minutes 20 seconds longitude. It was founded in the eleventh century by 
Manco Capac, and taken possession of by Francisco Pizarro in 1534. The 
population is estimated at 32,082 souls: 89 clergy, 436 religious, 166 nuns, 
113 beatas, 16,122 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 14,254 Indians, 203 ne¬ 
groes, and the remainder mestizoes and mulattoes. 

The intendancy of Cuzco comprehends 102 doctrinas, i city, 2 towns, 131 
townships, inhabited by 216,382 souls: 315 clergy, 474 religious recluses, 166 
nuns, 113 beatas, 31,828 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 159,105 Indians, 
23,104 mestizoes, 993 free mulattoes, and 283 slaves. 

Cercado del Cuzco comprehends 8 doctrinas, i city, inhabited by 32,082 
slaves [m], 89 clergy, 436 religious recluses, 166 nuns, 113 beatas, 16,122 
Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 14,254 Indians, 646 free mulattoes, 203 slaves, 
the remainder mestizoes: produces grain, and manufactures some woolen and 
cotton stuffs. 

Abancay. —This district comprehends 9 doctrinas and 8 townships, in¬ 
habited by 25,259 souls: 33 clergy, 1,937 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 18,- 
419 Indians, 4,739 mestizoes, 50 free mulattoes, 81 slaves: produces sugar, 
cotton, grain, and cocoa; annual value, $350,000. 

Aymaraes comprehends 16 doctrinas and 34 townships, inhabited by 
15,281 souls: 24 clergy, i recluse, 4,474 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, and 
10,782 Indians: produces various kinds of dyes, raises cattle, and manufac¬ 
tures some woolen stuffs; annual value, $145,000. 

Culca and Lares comprehend 5 doctrinas and 6 townships, inhabited by 
6,199 souls: 13 clergy, 347 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 5,519 Indians, and 
320 mestizoes: produce grain, cotton, red pepper, cocoa, and manufacture 
some woolen stuffs; annual value, $176,239. 

Urabamba comprehends 6 doctrinas and 4 townships, and is inhabited by 
9,250 souls: 22 clergy, 35 religious, 835 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 5,164 
Indians, and 3,194 mestizoes: produce grain, cocoa, and a variety of fruits; 
annual value, $89,098. 

Colabambas comprehends 13 doctrinas and 14 townships, and is inhabited 
by 19,824 souls: 19 clergy, 186 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 18,237 Indians, 
and 1,382 mestizoes: produces Indian corn and grain; annual value, $20,000. 

Pararo comprehends 9 doctrinas and 19 townships, inhabited by 20,236 
souls: 20 clergy, i recluse, 2,331 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 15,034 In¬ 
dians, 2,733 mestizoes, and 117 free mulattoes: produces grain and 
cattle, and manufactures linen cloth; annual value, $96,471. 
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Chumbibilcas comprehends ii doctrinas and 12 townships, and is inhabited 
t>y I5>973 souls: 27 clergy, 4,471 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, and 11,475 
Indians: produces grain, and manufactures linen cloths; annual value, 
^18,600. 

Tinta comprehends ii doctrinas and 13 townships, and is inhabited by 
36,968 souls: 27 clergy, 324 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 29,045 Indians, 
5,420 mestizoes, and 152 free mulattoes: produces grain and ships, and manu¬ 
factures linen cloths; annual value, $152,3093^. 

Qiiispicanchi comprehends 10 doctrinas and 16 townships, and is inhabited 
t>y 24,337 souls: 25 clergy, i recluse, 37 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 19,947 
Indians, 4,306 mestizoes, and 21 free mulattoes: produces grain, cattle, woo!, 
and salt, and manufactures linen cloths; annual value,-. 

Paucartambo comprehends 4 doctrinas and 8 townships, and is inhabited 
t>y 12,973 souls: 16 clergy, 764 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 11,229 
Indians, 957 mestizoes, and 7 mulattoes: produces wood and cocoa; 
a.nnual value, $390,972. 

Intendancy of Arequipa. —The city of Arequipa is situated in 16 degrees 13 
minutes 20 seconds south latitude, 66 degrees 6 minutes 30 seconds longitude. 
Its population is estimated at 23,988 souls: 50 clergy, 225 religious, 162 nuns, 
S beatas, 15,737 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 1,515 Indians, 4,129 mesti- 
z:oes, the remainder mulattoes and negroes. 

The intendancy of Arequipa comprehends 60 doctrinas, 2 cities, 2 towns, 
and 8 townships, inhabited by 136,801 souls: 326 clergy, 284 religious, 126 
nuns, 5 beatas, 39,357 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 66,609 Indians, 
I7»797 mestizoes, 7,003 free mulattoes, and 5,258 slaves. 

Cercado de Arequipa comprehends ii doctrinas, i city, and 2 townships, 
inhabited by 37,721 souls: 93 clergy, 325 religious recluses, 162 nuns, 5 beatas, 
c 2:2,687 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 5,929 Indians, 4,908 mestizoes, 2,477 
free mulattoes, and 1,225 slaves: produces grain, wine,brandy,sugar, cotton, 
and oil; annual value, $636,800. 

Camana comprehends 7 doctrinas and 8 townships, inhabited by 19,052 
souls; 34 clergy, 9 religious recluses, 5,005 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 
1,249 Indians, 1,021 mestizoes, 1,747 free mulattoes, and 887 slaves: pro¬ 
duces wine, sugar, and oil; annual value, $300,000. 

Condesuyos comprehends 9 doctrinas and 18 townships, and is inhabited by 
i20,i45 souls: 35 clergy, 3,603 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, I2,0ii Indians, 
4->358 mestizoes, 34 free mulattoes, and 44 slaves: contains gold mines, and 
j3roduces cochineal and grain; annual value, $26,458, 

Collaguas comprehends 16 doctrinas and 10 townships, and is inhabited by 
13,905 souls: 40 clergy, 212 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 11,872 Indians, 
1,417 mestizoes, 335 free mulattoes, and 29 slaves: produces grain and wool, 
a^nd manufactures some woolen stuffs; annual value, $70,100, The silver 
xnines in this district yield annually 34,000 marks. 



1724 PART XI; COMMUNICATIONS FROM PERU 

Moguequa comprehends 6 doctrinas and 6 townships, and is inhabited 
28,279 souls: 53 clergy, 29 religious recluses, 5,596 Spaniards and 
creoles, 17,272 Indians, 2,916 mestizoes, 887 free mulattoes, and 1,526 * 

produces grain and wine; annual value, $705,000. 

Arica comprehends 7 doctrinas, i city, and 26 townships, inhabited 
18,776 souls: 44 clergy, 21 religious recluses, 1,585 Spaniards and Sparxi^^ 
creoles, 12,870 Indians, 1,977 mestizoes, 985 free mulattoes, and 1,294 slaV^^ * 
produces wine, grain, cotton, and oil; annual value, $160,500. 

Tarapaca comprehends 4 doctrinas and 12 townships, inhabited by 7,9^^ 
souls: 27 clergy, 509 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 5,406 Indians, 1,^200 
mestizoes, 528 free mulattoes, and 253 slaves; produces wine and soxxx^ 
grain; annual value, $81,400. The silver mines of this district prod xx00 
annually 72,462 marks. 

The intendancy of Truxillo ,—^The city of Truxillo is situated in 8 degrees 5 
minutes south latitude, and 72 degrees 44 minutes longitude, founded ifc>y 
Francisco Pizarro in 1535; population, 5,790 souls: 133 clergy, 60 relig“ioxiH 
recluses, 129 nuns, 1,263 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 274 Indians, 704- 
mestizoes, 1,000 negroes, and the rest mulattoes. The intendancy of TrTJt>c-- 
illo comprehends 87 doctrinas, 5 cities, 2 towns, and 142 townships, poputl^-- 
tion 230,967 souls: 460 clergy, 160 religious recluses, 162 nuns, 19,098 
iards and Spanish creoles, 115,647 Indians, 76,949 mestizoes, 13,757 fjreo 
mulattoes, and 4,725 slaves. 

Cercado de Truxillo comprehends 10 doctrinas and 6 townships, population 
12,032 souls: 144clergy, 60 religious, 129 nuns, 1,434 Spaniards and Spaniah 
creoles, 4,577 Indians, 1,549 mestizoes, 2,357 free mulattoes, and 1,58:3 
slaves: produces sugar, rice, oil, cotton, and various gums; annual valn^, 

$31,756. 

Lamhayeque comprehends 20 doctrinas and 7 townships, population 35,19:3 
souls: 62 clergy, 27 religious, 2,299 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 22,333 
Indians, 5,448 mestizoes, 3,192 free mulattoes, and 1,831 slaves: prodixoeB 
grain, saffron, sugar, tobacco, and cotton; manufactures some cotton a.nci 
woolen stuffs, soap, &c.; annual value, $397,799. 

comprehends 12doctrinas and 14 townships,population44,491 soxils : 
61 clergy, 18 religious, 2,874 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 24,797 India-ns^ 
10,654 mestizoes, 5,203 free mulattoes,and 884 slaves: produces grain, cotton p 
and some indigo; abounds with cattle; annual value, $72,686. 

Caxamarca comprehends 17 doctrinas and 26 townships, population 62, i 
souls: 23 clergy, 50 religious, 33 nuns, 7,835 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 
29,692 Indians, 22,299 mestizoes, 1,875 free mulattoes, and 328 slaves: pro¬ 
duces grain and cotton; abounds in cattle; and manufactures cotton sttucl 
woolen stuffs; annual value, $-. 

Chota .—Not able to ascertain any correct information respecting this cii3-. 
trict; possesses rich mines. 
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Huamachuco comprehends 8 doctrinas and 23 townships, population 38, 
150 souls: 64 clergy, 2,273 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 17,117 Indians, 
^ mestizoes, 250 free mulattoes, and 79 slaves: produces grain and cocoa, 

^nd manufactures linen cloths; annual value, $57,853. 

Pataz comprehends 3 doctrinas and 13 townships, population 13,508 souls: 
X I clergy, 3 religious, 987 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 4,627 Indians, 7,678 
xnestizoes, 194 free mulattoes, and 8 slaves: produces grain and sugar, and 
a^bounds in cattle; annual value, $35,264. The gold mines of this district 
yield 250 pounds per annum, and the silver500 marks; value of both, $35,500. 

Chachapoyas comprehends 17 doctrinas and 60 townships, population, 
souls: 34 clergy, ii religious, 1,396 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 12,- 
S04 Indians, 10,954 mestizoes, 486 free mulattoes, and 13 slaves: produces 
tobacco, bark, sugar, and cocoa. 

Intendancy of Huamanga. —The city of Huamanga is situated in 13 degrees 
I minute south latitude, and 68 degrees 6 minutes longitude; population 25,- 
970 souls: 25 clergy, 42 religious, 82 nuns, 169 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 
^0,373 Indians, 4,382 mestizoes, and the remainder mulattoes and negroes. 

The intendancy of Huamanga comprehends 50 doctrinas, i city, and 134 
townships, and is inhabited by 111,559 souls: 176 clergy, 45 religious, 82 nuns, 
5*378 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 75,284 Indians, 29,621 mestizoes, 
943 free mulattoes, and 30 slaves. 

Cercado de Huamanga comprehends 3 doctrinas and 2 townships, and is 
inhabited by 25,970 souls: 25 clergy, 42 religious, 82 nuns, 169 Spaniards and 
Spanish creoles, 20,373 Indians, 4,372 mestizoes, 30 slaves, the rest free 
jmulattoes: possesses some manufactures; annual value, $34,268. 

Anco comprehends i doctrina and 4 townships, inhabited by 2,022 souls: 
9 Spaniards, 1,744 Indians,269 mestizoes: produces sugar and coffee; annual 
value, $18,795. 

Huanta comprehends 7 doctrinas and twenty townships, and is inhabited 
by 27,337 souls: 45 clergy, 3 religious, 219 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 
19,981 Indians, 10,080 mestizoes, and 9 free mulattoes. 

Congallo comprehends 10 doctrinas and 31 townships, and is inhabited by 
x:2,474 souls: 31 clergy, 62 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 10,011 Indians, 
^*3^3 mestizoes, and 7 free mulattoes: produces grain and cattle. 

Andahuaylas. —This district comprehends 10 doctrinas and 18 townships, 
SLTxd is inhabited by 12,020 souls: 20 clergy, 3,000 Spaniards and Spanish 
oreoles, 5,000 Indians, 4,000 mestizoes: produces grain and sugar; annual 
va.lue, $74,384. 

Lucanas comprehends 14 doctrinas and 44 townships, and is inhabited by 
15,727 souls: 27 clergy, 862 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 12,700 Indians, 
^5,076 mestizoes, and 60 free mulattoes: produces grain and cattle. 

comprehends 14 doctrinas and 16 townships, population 16,- 
ol I souls: 28 clergy, 1,057 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 8,475 Indians, and 
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6,451 mestizoes: raises cattk*, and manufactuirs cotton stufis; annual vaiu 
$56,000. 

Intendancy of Huancavelica .—The town of Huamavclica i* »i!uaittl in 1 
degrees 53 minutes south latitude, and degree® 40 fninutr* longiiiitji 
population 5,156 souls: at clergy, tK religious, 5(«> Sjumiard* and Sjwnjii 
creoles, 3,to3 Indians, 731 tm^stiztK**, and the rrituiindrr «u»liit!«»rs an 
negroes. 

The intendancy of Huancavelica comprehends S 3 flea iririas, »t ity. i t«mj 
and 86 townships, and is inhahitcsl by 30.017 souls: Hi clergy, is reltgiou 
3,341 Spaniartls and S(winislj creoles, a3,K«i«) Indians, 4.53" mrsifi/oes, *»»,»! 4 
slaves. 

Cercado de Huanmvelita, This district comprehends 4 d«»«!jin.»» and 
townshifMJ, inhabited by 5.146 souls: ai clergy. im rrhg»ou», Spaniard 
and Spanish creoles, 3,803 Indians. 731 meiniiors. ami 13 slave* 

Angaraes, .This district comprehends s ilm triiws and ^5 u 

habited by 3,245 souls; 23 clergy, am Sjwniards and Sj»4ns»l» « rr« 4 r». 2,r>*j 
Indians, 309 mestizoes, and 3 slaves: pr«Khice« sugar, gram, and »at sir. ,0 
nual value, $85,n<K>. 

Teyaeaxa comprehends 5 diatiinas anil 33 lowiidiijw, inhabitr*! by 13,10 
souls: 31 clergy, 1,394 Sjuunartls ami SjKinidi creole*, Indiana, an 
2,736 mtniiizfms. 

Casiroperreyna comprehends Hihs trinas and 35 !uvi«»iiiji«. m!!,i!nte«| }«• 
9,365 sopls: 16 clergy, itrfi S{umiarils and Sp-mish iiroles. Indnirn 

771 mestizoes, and 35 slaves: priKluces grain ami c.iii!c. amui.d vaUi* 
$76,(XK). 

Intendancy of Tarma. The town of T.irnia i» siitmird in tJ ilrgrrrs 3 
minutes 49 seconds south latitude, and fsj degrees jtf mnutir* longitude 
population 5 , 53 ^ souls: 2 clergy, 361 S(»ani.irtis ami S|wni»li ireedrs. t.S7 
Indians, 3,244 mestizra^s, the rest niulatioes ami shivr®. 

The intendancy of Tarma comprehends 79 docirin.is, 1 oiy, j towns, am 
203 townships, inhubiler! by 201.259 Minis: 329 clngy. 127 trligions. 1 
beatas, 15,939 Spaniartls and Sjwnish creoles. 105,1X7 Indian®. 7H.r»H 
mestizoes, 844 free mulatttws. and i.tfi slaves. 

Cercado de Tarma tarntprehends 13 dortrinas. 1 umn. and 45 township* 
and is inhabited by 34 < 49 t souls: 32 clergy, t.OHt S|Mniar<!* ami spam*! 
creoles, 18,821 Indians, 14,31^) me»tizta'H. ami 7“ free mulanoes pnajmr 
grain and bark; iinmial value, $8,315. 1 he mine of Yatinto. ha vuldetj. n 

1793. $2,016,703. Rent of the crown for IHezmoN and t ols»», $231,2X3. 

JCauja comprehends 14 tlocirinas, t town, and 16 l»iwnshi|*s, inhabited It* 
52,286 souls; 32 clergy, 84 religimis. 1,713 Spaitiartb .im! Sjcamdi trrtilrs 
28,477 Indians, 21,922 mestizca's, ami 58 slaves. 

Caxatambo ctimprehcnds 13 tUwirinas and 56 iown»hi{»s. and is irihabiin 
by 16,872 souls; 31 clergy, 504 Hjainiartls and lS|»aniidi creoles, 10.5011 Indians 
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08 mestizoes, 629 free mulattoes: produces grain and cattle; annual value, 
),ooo. 

Zonchucos comprehends 15 doctrinas and 19 townships, and is inhabited by 
308 souls: 40 clergy, 2 religious, 1,384 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 
99 Indians, and 13,983 mestizoes: produces grain, and possesses mines, but 
ich are not very productive; annual value, $73,476. 
luamalies comprehends 8 doctrinas and 30 townships, inhabited by 14,234 
Is: 18 clergy, 593 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 8,957 Indians, 4,625 
stizoes, and 43 slaves: produces bark, cocoa, and cattle; annual value, 
,,420. 

luaylas comprehends 12 doctrinas and 20 townships, inhabited by 40,822 
Is: 67 clergy, ii religious, 3,604 Spaniards and Spanish creoles, 20,935 
[ians, 15,971 mestizoes, 138 free mulattoes, and 96 slaves. 
luanuco comprehends 4 doctrinas, i city, and 7 townships, inhabited by 
326 souls: 9 clergy, 30 religious, 15 beatas, 6,160 Spaniards and Spanish 
Dies, 7,598 Indians, 3,075 mestizoes, and 39 slaves: produces bark and 
oa, and exports a small quantity of silver; annual value, $45,094. 
^anatahuas .—Military government of Callao and of the archipelago of 
loe. 


Number of Indians for the Collection of Tributes Levied on Males 
FROM 15 TO 50 Years of Age 


es . , , . 314,863 Amount of tributes . . $885,586 o 

ales .... 304,327 Of the common hospital fund 25,852 7 

619,190 911,438 7 

upt from age, sex, and rank 473,615 Pensions, expenses, &c. . . 374,052 4 

tributing . . , 145,575 Nett rent .... $537,386 3 


DUTIES 

TLposts into Callao 6 per cent, alcavala, and 3 per cent, customs; woolen 
Drts 3 per cent. 

he interior commerce pays 6 per cent, alcavala. 

Icavala were first levied in Peru, in the year 1596, at 2 per cent, until the 
r 1771, when they were increased to 4 per cent. In the year 1777 they 
2 increased to 6 per cent. The expenses of collecting the customs at 
a exceeds $50,000. 
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Table of the Commerce between the Ports of Spain and Callao 


IMPORTATION 

EXPORTATION 

Years 

Spanish effects 

Foreign effects 

Total value 

Gold and silver 

Produce 

Total 

1781 

1782 

1783 

1784 

1785 

1786 

1787 

1788 

1789 

1790 

$114,952 7i 
566,128 1 
695,295 7 
1,020,434 1 
2,318,448 1 
6,136,067 4 
3,870,200 7 
1,557,904 0 i 
1,209,196 5 
2,297,964 4 

$309,230 3 

1 633,435 3 

1,049,348 4 
2,073,530 4 
3,727,267 4 
7,630,681 7 
2,911,898 1 
1,194.066 7 
1,460,226 3 
2.465,499 2 

$424,183 3 
1,199,653 4 
1,744,644 3 
3,093,964 5 
6,045,715 5 
13,766,749 3 
6.782,099 1 
2.751.967 1 
2,669,423 0 
4.763.461 6 

$443,306 0 
16,152,916 4i 
7,144.325 2 
8,285,659 7} 
4,518,246 3 
5,463.973 1 
2,449,945 6 
5,220,387 2\ \ 

$177,766 7 
968,290 2J 
732,587 4 
882,807 1 
906,022 0 
579,160 2 
523,080 0 
448,095 1 

$561,067 5 
17,121,206 6 
7,877,912 6 
9,168,467 0 
5,424,268 3 
6,043,133 3 
2,972.575 6 
5,668,482 3 


119,786.677 5i 

$23,455,186 4 

$43,241,862 7 

$49,678,305 1 ! 

$5,158,809 U 

$54,837,114 3 


In the moneys exported is included 13,562,000, sent by the Royal Philippine Company. 

Importation .......... $43,241,862 7 

Exportation .......... 54,837,114 3 

Balance in favor of exports ....... $11, 595, 251 4 


The excess of exports was occasioned by the war. Four ships arrived in 1779 and sailed in 1784, occasioning 
the great export of that year, $17,121,206 6. 
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John B. Prevest, Special Agent of the United States to Peru, Buenos Aires and 
Chile, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Lima, January is, i8ig. 

Sir: I have the honor to announce my arrival at this place and enclose the 
result of the tour to the North West Coast written at Monte Rey. I have 
added a copy of the sentence of restoration in the Case of the Canton and hope 
to have time to subjoin that of the Beaver. These vessels are now in the 
possession of their respective captains and prepared for Sea. The Govern¬ 
ment is not in a situation to refund the value of the cargoes and I have di¬ 
rected their claims to be liquidated in order that I may forward them to your 
department. 

The Patriots are daily expected under San Martin who will be accompanied 
by Lord Cockran [Cochrane] as admiral of the Fleet. I really do not per¬ 
ceive preparations to resist the force anticipated. The consternation is 
great and the depression beyond description. 

I regret that I cannot enter into details as the vessel by which this is to be 
conveyed is already under way. 

Captain Shireff has in every instance assisted our countrymen during my 
absence and I take great pleasure in forwarding the copy of an address which 
he received. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 M.S. Consular Letters, Lima Q. W. Prevost). 
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Act of the Independence of Peru ^ 

[translation] 

In the Royal City of Peru, July 15, 1821. 

The senors who compose it having yesterday assembled in the most excel¬ 
lent Senate, with the most excellent and most illustrious sehor the Archbishop 
of this holy Metropolitan Church, the prelates of the religious convents, 
titulars of Castile, and various neighbors of this capital, for the purpose of 
fulfilling what had been provided in the official letter of the most excellent 
senor and general-in-chief of the liberating army of Peru, Don Jos6 de San 
Martin, the contents of which were read; and persuaded thereof, reduced to 
what persons of known probity, learning, and patriotism, who inhabit this 
capital, would express if the general opinion for independence had been re¬ 
solved on, which vote would serve as a guide to the said general for proceed¬ 
ing to take the oath: all the senors agreeing for themselves, and satisfied of 
the opinion of the inhabitants of the capital, said that the general will was 
decided for the independence of Peru of the Spanish dominion, and of any 
other foreign dominion whatever, and that they would proceed to its sanction 
by means of the corresponding oath; it was compared with a certified copy of 
this act to the same most excellent senor, and the senors signed it. 

The Count of San Isidro, Manuel de Arias, 

Bartolome, Archbishop of Limay The Count de la Viga del Ren, 
Francisco de Zarate, Fr. Geronimo Cavero, 

Simon Ravago, Jos6 Ignacio Palacios, 

Francisco Xavier de Echange, Antonio Padilla, Syndic^ Proc, Gen, 
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John B, Prevosty Special Agent of the United States to PerUy Buenos Aires and 
Chiley to John Quincy Adamsy Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Lima, December 7, 1821, 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a Duplicate of my last of the i6th of Octo¬ 
ber together with the several Documents therein referred to. No convey¬ 
ance has since offered until this moment by which to renew the communica¬ 
tion and in saying so, I hope I shall be exempted from censure for my silence 
during the time which has intervened. 

^American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 827. 

2 MS, Letters, J. B. Prevost. 
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It appears that his L<^Ship^ upon leaving Callao sent one of his Frigates to 
Valparaiso and proceeded with the other three to Guayaquil where he still 
remains. Some attribute his stay there to Policy, others to necessity, but 
whether to be ascribed to the one or to the other, it will equally afford to the 
Government of Chile the means of directing his Destination from thence. 
Many believe that he will pay no respect to the orders which have lately been 
despached to him from Chile in as much as he did not return when so en¬ 
joined by San Martin, I think differently not from any confidence in the 
rectitude of his L^Ship, but from an impression that he will make any Sacri¬ 
fice to obtain the favor of Chile in opposition to the Protector whom he now 
reviles. He is implacable in his resentments and circumstances are propi¬ 
tious to their indulgence from the discontent prevailing there as to the course 
pursued by the General since his Entrance into this Capital. Whether this 
disapprobation be confined merely to his inaction or extend to other objects 
connected with his rule I cannot yet ascertain, but from the silence main¬ 
tained by that Government to the Communications sent from hence some 
months since, there is reason to suspect the latter. The General’s career 
has been too splendid to allow me to impute his conduct to other cause than 
disease, he has been at the point of Death and is not yet sufficiently restored 
to direct operations either civil or military. It is indeed a subject of regret 
that any thing should have occurred to suspend an event which I deem inevi¬ 
table. The Impulse given cannot be resisted and delay only adds to the mis¬ 
ery of those who are still subject to the vexations of an army without other 
resources for its support than such as are obtained by exaction. 

I do not venture to touch upon the subject of Government because until 
the Communication shall be opened with Upper Peru no Judgment ought to 
be formed. There certainly prevails a great contrariety of opinion here, 
many avow their preference to monarchy, but they are principally among 
those who have imbibed the erroneous impressions of the Dominion of the 
Capital. This unfortunate Idea if cherished and extended will produce the 
same results as at Bs. Ayres and necessarily separate the two Perus. 

Some weeks since the Master of the Tea Plant came hither from Guayaquil 
to obtain my aid in the release of his vessel under detention at that place. I 
had no conveyance upon which I could rely for safety and of course was com¬ 
pelled to confine my exertions to the obtaining a letter from this Government 
in his behalf addressed to the Junta there. What may have been the effect 
of this communication I have not heard and fearing that it may not have 
availed from the jealousies existing there as to the exclusive views of the 
Capital, I wrote a line to Capt. Ridgley immediately upon his arrival at 
Callao (a Copy of which is enclosed). He concurs with me in the propriety 
of proceeding thither forthwith and tomorrow I shall embark for the purpose 
of accompanying him. Two motives determine me the one a confidence that 

^ Lord Cochrane. 
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my presence may be useful to Capt. Robinson if the ship be still in Jeopardy: 
The other that I may as connected with the revolution here be enabled to 
report to the Department the prospect of liberating Quito together with the 
views of Bolivar, who according to the last advices must ere this have reached 
Guayaquil with a considerable Force. 

I have thought it prudent to leave a commission with Mr. Lynch so as to 
enable him to act as Consul should any thing hereafter occur requiring his 
Interference. It is of course temporary and taken by him merely to assist 
our Countrymen in any moment of difficulty without intention to exact Fees 
or to ask its continuance from the President. Mr. Lynch is personally my 
Friend and I felt some delicacy in giving him the appointment although 
without emolument, but the fact is, that there is not an American Resident 
in the City. 

With every Sentiment [etc.]. 
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John B, Prevosty Special Agent of the United States to PerUy Buenos Aires and 
ChilCy to John Quincy Adamsy Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Lima, February 6y 1822, 

Sir: Upon my arrival at Guayaquil I learned that the Tea Plant had been 
liberated and had sailed for Gibralter. The Intelligence was the more grate¬ 
ful because the case involved principles that I do not recollect to have seen 
discussed. The object of the Seizure was to compel security from the Master 
to respond to a suit to be instituted for the recovery of a Poenalty 
incurred by him under the former Government for some violation of its 
revenue Laws. Several collateral questions of importance were also involved, 
but from the view which I took of the subject all appeared to me to resolve 
itself into the simple question of the right of the present Junta to pursue a 
Delinquent for an offence anterior to the revolution. In my application to 
the Supreme Authority here for its friendly interference, I maintained that 
both the right of enquiry and of punishment were extinguished by the Disso¬ 
lution of the Sovereignty against which the offence was committed. For¬ 
tunately the position obtained the concurrence of the Minister and thus pro¬ 
cured me the aid indicated in my last of December ^ written on the eve of my 
Departure. In that letter after referring to the application of the Master I 
advised you of the course I had adopted, together with the motives which 
notwithstanding afterwards determined my visit to Guayaquil and I shall 
particularly regret its miscarriage, because I am now without the means of 
offering to the Department a Duplicate. If my recollection serve me, I also 
intimated discontent both here and in Chile as to the Inaction preserved by 
the Protector after the fall of Callao. The Impressions were certainly then 
^ MS. Letters, J. B. Prevost. * See above, pt. xi, doc. 945. 
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and others while engager! in an illicit coinmercf fr<*ns om- Tmt tu the oi! 
have incurred the notict* and emuily of the Patriot govt-rtiiis«-n!'» !»y M-rvi 
rendered to the Kneniy at times at variance with the nriitiahtv «4 thr 11 

Sir Thomas Hardy sails tomorrow for Val|Mtai»*» on ho» way Ilojor. 
sincerely regret his deftariiire, his views were enlarget! ami Idw-ra! atat jin 
liarly fitted him for the Station; with great imlilm ss hr i»a® .dwayn nun a 
by atihering l(» principles without indulging in asjwtittrs at tont -»t onrtrt!, 
has maintained his I Hgtiity ami inspirtnl ronfatleme. I •» msi t onniivinm 
has uniformly extemied his protei tion and mi a late «««asj<»n «-\h>l»»tr4 i 
most lively interest to prevent the inteinjs-ratr jneasurr* whi«!i were 
contemplation on my arrival. 

With every Sentiment (etc.). 
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Jahn B. Premsl, Speiml A^ent of the UnM .S‘/4/ei fa /Vra. /faewaj Aws 4 
Chile, to John Quinty /Irfrinw, Seiretary «/ Suite of she CmtenS Sutfei * 

ISXTSACtl 

l.jviA. Mofik $Sjj 

His lainlship ’ has not lieen heard of since his llejwrtufr amf»! u 
that ufKin leaving the Independenre of Pammo at the immih of the I sttwr 
das where he intendet! to touch, he afterwards direr iw! hia uaif»c t«» »«»; 
Port of Mexico. There he will erptally W di!wp|*ointrd a» they a|w« from i 
Changes on this ('oast are no longer regardwl a» hnrinir*. 

The two Frigates the Vmganm amf the Prueha have elmlr«l lu» < .raap, a 
were lately, if not at this moment, of! the mouth of the River of 1 >uayaqi 
They are in a Deplorable State, afBirterl with all the Ih®ca»r« ini idem 
Filth and wholly destitute. It is sakl that U{»on the i hangr of tiovernnw 
at Panama the offtoer comnuinding the Squadron projswl the Hurrrntfer 
the one, provided those in authority there wouhf equip the other, m as 
enable him to double the rape. If such fie the fart amf I fiavr ewry rrai 
to believe it, their approach may t>e for the »«»lr purfuMeof rnirring into a !i 
negodation with those in Power at (luayaquil where they grea 

facilities to give effect to such an arrangement. 

Private letters from the Interior state that Poic»*i and the Province * 
joining have dt*c!ared their Indefiendence -an event the more ittqiorfant 
tending to hasten and consolidate the Conferfrraiion on the other «idc. 
was from thence that the remittanoHi were formerlyobtainwl f»y H». Ays. a 
Interest dictates the policy of reviving the ancient connexion, m* a* to prevt 
an Union wdth this Ciovernment which might then cause a iltvrrsion of 

‘ MS, L«t«n», J. B. fHfevost. 
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J»kn B. Bfmmgi, Spmml dgmi fff 1M0 in Pprm, Bmmi dirm 

(Mk, l» J»km Qm$my dd^m.M, Sm-mMry n/ SMis &f lA# Umiiid ® 

l4MA, J^ril I, iijj. 

Si»: Afltitniili s« fiiy l»t ^ I 4«Hwtf«l I*! ilir finibiiWr tmliic:ntiefii lo the 
Efilrance i'll itir S|wfii§E Frigairm in itic fivrr «#ii*4y#*.|iiiL yri I clitl not* riiiikt 
not, anficifMie llirir Surf^nckr in tli# fiMiincf iniJiralct'l tiy llir riirlr*tr«I 
^rranieiwpfil, Tlit %"mimm and dtexmwdm' S1cmi|.i of W^r wnr itniimiiairly 
plarcil iifiilef ifir cfinlriil cif liic agrtit iil lliimf mvwtmmmt Mi that fitarr* wfirrr 
thrf mm ride m arirbof. A mutiny Icicik fikre afi'icsfig llierr«fw «rf ihr 
and ifie mmB lalctti cnit in mm, hut w badly fircwi-iiciiied* llial 
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were confidently indulged of her return to order: These were yesterday 
realized by her entrance into this Port when the Surrender was immediately 
compleated. Thus the Spanish Flag has ceased to wave on the Pacific, and 
without incurring much responsibility, I think I may venture to predict, thal 
ere long, it will be displayed throughout S. America, only, on Days com¬ 
memorative of the Triumphs of Bolivar and of San Martin. 

The want of mechanics has delayed the March of the Troops. There was 
a deficiency in the number of Saddles and other equipments for an augmented 
Cavalry, which it was necessary to supply and which could not be purchased 
These however are now in such a State of forwardness, that the moment ol 
departure may be determined with some precision, and it is understood that 
they will move about the 20*^ of the present month. 

The professions of Spain as to a recognition are here considered as made 
only to paralize and to delude, and I confess I incline to the same opinion- 
The revolution there does not appear to have engendered one liberal feeling, 
on the contrary the enmities strengthen with the disgrace of their arms, and 
there is no motive of interest to quiet them: Commercial Intercourse ceased 
with the change of Sovereignty, not to be revived; all the productions of Spain 
are equally the growth of these Colonies; the dependence was artificial; it was 
that of restrictions solely and always accompanied with odium. . . . 

Not a Single conveyance has offered from hence for the U States since my 
first arrival and I have been compelled to send my letters to Bs. Ays. by the 
way of Chile, This will explain the length of time necessarily consumed be¬ 
fore they reach their destination. I am now endeavoring to establish a cor¬ 
respondence with some one at Panama and hope through the medium of an 
acquaintance going thither, to be enabled to avail myself of that route here¬ 
after. 

With every Sentiment [etc.]. 

949 

John B, Prevosty Special Agent of the United States to PerUy Buenos Aires and 
ChilCy to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Lima, April 16,1822. 

Sir: As there is a Vessel sailing directly for Bs. Ays. I have sent undei 
cover to Mr. Forbes the Gazettes for the last two months to be transmitted 
by him to the Department. 

Cochrane returned about a month since to Guayaquil where he still is, 
claiming possession of the Venganza and Alexander Sloop of War or some 
equivalent therefor as Admiral of the liberating Squadron. He even went sc 

1 MS, Letters, J. B. Prevost. 
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far at one moment as to place Marines on board of the one or both, but find¬ 
ing that those ruling there were resolved to sustain the rights of this Govern¬ 
ment, he consented to withdraw them and entered into some treaty on their 
subject, of which money was of course the object. I cannot learn that the 
Protector has ratified the compact and unless compelled by circumstances I 
am inclined to believe he will not. Blanco however has gone thither with 
part of the Peruvian Squadron in order to convoy them to this Port and 
most probably is authorized to exercise a discretion as to the necessity of 
acquiescence. 

Such is the hostility of his L^.Ship towards the General that I should not 
be surprized if he were to send or take Blanco to Chile under arrest. He may 
do so with sufficient color of right to protect him from censure, as the latter 
was sent hither by that Government to join their Squadron and consequently 
placed under his orders. It would be without result as to Blanco, yet the 
occurrence would necessarily retard a campaign now opening and in which, 
expedition is all important, to resist the mischief growing out of the reverse 
which I am about to unfold. 

You will recollect Sir, in mine of the 6th of Feby. ^ I mentioned that a 
Force composed of about 1500 men had been sent to the Southward. The 
design of the General at that time in so doing was simply to present a power 
sufficient for the protection of Deserters, and orders were accordingly given 
not only to act on the defensive, but always to remain within reach of the 
Transports so as to embark upon the approach of an Enemy. The com¬ 
mand was confided to a Peruvian, native of that District, of powerful con¬ 
nections, but wholly without experience and although policy may have jus¬ 
tified the choice, a surprize and total defeat or rather dispersion has been the 
consequence. 

This success has so animated the other side, that I am now persuaded they 
will make efforts to a resistance which before were not contemplated by them 
and although my conviction is the same as to the ultimate issue, yet the con¬ 
test will necessarily be protracted. 


950 

John B, Prevostf Special Agent of the United States to Peru, Buenos Aires and 
Chile, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States * 

Lima, March jj, 1823. 

Sir: The Expedition to the intermediate Ports has entirely failed and 
altogether from the Incompetency and Inefficiency of the Executive Junta. 
Instead of giving effect to the Plan of the Protector by marching the division 
^ See above, pt. xi, doc. 946. ^ MS. Letters, J. B. Prevost. 
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contemplat«lforthevalleyofXauja(jaui.t?l.theyiirTr»ir*!>t»|*r««ir«»aJl« 

a Town at the Foot of the muuntainn almut m leaRoe* from hrm r »imi if 
enabletl the Spaniani to direct his whole Force towarti the Aro 

Albarado who had been 8uccc*«fu! throughout uiitil the iumihut of the i 
armies under C anterac and Valdejc, wm then ct»m}»Jrat!y over}«iwrnwi 11 
comiHL'lled to retreat with a precipitation that ctmi him the greater jwrt 
his Offia-m and men. The news of the DiMster rr.uhr*l tin* a few Ih 
anterior to my arrival and pnxiucet! an excitrnteni whir h terrmnaied in 1 
Dissolution of the Junta anti in the concentraii.ui «*f the r’trt uttvr I’oweri 
one Individual. The f’erstm presml ujaur the t ongresa !»y the I'ublk; a 
invested with that autlmrity under the natne of l*rr»r«lcr»l, aft ardi 
Patriot and a Sound republican dislingitidirtl f<»r hi« » y, h»» sullerir 

and his efforts throughout the revolutUst Ili« Prr»it!rm y turn- only t*f i 
Days has totally chatlgetl the asjteti of affair*; from a state «4 Dramay a 
dejection he has animatetl all into conftdenre and by trv»v »f»g ih«»»r frriif 
which had Inren paralyserl by a wickerl ftoliry, hr t* assuring an early a 
elusion of the revttlution. F.nvoy# have Itern twist t«» Holtvar and 
gins and I have no doubt but that they will wmpy the diffrimi Port* 
I’eru fjcst ailaptwl for offensive ti|»erat««is by the end «»f the rnsumg moa 
1 8i>eak thus confidently Intause the latter prior to my ilrpariurr fr«»m t I 
had soliciterl and obtaintnl from ituwe in rule there, leave lo prmerd to i 
Intermetliate Ports with a division of 1500 of the t»r»! To**}** amt yfwii 1 
departure was only waiting at Valjwraiwi the tauuurrmcr of ilua tmvr 
ment. HoHvar has always been in habits i»f ctnihdrniial (oifrapondei 
with the prestmt (*hief ujKin the subject of the rev*o!u!it»n ari!! lailrrly U| 
the politica of this City, and as s<«»» as he learnc*f that Sail Mafiin f 
surrendererl his authority, deiermiiwl to reimun m the nngldiorhais} 
Guayaquil where he still is, with a targe tK»rti«n of his army u» oolrt as 1 
assured to Ik? in readiness to rejstir the misthief* he was animpaiing 

Kelieve me Sir, there is but one feeling throughout the ( ouniry m. 
resjiects S|>ani»h Dominion, and long since would it have Iwrri artnihila 
had any one system lu'en pursued or hart the late kulrf* r hooen to coni 
in the Agency of tfie People. They sought to obtain the object wifb 
augmenting an Influence that might endanger their privileges and tf 
Sway, while they negliTtecl to cooiierate with the Tf«K»|*» of I hilr ami 
Bs. Ayres and thus have nut only prostrated their authority but have » 
jcctetl the Capital to an attack, were the I iirmy bo disjsMied. 1 lament 
unnecessary loss of a mimtier of gallant and useful men. yet I rejoire in 
change producer! by this reverse, A change that will mure the rstabli 
ment of a popular Ciovernment in consonance with the feeling* of the 
tenor. 

Another French Skxip of War lately made it* ap{»raranre on the I'c 
and it is said a Ship of the fine is on it* way from Kio There mu«t be 




«I 5 ^: AmtL ^4, !8JJ 
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0b|fct in semlifig mth n ^.|ii44r«iii into ihit crrari and I am mit willitmt miy 
femr« m tci ^ liik^r am! Valtli via. Hmrie aMTitir thrir |»rr«?ii« to a rtn^wal cif 
the Intriiiie with SfMin tm ihr miti|e«:i of ilir Prifirr of I.iMrea* if m, I AiMiici 
head hia |irr*rfirr iiiiiidi tfiiisi liir ^mwtmkmt rtf tli«« Port* by Frapce^ 
the m€ waald cjiiiy Im? a trififM^rary r%al* whilr ihr ciihrr would l*e f»ni»ii€!«t. 
With rvary Srplittiriil frlr |. 


fSl 

J^n It. ttf lAs SkiUt $0 IV-r^, Bmm^i JtWi ^md 

Ck%h, i0 J&hm mf rt# 5^l#i ^ 

Ijma, Sf&fi'k jg, 

Sift ’ Aft cdfir^rr arrivr^i f wn I mntm I mm t #iiiiya«|iiii wit li *!r»|»4vlirs froni 

Cient lloitvar* tlaling llwl iii aiiliri|Mlifjii i4 flir ii|if.»r«w:|i of itir H|Mfii4ir«l# 
lotrirdi fill* lir liad lakrii iifi fitf llir lalioll cif Jcmmi 

Tltici|M arsil lliat hr liad iii«trr iii rra«lifira* f«ir ciwSatralitar A 

ciffil iiiifiilirf c»i l«i «; afry iwfi writ iiroviwmr^F arcf«ft|i4tiir«l 

the Kiivtiy 111 whom I frfrrirtl m «iy last, mn ilia! a iciial «if 4%%m.h may l»r 
ralriiliila*:| ii|«m wilis ^tr^l crriaiiity liy llir ^oifi of l!ir riiMiiiif itMUilh. 

The lini iidvtfru that fii#w }ir frrrivnl imm ihrnrr will ttill imirir 
iintef»lirtg, m I i»hr%-r lliry will rfiiiiffiiiriiralr llir m%$mmg of ihr Ialirflador 
in Perwi an cwi! rntt rtariiy in ct>#iiMiua#irf? with ihc frrlifig» of itic 
Ariitoi'fary lately m nilr, hiii siiir I mil |mAi#«i<lc»i itiai will ihr «m»I 

hapfif rrmtlla i-if. in |iro«liiri«g an early frfinifiaiiori of #1 mlruggir »4filicliiii 
to itir Ammkmt in a»iiriiig l«i llir hrirtidp of 11 fM»|nihsr t m 

fierfiiaftnii iim-mflatic'y , .. * 

The Sf^inkrtla afifirar l« tic with llir ad%'^atil4gr lliry olilainiKi 

<tim!fivrf fio liidii'aimn «f a|t|iffMrh 

With every Sriiluiirttl irir,|. 


tJI 

J^n Pitmmii, S^tmi Aimi mf Irniimi Smms la Pmm, Bmm&x Aiw 
Ckik, to J&km {Pmmiy AdmmM, SmmMff mf iMs tJmUmi SMiss « 

Ijvia, 

Sift: The order rvarfing iMMiila from NrtsirmI# fwior to thrir Sailing* hmM 
been riKK:iiwle«l m ftm will fwrmvr tiy ihr Kola ctl ihr Mmi^lrr %n ^iifww 
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to the one addrewetJ to him by me on ihiit »ylijec‘i. No. t i* ^ ^ «|*y and . 
it alluded to a BkK:kade of mnw degriTM of may rwjiiirr an r ^plmaiki 

Sometime during the last Month this Ckivrrnntrfii iliciiigtif si riimiin 
to publish a IikK:kade ctjmprising the eKtein imlirainl m tiir kiln, hut r 
ferring its a{K*nitian to the regulation of the i^ih «4 tk i«dirr {irfrt 

fore transmitttHi to the Department. As llial I krirr givr-^ rilrt-i lo il 
Blockade only ufKsn t!te arrival of vennels of War at ilir Maiiusi drfiiia«i 
render it efficient, it apimiretl 10 me imfirmlrns to ra^al ai lisr hmm'^ tuann 
in whicli it b announmi ami immxTmiity lo r^iiLin.itson-a as lo il 
Force employed, when its comfMneiu^y nnisi Ir a Siilijn't rn«|iiiry dion 
any case m‘cur claiming my Intrrferrnrr. 

The (mi Division of IVooji^ from Dohimbia m niiiiilM^r havr iiinvr 
the Sexond romfHm^d of J5tHi has Uxn at Sra io I and in all lanhaluli^ 
will reach this Indore the close of Month, llolsvar Ii 4 l«»w wiili 

third Divimon of i5iHJ men m mmn un the addiisoiial ‘I m^ni Im 

hence should arrive at Ciuayatiyii. I do noi lo ollm ihr innr *4 ilmr d 
fkirture, but by ilie compulation of the rrrsiiirni lir fiuoa liav-r \mrrn alh% 
at feast 12 I >ays. 

The Fnemy at the last Dalen were roiirriiiraiwg ilirir I'hot-is at litia; 
{'ayo about 70 leagues distant, f«ir the lairfwtffcr’ a® «»f ailvam mg ii|m 

the Capital, Should they have mmasl lai ilsr joih. ihr dav a»ig«nf k 
that purfK>se, it will wjiiire 15 more itirnmiilral ihbrtiggrd Kfanli itsid tin 
allow full time for the arrival of the Secoisd, if not «f tlir boii ! n^twiii wb 
its cekbraUtd Cluef. 

I confess I doubt whether ihr S|winiard will U" rvrn wsih 

prospect of entering the City, IsrtviUM.* iltr l*4iiP»ffi ii|»m ilir .ntnmmi ■ 
the whole of the Cobmlium Ftirrr, will iiriifr 4 fwiwn Maii|«ririi! to lli« 
entire destructsem. You wilt Judge Sir how far I am r«firu. w-lirn I 
that I have mtn oftirial returns of Irwips m tins 1 sty and iis virsiiil 
exceeding <khki in numixr, of wdinm 5 ckici are Vrirraiis im hiding ilir diviik 
from (iuayaquib 

No. 2 is a copy of the dtxree of the tsih of i kiolvf 1 h^i , and No .1 «4 ll 
answer of Bolivar to the application of ihh t #o%Tftiiiirnt l«^r rrhrl 

The Aid from Cliile wall tie dirrctot to the Inimiinliatr Foiiii us 
ity with the m«Kle of attack rontemplafrti #iii«t sfimirtl bv Vm Marlin. 

I have understcKHl Sir, that frprmmt*iliiiri?i tiavr tirni snadr agairif^l fi 
and i^nt home to the Departnient* I have mil rmimrrd into tlinr 
nor should I now notice them, but that y«ni Sir may tx igiifti'anl of ilic tii 
worthy Source from whence they H|»ring and linn givr ilicm a tmtm^iiurrn 
the Signatures cannot merit. They prmwl wdiolly fioin ilir i.thiris of fot 
Individuals to whom! favor I certainly fnivr fi« rknn^. iliry are ld«lrid| 
heretofore engag-ed in priv'aUxriiig, IL D, Trary \mml ktnm-ii by ftir frai; 
committed ui>on one of the Banks in New York* |. EobiiiMm who* {ira 
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tices in Chile have disgraced the American name and Capt. Smith whose 
transactions I have unfolded. I am not Sir Jealous of office but I am of 
reputation and shall ever be so of the good opinion of my Government. 
With every Sentiment [etc.]. 
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John B, Prevosty Special Agent of the United States to PerUj Buenos Aires and 
Chile^ to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Lima, May 15,1823. 

Sir: The activity displayed by the President surpasses any thing I have 
witnessed in South America. 5000 Troops well equipped have already 
Sailed for Arica, and upwards of 7000 more including those from Colombia, 
are here in readiness to march for the Valley of Xauja [Jauja?] upon the return 
of the Deputies sent to Guayaquil, in order to accompany the Libertador. 
They sailed on the 14th of the last month from Callao so that should he 
decide to come and assume the Command, he may be expected in the course 
of the ensuing week. Many however doubt his coming, because Congress 
did not sanction the Invitation or rather were silent; but to me it appears 
unimportant as I cannot believe he will be deterred from embracing a 
Career so brilliant, by the Inattention of a Body composed of Artful Prelates 
and Philosophical Dotards and to the Politics of which all the late disasters 
are to be ascribed. 

Canterac has not advanced from his Position at Huancayo and now can¬ 
not without abandoning the Interior to those referred to as on their way 
by Sea, he having concentrated at that Place nearly the whole effective 
Force they possess. 

Advices were yesterday received from Chile, by which we learn that 
upwards of 3000 auxiliary Troops are preparing to embark at Valparaiso so 
as to sail from thence on the 25th and if so, they will reach Arica about the 
same time with those from this Place and thus form a total of nearly 9000 in 
that quarter. 
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John B, Prevost, Special Agent of the United States to PerUy Buenos Aires 
Chiley to John Quincy Adamsy Secretary of State of the United States i 

[extract] 

Lima, May 27,183j. 

Sir: Although a direct conveyance Home is promised about 10 
hence, I have thought it proper at so interesting a moment to avail myself 
a Vessel sailing this Day to Valparaiso for the Communication of 
Incidents as have occurred since my last. 

The third division of Colombians composed of 1500 Troops have 
afloat for some time and may be hourly expected; the Libertador also is 
his way but by Land and will reach this in about five Days. The Spaniar'd^ 
continue in their encampment at Xauja or rather were so at the last 
perhaps waiting to learn the decision of Bolivar before they change 
plans. . . . 

P. 5 . LimOy June 1st. 1823. The Enemy has at length retired and 
greatest activity prevails in the preparations for offensive operations- 
Vessel leaves this for New York in about ten Days when I shall be enabled 
to offer a view of the Forces to be employed and of the direction to be giv^^n 
them. Bolivar has been on his way about 12 Days and must be here in 
ensuing week. 

With great respect [etc.]. 


955 

John B. Prevosty Special Agent of the United States to PerUy Buenos Aires ctncL 
Chilcy to John Quincy AdamSy Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Callao, June ap, 1823 . 

Sir: I have delayed writing in order to avail myself of the last hour andl 
now am unable to fulfil my Intentions on account of a Slight attack of 
Pleurisy. The Spaniards approached Lima on the 17 and on the 18th. 3. 
small Division was allowed to enter without resistance. The main Body Ib 
concentrated between this and the City distant about 5 miles. The Patriot: 
Forces under Sucre a Favorite of Bolivar retired to this Fortress. Tho 
numbers are nearly equal, about 6000 effective men on each Side, the 
however with every resource, the other with few, indeed so much so that they 
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cannot long maintain the position they have taken. The Expedition sent 
from hence landed on the Coast somewhere near Quilca and news is daily 
anticipated of its entrance into Arequipa. 


956 

John B, Prevost^ Special Agent of the United States to Peru, Buenos Aires and 
Chile, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Callao, July jo, 1823, 

Sir : The Spanish Forces have in part retired and the residue under their 
Leader Canterac follow as it is said in the course of a few Days. Whether 
he delay or hasten his departure, his visit has been unavailing except on the 
score of plunder and I must believe will prove more destructive to himself 
than his last to this Fortress in 1821. The ship Ea leaves this for Baltimore 
sometime in the next week when I think I shall be enabled to confirm their 
departure and probably to add the loss of their Baggage by the Montonera, 
who in large numbers are hovering about them. 

Upon the application of my countrymen having merchandize in Lima I 
addressed a Note to Genl. Canterac of which No. i is copy. No answer has 
been received, although he assures the agent that he has sent one. I doubt 
it and have written a short note to those interested advising them to ask the 
interference of Capt. Stewart. Fortunately there is scarcely any American 
property in deposite in the public stores and that without, can certainly be 
liberated upon the payment of the additional duties imposed upon the Eng¬ 
lish Merchant. 

I should have gone thither had I possessed any document in support of 
the Character assumed in my note, not having this, I did not feel inclined 
to stress it, because of the time that has elapsed since mine of the 6th Feby. 
1822 ^ communicating the loss of my papers. 

The President and Congress shortly after their coming to this Place re¬ 
moved to Truxillo together with the Heads of the several Departments of 
the Government, first augmenting the powers of Sucre to a general control in 
those Provinces in which the War is maintained. He has accordingly 
since exercised the authority of Civil and Military Commander and hitherto 
with great discretion and Judgment, He has fitted out and sent to Sea 
another expedition to the South under the Command of an excellent officer, 
composed of 3000 choice Troops. It is said that he follows them but until 
we have something specific as to Bolivar I doubt his change of Place. 

With every Sentiment [etc.]. 
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John B. Prevost, Special Agent of the United States to Peru, Buenos Aires and 
Chile, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States * 

[extract] 

Lima, July 2i, 1823. 

Sir: The rear Guard under Canterac left their encampment on the night 
of the i6th and on the succeeding morning the greater part of the patriot 
Force in Garrison marched out towards the South in order to cover the 
Cavalry in case of need. The Montoncra, the mounted Militia of the 
Country proceeded in close pursuit, arc hourly making rcpriztvla of 
the plunder taken from hence and by the protection offered tmgmenling 
the number of Deserters. 

Except in the destruction of a few private I louses in this neighborhood the 
property of Individuals distinguished by their adherence to the revolution, 
the Spaniards have deviated from their lusual mode of Warfare, and what 
renders it the more strange is, that they had nothing to gratify them uixin 
their entrance, as most of the White Population had abandoned the t'apilal 
and those who remained did not attempt to sooth by the customary cxhibi* 
tion of Flags &c. 300,000 dollars were levied in the first contribution and 
about 200,000 in value carried away in Merchandize. The whole scarcely 
an equivalent for the expences incurred in the preparations for a visit of 
which all are at a loss to derive the motives. It is confidently said by those 
who had intercourse with them, that greater mischiefs were contemplatwl 
by the Commanders and would have been carried into cITccl, had they not 
been deterred by the News from the South which determined them to a 
precipitate retreat. Some circumstances induce a t)clicf that such was the 
case, first an order issued early upon their arrival, comfielling the Spanish 
Inhabitants of the City to join the camp with all their property; 2dly, the 
temper discovered in the Circular addressed to the several Commanders of 
Neutral Ships of War on this Station; and 3dly, their not entering the Capital 
during their whole stay except on the first Day. 

The losses su.stained by the foreign Merchant have fallen lightly upon my 
Countrymen, not exceeding in the whole three thousand dollars, as you will 
perceive by a note of the agent, to a copy of which herewith transmitted I 
pray leave to refer. Indeed such was their Hurry, that they did not collect 
several private impositions nor the additional Duty of 15 per cent which 
they claimed upon Goods in deposite in private Warehouses. 

The War is certainly approaching its conclusion and should Bolivar arrive, 
I think the present Campaign will be the last. His presence they are en¬ 
titled now to anticipate hourly, as the obstacle hitherto alledged is removed 

» MS. Letters, J. B. Prevoet. 
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by the permission granted him to leave Colombia. Unfortunately Peru has 
furnished no leader capable of Succeeding San Martin and without some 
one to direct their Military operations, all efforts must prove unavailing. 
The present President is a sound Patriot, deserves much from his Country 
for his zeal and activity, yet he is not a Soldier. 

I had hoped to have given news from the intermediate Ports, but none 
has arrived since that communicated in my last. 
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John B, Prevosty Special Agent of the United States to Peru^ Buenos Aires and 
Chile j to John Quincy A dams j Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Lima, January lo, 1824, 

Sir: Whatever may have been the motives of Riva Aguerro to procrasti¬ 
nate the conclusion of a Treaty, the terms of which had been assented to, 
loss of consideration and loss of employment of the highest grade, have 
been the fruits of his Duplicity. As soon as Suspicion was attached to him, 
the destination of the army was changed, the march toward the Enemy 
suspended, and 5000 men were embarked for Santa under the immediate 
command of the Libertador. The Celerity of the movement, combined 
with the reputation of the Chief, dissipated all opposition. Upon his 
approach Riva Aguerro was surrendered by his officers, abandoned by the 
Soldiery, pardoned and sent to Guayaquil and the Troops he had so indus¬ 
triously levied, were marched together with the Veterans of Colombia, to a 
Valley in the Mountains abounding with the necessaries of life. The whole 
effective Force since concentrated in this Valley is estimated at 11,000 of 
which 6000 are Colombians and it is from thence that they will proceed to 
Pasco not more than Twenty leagues distant. Upon this Body all reliance 
is placed and it is in the Valley of Xauja adjoining, that we may anticipate a 
contest in the approaching march, the result of which, if favorable to the 
Patriots will conclude further resistence. All has been adverse to Bolivar 
since his arrival; he has had to surmount difficulties that would have appalled 
a man less firm and less ardent in the cause; he has had to contend with 
Civil dissentions; he has had to watch over domestic treason among those 
to whom he was compelled to lend a portion of his confidence; and he has 
had to encounter the dereliction of a powerful Body of Troops, upon which 
he had a right to rely. Pinto the general to whom was confided the Com¬ 
mand of the Succors sent from Chile, after remaining some Days at Arica, 
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where it was contemplated he should remain, suddenly reembarked his 
Troops and returned to Coquimbo. What could have been the motive to 
induce so precipitate a measure I cannot imagine, nothing had occurred 
either here or there to suggest a change of Place, he was well supplied with 
provisions, well sustained by a considerable Peruvian Force and his Trans¬ 
ports protected by two Frigates under his immediate Control. He has 
incurred an unpardonable responsibility, he has disgraced his cause and 
although he may escape punishment from the false lenity of his Government, 
he never can extricate his reputation from the foul stain of Cowardice. . . . 

The Director of Chile learning my intention not to return thither, thought 
proper, upon the usual application for a passport to order an audience of 
leave and to instruct his Minister to announce it to me as a personal com¬ 
pliment, having never disclosed a public character. My first impression 
was to decline an honor which could avail nothing, while it might bring 
down upon me censure at Home; but upon reflexion I determined to meet 
the feelings of the Government and accordingly prepared an address for the 
occasion, a copy of which is herewith transmitted. It is confined to the 
expression of individual feelings simply and if they are not in accord with 
those of the President I shall regret it. 

[His address, referred to in the last paragraph follows:] 

Sir: Born in a Country, the Cradle of Liberty and this the best 
Inheritance of its Laws, I should feel myself unworthy of my birthright, 
could I have witnessed with Indifference the struggle of Chile to eman¬ 
cipate herself from European oppression. No Sir! I have followed 
with unceasing interest the Footsteps of the noble dramanians [sic], and 
I have with pride contributed to extend the fame of their Sacrifices, 
their patriotism and their prowess. They have given to Humanity 
another Triumph, and History will record in its fairest page their deeds 
of Glory. Chile, Sir, disenthralled and free may now place herself 
alongside of her Sister Republic of the North and claim from the World 
that consideration as a nation, to which she is so preeminently entitled 
by the virtues of her Sons and the Beneficence of Nature. 

The benign &nd liberal policy you have adopted Sir, by producing an 
oblivion of wounds inseparable from a revolution, add to your claims of 
Gratitude from the good people whose happiness you thus assure. That 
such result may be permanent and that your Excellency may enjoy the 
Grateful Satisfaction of an uninterrupted confidence is the ardent wish 
of my Heart. 
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John B. Prevost, Special Agent of the United States to Peru^ Buenos Aires and 
Chile^ to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Truxillo, March 13, 1824, 

Sir: On the 4th of the last Month, the black Troops of Bs. Ays., to whom 
had been confided the Castle of Callao, in number about 1100, mutinied and 
hauling down the Flag of Peru, refused to acknowledge the further authority 
of the President and Congress, until their arrears were paid. Torre Taglee 
[Tagle] took no measures to avert the dangers threatened by this revolt, and 
at the expiration of a week, the Negroes liberated the Prisoners confined in 
that Fortress, hoisted the Spanish Flag and Sent an Agent to Canterac, in 
order to advise him of the Event, together with their determination to sur¬ 
render its possession and to join his standard, upon receiving the amount 
claimed to be due for their Services. Answers were soon received acceding 
to the terms proposed and a Body of 1000 Spaniards followed, as well to 
sustain the Conspirators, as to secure a possession deemed so important. 

I stated in the last which I had the honor to address to the Department 
that the whole Force of Peru including that of Colombia was concentrated 
in and near the Valley of Ihahuco to be in readiness for opening the Cam¬ 
paign as soon as the rains shall subside. The distance however from Lima 
was not such as to have prevented the approach of a Sufficient Force in 
season to repel the Spaniards, had Bolivar so inclined, but he having reason 
to suspect this Treachery to have had its origin elsewhere, and not consider¬ 
ing Lima of sufficient importance in a Military view to justify a Division of 
his Troops, did not chuse to change his position. The enclosed proclamation 
No. gives his Impressions and as an Observer intimately acquainted with 
the Sentiments of every Class, I have no hesitation in saying, that I am per¬ 
suaded the whole is the work of those of the higher order surrounding Torre 
Taglee [Tagle]. I have heretofore adverted to his Incapacity, and I trembled 
when Bolivar thought it Incumbent upon him to recognize an authority 
emanating from the impure Source indicated in mine of the 31st of August 
last.^ My apprehensions have been realized, the absence of Bolivar from 
the Capital gave them full Scope and every measure that foul Treason could 
engender was adopted to arrest his progress, and Torree Taglee [Torre 
Tagle] the President of the Republic borne away with the ignoble feelings of 
the wretch who burnt the Temple at Ephesus in order to occupy a page in 
history, upon the approach of the Spaniards, fled to those very Negroes that 
his name might be recorded with their Infamy. Fortunately for the Coun¬ 
try after the explosion of the Conspiracy had taken place at Callao, the fear 
of detention among those of the Congress, who had had an agency in bring¬ 
ing about this event, induced them to yield to the views of the patriotic 

1 MS. Letters, J. B. Prevost. *Not printed in this collection. 



portion of that Body and to unite in investing Bolivar with dictatorial 
Powers. These he now poasesses and with them an authority, which, 
notwithstanding the untoward Circmmatances that have Combined to 
retard his Efforts, will yet enable him to extricate Peru from (kuhic 
Despotism. 

It is difficult to predict the Course the Spaniards may pursue at Callao, 
my Impressions are that they will destroy the Fortress and retire. I am in¬ 
duced to this Conclusion ist. l>ecause the Force requisite to maintain its 
possession must neceBsarily weaken Canterac at a moment wlu*n his Fate is 
to be decided by a Battle, 2d. because it is almost impr)ssib!e to o!>tain where¬ 
with to Subsist any number of Troops without the Dominion of the Ocean. 
Admiral Guise lies there with his Frigate in order to sustain the Blockadi* 
herewith Transmitted No. 2 and scarcely a Day passes without the exhiliirion 
of some act of (lallantry much to the annoyance of the Cfarrison. 

This dereliction of the principles of the revolutkm by the AristcKTary den^s 
not proceed from an Idea of return to the ancient System. It is an Ihnon 
with a proud and cornipt C'lergy to prestTve their privileges, by the Estab¬ 
lishment of a Monarchical government under the auspires of France, to 
which two of the Spanish Chiefs La Serna and Ckinterac are ecptaily iru:lint*tL 
The visit of Baron McKau was undoubtetlly dirt^cled to that objert, and 
Secret Agents are employed in every part of tlu* C'ontinent to give it efferl. 
Two were dcHtinecl for Peru, one of whom high in rank rlied an his way, the 
other has !)een in Lima for the last six months. This latter fact among 
olhers has just been developt?d in an offitaal ctunmuniration from the (k^v- 
ernment of Mexico to the LilK^rtador, and from C Vmfidentia! distdoHures made 
to me wdiile last in t'hile, others in the like ciipadty are there iiciively ern- 
ployed. A C'opy of the Instmctions I have m*en, the prindiKd heads are IhL 
to defeat the project of Union of the diffenmt States as contemfdain! by 
Colombia, 2cl, to resist republican Ideas and almve all IVeaties with the V 
Stales until France should unfold her view's, 3d, to impn^si them with the 
warm Interest which that Ihwer takes in their happiness, together with her 
desire to give them one of her Sons who may preserve inviolate the holy 
C^itholic religion. It is in fact the ok! Inlrigue of Puernydon which tlioM? 
in rule at Bs. Ays. are still cherishing, and which is now extending iistdf over 
the Continent. I cannot answer for the Politicos of tfume governing Mex!a», 
but happily I can for those of the C'hief of Colomlna, whose abherrerux* of 
those implicated, is equal to his hatred of the Sjmniard. 

Shortly after the revolt I took a small Iwat at Cliorillcm anti WTtU to (‘allaa 
with a view, if jmssible, to extricate such of our vew*b as were detaintxi in 
the walls of the C'asUe. My mission however was unavailing, as I was 
denied access both to the Port and to our Vesmds, U{xm which not consider¬ 
ing my presence of consequence, I removed to Chancay about 12 leagues to 
the North. 
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The Subsequent arrival of the Spaniards decided me to embark for this 
Place, with which there are daily communications from Headquarters. 
With every Sentiment [etc.]. 
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John J 5 . Prevostf Special Agent of the United States to Peru, Buenos Aires and 
Chile, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Truxillo, April 4,1824. 

Sir: The Count of Landos, Brother in law of the Duke of Montmorency, 
was the Agent referred to in my last, who died on his route from Portobello 
to Panama and Requier de Sauvignac the Secretary is the one now in Lima, 
The defection of Torre Taglee [Tagle] has produced no other result, than 
that heretofore indicated; he is holden in general execration throughout this 
wealthy and populous District, he is equally spurned at by the Spaniard, and 
so abhorred in the Capital, that he is obliged to have a Guard for his pro¬ 
tection. A reinforcement of 1500 men followed Rodil for the purpose of ac¬ 
companying the Blacks into the Interior; with these they have marched 
leaving this Commander with his Division of 1000 Troops for the protection 
of the Fortress, as well as of the Capital. A Force so incompetent only adds 
to the distress of that unfortunate City, in as much as the Montonera are 
daily at its walls, intercepting all supplies.— 

The rains are subsiding and the probability is that the Rivers may be 
forded by the beginning of the next month, when the campaign will be 
opened. Bolivar has now under his control 8000 Colombians inured to fatigue 
and accustomed to victory, to these he expects to join 1500 Veterans on 
their way to this Place from Panama, in which case he will be enabled to 
lead upwards of 9000 Colombians to the encounter with Canterac. The 
Peruvian Troops in number about 4000 will be kept in reserve for exigencies. 


961 

William Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, to John Quincy Adams, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Callao, May 3, 1824. 

Sir: I have already had the honor to address you a letter No, 3 by this 
same opportunity in relation to a particular object and have now only to 
' MS. Letters, J. B. Prevost. * MS. Consular Letters, Lima, 1 . 







1750 


PART XI: COMMUNICATIONS FROM PERU 


describe the general state of things here. This task if confined to authentic 
statements would soon be executed, for little of lliat character ap{>ears: 
and such is the interruption of corresiKindence from the susfiension of interior 
commerce & the unsafe situation of the roads, that all the rejmrts which are 
circulated are mere rumors as idle as they are eontratliclory. 

It appears however certain and it may be relied ujKJn, that the disparity 
of force between Cknierals liolivar & CanUTac is liu) great to admit of a 
battle with any hope of bucitiss to the former. An intelligent Knglishtnan 
who arrived here a few days since from Truxillo, ami who apjK'ars to l>e an 
admirer of ficn'l. Bolivar, and fretiueiuly s;iw liiin, states his force at 6Hoo 
('olombians, and that a reinforcement of I5 ck» were exiK^cled in a few weeks 
being then on their w'ay. lie h.ul liesitles 2 or .p)oo I’eruviaiiH on whom he 
placed no reliance as they were known to be very tliscontenled, and only 
anxious to seize the first oj)portunity of getting back to their frientis. The 
army under (’anterac is admitted by all to Ik* from i«i to i3tKto. One 
person who .sceniet! well informed, a.Hwrleil with c-onlidence that it amounted 
to I loot) infantry iS: iutsi cavalry. 

Both sides it is «;iid were pre()aring for a liallle which was only tlelayed 
on the part of the Colombian general to obtain his reinforeeiuenls and by 
the Spanish commander from the olwtacles of the seastm atul the inipraciica- 
bility of passing the rivers which are extremely swollen in the autumnal 
season, but as the winter approiiches the waters subside, and it was univer¬ 
sally believed that the month of May would not expire without a buttle 
that would be decisive, if against (lencral Bolivar; and if otherwise extremely 
injurious but not ruinous to the Spanianls as they would still hold the whole 
of Upper Peru, the strongest & most valuable jmrt of this country. 

The event in cither case seems to promise only a prolongation of evils to 
this unfortunate country. If the Spanish armies are to succml only to 
conquer the country for a despotic monarch & the Inquisition, it will l>e only 
to reduce it once more to the withering bigotry & monopoly of their ancient 
system; and if the Colombian army succeeds, the consequences will be a 
further exhaustion of the inhabitants by a protracfeti civil war; the almcwt 
useless expenditure of the resources of Colomltia,- which she may need for 
her own defence, and which will here be wasted, as the Colombians are 
excessively disliked by the Peruvians, and their chief is especially an object 
of dread & hatred to them. 

The people of this country are of a mild character, without instruetbn & 
effeminate. Though secluded by their geographical situation as well as by 
the peculiar jealousy of the Spanish Court from all interoourse with the 
rest of the world, of which they were almc^t entirely ignorant they still felt 
the oppression of the monopoly they were subjected to; the progress other 
nations were making could not be wholly concealed from them, and they 
were prepared to accejit of any change. When therefore the invasion of 
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t:he “ patriot chiefs was made they caught with eagerness at the ideas of 
liberty and independence, without knowing at what sacrifices these must be 
obtained, and that those who commence even a successful revolution seldom 
live to enjoy its results. 

Unfortunately for Peru the invaders who came to proclaim liberty & 
independence, were cruel, rapacious, unprincipled & incapable. Their 
mismanagement, their profligacy, & their thirst of plunder soon alienated 
the affections of the inhabitants, and prepared them to hail the return of 
the royal armies who were left unmolested to recruit their forces in the fine 
regions of Upper Peru. The character of the royal chiefs formed too a 
striking contrast to their opponents. La Serna the Viceroy a man advanced 
in life is distinguished for his moderation, humanity and uprightness. The 
Generals under him, Canterac, Valdez, Monnet, Loriga, Rodil, are men in 
the prime of life with an energy intrepidity & entei'prise that recall the 
character of their countrymen in the i6th century. They are all of the 
Constitutional party, & possess the virtues of those ill fated but real 
patriots. 

I have in another letter submitted some reasons for the necessity of 
increasing our naval force on this ocean where our commerce is so consider¬ 
able, & so capable of being enlarged. A recent occurrence since that letter 
was written has shewn still further the necessity of a reinforcement to watch 
such an extensive coast so liable to depredations from various parties. 
General Bolivar in the name of the Peruvian government has declared the 
coast of Peru in a state of blockade. Admiral Guise with a frigate & three 
smaller vessels is to enforce it & is to be stationed off this port. One of his 
cruisers arrived here a week since and detained a very valuable American 
ship which was fortunately rescued by our squadron. The officer stated, 
that they intended to be very liberal, they should allow vessels to enter on 
paying 25 pr. Ct. of the value of their cargoes in this market. Here then is 
a blockade established on the new system, not to distress an enemy but to 
pillage neutrals. 

Though this plan is not original with them yet when it was practised 
by some others, we might bear with its injustice for a time, because there 
were governments we could look to for reparation. But in this case who is 
to be responsible? Not the Colombian government but the Peruvian 
g-overnment and this latter has really no existence, it is extinct. Here there 
are a number of foreign adventurers, they are almost all Englishmen, who 
undertake to lay neutral commerce under contribution, and when they have 
collected a certain sum, will like their predecessors disperse themselves, and 
leave us without a hope of future compensation. I do not know how the 
American & English naval commanders will act, but it will be difficult for 
t:liem with a superior force to see their countrymen thus plundered in their 
very sight, and at such an immense distance from their governments that 
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the whole mischief will be effected & the depredators gone before they can 
receive instructions from home, 

I am in daily expectation of receiving an answer from the Vice Roy, who 
is still at Cuzco as General Rodil informed me today; he continues to say 
that he has no doubt of my being recognized, and has urged me to act from 
the beginning in my official capacity. I have declined so doing except in a 
few cases, where my efforts might be of some use to my countrymen. One 
of these the Brig Frederic of Stonington which has been under detention 
for two months, on account of her Captain retaking this vessel from a prize 
crew of the privateer Quiniarilla, He has promised to restore her to me 
tomorrow. 

There are now eight American vessels in this port, part of them with 
assorted cargoes not yet landed. Among other articles those who are now 
discharging had about 7000 barrels of flour. Their voyages generally will 
give them a fair profit. I send a packet of newspapers published here. 

I am [etc.]. 

P. 5 . May 4th. Last night a party of Montoneros entered a part of 
Lima, & created of course great dismay. They carried off several of the 
sentinels- This may give you an idea of the distracted state of this unfortu¬ 
nate country. 
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William Tudor^ United States Consul at Lima, to John Quincy Adams^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States 1 

[extracts] 

Lima, June 7, 1824, 

Sir: My last letter of the 3d ulto.^ was by the Franklin which sailed from 
Callao the 5th inst. Since then I have received a short note from the 
Viceroy in answer to my letter on arrival, & a letter of explanation on the 
subject of my consulship to Commodore Stewart, to which he refers me; 
the viceroy appearing to fear that writing to me would be a kind of acknowl¬ 
edgement. I have written an answer which was despatched by the general 
who commands here about a week since; copies of these papers I inclose, as 
also translations of three other documents relating to the privateer Quinta- 
rillOy addressed to Com. Stewart, which came to hand at the same time. 
Presuming for various reasons that it would be the wish of the President, 
that I should exercise the functions of my office here, I wrote this second 
letter. I feel some doubts about the result, though I had none as to the 
* MSi Consular Letters, Lima, 1 . * See above, pt. xi, doc. 961. 



1753 


DOCUMENT 962 : JUNE 7 , 1824 

refusal of the first application. I hope I have not mistaken the views of 
the government in the course I have pursued, but such have been the changes 
here, that we are all of us placed in a peculiar & difficult situation. I 
wrote to the Viceroy in Spanish, as there is no one about him who under¬ 
stands English. 

In the mean time I have received the most courteous treatment from 
General Rodil, who has the entire military & political command here; he has 
shewn me both before & since the answer of the Viceroy the most friendly 
disposition, & has refused me nothing that I have asked of him in behalf of 
my countrymen; and in one case by releasing some duties that had been 
already levied, although pressed with urgent wants of the service & obliged 
rigorously to exact every specie of revenue, he gave a very striking proof of 
the sincerity of his professions. It will therefore I think appear, that I 
have only done him justice, in an article in one of the newspapers inclosed. 

In a former letter soon after my arrival I anticipated from the changes 
that had taken place, those mischiefs to our commerce in this idea which 
are now rapidly accumulating. The loss of this district by the patriots has 
occasioned a double injury, by enabling the royalists to fit out cruisers & 
the patriots to establish a vexatious blockade. Two Corsairs under the 
Spanish flag sailed from Callao two months ago; one went to leeward, the 
other to windward; they have sent in two prizes under patriot flags, & last 
week one Swedish & one American brig, the former laden with timber, 
& bound from one port in Chile to another. I hear that one of the reasons 
assigned for her capture was her having carried troops for the patriots in 
some expedition. The Captain applied to Come. Hull & myself for pro¬ 
tection under the treaty with Sweden, but I shewed him that the last treaty 
had repealed the separate article of the treaty of 1783, by which the mutual 
protection was stipulated: He will apply to the English commander, there 
having been none here at the time of his arrival as I understand an agree¬ 
ment subsists between England & Sweden, similar to the one which formerly 
did between the U. S. & Sweden. . . . 

The accounts of a battle are daily expected, both sides speak with equal 
confidence of their expected success. It is almost impossible to form 
an opinion on the subject. The forces may be presumed to be nearly equal. 
One of the reports of the day is, that General Bolivar has detached a body 
of troops to take possession of this city. At other times it has been said, 
that he would not come here at all, untill the question was fully decided; 
that if he was successful in the first battle, he would follow the Spanish 
army in their retreat to Upper Peru, & there decide the fate of the country, 
for if victorious there, Lima must fall of course. 

In the meantime this City at present containing between 40 & 50 000 
inhabitants & once so full of wealth & luxury is now one of the most wretched 
places in the world. Their resources have all been cut off, and with means 




1757 


DOCUMENT 964: JULY II, 1 824 

levy of any duty on vessels bound in or out, & directing that he should con¬ 
sider no port in a state of blockade before which he had not a vessel stationed. 
Callao & Pisco are I believe the only ports now blockaded. 

An American seaman by the name of Henry Hudson of Rappahannoc Co., 
Virginia, called upon me in distress & died of consumption in Lima about a 
inonth ago; he had served in the squadron under Come. Decatur in the 
^Mediterranean & came out to Chile boatswain of a Brig from Baltimore. I 
Have been told that a brother of his, died a short time since at Guayaquil. 
They may possibly have friends to whom this notice may be interesting. 

The following ships of war are now lying here besides the Frigate A, i, & 
Lhe Dolphin: the British ships Cambridge. 84, Tartar Frigate, & Fly Sloop of 
war; the latter sails tomorrow for Valparaiso. The Peruvian squadron con¬ 
sists of the Prueba Frigate, AdL Guise & three smaller vessels. They have 
detained several English vessels but none belonging to the U. S. 

I hear that a few newspapers have been received from home into March, 
& it is said that the bill against transporting money in ships of war has 
passed. This induces me to repeat here an opinion, that was developed at 
large in former letters; that our policy, instead of prohibiting the transpor¬ 
tation of money, should be, to encourage it to the utmost under proper 
regulations. If it be an object with the government to extend our commerce 
with these countries & to increase the consumption of our manufactures, or 
even to preserve the share we now have, two objects must be immediately 
aittended to: first, to give every facility to the transportation of specie in our 
ships of war, & secondly by a new arrangement of our naval force, to keep a 
ship constantly going and coming between the U. S. & South America. For 
■the receipt & transmission of intelligence, as well as for the deposit & remit¬ 
tance of specie, we are now almost wholly dependent on the English ships of 
war, & the commerce between our country & this, will rather diminish than 
increase, if a different system be not speedily adopted. I earnestly hope 
that this subject will be considered on a large scale; our present policy is 
excessively injurious to our interests. 

On our glorious Fourth, the few Americans in Lima dined by invitation 
on board this ship, as did all the English commanders, & some of their lieuten¬ 
ants, the awning under which we dined, was composed of the American & 
English flags, the first time I presume that they were ever blended on that 
day. Being Sunday, the festivity according to the customs of both nations 
was moderate in its tone. The experiment was a delicate one, but succeeded 
most harmoniously and seemed to give mutual satisfaction. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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almoHt exhiivmUHl, every article of imni m extravagantly high. A!mo»i 
every hunily ban mifl'ered one of tiie great iniiifarltm«*s of ilie civil war* that 
of having Itn inetnlitTsi enrolletl in op|K,»itt\ eniliitterecl Which ever 

Hide h victorious there are a great number who have to fear the vengeance 
of the ctincjueror. And with thmeveniua! pnikHjject at no distant tierimi they 
are daily threatened by tlie bandn of the Mmiiinirmx, who hovering round 
them like vulttires are growing more Imld as they find the garrison iu lit* 
weakenrtl, atul have l>een three times within the iMiiinds of the city ifie last 
Wi*ek» HO that a skirmish cRTurn every night, and it may Ir* fearcx! from one 
day loatiothtT they may come in siilticient force to lake the City & jiUmder 
and asiMisiiinate at will for three or four days. 

liie h!nglish force on this ctiast ronsists of the i''timhrkiie H4, Ciipl. 
Malirig who m the senior olhcer* iirrivet! this clay at C*a!!ao, the larkir & 
Aur0m frigates, the latter Iniund home* ik llir Fly ^ Measey SkMipi of war 
The I’Yeiidi have one corvette at Valfwraiso, & it h refnirtid that a 
tleet of lanTral nail are on their way. There are now in the barlMHir of C "alhio 
ten s;iil of Amerit'an vesMis fmerchantineni & alMiiii the same nurnlHT of 
Hnglish; none of other iMiroinvin ttatiorm excrfii one tk?iioeic. Clur last 
dales froiii the T. S„ are by the hVigale ^ from Murojir to llte middle of 
January. 

I liave the honor !etc.]. 


ms 

J^hn B. Pr&msit Spmml Af^il 0/ thf. llniiM SMm 10 Fern, Emms Aires and 
Chik, ia Jahn Quimy Secrektry e/ SkUe af ike UnUed SkUm * 

TiPXttto, June 10, 

Sir: Ytmler<lay the Ihdpkin arrivcxl at tins Fort with ditspiitchc*! from 
("apt, Hull and I pray leave to awore you ihtil I mliall lake a pltmure in 
reripnrating the frien«lly ft*elings he has tnx?rt plmsed to express* m well m 
in r'niting with him most conlially to promote the views of the President. 
It is the more gratifying lM?cau*e the rourit! lidopltxl by Mr. Tudor is m 
foreign to my Ideas of the Intentionsof the President, thiit I cutinal think 
of lending my ^ufijKirt to his measures. 

The Army of Bolivar consisting of io/rki Trrxij^ i« advancing ufxm 
Xau]a in four I dvbions and we are in hourly exj.m::lation of an Encounter 
the result of which will form the subject of m early communiaition, ^oocj 
additional IVcxifw have been at Sen upwards of a month and are daily 
expected to arrive at this Port, tndtxxl it i» said that »me of the Triinsparts 
were yesterday in Sight to the Northwarcb This accession of Force will 
enable the Libcrtador if mi inclirttxb tci dir«:t a smalt division for the oceupa^ 

* MS. J. B. 
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tion of Lima, now wholly defenceless and groaning under the most awful 
and brutal oppression. 

Admiral Guise has been committing outrages upon both the English 
and American merchantmen in direct hostility with the orders of the Liber- 
tador and I regret that Capt. Stewart did not furnish me with some one case 
upon which to ground a representation. I have had frequent interviews 
with the Secretary General residing in this City and his marked disapproba¬ 
tion of the conduct of that officer satisfies me that Capt. Hull will obtain 
prompt orders for the correction of these abuses. 

With every Sentiment [etc.]. 
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William Tudor^ United States Consul at Lima^ to John Quincy Adams^ Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

Frigate United States^ 
Callao Roads, July /i, 1824. 

Sir: By the English Frigate Aurora which takes this letter round the 
Cape, I have sent a duplicate of my last dispatch. The official returns of our 
commerce for the first six months of this year, & some other documents I 
had ready for this opportunity, which I thought would have been delayed a 
few days longer. These papers are in Lima & the vessel sails in the morning. 

To explain the reason of my writing from this place, will serve to give some 
idea of the state of things here. The General who commands this district, 
sent me an express today, to say that the Commodore wished to see me, & if 
I would come down to Callao, might go on board: this is a particular favour 
as all communication with the ships is now wholly interrupted. Admiral 
Guise is in the roads blockading the port with his squadron. One or two 
nights he has sent in boats to make attacks in the inner harbour, & the night 
before last burnt one & took out three Spanish vessels. All the foreign 
merchantmen are at anchor with their ships of war out of reach of the balls 
of the contending parties. This state of active war produces much irritation, 
& for the few last days there has been a total interruption to all intercourse 
with the shore. 

I informed you in my last of the arrival here of the Brig Nancy of New 
York, as a prize to a privateer fitted out from Callab; & today the privateer 
herself with a valuable American ship, the General Carrington of Providence, 
taken in the port of Quilca, also came in safely, passing the blockading 
squadron. The American ship had Spanish Colours hoisted, & Come. 
Hull immediately wrote to the Governor to inquire the reason of this outrage. 

^ MS. Consular Letters, Lima, I. 
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I inquired of (ieneral Rodtl the reamm for the eiipture of thiB ship: he told 
me he had not examined all the jmtKTs. bin that she had liinded fiowder & 
firearms in CoquimlK) an enemy’s j.Kirt» & she had also smuggled mime gootb 
in the port of Quilca, I'he C'aptain & SufK^rcargo were not alkiw«?d to land 
today, so that I amid obtain no other fKirticularH. If this nhtp which is 
said to lie worth itx),ou€> should not 1 h* burrU or cut out in mime of these 
night attacks, I can have little hoj'ie for her acquittal after such ehargi^ 
against her, when the case of tht? Nam-v is considerrd. Iliis vrmd has all 
her {i^qx^rs in fH*rft*€H order, the whole value of her ciirgo is not more than 
$tBt.H>, & it is obvious from the chnnimenls that she was only taken in order 
to m*nd dowm scmie plunder, which the privatwr took on shore in the {wri 
of Huasco, w’here site wits lying. 

llie (ienerul requeslni me last wtfk to hsik at the fwijwm of this case ifir 
Fiscal having given an unfavorable tipinton, and mid him my t.ihmr\%itmm 
ufHin it. Tim was tlone, & fortunately a variety of rirrumstiirirrs offsrkl 
acts aimbinc^tl to prove in the most manner, ihm the irsiimony of 

an English sailor, one of tlir privateer*^ crew, wdio swwr that he had w^orkrtl 
on iKKird of her a few montlis lH:dort\ under patriot aifours, was an o{irn 
{H^rjury. Hie <ienerai in his letter repHei! io me, lluil iiiy remarks iqifK^iiritl 
just, St he should lx* glad to have her af;c|U!tit*d; but today hr informed mr 
that one of the otticws had dtx'lari^d the rape Umkm badly. If she is con- 
demncHl, 1 cannot imagine that any can lx* cleared. 

If a change dot^a not s{ice«li!y hapixm to terminate the dissensions of lhe«» 
countries, our commerce will Iw subjected to great risk, Se if the government 
determine tfi protni it, mort* fort'c will iHTrssary & more explicit instruct 
ttons to the rtnnnuinders. Five vespi*b at least will Im* wantctl liciween 
(“hilm? Si Mexiai: At the same time it would lie extremely dcfiirable to mm- 
bine if fKiisible Mime mmle of pi’m^mling lic^iwwn the form of neutriil mo 
lions. The QuinMnUlu wdio^e captain artrs:! «i like a pirate was raptured 
liy a Franch Sloop of war whirfi die fin^tl iijiofi. Vet the projwly of alt 
Frenchmen in Up{H*r Peru, to the amount of 41x1,000 $, w*ii« taken iKiiiiewion 
of by the government to await the dedskin of the rafx% Sc they themselves 
held as pristmers on fiarole. 

We are in daily ex|xx:tati«in of tht? newi tif 11 battle t»etw«n Cienerab 
Bolivar Sc C'lmterac. The forcvsi of the fxirtirs are nearly ef|ual & tmih ^m%k 
with equal confidenre of the ex{x*ricd result. Ilui nil the evenl« of the war 
will rt^ach the W S, much saioner from other quarters, &. I therefore forliear 
to dw^ell UfKin the Bubject, 

Tht D&lphin mlxmtvtl iwxidiiyu ago bringing answer ici Come. Hull from 
(ienerat Bolivar, f«tying that he wtiuld lie answ'^erable for the money taken 
from the Americ^an thijm m a fine or rannom by Admiral C hii«, whenever the 
aflair could lie investigated, if it diould apfiear that hin conduct wm im* 
proper. It incloned alixi a copy of the hiBt orders to him, prohibiting the 
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I inquired of General Rodi! the reason for the capture of this ship; he told 
me he had not exitnained all the but that she had landed powder & 

firearms in Coquimlm an enemy a {Kjrt, & she had alsc^ snuiggltHl some goods 
in the t>ort of Qiiilca, The t'aptidn & SufitTcargcj were not nllowc*d to land 
today, so that I could obtain no other t>articulars. If tins ship which is 
said to Ih^ worth lot),000 f, shtiuld not l>e burnt or trui out in «ime of these 
night attacks, I can have little hoiKt for her acquittal after such charges 
against her, when the cam? of the Namy is considered. This vet^a! hiw all 
her papers in order, the whole value of her cargo is not moitt than 

f iHtx), & it is tibvious from the docunienls that she wm only taken in order 
to mnul down some plunder, which the iirivaieer itnik on shore in the fwl 
of Hitami, where she was lying. 

I'he Ckmeral requeslinl me lust wt^k look at the pafHTsof this rase* the 
lumil having given an unfavorable opinion, and mtic! him my cibM*rvations 
ujK^n it. 'rbis was done, & forlunateiy a variety of rirrumsianres & official 
acts mmlnnetl to prove in iht? most iierfect miiniier, that the testimony of 
iin English sailor, one of ilie privaUTr*s crew, whe* swore that he had worketl 
on iHiard of her a few months befon% umlrr fKitrioi rolours, was an o|Km 
|H*rJyry. Hu* Cienera! in his letter replin! to me, dial my remarks iipiieareil 
just, & he should In* glad to have her arquitit^l; hut tmhiy he informed me 
that one of the oflicers had tiechired the eamr ItKiks badly. If she is con¬ 
demned, 1 raimot imagine that any vesstd can lie* rlearrch 

If a change dm^s not s|H*t*iiiiy hapficii to terminate the dimmsionsof th»e 
cinimries, our commerce will Ik* sulijected to great risk. & if the government 
determine to protect it, more force wall U* turessary & more* cKplidt insiruc* 
liouH to the comnuuuiers. Five ves^iMtds at least will lu* waiu«i lieiwf*en 
(‘hiloc*- & Mexim: At the s;ime time it would \w extremely desirable to cf:im« 
bine if (lossibk* some rncKle of pnarmling luqwwn the forces of neutral na» 
tions. The Quinkmilla whose captain actt^l »o like u pirate was captured 
by a French Sloop of war wliirh she firtMl ufKin. Yet the property of all 
Frenchmen in Upfier Peru* to the amoimt of 400,mxi f, wits taken {K^^»ion 
of by the government to await the dmsion of the nmu & they tfiem.»elve« 
held as pristmers on {)arole. 

We are in daily exiwtaiion of the news of 11 bit tie liciwwri tknerals 
Ikilivar & C'anterac. The forct»s of the fMflies are neiirly etiiial & {uith s|>t*ak 
with tH|Uid confuleruT of the ex|)eciecl result. But all the events of the war 
will mich the l \ S. much scKiner from other quiirierm, & I therefore forlmir 
to dwell ufKm the subject. 

The rt*turiml two days ago bringing aniwer to Gome. Hull from 

(jcnerai Bolivar, saying that he would l>e answeritble for the money taken 
frt>m the American ships as a fine or ransom by Admiral iUiise, whenever the 
afifair could l>e investigated, if it should api)enr that his mnduct was im¬ 
proper. It incloied also a copy of the last orders to him, prohibiting the 
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levy of any duty on vessels bound in or out, & directing that he should con¬ 
sider no port in a state of blockade before which he had not a vessel stationed. 
Callao & Pisco are I believe the only ports now blockaded. 

An American seaman by the name of Henry Hudson of Rappahannoc Co., 
Virginia, called upon me in distress & died of consumption in Lima about a 
month ago; he had served in the squadron under Come. Decatur in the 
Mediterranean & canie out to Chile boatswain of a Brig from Baltimore. I 
have been told that a brother of his, died a short time since at Guayaquil. 
They may possibly have friends to whom this notice may be interesting. 

The following ships of war arc now lying here besides the Frigate A. i. Sc 
the Dolphin: the British ships Cambridge 84, Tartar Frigcite, & Fly Sloop of 
war; the latter sails tomorrow for Valparaiso. The Peruvian squadron con¬ 
sists of the Prueba Frigate, Adi. Guise & three smaller vessels. They have 
detained several English ve.s8cl8 but none belonging to the U. S. 

1 hear that a few newspapers have been received from home into March, 
& it is sjiid that the bill against transporting money in ships of war has 
passed. This induces me to repeat here an opinion, that was developed at 
large in former letters; that our policy, instead of prohibiting the transpor¬ 
tation of money, should be, to encourage it to the utmost under proper 
regulations. If it Ixj an object with the government to extend our commerce 
with these countries & to increase the consumption of our manufactures, or 
even to preserve the share we now have, two object.s must be immediately 
attended to: first, to give every facility to the transportation of specie in our 
ships of war, & secondly by a new arrangement of our naval force, to keep a 
ship constantly going and coming between the U. S. & .South America. For 
the receipt & transmission of intelligence, as well as for the deposit & remit¬ 
tance of specie, we are now almost wholly dependent on the English ships of 
war, & the commerce between our country & this, will rather diminish than 
increase, if a different system be not speedily adopted. I earnestly hope 
that this subject will be considered on a large scale; our present policy is 
excessively injurious to our interests. 

On our glorious Fourth, the few Americans in Lima dined by invitation 
on board this ship, as did all the English commanders, & some of their lieuten¬ 
ants, the awning under which we dined, was composed of the American & 
English flap, the first time I presume that they were ever blended on that 
day. Being Sunday, the festivity according to the customs of both nations 
was moderate in its tone. The experiment was a delicate one, but succeeded 
most harmoniously and seemed to give mutual satisfaction. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Willium Tw/fir, United States Ctmsul at Limit in John Quincy Adams, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ‘ 

Lima, Au^jixi j.f, 

Sir: I take the ad vantage t»f a veiintd Innuni in CiuayatjnU to write thi^ 
letter with the htjpe there may l>e mane o|)|K)rtUfnty of ftirwardsiig it by the 
way of Panama, 

Tlie prestmt momeni in a very rritical i»ne, & tlie atixiety of all parties 
at itH height. On the 6th iuHt. a rciuduil l«M»k plate InHwetTi the |ialrifit?i 
SpaniartiH whirh eruletl in the triumph of the foriiHT, It apfK*ari4 that 
(ieneral (‘arilerae who* for the laiil year han had hh hrach|itarterH iit Iluaii* 
rayo near Jauja, nunetl forwartl to mi^a the pauitii army whirh had de^ 
«T*nUi*d the CVrrcj dt^ Paman & had iraverMnt the Painpan of Reye?^, l\vo 
leagues in iidvanre id that plare the atlvaiired diviHiuir^ of iRith arinirH 
enecmnierfcHl earh mher» & after an obf^tinaie ronilat the Spanish forre wa^ 
W'uriiU*d with a roiifiiderable limn, they admit tliemwlvefi the patriots 
H*ty much more. It wa^ nut a general anion, but principally liiTween the 
cavalry; & im it wan on iIiih arm that the S|^miattb rhirlly rrliet! for their 
fiU|RTioriiy, it augurn kidly for iheni that they nhoidd have Irtii defealrib 
They retrealnl iu leaguen with precipitatiiiit night ^ ilay, cluMdy followed 
by the patriot army, to take up a |Kmition previotmly tdio^itTi at the lirkige 
of Ircuciiagua on the Apurirnac. Here the Viceroy who left Ihi/co on the 
Slh irwt. & Valdez, are to Join them with reinforrrrnerUs. The oflicial 
dmpalch of the Palnofii wan dated the 7th irmt, the Spanif^h <»eneral here 
hai dale^ to the 13th, but nothing more h known; it in fair however to 
premnne that the Sparnardn liave met with no hnlimpienl nuvrvm or il 
would have la^en gladly prmTiimeil here. 

In the contradiciory ik confident awriumH t 4 ImiiIi ^idrs, it in difhcull. to 
get at the truth, but thea.HfmT of aflaicH lian rmTtsially rhaiigcni in favour of 
the patrioiH wathin the lant three luuiiih?^. The great e\erii«ifis that have 
Ihtu made by the patriot goverrmuTil of C olombia Si itie energy & ability 
of (.ieneraf Rolivar have briiughi forwTird an army Idled with rntluima-Mit & 
prolmbly numerically itronger than the Himniard^ can culletn, Ck»nera! 
Bolivar in Haiti to have with him lieiween 12 & men iK^idtm having 

annforcernerUH corning up. The Spiminh force after the junction of lot 
Serna & Canterac will not exmxl the patriot army in number®, & are inferior 
to it in character, & much more liable to revolt & dinfM^mom For although 
the Spanish ofltcT.?rs have done wonderfi in collecting Sc dimriplining their 
force they cannot infuse any enthusiasm into their faUow’c*ri for ifie dominion 
of Spain. With the exception of a very few Sf^aniimli, thc?ir ranks are 
composed eniirely of Indians & nt^groes. The former are prone to disper« 
after every action & carry off their arms with them. 

^ MS. ConwUa l^etters, Lima, L 
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In the meantime the Spanish General commanding in this district has 
removed all the public property from the Mint & elsewhere to the Castles of 
Callao; & the small garrison that remains in the City is ready to evacuate it 
at a moment’s warning. The Montonera, have made incursions in its imme¬ 
diate vicinity the two last days for the purpose of pillage and the approach 
of some patriot force is now daily expected. 

This C ity has been exposed to dreadful disorders from its populace & the 
savage Montonera on former occasions of a similar nature. The civil 
governor evacuates with the garrison & an entire suspension of authority 
follows, for the Alcaldes & watchmen having no jjoint of su])port, abandon 
their posts & .shut themselves up in their houses like the rest of the inhabi¬ 
tants. No vt*8tige of public spirit which might combine the citizens for 
mutual 8upj)ort in such an emergency is to be found here. Each house 
prepares for a separate defence as well as it can; but the foreigners are 
better able to protect themselves, as they are provided with arms of which 
the other inhabitants are destitute. Under these circumstances the com¬ 
manding General last week spontaneously proposed to the American & 
English commanders, as he could no longer be responsible for the safety of 
their countrymen after his troops evacuated the City, that they should send 
up a force of marines for their protection. Captain of the Cambridge 84 the 
.Senior English officer in this sea immediately sent up three officers & no 
men who were put into fine quarters here, & have since received rations 
from the Spanish General. 

Commodore Hull declined taking the same course for several reasons, but 
he offered to send up a few sailors under the charge of an officer to be dis¬ 
tributed in the houses of his countrymen; on consulting with them I found 
they were afraid they could not manage the sailors, and have therefore only 
requested the loan of some arms and ammunition. It may be hoped that 
the disorders will not be so serious as on a former occasion. It was at first 
understood that the English marines would remain concentered, & in that 
case the Alcaldes & watchmen would have kept their posts; having a military 
force to rely upon, & this small corps might have protected the whole city. 
There seems however to be some objections to this course, & I understand 
from Capt. Maling this morning that they are to be dispersed in the houses 
of the English residents. 

A reflection obtrudes itself here irresistibly. The last news we have here 
from Europe contains the correspondence of Mr. Canning on the subject 
of South American Independence, & the debate in the House of Lords on the 
Marquess of Lansdown’s motion. Lord Liverpool in his answer leaves less 
hope of a speedy recognition on their part, than was caused by the able 
letter of Mr. Canning in answer to the Conde Ofalia. It appears however 
that the Cabinet has definitively resolved to acknowledge the Independence, 
& only defer "the mere form” out of delicacy to the Spanish Court. Yet 
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Willmm Tmlar, United States Consul at IJm i, to John Quincy Adamst Stere^ 
iary of State of the Untied States ^ 

Lima* Aufji%t j.f, 

Siu: I take the advantage nf a vennid IkhuhI ti* CiUayat|UiI oi write tliin 
letter with the hope there may he mmw ofjjKjriunity of ftirwanling it by the 
way of Panama. 

The jjrentnu nunneiu h a very eritiral one, tS the anxsriy of all parlien 
at itH height. On the 6ih iuHt. a comlai itnik phuT {R*twern the paifuirii & 
Spaniardn wdueh ended in the iriiirnph of the fonticr. It aptH%ir?i that 
(Jeneral C'anterae who for the last year Iulh had \m !ieadc|uarier» at Hiiaio 
eayo near Jauja, moved forwanl to ineii the |iatriot army whirh had do 
mmdec! the (‘erro de I^iHrn, & had iraverm! the PampaB of KeyeH. Two 
leaguen in advanee of that ptaee the mlvamaxl divi?iioni4 of IhiUi arniies 
encountered each other, i!t after an olmttnate coisibat the Sjianinh force 
wtifKled wdth a considerable hwn, they admit tlienimdvi^ t!$e |Kitrk»l^ 
say much more. It was not a general action, Init prificipally U^twern llie 
cavalry; ik as it was on this arm that the Spaniarcb rhielly relief! hir llirir 
superiority, it augurs badly for them that they shcadd have U'^en defealwl. 
They retreated iu leaguen with prerifiilation night ^ day, closely followed 
by the patriot anny, to take up a prevkiusty rlicm'n at the bridge 

of irruchagua on the Atnirimac, Here the Viceroy who left i"u/ro on the 
Slh inst. & Valder, are to join them wdlh rcinhircemenis. The cdlicia! 
diitpatch of the I^ttriotn was dated the yih irwl. the Spanish (ieneral here 
lui« dates to the i,yh. but nothittg nture h known; it m fair however to 
presume that the Spaniarcls tmve inti with no subsc^quent succefis or ii 
would have been gladly pnrUumed here. 

In the contradictory ik cunhckiti atistitions of Unh sides, it h diflirnlt to 
get at tlie truth* but the as|Kri of aflairii has emit!iatly rhiiiiged in favour of 
the patriotH within the Iasi iliree monihs. The great rxerlicms that have 
lH*en made by the patriot gtiverninetu of C ohimbia & the energy & alnliiy 
of Cdcneral Bolivar have brought forwiird an army hfltil with enthusiasm & 
probably nutnerically stronger than the S|Kiniards can collecl. ikntral 
Bolivar is Mid to have with him Ijctweem ij & i^mio men iKmiden having 
reinforcements coming up. The Spanish force after the junction of la 
Serna & Canterac will not extifed the patriot army in numberi, & are inferior 
to it in character, & much more liable to revolt & di«|H"rmon. For although 
the Sfmntsh olKrers have tlone w^onders in ctdlening & diicdplining their 
force they cannot infuse any aiUhusiasm into their followers for the dominion 
of Spain. With the exccfition of a very few Sfinniards* their ranks are 
composed entirely of IndlanH & negroes. The former are prone to disperse 
after every action & carry off their arms with them. 

* MS. Coniubr Lima, L 
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In the meantime the Spanish General commanding in this district has 
removed all the public property from the Mint & elsewhere to the Castles of 
^allao; & the small garrison that remains in the City is ready to evacuate it 

a moment^s warning. The Montonera, have made incursions in its imme¬ 
diate vicinity the two last days for the purpose of pillage and the approach 
cyt some patriot force is now daily expected. 

This City has been exposed to dreadful disorders from its populace & the 
^a^vage Montonera on former occasions of a similar nature. The civil 
g-overnor evacuates with the garrison & an entire suspension of authority 
follows, for the Alcaldes & watchmen having no point of support, abandon 
-their posts & shut themselves up in their houses like the rest of the inhabi- 
t:a.nts. No vestige of public spirit which might combine the citizens for 
rnutual support in such an emergency is to be found here. Each house 
prepares for a separate defence as well as it can; but the foreigners are 
better able to protect themselves, as they are provided with arms of which 
-the other inhabitants are destitute. Under these circumstances the com- 
rnanding General last week spontaneously proposed to the American & 
English commanders, as he could no longer be responsible for the safety of 
■their countrymen after his troops evacuated the City, that they should send 
tap a force of marines for their protection. Captain of the Cambridge 84 the 
Senior English officer in this sea immediately sent up three officers & no 
ixien who were put into fine quarters here, & have since received rations 
from the Spanish General. 

Commodore Hull declined taking the same course for several reasons, but 
he offered to send up a few sailors under the charge of an officer to be dis- 
-tributed in the houses of his countrymen; on consulting with them I found 
■they were afraid they could not manage the sailors, and have therefore only 
requested the loan of some arms and ammunition. It may be hoped that 
•the disorders will not be so serious as on a former occasion. It was at first 
understood that the English marines would remain concentered, & in that 
case the Alcaldes & watchmen would have kept their posts; having a military 
force to rely upon, & this small corps might have protected the whole city. 
There seems however to be some objections to this course, & I understand 
from Capt. Maling this morning that they are to be dispersed in the houses 
of the English residents. 

A reflection obtrudes itself here irresistibly. The last news we have here 
from Europe contains the correspondence of Mr. Canning on the subject 
of South American Independence, & the debate in the House of Lords on the 
IVIarquess of Lansdown's motion. Lord Liverpool in his answer leaves less 
hope of a speedy recognition on their part, than was caused by the able 
letter of Mr. Canning in answer to the Conde Ofalia. It appears however 
that the Cabinet has definitively resolved to acknowledge the Independence, 
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for want of this farm chiefly, these muntries are kept in a distracted state, 
this large city & many others are plunged in wretchedness & thousands of 
brave men are to waste their IjUkrI on the sands of I’eru. Is not deference 
on such a subjet'l, at such a moment, for sucli a Scn'crcign as Fenlinand, & 
such a cabinet as the pretsent one at Madrid, thinking to{» much of Court 
etiquette, & loo little of human misery? 

The blockade of the port of Callao, which had been pmperly maintained 
for two months was given up about ten days since, & has not Infen renewed. 
It is however said it is to be resumed, though with a force, that C'aplain 
Maling writes me today, he thinks insuflicient for the purjxkM. In the 
interval six American vessels have entered the port. 

Of the two American vessels which I informed you in previous letters, had 
Ijeen sent into Callao by a Spanish cruiser, the Brig Nancy has Ixjcn con¬ 
demned, & the ship General Carrington of Providence undoulnedly will lie. 
The value of the Nancy & her cargo was not more than or f>cKx> f laith 
u^etherj her papers were jierfectly in order, & the case is one of flagrant 
injustice. The Ship with her cargo is worth about itxi.tKxi $ & as she had 
landed powder & arms in Chili, her condemnation under the treaty of 1795, 
will lie more difficult to be set aside. The Sjianiartls have now no cruisers 
at sea; the last that was sent received so much injury from the straining 
while chased by the Frigate U. S. that the Captain afterwartls burnt her 
in the jiort of Chilca. 

'rhe SufH-Tcargo Sc officers of the Carrington were imprisoneti ik not allowed 
to communicate with any one. When I took down to the tiencral a copy of 
the sttventh article of the treaty of which I hati previously given hitn an en¬ 
tire copy, he stiid he had nothing to do with it. I asked him how a SjKinish 
officer in his situation, or their courts could lie exempt from the obligatioii# 
of that treaty? Me replied, that they knew nothing of treaties, that they 
were only bound to follow the instructions which the Viceroy reccive<i from 
his (“ourt. This was in other words to say, that they caretl nothing for the 
present state of these countries, or of the commerce on thmt c<Jitsts, that the 
laws of the Indies were their only rule, & the instructions to the Viceroy 
date<l several years since their only guide. Such are the procmiings & pol¬ 
icy of the Spanish administrators. 

August 26th. I was yesterday at C'alfao, & saw (ieneral Rodil; be told me 
Come. Mull had written to him respecting the Carrington; but that she 
must be c»nrlcmned as the Nancy had been, & that if we were injured we must 
look to Spain for redrew. A vessel arrived yesterday from Quilca & at length 
we have certain accounts of the Asia which, with the Brig Achilles are at 
Chiloe, where they arrived in May & were waiting to lie joined by two 
French frigates manned with Spaniards. The Asia has 10511 men on boarti. 
Two officers from her had reached Quilca ten days since. They were re¬ 
fitting the miserable vessel they came down in to return with the Viceroy's 
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orders, which cannot reach Chiloe before October. It is therefore probable 
that the Asia may arrive here just in season to take back to Spain the chiefs 
of the Spanish army, if the campaign should be decided against them. 

The Spaniards have three armed vessels at Callao, two brigs of 14 & 18 
guns, & the Ship Esther^ formerly belonging to Mr. Dorr of Boston, which 
they have absurdly armed as a two decker to carry 32 guns. These vessels 
it is the intention to keep in port till the Asia comes down. If the patriots 
do not conquer Peru this campaign, & the Spanish squadron be actually 
reinforced by the Frigates, expected, they will then have a force of seven 
vessels of war, & men enough to fit out two or three more. In such an event 
nothing but the positive resistance of the American & English squadrons, 
could prevent our whole commerce from being swept away from these coasts. 

I am writing by Captain Carter of the Peacock who I understand returns 
home, & proceeds in the Dolphin in a few days to Valparaiso on his way. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S* August 2gih, Admiral Guise in his own ship with the schooner 
Macedonian has resumed the blockade of Callao today. Further news from 
the officers of the Asia say that she is ordered to remain at Chiloe till joined 
by the Guerrero an 8o gunship. No further news from the armies. 
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Josk Ramdn Rodil, Military and Political Governor of the Province of Lima, to 
William Tudor, United States Consul at Lima ^ 

[translation] 

Callao, September 4,1824. 

Considering you Sir, as a person of the first influence among the citizens 
of your nation residing in this Province, I find myself obliged to communicate 
to you the request which has been made to me under date of the 3d inst., 
by the Political Governor of Lima, the Count de Villar de Fuente, on the 
sacred subject which is explained in it; that by taking it into your consid¬ 
eration, you may endeavour to remedy as far as possible, the scandal of 
which the Count complains: 

Neither in my public nor my private character, can I see with indiffer¬ 
ence, the scandalous profanation which the holy sanctuary of our 
Churches is suffering from foreigners. Your Exy. knows better than I, 
the dvil & polite deportment, which should be observed among the diver- 

» MS. Consular Letters, Lima. I, enclosed in Tudor to the Secretary of State, ^i^ember 18, 
182^ which see below, pt. xi, doc. 968. Similar letters were sent to the British Consul and 
to the Commanders of the American and English squadrons. 
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sitiea of worship which blinded miiions adopt: and which Cathalies 
though well [>er8uaded of their fanaticism observe; and if they aim}, pre¬ 
serve u cx^rresponding coinposure & exterit)r cirruinsfRnnion when hxi by 
curiosity or any other motive, thev emter those* Temples whe^re the true 
(hkI in not worshipped; why should not prott*stants or herrtirs tfhstwr 
the same [mliteness when they enter into ours? Every day i lii^ ilsrisrian 
people perceives the contempt with which f)ur aicns! niysirries are 
treutal; and while oilering the prufRT adciriilion of their faith, to the 
August Sacrament in the mtist solemn fcHtiyals, evtm tfisTU these 

strungersmakingaajntruHtof theirdifTerentopinitms,manifest tltefughest 

contempt with impudence & impunity, genng so far as ui rover them- 
mdves before the liivine Majesty itself, anil insulung the faithful, in the 
holy celebration of their most siicretl tloginas.^ li is necess^iry to make 
known to these* uncivil strangers ihat^the irreligioUH llagsof the patriois 
(le Patria) no longer wave in our territory, but the* virnioipH ones of the 
Catholic King, that they may adjust their conduct to flam* eltif ies, which 
order ^ the higlu»st peilicyof nations recjuire; arulas wo iunv happily find 
your Exy. {)laced at the heael of ilu* Military ik Political govrmmeiil of 
this Province, your Exy. is more imrneeiiately calleti ufKiii lu juMify the 
sacred confidence of the Sovereign, in a matter that has alway^^ deta*rv«x! 
his royal vigilant altention & wutchfulnin»s, as well as, tlum* of our moii 
excellent Viceroy and (kmeral In {!hief. If your Kxy* thinks pro|icT to 
communicatt? officially to those refircHentatives of foreign |s*wrrs, 
existing here, with that energy, decorum, & lilirienr'V, (tnfrfj 4 , tlftma, 
y m ivr(ty) which are chaiacteriHiic of you.ihr?^* alniws of mirh iransiam* 
danl mischief iptbias imnserndemius) will without dcnila U* reformed: 
your Exy.will thereby given testimony worihyof a disiingui^^lird Sp,lni^ 4 i 
('hief, & the most deciiled protection to all the inhabitants, whn now 
recogni:^,e in the provident and moral government of your Exy. the s^ife- 
guard of the law's. 

I have the honor to repeat to your Exy. the assurance of my rrs|reri. 

God guard your I%xy, many years. Heal IndifK? del (‘allao 4 1MJ4, 
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WUlium Tud^r, Unikd Stales Consul ai Lima, to Josi Ram&n Radii, Milik.ry 
and Political Governor of the Province of Lima * 

Lima, Septemlm 6, i8j4. 

Gknp:rau: I had the honor of receiving yesterday your Exy^s. letter of the 
4th inst.^ containing a communication from the Political Ckrvernor of 
Uma, the Count de Villar de Fuente, which I have read with the greatest 
turpri^ & regret. I have vainly endeavored to atcertain am itnabk to 

‘ MS. Contukr Letter^ Lima, I, ancloted In Tudor to Secretary d September 
1824, which ®ea below, pc. xi, doc. 968. 

»above, pt. xi, doc. 966. 
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imagine, what conduct on the part of foreigners in this City, can have 
given rise to such a harsh and indiscriminate denunciation of them, in such 
phrases as the following: scandalous profanation of Churches^ blinded nations^ 
contempt of sacred mysteries, impudence and impunity, insults to the faithful, 
uncivil strangers, abuses of such transCendant mischief.'' 

In regard to the citizens of the United States, it is my duty solemnly to 
protest against this language as applicable to them. The vast & splendid 
Churches and convents of Lima, are very naturally objects of admiration 
to them; and it may happen through inadvertence that they may enter 
these at an inopportune moment & from the same motive fail of complying 
with some of those ceremonies which are expected & rendered by all. But 
in such a case, I am sure that a suggestion from any of the attendants, would 
be immediately followed with thankfulness; and I declare that I do not 
know any of my countrymen in Lima, who are capable of wantonly insulting 
the feelings of the inhabitants, by treating with intentional disrespect, any 
object which they may hold sacred. 

In the United States the most perfect & absolute religious toleration exists; 
in all the towns churches of different communions are to be found together. 
The civil government in matters of faith, considers men responsible only to 
their Creator; and while it protects equally the rights of all, declines, and in 
fact is prohibited by our Constitutions, from according any exclusive prefer¬ 
ence. No sect therefore being either favoured, or persecuted, there being 
neither oppressor nor oppressed; but all the citizens worshipping the same 
Omnipotent God & Divine Saviour of the world, though with different 
forms, are exactly equal in the eye of the law. I mention these facts only 
to shew, that my countrymen being accustomed to see all sects enjoying 
equal privileges, and treating each other with mutual respect, and judging 
of men not by their particular belief but by their general conduct, cannot be 
supposed likely to treat the Catholic religion here with disrespect, among 
whose professors in their own country, they have left neighbours, friends, 
relations, and fellow Christians. 

It remains for me only to say, that feeling as I do, the most sincere respect 
for the Count de Villar de Fuente, whom I have always heard described as 
remarkable for his moderation, virtue & wisdom, I am more surprised at 
such a general denunciation of foreigners. I am confident there must have 
been some mistake in the representations made to him on this subject. But 
if a man of his character, who in his situation, has all strangers placed under 
his protection, thus covers them with such reproaches without distinction; 
what might not be expected from the pious but mistaken zeal of ignorant 
people, if once stimulated to consider foreigners as guilty of sacrilegious 
insults? The cruelty and injustice of such general proscriptions might then 
be shewn very strikingly in the case of my countrymen. There are among 
the officers of the squadron, some Catholics, and as that bounteous Provi- 
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dence who provideth for aU his creaturw, has fixed no distinctive mark on 
the Catholic »Si the Protestant, these individuals who by their dress & 
languai^e, would be marked a* foreigners, might fall victims, Catholira killed 
by Catholics, in a moment of popular phrensy. 

I intreat you to represent these considerations, with the utmost respect 
on my part, to the Count de Vilbr de Kuente. I will do every thing that 
depends on me, to caution my countrymen against giving any offence to the 
amiable people among whom they reside; and 1 in my turn, must appeal to 
the same “cncrgta, decora, y acierlo,” which the t‘ount »o justly descril>e« as 
distinguishing your administration, to afford them the same security 
protection, which the subjects of Spain every where receive in the United 
States. 

I have been reluctant of late for many reawns, to trouble you with 
applications; but I must take this occasion to represent, that there are on 
board the ship General Carrington, a few cases of silks belonging to a wry 
respectable merchant, a {larticular friend of mine, in ftoston, which were 
recommended to my attention, when 1 left the U. S. These goods were 
shipped in C'hilc for this market, and l>eing entirely independent of the 
pror>erty of the vessel & her cargo, ought not to l>e subject to the dccisicm 
in her ai»e, if unfavorable. I therefore hope you will order them to be 
delivered to me. 

I regret to learn that in the attack made by the gunboats ycstertlay, a 
ball from one of them, killed a siiilor on board the American ship Gtmmof 
Clinton Sc carried off the arm of another of my unfortunate twintrymen. 
A* the man is disabled for life through this unlucky accident, I hope he may 
be considered an object of your lixceliency's benevolence. 

I have the honor {etc.). 


96S 

WiUiam Tudor, United Stales Consul at Lima, to John Quincy Adams, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States.^ 

iKXTRACrsl 

Lima, September iS, 1824, 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose copies of two letters which recently 
passed between (Jcneral Rodil & myself.* His letter was a circular ad- 
dr»Med to the English C'ommanders & Consuls. 1 ‘hi» letter seemed to me 
extraordinary, specially when the mild character of the Clovemor is con¬ 
sidered, who has only been allowed to hold the mere semblance of power, 

' MS. CtmsuUr Letters, Lima, 1 . 

* See above, pt. xi, docs. 966 and 967, under dates of SefStember 4 and 6, 1824, 
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and as such an unqualified & bitter denunciation of all foreigners, might well 
serve to prepare the way for a general proscription, I thought it my duty 
to protest against it immediately. I have received no answer to my reply, 
or to the other topics of my letter. 

The Brig Nancy of New York has been finally condemned; the case of the 
ship General Carrington of Providence was not concluded yesterday, but I 
have no doubt will share the same fate. Come. Hull sent up protests & a 
demand for restitution in both cases to the Viceroy by the Peacock^ which 
sailed for Quilca about ten days since. The Spanish government however 
is so pressed for funds, and the country is so exhausted that there can be 
little hope of recovering any property from their hands. 

The Spanish Ship Asia & brig Achilles reached Callao on the 12th inst. 
in exactly eight months from Cadiz. The former mounts 70 guns, with up¬ 
wards of 700 men. The Brig is a very fine French corvette of 20 guns. 
There were in the harbour two brigs carrying 14 & 18 guns & one ship of 28; 
these sailed out to meet them. Admiral Guise who was lying at anchor in 
the outer roads, when they were first discovered slipped his cable & sailed 
out to meet them with three vessels, his own frigate carrying 50 guns, a ship 
filled up with lumber, her guns stowed in her hold, & a brig with 6 guns. He 
fell to leeward & could not reach the Spanish squadron, but hove to for them 
to go down to him, which they declined doing though with such an immense 
superiority of force. They are all quietly anchored under the guns of the 
forts & make no effort to attack Guise though he is in sight of them every 
day. They have attempted to shelter their conduct under the absurd pre¬ 
tence, that on the day they entered, they took the United States for an 
enemy’s frigate, & treated the Commodore merely in an official visit of 
ceremony. He however repulsed this treatment very properly, and if they 
do not retract their assertions, is resolved to make their conduct very widely 
known by publishing a little chart of the harbour, with the positions of all 
the vessels laid down. 

The arrival of these Ships produced the most extravagant joy at Callao 
where the adherents of the Spaniards are now all collected under the pro¬ 
tection of the Castles. The most unmanly boasting followed, in language 
unequalled for its scurrility & obscenity, as you will see by the inclosed 
gazettes, written by a Spaniard named Ricco, who is a particular favorite 
of the Spanish government & holds several employments under them. An 
allusion is made in one of the papers to the accusation against the Frigate 
United States. I have been assured that in the drunken orgies which took 
place, it was openly proposed to use the knife at once against all English & 
Americans, though it dwindled to a petition to General Rodil to banish them 
from the country, which he would probably treat with the same contempt 
he has previous propositions of the same nature. 
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when the advance was at Huamanga & the headquarters at Huancayo near 
Jauja. This delay inspire* a goc*! deal of uneasimMts, & there is no immedi¬ 
ate prostHTt of the cKTUjKition of this city by the ratriot force*. Persons 
who have ct)nie from the headtjuarters of the jjatriot army any, that they 
have no esfKTiations of terminating the war this camiKiign, iic that the rise 
of the rivers prevent* any decisive nitn^nnents till the next campaign. If 
the Siwniurds will again l»e able to asscrnhle a re«|xs table force, & the war 
may l>e pndongetl indehnitely. *rhe wluile country, t'i: thin j«rt of it more 
esfiecially i« daily exhausting verging towards the extreme of snisery. . . . 

I sww two clay* since for the lirsl time the 'rruxillo gaitette td the i ith erf 
June last, containing a ini»er.»ble liliel against me. which daubtlew* will Ire 
publi»hc<l throughout the I'nited States. 'I'he charge intended to Ire in- 
»tnuated, that I received a certain vessel as a reward for my semiify tcj the 
Spaniards, allude* to the Hrig Frnink, whic h I jiurc hased in «»njunrlion with 
Nixern & Met’all. an Aineritran house here, of her owner fapiuin Iturrccwe* 
who returned home in the Fmnklin. Come. Stewart was act|tiainted with 
the whole transaction ie he I trust will have ohtainecl and printed ( apt. Ii*» 
depositkm. I consider my cluty to the government a* well as to my»elf 
retjuire* this explanatictn. 

'rhe Frigate Uniled Ftntes, the Hriiidt Shifr Camltridie are in the rtradii 
of Callao. The Sfwnish stjuadrun of five s»ail are artchored in the inner 
harbour. Admiral tiuise is outside the islanci of Si Lorenacr with a frigate 
& two smaller vwncels, anct eight mcil of American <& nearly the same numiter 
of KnglWt, merchant vessels arc in the outer roads. 

I have the honor (etc.). 
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WiUhm J’udor, UnUtd Stak% Consul at Lima, to John Quincy Adams, Sec¬ 
tary of State of the Vnit^ States * 

Lima, SeF^mher sy, 1824, 

Sir: Since my last letter of the I 8 th Inst.* we have had very imp<»rtant 
new* from the armies. A bulletin of the 27ih ullo. contains an account of 
various minor successes, in the capture of small j>arties of the S|Mni*h troops, 
arms, ammunition &c. It state* the spirit of the Sfianish army to I>e en¬ 
tirely broken & it* rank* axluced by desertion to astKj or at mo«i jtxx> men. 
Their retreat i* made with such rapidity in the direction of Curco, that they 
think the campaign will tie terminated without another battle. (Jenera! 
Bolivar wa» the abth of August at Huamanga, & the whede army moving 
forward with m much expedition a* pc^Mble. 'rhi* fuiper speaks with the 

* MS. Cmmthr l.«ttm, Um*. 1. * S« «bav«. trt. si. doc. o6lt. 
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utmost confidence of “the fate of Peru being fixed’’ and that the “war will 
irrevocably be ter minated this year.” 

Other accounts confirm this important intelligence. An intercepted letter 
of General C anterac to General Rodil, after the battle of the 6th August 
speaks in such terms of the consequences of that affair & the state of his 
army, as fully corroborates all the assertions of the bulletin. An American 
ship arrived yesterday from Quilca, & letters by her from Arequipa say that 
the Viceroy had abandoned Cuzco, which has no doubt been entered by the 
Patriot army before this date, to retire to a mountainous position about 30 
leagues distant; that a considerable part of the army under Valdez had passed 
over to Gen. Olafieta, and that at Arequipa they were preparing to embark 
their property & persona. 

From these accounts it would seem that the War must be finished without 
further bloodshed, a most fortunate & unexpected result. The Viceroy will 
probably be induced in this desperate state of affairs, when a further contest 
must be unavailing, to enter into a capitulation, in which case, the Castles 
of Callao would be included in the condition and the Spanish authority 
would be wholly extinguished, which would save a great deal of useless 
devaiitation & suffering to this district. 

We have reports that troops have arrived from Panama at Huacho, & that 
they will enter this city in a week. The movements of the Spanish garrison 
seem to render this probable. They retired from the City entirely yesterday, 
& previously disbanded the military guard—a small party of cavalry re¬ 
entered it today, & their troops are making various movements on the roads 
to the South & West. Today a quantity of flour coming up from Callao, 
was ordered back by General Ramirez, who said that no more should be 
allowed to enter Lima. 

The squadron in the port with the two American prize vessels fitted to 
carry troops, are preparing for some expedition. Two objects are supposed, 
one to take down a body of men to make an attack on Guayaquil, the other, 
that they are going up to the Intermedios to bring away the troops that may 
escape to the coast. As the garrison does not consist of more than 1500 
men, hardly sufficient for the defence of the castles, it would seem that they 
could not spare force enough for any expedition, & especially as it asserted 
that 700 men marched up towards Chilca yesterday. It seems more prob¬ 
able therefore that the expedition is bound to the Intermedios. The Eng¬ 
lish marines are to remain in the City another week. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, to John Quincy Adams, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Lima, October 17,1824. 

Sir: Since my last despatch^ we have had no authentic intelligence from 
the armies, & as more than six weeks have elapsed from the date of the last 
official statement, this long interval produces anxiety. According to ac¬ 
counts that are put in circulation from Spanish sources, the forces still 
remaining with Canterac, Valdez & Carrotela, would if united be about 
equal in number to the army of General Bolivar, though with a character 
very much depressed by recent reverses, & the troops being chiefly composed 
of Indians & negroes can not be relied upon. The season for active operB--* 
tions will be terminated in about a month by the annual floods of the rivers. 
An apprehension therefore is entertained that the war may be prolonged 
another year. 

A report has been circulated that the Viceroy had requested an armistice 
of Bolivar; if we may rely on the decisive tone of the last despatches from 
him, it may be presumed that he will not consent to an armistice except a.s 
preliminary to a capitulation. In the mean time the hopes of a speedy 
occupation of this City by the patriots have vanished. The report of th€ 
troops from Panama having arrived at Huanchaco [Huacho?] was unfounded ; 
the transports to take them were not to sail from Guayaquil till the end of 
September, & their arrival here cannot be expected in less than three months, 
during which time this district must remain as it is, except the gradual 
increase of misery which every day produces. The whole number of troops 
at Huacho, Truxillo &c. does not exceed 1500 men, composed of recruitis, 
invalids, & various little detachments left behind by the main army. This 
force is not sufficient to dispute the possession of Lima with the Spaniards, 
& if they advance with a less force than 3000 men, which will be necessary 
for the investment of Callao, it would only increase the misfortunes of the 
capital without any benefit to the patriot cause. The patriots now hold the 
valley back & the coast on both sides to within 5 or 6 leagues of the city, & 
their Montonera traverse all the roads except that to Callao, & prevent 
provisions from being brought to market. The Montonera have entered the 
City several times of late in the middle of the day, and without committing 
so many acts of violence as formerly. One night last week they carried off 
between 3 & 400 horses, mules & oxen, belonging to the garrison of Callao, 
from some fields not more than a league distant from the Castles. 'The 
Spanish garrison of Lima which evacuated it about three weeks [ago?], & 
has since been stationed at the Church of the Legera half way to Callac 

^ MS. Consular Letters, Lima, 1 . 

® See above, pt. xi, doc. 969, under date September 27, 1824. 
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retains that position, and from time to time sends a detachment into the 
City for a few hours. The English marines belonging to the Cambridge 84, 
which have been quartered here nearly two months, returned to the ship 
this week, as she is about sailing. It is said a party from the Tartar frigate 
are to replace them. Their presence has greatly contributed to the quiet 
of the City. 

Admiral Guise after an absence of some time reappeared before the port, 
on the 6th inst. having with him five small vessels, besides his own frigate 
the Prueba, On the 8th the Spanish squadron consisting of the Asia 
mounting 74, the brig Achilles 20, The Ship Ica (formerly Esther of Boston) 
28 & the Brigs Pezuela & Constante of 16 each went out to meet him. The 
British & American ships also got under way to witness the combat. The 
fog however prevented the operations from being distinctly seen. Guise 
himself behaved with great courage & skill, his small vessels as badly as 
possible. The Spanish squadron maneuvered with regularity, & the escape 
of Guise, having the Asia^ Achilles & Ica all upon him at once, was consid¬ 
ered wonderful. Nothing could have saved his whole squadron from capture 
by such an overwhelming superiority of force but that ‘Tulness of precau¬ 
tion’* on the part of the Commander of the Asia, which was satirically 
ascribed to him in the Spanish official account of his arrival, I inclose his 
report of the action with a few other papers. It is correct except in the 
assertion of the serious injuries received by the Prueba, which however was 
the impression of the officers on board the neutral ships of war. 

The Spanish squadron with three transports in addition are daiy expected 
to sail to make another attack on the Peruvian squadron which returned to 
the entrance of the port a week ago without having received any serious 
injury in the engagement; if they can get clear from the squadron of Guise, 
they will it is presumed go to some port of the Intermedios though their 
destination is not known. Captain Maling in the Cambridge the senior 
English officer on this station, means to follow them; he believes them to be 
bound for Quilca, and wrote me the day before yesterday that he felt more 
convinced of this, as an embargo had been laid on all the vessels at Quilca. 

There are two Colombian Corvettes at Guayaquil, & the Chilians have two 
frigates & a sloop of war at Valparaiso; the latter are expected here, but 
their movements are so dilatory & feeble that no dependence can be placed 
upon them. The Asia has been now five months in this sea, & they are not 
yet equipped; & when they arrive the jealousies about rank & command 
between the respective commanders, will perhaps render them inactive. 
From these circumstances it will appear that supposing only the ordinary 
vicissitudes of war to happen, the result by sea as well as on land seems ex¬ 
tremely uncertain; and though there can be no doubt what will be the ter¬ 
mination of this struggle, still that the war may be prolonged for a consider¬ 
able period. 
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The revolt in the C'aitleii of t'lilbo, which giive the* Spariuircts 
of IJmn in February miiy Im to have lM?en known in Spain in 

the mciiuh of June, It will doybtlr^w iiwpire exlriivagani ex|M^:laiion» in 
the infatuatcnl, olmtinate i ourt of Macfrtcl, & they ttuy make great efforts 
to mntl out Euccour« to IVru. Shoukt they irt grlting out tmly three 

Frigiitrs to thiii mm they will have a iltTitltnl pre|ioricfrrarirr, ik unlt!:» llie 
U, S. & the Fngliiih gciverninents auihoriite their aniiiiiantler^ to rtuike a 
pemitive interference, they will m^*p all the mrrrlurU from the 

a^iiit, to ^up|>ly tho#e public and fnivale w*aiilii for whkrb this smfx'iveriihed 
rounlry mn no longer provide; and while the Hpiiru^h ro-minandern fill ihtrir 
fKKketi, they will tell nrutrab to liMik to S|ifedfi for retina, If Aditiiral 
C Juine dcMfs not cripple the Sfmniiili «|ti4dr«n. whirls h hardly to tse 
with the gmit inferiority id hii^ force they will l>r able to injure m cmien^VTly 
even if no retnfom*fnenl» ^hotihl c«mir from SjMin. If C*riirr*il Bolivar 
should surtwl in riinquering I Vru this C4im|iaign ^ gri «d 1 alkci, 

they will retire Ui (liilm* ik fnirn thrtm^ rnmr agaiiisl. rirtilra} ciininiercr. 

It m to Im* ri^grettol that we ha%"e not a Ship of itir line iimi another 
of war on thi» sialton in addition to mt |)rrpeiil fcirr’e, llir thrt^ ve«b 
we have here are inadoiuair fu the »rrvsrr that m r«|inrc«l tif them. An 
instance of it hm tMTurri'tl within the la^l two chiys. Adiiisral C^ui^ fia* 
tum^l awiiy from Ameriran ^ iir*Ier«l them to Hiuctio. Ckmir. 

Hull hai no vcf^rl l«i urml after itiein m llir Iktifihm b at Valfwraiw & itie 
Pm^^mk at the Iriterrm^licM, (while anc«ilirr ^lt«ip of war m wafit«l to watch 
C*hilc»e and one to prcuerl our ciimmrrrr at (iyayaf|tiil & km viciniiy). Th» 
rcinduct of Admiral C»«i«* is unreaiiofiatilr, tieraiw it i* alwurd lo say lhal 
he htoc^bides the jmrt, when he sp leaving it half ihr lime, and while there m 
a lyjwitir forte within sitle. Besides ihr rnlry of llie^ vr^ln wiiuM do 
hi^ caute no injury; they would kfid fioihing but pr«ivisimi», with lhr»r the 
raalles are sitx’kwl for a year, ik ifiry are only waiilwl by the |>atrk.il 
tion of Lifna where srarrily ik sufferifig iiirreaie every day. 

Since my Imt Irltrr the Ship hm Iw^n finally ctintkrfnned, 

that vemd & the Brig X^my wh«j« rair I have prevkmtly sUilrtl, are 
out m tran»{Kirts to arrcimimny ihr Hjxifiish wjuadroic I'he fair of tlir^r 
vewrii has rxrsii^j feelings, which itkni?i-t to ifir natural inclination of our 
officers to the Batrkil ray«?* and the ofsrfi clrchiralions by the Sffeiniartk of 
hatred towards ali forrigners 14: a hardly ronrrak*fl dtTsiiT of v^ngeanrr 
against them have tend«t lo aggravate. Cbnir. Hull M ISenenil RtMiil arc 
cm the worml tmiui; die former has rrrlaiiily mmw n^aacm cm Ids side, & the 
taller the of insullifig Idrii with f^t^fiieluad threats and other 

trrilalkint. My own ini€»fr«iur»e with the g«ivrnimrrii in alim»t at an rnci 
I have the (tcnrraf but twice thetr thri^ niofilhs, then we met liy 
acddenl cm the ntoir. Tfie last liriie had a long c^mveri^ilkin, I toyched 
Ufxm iome of the subjiTl^ of dtiagreemefil that exbted a» to the Crwel#. 
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I observed to him that I had more than once expressed my opinion very 
frankly in regard to them, but as I was not recognized, I was spared the task 
of disagreeable discussion. I alluded to the singular communication I had 
received from him some time before on the subject of religion, a copy of 
which with my reply in duplicate has been forwarded.^ He laughed, & 
said, that he had nothing to do with those matters, that he had communicated 
the Count de Villar de Fuente’s letter to those who represented foreign 
nations here, as being the only step he could take in regard to it. I spoke to 
him on the subject of giving a passport to Captain Sumner of the Nancy, 
who was threatened with detention owing to the existing irritation, & it was 
given to him a day or two after. . . . 

October xgth. Yesterday the Montonera had the boldness to take posses¬ 
sion of the Callao gate of this city for some time & carry off several market 
people from the road. This induced the General himself, with his principal 
officers to go after them with about 300 men. We could see them from the 
houses engaged in the pursuit. The consequence was their killing between 
50 & 100 of the Montonera & taking upwards of 90 horses & mules saddled. 
Their own loss they say was confined to 4 or 5 wounded. The troops after¬ 
wards passed thro' the city & returned to Callao. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


971 

John jB. Prevost, Special Agent of the United States to Peru, Buenos Aires and 
Chile, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Chancay, November p, 1824. 

Sir: After remaining a few Days in the Bay of Callao, I retired to this 
Place in order to wait the Entrance of the Patriots into the Capital. This 
Event has been retarded by the Non-arrival of Munitions of War, that ought 
to have been here some weeks since and which only reached this two Days 
ago. In the next week possession will be taken under the immediate aus¬ 
pices of Bolivar. 

After one of the most extraordinary Campaigns recorded in History it be¬ 
came necessary to give the Army some repose and the General availing him¬ 
self of the moment came past two hundred leagues in order to quicken the 
operations against the Castles of Callao. The main body of the Patriot 
Force is encamped upon the Banks of the Apurimac 170 leagues S. E. of Lima 
and that of the Spaniards on the Heights of Callao [?] about 30 leagues South 
of Cuzco. Canterac has been superseded and La Serna commands in Person 
aided by Valdez who has been compelled to retire from the neighborhood of 
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PotcMi, Sucre who ctimfuaiicls in the iittience of liotiviir is tiivettccl willi 
authority to to i'uxco froin which he in iti leagues, whenew 

he shall jtnlge |irti}>er to crtMi the Apurimac. 

There h no ciouhi tif the adtieikm of tlhifleta to the rau»€? of Inile|>eiitleiice 
iirui (d tiin Ifitetuttin to aKJ|x*r*ite m mM%n m a ttMimuifiiration can lie etlab- 
hsheti Unwet**!! them, unfortunately Im l>»p44lrhe» hilherio have teen 
irUercr|iml by C'antenir and their aintenin ronceaiot 
T 1 'ie Tihi ^ulet-l from i'alhio fifteen I htyi »inre with atMiiii 150 Tnmim m 
temiti, her de?4tirU4tif»« unknown, but from the romw jiiirmiit^l for several 
Days, it h ^M|1|k*?k*c! titie h*4» gone to one of the Inierfimliatr 

Bolivar has lately rrrrivtsi a nitwt Ihilirring Iriviliiiioii from the Ckiwrn* 
ment of Mexico to go thither and iwuiiir the Ckiiiiiiyiitd with itiiy inmm he 
may mk. He net'emirily ha» liern obligist to «li?c1ine, hut firtiini^s hit mfv« 
ices mi soon m he shall have efnanrifialefl IVrii afi«l given It* her m fair and 
general repfewinatitin. 

In (*oiihrmali<m «if what I have of ten writirn wdiinml noiirr 1 ran nw 
add a late ccimnuiniralion from tlir Abti/'’ iHipradi, in whirh hr 4iilvi« the 
lat^eraltir of ifir Inirigtiw rxsslirig ihrougfioui Ariirrica. Hr ateiiiddi that 
hVance will rna risk a Wair at this fiitimrni. 

With every* SrritimefU }etc.|, 


^172 

irillww Tudm^ l SM0% Cammi al ijim^ fti Mkm Quirny Adorns, Aer#- 

ii$ry e/ ef flit? ® 

|fcSf» 4 «. il 

l.WA, Nmemhrr 11, iii 4 . 

Wr have had il! kirk in our affairs here with itir %»fikrcb« thin hiii li'i^ in 
the ra.»r rd the rapiyrt^ {Mrily owing to arriclnit. llir aniriicwly of the 
Sjiiinisfi C'liirfs w'hicli iiowevrr it may te vrilwl in miriir rwisrs with courtesy 
no doubi t\hu^ wiih siiffirieni remwti by our reftigriiikMi cif the incle|M?ficb 
eiire of the C ‘utonirs, the inrviiabte ciin^irtiyrnre# which have fiillowctl that 
greml leading s!r}»» The irritmibn on iheir part hm ticwi inrrratrd by the 
dericte! part our ymirig ofiireri lake willi the {Mtrioln, thcfir ynctiifuisecl ill 
will to the SfianiardB, Ariel lastly it bas te^n owing tci the iiiade«|inite force 
we hive fc*r itir proireikm of our romntrfrr in lbr«* very mlical liiw#, & 
tsmrticutarly ^irire the arri%"ml of the Asm tiai m eiilmrgecl ihrir miiriliitie 
power. 

I have in former kflers dem^ritml ihe nilyalion cif thia unfortunate dly. 
fhi the 1^1 inst a fMirbt force erilered it, anfiouncecl that a te^ly of their 
^ MS. Contukr loniwii* L 
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troops had crossed below, for the purpose of investing Callao, & that they 
had come to take permanent possession. This long expected event pro¬ 
duced the most extravagant demonstrations of joy, & the people gave them¬ 
selves up to a delight which seemed to be universal. This pleasure lasted but 
three hours, for at the end of that time, it was announced that the patriots 
were totally defeated, as was fully shewn by their most disorderly flight 
through the city. They were attacked by the Spaniards on the road to 
Callao, & almost instantly routed. In fact less than 200 Spanish troops by 
their superior discipline & conduct,in a very few minutes put to flight a body 
of 800 men. This sudden, unexpected disaster threw the inhabitants of 
Lima into the greatest consternation, many fled, & the rest have been since 
filled with terror. 

A few days after this unfortunate affair, we heard that General Bolivar, 
finding that the rainy season & the rise of the rivers would suspend his opera¬ 
tions in Upper Peru, placed his army in quarters on the Apurimac at Anda- 
hucilas, & came down to superintend the occupation of the capital. He 
brought a few cavalry with him, & has received other reinforcements, and is 
now expected to lead in the Patriot forces himself within a week, consisting 
of about 2500 men. 

It is quite uncertain where the Spanish squadron has gone. The English 
commanders think, to windward, it seems to me, however, that the most 
important object to them is to intercept the reinforcements on their way 
from Panama. Two more Spanish Frigates are said to have arrived at 
Chiloe. Admiral Guise is at Simanco repairing. The Chile squadron was 
destined to sail this month, but their movements are extremely dilatory. 

It now appears that the war must last at least another campaign. The 
prospect is unquestionably favorable to the patriots, but those who are in the 
habit of scrutinizing most severely those opinions that accord with their 
wishes, may see that the fate of this country is yet dependent on the events of 
war & its vicissitudes may yet render it dubious for a considerable period. 
Under present circumstances I must repeat my belief with additional convic¬ 
tion that our interests on this ocean require an increase of naval force. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


973 

William Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, to John Quincy Adams, Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States ‘ 

Lima, December 7 , 1824. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that General Bolivar entered this 
city today accompanied with no other troops than a corps of cavalry, the 

^ MS. Consular Letters, Lima, 1. 
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infantry & artillery util! being without the oipita!. He went cmi m the Callao 
rcmd for the purpc^ of reamnoitering. It ii not yet ilechlefl if lie will 
remain in lama* or wait for the troo|m from l^anarna* before he inwmu the 
C astlei* whitii cannot get here for ^♦venil diiys fsirj, Ko oflirkl acTiHini 
hai yet lieen rwived of the action l^etween CienermI Sucre ^ Valilei* Imt no 
doubt» are entertnitmi of the defeat of the latter with the lti« of two miire 
liattalionM, and great deM^rtion of hh force. 'Che tliilian ^ Feruvkri 
ronii are ^upinaet! to haw ft-irmed a junction to laewarti* and are e^gwiwl 
rnmn to blo€.kiiiie Callao. All the circumstances of the day lead to ilir 
taticm that this dmdating war must mum lie lerroinatcc} in the rotfiplete 
triumfih of the Patriots. 

The Knglish C*cm«ul Mr, Rowrroft died today of woiiiiili rwriv^i last 
evening from an advanced guard of the |iairif»l Mufiiiifirra* alMiui two 
mtlem from the rtly. Hr mm rrturning in his airrkgr with his itaughler, 
wearing a military uniform, as he has liern arcuslonictl in do lairly from 
having formerly romriiamlrrl a regiment of volunlrer cavalry in lemittin. 
His ai^rvanl on horsebick. hearing the rhallriige of the wfiiliiirk., ii tmng 
lifter dark, they could not la* mm* inforfiml liw masirr, w^hii gm mil «4 hi# 
carriagt? rmnmtecl the horm^ of the m^rvmti Sc riKlr ntn the «rriagr fiilkiwin|. 
Several sliols wert* he still rntiiiiniid tiis rmirw* when ^rvcfal l^lb 

reacfml him at ciiirr-.«air going ihro* ihr netrk of llic^ hnrw, ime {M«fig 

thro* hii hand, amj iinoilier entering his side. He itirii iiirnrtl aticail* hr 
was pul into the carriage they pnre«kd Iwrk t« C^altao, where he dim! t4 
the latter wound this morning. However much ihit urifmiinalr rvrtii k 
to Iw regretted for fnmmdf and other* it in only justice ici stale, that no erne 
attaches any blame, to the irntinrb* who thoughl tl wii# a fMriy c4 the 
Spanish troof» acHvmcing & the noite made by the carrkige they i«cA for 
that of artillery mcnving. 

Judge I^revmt m rK|m:t«l here lomorfow. 

I have the honor jetc.j. 


974 

WlWiaw 7Wer, l^niled Sktim Cm%mi mi Limi^, la J&hn Qmn€^ Astams, 
tory n/ SMM a/ ih^ IJmied ® 

Lima, /IrrrwArr iHi 4 , 

Sit: I have the honor to offer my rcirclial rcingralaktkms cm ibr great 
& mmt imfK>rtarit victory of Cluamangifla* of which the detaSli will tir car* 
tied l»y l.l, Ckmptsell who is desfialcht^t via Panama for llib piif|M«. Thtt 
memorable bailie nec^ured in cme day the inckpcncknce of Peru* & icrruinated 

* AIS. Coftiukr I, 
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the Spanish empire in America; and as this country was the last on this 
continent in which Spain maintained a struggle, the world may now hope 
that the South American republics will be recognized by every civilized 
state, peace restored to the world, and the cause of freedom & national 
improvement obtain a lasting triumph. 

As soon as the Liberator entered this city, I addressed myself to the 
Minister of Foreign Relations, and have received the exequatur of General 
Bolivar, to my Commission as Consul of the U. S. for Peru; and I shall now 
be able to enter more regularly into the business of my office. Our commerce 
has been almost wholly interrupted by circumstances of the war, & the diffi¬ 
culties that arose with the Spanish General, for several weeks past, but as 
we may presume that the Castles will be surrendered the next week accord¬ 
ing to the terms of the capitulation, the vessels will return from Chorillos 
to Callao, & trade assume its usual course. 

Hitherto in the absence of other agents I have endeavoured to communi¬ 
cate from time to time to the department such intelligence as I could obtain 
of passing events. The arrival of Judge Prevost in this city to be near the 
government will render such correspondence on my part superfluous; and I 
have only to offer my congratulations that information from this capital in 
future will be communicated with so much more ability. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


975 

John jB. Prevost^ Special Agent of the United States to Peru, Buenos Aires and 
Chile, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Lima, December 22, 1824, 

Sir: On the 9th inst the Spanish Army under the immediate command 
of the Vice King made its last effort in an attack upon Genl. Sucre at 
Guamanguilla. The result has been fatal to them, they were unable to 
resist Colombian Valor and all, all are now Prisoners of War. Stipulations 
have since been entered into for their embarkation upon the Surrender of 
the Castles. Thus Sir has the Genius of this wonderful man triumphed and 
Peru disenthralled may claim her recognition in common with her Sister 
States. 

The precipitancy of Capt. Maling prevents my sending the official docu¬ 
ments, but I have seen all as well as the two officers sent by Canterac to 
communicate the Intelligence to Rodil. They are now on their way thither 
and the result will be known in the Course of the Day. 

With ereat respect [etc.]. 
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William Tudor, Vuiltd Stales Consul at Lima, to John Quimy Adamt. Seere. 
iary of Slate of the United Slates * 

(»XtSA<.t| 

Lima, January h, 

The results of the Imttle of Ayacucho will soon I* mmplrie I hr 4 »a & 
the squatlron with pjirt of the Spjinish oftirer* haw Kiihsl fnim ymSta fo«r 
Manilla, tfthers are taking {mssage in ntwhani wMeb far Lortif* t om- 
eral Radii yet olwtinately resists surrentleririg the ra.»!Je» «4 C lint his 

situation grows more artliious & dangerous every nioiiwnt 1 line ran J* m* 
doubt that tht»e fortresses will sjrmlily tw obuiinerl. rilher t«y !»ing taken by 
assault as soon as the I’anarna lr«s»|>8 arrive from t iuayatiuil, whic h«anmii t*e 
delayetl more than a fortnight, by a mutiny t»f the garrisw*. m by the wctei 
embarcation ^5: flights of the (ieiieral & his adherents. <»rte of the twn k»f 
may be daily exi>ecte«l. Ttxlay the m*«»nd t'a|»lain of the fK«t »»th hw 
gunlxjats & 73 men, arrival at t horilhw, having «l4?*rrte»l last ntghi .\oih- 
ing but the mt»t extreme vigilance & wwriiy, fnewnt* the garrtwn from 
taking the same antrse; and front one moment tc» another, a revtJutmn in 
the castles may Is? exjtectctl. This will t»e the ftnisfiing str«»kr to the Idurra* 
tion of I’eru. 

1 have the honor (etc.l. 


977 

John B, Prtmsl, Sffecial Agent of the United Slates to Peru. Bumos Asmt aid 
Chile, to John Quiney Adams, Seeretary of State of Ike Ummd Slates * 

l4MA. Jmmmiry s». tSst- 

Sir: 'I'he Brig Nereus went to the Wand of &ui Ia»reojm in order to take in 
Ballast and Saiktl from thence without affording me an cit»(R*rtMn»iy i« mm- 
municate such events as have otxurr^i since the Splendkf vitimry t 4 Aya¬ 
cucho. 

I,a Serna and V'aldcz with many others immwikiely ujwai their Surrender 
were permitted to procetsl to Quilca, where they embarkeri ten I ky* ago; the 
two former in a hrench vetwel Ismod to Bordeaux, iheoihen in the 4 jw and 
Achilles Ixmnd to Manilla. The (lenls. Lanterac, tiarck. I'amlM. aiwl 
Viltaloboe accompanietl Sucre to Cu:»o, and Monet oune hither in search of 
his wife and Children, Ve^ls are pre^ring and they will all lir eml*iirke»l 
for Spain, notwithstanding the rrfusal of Rodil to abanthm the Ca»llc», and 
this the only motive with Sucre for entering into SiifHilatkwi* of any kkd 
with them. 

' MS. Caniwkf lautw*, Uma, I. 


• MS. J. H fyewmi. 
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The main body of the Army under the comand of its distinguished 
Leader entered Cuzco on the 30th Ulto. and the Division which left Gua- 
manga on the same Day for the Coast under Genl Lara must have reached 
Arequipa on the Second instant. 

The Libertador as soon as he shall have divested himself of his dictatorial 
powers, proposes to visit the South in order to secure an entire acquiescence 
on the part of Olaheta in the System of Government adopted by the Con¬ 
stitution of the last Year. A demand of the Kind has been made by Sucre, 
but a sufficient time has not elapsed to furnish a result. My Impressions are 
that it will be favorable, he is however a Spaniard, a Bigot of the Inquisition 
and little reliance ought to be placed in his professions until he shall have dis¬ 
banded his Followers and retired to private life. His position at the time of 
the surrender of the Empire, was in the neighborhood of Potosi and his Force 
estimated at 3000 men including a considerable body of Patriots under Lanza 
a celebrated Montonera Chief, who had united with him against Valdez the 
then common Enemy. 

The Blockade was commenced some Days since by Blanco the Admiral of 
the Chile[an] Squadron and will be continued by him, until he shall be re¬ 
lieved by Guise who is now on his way from Guayaquil. Two or three 
Regiments of Colombian Veterans accompany Guise and when they shall 
arrive Genl. Salom will be enabled to compleat the Investment of the Castles 
by Land. Rodil has been active in gathering provisions in order to prolong 
the defence, but I am inclined to believe without avail, in as much as his 
Troops are not sufficient in number to man the works throughout, and cer¬ 
tainly are not addicted to the Spanish Cause. 

The general Congress of Deputies from the several Provinces of Spanish 
America including Mexico, referred to in mine of the 15th of November 
1822,^ will take place at the Isthmus under the immediate auspices of Boli¬ 
var sometime in the ensuing Summer—a meeting from which the most im¬ 
portant results,must proceed: Results in which the U. States are most 
deeply interested and I regret that the silence maintained by the Depart¬ 
ment on this head does not allow me to express the concurrence of the Presi¬ 
dent, so as to give effect to the Invitation at one time contemplated. 

The General has lately received an extraordinary letter from one of the 
Ministers of France of a late date, proposing an immediate recognition on the 
part of that Power, should he consent to the Establishment of a Monarchical 
System throughout America. He has transmitted the original to Genl. 
Santander without other notice; spurning alike the proposal and its authors. 

I have asked of Capt. Hull a passage in the Dolphin as far as Quilca in 
order to proceed from thence to Arequipa and Cuzco. It appeared to me 
that it might be interesting to our Government to have some view of the 
Interior and of its commerce and this I shall hope to offer in my next to bear 
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date from the decayed Capita! of the Incas. The Fall of the Castles, shoe 
it take place as I anticijtate during my at«icnce. will !«• conunuriicatix! by n 
Son at my retjuest. 

I have not yet received an answer from Bs. Ays. and cannot as I h.id hop 
accompany my tlraft of this Day with the amiutii ret|ucstefl «d me by t 
Department, I have waitetl until my means are alwcdutely cxhaustctl ai 
must now subject myself to the painful hazard of a protest. 

With every Sentiment (etc.). 


978 

Slanhepe Prewst k> John Quincy Adams, .SVrrrfury uf Sfa!t uj (he f ‘ntied Stale 

I.IMA, Jantitify »'y. iSj^. 

Sir: My Father on his departure from this Place for I'uzto rr«pir«i«'d f 
to Communicate to the Depjirtment any int}K>rt.int ts currentc that Mig 
take place during his alrscncc. 

The Liberator has n*reiv«l desfxitches of the 3t»t ultti from Sucir a 
nouncing the unqualifiwl Submission t»f (#enl. Dladrta lt» hj» <»r«lcrs Tti 
with the Exception of the Castle of (“allao the whole t>( Pern is n««w rid 
its oppressors. 

Should the olrstinacy of Crenl. Rtxiil induce him lo h»»hl out as long a* 
has provisions the siege may Ik? protractinl two or three M«mih«. but ib 
are closely invesletl by land and Sea and we hourly aniicitiatr that Sen 
happy revolution will put them in {Kissensitm t>f the I*atriots. 

The Spanish Stjuadnin immetliately upon receiving the news of the l>al 
of Ayacucho sailed for Manilla. 

I have the honor (etc,). 


979 

WiUiam Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, lo John Quiney Adams, Sett 
ktry of Slate of the Unii^ States ’ 

Lima, February a$, iBa$. 

Sir: Since my last letter of the 8th ullo.,* 1 have been almeni frrrm ll 
city for several weeks in an excursion over the CoriUllera. Previtm* to r 
departure I appointed Stanhope Prevost, son of judge Prevost Vice Ctmi 
for Lima, and Alfred C*obb Vice Consul for Arica; and lx>th rd them ha 
received the exequatur of the Libertador. Mr, Cobb ha* recently sailnl ( 
his destination. Both these young men have rwided some lime in l 

‘ MS, J. E. 

^ MS, Coflsttkr laetiws, IJma, f. 

*Set above, pt, xt, doc. 97b, 
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ntry & speak the language of it fluently, and I trust will give satisfaction 
heir office. 

'here are no recent events of any magnitude to communicate. The 
issination of Monteagudo seems to have been an insulated crime uncon- 
ted with any conspiracy, and owing undoubtedly to the hatred which 
; felt for him by the people of Lima. 

'he Congress have wisely continued the political power in the hands of 
leral Bolivar for another year; which appears indispensable for the safety 
Peru. He is to leave Lima early next month for Cuzco, to pass several 
nths in Upper Peru. The administration in his absence is confided to 
leral La Mar, Mr. Carrion, & Mr. Unanue. La Mar is extremely popular, 
hear most justly so, & this choice of the Libertador is an excellent one. 
ieneral Olaneta, has at length openly declared himself, and issued a 
clamation in favour of the King of Spain. No anxiety is entertained 
11 this measure, but his overthrow is considered easy & certain. General 
dil still holds out and he has declared that he never would surrender, 
ere is a cannonading with the castles every night. The only vessel in 
harbour is the ship China condemned by the Spanish authorities, & 
Lch is now said to be fitting for sea, probably to carry off some of the 
igrants, who fled to Callao. The Port is blockaded by the Chilian 
gate O'Higgins & three sloops of war. Some provisions are introduced 
night in the canoes of the fishermen, but it is presumed the castles cannot 
d out more than three months longer, without the blockade is raised by 
laritime force. The last sortie made by the garrison was repulsed with a 
Lvy loss to the Spaniards, an official account of which will be found in the 
losed paper. The General leaves 3500 men, most of them very fine troops, 
the protection of Lima, & the siege of Callao. 

Phere were a few days since seventy sail of vessels at Chorillos, and there 
low tho' the number is diminished to between 50 & 60, a larger amount of 
inage than was ever before collected in any port on this side the Continent, 
reral of our vessels must unfortunately make very bad voyages, as the 
a cargoes arrived of flour cannot be sold for more than 2 or 3 dollars on 
ird. On the 22d inst the Libertador partook of a collation on board the 
S. Frigate; he selected the day himself as being Washington’s birthday, 
e Americans present took the opportunity to echo the voice of their 
intry, in the reception given to General La Fayette. General Bolivar 
erwards rose gave La Fayette as a toast, & made a very complimentary 
;ech. The Frigate United States & Peacock are at Chorillos. Judge 
ivost left this city for Cuzco about a month since. 

[ have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. Your letter of Augt. loth, covering my commission, as ratified by 
j Senate was received by me a few days since. 


in ii few clays, livrry rffcwi m iiuilr l»y llie i tnirfal km^p up ilir 
hifi ami lii hcikl cml l«i ifinti, wlii'fli fir tmmi frrl iia%ip i 

ulighl fmiiicliilicifi. llie Frriirli Afiiiiifa! rr«|iirpir*i lu 

With (km. RcMfif. whtrh was refui^i 

I havT in niher letters allyilwl in ftie Piiti|w-| »! ^ lit.« 

was written against me by ii firrmni i-rf itie nmnr ui },^|t«igi 

Cafuieciiaits & now a rtierrhanl in ifiis riiy, but wlu^ I 14 * rnriitly rn 
on a vbtl to the l^nitw! Stair#. I willi tm lliiii arrtiu 

well m for {mbltr motives the arrival of llir Fairiwi gr»%-rfitriiriit. to a4 
them the naitie of ihr authoiir, m tlir titw?l mm fiiilihmlictl by llmr im 
and pur|'iort«»<l to t>e at the governmeni iwwm I ,ii44frwffl wywll : 
Mmiiter on ihm the day afirr hi* ariivab but mt afwwrr wm ib 

under vmriaai preleno». VmM al Iasi finding itic biirllrr wm tm lii 

* MS. Cuttfiiar L 
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liome, I had a very earnest conversation with General Bolivar on this sub- 
iect, & he told me if I would write to the Minister, the name should be given 
me; the facts of the case and who was the authour, I mentioned to him, to 
shew I was not ignorant of them -but I wantetl his name to be given me in 
a regular manner, as it was my intention to give him an op{)ortunity before 
a court of law in his own country to prove his assertions or abide by the 
conaequencas. After three weeks' further effort in this business, it resulted 
in a negative answer by fob Perea, the former Perfect of Truxillo, The 
case of a government thus protecting a lilxdler, is singular. I have stated 
the whole busitieas to my frientl Mr. Webster, anti have sfKired no exertion, 
to bring Alatqj to justice, liectiuse the circumstances of this case are very 
{peculiar, & display a union of treachery, malignity, falsehtxxl, & meanness 
rarely to Ik; found. 

There are no recent authentic accounts from I'pfier Peru. 'Phe private 
accounts arc extremely contratlictory. Some cjf them represent Olalleta as 
having a considerable force, others that he himself has fled, his followers 
dispermi. 

1 have the honor (etc.). 

P. S. Admiral Guise is onlertnl back to Guayaquil to take his trial there — 
he i» mid to be in very bjid health. 


981 

William Tudor, United Slalex Consul al Lima, la Henry Clay, Secretary 0 / 

Stale of the Unikd States ’ 

iKXrSMTl 

Confidential. Lima, May 26 , 182 $- 

The last news of General Bolivar was his arrival at Quilca & dining on 
boanl the British ship Cambridge. He had journeyed by the coast & from 
that port goes to Aretjuipa. The night of his arrival a French Ship with a 
valuable cargo from Bordeaux having brought out (General Espartero a 
Spanish offiixT was seiaed, St this officer sent under a guard of soldiers to 
Arequipa. He sailed from this country a year since, with thc«i dispatches 
from the Viceroy, which painted their prospects, (not without some reason) 
to have such a flourishing aspect, that Peru was wholly theirs, Chile wouUl 
drop into their hands at the first touch, & that they should drive back 
Bolivar to Colombia, & t>e able to act in Concert with the Spanislt forces on 
the shores of the Atlantic, On receipt of these aojounts La Serna was made 

' MS. Consular Letters, Uma, 1. 
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Count of the Andes & all his officers promoted two days before the day 
Ayacucho. In less than a year the same officer returning with the favotJi^® 
of the Court for himself & others, finds the Spanish dominion irrevocat>l3^ 
driven from this Continent, & the Libertador in the very port of his arriv"3-l • 
One of the singular coincidences of the memorable events that have occurr^^ 
in the last year. 

The siege of Callao continues with no recent occurrence of inter^^"^* 
General Rodil has not 900 effective men, & the misery & dissatisfaction 
daily increasing in Callao, & the mortality is very considerable. How long* 
he may hold out is uncertain. His vigilance is incessant, & he exerts all t:h^ 
talents of an able commander to animate those about him, & keep up 
confidence of the troops. Most persons think he will hold out three or 
months longer, I am disposed to believe that he will capitulate next mon-tht ; 
as notwithstanding his pertinacity, & the especial personal hatred he tia.3 
shewn towards the Patriots, he must know by the entire defeat & death of 
Olaneta, by the state of Chiloe shewn in Gen. Quintarilla's letter, & by the 
certainty that no succours are coming from Spain, that his perseverance 
without a ray of hope, & if continued must involve him & all around him iri* 
certain destruction. 


982 

William Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 
State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Lima, June 4, 1825 ^ 

Sir: Since my last letter in which I inclosed copies of my recent corre¬ 
spondence with this government, no event of much importance has occurred. 
Gen. Rodil still holds out in the castles of Callao, but his situation becomes 
every day more critical, as the officers are growing more openly disaffected ; 
& he has lately shot one & has now three or four in close arrest: this dang^er 
is more imminent than even famine or the balls of the besiegers, I am still 
inclined to believe that he will surrender (or be surrendered) in the course of 
this month; but most persons calculating on his energy, vigilance a,nd 
pertinacity think he will hold out till August in the expectation of receiving 
orders or succour from Spain. 

There are some troubles at Pisco & Ica arising from some of the disbanded 
soldiers of the late Spanish army having formed a corps of banditti headed 
by one or two officers, & threatening to plunder those towns. Report 
makes their number amount to 2 or 300. It is said that the government 
^ MS. Consular Letters, Lima, I. 
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here have employed Col. Roukt, an officer retired from the service who 
cultivates an CHtaie near Ica, to command a small corps of cavalry & go 
against them. . , . 

The I.il>ertador was at the last accounts at Arequipa, from whence it is 
now said he will go to ('umi. 'fhe I’rovinces of Upper Peru, were to have 
a (“ongrew the 35th of last month in Potosi, and it is said they determine on 
forming a state t*qually inde}>endfru of Peru & Iluenos Ayres. (Jcneral 
Santa Uruz i* supixwcd to l>e instrumental in these transactions with the 
intention of l>eing made Presitlent. 'fhe presence of (len. Bolivar is neces¬ 
sary to the quiet of Peru, there are ttxi many symptoms to shew that it will 
be tom by factions the moment he leaves it. 

I have the honor (etc.). 


983 

WiUiam J'udttr, UnUM States Consul at Lima, (0 Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the UnUed States * 

(lUtrSACTl 


Lima, January 34, 1836, 

Sir; I arrived in this City y^terday after an alaience of several months & 
found it in the midst of rejoicings for the surrender of C'allao after 14 month* 
iti«^e & the death of great number* of wretched fugitive* who have penished 
of misery Sk despair within its Umits; the useloi* oms^uence of Spanish 
obstinacy. By this event the last hold of foreign tyranny on this continent 
is recovered for the safety of this republic. 

1 pray you to rKetve (etc.}. 


984 

WiUiam Tudar, UnUod States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the UnUM Stales ' 

Lima, PMruaty 33,1836, 

Sir: My last letter was forwarded via Panama to ojramunicate the intelli¬ 
gence of the surrender of Callao.* I have now the hmtor to inclose the re¬ 
ports of the VioB Consuls for this place & Arica for the six months ending 
with 1835. These do not give so many particulars as I could wish, but as the 
offic* affords no emolument, I cannot expect of them to employ the time & 
expent^ that would be nemsiary to make it more exact. During the time 
(MS. Ceostikr Lettm, Uma, I. 

* See abeve, pt. xt, cbc. 98^, under date Jsaoary H# >826. 
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that the vessels have laid at C'horiUm which has been since Kovr. 1834, t 
have allowed the Masters of vessels to retain their fjapers on Ixianl owing to 
their exposed situation: and because those peculiar inducements to an im- 
proper use of them against which the law was particularly direcletl did not 
exist here. 'I'he commerce lieing now restoret! to the Bay of C'aUao ! have 
required that they should l>e again defxmiteti with me. 

As it is generally tielieved, that an arrangement will be made Ixjtween 
Peru & Bolivia to cede the fxirt of Arica to the latter; and in this case it will 
no longer form part of the I’eruvian Consulate, I take the lilRTty should this 
event Ixj realized to recointnend that my Vire Consul Mr. Alfretl Cobh 
should receive the commisaUm of Consul for that port. Mr. Cobb is ««t«l»- 
lished in business at that place, & having resitled a few years in this anintry 
he speaks the language well: he is a y<tung man of firtnnes«& prudence. & has 
preserved the moral habits & principles in which he was brought up, & I fully 
iielieve the aptiointment would Ih* well l>estow«f, iS its duties dim harged to 
your satisfaction. I have no ttther motive in making this suggestion than 
the esteem I feel for Mr. Cobb's character. 

I also inclose copies of some corresixmdence with the Peruvian gtivernnient 
& with (ien. RchIU relative to the debts cntlits i>f the latter. Ftirlunatety 
the subject affects our citizens hut little. 'Phe only ot»e who has any claim 
against C»en. RtHiil.and in the last resort against his government is Mr T. R. 
Klretfge (ICIdritlge?! whose statement amHnjxinies the tlmuments. The 
house of Nixon, Macall & Co owed a small iKihmceon Custom House account, 
which the fxttriot government claim. As by the terms, 'tirlire ik paj$m 
debts': they mean, by the former all sums owing to Htxlil, which they claim a* 
theirs, & fxissivc debts are those owing by him, which the creditor must 
recover as he can. 

TrcKjps continue to l>e sent to leewanl, some to (Utayaquil, others to 
I’anama. A {»art of these are Peruvian trtxqm in exchange for Colomlnatis 
remaining here: a measure of {>o!icy not unlike that taken ««»me yearssiiiwof 
exchanging the Rnglish & Irish militia. It is one of the rurnourw drculatixl 
here, that a force will l)e sent from Colombia & Mexico to dtHlcKige the Span* 
iards from Culxi, who instead of iicknowletlging these rauntries St securing 
their friendship make use of that pmition to annoy them -a fwlicy tlial will 
inevitably deprive Sjuiin of the last of her cokmies. 

The Lil>ertatlor returnetl here a few tlays after the surremler of Callao, 
resides at lai Magdalena a country house a league from the city; into which 
he made a triumphal entrantre some days since. Acting as a mediator be¬ 
tween Peru & the new Republic, & preftaring measures for the resignation of 
his authority funiish hint with much occupjttion. The ('ongrew will a«;m- 
ble as soon as a constitutional number have arrived, which is not yet the case 
none of them from Cuzco having come down; and unfortunately a majorily 
of the whole are clergymen. 
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The hopes of Peru as well as the wishes of the Libertador were fixed on 
^Vlarshall La Mar to take the Presidency of the Republic. He is the only 
3 Lncii vidual who unites public opinion, and as far as my experience extends not 
^ dissentient would be found in the country. He is extremely beloved 
^ respected; but his constitution is not strong, & he is really in very ill health. 
I had recently a long & frank conversation with him, in which being exempt 
from all suspicion of flattery, I spoke to him of the state of public opinion & 
t:he feeling of all parties towards him: and tho’ perhaps not obliged to play 
t:he part of Curtius, yet his acceptance of the place, would prevent the open- 
ing* of that gulph which it might be feared faction would create if he retired, 
t think there is a little of nervous melancholy mixed with real illness & that 
he apprehends more dangers than I trust will happen. He told me he only 
Game here ( from Guayaquil where he left his family) to prove to the Liber- 
fador & to the government that his illness was not feigned, & that he was 
latterly incapable of taking the command. He has asked for leave of 
absence, & a hope is given of his return but I believe if he goes, he will not 
oome back. His repugnance to taking the command seems invincible, a 
subject of great regret to Gen. Bolivar, & to all Peru. 

I pray you to accept [etc.]. 


985 

W'ill'iciTn Tudorf United States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Confidential. Lima, February 28, 1826. 

The French government have no acknowledged agent here; but Admiral 
Rosamel previous to his departure from this ocean, made known to the gov¬ 
ernments of Chile & Peru an offer of the King of France to receive a certain 
number of youths, who should be taken to France, receive the best education 
•there, & be afterwards sent home entirely at the expence of the King; a 
iTieasure of policy very characteristic of that Court. The French officers 
hnve also circulated the report, that these countries would speedily be recog- 
ni2:ed by France; a language they have no doubt been instructed to hold. 

Since my last letter we have received the agreable intelligence of the sur¬ 
render of Chiloe, & its dependencies, an event that must have a salutary 
effect in Chile, & will probably expedite the assembling of a Congress, and a 
rniore regular organization of the affairs of that country. 

The surrender of Callao is a great relief to the affairs of Peru: not only in 
terminating the last scene of the war, & bringing back the commerce to Cal- 

^ MS. Consular Letters, Lima, L 
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lao, where the vessels lie secure, & the expence of landing & transporting 
goods is much diminished, but it also restores a number of fine estates to their 
owners & to cultivation, & protluces an immediate diminution of espen<». 
A part of the Colombian force their ranks completed by I’eruvian recruits, 
are returning to the Isthmus. The Protector frigate, & one or two other vm- 
sels of war are laid up in ordinary, & other measures taken of the mtm de¬ 
scription whidi will lessen their exjiencai. 


m 

WUliam Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the United States ‘ 

fBXntACT) 

Confidential. Lima, AprU g, sdstd. 

Sir: The Congrm assembled on the a8th of March, for the purpc»»e of 
organizing themselves. A spirit of op{X»ition to the administratimi was 
manifested in the first movements, 'rhe princijwil topic of di«cu««n was 
the verification of their elections, the time fk nuxle of taking the tiath &c. 
The returns of the elections had lieen given by the existing administration, 
to whom was confided the whole (xiwer of the State, to the Supreme Court 
to examine. Several persons who had l>een retumetl, were declarwl not 
entitled to their seats for various deficiencies of omstitutional qualifiration. 
The C’ongress 1 understand contended that they had the sole right to judge 
on all these fxiinta. Mr. I^rrea one of the "Council of government*'', is 
one of the members, & he with his friends were left on all question* in a 
minority of i8 or 20 in a house of Wi mcmlxir*. Thi» opfKsdtion wa* directed 
ostensibly against the "Council of government." 

Ceneral Bolivar disgusted with these proemlings which he considered a* 
aimed at him thro' his Ministers, on the '!*«*, publickly {kclaretl hi* inten¬ 
tion of immediately withdrawing from the country, di ordering all the 
Colombian troo{)8 to return home: & a smalt veMcl of war w» ordered to 
hold herself in rcadinew to take him & his suite on board. '1‘hi* nwnace 
produced a considerable effect on the public mind, a* every one can mot that 
in the present state of the country, such a measure would plunge it at once 
into a conflict of factions. Deputation* from the capital & other public 
bodies of the capital, & a committee of seven from the Congr«« ctmtaining a 
member from each department, waited upon him, to assure him of their 
unlimited gratitude & entire confidence & intreating him to remain. He 
yielded to their wishes. 

It is very difficult to get an accurate account of these prot^edings; part of 
‘ MS. Cofliular l.«tter«, Llttu, I. 
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the smions were private, there are no newspapers to discus® political topic®, 
& those person® who are liest informed, are reserved in their communication®. 
The Qp|K»itian party say, that they are disgusted with the Consejo de 
gaWcmo, that moat of its acts have been ftHjlish & tyrannical, & many of 
them so imjwUtic, that the I.iliertador was obligeti publickly to reverse 
them: that Mr. Unimue is inca{)acitatetl by age from holding his situation & 
for which at no time he was profwrly qualified; that he is avariciously filling 
his own coffers while all the officers in the civil department receive only half 
pay on which they are unable to live. They say that they will gladly make 
the Lil>ertador the mnstitutional President of the repuliUc, but that the 
war l»eing now over, they ought no longer to consent to granting unlimited 
powers, Stc. 

The friends of the Administration say, that the (‘ongremi were discussing 
points prematurely Bi liefore they were organijtetl; that they were attempting 
to («»s acts which would have violated the constitution; that the opposition 
wish to get the jxjwer into their own hands by a mtKlification of the executive 
in an illegal manner; that their views are factious & narrow mindetl; that 
they are entirely letl by the (‘anon, Luna Piaarro, whose motives arc selfish, 
& hi* apjKwition i* to revenge himself against the I.ibertador for having 
preferred another as Dean & eccl«ia«tical governour of the Diocese of 
Arequipa. That they neither jKswm the enlargetl views nor the intelligence 
ncoemiry to initiate measures for the prosficrity of the republic; that they 
should in the pr«ient state of the country receive a direction from the great 
talent® of the I.iljcrtador, & move gradually towank the management of 
affairs of which hitherto they have never taken cognizance, & whose com¬ 
binations they are inadwiuate to form. 'I’hat the majority of them, are 
clergymen governetl by an de carps; Be that for some years to come the 
advantage of the country will be promoted by allowing the executive to 
have a leading influence in all measure®. Bee. 

Such b the summary of wlwit i» said by the resfiective parties. On the 
side of the opfKwtion, the principal iierson » Mr. Luna I’izarro: on that of 
the administration Mr. I^irrea (one of the Consejo), the (‘anon Pedemonte 
Dean of Truxillo, Mr. Villaran Curate of Tacna. On the 5th inst. after 
several meeting* they atljoumed rather abruptly on discovering that they 
did not po«»e« a constitutbnal quorum, & that they must wait till some 
more meml>ew come in. 

The preaence of (ieneral Bolivar i« unquwtionably of vital importance 
to the quiet & advancement of the two republics of Peru. So long as he 
remains they will be safe from any dangerous conflicts of faction; & under 
the influence of his name the interior & exterior policy of these republics may 
be established gradually on a liberal scale, & individuals be formed with 
those requiitttes ne^«iry for an enlarged view of political affairs, which are 
now almost wholly wanting. 
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WUliam Tudor, United States Consul at Tima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the United States ‘ 

(HXTHACTS) 

('onfidential. I,1MA, April 2$, 1826. 

Sir; My last letter of the nth inst. goes by this present op|M>rtunity 
direct to Phila., a change having been made in the voyage of the ve«el by 
which it was to have lieen sent. I ask your reference to that letter for some 
account of the first meetings of the Congress, & have now the hemor to relate 
what has subsequently occurreci. 

That body having adjourneti sine die to await the arrival of a few rnemlsera 
to form a quorum, four or five only l>eing wanting: & a jiart of these had 
arrived, when u decree of the government was published, declaring that the 
powers of the delegates from several provinces named. Iteing irrt^ular, the 
meeting of Congress must Im* tleferriftl, untill new Sc regular {siwers could l«? 
obtained: aiul as many of them are very distant, the slow |)rt»gre»s of the 
mail, & the reassembling of the electoral colleges would rexjuire 3 or 4 months 
to clTect the object. 

The objection to these powers is, that they are ample, (ompliosh In this 
state of things, the party attached to the administration, have got up a 
petition to the Lilxtrtador to continue in the exercim* of the dictatorial j[Kiwer 
two years longer, & it is saitl that 23 signatures (»ut of a laxly of whom 70 
are present, have already Ixjen obtained. While this is doing, (General 
Holivar has on all public occasions, sfxjken against this exendse «f fwwer 
which he considereti cxlious & dangerous, & on various occasions has ex¬ 
pressed himself anxious for the meriting of Congress that he might not cmly 
resign it, but alsti all further direction of their affaini. 

Wishing to understand what were the views & sentiments of the opfx.witit»f», 
I had a long conversjilion with Mr. Luna Pixarro, who is it* leader & soul 
He is a Canon of the ('alhedral of Arequipa, was brtxl up by the Bishoji of 
Chavesla Rtjsa, was a meinl>er of the Sfxinish Cortes, where he was con¬ 
sidered an ultra lilxral. He was so decidetl a jvalriot in Peru, that while the 
Spaniards held Aretjuipa he was obliged to aljsent himself c'i reside in Chile. 
He is a man of talents, of agreeable manners, very republican in his principles. 
& seems to have little more of the priest than the dress. 

I asked him what were the views of the opixwition. Me told me that they 
were most anxious that the Libertador should continue in the direction of 
affairs, that his talents, his experience & the influence of his name, were m«it 
important to them but that he should Ik; the constitutional President of the 
Republic. That the members of the Consejo has shewn themselves by most 
of their acts, which Bolivar had been obliged to annul by reason of their im- 
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propriety, incapiiWe of admiiustering the affairs of the government: that 
they were well known to lie monarchists: that in their hands the public 
affairs would mmn Im involved in total ruin: That the war was now over & 
they ought no longer to bt* governed by iKiyonete: that under the guidana^ & 
influence of Bolivar, they might l>egin to organi;^e a constitutional adminis- 
tfiition of their affairs, & «t*k to form men capable of public trusts. ^Fhat 
hardly any such existed; that he would select a number of young men, the 
mc»t intelligent & promising whtj could l>e found, & send them to the IJ. S. & 
to Murcif^e, to ofinerve & study the prcK^eedings of legislative iKKliei ik the 
nicKles of administratiori* & that among !iome of them they should prolmbly 
get a few, who in the cournt! of 4 or B years might obtain knowledge that 
would cjuitlify them to enter into branches of the public service. That the 
plan cif the liwt i^ongrena which had ordered a dosten to \w. sent to Mngland for 
education, was well enough m far m it went, but that i\um* had k^en Ixiys of 
13 or 14 who wen? more from favoritism than regard to their merits, 

& It wtiuld lie many yrars even if they lurnefl out well k?fore they would lie 
iwdub But that they should lone no lime in iH^ginning to do the l>est they 
could; & IcMik into the wtualion of the muiitry whose financrs were in such a 
ruinous »talt^ ^ that a hankruplcy ife all its evils of jiiifier money deprecia¬ 
tion &t\ must sucrreil, unless the iiflairH of the IVeasury were exarninwi, & a 
syiitem eslablinhecl that shtiiild make known & ameliorate the financial slate 
of the country, an account of its ex|itmci*i i\* intxime. That they could not 
always lie gc»verii«?«! by Uayonetii* ihitt C ieneral Bolivar might dit% or !«? calico! 
home, ^ the longer a lilieral constitutional iidmiiiisiralian was deferred, fhe 
greater W€iukt lie the danger & dilliculiy of intrcKluciiig it. 

In reply to what rhangtm they wanttnl in the (‘onstiiulion, he s;iid: prin- 
cifKilly in lheSr*natr, to change it frcmt its prestmt form (in which however it 
has never lH^*n cirganimll of a kind of ("ouncib into a regular k*gislative licKly, 
no tlial there may tie two hou.ies for fi^gislalicm. They wishi?tl also the (’’ourts 
Id lie ffirnted itcmrding to the principles & regulations of the ( onslilution; 
that the arbitrary^ fiower now eKeiTi»i,*d by the Perfects as delegates of the 
supreme aultKirily ahould lit^in to exist under a legal & constitutional gov« 
ernment, 

*rhe c>li|i!t:t4on whtrii had Imm matle at this late hour by the government 
against the depuliw who«c jxiwerm were amplmSt he said must l>e judged by 
history. That jKwers were given acmrding to a regulation attached to 
the C ofiitiiytson. ^ «ybi«?ctini it to a revision, whenever the amntry could Ih? 
fully represented. That it having l>een formal by a Imly all whose memliers 
were inhiibiunls of Lima & the emit to leeward, by far the greater part of 
the country, Imng then occupied by the enemy was not represented. That 
now on the firit mtseting of a t*ongre« whose delegates came from all the 
Province, their aaient was by a regulation of the Conititution expected to l>e 
given to ihts instrument, & to adopt such amendments m might t>e deemed 
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expedient, or at least to propose them. That there was no previous com¬ 
bination for this purpose, but that as among the deputies who had this awpft 
power, were those from the ('ities of Bolivar, Lima, Arcquipa & fuaco, 
places where the most intelligence was concentrated, it might Ise presumed 
that they were not given without reason & propriety. 

There is some obscurity in these transactions, (leneral Bolivar has jon) 
numerous occasions energetically disclaimed the exercise of this almtluie 
power; but the efforts to induce the Congress to continue it in his hands all 
come from his friends. Military habits have perhajm too much influence 
with him. He is quick, positive & unyielding. When the Committee firam 
the Congress waited on him after his threat of leaving the country, he told 
them that he should sustain the Consejo. Mr. Luna IHstarro callctl at I.a 
Magdalena to see him after the first difficulties arose: he sent him word that 
he was engaged, & that he need not call again for he would not sec him. He 
is too much affected by any opjmsiiion, to which he is unaccustomed, ik which 
none of his officers dare make to him. (leneral O'Higgins told me after the 
first difficulty occurred, that he had told the Libertador he sht^uUl not mind 
this opposition, that for his part he was glad to see it, that if there was no 
opfiosition there was no lil>erty, no public spirit. 

The Libertador is a very ardent, impetuous character; he ha* achieved 
such great things, has had such a sole direction of affairs, that the jarring 
movements of civil government are reganled by him too much in the light of 
military insubordination, St to be resisted in the same summary way. The 
officers about him are young men, St three of them Englishmen, devotedly 
attached to him, & unconditionally submimiive. He ha* no cltaracirr* of 
weight & dignity near him, who can sustain a contrary opinion: & there is a 
tone of excessive adulation & altsolute deference in those of this country who 
approach him, that has nothing of a republican complexion. Dr. I 3 fianue 
who is at the head of the C’ansejo, is enfeebled by age; he was a physician & is 
a man of considerable literary acquirement, but never prefmredi ff>r the exten¬ 
sive range of a statesman's duties: he lived to old age under a system, wh<«e 
habits of thinking & acting he had too strongly imbibMl; & perha|» the liest 
idea I can give you of him, excusing its familiarity, would li to suppose Dr. 
M. of N. Y. superannuated- Col. Alvarex late Minister from Bvtmm Ayre* 
told me that at the time of his reception, when they were conversing on the 
U. S. he said to him. “O! that system is impracticable, it will not last long." 

This state of things gives occasion to the enemies of Bolivar to look wise & 
exult in the truth of their prophecies & that he would discover his ambition & 
designs of usurpation &c. A Frenchman of liberal & intelligent character 
said to me, " He will lose himself just a* Napoleon did—** & this may perhaps 
serve to convey the best idea of the danger he is exp«ed to. I think the sit¬ 
uation of things to be regretted, & that it would have been better to attempt 
with his great influence, to conciliate the most able of the members of the 
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Congress, & have endeavoured to concert measures to enable this feeble 
country to stand & go alone: & if General Bolivar wishes to get away, as I 
believe he does, that no time should be lost, in trying to form representatives 
& officers of various descriptions for administering its concerns: He appears 
to be a man of too much talent to follow the career of false ambition which 
his enemies attribute to him, which would cause his ruin, & would degrade 
him inevitably from the lofty station in the list of pure & virtuous patriots, 
which he hitherto has held & which in my opinion is his object to maintain 
and advance. . . . 

We yesterday had the satisfaction to receive the President’s message; a 
masterly exposition of our magnificent prosperity & most gratifying to all 
Americans. The recommendations it contains seem as powerfully stated as 
their necessity is obvious. 

The Frigate U. 5 . arrived yesterday from Chili & the Intermedios. We 
have no further accounts relative to the Dolphin. 

I trust you will excuse some of the details of this confidential letter, which 
are given with the desire to inform you of the present state of affairs here, at 
an interesting period. And I pray you Sir to accept [etc.]. 
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William Tudor^ United States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Lima, May 6,1826. 

Since my last, by the aid of a very free use of threats & promises, upwards 
of fifty signatures have been obtained from the members of Congress, praying 
the Libertador to retain absolute power for another year, which he has agreed 
to do, & there will be no meeting of Congress, the present year. I have re¬ 
ceived some very interesting details from an authentic source, of the views & 
intentions of those in power, relative to holding that power, & the future or¬ 
ganization of the country including both Perus, which I will forward to you by 
some future, safe opportunity. 

I pray you to receive [etc.]. 

1 MS. Consular Letters, Lima, 1. 
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William Tudor, Uniled States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the United States ' 

('onfidential. Lima, Afay tj, iftjtd. 

Sir: I have now the honor to write you on Kubjects of the deepest interest, 
8 c regret that the intelligence muat give pain if not surprise. Thro' great 
confidence that has Ixscn rejKweti in me, I have obtairu'd from authentic 
sources, a very full exjxwition of the views that are at present entertained 
here, & the princijuil }Hiint« of which will lie fountl in the "Observations” 
annexeti,^ written with great force 8 c elegance, but whose style nece*»iiri!y 
suffers in the hasty translation 1 have l»et*n obligetl to make. I have addnl a 
few notes only to give the passiiges from the constitution 8 c the gazette 
referred to. 1 add the gazette containing the dtx'uments relative to the dis¬ 
solution of the Congress, which «>f course have gone t>ut to the wwld, & nwi 
no comment from me. 'Fhe "Olwervalums" Ix'ar intrinsic marks r»f their 
authenticity, & the intimate aciiuaintance of the writer with all the circum¬ 
stances he rtdates: & will shew the fatal intoxication that tnust prtsluce in¬ 
calculable mischief t<* all South America. 

It is in the highest degree pjiinful tt> change a favourable opinion we have 
ftirmctl of any individual, how much mtjre so when that individual is «) 
eminent, 8 c his own great reputation is at slake 8 c the ho|x’s crrriit cd these 
new republics arc involvinl with it. The rleep hyiKKrisy of (ieneral Bolivar 
has hitherto tlcceivixl the world, tho' many of his fetrmer friends have for 
more than a year jKist discoverctl his views 8 c alsintlonerl him. With the 
violent ditwdution of the Congress, the tmisk must fall entirely, & the world 
will see with indignation, or with malicious delight, that he who wasrxTupy- 
ing the attention of ptrliticians in all c(»untrit*H, & for whom fate by a fortunate 
Cfmibination of rircumatanct*s, had preparetl the means for leaving one t»f 
the noblest reputatitms that history couhl record, may Ik* hatitltxl «lown as 
one of the most grovelling of tnilitary usuriKTS, IcKuied with the exi-cratkm of 
his cotemtKiraries for the calamities his conduct must bring U|K«i them. 

In no in.stanci* has his hyjxKTisy Ixten nmre proftmnd or more intercsteii, 
them in the case of lai Mar, tho’ it did not deceive him. 1 have seen lettem 
from him tt> a late fx'ricxl, professing the utmost atlmiration & friendship for 
lai M,ir, holding him up as he constantly flkl in public, as the only imm to 
take the rrtmidency of the Republic; while he has taken every means to sirver 
his amncction with I'cru, 8 c force him either to IxTomc the mean alietter of 
hia designs, or to leave the country. And »o succe^ful has he? l>ecn in this 
jxjlicy, that in the opinion of many, la Mar to use Bolivar's espreasinn is 
"politically a cowartl," 8 c with a kind of hypocondriac effeminacy shrunk 
from all direction of affairs. 

* MS. Consukur Letters, Lima, 1. 


*Not printed in this edketkw. 
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The gallant, generous, high minded La Mar, had a leading influence in all 
the progress of the last successful campaign, & a much more decided part in 
the victory of Ayacucho, than was allowed him in the dispatches. He was 
adored by the Peruvian Army, is beyond comparison the most popular man 
with all parties & all classes, and may emphatically be called the hope of Peru. 
It was early found, that his views were too liberal, too honest, & too repub¬ 
lican, to become an agent in any usurpation, and therefore he was timely 
distrusted. Still it would not do to break with him openly. Disdaining to 
be made a puppet, & moved by wires with fellow puppets in the Council of 
government, where he could do nothing to alleviate the situation of the 
country, he absented himself untill a short time before the meeting of Con¬ 
gress. He then came here invited with the same flattering language & hollow 
deception, that had been practiced upon others, not so credulous as to be 
deceived by it, but willing at least to be ready to enter into the government, 
if there was any sincerity in the professions that were made. He soon saw 
there was none, & after the arrival of Bolivar, their first interviews produced 
the conviction that the one could not make a dupe & sycophant, & that the 
other was resolved to prosecute the purposes of his sinister ambition. La 
Mar therefore determined to decline, while he was obliged to see the same 
hypocrisy displayed of holding him up to the public, as the only man to be 
their chief, which had the double purpose of seeming magnanimous, & lessen¬ 
ing the esteem in which La Mar was held. Still the latter had determined to 
remain till the meeting of Congress, to which his presence would have been a 
strong support. But this was a danger to be prevented at all hazards; a 
leave of absence for some months was therefore forced upon him, to drive him 
away. It is a singular fatality under present circumstances, that La Mar 
who has always been intimately connected with the affairs of Peru, (he was 
under the ancient government Inspector General of the army, which was the 
next post to that of Viceroy) where he is personally known & universally be¬ 
loved, should have his home in Guayaquil, which province was forcibly ag¬ 
gregated to Colombia, & in that country he has never exercised any employ, 
& is known only from the part he has taken in the war in this country; thus 
being virtually a Peruvian in exile, & a stranger in Colombia. 

One of the odious transactions connected with recent events, which must 
be generally known hereafter, was the execution of Berindoaga & Teron. I 
confess I was always surprised that so favorable an opportunity for the exer¬ 
cise of clemency was lost, & I remarked rather jestingly at the time, always 
thinking that the execution would not take place, that if it did, the purpose 
must be to intimidate the Congress. The fact is, that it had been determined 
long since to commute the punishment. Bolivar in conversation with 
Unanue, & another person said, “they will be condemned to death, but the 
Congress must pardon them changing the sentence into a couple of years 
confinement in the castles.*’ Unanue replied, “ O no! they must be pardoned 
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by your Excellency. You have full powers for the pur)[H>».'‘ Bolivar re¬ 
joined, "No it must be given by the Congress, as the effect will l>e more 
striking," This was made known by one present at the converiuiiiim to 
those wretched victims, who l>elieved to the very moment that they were 
fnutlly It'd out to execution, that they should l>e {lardonetf. But the quarrel 
with the C'ongress had intervenetl, & these unfortunate men were the victims 
of it. A young aid tie camj) had even the imprudence to say, that it was for 
this pur}K>8e, & that a particular jwrson naming him, must take care of him¬ 
self or he would share the same fate. One circumstance will give this trans¬ 
action a darker hue hereafter, as it will l>e attrihutctl to {tersonal vengeance. 
It is well known, that Berindoaga entered warmly into the faitriot cause, & 
that his defection from it was owing to a terrour & abhorrence of the (*«ilom- 
bians that had lieen getierally inspirtxi in Peru, on account of the «mguinary 
war waged in Colombia; & that when it came to the question whether they 
should receive La Serna or Bolivar, he & others said they preferretl the 
SjmnlardB to "the Mulattoes of ('olombia," applying this term to Bottvar 
himself, tho' improixrrly, but many of the Colombian cjfficen* such a» .Sucre, 
Paez, C'arvajal &e have a tinge of African bhKxl, & stjme tif the sulialterns are 
entirely of that origin. 

This unfortunate state of things has {mrtly been brought on by the base & 
excatsive adulation that he has admitted, untill it has Ixcorne necessary to 
him. There is no individual among those atmut him, who dares tell an un¬ 
pleasant truth, & at the slightest opposition he gives way to an unrestrained 
violence. At the present moment when they are in such distrcMi for money, 
the only public work that is going on, is an equestrian statue of himself, the 
execution of which now is a project of l.arrea'8 to pay his court. This cannot 
cost less than 70 or 80,000 f, & after all from the deficiency of good artists 
must l>e miserably executed. A great number of gold medals have lieen dis¬ 
tributed with the arms of Peru on one side, St his bust on the other; & these 
medals are given to both men & women, with a diploma of being it 

Ut patria: & no one of either sex approaches him, who fx>^ie*iieii one, without 
having it dangling from the neck; and those who nt^lect thb, are at once 
proscribetl from all further audience. On his arrival at any of the towns, ex¬ 
pensive fetes are to l)e got up for him, which bear excessively hard on an im¬ 
poverished country: but his generals who are in command, will take care to 
vex those who are reluctant. Arequipa has within a short period been 
obliged to furnish three of these fetes that have cost 60,000 $. With th«M: 
demonstrations he deceives himself, or is deceived by the crawling, despi¬ 
cable flattery of those about him, that they are the spontaneous effects of 
attachment. 

In the meantime abusai doubtle^ unknown to him, are practised by his 
dependents of which I have recently heard some instances, in which the inso¬ 
lence on the one part,& the basenessof the magistrates who were appotkd to, 
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iiicd only be paralelled in Turkey. There is the most jealous watchfulness 
tHe press, so that not a word can be printed, freely, & the popular feeling 
ds a vent in the most miserable pasquinades, which appear on the walls in 
fs city every morning. Thus one was found lately, predicting his fate 

be like that of Berindoaga; & a person told me he had seen a printed 
e from Arequipa, menacing him if he should ever come to that place again 
th. the fate of Monte Agudo. 

The state of the Finances threatens speedy ruin, & if the talents of the 
in is ter are to be estimated by some of the projects resorted to, they are 
ily of the most despicable kind. To inspire still greater distrust, stories 
i circulated of accounts settled by some of the chief persons in power, that 
time, would be sufficient to account for their dread of a Congress, that 
)nlci make any investigation. Many of these things are doubtless kept 
)m his knowledge, but some may be permitted to reward submission, 
mid & broken down as these people are, still public opinion cannot be 
ficd, so long as people breathe :&tho’ they utter their whispers & mutters as 
the walls of their houses might hear them, they communicate the general 
ding, 8 c it is easy to see that the popularity which Bolivar had acquired in 
e Capital, was sensibly shaken by the execution of Berindoaga, & has been 
nihilated by the destruction of the Congress. 

The project of an expedition to Chile which you will find alluded to in the 
companying "‘Observations'*, is undoubtedly meditated. Gen. O’Higgins 
IS sometime since called from his plantation at Cafiete to be consulted, tho’ 
inspect he is but partially informed of the designs. He is an honest man 
lose administration would have been useful in Chile, if his family & some of 
5 IVIinisters by their venal maneuvers to fill their pockets, had not disgusted 
e public & thrown affairs into confusion. Some recent attempts of his 
ends to procure his return, ended in their being banished, & they are now 
re. I have been informed by an intelligent American well acquainted 
th Chile & who has recently arrived here, that O’Higgins has now hardly 
y friends left in that country; & tho’ there was a time when his adminis- 
ition might have been very useful, yet now any attempt to restore him, 
List: be unsuccessful, & attended with bad consequences. 

The plan with regard to Upper Peru is also full of hazard. The deputy 

10 is nowhere referred to in the “Observations”, has I am told said, that 
e principal persons of the country, are in favour of Bolivar’s plans, but that 
e lower classes are almost universally desirous of joining with Buenos 

: & this last country which is not deficient in activity, will doubtless use 
r efforts to preserve this disposition: those extensive provinces will there- 
re be subjected with difficulty, if at all to the power of a usurper. 
While such obstacles are to be anticipated on this side, how much greater 

11 arise from that of Colombia? The press is there free & public opinion 
nsiderably enlightened. The people have been clamorous for his return, & 
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the only excu^» that multi tjeoHeml fm drlay, Wim, ifMi ifit* Sfiiifikrdtfe hrkl 
CalhiOj CliiliM’ &r. KtJW that ihiP reamiri lu* kifigrr if hr rrfiiw:^ tu rr» 

turn, he €|iiiirrrb cn>enly with hiii «wii ctiufiiry, & will $i tu thr rvilft «4 

fitvtmm ik amviilmttnii. Dmnuiiwi at litiiiir, what will Ijt }ii!i fiii|i|Mifi 
even the 4 mm (‘oUnnhian baytmei?^ that hr oilriiliifrH mill }iiifi|!y 4 II tn? 
willing t<} their mtiritry, ^ will Ih" u »lrfwirr fc»rrr tu }tij|cl twsih l*rru% m 

fskubjeruoii. Br!!iitlei^, ( k*n. liulivarV great ffirrr rinisiHU in ihr mtirid 

have rmnvi^l an rxiilti*t! ncuhiti uf IhiiK the rr»}m'i that mm hiiti finrh 

*1 pretioitiinant influenre h bmmlnl rui the ludirf iliiii hii^ mr purr .uni 

rlevati^!; this tniee tlrsiruynl he will ctmdiicitr l«* msiliiiig. 11 ilir riiirr. 
ninrtl (I sfH^ik thisfi auitlilipiially, risngiiig li» *1 that I frar nui 
exiPl) are hr will phirr tiinmdf tirtwmi Xii}»f4r«m ^ Itiirbulr, wiitiin hr 
hrayglu Ingrltirr in ifir m^rakr^l hr rwt niatir, Inif iirarrr tu ifir 

latter than iu the ftmtirr. 

It ift int|KmHthle tu riih'iil.ae ihr iniM-fiirf that thin f'limliiti fif^ijhrr. 
Hr wit! fi|,»entv clrnuiirienl in 11 iite lliiniufi /\yrr«i, mlirrr hr 

feaml & halwt;^ if oiuntry jHiiifi in thr rry* «i mil! |ir«;«liirr thr 

diiiigrruiis rctnfusiim; thr inllurnrr of }iti 4 natiir at prrwni «4 nm h 
mrnt in all Smith Aiiirrira, wilt tir «liaM»!vrfi H fuirrertlrtl i^y the 

ll«ily Alltanrr will niakr iim* «»(ihrtr riitrafier «d ttir Ilra^!?! I« 4 t«a« k |irfli 4 |i% 
Imlli Ilurfins Ayres, l*|t|ier iVrii S|sii&fi hrmr!! may lir aiiifiiaift! 

In clireci her ft#rer# fr«uiii llir Havana lo in^’uilr I'«i|iisiibiii if fi«ii 

fVfexirn 

Smiir firrMin^ nuw lliink itnit hr h^n made uvritistr^ lu tlir C 

but ihts i» prutiaitly iinffiiiinliet. llir way Immevrr tii.iiy tir |»tr|i4fritl by Inuflr-* 
nial uf III! awsianrr l«i the rr|iiiblir «4 liatu* M if hr riigagrm m thr mr«b 
iuiit'tl uniiriMiimi *if iliinrminiry, fiismily ally fiiiini l.sc’ ifir ivfii|ifu«iif ui ilir 
T<» rxitm* a liiilr the iiisiiliing, i}i«i* artlii! frbi^isl tif MMstiiticr tu 
the Biirfius Ayrran^# I hr hingtiagr tirld wan lfr|irafr«! by afi iinl «lr rafii|i 4 I 
table whrrr llirre w“«i»it rHimti€*r id Amrf 10111 #i: hir 
wr liaXT arknuwlrtlgrd by Hngliind. we hiivr rrien-'r^f a firiiidi 
ler ill l/uhimbiii, we are itnw a nalhtfi, mid |,ir raiiiifni^ m-hai wr 

fake, & vMnut nilrr iiiiu a qmirrri with thr wdiit'li iil«i ifivalvr* 

afitilhrr u|tifiitin. itiai mt firitniipt arkiniwdi’tlgritiriii^, ewr Miiiisirr # 
irriicy were rsiiiiuiittl very^ lightly* 4 c4 f«.» thr rmitrary 

nolwdihsimiding. 

‘fhe fdart uf rsfabli^hifig a fiimtarfliy hrrr, I iMdtrvr metre %'i#4Cifiary ihmt 
that id a rrptililir, IhnibiirfH^ llierit » a grrat drlwirriry *4 ailiiimi^fralivr 
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of self gnvfrnmftu, tho’ tmixtlfci by factions, is great Sc visible; & they have 
actjuireci imtions of lilnTty tiiai will not l>e easily eradicated. Had there 
IxHm honest views with regard to Peru by having Lit Mar for a President, & 
the men <»f talents that the ('emgresa containeti, properly directed, Peru 
might have gone «m successfully, till new men ciipable of entering into the 
various branches of administration were formeti & developed. But it is the 
fashion of tyrants & their panders to calumniate a p<.*oplt*, as an excuse for 
enslaving theju, m the Boa covers an animal with his slime that he may be 
able to swallow it. 

I was conversing within a day or two with scjmc C'olombians, who have 
IxTn the enthusiastic atlmirers of Bolivar. They spoke with the deepest 
feeling of regret at the course he is pursuing, & seemed to cherish a hope, that 
he might recede in time from the dangers iK'fore him. There is now a kind of 
crisis in his affairs. He is wiid to Ik* printing the Constitution he has pre- 
|wred for Bolivia, ik is alwj nmlitaiing a proclamation to palliate to the worUl 
the rm-ni proceetlings in regard to the ('ongretw. He is alsiut disfHitching 
two of his aid tie campH, tine to Colombia, & the other to (‘huquisjica, & the 
disjKitchcs they take must decisive in their lenour. He has given out 
that he wishes for a few days retirement, & is going to pass them at the 
plantation of BiUe four leagues from the ('apital, where he wishes to l>e un- 
interntpied by visits, & takes none of his suite with him. He has evidently 
jMssed the Rubicon, but is still within sight of its hanks, Sc might secure his 
retreat: the desjHTate ho(x* that he will do scr is hartlly worth entertaining. 

It is not without the most piiinful feelings, that I have come to the con¬ 
clusions explaineil in this letter. 1 have Irelicved Cen. Bolivar, animated by 
the most pure Se lofty ambition, & that notwithstanding some defects of 
private character, Sc jx^rsonal traits & habits wholly dissimilar, that he had 
taken a mtsle! in view, of which we are «> proud, St the world so admiring. 
Nor am I ashametl t»f my cretlulity; the fjime within his reach was so glorious^ 
that I could never liclirve any man would descend from that lofty eminence 
where posterity would have recognimi him, to confound himaelf with the 
ignoble hertl of ambitious, usurping, military chieftains. 

I have plctlgetl nty honor that the moat strict reserve should be maintained 
with respect to the incltMed observations; which if known might be fatal to 
their auihour, who I hope may be preserved for the sendee of his country. I 
have thought it my duty to communicate these things to my government, 
that they may fse prepared for the consequence which may result. 

J have only to add, that I pray you Sir to receive (etc.]. 



1798 


PART X!: CDMMtIHICATIONS FROM mUV 


m) 

William I'udaft Uniled SMes Cmsul ai IJmt, la Henry iTny\ Sfiftimy af 

Slaie of ihe Uniied Siaks ^ 

Lima. Ji^nt ii, sSjfK 

Sir; I have xhn hcniiir Uj indose two fMmfilikia^, the mir rusii.iifiiiig ihr iirw 
ConBlitulion & acldrrsH of (Jen. Ikiltviir, & ihe tuher a |ufii|ililri bv Mr. 
a deputy to the late Congrruii of 'Fhis laiirr in itiiMfif i« infliirnrc 

opinion in regard to the plan*^ of the former I am a»iirr«l from gi^MLiiiihor- 
ity, that it was publishc^tl under the iiiH*«*ial rrvisicm & L'orrt'i’iioit of iJm, 
Bolivar, every duTi Innug w-mt to hh rei^idnirr at llir Magitairiia; a bici, 
whidi makes many of its more remarkable. I1ir am^rtiofi ilsai ihr 

Foreign Agents interfered to prevent ln» firetended drjiaritirr, is I kimw iin'» 
founded in regard to a ft^trl, & m m> I fully iMdirvr as rrs|ie«-is ilir wlmlr of 
them. It will Ih* unnwsitary for me to make any riiitiriirnis on ilir {kiiii* 
phleti, eiipecially as my letter No. 40.* will «Tvr as m kimi «4 rAfilamilory 
preface to them, I regrtn ruu Imving \nnn% able to mmA this iirojrri <4 the 
constitution sooner, for it has l>mi printtsl some lime, tuif w.m krpi pirirtly 
in reserve, that no knowledge of its provisions might tran^pirr firniiaiiirrly, 
BO that they could Im sent to the deputies iit (lmc|iiis.4r.ii t«^ l>r «iii ilirir guard. 
It was tninsmiiteti by an aid de camp, pist in tiine to 1111^*1 ihnii ai ilirir 
assambUng on the asth of this rmmth, ik m Utey assemble under llir bayonris 
of Gen. Sucre thert* will l>e no umdess dimission. A» mmn as it %% ath^piitl ihr 
other measures for the rcmnion of the two repiititu^'*^ & !iiil»M"f|iiriiiiy f«r ihr 
provinces of Guayaquil and Quito will go rafiidly ft^rward: it h iniriKlt^l that 
the dominion of Gtn. Bolivar shall t>e ct^exlruftive with that of ilir anrirnt 
empire of the Incms. And in Mr, laistLi piimplilri it is iMiIdiy ^iiggr^iwl la 
continue him also at the head of Golombia, a profiemiiiiifi wlitw rwepikm in 
that country we have yet to learn. 

Mr Ortis Geviilloi' has l>een iippointed Minister IlesiifMiiriitkry to tapper 
Peru to negotiate for the rtmnion of the two nqmblir#, Mr., brrrtra lo go 
as Minister lo Golombia; 8 i Mr. Rio# at pri*#efil a clerk in the deffeirlwriii of 
I'oreign AfTairs, goes as C'ha.rge d'Affiiirw to Rio Jitneim. Nii agriil k mmi 
to Buenoi Ayres, altho* they hail a Minister here for «vrral moiiths, bin 
who went to C'hile when he found that no minister would Im mil 10 hm myn» 
try in return, 'rhis mksion exclusively to the Brazilian C oun,. while tmm it 
sent to a sister republic with whom the former m at war, in »uHidenily inclir« 
ative of the policy iruenderl to te pumu^i & which futi fmm in 

former letters. 

I pray you Sir, to receive (etc.). 

* MS, (Vmatikr Ltma, I, 

® Set tlmt, pt. XI, doc. f%, yad^r lialt. May 17, 
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ItWicim Tudor, UnUed Sinks Consul a I Lima, to Henry Clay, SecreMry of 

Stale of the Cnikd States ^ 

(‘onfidentiaK Lima, July 1826. 

Sm: On Siiturduy last MarHhitl Sta. C Vusc was installe<l as IVesident of the 
Council of < kivernment & tm Sunilay a dinner was given at the Palace to the 
Ministers Si mmw nulitary ollicers in honor of this event. I assisted at both 
hy invitation, and at the latter Ck»n. Ihdivar was prestnU'. After dinner a 
inimtHT fk ti»asts were given, all of course filled with the most extravagant 
adiilations of him but there were two that harl much meaning. The first of 
ihme was frtmi him to luiy that the three republics of Ckdornhia, I\^ru Bo¬ 
livia,unitetl under iht^ wim* administration of the thrc*e great men who governed 
them, c;en. Htintander, Marshal Sta. Oux, & Marshal Sucre would be able 
to resist all the efforts of anarchy ik. dftsjKnism. That they must be prctpariHl 
for changes in affaim, ik to rally round them! men: 8c a venr» pregnant allusion 
was rnarfe to the* itale of the runghlKUiring countric^s. All this was without 
the ghghlesi allusion to hiniM^lf, or to his having any connection with their 
adairs. This temst or was answercHl by one from Mr. Piindci which 

completol wdiat wim wanting that it wii» very true these governments were 
in the hands of thr«* great iiirn {SiUita C Vuat has only lK:?en brought here to 
k«?p him in a stale ui sufteHknee) but that the head of the whole system was 
the l4f>ertador, he aUme gave security to these repuldto: He muit remain at 
thrir head forever, & after his death his sword hung up in their hall, would l>e 
like tfiat of Mainmdes iigainiit all iinarchists (repuldicans) & desfXJls. It it 
said to \n* rrriain that tkri. Bolivar gmm on a visit in a few day» with his 
fR^rminal muu* to C*olombia. 

C#en. Cflfiggins goes shortly to Clulm% he dcH^t not take any troopi with 
him, ofily a few offic^em, ik a c|tiafitity of arms 8c accoutremenHe m said 
III lie very confident of gtdting {Kmnension of the cxnmtry Sc. governm-ent-‘-“but 
if the acroiirits we hear from there are true, he will \m disapfKnntetl in th»a 
rK{iectalion!i. 

(.*€ 11 . llolivar'i model m now Napoleon & hit ambition m equally untound- 
id: bii views extend not only to being at the head of Colombia & the two 
Peru*i, but to including Chile & Bueno# Ayres in his domain I l>elieve that 
a just calrulatkm r^ardmg his plans cannot be made, if it does not supfxme 
the doign «>f m empire from Panama to Magellan under the title of liber- 
tador. 

Marshal I.a Mar I have hmrd m going to the U. S. for the reaivery of his 
health; & I tutpect al^ to avoid being omipromiied against his will here. 
He is the m^t popular man in Peru, k the most dt»ervedly so. A most gal¬ 
lant toklier & distinguithtti officer, a pure patriot, with a character public & 

* MS. Coniukf Lettm, Lima# I. 
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private unsullied. He is extremely partial to our country & our instituticms, 
& deserves on every ground, the most cordial reception both as a public & 
private individual. 

I pray you to receive (etc.). 


992 

William Tudor, United Stales Consul at Lima, to Hmry CUty, Sttreiary of 

State of the United States * 

tBXTRACrl 

Confidential. Lima, July j 6 , iKj 6 . 

The force at the disposal of (ien. Bolivar to hokl a country thus rircun». 
stanced, & prosecute his ulterior views is not very large. Sucre has under his 
command rather less than 5tK>o men, of whom alxiut one third are IVruvians, 
& all disaffected, 'rhe jjrovincc of Siilta is commandetl by (ien. Arrtiale* a 
Spanianl by birth, who was with St. Martin in the first invasion of I'eru. He 
has always Ix^n warmly attachetl to the {Kitriot cause, & Ixrans an cxcellem 
character. Report has made him alrcatly leacfing an army against Hum*, 
but this at Iciist is premature. Buenc^ Ayrw has Itm much on h.’tml with the 
Brazilian war to engage in another; but as they must now l»e folly imprewd 
with the views entcrlainetl here, they will only tliiwemble untill they can get 
rid of their present enemy anti as the people of the provincr* of lk»livi.i are 
said to be generally in favour of a union with Bueno* Ayres, if t len. Arenales 
should be ordercti to act against the f'olombkns, Sucre even with a •ujierior 
force may Ite placet! in a dangerous situation. 

Besides this force under Sucre, there are alxntt 7000 men untlrr the more 
immetiiate direction of Bolivar, who has reservetl the Ministry of War in his 
own hands, & that defwrtment is at prtaent sefmratai from the t 'ouncil of 
(Government. More than one thin! of this number arc Peruvians, of whom a 
few, «T« already mcnlionetl are in open revolt. In ('allao St the ('apital there 
ntay be about asoo men, of whom three fourths are Colombhins. Tpwartls 
of 7000 Peruvian troops have Ixsen mtt to ('olombta wnoe the amclunion of 
the war. The whole army may now be estimated at ttooo, of which one 
third may be Peruvians, who arc ail discontented, & rwtly want leaders to act 
against the (‘olombians. With a force then nominally td 7 or 8 «kx» ( olom- 
bian troops, (many of the regiments containing Peruvian rccruita) Gen. 
Bolivar has to hold both Perus with discontented population. & at the same 
{time] carry on his scheme of empire, which avowedly embrace* ('okunbia, & 
secretly involve* the whole of South America at least that was formerly 
Spantdi. 

The financat which are to provide the means for all these obiect* are in the 
* MS, Consular Lima, 1. 
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greatest confusion, and the talents for bringing into order the chaos of the 
Treasury department, seem almost wholly wanting. The military now re¬ 
ceive two thirds of their pay, & the civil officers one half, but both, especially 
the latter, are in arrears. As no accurate reports are given, it would be mere 
conjecture to state the actual receipts: it is thought however that the income 
from the customs the present year, will be considerably below the last. Loans 
are out of the question, & both the bills of Peru & Colombia are coming back 
protested. The commercial distress & monied panic in Europe have had 
their reaction here, which has embarassed all the principal English houses, 
who have been making the greatest sacrifices of the goods consigned to them, 
to sustain the suspended credit of their houses at home that are under ad¬ 
vances to the manufacturers, which last will in many cases sustain a total loss 
of the property shipped. Every effort is making to transmit funds, & the 
market is therefore drained of specie, thus increasing the embarassment 
here. 

Notwithstanding this unfavorable combination of circumstances, if the 
country escapes internal convulsions, & no military expeditions are under¬ 
taken, an able financier might retrieve its credit, even supposing the debt to 
amount to $40,000,000. at which it is estimated. The large amount of 
Church property formerly sequestrated, & the still greater amount which 
they may easily take into their hands, is in itself an immense resource. The 
rich estates on the coast, & the extensive Estancias, in the interior that have 
been almost entirely devastated by the war, are again coming into cultivation 
& renewing their stocks, and lastly the mines afford an inexhaustible resource, 
& one which if the country continues tranquil, may by the aid of foreign en¬ 
terprise and capital exceed all former productions. 

The recent election of Admiral Blanco to the Presidency of Chile is a 
fortunate measure. His character is not suited to remain long in power in 
times like these, but it is thought by persons intimately acquainted with the 
parties in Chile, the best choice that could be made at present, it satisfied the 
enemies of Freire, it does not alarm the pelucones or adherents of the clergy; & 
it is adhered to by the friends of the unfortunate Carreras & Rodriguez, who 
for the sake of these victims, are the inveterate enemies of O’Higgins, & who 
comprize most of the young men of the country. It has changed the plan 
here also. Gen. Bolivar on hearing of it said, that O’Higgins could not now 
think of going, that all parties were united. In a conversation I had with the 
latter yesterday, I understood from him, that he had relinquished the expedi¬ 
tion ; & I am told that a proclamation from him to that effect will appear in 
the Chilote, a newspaper printed by his partisans here for circulation in Chile. 
It will now be attempted to effect by intrigue, what was intended to be done 
by force, & which was rendered almost desperate by the strong feeling that 
was excited in Chile, when they obtained information of the designs against 
them. It is unnecessary to repeat that O’Higgins is merely an instrument of 
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Bolivar, to prc[>are the way for the introduction of the Bolivian CouHtitution, 
& to make Chile a viceroyalty or prefecture of the Bolivian empire. 

The great plan is gradually developing: the two I’erus. Colombia as one. 
but more proliably dividtsl into two, Chile & Buenw Ayres are to form this 
empire: & will probably l>c consolidatetl, tho' an idea <»f a kind of federation 
of these grt*at divisions is held out. Doubtlesm the princijMl oHners & ad¬ 
herents will also receive hereditary titles. Cen. Certleiia afler his protnotion 
for his services in the intrigutjs for the dissolution of the late Congn.*s?i was 
nametl commander of the Peruvian Guard; the first hint td the grand gmtrd 
hereafter to lx* createtl. Na(>oltH>n is now the mtslel in every thing the sub¬ 
ject of praise & admiration; & Dr. I'nanue in his es{«*rf preiMfwl originally 
for the CongreiHS, & ri'cently publi.shisi, has o|XTdy intrtshietsl the luime, com¬ 
paring Bolivar to Scipio (“esiir and Najxileon. A year ago he ajipearwl 
pleasetl with the tromjjarisjon to Washington, ik aflettcit to remit that wiih 
Napoleon. In the mean time he continues disclaiming all wish to comtiwiid, 
says, that he is most anxious to retire from public life, to jsiw a few year* in 
traveling in Kurofx*. < hie of his ministers rtH-ently citisl as a i»ris»f of lii» sin* 
cerity in this, that he had indignantly refuseil the offer of the crown lately 
made by Paex, ik told the officer who arrivtsl here »i few days since with this 
commission from Venezuela, that he would liave nothing to do with ihem.iffe 
that they might tuni roblx*r» if they likisl Hv. 

It apfKars to tie decidertly his intentions at present to return to t ojotnbia. 
from wtiich he has receivetl favorable inforniiition from f^ntamlrr. & which 
the ojxm measures of Paez may rentier more urgent. 'I'he forces available 
for this vast scheme of amtiitlon seem wholly inatlrtjuale; Si it is to J>e fearrel 
that besides losing tlie opfiortunity of leaving a noble reputation in bisutry, it 
will only tent! to entail a long series of troubles U(»ori cotintries, that retfuirc 
peace, the protection of intlustry Sc enmuragcmenl tif emigralhin, Ui tlrwlojie 
their resources, & occupy a territory which is less jwopled than th.it <»f any 
civilized region on the globe. 

'I’he United Stales is the tmly vcMel of war we have here. The Umemk left 
Guayaquil the 35th ulto. on her way to the Sandwich tslaiid*, nothing further 
is known about the Dalphin since the report of her lieiiig at tlxiwe island# in 
April, I’he English have a sfiip of the line, a frigate & three corvettes here, 
the French two small corvettes one of which ha* just arriveti to relieve the 
other that sails for France this week taking three youths of Lima to liectlu- 
cated there at the ex{xmce of the government. 
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WUlmm 7W#ir, Untied SUiks Consul at Lima, In Henry Clay^ Secrdary of 

Sink id!he United States ^ 

C\mfitk*iuial. Lima, August /, i8j6, 

Sm: Sirirt? luy irHelligrnct? has arrived from the interiour, that the 
fMirtial revolt riientiona! in it, hati lieen entirely suppressed. A few were 
kiltoi, a fkirt inacie priwinrrs & the rest had disfierml. No details have yet 
Imm given iti the publie, 

In the nieaiitijne the last week has Imen one of great excitement. All the 
cifiiceri of the Peruvian corjw slatiom^l in the capital were arrested, Gm, 
Ikilivar sfuftt*«l his residence from the Magdalena & has since resided in the 
|wtlacx% The arrt^sts of lh«*m* tjtlirers was scxin followed by more ifnt)ortant 
ones. Cti?n. Nmx'^hea who h at the head of the Mint, Cien, (‘orrea a retirt*d 
Buers«»s Ayrran otlirer, Mestirs, Ixinvuht & ITIleria Judges of the Supreme 
Ckiurt, 8c Mariati^gui Attorney < General, ik m*vtTal {Jthers have heitn arrestcxi. 
It m Mill that from (m to Ko [m^im are in confinement in the t'onvents of 
St. IhimifigtJ 8c- Frandscro. Some others made llunr Mr. Requeha a 

t'anoii of this t“iahi*«!ral, (‘iirrasco a C'aptfUii in the Navy &. sraeiitific man, 
with his Lieuleiumt Salmon, 8c Vidal. C’arrasco was a inemlxT of the late 
C’«ngrr»s, one cjf thosi! who refiiMHl it* sign the deiitructicin of that Ixxiy. 
Re<|iieha wa» probably sought for only to lake histkxlaratkm.asan aaptaint- 
aftce of Vidal, but in the rminner of these jxxiple has hUl himsitlf thro* fear. 
In the tasi I^ermna, a violent article attributing this moveinenl to that 
"ckmit: land of anarchy*’, Buenm Ayres, ftlkxi with pasHionutc clixlaination 
& calling for blmKl, intrinsic ruiirks of (km. BolivarV ntyle. He was 

ihrown into the most viobnt agitation by ihb event* ik if the prmleiux* of the 
MininterM m not aide to calm his hidings, it is feartxl executions will l^egtn. 

The whole c*f this plat is very iinfXTfeclly known: every one wdio knowi 
Xet‘tK:hea, his general character, & the relirtxl life he has led, is convincol 
that he wuld have had nothing to do with it: and it seems highly improbable 
ilial the other princi|xd |H‘rsons arrestiHi should have had any share in a 
scheme cd which the agents are io olmture. It is siippt^l that Vidal & 
Xinivtka (the latter an Indian txlucatetl at the rniversity of Lima) the two 
incwi famous chiefs of the bands of Montonera formed by St. Martin* had 
aniibintxl wdth »-nne subaltern riflicers, to attempt the overthrow of the CA> 
Icirnbians. Their plan m said tc^ have Imm to iurpri«: the barracks in this 
city with the aid of the Feruvum carim. make the Colombian officers prisoners 
^ at the? mime time take |K.^e»ion of the Magdalena & surprising (km. 
Bolivar there embirk him 8c his officers for Colombia. Vidal esca{>ed, but 
Xinivikm was taken, & hm dcxlaralions are said to have compromiml Keco» 

* MS. tMimular Lima, L 

^ S«« al»vr, in. xi, doc. utt«fcr date, July sti, iH^6. 
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chaa & the others. Altho’ the fjermms who are t>eit informed on thii snliject* 
l>elieve that the consf)iratorB had only mentioned his name & others as Imng 
discontenttnl, ik woultl join in such a conspiracy of which no other prmrfs but 
suspicion them can In* found. This week the annivers^iry of the 

battle of Junin was to l>e celebratetl. That kittle was gaincxl rhiefly by the 
valour of Ntnwhea, in which he was dt*!ij:>eriitely wwindwl & mulilatid for 
life; to set* him in priscm on itsctdebrnticm, ife la Mar who i!ie bauleof 

Ayacucho in banishment, trrastons very obvious emotifins in every griiemus 
breast. 

One or two vessids are fitting rntt in all haste, the <»bjtTi %^arioiidy sialid: 
some saiy to take the IVnivtan here to C hiayaf|iiil, if oihrr?^ to go m ilie 

Intermedins & bring clown a battalion cd (‘fdombians. 

Events in other ctuariers are unfolding tufier parts of thr fiiain tlrsign. 
The last Perimmi contains a memorial of the C*aliildoof (iiiayat|iiih IvwtIo 
Ing Bolivar to continue at the head of the governmnit : ^ rhaiige tlir 
tuticm which rxjHTicnce haf^ nhewn Ut in^suHkirnl, which thr riiovrmrfii?i 
of C»en. I*ae^ have oviTthrow’io The tw’o chief ageiifs rd ihJ^ riit^'^ling were 
the Iniendenie C*ie4tillo & Admiral llUngnil. Thr former is rrprr«rmi«t m 
iKung iin ignorant, tiniUil tyrant, ^fgatma whom all the inlialfiiani* Mipfit^rirfl 
by the English C\insul, have jirlifionwi the govermnni! ; the lailrr derlaring 
if he was not displaci^l he w*ouId leave the city, lllinurot is an Faiglidiman 
marritn! to a Ckiayaf|uil lady: is a very solid, bra%‘e, MTu^itilr rnaii, fiiiirh 
leeftu*t! ft>r his gmid rondurt, ^ enttndy devoted to tkic Bolivar. Hr wm 
sent from here in June on this niission* l«# lake ihi^se steps as m^m m tir shiniht 
hear of the nuivetnents of Baei:, Thc*sc* measures are €"alcTihite«t lo disi ran ihe 
(Vmgress of CVdornlna, whirli wall the republic in revolt ai its iw^orxirrm" 
ities. As to Chiayaquil & Quito, m they were birribly aggrrgaird fo C Vibne 
bill, by Ckm. I'kilivar. they will gladly reunite with Fern, wdiaievrr may Ir 
their fc^tdings with regard to the system of ginTriimenc 

It is unnm'^ssary for me Sir, tn comment on ihiw many of 

which will Ik? known to you from the cither side of the C Vintifteni lit?fofr they 
are from hen*. Much dejM?nds for the iriirmKiiate i»y«Te»ii of I km. Boliv^arS 
plan on the nt^ws that miiy ame from (kilonilik. If the litwal fMriy arr 
itrcmg enough to maintain their cifunion, he rnttsl ntinfme himm?lf iit prearni 
to thf? ancirnf empire of the* Incas. The demigni against Chile Burners 
Ayi« iippfc*ar wholly ihwarttsl: & ihont? rounirii^s kdrig now on ihrir pwrd, 
cannot \n* iiilKiunl except by fortre* which wall furnish future iwciifiaiioii, 
when the uiurfwiiton here m fully orgartim'l & establimhed. 

That he h a very extraordinary mart there can Iw no dcmlii: but the firfree 
of iucc^ that he hm obtained il the ki^e, oriental flattery that he has 
mv^ from hm defienckmis here, have inflamed his anxirnt character almost 
to madnew. Were I to rttfieai to you some authentic ttnrcilriie# they wxaild 
seem incredible. An idea may fie fotmaed from the single fact that on his 
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birthday kiui week, when he compleaitxi his 43d year, taking fire at a toast 
that wm givtm at his own table, he declared himself a greater man than any 
which history has rts^*onk*ti. that not only the heroes of antiquity were infe- 
ricnir to him in*’lilK*ral ideas**,but Washington & Nfapolecm he had left much 
in the rear. His dwp dn-eption & huge scheme of usurpation have hitherto 
advanwl with prcKliglous siuTess; hb eminent talents & fortunate position 
might have Imen of the utmost imfKirtance to the advancement & prosperity 
cd South America; his immeasurable pride & ambition will I fear involve 
them in great confusion & calamity. 

Admiral iniinv who has lHH*n f<jr a long period umler arrest, tho* not in 
cTinlirienienf, i?» alKJUt having his rauwt* deri<led. Stune of the charges against 
him are his violent ads agrdntl wime of our veswls. He is a brave man who 
has nmderc'd rouHidcrable m“vices to the patriot caime, & finds himself with 
ruimtl birume ik health. Some of the charges against him will doubtleHS l>e 
provf*<l, but he prc»bably will not cimdemnetb 

We are yet without itny risTut intelligence from home, iSr are IcKiking for 
smne arrivals with anxiety. Since Derend^er we have no regular intelligenre 
Si know but little of our national affairs which are more tnleresting to us than 
any olfuTi*. For nearly eight months we luive only had a stniggling news-» 
or teller. l*o all the officers of our nation here, this want of mmmuni- 
aitkm m patiiful, Si extremely injurious to our mercantile interesls. I allude 
to ihi^ subjdi to reiterate in the most earneHt manner the exfmliency of es“ 
tablifs^hing a regular commimiration thro* the Isthmus, on which I liiive so 
frequently written, 

I pray you to riwive [eic.j. 

S. Am 0, Jd, I undemtand that the declarations of Espinosa, a Peru- 
viitn C’iipliiin who reveaderl the ccmppiracy, strongly commit some of the 
jHWinfi arrested ^ the avciwiik of Ntnivilca confirm them. But it t» said 
nothing iipjieari against NmK^hea. Arrests are still making. 


m 

Wilimm Tud^f, UniM Skties Consul ai Lima, ia Henry Chy, Secretary of 

State of the United States * 

(EXTiaACTl 

ConfidentuiL Lima, August 24, 1S26. 

Alxnit m fortnight since the departure of Gen. Bolivar for Colombia was 
mnnounoid ms inevitable, & varioui preparations were made as if it were cer- 

t MS. Cormdiur Lima, I. 
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tain. The several CfjrfKiratkmH of the City, were then dtrec^twl to come for* 
wartl, & t>etition him to remain. Among the mddresiies on thii a€c*i.fiiim that 
of the Dean & Chapter of the Cathnlral art* the most to the jkoiU : they 
of Ills’’empire'*, & of l*eing hin most ’’tlevotifd Hulijtxns**. One of the mamm* 
vers an thin tHX*aston & which gave him moHt pleafinre, is higlily rhararfer* 
istic of Lima. The latltt^ ac,Tording to private notificatitiiis mil rcmml were 
invited to meet at the {wlace at u*vvn in the evening of a clay in ilir last wrt*k, 
to inlreat the LitK*rtador not to almrulon Peru. Three y«»yrig girls drhvrmi 
him short addresses on this m*cai%itm, one of them a daiigtiler i4 Dr. t “iianiie. 
To thest* he* armwemi lliat he regretler! he rouUI not rrmain, itiai hr W4s«*ri» 
sihly allt^cled by their kindneiis, but that hh duty rallwl him to i olombb. 
tin thifi annwer, two or ihm* ladiefi whom! IniHlKinds are in plarr, r’^tlaimrd 
”he has mod nothing, he has not proi«im:*tl, he miiiit mu go", &. a gnirra! rry 
wm raim?d, "he tmmi not go'*: thorn* neiirrst to him thru raiighi him in ihrir 
arms, insistt,:tl that he should firontim* to stay. & with the rArr|iii«*ii of a %xiry 
few, aiKiut m*venty ladies luring prrmmt, the whole went fca'wanl to rmbrare 
htnu I le luiid it was tmfKmmble to remsl mi iinirh l«*auty & at Iran ion, & ihai 
he would stay. This like all siniilar m'enns was fireiiaritl as regularly aa any on 
a theatre. LvcTymtsleof adulation hanlnTU hrrrjhai it indiHr^ 

cult to practice any that dmm not apjH:*ar to him in^^ipkl: i}iii% Inm’rver was 
sufficiently high Peammed to Im* rrlishtsi, & it put him iit ihr iie«i r^iraords'" 
nary spiritii. He went round in ihr mcmt caniriams nuiiiiirr addi'ri%msi all 
the ladies, coriirary to his umta! pradice, but to one he s^iicl, them* wimh were 
all in jest, leaving her to nupimm* he still meant to go. 

Another ii<x*nc of more seeming rriofmmt, Init <|yite m easily imimigrtl, has 
Imm prcKfurctI on thb CMn»ion, Tfie rlwToral college of I anus, was run vrik«:l 
last wtti*k, aaTfitetl hii plan of a con it i tut ion, ik ek*r"ted him Prmidrni for life, 
which was a conditiciri of the acreptana*. In the prrambie In iliii art, as 
puliliilied in the /Vnani?, it m slated as a dedwve mmm in favour of this 
ronsttiulion, the vast prc^rmi made under it by Ikilsvia iwtirre it was 
adapted alHiut three morithi agoi. The elet^toral aillirgr of Lima coiimbtsrif 
alKiut 300 iiiendjcTS of whom, 70 were prewtl on itiiscKxaiaoii, niiifiy of iliero 
Indians of t!ie neighlMUirtng vi!tag». Two days iitdorrhafid the fwwfis as* 
sembknl, were verlwlly riolsktd to rii«t to appmt the rciiwtiiiiikifi-. At the 
minting ia*verat ofticeni were pnmrnt, who fmn^kged the tiusinrm thie imli* 
vidua! rew to say, that hr thought the article, dWranrhbiiig a ciii#eii who 
did not knciw how to write, wan at prmml harsfi (k premature. It was imme¬ 
diately inlirnatisl to him. if hr said more he would get into difliculiy; Ariother 
said, he thought it iinprojicf to fi^inclkiri a constiliitims without any drlitiera- 
liem &€. he was i%lm% sifrrimi by menactes from the officers pre^enl. The 
constitution was actually read over by one erf the Secretaries; wlitk this 
was doing a strip of containing these words PrgsMmli 

mtalkm y A ulurml** was diitributei, which wor«i» were to lie shciuled m texm 
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as the reatling was over. Many of those present would not know the mean¬ 
ing of this last word. The constitution was adoptetl by acclamation. The 
businesw was completetl l»y 2 o’clock i». m. but the electors were detained, 
none iHnng allowinl to go out, till seven o'clock, to give the appearance of time 
for dcHlJcration. In consequence of these proceedings, rejoicings were or¬ 
dered for three days. Bolivar wtid to O’iliggins after the re.sult was known, 
"now I am l%mf>erour.'‘ 'Flim* mnies recall to me, those I witnessed in 
Paris, when Nafadeon overturntnl the Directory, & made himself First Con¬ 
sul for life, KmjMjrour &c. &c. He is the nuKlel, & Bolivar imitates him as 
nearly as circumstances fKTmit, 

I calletl at the Palace two or three days since to visit Mr. Pando & the 
laljertatlor. The former sjiid to me, that by the act of the electoral college 
& (in.’l adopting the t‘(»nBtitution of Bolivar wSt electing him President for life, 
they hat! taken the l>e8t step for the wuntry, that elections of I’resident here, 
were impracticable, iffec. I toUl him that the general objection to that Consti¬ 
tution in my opinion was, that it rest'mbled u play written for a single actor of 
{K-truliar taletils; I knew mu how they could replace t k-n. Bolivar. That the 
idea of an empire from Panama to Cajw Horn was splendid, but it seemed to 
me too vast a scheme, (k would {>erjK!tuate war & interior struggles. He rc- 
plietl, that it was no longer a question of Chile cSt Buenos Ayres, that the 
union of Colombia & the tw«» Peru's was all that could l)e elTectetl, & that 
this would employ him twenty years to accomplish. 1 then called on Bolivar, 
expresmi my regrets that a slight imiis|K>silion had |}rcventefl my btnng 
present, when he retreivetl the latlies the other evening, & offerwl him my 
compliments on having securtsl their affections, to avoid any insincerity in 
congratulating him on the cloingH of the College. He wa.H in fine spirits & 
humour, Ik after a few minuttrs convenuition, it Iwing announced that the 
Cabildo had come to make him a congratulatory address, I rose to go. As he 
accomfjanUs] me out to give them a reception, he «iid, " I shall go to Colom- 
Wa.” And I {>re«ume his intention after having secured this matter here, 
which will give the lead to the other colleges: & having seen the anrested per¬ 
sons »c*nt out of the country, that he will go towards Colombia, where the 
state of affairs urgently retjuires his presence. 

A prwJileciion for republican governments a sympathy towards all those 
in favour of them, is I suppose natural to all Americans: It is however neces¬ 
sary to admit, that Peru is singularly destitute of the requisite character for 
sustaining an elective republic. The Spaniards & their adherents held all 
the offices in the amntry; & these being all dead or banished, few men cap¬ 
able of any branch of administration remain. Most of the leading men are 
monarchists, & persons who had so long lived under the double oppression of 
Spanish ajlonial government & the Inquisition, could hardly be expccteri to 
have any republican ideas or habits. The most that could have been done in 

*(,A 
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monarchical spirit, preparing the people gradually for the unbiawietl exercise 
of the elective franchise & other civil duties. Had (ien. Bolivar been gov¬ 
erned by that virtuous ambition, which the world in conformity to his pro¬ 
testations of disinterestedness had given him creilit for, such a system might 
have been safely commenced in Beru. There were several individuals of 
fine talents &. pure character, & popular in the aiuntry, who would have been 
adetjuate to its administration. Marshal La Mar, the (‘anon Luna I'Uarro, 
('aunt de Vista Florida, (knierals Necochea, Alvarado & others were of ihi* 
class. These individuals arc all of irreproachable character, i& their probity 
is proved by their jKiverty: it is indetsf a grateful relletttion. that the purest ik 
most enlightened men in Bent are all republicans. 

There can l>e little doubt that the anient character of Bolivar, which pro- 
ducwl such heroic constancy in the extraonlinury vicissitutlea of his early 
career made him early conceive the vast scheme of ambition which is now 
developing. His 8U[>eriority (»f talent Ik energy of will miucttl all hi» r«»n- 
fetleratcs to subalterns, reatly to follow & olK'y all his directions. Several of 
them long since wishetl him to assume the title of monarch, for whic h (Jen. 
Baez has always Ixicn most strenuous, which he frowntsl ujKin with simulate*! 
anger, iKu’ause it was premature. His solemn, reiterate*!, & vehement 
Uistations of disinterestetinesa, deceive*! the wt>rld, w!>ile he was taking every 
measure tostx’ure that rt*sult which is now manifest. From the first moment 
of his c{)ming to Bern, his *)hject was to humiliate the Beruvian Army: i* 4 : a* 
«Km as tlie war was terminated in Ayacurht*. send it *>ut of the *’o«ntry, t»r 
clistrihule it in such small detachments, that its chiefs hat! no supixirf & the 
troops no heat!. His afTecte*! luirrour of the dictatorship, his cotitemptuous 
refusal of the millions oilerinl him, his tleclariUion that lie would not take a 
grain of sand from Bern, all contrihuttKl to deceive the world, while he was 
pre{>aring to make himself master of the country, & form Stnith ,\merira into 
one empire. 

There i.s a glare alxtut such lofty projects that dazzleit the work!; and the 
admiration that is excite*! as in the case of Najmleon, prevents a calm S: just 
eatimati*in of such unprincipled usurpation. The egotism of Htdivar like 
that of his model, inflamed by success makes him consider mankind as mere 
ciieciuers to lie moved at will in the game of his aggrandizement. If the end is 
to justify the means; it will rarely have a hanier task. In rotrst of the meas¬ 
ures taken to secure his jxiwer in Beru, & especially in the recent arrest of so 
many distinguished individuals, who are to be ruined & banished merely for 
precaution, all the rights & feelings of men have been trampled upon, with a 
violence never surpassed. 

In the 8ele(N;ion of the victims of these measures, Buenos Ayres & C'hile 
will see a most offensive step against themselves; since being a native of 
either of those States is a sufficient reason for preweription. Bendas the 
intrigues openly carried on against both, to distract their wundb, &. divide 
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their province*, as in the atae of C’hiU>e & Salta, would be a just motive for a 
declaration of war. It is impo^ible too that those countries should not see 
that his views extend to including them under his dominion; & whenever that 
is tolerably established here; that he will direct his arms against them; & that 
course is preixtred by continual insults against their system of government. 
His ambition will leatl to endless wars, & the prosperity of these unpeopled 
countries will l>e arrested by its ravages on their population: & their resources 
exhausted by the enormous expcnces that will be required. His hatred of a 
federal system, the exiatentx: of which in adjoining states will disprove the al- 
iedged impracticability of a republic in these countries, may afterwards lead 
him to hcwtilities against (Guatemala & Mexico; so that with all his restless, 
military ambition, he nml fear no want of occupation for the rest of his 
life. 

Hostile operations much more justifiable, & which the fatal ignorance iSt 
olMtinacy of Sjuiin render inevitable, will previously be directed against t'uba 
& I’uerto Rico, (ieneral I’erex was complaining to me a few days since, that 
the government of the 1 S. had delayed their movements against Cuba more 
than eight months, but that they had 8000 men in readiness in Colombia, & 
the first «tei> after their arrival would I>c to invade (*uba. C>en. Bolivar in 
private conversation lately declared, that when he had driven the Spaniards 
from that island, that he would lead an army to Sjmin, & make peace in 
Madrki; one of tlite«j quixotic extravagances that he oi;caaionally discovers. 
This la not a solitary instance; some months since at a Bupi>er in Arequipa, at 
which were present upwards of twenty persons, after the champagne had 
cirttulatcd |>retly freely, talking of the character of Napoleon, he said, if he 
had lawn in hisuituiition, he would have conquered all Europe without diffi¬ 
culty. Some one remarketl that he would have found an obstacle in England, 
perhaps it might have been so, he said, & then jumping on the table & kicking 
about the bottiesd; glasses, he exclaimed in this manner I would have marched 
over France ^8: Spain. You will excuse the mention of such private anecdotes 
as this, but they are illustrative of his character; & history will record of him 
some acta of madness like those of Alexander in Persepolis or Napoleon in 
Ruwa. 

This ill regulated ambition which may involve South America in long 
scenes of confusion, is to be so much more deeply regretted, as his talents an<i 
enlightened \dew», would have contributed to their rapid advancement: and 
if he had realised the disinterested character to which he pretended, the 
weight & influeru^ of his name would have made him an invaluable u mpire in 
all cates of difficulty. He is a friend to emigration of which these unpeopled 
countries are so much in want; he is the protector of foreigners (with the 
FODent exception before mentioned); & is anxious to proceed as fast as possible, 
in getting lid of the idle & dis^slute monks, who formerly overran these coun¬ 
tries, & stiU hold immense possessions; & he is the declared friend of religious 
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toleration. If with these sound & liberal views he had dirccteil his energy to 
developing the resources of these countries, tf) establishing great public works 
such as that of steam navigation on the coast of the Pacific, Sc a canal acrtws 
the Isthmus, he would have obtained the most extensive & r»i‘rmancnl repu¬ 
tation as the great benefactor of his country. But ntilitary glory is his pre¬ 
dominant liUHsion, conquest & extensive empire his aim; & even if he escajjes 
all the casualties which are incident to such a aireer, he will at last lx? only a 
brilliant, military usurper, to be cursed by the present generation, I'fe add an¬ 
other to the list of military madmen. 

(If the results of the first session of the ('ongress of Panama, I neeci siiy 
little, as the details will reach you much sooner from that quarter. I he de¬ 
mand for the reunion of Guayaquil & Quito was made by the Peruvian 
defiuties by orders from hence. Both thf)se provinces which are extremely 
jealous of each other, are it is siiid in favour of a fetleral system; would 
prefer being united to I’eru, as their junction with ('olombia was an arbitrary 
act of Bolivar, & extremely inconvenient to their interests. Some of the 
nteasures of the ('ongress have caused great vexation & elisapfsiintinent here: 
it was the intention to have transferred its set^ions to this city. *I'he re¬ 
moval to Mexico shews the jealousy enterbiined by that rejnjblic Sc (mate- 
mala of Bolivar's plans: ('hilc & Buenos .Ayres will now sent! their de{iutie» to 
it, Sc all these states will join in opfxising the influence of the 1 delator. His 
ambition may therefore tend to defeat the utility of a t'angress, of which he 
was tlie authour, the idea of which justly increased his reputation. Sc whose 
measures might have Iretai numt salutary if not made sttlrservient to hi* 
()tT8onal ambition. 

A new system of taxation has just bwn promulgatetl, which will yield a 
large revenue if it can In* enforcerl. It is a tax ujkhi industry applie«l to all 
classes of dealers Sc carriers. The first cla8.H of merchants pay 5 (k» # annually, 
Sc others in gradation, it is by no means excessive on the princijml mrrchanw 
tS: shopkeepers, but falls heavy on the others. In Lima it will meet with no 
resistance, where every measure of government however oppremive s« always 
received with apparent subservience, & secret murmur*. In the tnlerior it 
may cause some trouble to enforce it. But the state of the fmana*» rt^iuirw 
taxes; credit is extinct, <S the expences are daily increasing, while the revenue 
is diminishing. 

Marshal Santa Cruz has returned from the interior, after having repranwl 
the mutiny that had taken place. He is President of the Council of C*ovem- 
ment, & commander in C'hicf of the army and navy: titles given him to secure 
his acquiescence for the present: to be thrown aside when measures are ma¬ 
tured. As soon as the Constitution is adopted in Peru, Bolivia will be united 
with it, & probably the whole assume this name, Sucre remaining at the head 
as Vice President under Bolivar. It is however pretty well understood that 
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be succmled by that of Kmfjerour, & the creation of nobility to support the 
new dynasty. 

This jKjlitical «4X)«tacy has naturally made the adherents of the Libertador, 
a little ashame*! of meeting Americans, after so many professions of public 
virtue, & the pretendeti imitation of Washington. Gen. Bolivar in an allu- 
«on to some of my amntrymen Ik myself, asked lately, "how they in the 
Merced jxtV) liked these 8te|>8,'’& added "let them kick against them;'twill be 
in vain," Personally in my intercourse with him, he is always polite & af¬ 
fable: tho’ at the last dinner at the palace he talked a little al me. I was 
sitting with him in an inner rtnim. Gen. O'Higgins & one or two of the 
Ministers l>eing present, & he addresscxl himself to me, in declaring the im- 
jKwibility of an cU*ctive govenunent in Peru: that such a system might 
do in the I'niUsl Stattsi, or even in England, but was utterly impracti¬ 
cable here: that no man in fKj»»e8.sion of jxiwer would resign it, that none l>ut 
a hero was rajwhle of such disinterestedness, that eternal struggles & factions 
would ensue. This was at a time of great e.'ccitemcnt during the late panic, &. 
where there were more guartls than guests. Of course I avoided any dispute 
on genenil prind{>les, & turned the conversation by some anecdotes of 
American ^ 4 : English elections. 

The shtK'ks he will rweive from the opinions in the U. S. relative to the 
vmtmf he has taken, & the criticisms that will lx pronounced on his scheme of 
a ctsnstifution td which he is vain to a degrtx of infatuation, will if my antic- 
ifeuinnsare wcdl founded, serve to irritate him deeply: & like NafKdeon he 
will naturally feel a m’ret hatred for those, wlnnse ainsisicnt patriotism is a 
silent but |xTjH*tual repnwch to him. How this enmity may lx shewn I 
know not: Inii as hi.s chief reliance for conciliating the lilxral party through¬ 
out the world, is founded on his enfranchisement of Itis own slaves & his un- 
spiiring demmdatton of slavery, it is on thin [X)int that he may secretly assail 
us. How far he may cherish a feeling of hostility & to what extent he may 
carry it, I do not undertake to judge: St this is too dclirate a matter to do 
mc»rc than make this suggestion of its Ixtaring on a tremendous topic, which 
in daily assuming a more dangerous aspect, & I am persuaded will require the 
most serious attention. 
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WUliam Tudor, IfnUed Siaks Consul al Lima, to Henry Clay, Seeretary of 
Siak of the United States * 

(KjintAtTl 

Confident ill I. l.IMA, Tim-ember tSs6. 

The acceptance of (len. liolivar'a constitution, and chtKi«ing him fVmdeni. 
has been effected in all the provinces under the immediate itw|>rction of ^ 
military officer. This fart* seems to have been iierfornut! every where with 
the same forma & the same indifference: & next month the oath i» to be takwi 
to this Constitution: if he aucceetls in bringing Colombia to the wnte rwuli. 
"the Consulate for life" will then Ik* fully rstablishetl, & the KmjKre will W. 
low of course, & measures proseruttxi to exieml its advaintages to Chile & 
Bueno# Ayres, with rwpw t to which latter country rs|*et*ially tien. Sucre i» 
inctssuantly intriguing to tii»memlK*r its provinces Ik gain them to hi» «de. 
The intentions towards the Brawls will {«• manifesterl afterwards; in the 
mean time preparation# are in progress already; the rrefwt of Jutiin has 
liefn occupied thisseawm, inufK'ninga military rtitid from Taritui to the terri¬ 
tory occupied hy the imlepemlent Indians; the rntnive is «iid i<» Ik* f«r llw 
transjxirtation of timt>er& ludt for the use of the mines; hut the real **h}ctt to 
establish jxistson the Murafkin, with the justifiable end of rcf **vcring terri¬ 
tory, which the Portugese thro' the carelessness cf the Court of S|»ain for¬ 
merly invad«l ffe retained to the inconvenience of JVru. Once cstaldidwtl m 
the navigable waters of the Marafton an inspection of the map will gukJr 
conjectures as to future ajnsetjuenre*. 

Marshal Siinta Crug told me that their army now consisted i»( 11,««»ntrn. 
& tho' they were taking recruit# in some plat*#, they were dist harging sokikts 
every day. Almut 4000 of these trtK>{» are in Lima,& in no capital in Kurt^w 
have I ever seen trtxrjw with a mttre soldierlike a{>j>earaotr. well & even 
elegantly dressetl; & the panideof military bands, the atiendancr of guard* 
&c. give an imposing aspect. Santa Cru* has matle himself pojnitar, & th» 
i# the only instance, with the cxcejition of lai Mar, that I have known td any 
individual in the government, since my residence here. 

In spite of the military expence# & the eml>ara»ment of their ftoance*. the 
country i# recovering from the state of ruin that was caused by the profliple. 
atrodou# manner in which the war was waged. The vast amount df t'hurch 
property that will be at the disposal of the government, ^ the immense 
wealth contained in their mines will relieve them whenever they wrganire a 
wise, financial administration. The aspect of the capital improves every 
month, & the valuable estates, on the coa»t that have suffered so severdy 
are again becouung productive. The produce di the mine* may be taitiroated 
at 2,000,000 $ the present year, St will prohatbly be douWed the next. 

• MS. CtKwuJar I.«i*rw bhaa, I. 
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The President Santa C'ruz has conversed with me on the subject of sending 
three of his nephews who are under his protection to the U. S. for education 
which he sMiys he prefers to sending them to h'urof)€, as he wishes they may 
have an American & not l''uro()ean sympathy. 1 Je wished to have them go 
by tile Frigate U. S. (k I advised ('om. Hull to take them. The point is not 
entirety settled & I have promised him some further information relative 
to schtxds &'c. His wish is that they should receive the best education to 
fit them for any career. I told him that one of the lK*8t schtmls existing in 
any country was our National Academy at Wt^at Point. That I had no 
doubt the President would Ik* di8{xi»t*<l, if it was in his f>owcr to place them 
in that establishment; but that the reputation of the schex)! made the appli¬ 
cations so numerous that many jmrents were diwipjKJinteti in the wish of 
luiving their sons there. I coukl not sayhow far the President’s discretionary 
{K»wer might extetul, but I hatl no doubt if it was sufficient he would give 
an onler for their admission. I ho{K* I have not iK'cn indiscTcct in 8i>eaking 
in this measured manner, but it mnnns to me gfKxl iKilicy to encourage the 
sentling cif a few of their young men to our country, to maintain hereafter 
our share of influence with the rising generation of Peru. Several have lietm 
sient to England, it the Erench are constantly making efTorts to have Imys 
5*ent to Erance for cxlucation. The last French vessel of war that rclurnetl 
to EurofK* tcKik seven; it a slmip of war alsmt returning has made the offer to 
take any more free of cx[K;nce. These will all Vk^ formed by the Jesuits of 
that country, it as far as fKissible will lie imbucrl with antiliberal opinions 
religious it jKilitical. It is our duty on loftier grountls even than those of 
national jH>liey to counteract these efforts, & assist in prcxlucing examples of 
more lilH*ral instruction. 

Siinta (Vu/. is not a married man Sc these youths who ap[>ear intelligent 
will probably have his patronage to advance them in the service of Peru, 

A French Agent is tlaily ex{)ecte<i here, under the name of Inspector 
CJeneral, with a large salary but with mysterious crerientials. He will not 
Ik! receivetl if he dot» not bring dottuments in the accustomed form. The 
English C'onsul is engaged in making a commercial treaty which proceeds 
slowly. I was told last week hy the ICnglish commander on this station, that 
he thought all their shtiw except two sloops of war would be recalled, as it 
was refKirted ortlera had been given to that effect. The French have only 
two corvettes here. There is now no appearance of occupation for any 
squatlron in protecting commerce, except privateers should be fitted out 
from Manilla, which has been talked of as probable: all ve^ls would be 
exposed to their violence, if there were no foreign ships of war to protect 
them; should the Ciovernor of that island act on the principles, that (icneral 
told me governed him, in his command here, which was (without any ref¬ 
erence to events) to consider the laws of the Indies as still in force. 

Sin(^ the departure of Gen. Bolivar the government consists of Marshal 
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Santa C'ruz President, Mr. Pamio Minister of Exterior St Interior Relation 
C»en. Herea Minister of War & Murine, & Mr. lairrea Minister of Finatue. 
ecclesiastical affairs, & all power is in their hands. 

I have the honor (etc.). 


996 

Wittiam Tudor, UniUtd StaUs Consul ai Lima, to Henry Cky, Seeretary t 

Stak of tile United States ' 

(RXrHACTl 

Confidential. Fima, January iSjy. 

Sir: Referring to the inclosed letters & atpies for infurniatimj on the topic 
to which they relate, I have now the htrnor to add a few conficientiul r< 
marks on the political state of things here. 

All eyes are turned towards the North, tt> see the result of Holiv.ir‘» relur 
to Bogota, (len. Ssmtander wrote by the lust ix»it to t Icn. luiru Mying, ihu 
the meeting with Bolivar would l>e the most trying thiy of his life. If th 
administration in Colombia l>c not overwhelmed by the first vehemence c 
the usurper, if they can nuiintain their jrrinciples with firmnrM f»»r only 
few days, his attempts against the constitution of his own country must b 
abandoned, & they will then Ite ended here c»f course. 'I he rumour* 1*4: ap 
fiearanccs of some change arc Irmiming every day iwirr prevalent; the di» 
content among the Colomltlan troojw Ixcth here i*!' in rp{XT iVrti i» coti 
stantly increasing; & it is said that Cen. Sucre has written here to wy, ihu 
he can no longer contain {riej the troojw, & that a part of thetn must !«• sen 
home. 

I have reason to Indieve from wh,at 1 have heard conlidentially that C*eii 
Santa Cruz is taking stefrs to secure the Presidency of the Republic fi»r him 
self; Si that as scxin as he am prepiire a sufficient mimlwr of {r;irtiKmN ti 
prevent opfMwiiion, he will order a C'ongre*® to take the affairs of the countr 
into consideration. Several of the Colomlnan offietTs recently ntade . 
proixjsition to a friend of Cen. lai Mar, to make a dechtration in his favour 
but this was discouraged, as it was well known that I or Mar would neve 
give a moment's muntenance to any intrigue or faction; altho' he would com 
forward to taike the Presidency of the Republic, if delilrerutely catlled ujxJi 
by the unbiassed voice of the anmlry. I have heard from him lately, ^4; an 
rejoiced to find that his health & spirits are improveri. It is a ciraracterisli 
anecdote, that when he calltxl on fieri. Bolivar on his jiaiwige thro* (luaya 
quil, the latter naked him, what he shouUl do with Pae«. March again* 

’ MS, Consular I.etteni, laraa, I. 
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him & shtxtt him—was the answer significant enough to the person who was 
the autiior of all his niovetnents. 

I luuanl it as a mere conjecture, that within a short period, especially if 
the news from C’olombia continue in the same tone, that Santa Cruz will 
ortler the aiMiembling of a Congress, and may perhaps obtain the election of 
i’rcddent, tho' I think & hajMi for the prosperity of Peru, that La Mar will 
at no distant period be called ufxin to preside over it. 


m 

WiUmm Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the United States ‘ 

(‘onfidcntial. Lima, February 3,1827. 

Sir: If my letters written during the last two months should have reached 
you, the events which I have now the honor to communicate will not be 
unest fleeted. 

On the 26th ull® the fXHiple of Lima were surprized to find that the Co¬ 
lombian troops now here, had occupied the great stfuarc at daylight, & sen¬ 
tries at all mrners firevented every one from entering it. There was the 
most jx'rfcct trantjuilUiy & ortler, which has indeed been uninterrupted, & 
cm that day only, the shops were shut & business suspended. It was soon 
known, that a majority of the officers, the senior of whom, & present com- 
nj.inder of the IrcKips, is Lt. Colonel Bustamante, had arrestetl their two 
( '.rnerals laira & Sands (laintlo?) tk five Colonels; & so completely was the 
liusinesti exmited, that they were all arrcsltH:! in their beds without opposi¬ 
tion: & hitherto this revolution has not cost a drop of blood. As a part of 
the Castles of Callao had tx-'cn occufiied the evening before, to receive the 
prisoners, at lo o’clock, these offia*r« & a few others of subaltern rank, were 
sent prisoners to the Castles; & the troops were then marched to their re- 
sfx*ctive quarters. 

(kmeral Santa Cruz with the Ministers Larrea & Heres had been for a 
fortnight preceding at Chorrillos for the purpose of sea bathing and amuse- 
rnttnt. Mr. Pando Minister of Foreign Affairs alone remained in the city; 

early in the morning having been refused by the sentries leave to pass to 
the Palace, immediately went to Chorrillos: the archbishop elect, a servile 
adherent of Gen. Bolivar in great alarm took the same direction. 

Early in the morning the Colombian commander Bustamante, sent a 
mt»sage to Gen. Santa Cruz, to request him to return to Lima, & take care of 
the public security; that the steps they had taken concerned only themselves 

^ MS. Consular Uma» L 
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& their country: that they had Iwn obligeil by lltrir nfiirrfii pim’rar t 
Bolivian Confilitutifin which they al^iiirrtl; & that they iiiid Iw-t-n rornfic*!l 
by their duty to their ccnmfry, & fkleliiy lu ft* |}ii 

chiefs, whc3 would In* imrmtliairly hoiiie* & that ihry wail i 

orders of their government: that they would fi«u lit^ made flir 
enshnang Fern, that they deciined iilmitiilrly all iiitrrfrrriMr miili kn 
rnent, but they would lend their aid at all liiiirfi* to ilir fnif-^ 

tram|uillity. 

Simla Vritz & his mirii^iers w-rrr ronfouiitlc^l by tiii» r%rm, & 
iilarnu*<l at the conmiuenrrs whitii miglif fo!!t*w\ I hrv ifirt! i, | 4 j 

to extriratr themwdvrs from ihrir tlrsfie'rafr muatum, bin all m v^uii, 
Santa C who had Ihth f|ii}Se ill. by hi^ tir^siaimg. iifiiid «imtlm i win-t 

ing Innwetm the (‘ounrilsof liis Mini%irri»i^’ ilir voitr t 4 ilir iiiiidit, #}iri 

himiMdf inadeciuatr for siitli a crisis. I1ir lirpi lia^ lir atUaiMrd lialf may 
the dly. and fho* his guaril «»f honor. irUaii 40 wrir hitii, w 

prevented by his Miniwirrs friun riutiiiig to ilir 1 nv 

You will imnmliatrly supfMiM" that this iiMivritirni madr to «.tfiMi 
with some «»f the princifial Peruvian jfeiirioti%. who itMik ihrir uiraniirri^ 
conm|Uenrt% iho* wilfi an a|ialhy rliaracirri^iu of thir^ iisnid |sr-<i|i|r. f! 
on S^iturthiy the 2Jlh an a|s«m i^ahkh was lirld U* W'liu ls ilir mir^ fi 

to all the ciditrns. Ii was one of the moiisinnis arbiiiaiy ll 

all the rnunictpaliiirs w^err silrnlly r^^iingtiidirtl l#y ihr t'oie-aiftiipin 
Bolivtir, llie C*ahilc|o litnng rrassi'mtilrd. r**iisidrirfl ihrmM4%r?i ihr rt 
rewrUativTii of the fieople, ^ fiasm^d rrriaiit fr-Mjliiiiofm smiting s.4ti«4 C> 
to come to Lima & an m Frrsidrril mimmtd ihr Fr|iiiblir, nil 4 
(Vmgrt^s with full fKiwerii roiild tie nsl!«! : iliai ilir sniiii^ivr 
should Im* alMiliuhtd: the former Lonniiiiiiitin in fimr. dial 4 |ii<«bitiiaii 
aiUirig a i\mgrvm should lie iiiinmlkiely made* iliai hr afifMn 

hisowm Ministers.disftiisiiingliowwrr llir prrmml l!r laciily arrr}i! 

lhesi=» rofiditsoits, came Ic3 Lima almyi jr oVIuck. & tfir i»r%i day k'nlaiirfr w 
apiMiinii^tl Minister in phirr of Famlo, %1 Hakwr in pLirr of jlrirn, who ll 
in a rancK^ from (‘horrifkw, to itie Frrnrti brig *4 war iii Lalhoi Hay. lain 
continuefi Minister fsf firiimrr, liul for a few diiy-i^ only. 

On the ^oth tlie arrmlt^l Lolomtiian oflirrrn s^idwl with a guard of ihi 
ik 40 men for St. Buena Ventura* on thrsr way to fli^ota. 1111 1 
3l»t Santa Vmz mm still under the inHurnrr of fii^ foriiirr it si 

»crelly conreiving plans of eifec'aiie. But when tir diM«wrrr«l 
to one of the (Generals, that he ihouitif cif goirig in ptii hiiiisrlf ai ilir hrad 
the Peruvian tfCKifm under C erdtilii at jayfa* tliry loftf him frankly itial 
knew nothing of his situation: that ihope inwips WTrr in fiici ariing in fav« 
of their country: & that he must folktw the putitir vmvr M mn stir fn 
Lima or he would Iw ruin«b He then drlrrniinwl u$ aci in tiarniony mi 
the public feelings & to ap|>rHnl new rliirfs fur itir iriMip^ wliirh are tm t 
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murrli fi>r tht* capital. Tlicir arrival is Ux>ked for with some anxiety, as the 
«U«cipline of the (.'oltiinbian trtxijwi already relaxed by their long & idle 
residence in this city, has lxH*n inevitably very considerably impaired by the 
recent tran>uu:ficin». They have lxH*n marched to various villages, around 
the t'ity, i*fe their officers are incesMntly engagtxl in restoring subordination. 
Imleesl the eumluci of these t'olombian otficers whatever may Ixj the result 
t«i them of the isxnnenioUH rexjKinsibility they have incurred, has been in- 
ducerl by the fjobleti prineijile.'* of {wtriuiism & fidelity to their country, & 
the address vigour with which they have actwl is atimirable. 

Anxjug the f>afK*r» t»f Kara, they found many most interesting letters 
from Bolivar, Sucre 1*4 <»tlier (lenerals, & which throw very considerable 
light tm the rlexigns of the former, will lx; a fxrwcrful ai<l to Santander in 
his effort* ts» jireserve the C onstitution of l olombia, against the deep & 
ifeacherous designs of the I'surfHT. 

By the letters of Sm rr, it ap|x*ar» that his situation was nearly dt‘a[KTate, 
A that he c«nihl with the greatest difficulty restrain the irtxifw; ik in the 
opinion of the infonmcl {htsoiih, the inoment he hears of these events 
fie must at oiue march his army to the Intermeiiios S embark for Colombia; 
ihw who are acipiainteil with his army »ay, he will lx* forcwl to do this, not 
tally by the tfiM tinleiil of his Ircxifw, but by the sujxrrior olliccrs, who in his 
army arc all litx'fals. 

Then* is another txrl of iUx*umentH of the most interesting description, 
rrsjieriing whit h there i» much anxiety, & every jirecuution has l>ecn taken 
It* get ftowsaion of them; dt the knowletlge of whose existence luistencil a 
hitle itieii*; movements. I ara the late commander in chief of the Colombian 
is a brave stihlier, but an ignorant, stujiid man, with few ideas above 
ihcjwe of a fiergeant. filletl to olxry blindly all Bolivar’s orders, at the 
teiinc time disgusted with the arduous situation in which he found himself. 
By the last mail from Bogota, which arrivtxl on the 20th ullo. he received a 
jfUer from tk-n. Salom, who wrote him by order of Bolivar that in a few 
iliys an tifticcr would l»e sent with datjKitches: that tlie directions from the 
govrrnntenl he must disregartl, but comfily immediately & exactly with the 
orders he woukt receive from Bolivar himwlf; who would write confidentially 
by the natttr opjxrriunity to Santa Crur. & to Sucre. laira had the indis¬ 
cretion to mention this information to a (leneral of fiatriot principles. Th^ 
alarming & raywtertrms hints made it necewtry to lose no time in executing 
the rwcitf me^waires. If tfiese di*stKitches can be obtained, they must un- 
maitk Bolivar bt»yi»nd the }x>»ibility of further deception, master as he is 
iof| that art. 

At present he apjrears to Ire attempting to deceive the government at 
Ik^ita; where in answer to our Chatgf’d'Affaires, he has held the same 
language, which he used to me & other Americans two years ago; but which 
ha* l>«n for some time abandoned, as for many months past, Napoleon has 
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been openly & exclusively acliniml iv tiiken as a nitMlcl for imitation. He 
wrote to Lara, that he shoultl after {lacifying Venezuela, n-lire to his haders*!,! 
from which "nobotly nolKKly noliotly should withdraw him." Some fn'rw*}** 
think he will remain at home, till his .agents can st) far distract the pr«»vificr* 
as to oblige them in desiieration, to give him the Hirtatorship: others m- 
that he will return here from the Isthmus, to enter u|K»n his entpire, whn h 
with the two Pern's, (’luayaquil & Quito complet<*H l>r. rn.niue'» plan »rf 
giving him the ancient limits of the Incas; & that he will leave his agents to 
drive Colombia into joining him. With restR'ct to the preiiM- form & esirut 
of his meditated empire, it is of course difficult to get exact inft*fmation. ln»t 
it is said, that confidential revelations {Nirtly from him. & {Mrtly from hi* 
Secretary, Gen. Perez to one of the Ministers in Panama, gave the (oiUwing 
general outline. North America to Ikj txxupieti hy two grrat repiihhcs. the 
U. S. & Mexico; & South America by two great em[»irt», for which f iuate 
mala, Colombia, the two Peru's, Chile & Iluenmi Ayres wouUI coiwtiiufe c.«r 
for Bolivar, the other formed hy the Brazils. 

The events that have taken jdace here the week, will tth.itier tin# 
extravagant project to pieces. The army here is lost to him, Sucrr t« pre¬ 
serve his division must evacuate; & when the firovimes of I pjtrr Peru .we 
left to themselves the name & constitution will l»e annulinf HueiH» Ayrr* 
will be relieved from her most dangennis enemy, wh««s intrigue* were th»- 
tracting her provinces & councils: & making f>rt?iMralioi}» to carry on ofsen 
war, for which purpose 3000 muskets & 500 tjlls. of jxiwtler were wmt from 
hence a few weeks since. The Emperour of the Brazil* having k*i hi* secret 
ally, will now be more willing to make {leace; in nfrnrt all the State*, of Smith 
America, have escaped from the projects of a wiki unprinciplw! iimlwlkm, 
whose professed plan was that of a military desfKitism, which at the 
would have only lasted during the life of its projector, have involvetl them 
in a long series of disasters. 

A proclamation has been issued for awembling a Congre** the first df 
May. Dr. Luna Pizarro has been recalled, & I forwarrfetf to him larlay the 
decrees & letters for his return. I have urgetl his immeefiate ctiining: hr is 
the moat enlightened, the most liberal, the purest of the rmivian fwiriots. 
& the most versed in all constitutional matters. Alt Imik iqi to him a 
directing mind. Ia Mar also, with whom he is in the? strictwit friemfship, 
will without doubt be elected to the presidency, St umlcr the direction of these 
two men Peru may hope for prosperity & happini*, & the adjoining Htaie* 
for honest neighbours. 

The hope that Bolivar's schemes are now efiectuatly destroyed is a mw»i 
consoling one. Nor is it alone a matter of fefidtatimi, a* regard* Soush 
America, rescued from a military despotism, & project* of insatiable am¬ 
bition, that would have consumed all their resources; but the H. S. too am 
relieved from a future dangerous enemy. I have taken comuderabk pains 
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to the chjiracter A views of Bolivar, «S have had some advantages for 
thi* puriMise, h.**i he sut*eetHit*ti, 1 am {K-Tsuadecl we should have felt his 
animosity, if asked, in what manner? -I should answer with a few brief 
alltuttons. 

Hi» character i» artlent, vehement, arrogant: his jKissions uncontrollable 
^ resirainetl by nti j»rinci|ile public or private: with frequent sallies of 
frankness or rather intliscretion. he is cajHible of the mf>8t profound, solemn 
hyfMirrisy. fie cotiwlers wortb as conveying no obligation, but wholly 
»utK»rtlitiatc in whatever sha{H* or proft:smi<m, to promoting his designs. The 
tlmw against Spanish merchatnli/a', of which you & the English government 
so justly cumplniniHi is an instance of his desjxjiic arrogance; that was die* 
late*! frotn fnatco, a« one of more celebrity from Milan, & iho' the bearing of 
the ft*rmrr wa» not tpiite esieriHive, as that of the latter, the spirit of both 
was the Thj.H was iwiietl without any regard to the laws or rights of 

naimn#, iS was twni to tfie Ablrf* de I’radt to dimiurse ujjon in the same pam¬ 
phlet with the I'tmgrew* *»{ Eartiima. Ktir a lime it was his object to flatter 
m, ik bold up our institutions & isitriots as mcKlels; but his sinister abandon¬ 
ment ol fjcith, engemters a natural hatretl to objects which are a f>erpelual 
refm»aeh to him, Hk his ifasi'ible dis^xwition is one to seek to revenge itself for 
the dirtible humiliation which his own hollow professions & the sarcasms of 
the world will entail ufxm him. t'onsider then, that his chief reliance to 
retlecm himwlf with the litieral jwriy in the world, is his hatred—his pro- 
M ri{iii*»n of slavery. Rcatl his inflammatory tirade against it in the preface 
to his Romlesscript constitution: take into mind, that the losses & ruin con- 
»«tjurnl on emancitiation have taken place, & that the system is irretrievable, 
in llmw ernintries: fwar in mind that his soldiers & many of his oflicers are of 
African mixture, St that they & all others of that class will hereafter have a 
natural feeling against all who make this a plea for degradation: look at 
Hayti now, & at I'uba (inevitably) a short [time] hence, & at the infallible 
tuia’eiw of the English almlitionists: calculate the census of our slaves in 1830: 
filwerve the confine* of black, triumphant liljerty, St of black, sullen slavery, 
St bow many day* or hours sail they are from each other: reflect that every 
age ba» it* sj^rit as strongly marked as the current of a river, & that moral 
gravitation in our times is as irremstible as physical, & that if in one period 
it was the ermsades & in another discovery, that in ours it is the assertion of 
jwimmal rights & the abre^ation of slavery & further, that from various 
motive*, wry opposite panic* in Europe will gladly »ee "this question tried 
in our amntry:" and then without adducing further motives, judge whether 
the "Madman" of Colombia could & would have annoyed us. Alasl Sir, 
thi* i* a subject wIkjsc danger* are not limited to fears of him, but which it is 
not my bu«ine« to tiwell upon. 

I have been agreably interrupted in thi* last paragraph by a long visit from 
Gen. (Hero; he has told me that the Peruvian troops will reach here on the 
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5th, & that he is named to command one division & Aparicio the other. 
Many things are in the press, & public opinion will be heard when they feel 
safe with the protection of these troops. In conversing on the character of 
Pando, the late Minister of Foreign Affairs, who was particularly valuable 
from his knowledge of official routine, but has drawn upon himself a very 
general hatred, I found him fully impressed with the general opinion, that he 
was not only the willing agent, but the authour of many of the violent perse¬ 
cutions that have taken place; & cited in confirmation, a speech of Bolivar’s 
at Guayaquil, who, when he was asked if he did not fear some alteration of 
affairs in his absence, replied: ‘‘0 no! I have left Pando in office who is a sav¬ 
age, a tiger, who will sooner drown his country in blood, than see the slightest 
change; his character is so violent that he almost made me afraid of him.” 
This is one of innumerable specimens of the practice of Bolivar, which seems 
systematic, to degrade all those who serve him, in the opinion of the public, 
so that they may have no support but himself & be therefore wholly de¬ 
pendent. 

One fortunate circumstance arises from these events, a greater dislike of a 
standing army, as even those who made use of it, see themselves at the mercy 
of its caprice. I had the pleasure to hear Gen. Aparicio say, we have no need 
of any army, & the first thing we have to do is to burn all our uniforms. The 
army is now iiooo men, probably the Congress will reduce these to 2000. 
They will then be able to pay the interest of their foreign debt, & gradually 
recover their credit, & relieve their finances. 

A circumstance which has occurred after writing thus far, has induced me 
to increase this already long letter. In having written so much at different 
times, on the operations of Gen. Bolivar, my object has been to put the gov¬ 
ernment in possession of all the knowledge I could obtain of his views, as the 
part he fills is of such great moment in the affairs of South America. At the 
same time my opinions may appear the result of prejudice or exaggeration; 
& to prevent any possibility of their misleading, I am bound to state, that 
they are very different from those of many persons, who ought to be well 
informed. 

Having seen Gen. Santa Cruz but once since the late events, I called on 
him today, & he invited me to dine without ceremony. I had a long conver¬ 
sation with him alone, chiefly on two points. Wishing to have him act fully 
with the patriot party, I observed to him, that I thought in the peculiar situa¬ 
tion in which the government found itself that he was very fortunate in not 
being committed to any party; that having been called here suddenly from 
the interior to administer the government, he could not be responsible for a 
system that had been devised & put in train before he was consulted; that by 
his position he was only obliged to maintain the public tranquillity, & there¬ 
fore when it was proved by recent events, that this could only be preserved 
by following the wishes of the nation, he was compelled to pursue it; & that 
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thii cifiirikm wm sihewn the very moment, that force was removed; & when 
the inarmer a>n»idered m which the Bolivian C'onstitution was adopted, 
& which was niilorious to itie whole country, it was only surpri:ging how any 
iurmm of rrilecikm rouk! «up|Km% in the prmmt state of the world, that 
nut'h a iysirm niukl Im lasting. I fe m*t*med pleaml at the idea, that he ojuld 
not l.ir miwktrrf^d, as committt^! to the aclrninistraiion of (kmeral Bolivar, & 
iliai whrii the pyblir voict? called fur a revision of the affairs relating to 
the coiisiiiiiiitifi, he rould not act otherwise than summon a Congress to 
derklr. 

I afterwards with |iro|s;T rtwrvr toudunl cm the plans of (k»n. Bolivar. I 
fhal tirmrvrr inagnilicent lilnTal his views might l>€, that their 
rxlrfiwti mnirrwl them iiiiprareirahle; ik however atten(k*d with partial 
iiucTi», si was imfMmfiilile such a vast empire could Ik* made permanent, & 
ihrrcfcirr itiat it W'lmld prolong the troubles & unwilled stale of these cuun- 
lrir»: bill I frart.^1 bsM rharacirr w^is mt ardent, ik his plans had \mm so long in 
|irr|wraikffi, ihiit he would Iw* unwilling to abandon them. 1 !e replied that I 
mm rrilirriy in eritmr, that hr knew tktn. Bolivar thoroughly, that he was 
only aiinkms to get rid of all command, & retire to private life; Si that he was 
miw riisfitoyirig hsfiim*lf in C'olomliia, in trying to settle its troubk*s, Sc in pre- 
fifeirifig ii drfriirr of }iisn»rlf* agaifisl the attacks that were made UfHm him; & 
iliai hr wiastcl rnihrr live wholly trclucled cm his estate or go to travel in Mu- 
ro|ir- Similar opinions also are eKprtmmnl by Pando: six months ago he told 
buna Pi^arrti with all the warmth of the most hofumt xeal Sc conviction, that 
Ikilivar Wit% ihr fnci*si rxiraordiiuiry man that ever lived, that he had no am- 
biikiis to riaiipnind, Sl that he was only anxious to retire to private life &c, &c. 
After the fast ftwii ranie in from Bogota, he sitkl Bolivar would not come back 
III Peru ^ hr fillrml his ri^igmitiofi. It must here Ih? remarked that this 
»}irw of rrnigriifig m {irartiml tccasionally by Ikdivar, & imitated by all his 
adhrmils. Mr. Pando knew that his r^ignation neither could nor would be 
aiwplrti bill when within a week it was unexpcntteilly insisted ufKm by the 
pulilir vfiirr, lie ntadr every tdlorl against it. Still this ckxnrine respecting 
Bolivar wtiirti he always ificulratt?fi» is, that he m wholly disinterraied & with¬ 
out any aftibilion to mmmmul ■ . Cmhi Jmkieus AfH^lkt--Nan ega. 

Sm only Siirila Oui; & Pamla but many lilieral C kdombians, who are the 
firrMinal frirmls of Bolivar, but op|KW*d tf> his projects, think, that on his 
arrival #il Ik^cita, he entirely renouncc*fl all further idea of introducing his 
ciMiiiiilyikiri& that all the steps he has taken in Peru, were only to liave the 
pleasure c4 refusing the crown: a supiKwition that it semns to me would make 
hit iwwlyrt more cxlioui than even sincerity & perseverancx* in his ambition. 

Hut wilhoul referring to any thing thiit has taken place in either of the 
fVriift, hciw ran this moderation lie recxmciled with the creation of the dicta- 
lontiip tfi Ckiayaquil, which was proilumi shortly .after the arrival of Ad¬ 
miral Ilttnirot & two or ihrix! officera who were sent from here Sc as it was 
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said at the time, to prtxime this wry effect. Hiiw h 4 jj»}»riir«l it that thr «ai 
result was produml in Quito, tin*’ with much gredirr disticalty th^t 1 
mnfkiential Secretary, tlen. IVrrx wa* left fiehiml in !ii« fate jt»sirney, 
(km-rnor, tti m;ure the doubtful state of that I’rovmcr !*.iri t«*<» m Ver 
ajucla. tfio’ uptwrently acting with th<»e who were in (.ivour *4 a ! rdrs 
system, yet ttenretly sent an tifhcer here, to insist t«i ftohv.ir'» a« i 

crown, which fie refuse*! with affecte*! anger. a» he did tfir ».in»e uifrt, (ai 
was assuretl by Clen. Terex) a long while l*r!nrr. Ixcs atn>c m f»oth t4«» 
would not ha%‘e his plan* anlit ipatnl or drfc.iin! by pinnatmr diat hwirr 
Again the "Act" of Carthagena in favour of the Ihttaiofmiup j4i 
soon after the arrival of t'ol. (ktsnwtn wfio i» wnd by the }M|»er» «4 Ihjguta 
have lieen the cause of it, & this officer was sent fr*»m frewe Isy t H»»ltVi 
In connection with this itulividual it may l*c rrnwrkn!. that two jMniphh 
were puhlishetl here last year, in favtHir of the Ifohvian *iajstjtui><»fi. & idi 
with praise of its authour: one of these l«»rr the n.inir i4 Mr I a?** a rneinl 
of the Congress, who esjHiUMsl |toUvar*s views. A the other undri the name 
(‘ol, (tusman. But as a very sensible t olominan. who w a» a jorni .*gri>t wi 
Bolivar in Ixindon at the r»«nincmeineril of the revoUiiion, imiaihnif. u w 
a very singular coincidence, that not only the idea*. Init rntur phrases wi 
employcii, such as Bolivar was in the halm i4 uttering at that time It w 
in Tarts umler the Connulatc of N"a{i«lr»in, that hr fomirs! In® loot |w*h!« 
views, & they stimulate*! the hm«c ronsiaiii y he has shewn m the irvoluisti 
St bis plans are neither the {in^eny of rrernt sm-cr**, nm the *«ggri»tMa»s 
Monte Agutlo, I*am!o, or any other {ier»*«i» l** wfwim tfiry are at rami* 
atlributeti; they are all his own, ctmteivwl VTars ago. uforralwl a» l««g 
l>oi»ible, while they were secretly purstinl with eager rtiitiwsiasni 
The {vimphlet above metuksiei! which Isire the imtiafs *4 t»M»tuaM. w 
detliciUtJtl to ifie AhW* *le Tradt in whirli tlnlkalnai, Bolivar was ct»iti}»sif«! 
the Sun St the Ablif* to the Moon; Se while the hwmer wa* animating eve 
thing on this Continent, the latter with his rerte* fe*! Ughi must dlwsmnatc l 
other, ik he was ralle*! Ufxm to e*(x*uiid the Ikthvian ctmatiiotion Xothu 
has yet npfxyired on tfie stihjetl; which may prrhajw !*• «»wing to the iinwi 
ingncM of the AtiW- to act a» a merceaiiary, or at least t«» !*r kmmn to tki s 
(ien. ikilivar reveale*! the circumstance that be had uriu 4e l*ra»li .imio 
which was to l>e remitte*! annually. A ver>* rtwpectaWr I lem h grnilenw 
belonging to the lilreral fwrty, intimate in the cirtic with whn h she Ab 
ansodates, & who hnmght a letter of inir«M}ucfton from him to Bolivar, i 
prewed his surprise on this suhjerrt & wrote to hi* frirttd* in Tans what w 
»kf. He has yet receive*! no annwer, hut it may Ir twtjrt:sure«| she Afdi* 
Pradt who is in easy circum»tan*x» will tledine all furtfier agent y 
One more anmioie on these subject*.! may t4fer. wh*« h I hail from i vr 
resp^able individual who fccetvwi it fr**m the hearer In t»aj m Cmay 
quit.Ckm. Bolivar declared to one individual in the presrmr t4« ohM»el“-”lfi 
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in 1810 & II he was acting from pure patriotism, but seeing how hckle & 
ungrateful mankind were, he had made up his mind thenceforward to act for 
himself.” The sjaxt h is characteristic, but may l)c received with the hesita¬ 
tion natural to all similar relations, tho* verified by the event. 

I nwke no ii|K)lf»gy for this long letter, as it will lx.* only a repetition of what 
I have liefore had the honor to remark. I hear nothing of Mr. Cooley, but I 
trust his early arrival will enable you to receive more able & satisfactory 
communications, & relieve me from volunteer services, which however will¬ 
ingly remlereti, have lx*en jKTfonnetl under the most discouraging circum- 
ilan«n. 

I have the h<xu:ir (etc.). 

I*. H. 'rhi» letter gtx*s umler cover to Mr. I’oinsett, to whom I have sent 
some tale gazettes. lH*gging him to forward them after fXiruMl. 

The fhtlphin is daily ex{>ect«! here from Valfwralso, via (“oquimbo, & the 
BfOitdyuim from the twune jiort via the Intcrmedioa. The Peacock has not 
yet returnetl from her cruise. The English Frigate Blanche & a French Brig 
are in the Uiy of ('allao. 

f>ih. 1 have broke the cover to say that I am just informed by Ad¬ 
miral t utise that letters have arrived from l^pjw Peru & that a similar revo¬ 
lution to the tjiie here harl m-currecl among the (‘olombian troops there. To¬ 
day the I'mivian tnxjjw enteretl the city alxiut 1200 . The city to l>e 
illuminateti Blc. 
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WiUiam Tudm, United States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of the United States * 

(RxniAar] 

Cmifidential Lima, February 3i, iSsy, 

Sir: My la»t letter under date of 3 d inst.* having been forwarded by a safe 
amvryancse to Mr. I’oinseit I do not send a copy of it, more esfxtcially as in- 
farmtiium of the late change# here, which it contained will reach you before 
thi» letter ran arrive, I have now only to relate the few subsequent events 
that have hapjwned. 

Account* are succewlvely coming in from the Provinces, & hitherto the 
new# erf the late events have been received every where with rejoicing. Such 
wa* the case at Truxillo, lea, Guamanga &c. The returns from Arequipa & 
Cujtco have not been received j but the result will no doubt be the same irt all 
the Departments, &. in Arequijw particularly, it is anticipated the revolution 
will tie seconded with enthusiasm. 
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In Guamanga* capital of the dqMrtment of Ayarodio* the rrrfeci f^anlo 
de Zela (a Spaniartl) attempteti to conmi! the news cm the arrival of 
C'ourier, but the oflicers of i iVrtivtan hiillalioii having ato rrcrivr*! ativkm 
put themietvw at the head of the troo|», & arrented ihr wbiw life 

they theretjy savech & tent him pri«mer to IJnyi. An «|Wi C^abildo ci the 
citiitens was held, & all joinid in detdaring the floitvian C oiisiiiyiiim & 
prcrhiinuHl the eoriitifylion of Peru. It m .s^iid ilial there wrrr tio of'ifxwrri 
to thi»e measurei except the I'Vefrct & two othem. 

In Lima «*venil smiill pamphlets ^ «mr tw twu iirwupafirrs fia^'e 11141b 
their iipimirartre, There seems m yet to lx» a kimi <4 re?wrvr in afiarkifii 
ikm. Ikjliviir dirix:t)y, arising partly from rrs|iei:i, partly frar. 1% fiarily 
from the presence* of the rolonihian wh«m* nfiicrrB taking ihr limr «4 

Ilogotii Si ii|»eaiking of him in high terms while denoitiiriiig his iiirasurei. 
Sc while all his plans are reprolwitxl Sc aldurt'**!* the iifiiMwiiioti is «!irrclrt| 
against his agents; Sc twfietiiilly against Mr. Pandci, who di«'*ivrrft| the tmmt 
iKildncM St tiilerU in justifying htitirndf for the |cari hr lias fakrri. 'Hie 
elix*loral rollt^gc* has Ikto clown, Sc this will mum pOK^rrfl t« ilir choke of 
cleputit*ii to the i‘ongre«. Orders have \m*n issyrcl In all tlir In 

ex{Hxlite the c^ksi^ticms as much m jMcwihlr, Iraving thrtii tifiwr%w niiirrly 
free. Hut it m doubtes:! owing to the great disianmc^ flil'tirMli roiiipiimira- 
tion, whether the CAmgrms will lie awirmhk**! early m llir firricMl fi.^r«.L itif 
first of May. & it may \w June Ixdorr thrir srmiori is c»{iriieti 

It y calculattsl that it will yrl In* ihiw weeks tiedorr aflvir» ran t#r 
crivcsl from Bolivia, of the steps that wall taken ihrrr, lull si is rofsiimiiily 
IwlievtxL the Golornbian troof» will Im* eager to fcithw itir sir|»# i 4 iltrir 
compiinioni here; & will \w prrpart^l by prrvsoiss rnsH'rri l« adopt ilir m^inie 
ineaHum. The main Issly of that birre is at La Pait, Sc it b llismihl llial 
Gen. Sucre, wht» si at ilnniumita, will rmdvr iiy the Mine riHifirf that lakes 
the news from here, the that his ir«wtj« hiivr already |tiiiini in itic 

measure. In thb case hr will prcilxibly make imiiirdiair pirfciifaikmi to 
march with his army to the inwt% «>f the !ntrrmrdk»; 4% lir tia* Irmg 
pretxircxl for iiicli an aUerniclive, aptieared by his^ bum fcmiid mum% tht 
pa pern of Cieiieral loira. 

In the meantime the fiertiriiadty in the system of dii;“rpiicm, whicli 
Ikilivar ik his ministers have maintained iK^xisiin almimt ladicrcHit, From 
the l^inning the professkins wen* to ise the dimd otifKmilr of artkmt, itir 
utmcMt diiinterestedrimi, a horrour of hcildtng arlktrary $w:swer, & a demre of 
retirement, wea* iiccomtxmicxl by a dbfSMat of the revenue at 
every measure of intrigue Sc violence to m:yre ali«otutc, irresfM.iiifiibb iiowi« 
ination; & the acquimitiem of no le« an emfiire, than all S|Mfibli Scaiih 
America. Mr, Pando in a manifesto racenlly published Ici juilify h» omn 
conduct, exhibits an etpial dega^e of imldne* disregaa! of I,ruth cbih^ in 
a very eluant style* In thti piirnphlet he maintains, ihiit Ckn, Bolivar was 
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only desirous of retiring from command, & never would have returned to 
Peru. But this language is more remarkable in another document, which 
was never intended for the public. The Agents of Buenos Ayres have 
obtained copies of several private ministerial despatches, & among others the 
instructions given by Mr. Pando to the Peruvian plenipotentiary to Bolivia. 
TThis document will probably get into our newspapers, & in the last paragraph 
it will be observed, that the Minister is to make it a strong argument with 
Gen. Sucre to aid in making the two republics one & indivisible, as he was to 
be their future President for life, since it was well known Gen. Bolivar would 
never return to Peru. That it was expected of Gen. Sucre, who of all the 
Colombian chiefs possesses the most of Gen. Bolivar's confidence, & has been 
the most able promoter of his plans, was to listen gravely to this argument, & 
to be moved by it, tho' he well knew that he was to [be] the Vice President & 
hereditary successor. An excessive estimate of the intelligence & virtue of 
mankind may lead a statesman into very great errours; but there is also a 
danger in the opposite extreme, & Gen. Bolivar & Mr. Pando have committed 
a fatal mistake in supposing them to be entirely destitute of both. 

Altho' every thing in this revolution is proceeding favourably, & the pres¬ 
ent administration which in fact hardly possesses materials sufficient for an 
ephemeral existence, is avowedly interino yet the possibility of a reverse is 
not wholly ideal. The mail from Colombia due yesterday has not yet ar¬ 
rived; it comes only once a month & as all the letters & papers from Bogota 
in the preceding one, were taken from it by the Chief of banditti who robbed 
it, & who was formerly a Colombian officer, there are therefore no late 
accounts from that country. A Colombian officer of distinction, now here on 
temporary leave of absence, told me yesterday, that he had received infor¬ 
mation by a person from Guayaquil, that the government of Colombia de¬ 
spairing of resisting the plan of usurpation except by a civil war, had agreed 
to the adjournment of Congress till the year 1828, then to take up the sub¬ 
ject of amendments. 
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William Tudor, United States Consul at Lima, to Henry Clay, Secretary of 
State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Confidential. Lima, March 23,1827. 

A very important movement has recently taken place, & which will relieve 
this Government from a state of continual apprehension. The Colombian 
troops, about 2000 men, sailed from Callao early in the morning of the 19th 
^ MS. Consular Letters, Lima, 1. 
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inst. Having called on General Santa Cruz to congratulate him on this 
event, he told me that he had never expected to get rid of them without a 
battle. Ever since the Peruvian troops arrived in this city, they have been 
kept on the alert, with ammunition fixed & ready to be called out at any 
moment: nor was this precaution entirely unnecessary. All the late agents 
of Gen. Bolivar, some of whom have good reasons to fear the investigations 
which the Congress will doubtless make, & all of them have seen their hopes 
of fortune & title destroyed, have remained unmolested in this city; except 
Gen. Heres the late Minister of War who fled for security on board a French 
vessel of war, & was subsequently sent to Guayaquil, where he has arrived. 
Some of these have unquestionably been engaged in secret intrigues, of which 
Mr. Armero a merchant & Colombian charg6 d’affaires,—a man like almost 
all the agents of Bolivar of unprincipled, private character, & in his public 
one knowing no other course but the most slavish servility to him acting as 
his agent & not the agent of the Colombian government,—was the ostensible 
mover. . . . 

Quito & Guayaquil will return to the support of the constitution of Colom¬ 
bia, when these troops arrive, if they should not have done so before, which in 
fact is highly probable. The whole of these events shew the very fragile 
nature of arbitrary power, especially when it is a usurpation, unless sus¬ 
tained by a greater force than Bolivar had at his disposal. Still his system 
consummated with so much fraud & violence, seemed to many persons 
firmly fixed in the two Perus: & acting from this basis would inevitably de¬ 
stroy the liberty of Colombia, having previously distracted most of its depart¬ 
ments by intrigue, & offering no escape from civil war, by the sad alternative 
of the Bolivian Autocracy. The whole of this vast scheme at the moment of 
its completion, falls into irretrievable ruin, by the hazardous combination of 
these enthusiastic & honorable young men; & who have now gone onward al¬ 
most without organization or system to constitute their work. These events 
abound with striking incidents, in what would have seemed a priori the most 
rash & unequal of all struggles. It is a remarkable instance in human affairs 
of how power may be subverted by instruments apparently the most inade¬ 
quate; & in some countries it would have been illustrated by sermons to 
prove that an overruling Providence sometimes uses the feeblest means to 
baffle the arrogance of men, & when a giant enemy is to be overthrown; a 
shepherd boy & five smooth pebbles from the brook may be made the effi¬ 
cient means. 

Much anxiety is naturally felt to know what course will be followed by the 
government of Bogota, when this revolution becomes known to it. The con¬ 
stitutional chiefs of that government, have evidently yielded to a kind of 
desperate necessity, in allowing Bolivar to pursue his schemes in Colombia. 
But when they are put in possession of documents that will enable them to 
denounce his projects, & find that he has thus suddenly lost the support & 
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resources of Perti. & that the tUclature is also abolished in Quito, Guayaquil 
& Azuay, it will give them such an accession of strength that they may renew 
their hope of Iteing able to sustain the constitution. 

By the rm*nt events several confidential letters have fallen into hands for 
which they wertt not intended; Among these were some from (General Perez, 
subdictator of Quito & {luayaquil to a confident of his, in which he speaks of 
"having unlimitetl jx>wer over three immense departments”; but that he 
only held it ad interim, Ijccause nothing would tempt him to resign "his 
Secretary Generalship & give up returning to this happy country with the 
I.iljcrtatlor." 'Fhere was also a letter from Gen. Bolivar to Gen. Heres, 
stating that every thing was prtceeding favourably, that Santander was act¬ 
ing in cortcert with him, tk that the Bolivian Confederation would be soon 
completely organized, & would consist of six States, i. Venezuela. 2. 
Cundinarrtiirtii. 3. Quito & Guayaquil. 4. Lima. 5. Cuzco. 6. Bolivia. 
This letter ivould do for a fwrallel column with his proclamation at Bogota, 
his abhorrence of command, his dtstiny more sublime than that of the throne 
&c. I was protruaed a co{>y of this letter which was communicated to several 
l>erw»ns here, but in the hurry of the embarkation it was forgot, I wished to 
have transmitted it to you. Gen. Bolivar has indeed acted with extraordi- 
trary constancy & suceww on a favourite maxim with him, that language was 
given to man to cmiceal his intentioni: but having come in contact with a few 
honest nten at different timwi, tSt recently with so many untoward events, his 
conduct & character must t>e eventually unmasked. 

With mjwct to any attempt at returning here, it seems to me impracti¬ 
cable. Should any serious apprehensions of it arise, they will then fit out the 
Pre%idmie Frigate tk corvette Limefla, which with two smaller vessels now in 
curnmimion will form a »t|uadron for Admiral Guise to intercept the approach 
by sea, & by land he cannot come without an army, which is for the prmnt 
im{xw«tble. He ha* no ancient legions here to welcome him, & his position 
ha* much marc of St. Helena than Elba in it; & like his model he may exclaum 
"from the sublime to the ridiculous there is but one step." Guise would 
have tspen alreatly in commiwion but the expence of refitting these disman¬ 
tled »hi|»( ha* deferred it till the neoasity arises. The departure of these 
t'olombian trooj» rclievai Peru from a heavy expense. But orders have 
l>t*n given to raise five battalions of Peruvian troops to increase their army. 

The feeling in favour of the late change appears universal throughout the 
country. The elections are prosecuting with expedition, & some of the 
principal are alrmiy cmdud«i. In Cuzco, & several of its provinces, those 
of the former Congrws who signed the destruction of that Ixxly, have been 
replacsd by new member*. In Arequipa, Luna Pizarro, Cuadros & Lopes 
Sanchez,who refused to lend themselves to Bolivar's views, & have undergone 
various persecutions in consequence, have been reelected with a high degree 
of enthudasm; some of the votes were found written in letters of gold, silver, 
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of which he was in doubt, he appears to have promptly taken the 
step of moving the troops from Chuquisaca to concentrate them in La 
By this movement he gave them no leisure to form plots, & as the 
^^^ement was in the direction towards the coast, it would excite their hopes 
he meant to return to Colombia. His object besides was doubtless to 
time to decide on ulterior measures. He wrote here to say that he 
^TUld not interfere with the government of Peru, but that he feared this 
^^mbling of the Congress would draw great misfortunes upon it. The 
of Arequipa are fearful of a hostile visit from him, &: have no confi- 
in their Prefect Gen. La Fuente, whose character & servile devotion to 
Bolivar, are calculated to inspire, & the more so, as on the first receipt 
tilie orders of Heres (late Minister of War) he complied with them im- 
lately, which all the other Prefects declined doing. He has since re- 
on account of this unpopularity, & requested that he might be re- 
^oed, & receive some other destination. Gen. Sucre with a force not 
Counting to 4000 men, in want of muskets & ammunition, (of which a 
stock that was destined for him was fortunately detained in Arequipa) 
itiLi this force deeply discontented, & the Provinces he rules dissatisfied 
itzh the Bolivian constitution, can hardly hope to maintain himself. If in 
>oci faith he resolves to proceed to the coast to embark, he will take a for- 
iriate measure; if he resolves to station himself in Arequipa till he can hear 
om Bolivar, he will keep Peru in an uneasy situation: & eventually a very 
angerous one, if the latter were to enter its northern provinces with a small 
^rrxy. 

TTliere are some persons who think Sucre may pursue a different course, & 
Bolivar’s system ruined, determine to act for himself. Sucre is de- 
:ribed as being polite and affable in his manners without the impetuous, 
Dmineering violence of Bolivar, & if of a less lofty, daring genius, with much 
LOi*e skill & judgment. The constitution is disliked, & the Foreign troops 
re disliked in Bolivia. But Sucre himself is extremely popular; he has no 
LLa.rds about him, & receives every body at all hours frankly. His adminis- 
'atiion is wise, active & liberal. He is founding schools & making great 
liblic improvements; eradicating the convents & other ecclesiastical abuses, 
rxci is the person most able to make an advantageous treaty with Peru, on 
“two points that are most important to the people he governs: the first of 
aese is acquisition of the port of Arica, & the other arranging the proportion 
f -the expenses of the war to be paid by Bolivia. Should he resolve to send 
om.e all the Colombian troops, except the few who might volunteer to re- 
reform the vices of the Bolivian constitution, & raise it to a republican 
t3.nciard, he would probably have the unanimous vote of the country & be a 
aost useful person to preside over it. He is the only one of Bolivar’s 
eu‘tenants except Santander, who has talents above those of a mere officer, 
jx some points he may be said to be to Bolivar what Bernadotte was to 
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Buonaparte. However these are only ; hr h an able iiiati iikcetl in 

a aingular iituation, in which great Mgacity & clwiitJii arr ii«:*r^ry to 

extricate him. 

It is miicl that Cien. Santa Vniz intrncls going tticirily tti Amiuifia, m% a 
journey which mtems to have no useful olijert* & whirli I ^tiouhl firrsyifir ilie 
friends of the revolution would rrulravcnir 10 iirrvrnt. !lc iMirri in 
Bolivia, & has some mixture «)f Iteifuiriias hl«MMh whirfi mixliir» arr km 
called Chmilm; he b nut a i»cl man. h amiable & allahlr in lii» iiiAfinrr^* Imi 
hb contluct was wavering & unct*rtatn in the pit'^rws cif r«wiii r%Yfir« hr m 
cursed with an unfortunate mixturr of ijualiiirs* tiiiikL imlrs'ifiivr it 
ambitious: if he foa^seeii that hr hm lilllr rhaiicr of Iw^iiig Ffruktrfii of tlir 
Republic, he may have it in view to gain lurnimum in ifir Htitiilirfii t!q«ri* 
mentf. but the danger would \w Utilr from mirh iiiirigurs. wm ii ncii ft»r 
vidnity of Sucre. Ck*n. Sucre whom* talent ik »kill in rrv«»!iititifi.ary imiririi* 
vers, are of a 8U{M?rior rhi». & which tkm. llnlivar i^ikt wwr far m 

hit own, would get a tJangrrous iritluerirr over Santa I >iw th«* ftiry are firr^ 
sonal enemies. Vidaurre the priwrit mini^irf of Forrign Alfair^ w«»ijkl ihrf» 
be the mcwt oiilenstble {Mwm in the govrrmnrnl. Hr i-m a iraloin iwirtof. 
recently President of the Supreme Cknirt of Ju»iirr, abwii filiy four yrari«il4. 
of a retentive memory, extensive remling, quirk, iirtlmi, rrmilrm ib%|M»iiicai, 
& io inflated with vanity ihiil the slightest tm*rir rolb hiiii «iii «f tiiH' rour^ 
& makes him wholly unfit to lie a leader. Fvrr wncr hr tia.^ rmtw into fikre 
he has been filling the fmpers with hm writing#, it ftiibls^liifig a pliiti of a 
constitution, in which the first iraraigraph i4*inriifir^ f yratinn^idr. it itir rliafiirr 
on religion is prctciidy such im one, m the lerntt orilimliiic # niiiovaiiiii tif 
Dur sects would have given. A single fart will tlirw tfir tIiMTrlkwi «4 ihb 
project in Peru, where Luna Pi^arro in one oin^iitiiiion* %% ikiiivar in 
other, wishing to leave it fsnssilile to tq^en the iliior lit loirratioii lirfrafirr. 
made the sirnjfle provision, that the rehgkm of the Stair mtstiuM l.^- ilie 
Roman C'atholic, Ajiostolick; to which the C oriirr^n in the mm cif ilir fcirfiitf 
& two thirds of the IVavincts in ihiit of the latter adtlrtl Vxclii.«%^ c4 ail 
others**. . . . 

P. S. Manh 2 Slh, Sint^e writing the iitmve 1 have rerriwi a vrry 
interesting letter from Ltcrwal lai Mar of the 5th intt. Hr apimiri r«|ii4lly 
delightetJ & surpri^e'Ccl at the fortunate revoltilkiii that tjcturretl firrr, by 
which he s^iys they have eseiqml from a yoke mcire ififafiiciiit & o|i|w«ivr 
than that from which they had lieen finally litirrated by flir kiitk erf AfA- 
cucho: all whose anticipated glortout r»ull»» by the mmt aiffHSoii# fierfidy 
had been defeatiKp & that the 26th of Jany, ii the great day from which 
Peruvian freedom is to l>e datexi. He lelb me that the tmiw trf the arrange* 
ment with Paex had createxi general disgust. That llir gcivemmciil ai 
Bogota was maintaining the principlei & honor in »piie erf the lliilivian 
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league. From tsome expresaiions in his letter I am confirmed in my opinion, 
that he will conie here, as stxm as he hears of his being chosen a deputy for 
IJrna; ^ 4 : his arrival will In; a fortunate event for the country. 

.\fareh jNh. The journey of (len. Santa C'ruz to the Southern depart¬ 
ments is given up. I.etter« have l>etm received by him from Gen. Sucre, in 
which he offers hi* assistance to maintain order in Peru: & at the same time 
advise* seiwraling the (olombian Ixutalions, sentling one of them home, & 
duitributing the rest in Jauja, Ciuamanga, Aretiuipa &c. This advice shews 
that he was still ignorant of the state of feeling in Peru, or in those troops. 
At the same time another stej) is highly characteristic of his intriguing policy, 
fie wrote to the PreftH’ts of (‘uwo, Puno, Ik Aretiuipa, advising them to pro¬ 
cure elections of tle|iuties to aiaemble & take care of the interest of those 
tlejxirtments during the present tUsturbancea, & he shoultl Ixj always ready 
to sustain them. 'Phis wouh! have Imm anticipating a little, bolivar's 
inlencletl organiauttion of the 5th State in his Bolivian fetleration: but it 
prove* al*t that Sucre is ignorant of the slate of Peru, as those departments 
are among the most tlecitletl in their hatred of the late usurpation that 
apprc»*etl the country. 


1000 

IViUiam 7 ‘udar, UnUtd States Consul at Lima, la Henry Clay, Secretary of 

State of Ike United States ' 

Ganlideiuiitl. Lima, May 2j, 1827. 

St«: Tho' Mr ('cKiley will write by this opportunity, I will venture to give 
you a few brief details of {Kililica! occurrences, & will continue to do so for a 
short perirKl, untiil that gentleman shall have time to get acquainted with the 
new field he has come uimn, the characters who occupy it, after which, if 
not licfore, my letters will l)e sufXfrfluous. 

I ha<l a letter yesterday from ( olonel Klisalde commanding the division 
that enterit! Guayaquil (a* mentioned in previous letters) dated 30th ulto. 
lie informs me that every thing proceeds most favorably, that on the 27th he 
de#{»atch«l a column in the direction of Quito, to join the division under 
Bustamante, which last entered Cuenca on the 25 th of the same month, & are 
all doubtlws now in Quito. Bravo the officer who was sent from here with 
the arrestetl chiefs, Ik with the documents to the government, had also 
reached Cuenca on his return from Bogota. Gen. Santander had received 
the notice of the movement here with satisfaction; & had written to Busta¬ 
mante approving his conduct, & that he should send Col. Ovando to take the 
command of the division. These ste{» were of course taken before he knew 

• MS. Conitutair Letter*, Lima, 1. 
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of the ulterior movements of this division: & the officer named to the 
mand will probably meet them in Quito; & the government of Bogota- 
find three departments restored to the constitutional government, & a force 
of 3000 troops to support it. 

Sucre is extremely active & attempting to distract the departments 
Cuzco, Puno & Arequipa by his intrigues, but he stands on a quicksand th^t 
is washing from under him every moment. The press is under the most ri^i^ 
controul, & observes with a strictness one piece of quackery that is cautiously 
adhered to wherever Bolivar commands. His own name that of ^ 

Libertador are always printed in large capitals. He some time since removed 
all the Prefects who were natives of the country & replaced them with Colom-^ 
bian officers, & at the last accounts was occupied in taking the sense of the 
people who under the protection of his bayonets, were to declare freely* 
whether they wished him to continue in a command which ''he abhorred ' . 
This is the Bolivian phrase so often used in speaking of command^ that it ma.y 
be considered technical in that school. He must however every day receive 
intelligence to make his situation more desperate. The unanimous feeliix^ i ^ 
Peru against the usurpation: the quiet progress of the nation to the openingT 
of Congress, & restoring the Peruvian Constitution: the departure of the 
Colombian troops & their success in destroying the Dictatorship in Colom** 
bia: the mutiny of the division that he had embarked for Panama: all these 
circumstances united will probably induce him to evacuate a country, which 
it is evident he can no longer retain in submission. The whole of this me Ian.*- 
choly Bolivar farce must therefore soon be every where at an end. 

Congress has had four or five preparatory sessions as they are called: about 
70 members are present, the whole number 105, The committee for exiam- 
ining returns, qualifications &c. found that 15 or 16 were irregular. Santa 
Cruz & Vidaurre have been using every effort to hasten the opening of the 
session, in the hope that the election of President might be made before -the 
arrival of La Mar, & some other principal members who are known to be on 
the way. In the session of yesterday, after much preparation & very confi¬ 
dent annunciations of the influence he possessed, made an effort that was to 
decide the question. His object was to cut short the labours of the exanrxin- 
ing Com®®., to admit all the members who had presented themselves, open, the 
session formally, & rectify any mistakes hereafter. His speech was written 
beforehand, & was the most timid effort of mock heroics, I ever heard ; it 
would really have appeared rather high charged as caricature in a farce. Me 
was sustained by Mr. Tudela, late Minister of Bolivar to the Congress of 
Panama, & proscribed by a former Congress as a partizan of Riva Aguerro* 
The proposition was opposed in a calm & argumentative manner by Messrs. 
Llosa, Talleria, & Luna Pizarro, & the vote was 48 in favour of the Com®^, 
continuing their labours to 4 against it. This vote was very satisfactory, I 
attended the session for the first time, & I think it would have been creditable 
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In iht^ iiiiijority in cTHinirirB riinre aceuitometl to parliamentary prcK^ecHlings. 
Hie will now |»robably Iw aliout the first of next month. 

I liatl ilie plcMsurr of hrartng from (biayiuiuil, that r»en. la Mar was to 
embark on ihr 4i!i insi. fiir iIiib plare* lie niaiy therefore be daily c*xpe^!tetb 
lliH prm^itre here will lit* r«|iitvalent to an atldtticai of 5 ckk) men to the army 
al Peril, will give runiidrnrr Hlrriigth to ilieenlighfeneci iwirtion of (*00greens, 
& Ufid«iiibl«^!ly fotlowetl by hh eUrtason to the Presideney of tlic? Republic. 
! have the honor |rtrJ. 


IC'MII 

ffillwm Tudm, f.^nked 5 #iilri ai Limn, ^n Henry Cky, Serrektry nf 

Sk$le nf ike linked Sk$kM * 

li 

C^mtidrnfia!. I.JMA, June 15, 

11ir LibI nrwii tiiivr from tkm. Bolivar in hm rrnuficiaiion of the Press* 
ilrtiry of C'liltiiiitiia, in the ticgitissifig of P'eby. the dmnimenl in in his usual 
ityir €if vrhrstinire # frigiii^I ramlor to rover h$i vit*w*ii more effectually, I'o 
jmlge of fits iniriitkifis it wit! W hf^wrvrr ncTemsry to rouHider the state of 
aflairm m tie »tsp|M.rset! them to lie at the time. Hie two Perus he presumed 
wwe srrrvtM’alily ^ irrrlrirvably in his jMiwrr: ln« delegatri of the IHrtator* 
ship held «if i hsayanusl* ytsilo, Panaiiui, C/arlagena He him* 

«*lf relaifit?d liie sufirrmr |Miwrr in Vrne/airUi, when? an usual he had de* 
iilriiye«! itie Ut^rty erf ifir prrus. Referring then to hb ifUercepled letter to 
Frrra, in wliirti hr stait^d iliat the mdse me of the grand Bolivian ccinfedera* 
lion Cor erii|iire| was in rafiid progrt», it will upinmr, thiit he thus thought 
fiiil of the bI% iiale«, of windi it was to lie romjxif«?cl were »ec?urely hli, & 
itie dimiftrnis of flogola* wotild not lie able to prevent i*untliiiamiirca from 
falling into the vortex. Hii cnnfidmlial envoy (olonel f^tladm had arrived 
al Hio Janeiro* where he wm rrreived with extraordinary dtitinction, & 
writitd fiirrii his «errri iilllanre with the Rm|irror of the Braxils--^^* When 
he ftfids all this great |iro|tcl di^^lvecf wilhoul, a wreck tehind except of his 
tiwn fame, by the my liny of a small iMKly of hin own Iroofni, hew will he Ire 
allri'lwb^ I think it prcrfmble that he will imm the Styx or the Atlantic lie- 
fore the end of the yeair. 

The whcile ciirw of lh» remarkable man must tre long be fully dsscdoned* 
it a i^id diick^ure il will te* forever some of his military feathers will tn* 
plyrkecl iiway; & a Icing seriei of maneuvers to accomplish the mc»t instine 
pkn frf arobilkin. & wither m illuitrioui reinitation* will Im made manifest. 
11 was the praclin? of his mieWitm to gratify hii vanity, & increase his fxiwer, 

« MS, C,!«Misiikf liters, limit, I. 
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to attribute every thing to him: Thus the battle of Junin, that w.ui |»riiici- 
pally owing to the brilliant valour of Necochea, & the steacline** t»f the I’eru* 
vian cavalry after the Colombians had faltered, was entirely owing to him # 
the Colombians. But still more the battle of Ayacucho, he Ihmiik in l,itna 
was attributed to him, tho’ at the time he gave almost the exclusive t rwiit of 
it to Sucre, while it was chiefly due to La Mar. 

It was always mysterious why Bolivar left the army, previous to that 
memorable battle & came clown to Lima accompanied by O'Higgins ik .1 frw 
attendants. The Spaniards at the time in Callao, conliding in the great mi- 
periority of their force, at first denied the refmrt of his living on the ciMst, but 
when the fact could no longer be disputtnl, they a.Hst'rteti with the utmost tt»n- 
fidence in their gazette, that he was either ''' mad or routed." I luivr always 
believed, that he despairc^d of success under the great disjwriiy of force. A 
came to the coast ready to make his escape if the event were ui>f«riu«.ite. 
when he would have had it circulated, that it was owing to his Is-ing .ibwnt. 
& if hia army were successful, he knew the glory w«»uld appropti.ueil to 
him by his servile admirers. 

I had recently a full confirmation of his having desjHiire<! of sm eess t .rn 
Orbegoso Prefect of Truxillo, received a letter from him, which letirr hr tuki 
me he had now in his possession, ordering him to pack up the {mbltc archive*. 
& all the treasure ready to be sent olT under escort of all the troops he hail, 
about 400 men, in the direction of Quito, ik that in conseciuemr of ihrsr or¬ 
ders he had all the packages & everything ready to exwMte them. The mosi 
fortunate & unexpected result of that battle rendere*! ihtm* preciuaion* 
unnecessary, 

I received today letters from Mr. Poinsett & Mr. Surgeant cj,iieil 4th of 
April, & they inquire what probability there is of Ministers U-ing writ from 
here to the Congress of Tacubaya. I have s|K>ken since with I )r. Luna Pi- 
zarro & he thinks nothing will he done at firesent. 1 le says that the govern¬ 
ment in the midst of all their poverty & misery have exjHnidetl iiKJ.tKto $ this 
year in diplomatic missions (to serve the tuijirice & private view* of linhvarf 
all of which have been utterly useless. I am inclined to think that Coiigrewi 
will fall thro' for the present at least, suspicion of BoUvar prevenittf Chile %% 
Buenos Ayres from joining it. Peru will be very lukewarm; iSt the diairacttii 
condition of Colombia & its removal to the Mexican territory, may diwndine 
that country to continue their delegation. 

The arrival of Gen. La Mar is looked for with anxiety. The adittini»ira- 
tion cannot be organized till he comes, & the conduct of lai Fuente Prefect of 
Arequipa & Gen. Cerdena commanding the division of the army in the upfwf 
departments, who are nightly in a club with an agent of Sucre, & some other 
persons whose principles are doubtful, inspires some suspicion. After a short 
residence here a visit of La Mar in that quarter will lie necesurary to quiet the 
public mind, & overawe factious designs if any such are entertained, Sucre's 
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talrniH & ilisiKinititni fc-^r intrigue, & the ruin of all his hopes & those of his 
patrcm, unless mune e\tra<»rc!iiuiry intrigue can save them, makes his vicinity 
always dangertius, 

I have the honur jetcj. 


10€2 

J§mes C Wley, CktriS d*A ffaires af ihe IWied Slaim ai Lima, to Henry Clay, 
Setrektry of Sktk of the Untied Skties ^ 

fllXTHAi'ri 

Lima* Sepiemlnr rg, iHjy. 

rHiring the vtmvvrmxkm alHive alludef} ten Mr PiEurro askt^l me what 
wtHilfl the wrnliiitrnis tif my Ckivernmrnt U|Km the subject of tlie New 
Rri-iytilirs tale Spaninli C'olonies giving tc» each cuher a preference in llieir 
civrr the vrsM^lt4 <4 other nations, I w^as a little surpriscHl at this <|ueH- 
Ikifi ^ thr fiiitirr abrupt manner in which it was put, but glad of an opfHir- 
tufiily of rs^primsing whait I litdievisi to \w the of the < Government in 

relaliriii tn ii. I rrplkil that I was not particularly instructcMl by my (Govern- 
mriii, hut that I had no hrsitation in giving it as my opinion, llutl the CGov- 
rriiitirni *4 l!ir t “niied Hiatr^ wouh! not treat lull upon the liasb of the most 
favorer! nation, t made tm* c4 such arguments as suggeste«l themsidves at 
the ttunmmi, why such jirefercmt,^ ought not tt.j Ik* given, ik why Peru slitnild 
not ritlangle hrimdf, ^ referreti liim to the corresiMuulenre with Mr, 
for it full repression of the sc^nst? entertained by the C Government c4 
the U. Slaleii Ufsui the subjts;i. The subject has no doubt been pre»m*d by 
the Miriiilrr frt»m tliilr, I sincerely hojK* that the* intelligence ik. lilit^faltty 
of Mr. Fiiarro Uk he certainly has much of Imth,) may firevenl the adoption 
of »wrh ii prinriple. 


mu 

James Cooley, Ckarii d*Affaires of ihe Untied Siafes ai Lima, to Henry Clay, 
Seereiary of Siaie of ihe UniM Stales ^ 

lEXTSACr) 

Lima, November 7, 1827, 

, . , On the 5th Inslant a iichoanc?r arrived in this neighborhood, having 
cm tjoiird among other paimmgers, a C'olombian aflicer, charged, as the gov¬ 
ernment here were informed with despatches for Sucre. This schooner the 

* MS. Obj^tebti from Peru, L 
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government caused to lu* seizeti & the ofticer conductcti to !,u»a. li is sup. 
posed that he threw overlvoard his most imjKirtant de»{».jtt lie«: hut aiwmg 
the other letters seized, was one from Bolivar to Sucre {as the St*rretary of 
State informed me last evening) diret'ting him to remain in Bolivia. If this 
be 80 , & I have no reason to question its correctness, it w«>uld Mt-in there 
would be little doubt as to the views of Bolivar ujhju this < iiuniry I .un 
free to confess, I have been slow in forming opiniotis adverse tt» the |»fincij»les 
of one who has done so much for the cause of Imlcjrendem e in this quarter of 
the world. But proofs multiply ufxm pnK)f 8 in such a inanrirr a* to {*r 
irresistible. 

Whatever may be the intentions of Sucre as to the evacuation of Bolivia, it 
he be disposed to second the views of Bolivar, which is here very much aj»* 
prehended, it is almost equally tlangerous whether he remain in Hoiivi.! or 
embark for (Juayaquil. If he remain, he is ready to ntake an att.ick from 
that quarter, to second any movement that may Ik- tn.ide from t .uayaquil 
If he goes to (Guayaquil with his hirct's, he by so much sirrngthms ifir lorcw 
with which the Lilrertador may march u|«in I’eru. In tonwctiurm e of the 
just apprehensions of the government, & the jHH-uliur jHwture of affairs, great 
exertions are making to ()Iace the Counfry in tin? l»rst fKwsibie state of de¬ 
fence. Their small Navy is gelling in rea<iiiu*»», a Naliuniil Mitiiia is im- 
deavoring to be organizetl & impressments are g«>ing on for the army. The 
Executive seems firm & determined. In the language of I ien. lai Mar, used, 
as reported to me by a hVicntl, uixm occasion of the rtTeption of some of the 
late news from Colombia, they seem resolved that "If Bolivar attempt to 
invade the C'ountry he shall he met uith fire & suvrtl, & uill enter it only mrr 
the dead bodies of Peruvians". If this determination of the government t»e 
but seconded by the spirit of the i>enple all will yet Ire well for Beni. 1 had 
an interview with (ien. Im Mar last evening. Among other •ubjeci* of 
conversation was that of the Congress at Tacabaya. Nothing it scenw has 
yet been done on that subject. No report has Ireen wade in the t ongrwm by 
the C'ommittee, & indeed it would seem to Ire almost Itwt sight of in the other 
matters that press upon the attention of the government. Caen. I.4 Mat 
observed among other things in relation to it, "Sir," said he, "the truth is 
that tho, exceedingly desirous of having Agents abroad in all thtwe t'oumric* 
with which we have friendly relations, our situation will not frermit it. 
Those that we now have abroad are almost in a state of starvation. We 
cannot dispatch a Minister without advancing him $1$, t>r ao.ooo & ne 
cannot command the money." It would seem therefore that the prwptft 
of Peru being represented cither at Tucaliaya or Washington at present, i* 
exceedingly problematical. 
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KXH 

F. /. Xftirmlef^ui, Minisirr nf Ft>rrip.n Rehitians of Peru, to Henry Clay, 
Serretary of Slate of the United States ’ 

(tBANSl.ATUlNi 

Lima, November 16, tSzf. 

I'.xc i J.i.i'Nr Sir: I’hf I ntitTwiEnwi, MiruHtercif Fortntcn KelationBof 
the I’rruviari Uvjjuhlif, h«w rmnvitl urderB fr<nn hin (•overntHont to give to 
iUi Lscdlcm y, the Minister tif the t um*»iK>miing 1 tepartruenl in the I'nitetl 
States nf North Atneriea, a »ligl)t idea jif tin* events which preitared the re¬ 
cent jtnlitical inmjvalicms hy which I'erii was placed in a situation t<v govern 
itself, and in the thinger which threatens it, of a new war. 

After the victory nf Ayacncho had mnired the triunifdi of IndeiK'ndence, 
the Hepuldic had hojant that tieneral Ihilivar, faithful to his rejKNitetl ftrom- 
i«», would resign the Dictatorship, anti estahlish a natit»nal government. 
Hut far frtiin fulldling these promises, he ctaitrived to invi*8t himself with 
eBtraortlifiary jK»wers allegitig that the public Siifcty retiuirwi it to prevent 
anart hy. I he t ongress alarmetl by the fear of iinjH'nding evils, andseduced 
by the apt>‘*trnt diwntercstetlnens of (leneral Httlivar, clothcti him with this 
high authority on condition that he shoultl exercise it only in cases of civil 
ctimm«ilion« or foreign wars. Hut im mxmer hatl this law bwn winctioned 
than he arrogatetl to himself jKiwerH that did not Ijelong to him, and Ix^gan a 
capricious administration of the nation by instituting a t’ouncil of f.overn- 
rnenl wholly suljwrvient to his will. 

The t attlersignetl will ntii enter into a long detail of the vexations to which 
the 1‘eople were subjected under that admiidstration ntjr of the changes it 
umlerwrnt, while it continuetl to lx* the instrument selected to sink the State 
inu> degradation and ruin. I'hey looked forward to the meeting of the fim 
tieneral C‘c»ngrt?« with hojjes of relief from oppression, not thinking that it 
had l>cen mnvened for the purptwt* of sanctioning their servitude, and of 
Itring comjielletl to accept the (’onstitulion which (leneral Bolivar was then 
intfxMing on Ikdivia. The Deputies, firm in the determination not to betray 
the confidence of their constituents, expre«»cxl, in preparatory mtsetings, 
their resolution to mnstitutc the Slate themstdves, without subjecting 
themselves to the vdews of (leneral Bolivar, nor to the suggestions of his agen ts; 
who. unatde to divert them from their purfKm*, resorted to the exfxtlient of 
dcDying the installation of the Congreia, in the mean time, urging the 
Majcjrity to sign a representation, framed by (leneral Bolivar, reriuesting 
him to continue in command with the same powers, and pc»t{»ning the 
meeting of (‘ongress until the following year. 

Two month* had scarce elapsed, when abusing these fxjwers, he ordered 
the Council of Cmvernment to submit the above mentioned C'ode to the 
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examination, and for the sanction of the Electoral Collegt's which had just 
appointed Deputies, in the exercise of the sole privilege granted them by law; 
and, by means of intrigue and persecution, in every quarter, its apjjroval was 
secured, and the constitution which had been proposed by the first ( «mgreiBi. 
was superseded. 

While these scenes were acting in Peru other expedients were rm»rtit| to. 
for introducing the same order of things in C'olombia, through the agency c4 
the tumultuary movements in Venezuela, and of the acts hircetj by the 
Intendentsof Departments, from the municipalities and citizens, to j»r««’!.»im 
the Dictatorship and the Bolivian Code, in order to unite the waiihcrn 
States, from Panama to ('ape Horn, under a nominal ct»nfederat y. with a 
military government, having (Icneral Bolivar for its chief for life, 
by these events, the troops, left by him in Peru, for the [>ur|K»«’ of carrying 
his plans into execution, fearful that these should overturn the instituiioiisof 
their country, made a movement, on the ahtlr of January last, whem- K»le 
object was to renew their oath to protect them, 'rhis Capital av.iilmg her¬ 
self of so favorable a circumstance, expressert a wish that the naimr# shouhl 
constitute itself, and the Council of C»overnment, .HtTonding ihnw wrshr*. 
convened the Congress, without altering the existing order of things, am! the 
whole people of the Republic, hailerl the change with joy aiul 
Meanwhile, symptoms of reaction sesm began to slmw themselves atm»s»g she 
auxiliary troops; and as there did not, then, exist a Peruvian ! Mviwuii * ajwhle 
of preventing their const'tiucnces, the Ciovernrnent avaih*il itw'lf of the re- 
([uest of their olTicers to Ire suirfrlied with the means of returning to their 
country. This step which prudence dictatetl, and which neeesMiy calletl (or. 
in those circumstances, has drawn ufK»n it tlie censure of t ieneral Bolivar to 
such a degree tliat he now threatens us will) war. alleging wremg* .iml a»psra> 
tions, on our part, towards (“olombia, which are not even known u> the Vice 
President, Ceneral Santander, charged with the Kxttrutive Power of that 
Republic, but whose real and sole object is to involve us itt diwteniions. in 
order to .set himself up as mediator, and, on pretence that our present con¬ 
dition endangers the tranciuillity anti safety of {'olonibia, to ituerferc in our 
domestic alTairs, and restore the charier which our presimt t Onstilueiu 
Congress has declared null and of no value, on acettunt of the vit»lali«»n* 
committed upon the Sovereignty of the Petiple in tjrder to establish it. 

The Government of the Undersigned is convinced of the justice wdih which 
Peru acted in this political change, and that its only wish is to resjK'ct the 
rights of others, in order to secure its own, Heretofore it has refraine*! from 
uttering a single complaint of the humiliation and incalculable iiijurk's in¬ 
flicted upon it. It is notorious that the fleet of Peru was destroyed after the 
termination of the blockade of Callao; that seven thouwind Peruvians have 
been transported to Colombia, to swell the ranks of her armies, (hat the 
remains of ours, reduced to a mere skeleton, was scattercri over the buundtnw 
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exirni cif ihr rciufury; ds»il iiu> genemln and ofiicers in higheBt repute, were 
either renHn^i*t! frtjin the tif their country, or comf>elle<l to retire in 

v«duiiiary exile; tliat tlie extinguishment of the public debt, at home and 
abrmid, was ab*irKliirH*<t, in riinmpience of the extravagant ex{>enditureB for 
the niipiMirt iiiici equipment of tlu* auxiliary forces; that the disorder and 
dilapidation of the public treasury were mtndalous and that the citissens 
Ill the Biilivian t onsiiiution were j>erHecuttHl and banished, f)ri 
all this Peru has remained silent, in order tomve herstdf from the imputation 
of ingratiliidr which might liaxa* In-en cast u|Km her liy those not fully ac- 
c|uaiiut*tl with the fat is. amt to prtwrve union and peace with our Ally, the 
Hrpiililir of i tiliJtubia. Bui not even this generous oldivion afipears sufli- 
dent 1*1 drier i reneral Bolivar from their interruption. Hu* last intelligence 
from Bogota confirms it atsd the concentration of troo|m now making in the 
scniilirrn l^rpartiiirnts of (“< 4 t#riilna, implies tfireats of apfiroarhing hostii* 
iik^ wliicit are coiiitrnietl by tlie very papers puldished under his sanction. 

It naiiirally fotIuwH that C ♦enera! Hucre acting in the interest of Crciu 
Bolivar, wall, at ilir same time attack us in the south; which is likewise 
imlicait**! by liis pscparatioiiH, and rtmfirmetl tiy the neceHsily, in wdiich he 
iM^tirves hirimdf In ln\ of overturning us to avtiid the exfilosion which threat- 
rii.s llfdivia, u|Mm ihr same grounds. 

Hie roiidaiirt! burrs t 4 i'olombia and Ikilivia shall not comiuer Peru, 
sysiaiiird as die in by justice, and a public opinion strongly in favor of her 
iniiiiiuiioim. But lirr government iteplores the hitter comprornim* which she 
will tH- romi'^dtnl to make, if the principles of international law are trcslden 
Ufidrr fiHil, and tlie fatal reHtdis which await American Liberty, if the event 
nhmdd not answer our lio|K"s. KcMilved to leave nothing undone, on her 
pari which may rrmove all motives of war, bathe the iialicm in American 
am! prolong her misfortunes, Peru will exhauHt all reasonable and 
riincilialory exjmlirru.fi affordtxl by her situation and ability, to avoid this 
exirriiie; and that tlie Ciovernment of the United States, impelled by a 

rongrniality rtf principles, am! by the love of humanity, will interpose its 
{Kiwrrfid inrdialton in defence of the fieare and freedom of Peru. 

With itiis view, tlie rndrrmgnetl has lK*en authari2*.ed to write this com- 
municalion to the Minister, to whom he tenders the profound respect (etc.]. 
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lOOS 

IVilliam Tmhr^ llnikd SMes Cmsul ai IJm 4 , Icj Henry il^y, 5 r^rrl«ir? 1?/ 

Siuit 0 f the llmieti Siiiies ^ 

('cnifUleiitial. Lima* Ai-'i-rwl'-rr iMjy. 

Sie: In rny \mt iFttrr cif the 7** inst. whirh w*m i^y a vr«^| 

Inninci hcirne clirert, I mki mnnethirig on the jnibirel of ifiiniiiois Ly ilir 
U. S. & Lnghinci, to prevent the war with whirh IVni i?i tfsrrairiir^l hy ft«4o- 
vitr, & avert by their nuHliation jcnnily or wefwrairiy* a irairi of mi4m^ 
lune« to (‘olornhiti ik IVru» im tfiii letter whirh I forwMr«l iiiitlrg rovrr to !i!r 
I^nrtiiett may rrarh you earlier, I will riTiipitulalr wluii iM-i iirirtl im ifir 

It Inking evklrnt by the arrciunti^ rereivt^l from C'olofriba*o that Hohvar 
fiir from Imn^ warru^J by the events that hat! lakni |il4« r lirtr, «4 fhr iriiiirar’ 
ticability of hi?4 phuw, wan cm ifie ronirary, r\riir4 to a |ai*li fury on 
learning the t^hork they had rereived; & that hr iiiiinrdoiirlv i-ollrfir«! art 
army to march <»n Bogotaafter Iraitipling dnwai ilir p4irio!fi $n ihr rapiia! 
ik the adjoining provinces, whirh wa*rr the only fiiirin «4 ilir rrpiildir r^rmpi 
from hm dictatorial nw'ay, that he W'uiihl ihrn pOMwd iiiltiinrtl mitli a 
of vengeance to rri^ubjnEate Bern. By the apiJr.iranrr^ %n t y»hsi«liui, ihr 
palrioiH liiHmied uiKi! 4 e lu tipjiKme Idni, & circiiini^iatiirf^ W'«nsl 4 m% lon^rf 
admit of the dinguim*, he han riuleaviuiretl to maiiiiain ir*^i niiwii 

indml) but that he would Ir rom|iel!etl to fsiiidi fiir rmn of ilir irpiiblsc. 
by opeidy mmuming the lutme military diriiitisrr fdkiai«ir4u|r^| %n tlir rniirr. 
which he already exerrinetl in the L^t^irrn & S«iiilirr« itrparifiiriii 

Authentic inforiiuilkm wa^ rereivtnt here of the m 4 vtn hr hail givrti iu 
collect ii ftirre in (Hiayaquil, far the inviimuii of IVru* ik ihr pfrpafaitiry in- 
irigucH that were to Ik* carried on* while the new’»|ia|Wi* iindri hm ronifoiiL 
were lilted with the mmt bitter rrproairhr# A* ali^iird mxitmtlmm against iliit 
country. All thes** fart« left no dcmbt of hi« iiurfiiioiiii, ik who mm 
minister the alfaim td Peru, lire Ick> siilifiiatrly arijiiaiiilrfl w'lili fii* rhafarirr. 
to have \mm for a marneiU off their guard.. For two iiiofiifii ha 

Mar haw la^n rollerling an iirmy in the Xorili* rratly i«i mm ihr 
mcmt of the corpn have already arrivt^d or arr on the way to ilirir dralifiaiiofi 
Perhapfi the* whole army of Peru may Im e^iimairtl at mnm of whom 
6cHK>will be a!iSK*mbled in the north* the remairnlrr he rriaiiird 
the movementu of Sucre, ^ at vitrioun jMiinln in ifir muxim grral riforii have 
been made to call the whole militia into active M*rvsrr fur ihr piirfMiiir of k«l 
duty. Admiral Ciuinc! was to !ct?ward to watch any iiicnTfiirfii lliai iiisgfii he. 

^ * MS. Dkpiitrh« frnm Braill^ VI. Thh prwIwWv h#vr Wn iM wall Tm 4 m"% 

C ortular Ftrtr £i chtfil 4’iii^irr^ m Pra«l wm 4af«l Jii»# 

ari, 1B2J1 but evkknily ht had mn kh IJrryi when thkilki^trli wm jud 

hr cmrrHxl It with him tu Hb «k Janririi, dbiittlchlng It fnw th^m. 
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aUrmpirtI \$y m\i. llir frig^lr hr in, mtmnl^ 50 i^um Sc m m fifir ordrr, Si. 
hr hiiM two or ihrrr -jiatiullrr 

l*hr furt'r at iVru will |iro|,i,il 4 y !«“ ntpial in mifliU-’r to ,4iiy ifie caisi 

brini^ rav.ilry, il w$l! Iwi- ilrtitlrtlly i 4 a|MTic>r Inith 

in nuiiiUT & iiinitiiy, %\ ihr .iriny gnirrally, will \w aiiiiiiatini by 11 of 

tlir juHlii-r flirii ihr slrploiiiblr bilr llnsl will nltriid ifsrm if roll- 

t|Urrr«t,, Sc 4 viviil rri oll« isi. 4 i of thr long of iiijiirii*# 4 iifl tiillrr iiwulls 

ihry rrt'rivnl lioiii fhr i 'ohniitsiaii^. Ab 4 «#rnrr 4 l, Moliv^r iut» lilllr to m*« 
onwirful fiiiii, Iiir^ noloiir. vrhriiiriifr Sc arfivity; iliinir tlicl w^mcler^ 

whrn ihry wrrr r\rrlr 4 iii l!ir r.iiiM* «»f p*ilrioli^fli Sc ifit!r|«”ii4rfirr; it will 
m*'iii wlirihrr sbry ran tnivr llir »44tsir tilrrl in 4 raiiifuign* whrrr hr ran «ifi!y 
ilimuLilr hill fnlhiwriii wilts itsr tio|ir»of plufsslrr, La XLir tsftc|utilii«lly thr 
(ir^l grfirra! in Nnsih Amrrira. to a ri^cnlar inilslary ofiiralhni. iiritliani 
vaUnsr ^ rxiwiirnrr in rvrsy variriy i 4 warfarr agaifi.^! llsr linrBl ircHip% of 
NafKiIron, hr iphlr^ ibsriy yram of wrvirr, Sc Bolivar# who wamn'igiiially «aily 
II raplaiti of snihiia# i» a* irilrrsor i« tisiis ar^ a grsirrat, cm hr h in pubhr ik 
privair vtrliir If lliry rvrr uislrw- llir msjx^riority of burr Int very 

grral on thr n% 4 r of llolivar. I havr rniirr roiifstlriirr lhaf fir will l^* 

if C^rri. Bolivar IopI lirrn an Imfirtl man, if hc'* had rriisrnril hornr wiili fsin 
lriM*p?a iifirr ihr fait «4 t 'allao, how tiiflrrrni w^imhl tit^ now fhr niafr of Soiiih 
Amrrira! C“t4oiiit#i4 ^ IVni afirr two yrar^ «4 rr|i«i-M* &i rx« 

|Hnirr«, woiihl tuivr had thrir |ir«*.iij»rrsl.y rtnifsrsimh ihrsr fMdiliral ik finarirint 
rrt^tlil rtlabhthnh ^ thr mad hofirt of S|kssii tnsvr Imh^is w 4 so!ly «;ltM-oiiiitr- 
riariwl. Iiwlrmt of fhi^ |i«.»Uirr tif affiiirB, C\4cissibi4 hm Iwn llirow^n info 
iiiKirrhy, clivssircl iiiiii fariion*, iiis|.M;4Vrri4irtl ic* an rxrrwvr tlt'^grrr# # »yb* 
jrrtwl to II fiiilslary 4 rii|M>li»its. llir two iVrUB havr t^rrsi drgnidrtj ik op- 
prrm^l {iryond dr«Tipikm* i'hilc krpf in a Btisfr of BtSB|irnM" il tinrawnr**; & 
Burriot Ayrr« rnlarcitt to a iliilr of tcital dtwmttitiois of ihr republic, & lhal 
hrroir c:ily Irf i to rimiriid alone agaln^l thr llriwb, {k alt this ruin # di^race 
have tiwi ihr re*iill of itir inirigum & wniitrr iiwlistion of a iingk niiin. 
Spain* drrrrpid m »hr m, wilt mtitl & «.4y, lluil ttir»r rourilrin itiuil again 
rrlurn lo thrir attrgiani’i? to from itir iniiirri»rif inde{>rncleiittJ, For 

atf llsit fiianii of rvil, even the »urrt'*»i of hi^ mlsrriir* wouk! hold out no hof^ of 
altcvsafiofi; rvrry one who ricamtrtei them ma«t iiermvc, that they <io not 
ihr gyarant^, & conlain thr iwetlsng muh of iierfieiuat 

reartioii and iiiayfrc«“ficin. 

Rrfktrisng cm ih»r tubjeclp, S: m\ ihr wnprsnriptrd character of thc^ war hr 
now menarrs, it cwurrrd let mr* ihai the mrdiatiem of the Ih S. ik of Fng» 
land either ic^rlfirr cir ftrfMiralely might \w oblatned, |andj would of cemrm^ l>e 
eff«livr» & alike to t olimibiii & fVru* for in thti raf«? while ImuH 

mufitrses arr la Im* the vsriims# it m ifidivkluiil ambsiiofi alone, w^hsch in to Im» 
gratifiiKb Farh of the |iciwer» iilmve named hm its p$€idmr motives for 
wtihing to me lhe« aHirilries enjoying fmag & pra»perily» liimides the jKJwer» 
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ful reitwns of ^UiUu tmimm to \mth, agatnut thr ifiorcliiiair 
and perniriouKatTutoukuion of fMwer isi ihr hands of an arntgatii 
Bolivar has agrrilM iHTwinally devotc^i to hiiti in v^rimm pkirr^, ^ fVrn m dl» 
mwt wholly imrvprm*runf abraack t 'ncirr all them* cirriiiiifiiafirw, frcim the 
great ronfidenre ^ friinkmw with whirh Cknt. I,a Mar %t h%m numi nmfnlm* 
ttid aclviM^r I>r. Luna Lijearro Innh tionc^r im\ ^ \mnh of wlitaii I *1111 in ili« 
habit of mnng daily, I nought a privaite inirr%arw with ihriii logrilirr, %% iitij 
before them the mm%m, which 1 thought refitlm*<l if im iVty lo apiml 

to iHith theM* friendly nations, tiy miding asufriiiriamnint « 4 1 mm lloliv.jr*i. 
corulurt in this roumry. with a sketch of the mair «f affairs 4% ihr war 

with which they are rnenaml by him; art-tmiparnr^! with s inirt frurti Itrii 
La Mar in the PreEulent & the King. & without dirrtily rkiiiiwii thro itiiri- 
veruitms preparing the way for iMith iiatioiiti to oflrr itirir ffirintly 
Peru muld have ntuhing tti fear from if. m she wm only arting Insiii ilir 
sternest nmmsity of defence, asksfor nothing tint f^acr irafif|siil|iiy, 
& to enjoy a government which is the nearly clitiy r til ilir iiaiitifi 

They IkuH asiamtiHl to the profirirty of my suggrBinam, %% m a untJiiil ifiirr* 
view it was agreetf that the dmamirrils should ifiimetlmirly ptrpMrA | 
have since urgcnl the contluHson of this aflair. as the ii was a 4 «i|ital ilir 

t>ett€»r ■ -and onlay one ml of these dt*spairhrs wrrr |f»rm-ar«lr<i Ity 4 
Killing diriTt for London. & it may tit* ra!rukiie«|, that thry wil! rraeli ilinr 
acidress by the first of March. I also wrote confidmiia! Iriirr* to two 
m%M of my acquatniitfu’e in that rountry. giving ihriii a ^krich of ihr 
Cieii. Bolivar h now, & has lieim for a long time piisl. pkiyifig m ftinro 
triv%: ik explaining the very strong iiitrrrst that Lnghiricl tia* in wvitig firarr 
restored; the iridivitluab to whom they are addrrsfnL by itirir M 

conritTtionii ran havt* some infhienrr on tlir qumtmm. Hniiilaf 
aihlresml to you & to tfir President will Iw forwarded by fitr lifsi 
tunity. In the meaiitimei sfiinild it tM"«lermt*tt rxfieihrtil t« lakr any slrfmin 
lliin matter in lamjunrtkm with Lfigkintl. inir Miiiisirr in tliai rtttmlry fiiight 
Ik* in»trurte<l acr«>rdingty. Should it tn* efrridnl by riltirr m li«.ifh natiwii in 
offer their nwliation. it is of great iffifKirlaiirr that no lifitr shinilfi twr li»i. 
The ciirtirully with r€*s{K»ii to fiiianrrs. m well as that arisifig the mAmm, 
ns the winter now lH*gins in the moiiiuaiiis, ^ kisi» four m five iiirifiitii* mill 
probably prevent ln« getting a stiflirirril fnrcr to loiayatitiil lo atlritifif an 
invasion Indore the months of April or May. Siirrr cviii hardly tin mmr iliafi 
form a neg.ilive diversion, he h not strong enough In alleftini ati wvawn of 
Peru, but a cortstderalile force nitisl tie krpl on ihr fmiilirr !*» w^alrli 
'Phe {irolialiiliiy of his returning t«:i Liilonibia. of whirh ! sfwikr in piy hist, is 
altogether at an end. All ihi* ofFirial Irlirrs ^ orders tm itii« Piilifrii mlnrfi 
filled a whole gaieilr. were only a rrfMqitioii of our of ihr iwial tricks of the 
iihitmel»» Bolivian srhoot; as at ftir Kiine lime C ‘id, Lrrtiaiidr# was wif to all 
the dtif*» lo exact #igrtatyr«^ from the lnhabitarit.iijfif rraiiiig him iicii ici kmT, 
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whilr ctir whuir ctniiiiry m un the e%*r cif in^yrmiuin loget rid cif him, & 
which till nil ire waiil iinm ufily prevnu^ from liyrmtiiig into iictioii. 

I ,irn awarr ifoit ! h 4 %"r hrrr i 4 krii ciiiinidmitikMielimry* hut they 

muit In* roji^iclrrrd ihr *it'U i4 4 private iiifltvif{u 4 l. I ho|H? the I*re^ideftl 
may not \m* di^^alifilirtl wjlti iiiy oniilyrt«c'rrlaiii ! am* that if the niliiation of 
thfw ccnirurir'»* ihr rliararirr ^ virw^ of Ilulivar, ^ thr ronM’C|iieiiri^ lint 
wciiild follow thru mtrvrm were fully iMith the 1'. S. & ICnghmci 

woiihl not iiisty oiler llirir iiirfliaikm, Imi sf orc^rmary aroiiii|Miiiy it with MO 
iltrriuitivr ttuil w^mld u% arrrplafH'r 

I have the hoiior |rlr,|, 

P. S. I forwar*! with ihi» iiiidrr «ovrr lo Mr, Poirimnt a roiitidmiia! letter 
from tkm, I.a Mar to Urti. Victoria, rrsfirtiirig thr nitiialion «4 IVrii thr 
altark with whirh ^hr $s ihrralriirfl; fire^iifihiig cm the jii»t ^ liormrahlr frel» 
irig»of the govrriiiririii of Mr%k'o ill a rauw, wliirh ha^ a rommon Ic* 

a rrrtaiit drgrer for all ihr iirw* rrpwtiho of this Ckmiifwil- 


ICMKi 

Mmrs C Wiry, C cl*4jf«iirrf a/ $kr Vnktd SMr% Ml Ium4, l«i Hmry Chy^ 
Sr€frkiff fi/ SMr «i/ ik^ Untied SkiieM ^ 

Lima, limembtr ij, 

ll firrm» that t#riK Hurrr iioiwifhiilafiiliog hit prrtmdrd drtrrifiimiififi 10 
evariiatr Bolivia ^ im piitdiitml pr« laitialioii order# let lhal 

ellrf'l of w'hii'ii I have lirrrlolorr ififormrd you, ha^, if hr r%“rr ^riciu^ly eii>* 
Irrlaiiird itsr idea, mm aliatidciiird it, at Ira^l for llir prrwril. His Miniticr 
here Mr. Wratit*, fia# rrt'alln} by him ^ left iliiii 'City ywlwliiy. The 
reaming fc»r iliii rrrall mr mil known, ^ wr are only left to cc:Mi|cff:ture that it 
ii owing lo ihi# giiv. Iiiivifig di^lifinl ici m^mi a Miiii?»lrr In Ikilivia, & having 
artiiiMirl lit drirrifiirialkifi lo rrrognii:r the liic|r|.^mdefice of Bolivia* only in 
llir e^TOl of ihr alm^nre of a fcirngn fcirrr. 

* friim Pern* h 
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Willmm Tudar, UnUed SMes rx-Cmsulai IJmi-, I& Mmiim I'an Bmirm. 
i 4 $ry of Stol# th€ UniSed SMes * 

Irxtmact! 

Confitleruial. Riu HE jAMiliict* dii£u%! 

‘rhe newfi fnmi IVrti m of the mmi diKistrtnis ilriMrripliciiE mn rrLifr-i^ tu ibr 
inde{H*fuirncr of that rounlry; and the of the uiitr|M*r rwftmn 

A nmujur b in rirriiUiticm, that 11 revoluticni had ocTurmI so 1 4111.^1. a fiEiA».irfT 
had taken place &v, I have nothing later that i»aiilhefilic ihafi ihr 
acTtJunt^nf the engagement, which rmdin} in thrdrfeal cif ihr varigiiafil ^4 
the Peruvian army at the Portete de Tart|yi. Ctamariii the in rmn- 

mand» ap|K^ari^ tci have raumt the defeat hy hits rowardirr, # itftrrwaftim u» 
have»eaU*d ihediiigntreaf hbcounlry by hii trrarhery, wtiirh rciiifliic i m 
fec*tly hafriioriimm with hin whole cartw. La Mar ici fiavr 

unhurt, after rxtHmrig htnwdf to the hollr^f of the ligtil* # I havr mu 
frcHU ihecharacter and opinion^of the mail, in iliehi»|ir «»f nrliiirig killri! Hr 
in one of the bravest & purest I ever knew; but iirtiiig with rrlii€:^fafirr sn a 
(Kililical situiUicm, rxteiniattx! by ill hrattti,%^ Hiirroumlrtl by stiaiiy in wlitfin 
he has no amfidenre. His letter to Surrr after the arlic^ti, m a miEifk.Ab!r 
dot‘ument, which probably will have Ihtii piiblithwi in llir l \ S. Ifr tww 
would have made thew charges of iimwiiiialiori, if he had fifit kntiWii ibrm i« 
Ik* welbfoundtHl, Be the individual inrnticinetL i» minmillifig ihriiE hm 4 .ib 
ready t^stabliiihtKi their re{mtatkm in lama by former ucIm in f liai way Ait 
opinicai may l»e formi?d from x\wm evenisi, if Peru will havr to niillrr. ffom 
thin rK*w & vindictive invaiitm. Bolivar itpimari la have nrlreirti 
priaiie agentii to t»enetriite in the vanguarfl; II mmy of itte inclivitittui# m m. 
have already iniide themsi^tvw natorioui, liy the mc«l reiiMirwlr^ plumim 

asi^^iwniiiionn. 

In the caintulution, Sucre profe^e#, that they do not wid%, single gram 

of the mml of Peru **■.thii m a fiivorite, anablbheti cfxprf^tiii. At the ^me 

time the whole rmmrcei of Ixith Penib have ticen »f at tliM-'triicnE 

imd without any account rendered* by hiiii^lf & Ikilivar* m% Ictng mm ihry brM 
ficmii«?»ion. It in meant ulna, that it ihould lie inferrerl* they nci plant 
against Pmu but will make {wmet under the miKiktiofi of the I “iiilrfl Stairs, 
or Home other |K,Jwer. W’hile at the fcime time they hiiw lm*n tnccm^ifiily 
striving by every of Intrigue & mrrupticin, to re-€^ial4i.4i iliritiMdvr» 

in that amntry. Independently of it in tmng the nmier of tbr rttnirpi^ 
plated empire, the mlnei of that mmiry »iill remtain great rkhrm, mml 
lombia is reduced to the last stage of |K>vrriy H exiiaiwiicm. 

The interest I was obliged to take during my fesiclerire in ttiiil royiiify, in 

* MS. Dk^tcliei from Brasil, VII. Alihmigfe ihb wa* «iat«l at Eia cfc Jaf^iro. ii Iws fl» 
wlioUy with Fmu ind has ^.leciiiriiily u M it had In 
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their al!^ir?4. whirli were mi clre|ily tnvolwcl in the e^teriMve & siiniiler designs 
of lifilivar, ^til! makes iiie rrgiircl them with a solidtycle which ii thcirciugh 
iicc|uaintatice with the I'hanirlrr iiriiiriples of name of iht? principal actors 
only itnnU to aggravate. Hut* it m ritii iiiy inlemicin to dwell cm events, of 
wtiow cRTurmH'i* Illy iidoriitatkifi h u.m tardy, to Im of itny %tm, in ttmveying 
llirin to you: I orslv purjitm^d ici offer a irw remarks on ifie iubiwt of our 
metliaiion, rnrniionr*! in ihr rapitiilalkm. 

After tkiieral La Mar had tietm muml rrhictaiitly eBtablmbed in the Primb 
drncy of i Vru« hr hiiiisidf iimimlmlrly threairtuHi with the hostility of 

ft _ __ t _ . . ' # II “ » • ‘ ft K‘ • » 


tr roiMilry **, and in this ihry were mixmmful, that the 
:rrw, wliirti tM?fan tmdrr good aisupirrm, & roritainrc! 


cansr nr iia«i lo iiiaiin4ifi|C¥ iir wm rp«iwiaatiic*iiiy repypucan in nm princo 
pl». fir fibirciril to iiiakifig «iirh a prcifMmih on tfie ground that Prrti had 
Lillrti Ml low, had l^ii ihr %dri$f« of wrh sirangr cli«i»ierB, that yntil ii am» 
stilutkifi wm mgMtMml, &. their fiiumrir* were in 4 ^tatr to meet their engage* 
mrrtit any ovrriiirr imi Iiim part wwild tir digfitrd, and that he did not wish to* 


intrrfrrrrirr, would |wiify ilsrm in offering it, if 
. Ik* prrvriii all su^pitioii of view# rin my 


Suilra, lo Lfigtand, & to Mexirti. Al Irnglh thi» was ccm»riiird to; and a 
meniorkd was drawn up, not tty ihr fiericm I h*id suggr^tid, but by an in¬ 
ferior hand, ili«* the regukr orgtin for the purjic^. It wa» ihewn to me, & I 
thought not worth while, thci* not mi iibk 11 pa|>er iw I could have wisht*tL to 
obitTi to inferior itriiiili 'byt it wan riiiidr cnil & ddiwred to me, ^4: 1 for- 
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however our mediation by any accident be called for, it will only be to sport: 
with our credulity, unless the most ample precaution is taken, as he did, 
that of several nations in the farce of Panama; & it will require great penetra¬ 
tion and firmness in the mediator, not to be the dupe of his designs. There is 
little doubt, that the subject will be entirely obviated, by his again obtaining 
absolute controul of the two Peru’s, and once established in Lima, with Sucre 
at his old outpost, (tho* perhaps the latter may be fixed for a time in Lima, 
till Colombia is finally organized) the former intrigues will be resumeci, 
against Chile, & Buenos Ayres, & probably with success; while the same ef¬ 
forts will be carried on in Central America, amidst the distractions which he 
has assiduously fomented in that country. 

The ambition of Bolivar is extravagant, unprincipled & reckless. He 
unites in a singular degree of perfection, two qualities that are not often allied 
in the same individual, duplicity & vehemence. His plan of forming Spanish 
South America (to say nothing of some change of boundaries with Brazil) 
into one empire, will be pursued implacably, to the last moment of his life. 
His schemes are ill-digested, impracticable, offering no guarantee, no hope of 
stability; yet they may succeed to a considerable extent, & during his life a.11 
the resources of those countries, will be wasted in the attempt to form an em¬ 
pire, that even should it be realized to the utmost of his wishes; will only en¬ 
tail a long course of intestine commotions, and at his death, leave the palpi¬ 
tating fragments, to the endless rivalry & contention of his lieutenants. His 
arrogance is unbounded, & his ardour indefatigable; obstacles & opposition 
excite vengeance but not reflection. The heroic constancy of his early ef¬ 
forts for the independence of his country, would have covered his name wit:h 
laurels; but the same quality directed against the liberty of his own & other 
countries, will hereafter blend it with execrations. 

I ask pardon for wandering so far from my immediate post; but the trut:h 
is, that the ambition here denounced, bears upon the concerns of the whole 
Southern part of our Continent. 


1008 

Samuel Lamed^ Charge d''Affaires of the United States at Lima^ to Martin Vctt% 
BureUy Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Lima, December 15, 182Q. 

Sir: Grand Marshal Gamarra, the provisional President of this Republiclc, 
arrived here on the 25th ultimo. On the 26th., I addressed a note to the 
Minister of Foreign Relations, of which a copy (marked A.) will be found 


^ MS. Dispatches from Peru, I. 
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annevetl, transmitting to him a copy of my credentials, and requesting an 
au«!ietue. The Minister replied on the 27th., as will be seen in the subjoined 
traiwlaliun of his letter (nmrktKl B.) focing Monday, the 30th ultimo, as the 
day for my ret-epiion. Amirdingly, on that day, at the hour afijminted, I 
waiutl on the Minister of Foreign Relations, at his Office, presentetl him my 
letter of eritlenre, and the Note transmittwl to me from the Department, for 
him. in re|»ly to the communicaliun of his predecesst>r to the Secretary of 
State. The Minister, in succession, presentetl me, in my Publick character, 
to the {V«’*i<lenl. 

I»n this cHcasion, I statrtl icj the government of Peru -agreeably to my 
instfttctions, and in reference to the subject of the letter of Mr. Mariategui, 
it# former Minister of Foreign Relations, almve alluded to - that the govern- 
n»rnt of the t'niterl States hatl ever taken and continued to feel, the deepest 
inierest in the success ami priwjrerity of the Southern Republicks of the 
t'ontinrot of America. It was sensible, that jjeare is retjuircrl by their 
condition to enalile them to re[>air the ravages of war; to establish and 
conwilitlate their free institutions, arnl to take that re«[>eciablc stand 
among the Nations tif the Fatrih, which it is sincerely hoped they will 
oc«'ii|»y. 

Notwithstanding that, by the recently made {K*ace, the subject had lt»t 
mm h of its imjKirtame; still, as a prcxif of the interest which the Dnited 
Siatrs ttmk in the welfare of this c<»untry: and of the attention which the 
cojnmunscation of its Minister of Foreign Relations had met with, I was 
induced to rdiserve. further, that the Minister of the Uniterl States at Bogota 
laid l*rrn ebarget], amongst the first duties which he should jjerform u|>on his 
arriv.d there, to c omimmicate to the government of t’olambia, the President's 
"an^uiui wish, that the war might l>e averted, if it had not broken out--or 
might !*e honourably terminated, if it had mmmenccd." And that he had 
lieen tlirrrtetl to embrace some suitable occasion to communicate this senti¬ 
ment to the tolornhian f iovernment, and to expre#® the gratification which 
the President wtmid derive from the reestablishment of peace and a good 
underslaruting lielween the two countries; in whose prosperity and happiness 
the Fnitetl Staten must ever feel a lively Interest. 

That the government of Peru could not estimate too highly, the solicitude 
which that of the United States fell in its welfare; and that it would be ever 
ready to manifest this stilidtude in any manner in its power, not inconsistent 
with the paramount duties which it owes to the People of the United States. 
That the policy of the United States is that of peace and friendship with all 
nations; always regretting, hut carefully avoiding taking any part in, their 
wars; and atwiaining, with the utmost caution and delicacy, from all inter- 
ferem* in their internal concerns. 

The Preaklent of this Republick, expressed his high gratification at this 
friendly proof of Interest, on the part of the United States, in their behalf: 
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and requeiited me to convey to the i*rc«id«nt his grateful ac&nowWIgemeni*. 
therefor, in the name of the People of Peru. 

On the »ame day, the Minister of P’oreign Relations addressed roe a note. 
pur{>arting that the government had formally retxjgniitetl me a» fhar# 
d'AfTaires of the United States to this Republick. 

I have the honour (etc.). 



PART xn 

fOMMlINICAl'IONS FROM RUSSIA 



C-OMMUNICATIONS FROM RUSSIA 


1(K>9 

WiJJi&m Pinkney, l^niled States .\finisttr to Russia, to John Quincy Adams, 
Seerelary of Slate of the United States ' 

iKxrnMt! 

St . Pl t t-.HsuUKC, September ij/25, 1817. 

i have cfuleaviturtHl let awfrlaiii iht* views of thin (iov*. relative to the 
struggle in Spanish Aineiica. Vcm know the tiilficuUy of o!)taininK any sure 
information here u{x>n siu h nnhjeetH; and 1 am free to admit that I have none 
sui’h to give you iijmih this. Nothing is to la? extractetl (for 1 have trietl 
re{>«*iit«llyj from the S{»ani»h Minister-Kesident, ihrougli whom perhaps, the 
Mm}»er€»r might not ehocwie to communicate with the Clov*. of Spain on this 
hu*ine*», The other memlwrs of the Corps diplomatique apiH’ur to know 
nothing of the matter; hut some of them ridicule the idea of Rinwian inter- 
pcwiiion in this transatlantic contest. As to the Russians alKiut the Court 
&V. they know little, ant! they tell that little with exemplary rroerve. 'I'he 
Mihjcri has l»t*en meniioneti to me once hy a [lerstm t»f consideration, whether 
casually or hy tlcsign I t!t» not know. In the courst; of a pretty long conversa¬ 
tion with the Prince (iaiitictn at I’eterholT he took (K*casion to allude to S. 
Am*, and t<i ask my opinion of the protwihle sueem of the resistance of the 
Cohniies. 1 told him frankly that 1 had no doubt at all of its final success, 
wh.itrver ol»tacle« might retartl it for a season. 1 said, however, that I had 
no knowledge of the subject but what I collected from newspapers and no 
o|Mnion «{»n it hut my own. VVe conversetl u{>on this topic for some time, 
but I did not jjcrceive that he ttKik any particular interest with the ('.ov‘. of 
Spain a« to the colonic*, although I thought it plain enough that he was no 
(urtiMn of the latter. 

My notion b that nolxaly here cares half so much about this quarrel as 
they seem to do in France ami England; yet I have suspicions that the 
Emjsrror will in some way or other meddle in it: very friendly relations (dis- 
play«l occasionally with some parade) exist lielween the Emperor and the 
King of Sjwin, and, although it might naturally l>e expected that out of 
Kuro|»e ihr Emperor wmuld leave him to manage his own affairs as he could, 
this case, of re*istance by subjects to kingly rule and of an effort to multiply 
Rejmblk*, may Iw thought to call for a general combination in Europe to 
discourage and repress it. The Knifwror must however, calculate worse than 
he is in the habit of doing if he puts himself seriously against the revolution in 

* MS. Wifsitches from Russia, VI. William Pinkney, of Maryland; Commiwioned 
envny exirawrdiiwry anti miniater bca*P'>ten*'*ry to Russia, March 7, 1816; left post, 
Fehxuary 14. iSia. 
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S. America* If it t>e true that a new Congrtw (or rather mi hiiemmfm erf 
Sovereign!!) In to taike pUice neKt summer at /lix h Ckmpdk Urn ii! t^onficiriiily 
mikh ami im I tHflieve) the affium of S. Arnerk!a will I firrsuiiir lit* t.ilkrtf «4 %m 
that «Ha,^ai 4 itnr - 


1010 

WUimm Pinkneyt Uniied Mmisier i& Rmsh, Jnhn 

ei/ Skiie of /Ar l^^nUed 5 liilri ® 

IHJCTKACrj 

St, Pirri<R* 4 |<rRi;, 5r/4rwArf Jg tklirf^rr II, if 17 , 

Sir: li h only i^inre the tlale of wy hi^l that I have im .wall 4 

way m to »isre of the farll that the IL t kivrfiiiiiriil mjiiiriiiiir mm-^ 
efirertet! U. i'atfnart Ui prei!^ llie Mfn|i€:’rtir*ii MssiiBirrs fc»r rrla^ 

live to hin aU|i|H>ml tnirfuioii to oiler hi^k mwlialkiii Iviwrrii S|*as« & iia 
ciiloiitrs. You know that tfir Mfiglii^h iiriiri^|ia|MT^ liavr maisl ilial 

this offer may or w*^. U’ fiia«lr. mnl tiavr even Roiir m! far km to siair ilnil 
Rumia waB atMHil toaBsiml Sfiaiii loMilMiue tlir rolciiiirs wilhoiit llir errriiMiiiy 
erf a prr^vtoiis irmler erf nmliatiem* Hriire ihr alMivr iirrfrn f«i 1 .^ t allirafi, 
llir afiBWer of XrBMrfrcKir that ihrrr wai ii« lryi!i iti iiLo 

liofw; aiitl tie Iuib rejM^atwl hi» anaurarireii mi ffri|tiriilly ^ raffir^ily iliat 111.1 
rfiitlht ran tn* rrawrialily enlertainecl, or al any rale drrriilly r%|irr^^!, on 
the Bulijt-ri > 

I 1 i€^ ^ale id the fleet fiirniitinc^d in iiiy last (whirh I take to |jr rrrlainl ran 
M'arttrfy Im,’' roiimicleri*tl a fierfiTlly mnitral {»rfi«m 4 iiig with rr»|mi to llie 
C^oloiiirB, but, if ii lira sole, it Icmliuw that the Mii«|wor iitii mean 
to embark m a |wrt y iit the , I iay ** if li Ar i^Taiw ilirrr air 

fiol waiiliiiR llifm* who lielievr that it m a B4ilr m form only. I am rial cif 1I14I 
Oliinioii. 


* MH, fwii VL 
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It*AN8U.TIOn1 

Xmsmn MemmmI am the Neiaimimn rehHm to the Question of Rio de la Plata, 
iff mjke Pacifimtian of the Colonies; far communication to 

ike tmieresled Courts ami to the CaMnets of the Mediating Powers ^ 

Mohc ow, November 17, 1817. 

I hr ciltKiiil N*ciie clrliveml on the iB. of October by the Ambassador of 
iim Mott baichfyl Majesty la the Ministers Fleni|KJtentiary of the Mediating 
C oiirift |irrmmii m% iidcliiianal evidence to that already existing in favour of 
the iiM^nitLiiU rxercbetl by the KurotK?an Alliance on the regular and 
lawful roiir?^^ cif iKiliiiral iiflairs of the greatest interesl. 

If ill the rxtMHrtalian of this infallible raiuU that the respective t'ourta 
thrnmdvrs, as well an the CKrcaiitm of the conunotiuns at b'ernam- 
iMHir |f*rrfi 4 itiliiiraf|. m on that when His (’alholic Majesty thought fit in 
hk wi^darsi in rail the altentiim of His Allitm to the general silualiun of the 
vmi and Irriilr regifinm t»f the other Hemisphere which Europe is so deeply 
iiurrr^iwl in firrM^rving for ever from the horrors of Revolution. 

Hrfrrring dirrrfore Ui the accession of His Most haithful Majesty [to) the 
w'hirh hiive herelofore taken place between the ('abinets, 
rrlatiir to the i|tie»ltcin cif Rio de la Plata, and to that of the (‘olonies, the 
C 'tiuri of Riim?^ 8 a will reply to all the cn*eriurt*s which were made to it on these 
siiliirt'i#* t-iy a»ymitig m a primary {Kniil, as the sole motive of its opinion, 
the vital imiMsrianre «d conducting the ni^gotiation in (|ueslton to a prompt 
and hapfiy i»ur. 

In fact, from the iiioirient that iheluufid interests of Spain shall be Uimlified 
uiih ihme a/ Hnmt md Portugal, under the s^ifeguard of the impartial and 
roIliTiivr iiiiervrntion of all the Poweri cif KurojH*, it will perhajjs be easy to 
prtMtucr »urh 11 conrrrt of measurei, by meims of a general agreement^ as 
shall tie* cvilrulaitMl to rt^store the inhabitants of the (’olonieii to that peaceful 
and hiinc^rablr exiiilence, to which they are destined by the paternal wisdom 
of ilirir rrsfM^^tiw Sovereigns. 

Suc'h are the wishes of Hii Majwty the Emperor. And it is with the hope 
of ilirm |Mriicitjiited finj by his August Allies, that His Imperial 

Majrftiy ha* ramrnanded hii Minbter to state on the present occasion the 
wlikh Miiction them, m well as the considerations which seem to 
ciflrr I hr prestige of their happy accomplishment. 

It m not now prop«:^ to examine in detail the proposals offered on both 
Sides, mnl on the brnm of which the arriingement relative to the restitution of 
itir River of Ui Plata may and ought to be effmted. We consider them as 

* fr«ft Spain, XV, with Erving to Adam®, February 36. 1818, 

wbkii wm I^W, Xtil, doc. 1070, Sm ilao, in jrt. xni, doe. 1080, hi« dbtMtch of March i, 
$iii Sm rtfffrrwicf m tb«* memoir in Campbell to Adamt, t)ecf!mt>er 31, iHig/January tn, 
i%m, behw, XII, dtoc. 1017, with which a copy d the mtmorkl in French wai endowed. 
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!iu«'t?plibleaf imprctvrment. But this it a imk wlikli «ri cmly Im 
ui^fully Ufictrrfiikrii by the NencittiiiorB FleruiK^Cesitiary c4 thr iiiirrriiir«.| aticl 
Mrtlialiiin Bowrw. 

Our {Kwikm m faufuietl m 11 «i«re general [irind|i!e. It rttilirareis mimt 
fxifsiprrheniive virwu. 

We itinwler the An which will rmtlt from the premit Xrgoikiiirm 4 % 4 
new rornrr »tone, iicklirig strength to the tirishiikrri »«ilicliiy c4 ilsr fuifo|^4fi 
Syilrrii, 

hi thr riilighten«I and rondlialory npirit by which thr niiirliiwifi <4 this 
Act will l^ promotetl* w^e dsicovrr the only .noiirre of «erki«g ibr mrarn of 
fi^irifying the mlonies. by rrnfm^ling ii!t the rights* all thr ailriiiiwtift due to 
thgnily, anti by rmlabliihing tirtw^wn the rofitrriifdatrd tn lc |iw» 

diiml ill the other Hrrnt^phtWg a direct rrlaiion with thr tirtirlsin firtMluiwt 
in Kurtifv ttiKlrr the auspires of the (itnem! JHuimr. 

Fi«ht 

When the {Mililiril rrlatioiis lH*tW‘een Stafr?i wrrr rfinwt'Tafrt! by ihr niipii* 
huitinfi of Virntiii and rd rarii in ihr year tl^i 5 . thr Furof^^an AlliaiMT, winrii 
wm ifirir valiiablr result. f«*rrib!y iinfirrft#r«l all 

By fttifiir the sytirrn of amiciiblr and frairrmi! Fninii ibrii furttirti by dir 
Hiairm. wiis ronsideriil an m ab«trar| HyjMithrds v*#i 4 of Mtf 
jirartica! utility. 

By filhrri a hoj'ir was t*ntrrtaifH*«l that iiiriiiis w^oiild tir afloi'dnl by it 
rrstratriing. m crmliniiig within ierlain iiluttilule {niiifiili* llir fMiw^rr ^4 Si,.|fr* 
<4 great Irrriloriat {Ki^^ions iirul iii|ie«iii!ly ihciw which wrrr rottipirirly 
and idimdutrly imlr|ifwlrfit. 

Finally ihii general Atlianrr was held up by uthrm as a rtrw r«fitl4fiii!st« 
of II-«|Kai»m rstablWirtl for the stildtigalkin c4 the F«i|ilr. anil r%eii «f flir 
Sfairs of the srcwicl rank to the e%rhishii* will of thr Catiiiirti c4 b'tighiiwf. 
Austria. Fniisia and Riiitia. 

judging rrf this system m of 11 prrmeditaird mwk. its origiii wm 
to thr iirimipirs which have the rlr»r#l affinity with circliiiary hiiiiiafi coticrje 
tioris. Ill rcm«,nyrrit its motive mm fironoiirirerl to \w thr passion i 4 
uiii%wsai dnmifialkin. enij>loytng dislrtiit and hyfsrirrisy iii its insiriitfirfiti 

lo lune rofiibiittetl thwe erron by argiifiirnls* would |irflta|» taily haw 
trfidet! to Morikin thrfii. But by cififK'iiifig to them the rvklefire *4 inrofi- 
tolable birim, they are milidly refute«l and forever era«iiraiisrF 

The trmmcimm Iiowt%w whirfi have hilherici lerfiiioalefl affairm i4 iiio 
fwlanrr by the inlerv-rriliofi of the ronprrvalivie fMiwer* of the lirand Alii-’ 
ance, hting a netrerntry mntinuiiiion fif anterior Iran wet ions, they riiiificii yet 
have produced this rcinviribn, or given a pritcliral idea, to my w. of the 
e»efiikil object of ihii systerti. 

Cfn the other hand the transt'irfkui now uiicler ccmwleraikni. pr»c#ili ihm 
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ftm C4»e of a pure and simple application of the principles characterizing the 
force of the I ’nion of ('abinets, animated by a uniformity of intention, for the 
maintenance of general tranquillity and the supixirt of just rights on all occa¬ 
sions and with resiiect to every State what8{>ever, according to the eternal 
maxims of Justice. 

It is then on the success of the prmmt Negotiation that the realizing this 
system in a great measure defxmds. And although this issue is a fact highly 
consolatory to the enlightened conscience of the ('abinets, yet it still remains 
an almract theory, and therefore susceptible of every sort of interpretation 
by thi>se who pretend to represent in the worUl the tribunal of public opinion. 

Nothing in fact would more embolden the genius of evil to persevere in its 
rash eiiterprizes than the failure of this Negotiation. 

If either Tortugal or Sjjain should iierceive the intpracticabilily of a settle¬ 
ment of their existing tlilferenc^ thro* the nuslium of the deliberations of the 
Allied 1 Wers, they woulti probably seek in partial alliances, a nteasure con¬ 
stantly tibjectixl to by Kussia, the means of elTecting their object, or those of 
amerting their rights by rmirting to force. 'rhi.s tendency alone would have 
the effect tjf holding up the Allieti I’owem, lx)th in luirope and America, as in 
a state of war. if not real, at least intentional. 

It is from the intpulation of the latter that it is imixirtant carefully to 
strrern the C irand Alliance. 

Its real and intrinsick force rests solely in the purity of intentions and in the 
reciprtKily of gcHsl faith which animate and actuate the Allied Powers. 
They cannot htmever clissemtile the fact that the Nations which have been 
rngagtxi in the Stcjrms of Revolution, arc but little prepared for this Policy. 
Now, the inijx>rtant jK)int is t(» incuUsite it on them; and this is the interest¬ 
ing task which it is the object of the cabinets to fulfill. 

We have saicl enough to {tlacc in a strong light the motives of a general 
interest, which plead in favour of the prompt and favourable issue of the 
present negotiation. l.et us now see what are the more particular motives, 
thtwe whirl* are more immediately connected with the direct relations of the 
two Monarchies, Sfianish and Portuguese, with South America. 

Skcono 

These relation* have been complicatetl by undecided questions of right and 
of territorial limit*, the character of which assumed appearances more alarm¬ 
ing to Spain and more injurious to the tranquillity of the people of the other 
Hemisphere from the moment that the Portuguese colonies were raised by 
the irresistible force of event* to the effective dignity of Mother-Country, and 
ihtsie of Spain, with the name prospect*, or at least, that of their emancipa¬ 
tion, bad in fact retrograded towards their former situation. 

The two Cabinets were thenceforward involuntarily placed in a divergent 
attitude, which left a free Kotx; to the conjectures as well as to the hopes of 
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the insurgent party, and induced the belief of the possibility of a war between 
Spain and Portugal, 

The occupation of the Provinces of La Plata and the irritation naturally 
produced by this unexpected event in Spain, were of a nature to encourage 
hope and inflame the passions. 

Finally the attentions which H. M. Faithful Majesty is perhaps under the 
necessity of observing towards the People in a state of insurrection bordering 
on his possessions, keep alive the jealousy of the Cabinet of Madrid as much 
as they add to the great difficulties which in other respects obstruct the 
speedy pacification of the Colonies. 

Or considering these facts at present in their most natural connexion, and 
with reference to the influence which they have on the dispositions of the 
Cabinets of Madrid and Rio de Janeiro, as well as on the minds of the Inhab¬ 
itants of the Colonies, it will readily be perceived that the most essential ob¬ 
ject of the present Negotiation is reduced to simplifying, under the European 
Mediation, the relations between these two Courts, so as that they may be 
presented to South America, as being closely, necessarily and irrevocably 
connected both in fact and intention, as regards the system which they pro¬ 
pose to pursue in relation to that Country. 

If their Catholic and Most Faithful Majesties should honour this funda¬ 
mental idea with their approbation, it would in that case be easy to discuss 
by common consent all the questions which of right belong to this negotia¬ 
tion, and to agree, at the same time, on the forms, by which they may most 
promptly and successfully be decided. 

As to the territorials Questions, they chiefly existed before the disastrous 
events which afflicted Spain in both Hemispheres, and which procured Brazil 
the happiness of receiving her Sovereign. 

Now, to insist on deciding these Questions, as if these events had never 
happened, or as if they did not exercise a powerful and necessary influence on 
the state of things, would perhaps be mistaking the principle of the evil and 
the nature of the remedy. It appears then that all the points of territorial 
discussions, instead of presenting difficulties, offer great resources in negotia¬ 
tion, for the purpose of identifying solidly the interests and the policy of the 
Courts of Madrid and Rio de Janeiro. 

The transaction proposed to be stipulated for this purpose comprehends 
two very distinct parts, the one of right, the other of fact. The former as doc¬ 
trine may be viewed as independent of the other, but the latter cannot be 
effective until the Contracting Parties shall have agreed on the mode of 
carrying into execution the classes of the arrangement to which they may 
have given their Sanction. 

Now this essential part of the work brings back the discussion to the Sys¬ 
tem which the two Courts propose jointly to follow with respect to the 
Revolted Party. 
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The intervention of the Mediating Powers strictly speaking, only relates to 
the first part of the Negotiation. 

The question of right once resolved, the restoration of the Provinces of La 
Plata, as well as any territorial difference adjusted between the two Courts, 
no other question can strictly come under the consideration of the Mediation, 
unless the Parties interested express a desire to that effect. 

But, if the urgent and imperious necessity be admitted of making the mis¬ 
guided inhabitants of the other Hemisphere sensible of the real attitude and 
the identity of the intentions and views of the Powers in relation to them, it 
will be readily admitted that the distinctions which we have just established, 
present the means of attaining the object in view without hazarding any 
which is essential. In fact, every territorial dispute between Spain and 
Portugal would, by a preliminary act, be completely removed.— This act 
suggested by the Interest alone of the maintenance of Peace and of the prin¬ 
ciples on which it reposes, would, when cloathed with essential formalities, 
secure to their Catholic and M. Faithful Majesties the most unanimous co¬ 
operation of all the Powers, for the purposes of imparting to the vast coun¬ 
tries of the New World the benefits enjoyed by Europe under the auspices of 
the Treaties of 1815, at Vienna and Paris. 

Of the Pacification 

The overtures made in relation thereto by the Cabinet of Madrid, the 
opinion of that [of] St. James, confidentially intimated, and corresponding 
observations, offer ideas which viewed altogether, announce the most desir¬ 
able agreement in the intentions of the respective Cabinets. 

If the ideas of the one and the other considered singly,^ appear to be at 
variance, we are not however to allow ourselves to be deceived. In truth, 
Spain wishes to effect the reconciliation of her colonies, thro’ the moral and 
effective agency of the system of the Grand European Alliance. Conse¬ 
quently she wishes to assimilate the Act which would result from this fortu¬ 
nate combination, to those which form the code of the Public Law of Nations, 
such as the Recessus of Vienna, and the numerous transactions which have 
originated there. 

Now if we compare these enlightened and benevolent dispositions of the 
Court of Madrid with the spirit of the proceedings at Vienna, it seems as if 
the terms intimated by the British Ministry were in fact completely fulfilled. 

The Powers, assembled at the Congress exercised no other rights over the 
conquered Countries, than by solemnly stipulating certain civil and political 
rights, which in their justice and wisdom they thought fit to grant them. 

The application of the same principle to the Colonies, by the sponta¬ 
neous determination of their Sovereigns, at once enables the vast countries of 

1 In the manuscript the word “distinctly” has been superscribed over the word “singly”. 
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the New WcirU! ui iiarticipale }iii| the aiilvaruages enj 0 yetl tiy I%tir«i|M* iiriclef 
the aUH|nreiitrf the AVrrsiio uf \*srfiiia. 

Athnictifin that ihi^ prujerl uf a charier riilsrr 

arately or ciillrciively for the iomirgeiU FroviiitT^ thoukl uii4iiiiiiioi.i.i^l¥ 
iirknowinigt:^! hy the Metlialing Powers, m the loml jui^t afi«l efki^iiial mraiii 
of rciiriiting them to the Mother (’'ouiury, rcnikl * it t*e utipfRifi^i liiai ihr 
am*s«»ry Ntiilmliiy, of /Irifiijiiir* «»f (\ 1 - 0 prmimnn of 

are of hucIi a fuilurr at to arrr»l the pre*grr?4!* iOu! the ^iicre» «! llii# grral 
Efiler prize/ 

Without isfidrrtakifig at to tiriiiir the Nature of this <'o^o|if-r 4 ti«in« 

it itiiiy however lie rorret^ly e^limattHl hy referring to {irrrrtiriiis «4 tlw 
higlir^l authenticity. The tlerkiralicm i^^iinl hy the t/oiigrim» nf Vieiiiia « 
tfieatmlitkm of the Skive Tra«]r» and the ati^ronniTiof wslli it, iirid«iiliit^lly 
ciflrr an evt«Irnce Huftkiendy ronvinciitg of the Irgittniiiry* liiiif rflnary d 
fimtfifi of cirrrion which are not to c^iin»iderec| m t^kmgirig i« the 
empkiymrnt of niiliiary force. Hicm* niran^ are leniwl hy r^i^rrsiiiriii 

kiniiUy thequrMtkm re!aii%T Iti the Ariiiif^iice apiH^rtainii fyni:ksiiiriiiall> to 
ihone which would lie ridern’tl to mramirr^ of risterislicin. It c^armol liowrvn 
liedtmirck iiolW'ilhHtamliiig the dtlirrrni opinion rnlrrlaiiirfi by ilir I tsur! ol 
Madrid* that wluitevrr may U* |lhr| itira of conciliation held rnil iiiidri ihr 
name of iirmii/kr* the word cannot lie pforioiinretl W'ilhoiii tiirigrr i«i 
reference to the rrvotu^i C‘o!oiiir». 

If the remarks prcm*ntr«l in itii^ Mrfiiori*i! ri"«‘rive the approt'^iliori «! itie 
Allied C*ourCt, m well m that of the C 'ahinrl^ of MadrkI iind of Fortisgiil,, il 
would follow: 

I. Thill hy the pnwnt Nt^oliaiion, every lerrilorial diffrrrrirr 
Spain and Fcirliigiil wtndd lie nctllwl on prinripfr hy the iniervrrilioii ilir 
Med lit ling IVmwi. 

a. Unit this tircUniiniiry trariMciiiiii would txmvey, in t.bt %d ili« 

Mwliating Powers the offer of their rcixiin^ralimit with a view Ici cihlaiit f#i' 
the Viiiil roiinirirs of the other hcftikpherr the Iwmefits derived by hairofir 
from the Rrrr$%u% of Virniiii. 

3 . That this prelimirniry act wcmld fie mi framed and pybti»lii?*.l ii» l«i 
dure 11 military ellix't on the miriihof itie inwirgrni |Mrty in Siisih Afiirrirj 

4 , That Spain and Porltigiil, by itirir rei|m:tive acceptance cif the offri «4 
the Pri%Ty, would jointly coricerl their pkiri of a definitive act for ilie 
cation of the ( otoniw, and roifimufiirale the wine to iheiit. 

5 * The Poweri having once admiltol and wmrtioned tills An m forming 
pari of the Afereuw of Vienna, would cooperate with Spain and Pcirttifal in 
carrying it into execylicin. 

§, The chiracler of ihii co-aperatioii would lie defined agreeably to the 


I la th^ eaiiJBifefeitfrlryr libit liMpa **rjia** h&m tfcui 
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(»rmci{}lf» Hiincliimeti in the Acts and Protocols concerning the Abolition of 
the Slave Tratle. 

The Ministers of the I-'mi>eror near the Courts of Spain and Brazil, as well 
as thcnse acrrwiited near the Mediating Powers receive instructions analogous 
to the present Memorial, and are aulhorizetl to promote in the name of His 
Majesty the Negotiation in question, confurmaljly to the principles here 
deveknitnl, or to thtm* which shall l)e atlmittwl and siinctioned by tlte Unani- 
m«>as Vote of the August Allies of the lunjKfror. 
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Omrge U’. Campbell, United States Minister to Russia, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of Slate of the United States ‘ 

Isxtr^ct) 

Sr. PKTERsHURt:, December Jo/22, 1818. 

I'here i* alw* reason to Indievc a projet for settling the difference Ixitween 
Portugal and Sf»ain was submittetj to the (’ongress at Aix la (‘ha{>elle & met 
the apprulmtiutt of that kidy; under the imposing sanction of which, when 
presentwi to the court of Sfjain for acceptance, there can Im: little doubt of the 
course, in the pr«»ent state of affairs, it will consistently l>c l>ound to pursue: 
a*{KrriidIy as it is IfN'ttKRSTOOD T»K ADJUSTMENT OK THIS DIKEKRKNCK WAS 
VIEWED IIV 2ltK EMt'KROR ALEXANDER, AT PRESENT WITHOUT DOUllT THE 
f.RKAf ARtUTER OE THE I*0UTICS OE EUROPE, as indisjHinsiblc, previously 
to taking inltj consideration THE subject ok the dispute hitween that 
POW ER and her C OEO.NIKS. 

To complete this a<lju8tment Ijctween the two courts a negotiation, it is 
Haiti, is to kt <j}M*nc<I at Paris, while another is to l)c carried on, if not at the 
same time. imitHTiiately thereafter, at lajndon to bring akmt a reconciliation, 
Imlween the Sfmiu’sh colonies & the mother country, under the mediation of 
the court t»f St. James, it is fjelievtxl; though this mediation, was not, as is 
allcgetl, sanctioned, nor indeed very well relished by the other powers at Aix 
la t'haftellc. 'Phat, however, an attempt will be made on the part of the 
allieci powers, in some form or other, to induce the colonies to acknowledge 
the authority, of old Spain, there can, I presume, be little doubt; but with 
what succ-e®, may depend on circumstances with which we are here un¬ 
acquainted. 

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OK THIS VIEW OF THE SUBJECT IT IS MY PRESENT 
OPINION THAT THE EMPBROROF RUSSIA WILL USE HIS INFLUENCE TO RECONCILE 

‘MS, Diq»iitch«i from Russia, VII. Portions of this document printed In small capital 
tstteiH were rtetsdved In cipher. 
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TMK SPANISH t OtONIKH TO THK PARKKT STATE, AN» THAI HE WcHTT* VIKW IN 
an UNIAVORAHl.li l.HiHt AN AC’KNOWl.IUKiMIiNT OP IHIv tNTH-tl’P^NliEM'P m 
THOSE tt«.ONJES UY Ol'R <it>VKRNS4KNT, ANO THOUl.ll IN SUCT! fiVPNf liK IN- 
t l lKP.O TO INOl't E THE ATl.lPT* PtTWERS TO INTP.RPOSli IP THERE WAs A PRtH- 
PlilT t»l sft » l-ss, TO PREVENT THE p;STAMl.ISHMENT OP StTTl ESIENs|Y*K INDE- 
PENOPNl states a no the TONSKUUKNT SPREAOOP RJ.pUIJTO an rRJNTTM.Es; 
HUT THAT hi; ttOt;|,» NOT SEPARATEI.V UNITE WITH SPAIN IN A WAR AtiAINST 
THE UNIIIiO SIAIES. TOR IIIOtTHi HIS Mtt.MARV IS ENORHOUS, EsimAfRlJ 
AT MURE IHAN A MUTTON OP IHE HEsl I»I>1 IITTNEO IRiJUPs IN IT Roi-J.. VfeT 
THE HEtU R OPINION SEP;Ms lo HE, THAI Ills IRUE IHARA« tl K Is liIAt op A 
t AUT'EAtINO POTltHIAN, IHAT HE iKIEs NOl mssEsS |N A OIsllKOtTsHEO 
OEOREP. MIITIARV TAEENTs. ANO Is NOT IMTTNEU TO ENt,A€.E IN WAR tl IS 
THEREPORE MOST PROHAIU.P. HE W UT. Use HIS OREAI PERst.lNAt. INIT UENt p 
CEOB Ills MANNP;R is SAltl to ME VERY PHEPctssEsslN«4,) As WITT As tsui 
OERIY'EO PROM THE IMMENSE PHVSIC'AI. PttRt E HE C'OUEO fOMM ANU H» A* « <»M- 
PEISH Ills VIEWS MY OVER-AW INI. t HE t OUNT II sop EUROPE. WltlloUT IIATARS*. 
INO HIS PRESP;NI HU.H si ANOINT., MY ENT.Al.INt. SlNOTI. IIANHEO IN ANY 
OREAT {ONtESt. 

THAI THE VIEWS OP THIS OREAT ANO t ERTAINEV POWERPtT lOAITIIONOP 
CROWNEt* HEAOh in REEATHIN TO THE PliNOINti t ONIEST METWPiEN SPAIN ANI» 
HER fOEONIEs WUT. stKlN OEVliWIPE THEMsEEVEs, THERE CAN ME ITiTiE 
IXJUttT. ANO rllE tMI*ORrANM< OP tHEIR MlilNO KNOWN TO OUR <-«OVE«NMRNT 
PREVIOt?st.Y to Its HEtOMINti A PART TO THAT tONTEst, WtlUI,0 SEEM EN- 
1ITTEO to SERIOUS tONsIOERAtION. 

IN THE MEAN TIME I SHATI. NOl PAH. SIHT. TO pt.’RsUE THE ENi.»t.TRIES ON 
THIS SUMJPC t. AIOEO MV »l ' II NEW EU.HTh as fill; RETURN op IHE COURT AMI* 
MV PME.SEN I AIlON TO THE EMPEROR MAY PUT IT IN MV POWER TO OUT AIN, ARM 
AOVIsE YOU IHE RIssUlT THEREOP MV THE Most sPP.EOV ANO NAPE CONVEY. 
ANT ES THAT l A.N HP. PRCR T REO. 


iou 

6'»rg« W*. VamphnU, Umled SMt«* MinitUff to Rmmu, to hakn Qmimf d4»mis, 
St^rMry of Stato of tko f/»itorf SMm * 

{rktract! 

St. rETKRSRimo, Ffhrmry fiftB, i^tg^ 

A» to S{Riin * he flhe l%m{»forj eouid not say how she might art in o^arid to 
the ccMsttst with her cdoniw. or how that might termioai* lliry (the 

* MS, t)kpiKti«ii (ram Kttwla, Vtt. ^ 

* It may m poapet lo ramtrk ihjil Spstii *»• tint rtprewtilwl at the t'ottareiii erf Ac*-I*' 
t*lwticht; the Emimw ttwrefora^dk) nm i^witc of hw as mm ^ the pmtmm umich h *4 iM* 
ttnkerf to ptvMOW the iMsaoe ot E^orofw. 
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{Kjwers am-mbletl at Aix la t'hapflle) had given her the best advice they 
ctndd: and if she would do what was considered right, & offer such terms to 
her coUmivfi as wert? deemed reasonable, & ought to be accepted by them, he 
ditl not despair c»f the disjmte l>eing finally adjusted. They, (i. e. the allied 
jMJwers) hatl however, (he sjtid, siHiaking ai)parently from the impulse given 
by the course the cunvers.ition h;itl taken) proiKwed to the King of Spain the 
apiMiintment <»f Ia>rd Wellington who had so highly distinguished himself in 
the worhl, & estiiblisherl .such a character for every thing noble, generous & 
disinterc^tetl, as ntediator l>etwtH*n her fit her colonies, from which step much 
fnight 1«! CKjatTerl; but no answer to that proiKJsuil, had yet l>een received. 

The I%m|HTnr after some other reintirks of a general nature closed the au¬ 
dience which lasteil nearly half an hour, by exfnessing his hoi>e I should find 
myself agrtH-ably situaletl in St. Petersburg, & liiHCXirectalion to see me often. 

Aware how uninteresting detailetl accounts of this kintl in general are, I 
have, notwithstanrlijig, thought it my duty to Ijc thus particular on the pres¬ 
ent cRcasion. as what piisml at the audience with the KmiJeror apjteared to 
me entiiletl to tiu»re attention than any thing ihiit tK-currctl since my arrival; 
more e»jK-ciiilly when it is ciuisidered that in the direction of public affairs 
here, the Kin|HTor, hintself, from his j>er»onal character, as well as from the 
nature of the gtivernment, is in fact, every thittR, and his Ministers nothing. 

From what he iwiil, as almve relatetl, there can be no doubt that the dis¬ 
pute lietween Sjuiii ik her colonies was made the subject of formal delibera¬ 
tion at .’\ix bt I’hajH’lle, & tlmt the fstwers represented there evinced a serious 
disfKmtion ic» bring alsmt its adjustment. I have however reason to Itelieve 
frotn infttrnuilion derived from a resiRTtable source that Spain is not Inclined 
to «»ffer such terms fur adjusting the dispute as will be likely u/induce the 
allied {K»wer» to embark in the contest for the purpose of enforcing their ac¬ 
ceptance on the fKirt of the colonies. 11 is however still my opinion that this 
government would view in an unfavorable light the acknowledgment of the 
Imle|H’ndence of those colonies, at this time, Iry the U. States; and though it 
(uotadily would not, in such event, engage alone on the side of Spain, its in- 
(luence would Ir* exerted conjointly with that of the other powers to maintain 
the rauste of tegititmu'y, & prevent the establishment of such powerful Inde- 
jK-mlent Slates, as might by giving a wider spread to free principles, tend to 
eiuiiinger its staliility. 

The imprcwsicjn prwlucetl here of the aggrandizing views of our government 
at the exi»em»t! of a ncighlKiuring state, by the occupation of the ports in 
Florida, particularly Pensiicola, by Genl. Jackson, which was pretty strong as 
well as general, apitears to l)e entirely removed by the prompt orders of the 
l-'xecutivc for their rwtoration; and the language held in the message at the 
opening of the session of Congress, (which has reached me only through the 
Fnglish neW8iNti>cr») on this subject, as well as respecting our relations with 
SfNtin in general, indicating, as it is understood here, a disposition to main- 
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tain our neutral position in regard to the contest with her colonies, seems to 
meet general approbation, as well on the part of this government as on that of 
the public functionaries accredited here from the other states of Europe, all 
of whom manifest the most friendly sentiments towards the U. States. 
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George W. Campbell, United States Minister to Russia, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

St. Petersburg, April 21 (May 3, i 8 iq . 

The struggle in South America for Independence, will, there is now reason 
to believe, be allowed to progress without interruption from this quarter, 
The conduct of old Spain, has not, it is presumed, been such as to induce, on 
the part of the Emperor, a disposition to interpose in her favor. The events 
there appear to be viewed with a less lively interest than formerly. 

There is reason to believe that about the close of the Congress at Aix la 
Chapelle instructions were given on the part of this government to put in a 
state of preparation for active service at the opening of the Spring twelve 
ships of the line, besides other vessels. 

This step, it is understood, was taken, with the view of being prepared to 
co-operate with Spain, should it become necessary, in enforcing such meas¬ 
ures relating to her revolted colonies as might be adopted in accordance with 
the recommendation of the allied sovereigns; and under an impression that 
she would acquiesce in the course proposed by them, of mediation, as stated 
in my last. Not long after the return of the Emperor, however, to the capi¬ 
tal, the foregoing instructions were, it is said, countermanded, and the usual 
number only of vessels of war directed to be prepared for service; in conse¬ 
quence, it is believed, of information received by this court, that Spain was 
not disposed to pursue the course suggested to her by the crowned heads at 
Aix la Chapelle; and since that time, it would seem, a less lively interest is 
manifested here in relation to the affairs of South America. 

With sentiments [etc.]. 

IMS. Dispatches from Russia, VTI. 



1863 


DOCUMEffr 1015: OCTOBER 6, iSlQ 
1015 

Otofge Campbell, United States Minisier to Russia, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Slates ‘ 

Ikxtsact) 

Sr. Pbtkrshurg, September 24/October 6 , xSig. 

A few days ago, being in company with U)rd Cathcart, the English am- 
Imssitdor at this court, who is about returning home, & is to be succeeded by 
Mr. liagot, late minister to the I'nited States, whose designation for that 
purjMww {»y the Prince Regent has been announced to the Emperor, he ex- 
pfcMitxl a desire to communicate some things to me in rather a wnfidential 
manner; & with a degree of seeming interest proceedeti to state, after some 
preliminary renuirks: that the . . . negotiations carried on at Paris 
under the mediation or suiiervision of the five allied powers; (meaning, it is 
presumed. Austria, Russia, England, Pru^ia & France) for adjusting the 
differenca* lietwccn Sfmin and Portugal, were likely to be soon brought to a 
f4v«»rablr isaue, as terms were now proposetl, which ought, & there was rea¬ 
son to believe, would lx- agreed to by both parties; adding that the settle¬ 
ment of this dispute was dimmed an indisfwnsible preliminary to any attempt 
at an amiable adjustment of the differences between Spain & her colonies. I 
took uccasitm here toolwerve, that it was then, I presumed, understood, that 
ujKMJ the differences lietween Sjmin & Portugal lacing finally settled, there 
would Is? an attempt utuler the tnetlituion or auspices of the allietl (K)wera to 
adjust the dispute Iretween the former & her colonies. He siiid, what Spain 
would do in reganl l«> the business ap(>eared uncertain; her pride, which was 
iNjualrd only by her poverty, might prevent her from consenting to offer 
such terms to her revoUetl colonies as it would Im their interest, or as they 
should he required, to accept; that it would certainly l>e better for her, if in- 
dw*t| she was capable of estimating her true interest, to conciliate their af¬ 
fections by such proposiils as would induce them to continue at least closely 
united with her by the most friendly relations, than, by driving them to ex- 
iremitie#, make them her worst enemies. Whether she would hereafter 
agree to any mediation in this affair, having hitherto declined every measure 
of the kind projKtsed, could not now Ik; known, nor indeed what course she 
might finally pursue. 

His i.afdsbip did not appear disjxjsed to l>e very explicit on this subject of 
mediation; but from what he said I was inclined to conclude, that in case the 
dispute iwtween Spain & Portugal were finally settled, an adjustment of that 
Iwtwetjn the former & her colonies would, in his opinion, be attertipted, in 
some »ha|>e or other under the auspices of the allied powers. 

' MS. Dispatches from Russia, VII. 
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Cmni Nessdrmif, SeemMry Smiefm Fareifu Affairs p/ Rmsm, to Pmm ^ 
PakiUMt Rmsmm Mimisier to ihi llnUed Stotoi ^ 

lESTlJ^Cf; 

A'mrmbtr JJ Ihitmhtf y., I .Vi 

Ytiii Inivrtlcmbll»» Ijcen iilib tcHibtaiii ififaniiatioii how far ihr rfriii*lrii!''t 
kiC irwtriictkmi to Mr. Fortyih were The Eitniercir will iioi mm 

take it iifKin him tii justify Spain ; tnil he chiirget you u% plracl wiiti ilir t 
ermtieru at Wathingtcm the rauwi? of |mire arul ronrorcl. Thai C ki^vruiiirfii 
m tcMi entifluriieci let tiikr hmty itml its righti a|i|*r*ir to Im Iimj «iIsi1 

nut ici im weakened by a vitilenl c«iurm? of prmwting; ami* on the nilirr liafitl, 
fttidi m the rhiirarler of the ronsitlrnilion^i whirft roiimiatit! llir ralifiraiwtii 
by SfBiin of the iirrangrriiefn rrUitive to ifii* Florithiit* ilutl it is ici iie 
die will ill length ytekl to the forre of rviiteiire. I1ir I 'nilrcl Huilr# will ilirti 
have adcletl to the repituiticm of an able that of a riitMlrfiitr {Miliry*. ami wil! 
gather with arrurity the friiils of their wiMliwi, 

Hs» Ifiijicrtiil Majrnty therefore wtdim if itirrr he yrt lime, y^ni 
would engage the CkivrnimrtU nl Wadiifiglcm to give tu ilir SfMriidi mm%%^ 
try a |ir«icif of fiatience whirh its dmifiwtiifirw niight* imlwT mem to 
gest. Xrvrrthrtw, the Hnijieror doeii not tfUrrjMw in this ili^y^iwn, lie 
rn»ikr», iill, no prrtrndon to r^erritr m intlurnrr in the rtiiiiiril# el 4 

foreign Fowrr, lie itierriy expre»c« a wWt d$ri.alt?«i by lii» owircrn lot ilie 
grrieraf welfare, anil w^cirthy of the generous gcMKl faith which rtiaracirtww 
the Ckjvmirnent of the Ikiilrd Stale#* 


1017 

IF, C'^mpbrU, Unii^ SMm Minkier to Rmm, to Jakm Qmmy Adorns, 
Srcr#tory #/ 5 Me ^ ih^ UniiM Sktim ^ 

|«XT»ACfi| 

St. Pmummmn, Ikemibrtji, iHsg/Jmmty ij, iSj-a 

Sift: Enrtcm^l herewith is the OT|iy of a mrmiiir, fnn. 1) * cibiaiiiril from 
an aulhrruir miurre; which if noi hilhertci »rcrii by the iVwkJeiil* may. si m 
believed, merit lib |KTitiial 

It rekl« 10 the »ubiet*t of iidjuiling the king enisling differriire Iwiwmi 
Portugal and Spain, and almi the more imfxirlani rlitpiiie tx^iwren the ktirr 

S$Mi 0 F^mim IV, 

^ MS. Dk^tclit* ffwn Ruisk, VII. 

*S«c ilww, |X. XU, to, mn, unto tot d Nowinbif f|, iii7. 
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and her colonie*, through the ntetliation of the allied powers. It was drawn 
up by the C ount C apadistria, the eflicient & confidential clossil Secretary of 
Slate of the Kmjjeror, (who was also the penman of that relating to the 
pf»je( for 8uppr«wing, in future the piratical practices of the Barbary States, 
already forwardetl,) and contains, no doubt, the views entertained by this 
ctHirl in regard to those im^xirtant subjects at the time of its date. It will 
shew the deep interest His I. Majesty, &, without doubt, the other allied 
jKiwrrs then tm)k in bringing alx>ut a pacification Ixstween the colonies and 
the iiimher country; atul there is every reason to Ixilieve the conduct of 
Sp.us» alcxR* preventerl the actuaUHt (xtwerful intenxjsition of those powers to 
efltH t that oliject. 

•j little chmbt their views in regard to this subject, so far as they 

were eonrnx'twl with the great objects of the original co-alition of crowned 
he.i 4 «, retnain sulmtanti.dly the siune; and may yet Ixi carried into effect, 
nhcmld the jnljusirnent of the dispute lx;twet*n Spain dt Portugal, hitherto 
th'einwl an essential preliminary, not Iw {xistjHmeci so long, that the progress 
made by the colonies towards establishing their indcfx-'ndence would render 
the attempt to Irring thetjj again under subjection to the mother country too 
luixardous if not altogether hopeless. 

f the 12/24, Ht*c'. the hiinix*ror'8 birthday, there was a court, which I 
attemletl, in the evening a grand ball. I'he attentions shewn by the Em- 
|wror, a* well as the Empresses to the foreign ministers, though said to man- 
ifi-ju. in a greater degree than usual their disixjsition to please, were of such a 
nature as to avoid any market! distinction; and nothing occurred of a politi¬ 
cal character entitled to {xirticular notice. 

The SfMuiish Minister and myself stood next each other, so that had the 
Kmiwtir Ixjen disfK»ed to make any remarks of a political nature to either, 
the tx-cawon was not a favorable one. . , . 

A short time ago, Mr, I'eca the Spanish Minister procured an audience of 
the etn{XTor; the occasion whereof not l>eing known, and being somewhat 
unusual with Ministers of his grade, except to present letters from their 
mn rreigns, not believed to be the case in this instance, it led to some enquiry. 
At first it was suggestetl by some the object of it might be to announce the 
marriage of the king, which had lately taken place; as this event, however, 
}»u* not iip|H*ared here in any official form, it is now presumed not to have 
lm*n the case. But notwithstanding the secrecy that seems to be observed 
Imih in regard to the occasion of, as well as to what passed at the audience, it 
has reached me from a reputable source that certain explanations were made 
by the Minister in relation to the late proceedings of his court, particularly as 
regarded its dispute with Portugal, with a view to remove unfavorable im¬ 
pressions, presumed to have been entertained by the emperor in regard to 
that subject, -that these explanations appeared to produce a favorable 
effect. <St that it was kntiwn the emperor had expressed his satisfaction at the 
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leiikm mesisurrs adopttsi by the king after the arrival of the yming qtwsm at 
Kiiulrtcl; but what pajasetl, if any thing, on the subject of the Flwhla Tfraty. 
Of resfwting the dispute with the etdoniej*, has not transpiretl. It is known 
that iinmetliaiely after the audience a note was addre»etl t»y the Minisunr to 
fount Nnaelrmle, to witich a reply wa* given, and ver>’ tioon thereafter the 
S(»aiiish Sts:iTtiiry net out as a rtiuriw for Madrid. 

With sentimenw {etc.}. 

.V., 4/t6 Jttny. It ha.s Isjen intimated to me since writing iht* foregoing, 
and is believetl by some well informeil jierwms here that tmr obirct «d the 
audieme alsive referred to, was to invite on the part of Hp,iin the tnediatioo 
of the allied powers, heretofore tlecUnetl by her in a manner not very agree¬ 
able to them, in atljusting the dispute with her colonies. 


iOIS 

Ilmry MidJlfton, ['nilrd SMet Mmistfir to Rmsm, to J^n Quintf A40m$. 

SetrtHory of Stalo of lh« United StaUii * 

(KSHIAtT} 

I’rivate confidentud. Sr. FiiticRsiitrRa. Jsdy H/ja, iA'„v 

StR: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt «d your No i a, l»roM|ht 
to Ivngland by the fhevr. foliiica (II thence forwartli**! by The *n- 

siructkms therein communicated »hall be duly attendnl to. & the mattris 
given me in charge be brought before the Imjtorial Ministry in such form ai 
shall apjtrar to me mtwt likely to effect the denirerj pufitrssai. Si. with all do* 
ctlissfrvancr of the trniwl coocilialory St friendly lone 

To recur to a subject wimrlime since gone by, I have now lire honor lo 
acquaint you, that u|K>n seeing in the public prints the Me»s»tge td the l*r»i- 
tfeni to t tingre** projawing the rwi^nitiott of the new tkrvrrnnieoi* in So 
America, ife connecting its purport with tlie recollection of the ct»min«mta- 
timi made Ufion the same subject to our t iovcfninent by order td the Tmpcfm 
mme three years since. I felt anxiou* about the imprewiion which ntighi br 
wade uptm His Majesty's mind. ! therefore took wraiiion to ofwn tlm sub¬ 
ject informally to one <d Hi* Majesty's Miniitei^, & declaring that ! wa* 
wholly without in*ir«ction« ujxm the point, I yet exprewexl my wteh (& hof» 
that tbissiep might t«e ronrectly understood by the Tmperor: That I felt an 
entire conviction that it could wily have lieen taken by our tiovemnseoi upco 
a full most mature consideration of the whole subject in ail its trearing*; A 
that it was doubtlaw justified by the urgency of the occ«t»*on. That it was 
> fttepsirSus (mm IK. 
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to have tjeen expecteti from the Geographical & Commercial posiiion (keeping 
out of view the poUHml bias) of the United States, that they should be the 
first among the nations to incline to this measure, which the European 
Fowcrii generally* not even excepting Spain herself, would probably ere long 
arqyitwe in. 'Fbe reply of the Minister was made in a tone which impressed 
me with the licdief that he in some dt*gree assented to the justness of my ob- 
irrvaiicHii. Mis manner ik language taken together encouraged me to think 
that the {Kilicy we had fnirMUtKl in relation to the St>. American question had 
m yei in no degree impaired our good standing with the Emperor. A few 
days after thi« conversiition the Spanish Manifesto or circular addressed to 
the iither KurojH^an C kivernments, protecting against our act in relation to 
itie lli»|jam>’*Amrriran provintac, was presented to this Government by the 
Spaiiimli Chi%r%f irAffitirtc, & the answer made to him, was shortly after by 
l^eriitmicm cd the Km|>eror, made known to me, & I now forward you that 
|MfML*r ^ in the original ropy stmt me from the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
fXo. t) I have rc?ii»an then to conclude from this I think, that the language 
I have hekl iipoti this mtcastort has lm*n taken in good part; & I may further 
li0fM% Sir, to have the Fretitleiu's approbation U|>Dn my endeavour to pre- 
M^rve Si improve the harmony so happily sulcisting Ijctween the two Ciovern- 

fiiriits, 

A id iHc rrfily af June 13, 1822, from the Ruwliin Foreign OfiTtcc to the 

Mlwisirf, C'hev^Uer cCArgaisi, follows; 

M». t : I bilil Wore the Emperor, my master, the com^munlcatbn« you sent 

riilufirt roftrerrung the mea»urtm taken by the United Staten of America 
mw^rds ftcc^fiking die imkfiendem^ of the Spankh colonic in the iouth of that vatt 

rwltfieni, . 

Ilk { atholk' AM}etty cannot entertiln any doubt of the Empror s detire to tee that 
m%d rkh f^rt of the Spanbh pc^»e«bni protjier under the lawi of the mon¬ 
arch wli€»e f^ilhrrly rare had bng engaged in finding the mean» of pecuring for it a 
#n«l h4p|iy future, ii will be enou^ for the cabinet of Madrid to look mto lU 
archive to kftnw how gW hk Imjierkl Majesty would lie to learn that the hope still 
imlylird by the King according £0 your letter of May 29/June 10, to nmintam the rela* 
lkm» fd Sfwiit with l^r fnrovbe#! b^ond the teas could be brought into and that 
ih# kfwwkdw *d h» lienevolent Intenibna revived there the sentiment of taithfumm 
m$%*i bve whu'lt mu*t bmd the pmplm to their rulers and governments. 

"fhe Klfif m%m already have mtMtil himself from the indifferent reception |lvan to 
il^ nefcHkilkm« of the awnti of hk Amerton proving and from the eommumcations 
fwrlv^ by h» cabinet imm several courts of Europe that the decmioni of the aUted 
powrra mlt nm rmtrlbme to ckriding prematurely or aplntt tht trade interests of 
%tmm tkii quests to whbh he attache well warrantidi wnportance. In this matter as 
i#i all tubers the Kmprrar will not depart in the least from the principles of upnghtness, 
»n«l riKKlerilfon whkh guide the European policy and which he has had oct^eion 
im»rr llwn cm« to develop in nil friendly rebtboi with your August Sovereign. 

I have fb« hwicwr fete.). 
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Baron do Tuyll, Russian Ministtr to tho United States, to John Quimy Adamu, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

iTMARStATION) 

WASHINtSTON, (ktoy^r 4/t6, iMjj. 

Sir: The Emperor, my August Master, having l>wn a«lv»»r«j that the 
republican regency of t'olombia hiul npfxjinttHl tHploinaiic agent* near tlw 
several European court* and that Major (leneral H’Evrcus |1 irv'ereusf had 
received a similar appointment to St. Petersburg, Hi* Inifx'rial Majnity ha» 
ordcreti it* Minblry to warn me that true to the fiolitic-al prindpJm that he » 
following in concert with his Allitw, he may not in any ra*r tweiw any agml 
whatsoever either from the regency of t'olombia or from any «»f the other d# 
facto government* which owe their exi»lence to the event* of which the Kew 
World ha« for »ome years lieen the mage. 

A» I am dirwtwl not to let the»lightest tloubt stand a* to the tnirnnon* 
of Hi* Imperial Majesty on this jK>int. 1 deem it pro|»rr. Sir, f«» l»fi«g tin* 4r. 
ciiion to your knowledge and 1 grasp thi« opjxjrtunity to reiterate to you the 
awiurance (etc.). 


1020 

Henry Middkton, United Stales Minister to Russia, to John C^MtsKy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Slates * 

(SSTRACrl 

Sr, Pktkrshuro, Februarys/tj. tSj^. 

I enclose an extract’ {marktnl (') just obtainetl of a |*ajier from Madrid 
dated 26***, December last. It is said to lie part of a rirrular introder} i« \k 
communicalwl to the Allies of His Catholic Majesty, calling ufxtn them for 
aid in reestablishing the dominion of Spain over her t‘c»}c»nic«. ! was not 
able to procure a Copy of the enItVe circular, which contains, m it would teem, 
»ome pawiges which it is desired to ktfep secret: possibly the views it dr- 
vdopes may l>e of a nature not to be divulg«l; -neither have I l»een aide f« 
learn the terms of the answer given by this Court, This answer i* prol*ably 
of an evasive kind, until it shall t>e known definitively what ci»ur»e England 
shall have determined to pursue. The decided tone of the Prejiideni’s M<»* 
sage at the meeting of Congre** (which wa* rw-«ive«l here with unprere- 
dentetl rapidity, having reachetl St. Petersburg (in the English (iaarttiw of 

* MS. Note# from Ruwkn I. 

* MS. ni»tMichr» from Ktt**k, X. 

* Not printed in thk colkctioa. 
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the 2fith Dect'fnht'r) on tht* first of January o. s.) is considered generally as 
having gone far towards deciiling the question against interference. 

I have the honor [fte.|. 
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Ihnry Unked States Minister to Russia, to John Quincy Adams, 

Secretary of State of the United States ' 

Ikstract! 

Strictly Private & ( onfulential. Sr. Petersburg, February 7fig, 1825. 

Sir; I have just hail a private jincl confidential communication, made to 
me by a friend, of a denpatch datwl 27 Jany, (o. s.) & addressed to ( ount 
l.ieven, the Russian A{nb.i«tH.tdur at the ('ourt of St. James. It begins by 
stating that the illnww of the British fhargf* d'Aflaires, (who it seems had 
niitifini this (■.overnment of the iicknowltHlgment of the South American 
(»overiiments fjy (»re,it lirititin) makes it necessary that the answer to the 
notiticaikin lately receive*!, should lx* transmittctl through Count Lieven. 
‘riie »ul»tafu-e t*f the remainder of the despatch, us far as I have been able to 
ntitr it from memory after a careful fterufctl, is almost verbatim as follows:* 

{t« AMKt. AXIOM J 

His fmjxrial Majesty could not learn this delcrniination of England 
without feeling a sentiment of regret and pain. He could not realiase 
the r»eoe*«ty which that [Kiwer found itself under of proceeding to the 
fmjtgnilion of the (lovemmenls /act which are fonnetl in the Spanish 
cohmieji. 

As to Russia, she persists in the principles to which all States owe 
the r**|K»«e and security of the slate of possession. 'Phese principles on 
which the mmrity of the work! depends, cannot cease to Ijc in the eyes 
»if the Kmperof the object of inviolable res[>eci. They have been more- 
fA'er sartetioneiJ by England heirndf, which agreed to the transactions of 
the year* tKi4, iHij, and t8iH. 

If in France and Sfmin, the legitimate Sovereims, too long unfor¬ 
tunate, have beert replaced upon the thrones of tlieir ancestors, from 
whence the revolution had predpitatwl them, this effect has been par¬ 
ticularly due to the efforts and a>-operation of England. 

Russia cannot dispense with following the example at that time given 
liy tireat Britain, by remaining faithful to the generous principles to 
which she is attached; and from which she will not further deviate in 
the ease which ntjw presents itself. Bewdes, she sees less reason for not 
applying them, wnce the King of Spain, occupied till now by other 
cares, hitving to repair other misfortunes, has not had the possibility 

• .MS. DkfMfrbnt from Kuimia, X. 

i lawifdifiif of thm dtMMteh* above. Dt. VIIL doc. 821 . 
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hitherto of assembling a sufficient force to prosecute his rights in hk 
Ultramar possessions:—and the only proposition made in this regard by 
England tended to cause her [to] submit to the total loss of her prov¬ 
inces, and the refusal of Spain has been accompanied with a satisfac¬ 
tory developement of her motives. 

Since then, the Emperor has seen nothing which could have changed 
his opinion. His Imperial Majesty has seen on the part of the SpaniJi 
Government important concessions in respect to the commercial system 
of her colonies: he has seen the victories obtained in Peru by the arms 
Spain: he has seen proved in fine, by the resistance of the Fort of Sm 
Juan d’Ulloa, the weakness of the resources of the Government in fmi 
established in Mexico. 

Moreover since the Congress of Vienna the Emperor has seen that in 
order to determine in any question whatever the resolutions of the pow¬ 
ers which have agreed in this grand work of pacification, it would bt 
sufficient to know that the rights of one third were concerned, and tb^i 
they might be injured. 

For these reasons, in the question in hand, the Emperor cannot 
ticipate in the determination of the British Government. 

Finally, Count Lieven has it in command to read this despatch to X\m 
English Ministry, without giving a copy of it in order to provoke no uie- 
less discussions. 

Such, Sir, is the substance of this communication, in repeating which 1 
may indeed have omitted from inadvertence some part of the chain of red’ 
soning, but there is sufficient left to enable you to judge of the feeling excitw! 
here by the transaction alluded to in it. 


1022 

Henry Middleton^ United States Minister to Russia^ to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

Private & Confidential. St. Petersburg, April 7I13, 182$, 

Sir: As all circumstances connected with the course pursued by i\m 
Court, & by other powers, upon occasion of the acknowledgment of the indf« 
pendence of the South American States, are interesting in so much as they 
serve to characterize the prevailing policy in this relation, I beg leave to add 
to the details contained in a former despatch (No. 42) ^ the following paf'- 
ticulars. 

In a despatch addressed to Pozzo di Borgo in Paris, & bearing date on » 
about the 27**^. of Jany. last (the date of the despatch to Count Lieven in 
London which was mentioned in my No. 42) Count Nesselrode, after reca* 

1 MS. Dispatches from Russia, X. 

* See above, pt. xii, doc. 1021, Middleton to Secretary of State, February 7/19, 1825. 
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pitulatioK and urging the opinicmH stated in this last, developes at some 
length (keQifmg i„ In- given to Spain in this juncture of affairs, which I have 
noictl et$ rhuminB nearly in the wurtisuf the original as I could collect from a 
careful fH?ru»al, as fal!uwi>: 

irKAH«it.*nos| 

!»t. That she CS|«iin) rewrves her rights by a protest against the 
resuiuttun of the ( alnnet of lamdon, conceived, however, in moderate 
terms, aniih»gf»us to the justice fif her cause. 

2 t^. That she employH all her efforts to prosecute truly her rights to 
the msurpnt ( tdonies. 

3 !y. I hut with this design she listens to the counsels of her real 
mentis; that thus she prepare* for Irettcr fortune by giving imme¬ 
diately t«» the S|Mni.ird» cif h.uroiie a security for the future; that she 
thinks i«*rtou»ly to estalilish at luiine internal order and the finances, by 
thinking t>f resources either by loans, uiHin the bases propo.Hed by 
I'rame. or by an a|ii>eal to the {Wtriotism of her ('lergy, in fine by all the 
twasure* projier to inspire confidence. On this occaision, it is shewn 
that the tumphiinis tif the great Cuffitalists, whose interests have been 
hurt, tiave liren aide to contribute, more than is thought, to the part 
taken by Kngland. 

4 ly. ! hat Sjwiin carefully avoids giving to Kngland direct causes of 
rtipture: thus she does not mternipt with her their diplomatic relations; 
iHal in tlir (*oh>r»ii*» which She is alKiut to sulxlue. She does not re- 
eiitaldbh the ancient restrictive system, a dangerous measure, not only 
l»rt!4U«e it must have alienated Kngland, but liesides by the moral effect 
which it Would prtKlvut; in countries which have already cnjoyetl the 
arivantages of a free commertr. 

Sly. In fine that for liettcr avoiding, therefore, all the indirect 
causes which might determine Kngliind to go further than she has yet 
dime, Spain prmlaims immediately lilaTly of cominertx* with these 
couniriin, not m a conMxpienee forml by the declaration of England, 
but as the fulfilment of a promise solemnly made a year ago! 

This is all I have lieen able to learn with respect to the proceedings at 
I’ari*. At Bruiwels tsertain communications have passed between the Rus¬ 
sian Chargf d'affaires & t'ount dc Reede; in the following manner: the for¬ 
mer having addrcsaetl himself to the latter to know what would be the answer 
trf his Couft to the Communication on So, American affairs made by England 
of her acknowledgment of the New States (which had been disapproved by 
the Psmrs lk$ puusamtt) said f 'ount (iourieff) and further expressing his 
dewire to be infortnet! particularly what would be the determination taken 
uptin this point by the Ixm Countries; M. de Reede replied at first verbally, 
that hr could not very well account for the circumstance, that Ihe powers 
should dwire to know the determination of his Court in this matter, when he 
recollrcletl that they had decided »f) many important affairs without asking 
for any advice: that in hi* opinion the conduct of England had Iwcn upon 
this occasion irreproachable, and that at any rate he was convinced that on 
no consideration would any answer lie given of a character disagreeable to her. 
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Upon the rt*jK>ated application of fount UtiuriftT, M. de Rmte. afttfT 
taking the orders of the King, deliveretl a Nt4e Vtrhttle in which it is slaietl 
"(translation! that luigiand had only demande<l that the four! tif BiussrI* 
should avt)i<i its former march; that tlius its communication hasi {K*en c«»n- 
sidercd as a simple notification; that hitherto the relations of the (ios ernmrnt 
of the Netherlands with thoue established in fact in the ct>untrit?*» coni'rniw!, 
were confinetl to strict necessity under the commercial fxjint of view an*f of 
neighlx)urhoQd with the Dutch f olonies; that these relations, after the «as»v 
pie of other nations, had l)een admitteti at the time by S{>ain; in fine ihas an 
explanation was considered as auiwrflutjus, the more so liecausc the ronduc! 
of the Netherlands towards the tuiitl fovernments tlid not difler from that 
which the other fxiwers appt'aretl to wish to ol>»erve.“ 

All this affair is said to have Iteen since satisfactorily exfilaitm! to the I m- 
peror by the Prince of Orange after his arrival hen*. 

In another quarter a transaction of a less lumorable nature to the |».irsie» 
concerned has taken place. It is confidently slatetf that tirneral Hinh- 
telen, the Ruiaiian amhas!eulor at Stockholm, has jiermittefl hitUMeif even to 
let drop a threat "Itranslatitmj that if Swislen deviatctl from the prim jpin* 
agretnl on at the t‘ungrt*t« of Vienna, Russia might well think herself Iter 
from the obligation of recognizing the order of things actually esiablishwl m 
Swerlen,'* Such at least apfH'ars to have been (he sukatante of a tlrfheafi^K of 
the Russian f abinet, which however is kept on Isuh parts profoundly «*i rri 
The answer given f>y the Swetiish (iovernmenl to this rfechuatkns. is con¬ 
tained in a de«i)atch from Baron VVittersinu to Baron Palmastzierna, Hwr«|. 
ish Minister at this C ourt. It i# in «ut»lance ii» follows. 

{T»AKSl.ATmS| 

That His Swedish Majesty had retx*ivet! the afxjve mentioned derk- 
ration; that without doulrt Smin might lx* guarantied in the entire fx»s* 
session of her C'olonies, if His C'atholic Majesty widted to follow the 
wise and truly {witernal counsels of His Imperial Majesty; that in 
considering the manner of the Cabinets of St. Petersburg ami la>nd<»n «*• 
waring totidly opposed in this affair, the determination of that of Stwk- 
holm could no more l>e doubtful; . . , that considering the multi- 

plietl evidena*s of affection and friendship which the King Charln* XIX 
(XIV.^I John had received from the Emperor Alexander, wnid 

only decide in favour of the henevotmi principles of (he ConlmmScd pm*n; 

That if the commercial Interests of Swtnien denutnded hereafter 4 
diploniiitic intervention in her relations with .Smith America, the t'ab- 
inet would never go so far wdlhout the knowledge of Russia, and uiikoui 
c^ertin^ beforehand in that regard with the Sovereign to whom m many 
ties of amity and readlections »o intimately unite that of Sweden 

Any remarks of mine on the character of this last communication would l*e 
superfluous if not mlstdactd. I could never have Ixxm induce*! t*i lieltrve 
that such language had fteen usetl if I had not the pnxifs of it {>cf*»re me 

I have the honor (ete j. 
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Ihnry Middieim, Untied Skiie$ Minisier ia Russia, ia Counl Nesselrode, 
SeeteMry of Sktie for Foreign Affairs of Russia ^ 

lmknn.AtiQH\ 

Sr. PHTi-Rsuimcj. July 2/14, 1825. 

lilt* Imdereignecl, Mnvtiy Extniorclirmry iirui Minister plenipotentiary 
from the Tnited Staten of Anierira, has the honor to suggest to His tlxcel- 
lency, llmnt N«Mlrock% ihat» to fulfil the intentions of his (k)vemment» he 
mnceivetl it prti|>er to enchm* to him the accompanying ropy of a dispatch, 
in form of an insiructicin,^ which he has just receivt*cl, and to re(|uest that it 
be suhinili«:l to \m Majesty the KmjHTor, whose friendly intervention, ac- 
airck^l on more than one rsTasion, may again promote, Ixith the interests of 
liurofif* mid America. 

llir Hndersignwl im the more dm|>oii*il to this caursCi as he lielieves, that 
hti Imfiefial Majesty will discTiver in this dispatch, additional proofs, to 
many ciihrri, of the «fUimeritsof great eiiteern and confidence, which he has 
inspired into the Ckivrrnmeni of the lliiled Stales, and that He will there¬ 
fore rtt*rivi% kindly, the nniurst that has Imen made. 

In the pnmmi war In?!ween S|Hitn and her ci-dmtni fmssessions of Ultra 
Mar, the IJniied States have never taken any part, either to encouriige or 
siislaifi it. They have always ohst^rved the slrictt*st neutrality. It cannot, 
incleetl, t>e M^id, that tht*y havcf lieen indifTrreru sfiiTtators of the events that 
have ofiTurrml tinder their own eytfs. Climinercial reasons have induced the 
doiire, that the nationiof the same continent, might establish a political in- 
dqwndrnc^, who^ happy influence they themselves have exiK!rienced. But 
this fetding hm never aui«ed the neutrality to he viokiteci, that had been pro- 
claimed. A» prcKif of the fidelity with which they have fulfilled their obliga¬ 
tions, durini the present war, lioth lieUigeftmt parties have complained, and 
alike imjiiiily, of the violation of this neutriilily. 

But If the Siat« have regardt?d with satisfaction, the efforts of the 

naiioiit of the American rcmtinent to throw off the yoke of Spanish domina¬ 
tion, they do not thus feel towartis the islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico. 
The ctiaracier of the fxipulation of those islands, renders their capacity for 
miiiiilairiirig independence, extremely doubtful. A premature declaration, 
would prokibly result in the diitresting scenes of St. Domingo. 

Against such a citaslmphe. there can lie no other guaranty than the pres¬ 
ence of m armed force, funusherl by some protecting power. If the new 
Stalls, or any one of them, ihould conquer these islands, their military and 
naval nmni could not secure (them) against the occurrence of scenes so 

* MS. from Kumm, Xl, with Mkldleton to Cky, July 15/27, 1835, 

whkh «» l«l0W, xti, doCt 10^4. Sm alto Amerunn StaU Papers, Formgn Rdalwns, V, 
850, wh«« it fe , 

* Sm above, t, doc. I4h Cky to Mkidbtoa, May 10, 182$. 




horrm anct sanguinary. Having regard, therefore to circurmtana^, and m a 
commercial point of view, the llnited State* are perfectly well satisifietl with 
the jKilitical condition of these islands, under the rule of their Meirofmlis; but 
they could nor regard, as indifferent to their interests, the armwl intervention 
of any other nation. 

All the Powers that have possessions in the American Archijadago, are 
deeply intere*te«l, in preventing the subversion of the existing onler in these 
islands. Although Russia tie not thus situatetl, yet the acknowlrdgeit be* 
neftetfnee of His Imfierial Majesty and his disixmition to maintain alt legiii- 
inacies, indutte the hope, that he will not decline to aid in promoting the mSy 
means that can be suggested, for avoiding an increase of evil* to S|>aiii and 
the civilized world. 

'I*hc means are pointed out, in the enclosed Copy. 

The government of the Unite<l States, lietter able to judge, from its geo* 
graphic position, and the information it has collecttxl a* to the actual modi* 
tion of the New States, of the probable chances of the proteni war, than gov* 
ernments more remote, conceive* itself aulhoriztsl, without lemefity, to 
exprews it* opinion as to the beat mmie of closing a source, alrearly fruitful 
of evils to humanity, and which threatens to discharge it* stream of larger 
volume. 

In this question, it is not to tie decided, what are the true principle* f 4 
right. As to these, there may, or may not Iwf, difference of opinion. Ttnr 
question is, to establish the facta. When facts have »p<iketi, right ha* been 
annulled. 11 only remains to do the good that may tw effected, jsince alt that 
is desirable cannot be accomplished; and if, at this moment, active im*<wur*» 
be not taken, to save to Spain, her remaining colonies, the occasion may be 
fraever lost. 

Having invitetl serious consideration of the urgency of the case presented, 
the Undersigned has but to pray Hi* Excellency, fount Newtelrode, to 
accept {etc.). 
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Umry MiddleUm, United States Minister (a Russia, ta Henry Clay, SeerMary 
of State of the UnUed States ' 

St. PBTBRsmiRr;, July 

Sir: I bad the honor of receiving your despatch No. i * on the 28'*, df 
June {0.».) The Emperor was at that periorl alisent from this remdence but 
expected about the 5*^. of the present month, t'ount NewelrcKle har! pre- 

‘ MS. Dispatdk^i from Rui»i», XI. Tbk was printed i« itniarira* State Pepert, Peetipi 
Rdatims, V, 849, 

* See above, pt. t, doc. 141, Clay to Middleton, May to, tSaj. 
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cetied him by a few days, & had announced by a circular letter dated 24th 
June, that he had resumed the direction of the Imperial Ministry of foreign 
affairs. 

I conceived it would be best to lose no time in opening the matter com¬ 
mitted to my care by your instruction contained in the despatch above men- 
tioneri. After having carefully weighed what would be the best mode of 
proceeding. I mentioned to the Count the purport of the instruction. He 
gave me at first no great encouragement, adverting to the essential difference 
in our way of thinking on the question between Spain & her Colonies. I 
Ijfgged leave however to furnish him with a Copy of the Despatch (as you 
had permitted) in order that he might lay it before the Emperor. Accord- 
ingly, on the second of July, a Copy of your instruction, together with a short 
introductory note, was sent in (see the accompanying paper.^) 

I conclude from my knowledge of the modes of proceeding in all matters of 
general concern, that the proposition is in consideration between the Allies; 
it being a fundamental maxim with them not to take any determination in 
matters affecting the general policy, without the mutual consent of the 
partial to the Alliance, 

1 trust that I need not add that every endeavour shall be made on my part 
to give efftH't to your projKJsition. 

I have the honor (etc.]. 
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C&unl Nesselrode, Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs of Russia, to Henry 
Middleton, United Stales Mimster to Russia ‘ 

[tranblation] 

St. Peturshurg, August 20,1825. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State directing the Imperial Administration 
of Foreign Affairs, hastened to submit to the Emperor, the note which Mr. 
Middleton Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America, did the honor to address him, on the 2 of July last,* ac¬ 
companying the copy of a dispatch from Mr. Clay, in which that Minister in 
the name of the Cabinet at Washington, urges the necessity of confirming the 
general peace, by terminating the contest of the Spanish Colonies against the 
(iovcrnment of His Catholic Majesty; of securing to Spain the peaceful 
[xmsesaion of the islands of C'uba and Puerto Rico; and of effecting these ob¬ 
jects, by the impartial intervention of Russia. 

• S<?e at>ov«, pt, XU, doc. 1033. 

’ MS. Dbpatche# from Riwaia, X, enclosed with Middleton to Clay August 27/ September 
«, 1825, which sec below, pt. xn, doc. loa6. It is printed in American Slate Papers, Foreign 
Relations. V, 850. 

' See above, pt. xn, doc. 1023. 
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The principles of the Emperor were sufficiently known to the Governiif^^ 
of the United States, to justify the perfect confidence, that in expreMifi# j 
wish for the continuance and confirmation of the peace enjoyed by the wu# 
it did but represent the most sincere desire of His Imperial Majesty; 
professing a generous solicitude for the rights of Spain over her islands in ^ 
West Indies, it avowed principles that had long since been adopted 
Russia as the bases of her political system; and that in anticipating 
impartiality and true disinterestedness from her intervention, it was ncii 
ceived as to the sentiments of the Emperor, in relation to all arrangemeiiii^ ^ 
which Foreign Powers might be pleased to claim or admit, his good 

Flis Imperial Majesty felicitates himself with having inspired this 
dence in the United States of America; and the Undersigned is chargrti ^ 
invite Mr, Middleton, to convey to his Government, the assurance of 
high value, at which the Emperor estimates those sentiments, of which* 
evidence is furnished by its present propositions. 

The opinions of his Imperial Majesty as to the question discussed by * 
Clay in his dispatch, cannot be concealed from the Cabinet of Washirig^^^ 
His Imperial Majesty has ever thought, that Justice, the law of Nations, 
the general interest in having the indisputable titles of Sovereignty reaper 
could not allow the determinations of the Mother Country in this imfwf 
case, to be prejudged or anticipated. On the other side, whenever Spain 
wished to discuss the future condition of South America, she has adcirr»»^ 
overtures to all the Allied Powers of Europe. It will not be possible ibc^^ 
fore for His Imperial Majesty to change principles in this negociation, ^ 
institute it separately {isoUment ); and until positive information hm 
received of the ulterior views of Spain in regard to her American possetaKr#"^^ 
of her decision upon the proposition of the United States, and of the 
of her Allies in relation to the same subject, Russia cannot give a defwsis^ 
answer. 

She is however, in the mean while, pleased to hope, that the United Si mm 
becoming every day more convinced of the evils & dangers that would trv^m 
to Cuba and Puerto Rico from a change of government, being satisfied,» 
Clay has said in his dispatch, with the present commercial legislation oi th^ 
two islands, and deriving an additional motive of security from the honor a la 
resolution of Spain not to grant to them, any longer, letters of marqur, m- i 
use their influence, in defeating as far as may be in their power, every mi*-: 
prise against these islands, in securing to the rights of His Catholic 
constant and proper respect, in maintaining the only state of things thiil c 
preserve a just balance of power in the sea of the Antilles, prevent shm ktf! 
examples, and as the Cabinet of Washington has remarked, secure to t| 
general peace, salutary guaranties. 

The undersigned seizes with pleasure, this occasion, to repeat [etc.)» 
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Henry Middlelon, Untied Slates Minister to Rtissia, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

St. Petersburg, August 27/September 8,1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith a Copy of the answer of the 
RusMsian Secretary of State® to my Note of 2d July last, by which I had 
aimriiunicated to this Covernment in extenso the instructions I had received 
by your despatch No. l.* 

1 think I am warranted in considering this answer to be in substance,{vfh&x 
divesttHl of its diplomatic garb,) in every respect as favorable to the views 
developed in your despatch, as could possibly be expected to be given by this 
tkjvernment standing in the predicament it now does. We are left to infer 
from it that the propo«d that the Emperor shall lend his aid towards the con¬ 
clusion of the War between Spain & her Colonies by interposing his good 
ofrux** in the form of pacific counsel to the Mother Country, has been com¬ 
municated to the Allietl Cabinets; and I am fully of opinion, that the major¬ 
ity, if not the whole of them, will agree to it. If such should be the event, 
the tUplomatic t ommittce, sitting in Paris, will be instructed accordingly. 
The chief difficulty to be overcome will be in the Cabinet of the King of 
Siwin, where it is understood that all parlies are opposed to the independence 
of the Colonies. The necessity of the case, however, begins to be so crying, 
that a hope may be entertained that even there the counsels of wisdom may 
’ere long l>e listened to. For obvious reasons we must not expect to learn 
officially that such advice as that alluded to above has been given, unless it 
shcHtUl t>e attended to. 

I have the honor (etc.]. 
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Henry Middleton, United Stales Minister to Russia, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of Stale of Ike United States * 


Private. 


St. Petersburg, August 27/September 8,1825. 


Dear Sir: You will learn from my despatch of this date all that I can of¬ 
ficially tell you. I cannot refrain however from adding, that I beg leave to 
congratulate you upon the prospect which appears to me to open of your suc¬ 
ceeding in obtaining the Russian mediation between Spain & the new Amer¬ 
ican States. Matters looked very discouraging when first the proposal was 


* MS, Dkpatches from Ruasia, 

V S49. 

above, pt xti. doc. 1025. 
»Sm above, pt. doc. 14^* 

♦ MSr Dmpatchei from Russia, 


X, 


X. 


Printed in American State Papers^ Foreign Relations, 
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made: but your pa{>er having l>een admirably translateti into French, bo as 
to preserve all its original force, was forwarded to the different Allied 
Courts, where it ha@ been much admired. I know [Kwitively that Frince 
Mctternich approves of your proposal; & as France no doulH wishes some' 
thing of the kind (which however cannot with propriety come from herl and 
as Russia at^nta to every thing which is agret?able to the majority of the 
Allies, I consider the question as settled. The odtnVe wll be Riven, provided 
PoRzo di Borgo does not get up some Hobgoblin Si>eech to prevent it. I feel 
almi^t assured too that it mil be accepted; for from some communications ! 
have had with a F’erson who must be namelew, I know that some of the 
King of Spain's Friends, who are at the same time friends to their (ountry, 
will l»ark the advice by every effort in their power. The answer of the Rus¬ 
sian (kjvernment has lieen so long delayetl that I fear you will not receive it 
before the meeting of Congress. I was obliged to l>e a little imfKirtunate to 
get it even late as it came. But I think a gtxid deal has f>een gaitieti by the 
delay, as at first the projKJsal seemed to !«• not n little sioRRerinR, 

Kxcuse the haste of this Scniwl. I ought not to suffer the op}K>rtunity 
which offers to escape. 

I am (etc.). 
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Henry Middhton, United States Minister to Russia, to Henry Cky, Secretary 
of State of the United States ' 

iKXTRACrl 

Confidential. Ht. Pktkrsuuro, September td/ja, tSjjf. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to forward a copy of a corn»{Kmdence which ha* 
lately passt**! at Strwkholm Iwtween the Spanish Chargf* d'Aflaire* ^ the 
Swetlish (kjvernment. I have not ijeen able to obtain a copy of the answer 
to the last communication of Mr. Alvarado, but it seems to lx? tTrtain that 
the shifjs of the line, & the two Frigates it had !>een agrml to deliver to the 
suppoBwl agents of Mexico, will not be pemiittet! to siiil. 

Mr. Alvarado apfteani to have actetl in this business in the strict line of 
duty. But in the outset, when the sale of these vessels to Sfwiin was firo* 
pcisrf to him, he might have gain^l time by referring to his t kjvcrnrneni few 
an answer, which would have prevented Sweden from pnweccling in the mat¬ 
ter, or at least have deprived her of one of her pretext* for making an im¬ 
mediate sale to others. Sulxtequently he apfwars to have txwn Iwlter ad- 
vieed, & he is reported to have [been] egged on by some of his colleagues of 
the diplomatic corps, who are said even to have draughted the notai for him. 

'MS. Dwpatche* fram Ruwfc, X. 
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^ Probably I am su{>ererogating in touching on this matter, as Mr. Somer¬ 
ville will have given you full information upon it, & upon the Agency that 
Russia Sc France have had in it. The warmth they have shown upon this 
occasion, will give some idea of their feelings towards the States of So. 
America. 

l = IKm the subject of the proposition made to this Government under your 
instructions of loth May, * I have nothing to add, unless it be, that the 
little information I can collect tends to confirm my first impressions as stated 
in my last despatch.* For the rest, until the answer of Spain shall have 
been received, the question cannot be again taken up in the Cabinet of the 
Emjjerar. 
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Henry Middleton, United States Minister to Russia, to Count Nesselrode, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Russia * 


(translation! 


St. Pktersburc;, February 27f March 11,1826. 


'Fhe UndersigntKl hastens to inform the C'ount de Nesselrode, Secretary of 
State directing the Imjicrial Department of Foreign Affairs, that he has just 
receivetl despatches from his flovernment, with the contents of which he 
makes it his duty to acejuaint His Excellency. 

As these despatchits are of the 26th December, it is certain that the melan¬ 
choly news of the death of His Majesty Alexander had not been received at 
that date. They were there persuaded that his sentiments of humanity and 
his sound judgment had induced him to interfere by pacific counsels, and that 
he continued to use his preponderating influence to put an end to the war 
lietween Spain and her late possessions on the Continent of America. Full of 
this idea, the Cabinet of Washington hastened to comply with the wish ex¬ 
pressed by His Excellency Count de Nesselrode in his note of 20 August 
1825,* to see the United States " use their influence to disconcert every enter¬ 
prise against the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico," and in consequence Mr. 
Secretary Clay, by the express order of the President, addressed to the Min¬ 
isters of Colombia and Mexico residing at Washington, official letters recom¬ 
mending a suspension of every hostile attempt against the islands in question, 
as a measure calculated to accelerate a general peace and particularly due to 
the benevolent and friendly procedure of His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Ru^ias. Mr. de Nesselrode will find enclosed a copy in the English language 


* See above, pt. i, doc. 141. , c „ o 

* See above, pt, XU, doc. 1027, Middleton to Clay, Auguit 27/ September 8, 1825. 

* MS, Dwpatche* from Ruwiia. X, encloaed in Middleton to Clay, February 28/March 12, 
1826, which *ee below, pt. xu, doc. 1030. 

*Sce above, pt, xu, doc, 1025, 
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of the letter to the Minister of Colombia, that to the Ministers of Mexico 
lieinK in substance the same. 

The I'ndcrslgnetl has received from his Government an express ortler to 
explain with entire frankness to the Government of Russia the contents of 
that letter to the Minister of t'olombia. There the remark will Iw found 
"that in case of the invasion of these islands by Mexico or Colombia, and c 4 
the troublesome contingencies that may result from it, other Government* 
may jierhaps see themselves comi>elled by their interests and their tluty to 
interfere." In explanation, the Undersigned is authariml to declare to the 
Count de Nesselrode that the United States, as to themselves, do not «U**ire 
any change of sovereignty in the island of Cuba: They would l>c opfamil to 
its cewion by Spain to any other KurofK’an {>awer: nor can they desire that 
that island should l>ecome a dejHmdency of Mexico or of (‘olomltia: Hut yet, 
if Sjmin persists in a war which cannot fail stnincr or later to draw all the 
efforts of the new States u{K»n that island, the only prop which remains u* her 
in the American hemisphere, the I’residenl sees no justifiable grtnind for the 
forcible interference of the Unitetl States to prevent an of»erittion of legiti¬ 
mate war. t)n the other hand, if the war of the new States against the is¬ 
lands should l>ecomc a war of devastation; and if, contrary to all esjHs lalion, 
they should Ir* capable of putting arms in the hands of our {xirtion of the in¬ 
habitants and of inciting them to the rnaiawicre of the other riawes; and if, in 
short, they should encourage excesses and examples the contagion of which 
might iKR'ome dangerous to the tranquillity and wifely of the neighUmring 
provinces, then the Government of the United States would not only think 
itself authoristed, but would feel itself calUxl UfRin to employ force to put .m 
end to such excesses. But, in fact, there is little proliability that suc h a state 
of things will arise, and it ought rather to be exfiected, if the war coiuimte, 
that the United States will remain hereafter, as they have l>een, heretofore, 
neutral Iretwecn the belligerent I’ower*. 

I'lie Undersigned ha* the honour to represent to His Excellency the Secre¬ 
tary of State, how important it is to obtain from Sjmin a prompt derision a* 
to her disiKiaition to grant peace to her former jiosiiwsions on the Continem 
of America, seeing that the suspension of the expedition against the islands, 
which will probably take place upon the recommendation of the I’resident of 
the Unitenl States, can in any case have only an extension proportioned to the 
nature of its object. It is just that this extension should not exceed th«’»e 
limits. 

The Undersigned flatters himself that he is right in believing that IlisMaj- 
esty the Emperor Nicholas will deign to continue the work of padfiration 
commenced by the deceased Emperor of glorious memory: and, therefore, he 
prays His Excellency theSecretaryof State to be pleased to take the order* of 
His Imperial Majesty upon this communication. 

The Undersigned has the honour (etc.). 
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Middleton^ United States Minister to Russia, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

St. Petersburg, February 28jMarch 12, 1826. 

Sir: I had the honor a few days since to receive your despatch No. 2,2 & in 
Conformity to its tenor I yesterday addressed a note to Count Nesselrode of 
"W'li.ich a Copy is annexed,® 

The late occurrences at home, have of course fixed the chief attention of the 
I^ixssian Government. I am hopeful however that whenever foreign politics 
find room for consideration, the affairs of Spain will come in for a share 
of -tile attention of the Emperor, whose individual & private opinion, 1 have 
assured, is favorable to the course we wish taken in the question relating 
■to -the pacification of the late Spanish Colonies. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1031 

H&'rtry Middleton, United States Minister to Russia, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

St. Petersburg, July i8lso, 1826. 

Sir; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 
3 ® by Mr. Wyer, who arrived here on the 5!^ of this month (23d June 

O. S.). . ’ . . 

1 reminded his Excellency [Count de Nesselrode] of the object of the Suspen- . 

sion of the meditated attack upon Cuba & Puerto Rico, by the new States of 
IVEoxico & Colombia, remarking that we had yet had no official information of 
any attempt on the part of Russia to interpose her good offices in the form of 
jDaoific counsel to Spain, conformably to the request of theUnited States, which 
tho answer under date of the 20th August 1825,® had allowed us to hope 
would be granted. He replied, that the proposition we had made had been 
f orwarded without loss of time to the Cabinet of Madrid, accompanied by 
©nob observations as should have tended to ensure it a favorable reception, 
■that no answer had ever been returned; that they had in their instructions to 
thetir Minister at Madrid insisted upon his urging a decision upon the prop¬ 
s' IMS. Dispatches from Russia, X. ^ .0.,^ 

2 See above, pt. i, doc. 152, Clay to Middleton, December 26, 1825. 

® See above, pt xi, doc. 1029. 

4 MS, Dispatches from Russia, XI. 

* See above, pt. i, doc. 158, Clay to Middleton, April 21, 1826. 

« See above, pt. xii, doc. 1025. 
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osition of the I’nitecl States, & stated that courtesy would recjuire an an> 
swer to the I'nited States; still no answer has until this time l>een givim, 
probably from the difficulty of coming to a decision in a matter so grave, 

I then 8tate<l to the C.'ount the solMtance of the Ixtter of the (‘olombian 
Minister of igth March to yourself,* & also of your Ixtter to Mr. Kvereti of 
the 13th April,® instructing him to pro|K«»e on the part of Colombia an ar¬ 
mistice for ten years. I observed to the Count that in thi* form the ground 
of the contest would l>e left untouchetl, and the rights anti pretentions of 
either party uninfringed. I was sorry that I could not put him in jM»se»#k>n 
of the corre8|K>ntlence lietween the Colombian Minister & yourself, a*, it bad 
been your intention, or of your lA*tter to Mr. Everett, it having fwn un¬ 
intentionally omitttKi to forward copies to me. 'Fhe Count ap{»eare<l graii- 
fieti to learn that the profKwal of an armistice had lieen macle by Colointna. 
and it seemerl to me, evident that his tHTsonal conviction was that it ought 
to Ik* acceptcfl by Spain. He recjuestetl that 1 would communicate the in¬ 
formation I had just given in a note verbak m tnake memorandum ihere<»f in 
any other form I might think prc>iH>r, in order that he might submit the Mine 
to hia Majesty the KmiKTor, along with the request of his co-o[K-ration. 
The day following I sent him an extract from your de»|«itch containing the 
projKisition of the armistice to l>e offertHl at Madrid by Mr. i“’.ven*ti at the 
instance of the C'olombian (lovernment. In a sulmiuent converfcition (*»n 
16/2H July) with the Sttcretary of Slate, he rejM*ate<l his expressions of witiA- 
faction at the {irtifKiml armistice, & aiwured me that want of time ahme prc* 
venteilhisgiving a written answer to my communication, the I Muiirror liciiig 
that day alKuit to leave I’ciersburgh, but that it should Im the first in order 
of all llie matters he shouUl take up at Moscow, where I might exjwt a full 
communication ufKin the subject, 

. . , I'fxm the whole, I feel fully confident that adthouglt this { knern- 

ment, to Ik* consistent with its own dtxdared principles, would never forestall 
the determinations of the f*arent Country, yet does it by no means counte¬ 
nance a farther jiersisience on the part of Spain, in her blind and narrow jmjI- 
icy, & on exTasion of the (irofXHied armistice, 1 have great extKTtation that 
she will lx; strongly urged to accede to it. 

‘ .Hce above, pt. vi, doc. 654, 


* See above, fX. 1, doc. 157. 
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Henry Middleton, Untied Stales Minister to Russia, to Count Nesselrode^ 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Russia * 

(translation) 

Moscow, JO, 1826 . 

Sir: I have the honour to comnumicate to you herewith the copy of the 
transiution of u note, iuklreasetl by the Minister of I'oreign Affairs of Colom¬ 
bia to the Minister of the linitecl States residing near that Government, 
dated Santa I-Y- tie Bogota, 17 March last.* 

'rhis note relates to the steps taken by the United States to engage the new 
States of South America to suspend every attack upon the islands of Cuba 
and Porto Rico, a measure whicli the United States had strongly recom- 
mendwl to the Government of Colombia, and which the latter definitively 
adoptwl until the Congress of Panama should pronounce upon the question. 

In communicating this pufR'r to your Excellency, I invite your attention 
to the jNiragraph in which the Minister of Colombia marks his surprize and 
expresses his regret "at not seeing realized the hopes of peace which might 
have lieen exjHtntttl from the note addressed to the Envoy of the United 
States jit St. Petersburg." In fact, it would be difficult not to be persuaded 
that the goinl otliccs of Russia have been employed towards Spain in advis¬ 
ing her to grant jH.*acc to her Colonies;—-and certainly no one would think of 
doubting their erticacy; - but, notwithstanding this, it is still seen with as¬ 
tonishment that until this moment nothing has been able to shake the con¬ 
stancy of Spain in her iletcrmination to repel every attempt at reconciliation. 

If, to the moment of taking into consideration the question of the attack 
of tile islands, the C'ongress of Panama should abandon every hope of being 
able to obtain, jieace by other means, it is not at all doubtful that the Rep¬ 
resentatives of the new States will find it necessary to think of providing for 
the safety of their constituents by making all effort to chase from their hem¬ 
isphere the enemy of their tranquillity, and that they will see themselves 
comiKdkii to conquer peace by a war more active than what has been till 
now carried on. 

Pcrluqw, Sir, it would be still possible to avert the last blow, which, other¬ 
wise, will l>e immediately aimed at the Spanish dominion in the new world, 
if His Majesty the Emperor Nicholas is pleased at this moment to join his 
solicitations to those of other allied and neutral powers, in order to induce 
Spain to revive the proposition of an armistice lately made at Madrid by 
the interposition of the United States—an armistice which might naturally 
pave the way for a definitive accommodation. 

’ MS. Dwpatchc* from Rusala, XI, enclosed in Middleton to Clay, September 8/20,1826, 
whkh $tx below, pt. xni, doc. 1034. 

•See above, pt. vi, doc. 653. 
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I iK'g leave to requwt, Sir, that you will please to lay this note Wore Hi* 
Majesty the ICmperar, and to take his orders thereon; and 1 still flatter my¬ 
self that in the situation of his ally's aflairs, he will deign to pardon iny im- 
jKjrtunity, in consideration of the importance of the interests invtdvtni in thi* 
question. 

I am (etc.). 


1033 

Henry Middleton, United Stales Minister to Russia, to Henry Clay, Seereiary 
of State of the United States* 

(sxTKAcrl 

Moscow, September sit?, lSj6. 

. . . I then ventured to suggest my earnest desire to intrtKluce the subject 
of the war which still aintinuea Ijctween Spain & her colonic*: That I hoj»eti 
his policy would lead to some efficient step to put a stop to a contest so ho}»e. 
less for his ally. 1 le replietl with vivacity, that after %ihai M% Rmlher Ike kie 
F.mperor had done, & knowing his own opinions tifKin the subject, I could not 
doubt of the language he shouhi hold, he understcxKl that all we wislietj «tf 
him was to give pacific counsel; hut, he adiletl nuKlestly, a Sovereign who 
counts scarce jjti years of age & who has reigtUHi liut a few mt»nths, cannot ex* 
{H'ct much deference to lie |>aid to his opinions. I le then empiirwl re»j>rriini 
the ret'otulion said to lie taking place in the territories of t’olomhia (alluding 
to the insurrection of (Jcneral Paez) St askarl my opinion of the capability of 
thoatf countries to maintain their indtqiendence. I rejilietl he hinuadf was 4 
coinjictent judge how little capable Sjuiin is of attacking it: & that with re¬ 
gard to the ntnv States, I felt assuretl that whatever might lie their intestine 
feuds, there exists but one feeling in relation to Spain, ik that resolvrel itself 
intf> an unanimous determination to resist her pretentions. 

( riie following postscript relates to the same conference:} 

Private. 

{)n the siunc day with myself the Spanish Minister ha<l an audience of the 
KnifHTor, for the purjiose of presenting to his Majesty the several orderncd 
Spain together with an autograph letter from his Sovereign. I had after¬ 
wards at I hnner at the Prussian Minister's on the siimc day a ctmversJitiim 
with him (the Spanish Minister) in which was exchangrel some amiuni of 
what had pjimnl at our audiences. I told him I hatl urgtsl the Kmjwror to 
advise Spain to accept the proffered armistice. He replietl that he also had 
touched on the siime topic, & that he had told his Majesty that now he wa» 
writing a private laitter to the King, he had an opportunity of doing a deal td 
footl, by advising him to make peace with the colonies. H. (*. M. 

‘ MS, Di»Mtchtt! from Ruwia, XI. The above extract relatw t« a amterence with lb< 
Emperor of Kunk. 
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Henry Middleton, United Stales Minister to Russia, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ‘ 

Moscow, September 8/20,1826. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your despatch No. 4’ received just 
l>efore I left Peternburgh for this place. Immediately after the presentation 
of my crtKlentials, I addressed to Count Nesselrode a note (of which Copy is 
enclosetl)* together with an extract from the communication of the Minister 
of t'olomtaa to Mr. Aiulerson under date of 17th March !ast.< Having this 
day ha<l a conference with Count Nesselrode upon the subject of this corre- 
I fwl satisfied that everything will be done which depends upon 
this (lovernment in tlic way of counsel to induce Spain to accept the overture 
of Peace made from the New World. The experience of what has happened 
within the last twelve months is suflicient however to prevent very sanguine 
exfjcctatitms being fornuxl of the efficacy of these counsels, for I have every 
rciifum to fetd asaurcil that during the whole of that period at least, the coun- 
wb of Russia to Spain have Iwen pacific. It can only have been by some 
mi^ipprehcnsion that the Russian Minister at Madrid has been supposed 
adverse to |H‘ace. It may l>e that from his care not to seem to anticipate the 
delerminationH of the mother country upon the subject of the Independence 
of her Cokmiiw, his conduct may have appeared doubtful to those who were 
not in the secret: But it is nevertheless certain that his instructions from the 
late bimfRjrtJf Alexander were, to urge the Cabinet of Madrid to consider with 
ilM |K»iii«m in relation to the ci-devant Colonies—^a position becoming every 
day more critical, ik to prepare to make the sacrifices called for by the march 
of event* of too grave a character to be controlled by the slender means at its 
disfKml. I feel mlisfied too that Mr. d’Oubril has faithfully performed his 
duty, but with »u much discretion and with so little success, as to be 
susfHfcted of having taken a different course. Such has been long my per¬ 
suasion, which now amounts to a conviction, since my audience from the 
Kmficror, & my conference of this day with Count Nesselrode, for a further 
confirmation of all I advance upon this subject, I beg leave to refer you to 
the Baron Maltiu, who will receive by the same courier who carries this, a 
desjKttch relative to it, of which he will doubtless have the honor to com¬ 
municate to you the substance. 

When I reflect upon the very sensible change wrought upon the disposi¬ 
tions of this Ciovemment within the last two years, in relation to the Ameri¬ 
can question, I feel convinced that too much praise cannot be given to the 
frank and liberal policy of our own, by which this change has been mainly 
effected, 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

' MS. CHspatchc* from Ru««ia, XI. 

•Seeabove, pt. xii. doc. 1033. 


• Not printed in this collection. 

• See above, pt. Vi, doc. 653. 
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Baron de MaUUs, ChargS d’Affaires of Russia at Washing^n, to llmry Chy, 
Secretary of StaU of the United States* 

(translationJ 

Washington, November iS/ja, 

Sir : I made it my duty at the lime to render account to the Miiibtry of the 
Emperor, niy August Master, of the corresjwndence which 1 have had the 
honour to have with you in the course of the month of May fast, as well «»<rf 
the contents of the note which you were pleased to communicate to me at 
that time, and by which the (iovernment of (‘olombia declared to the t’aW* 
net of Washington that for the moment it would susjjend every exfxsiition 
against the islands of t'uba and I’orto Rico. 

That dtx'laration was entirely a mark of re«{H*ct to the fidelity of the (sdicy 
adopted by the Government of the Uniterl States ami to the memory of the 
Emperor Alexanrler. In this double relatimi it alTonltsl to the EmiHTor my 
Master a lively satisfaction. His ImiH*rial Majesty saw with real pleasure 
that agreeably to the principles and to the wishes of his illustrious prwle- 
cessor, the C'abinct of W’ashington had usetl all its influence to rnaintaiit to 
the Antilles the state of irosaession ju8tifie<l by the inctwtestable right* di 
Spain and most agreeable to the interests of all the great maritime |Kiwrr«. 
The success which has crowned its efforts at Simta Ff* de Ihigota and that 
which it ex()ecta to obtain at Mexico, have Imm viewer! by his Imiierial Maj¬ 
esty as essential services rendered to Spain and to all the tktvernmenw 
which partake of the salutary desire of putting an end to the distractions ^ 
South America. 

In expressing to you again, in the name of the ImfKTia! Government, the 
desire of seeing the Unitetl States perstfvere in a system the first consecjuence* 
of which have Ireen so successful, I experience a lively siitisfaction in firing 
able to confirm to you, Sir, all the assurances which I gave you in our former 
communications relative to the frank and generous co-ojieration which Rus¬ 
sia has not ceased to desire for the work of general fmcification. 'I'he Em¬ 
peror, my Master, fully approved of my attention in informing you that in¬ 
correct tokens only could have induced the Cabinet of Washington to think 
that the Minister of the Hmfieror at Madrid encouraged the SjMinish CaWnei 
to accept no firoposition of accommodation with her ancient Colonies, 

The instructions, with which the Emperor Alexander bad fumishetl Mr. 
d'Oubrll in that regarri, recommended to him, on the contrary, to invite the 
Government of His Catholic Majesty seriously to consider the jrewition in 
which circumstances had placed him towards his American provinces, to 
banish from this examination illusions daily more dangerous, to appreciate 
the causes of the conduct of the United States, and, as it did not Wong to 
Russia to take the lead of the determinations of Spain, to let her know them 
‘ MS. Note* from Rumtian Lection, II. 
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as soon as possible in order that the Cabinet of St. Petersburg might com¬ 
municate them to that of Washington, These instructions have been scru¬ 
pulously executetl by Mr. d'Oubril; they were founded on the just respect 
with which the rights of Spain inspired Russia, and on the impossibility of 
giving more pt>8itive couiihcIs to an independent State and on a question, if I 
may be allowed the expression, vital, which he had it in his power to resolve 
at his will. According to this principle, the correctness of which cannot be 
calletl in question, the Imi>erial Cabinet could only prcssingly demand a de¬ 
finitive answer to the projHwitions of which it had been the organ. This an¬ 
swer, eagerly desired by the lCin[H‘ror Alexander, came to be requested twice 
again by Mis Majesty the ICnqieror Nicolas. In the month of March he gave 
order* to Mr. d'Oubril to represent to the Spanish Cabinet that the Imperial 
(lovemment had exjxfted for six months the result of its deliberations upon 
the overtures of the I'nited States of America, and that it became necessary 
for it to come to a decision, after having compared its resources with its de¬ 
sires, and its hopes with the means of realizing them. In the last place again 
the Minister of Mis Majesty was charged to remind the C’ourt of Madrid of 
this imiHTious necessity, to olwerve to them that their last note to Mr. 
F.verett, relative to the affairs of America, contained no answer, that never- 
ihelas* one was necc!«uiry, and that the proixisition which had been then 
made to them, of an armistice to Ik* concluded with the American Insurgents, 
appearerl to His Majesty to offer great advantages. 

Such, Sir, is the last slate of this negotiation. It will leave no doubt in the 
Cabinet of Wiuihington of the efforts which the Imperial (lovernment has 
made to justify the confidence of that of the United States, without however 
transcending the limits prescrilietl to it by the rights of Spain, without failing 
in the resjH*ct which her very misfortunes and the difficulty of her position 
command. Her definitive resolutions will soon be known. The Cabinet of 
His Imjierial Majesty expects it; and it will hasten to communicate them to 
the (kivernment of the I'nited States. If the Spanish Cabinet kindly receive 
their opinions and their overtures, the mode of the ulterior negotiations 
which they shall introduce will remain to be determined on. If it reject 
them, Russia will have the consciousness of having used all the lawful means 
in her jmwer to favour a pacific result, and as neither her principles nor her 
intere»t« would, at least for the present, engage her to interpose in a more 
active manner in this great question, she would be content to invoke by her 
prayers the time when Divine Providence shall deign finally to restore to that 
part of the world Internal tranquillity and external peace. 

In every case Russia will know how to value the proof of friendship which 
she has received from the United States of America. This sentiment she will 
always cause to preside over her relations with them, and I congratulate my¬ 
self, Sir, in being able to be at this time her interpreter near you. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 

of State of the United States'’ 

Pun^DELPHiA, September 5,181$. 

Sir: Under the date of 30th June, I am advised by Lieutenant General 
I>on Pablo Morillo, captain general of Caraccas, and commander of the 
exjx»dition which Hia Majesty has destined to re-establish tranquillity at 
Carthagena, that, with a view to accelerate this important object, he is about 
to establish the most rigorous blockade of the ports of the viceroyalty of 
Sftnta Fi, including Carthagena, and that, in consequence, every neutral 
vessel which shall Iw found, not only in those porta, but on those coasts, shall 
be made jrrixe of, in order to prevent those who have revolted from His 
Majesty's authority receiving succors of any kind. 

I have thought it proper to communicate this to you, for the information 
of the President, that the injuries may be avoided which would result to the 
dtisens of this republic, if they continue, as heretofore, to trade with the 
rebels against the authority of my sovereign. 

I renew jetr.}. 


1037 

Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 

of State of the United States * 

(translatiokI 

Washington, December 30,1815. 

Sir : The diplomatic relations between the King, my master, and the United 
States Ix'ing happily restored, and both Governments being disposed mutu¬ 
ally to strengthen the ties of the most pure and perfect friendship, it is my 
duty to inform the President of whatever may contribute to so desirable an 
object, and remove the obstacles which may prevent it. On the important 
points on which this note must turn, I have written to you under other cir¬ 
cumstances less favorable than the present. I will now confine myself to a 
plain and simple explanation of them. 

The first of these points is, that the direct and official relations between 
Spain and the United States having been broken off since the year 1808, the 

* A merican State Papers, Foreign Retations, 1 V, 156. ’ Ibid. ,422. 

1891 




PART xm: COMMUNICATIONS PROM SPAIN 


1892 

affairs of both nations, as well as their respective frontiers, shouUl now h 
plac*ed in the same stiite ami situation in which they were at that t>eritKi; an 
that, in conformity to this principle, the jiart of West Florida which th 
Uniteti States took possession of during the glorious insurrectitm of Spaii 
ami have rctainetl until this day, should be restore*! to His (‘atholic Majwij 
This just and conciliatory measure, at the same time that it will convince th 
King, my master, of the purity and sincerity of the sentiments of the Amer 
can Ck)vernment, and of their disposition to arrange and terminate amirabl 
the several fxiints of negotiation, will not in the least impair the right whic 
it may believe it has to the whole or a part of the territory ot'cupied, since i 
will remain subject, exactly as it was before its wcupation, to a frank an 
friendly discussion between the two Governments. 

The second point Is as simple and obvious as the first, and I will treat of i 
with that confidence with which I ought to be insiiired by the indisputab! 
justice of my imjKirtunity, the justification of the American Ckivernttien 
and the importance of the afifair. 

It is known to you, and is universally public and notorious, that a faction 
Imnd of insurgents and incendiaries continue with impunity, in the provim: 
of l-Quisiana, and esjiecially in New Orleans and Natchittxrhe*. the unintri 
rupted system of raising and arming troo|i# to liglit the flame of revolution i 
the kingdom of New Spain, and to rob the jiacific inhabitants of the domii 
ions of the King, my master. The invasion of the internal pnivinces, ih 
horrible aiwassinatlons committed in San Antonio de Bexar, and the name* r 
the perfidious iierpetratora of such unheard-of crimes, have acquired ih 
publicity which great crime* always will acquire. All IxHiisianu ha* wi! 
nciwed these armaments; the public enlistments, (Uts mganrhes pMum;! ih 
transfiortation of arms; the junction of the insurgent*, and their hiwtile an 
warlike march from the territory of this republic against the {wwestaions 
friendly and neighboring Power. Neither threats, nor the laws, nor ih 
intlignation of well-ilisptmd citizens, nor even the pr«x;lamalkm of the I‘r» 
dent of the 1st of Septemlier last, intended to restrain these highway roblien 
have lieen sufficient to *top their nefarious plans. On the contrary, ihr 
premHTUte them with the greatest artlor and rancor, more and more cxawpn 
ated at seeing the glorious triumphs of the Spanish nation, the adhewkm c 
hi* subject* to an adorwl monarch, and the approaching re-establishment c 
the relations between our respective nations. It is known to me that thr 
are now enlisting in New Orlean* men for other expeditions, both by land an 
water, to invade again the dominions of His Catholic Majaity, under ih 
direction of ringleaders Jos^ Alvarex de Toledo and Jo*^ Manuel de Heireri 
who ha* just arrived in that city with the appointment (as he says) of mini) 
ter to the United States from the self-styled Mexican CemgrwiB. who fis 
delivered to Toledo fifteen hundred commission* in blank from that body < 
insurgents, that he may amfer them on a like number of officer* which he: 
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recruiting in the territory of this Union. I omit mentioning to you other 
innumerable acts of this kind, which prove the publicity of these armaments, 
and the impunity with which they continue. I will confine myself to stating 
to you that the most common practice of nations, and the authority of the 
best writers on public law, would give a right to the King, my master, to 
require of this Ciovernment to deliver up these traitors as incendiaries, ene¬ 
mies of all social order, and disturbers of the peace of his subjects; but as the 
objtjct of rny sovereign is not to avenge himself of these banditti, but to shield 
his subjet'ts against their barbarity, I confine myself to asking of you to ob¬ 
tain of the President orders for the prosecution of the principal persons con- 
cerne<i in this miition, that is to say; J086 Alvarez de Toledo; Anaya; Ortez; 
the »e!f-»tyle<l minister, Manuel de Herrera; Doctors Robinson and Humbert; 
Majors Piere and Preirc, and their followers; that they may be punished with 
all the rigor which the laws prescribe in cases of this kind; that the troops 
which they have raised may be disarmed and dispersed, and that the neces¬ 
sary* measures In* taken to {rrevent, in future, these evil spirits from having am 
opportunity of pursuing their designs, and attempting to compromit the good 
intelligence which subsists between our respective Governments. The 
Presklent cannot but have seen with sensibility as well the total want of 
effetTt of his prtxdamation of the lenient measures which he had adopted 
against these criitrinals, who Iwast of recognising no law, subordination, or 
moral principle, aa the protection and support which they have received, and 
do rweive, frmn the authorities at New Orleans, contrary to his express 
oniers. His excellency, as he is cnchargcd by this republic with watching 
over its security and the observance of its treaties and laws, cannot but con¬ 
sider himwlf authorized to restrain the projects and hostile measures of a set 
of adventurers who make open war against a friendly Power from the terri¬ 
tory of thin cunfexieration, compromitting its tranquillity and high character, 
by availing himstdf of the means which the constitution, the laws, and his 
prudence offer to him for obliging these persons to abandon their designs, and 
to manifest to His C'alholic Majesty the just indignation with which the 
Unitwl States view the hostile plans and the sedition of that band of incendi¬ 
aries. I am certain that it cannot be concealed from the distinguished talents 
of the President and yourself, that the point of which I treat is not one under 
the civil (or municipal) law -in which case my sovereign must have recourse 
to the ordinary tribunals—but that it is a manifest and flagrant violation of 
the ma«t siicrctl laws which bind together nations mutually, perpetrated by 
the citizens or residents of the Union, of which the King, my master, gives 
information, with positive and notorious proofs to the Government under 
whose jurisdiction it has been executed, that they may give him competent 
satisfaction, with a knowledge of the act, by causing the delinquents to be 
punished as guilty of high treason against both Governments. 

The third and last point is reduced to this: that the President will be 




pleasal to give the ueccssiiry orders to the collectors of tlie custoins nf>t to 
admit into the p(»rts of the Unitetl States vessels under the insurrectionary 
flag of Carlhagena, of tlm Mexican C'ongress, of Buenos Ayres, or of the other 
places which have revolted against the authority of the King, my m.iHter, nor 
thostr coming from them; that they should not fK'rmit them to l,uid, or to sell 
in this country, the shameful proceeds of their piracy or atrm-ities. and much 
less to ctpiip themselves in these jmrts, as they do, for the puqitwe i>f gt»ing to 
itea, to destroy and to plunder the vesstels which they may in«*t with under 
the Spanish flag. This tolerance, subversive of the most solemn stijmlations 
in the treaties betwwn Spain and the Ihtiteti Stattts. am! <li.imeiric.dly r»j»* 
posed to the general princiiiles of public security and gcsKl faith, ami to the 
laws of nations, produces the most melancholy elfects on the interest and the 
prosjjerity of the subjects of Ilis ('atholic Majesty. ('ertain it i» that nriiher 
C'arthagena, nor any other place in the Spanish dominiofiH in this hrmispherr, 
which has revolfetl, can la? in communicatitm with any I’tiwcr frienclly to 
Spain, since neither on its part, nor on that of any other (iovernmen!. has 
their independence lK‘cn acknowledgetl; ami it is, consetjuently, an oflence 
against the flignity of the Spanish monarchy, and against the sovereignty of 
the King, my ntaster, to admit vessels from such places, tnatined aiu! com¬ 
manded by insurgentH, and armed in the tioininions of this mnfisleraticm: 
particularly as they are all pirates, who dt) not resfMi t any flag, are justly 
conskleretl the disgrace of the seas, and are execrattn! by .dl naiitins. 

The three preceding fKjints are of such estalflishetl e<|uity and jiistire, that 
it would Ih: offensive to the delicacy of this (kjvernntent to supjKwe ih.it it 
could delay, under any pretext, to determine on them in the maimer I haie 
proposed, and which I have an express onler to rtKjuesi in the 

name of the King, my master. The prompt inter|x»»ition of the rresidem, 
that His Majesty may be gratified, would l>e a nt*w testimony of hi« friendly 
disposition towards Spain; an evident proof that he is fletermine*! to pul an 
end to the incalculable extortions and injuries which S|»ain has suffered for 
the sjKice of seven years, from the gang of adventurers who have amiuletl her 
from the lx»om of this republic: a means of fixing the frank and sincere 
system of gofsl ncighlxirhood which so much interests Ixith sutei; ami. 
finally, a sure preliminary to the removal of all the difficulties whidi may 
present themselves in the negotiations which ought to terminate all the jiend- 
ing discussions lietween the two Governments, and to fix forever lictween 
them a {wirpetual and solid friendship. 

If, as I flatter myself, the President gives all the attention which i# due to 
affairs of such transcendent importance, and yields to my solicitations, I can 
a^ure his excellency, and yourself, that there will be nothing which the King, 
my master, will not be disposed to do to satisfy this republic, which may lie 
compatible with his dignity and with the interests of his subjects. 

I renew [etc.]. 
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Luis dc Oww, Spunish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 
of State of the United States, accompanying note of January z, 1816 ‘ 

(translation] 

Sir: Since the last note I hud the honor to address you, under date of the 
30th Decemlmr, I have received positive information that the expedition 
which the traitor Toletlo was preparing in New Orleans against the dominions 
of the King, my master, has been suspended until the arrival at that city of 
two IxKlie# of troops, (one thousand men from Kentucky, and three hundred 
from 'Fenneasite,) commandtxl by two American citizens, that were to be 
united in twenty-four days to the army of the insurgents. I abstain, sir, 
from offering to you any observations on a subject of such high importance, 
and so well establisherl. I am well persuaded that his excellency the Presi¬ 
dent will easily inrceivc that if the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, 
and C Iftirgia continue, as they do, allowing their citizens to commit hostilities 
against a friendly Power, notwithstanding the orders he has issued for dis¬ 
persing and disarming the gang of desperadoes headed by Toledo, Humbert, 
Anaya. Bernanio (iutierrez, latri. Doctor Robinson, Majors Piere and 
Preire, anti their followers, the King, my master, will have reason to suspect 
that, if those metHinga are not authorized by the Government, they are at 
least toleraiwl. /\ll the assurances I may give to my sovereign of the friendly 
disfxjaitions of his excellency the I’resident will not suffice, when compared 
with the evident proofs I had the honor to communicate to you in this and 
my former note; [>articularly when His Majesty is well convinced of the 
resources and authority of the Federal Government, and the promptitude 
with which their orders are strictly observed in the whole Union. I do not 
entertain any apprehension of the result of the expedition of these incendi¬ 
aries, The European wars Ijeing terminated, His Majesty will be able to 
direct all his attention, and his powerful armies, to stifle at once the growth of 
that insurrection; but the philanthropic heart of my sovereign, the humanity 
by which he is distinguished, and which constitutes the character of the 
Spanisli nation, induce him to wish to re-establish order among the seduced 
rather by mildness than by the force of arms, which cannot be effected with¬ 
out the effusion of the blo^ of his beloved subjects- This object cannot fail 
to be obtained as soon as the Mexican insurgents and those of the internal 
provinces cease to be furnished, by the citizens of this republic, with arms, 
ammunition, and troops. 

I shall never have the vain presumption to offer you, or the wise magistrate 
that is at the head of tliis administration, any observations on the conse- 
quenoai that might result against the interests of this republic by the inde¬ 
pendence of Spanish America. My wishes are only directed to equal you in 

^Americtm Stale Papers, Foreign Rdations, IV, 424. 



rtkitiorii t>rtwiTri cnjr i kivrrnmertls, llii« siiirrrr tkmfr will* 1 
m an afMiIiiiiy for tm\ while* I lake ihr lilicriy lo prtwiii m% liyfw' 
note, 

I Kraut, fur a nunneiit, that all the Mrniran rnifiirr rirt'in v 


qwc^liori tfial the liiiniitr c.ii Mejciro m iiiorr tritif^rrafr ihaii 


fruit# ftH»re iiliurKliint, and €*f ii iia|irrii.»r c|iiiiliiy* and ifiai ii'rwriiitifw, 
latKir* w^iKid. hau«Mi* dolhing, are, in Cfiti»r«|iirniir «,4 itir m4 

regularity of the tiimaie, much chriifier lluin in tim roitiiify. If iliw rwil 
ihcmld take fdiire, do you not think* iif» m 1 c|i», iliai » riwfiy alliifinf 
fleet#, and mt itmny evident adviintitgrt, wilt ilr|#r$vr llib refnihhi- «4 ilir tuc* 
ce»iive ernigratiunii from luirofM?, and* what it tmmr, i4 m %^ff f 
fiiirl of the mmi useful and iridufklriowninhahifai'itttd whci 

w^ciukl rarry with them to MeKiro ihrir flour ami stufiii'' 

fiirlurt^, their enirrpriiiing gmiim in a word, ifirii grriria! iiiairuciipfi, iii«J 
a!! the mean# ihal artiially jiriuiifttr and vivify the i-iiwwrrcr t.4 ftirir 
1 flatter riiyMdf ilial thiurvenl will not hafif'irii.ltiil I ant fully itui 

tfie roim*t|urncT» <4 tliit hyjMJthwi# ran !*«* tlrimiii^lraiiisj alitw»#t wiili m 


uirir c'ouftiry. i imin\ nsr, you wm navr iiir gmMiiirm u$ tivrfii«.w inii m 
grefiBitai, to whii !i I have liern rarrirtl tiy my miirtit drsiir «il tifnigilirnmi 
the iiiuni ji€’rfr«'t frirmlthip lielwreii ihr iwai aiifl iti iiilofin r% 

rellrnry ilir Prrwirni tliiil the order# 1 rhiiiii in Hit l/alliuin' 
name* dirrrted to the trial and piiiiithinrni of ifir riiiglradri^ #4 thrm^ iirriuri 
and to the jucdtthilirm of r3i|Mirling arimc4 any kind hum ttii# cwiiiitfy m th 
pitivintTS, iigainut niy Mivrrrign*# iiyihorily, arr of ihr grrair#! lanrc 

and are »wpfKirfi^l by thee^iiling irealy of fririiddiip. limii#, and 
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Luis de OniSf Spanish Minister to the United States ^ to James Monroe^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Philadelphia, February 22, 1816. 

Sir: The letter with which you honored me on the 19th of last month,2 in 
answer to mine of the 30th December and 2d January, had two objects: the 
first to make known to me the complaints which this Government considers 
itself as having against Spain for a long time past; the second, to communi¬ 
cate the resolution of the President on the three points embraced in my notes 
mentioned above. 

You state that the President would have wished that I should not have 
confined myself to bringing forward the complaints of His Majesty, but 
should have likewise proposed a reparation for those of the United States 
against Spain. 

The claim for damages and injuries of which you speak would have been 
definitively arranged and settled if the diplomatic relations between the two 
Powers had not been interrupted since the memorable epoch of 1808; and 
this Government cannot but know that this interruption ought not to be 
imputed to Spain; His Majesty having made, from that time, the greatest 
efforts to maintain them pure and unaltered. 

I have assured you verbally and in writing that His Majesty desired noth¬ 
ing so anxiously as to satisfy the United States for every injury they may 
have received from Spain, and to proceed to give this satisfaction with that 
generosity and high sense of honor which have at all times distinguished the 
Spanish character, and which have always shone conspicuously in the con¬ 
duct of the Government of the King, my master; but all these points, as being 
anterior to the epoch I have mentioned in my notes, and since then pending 
between the two cabinets, ought to be the object of a particular negotiation; 
and nothing is more natural or more conformable to justice and good faith 
than that, for facilitating this very negotiation, the state of things between 
the two nations should be reduced to the same footing on which it was at the 
epoch referred to, since, from that time, there has neither been any official 
correspondence between the two Governments, nor have the United States 
received the least injury from Spain; and if they have received any, it has 
been contrary to the will of His Majesty, and without his knowledge. Of 
this class, without doubt, is that which you mention in your note above cited, 
that is, that BHtish troops and agents had been introduced into Florida, and 
had communication with the Indian enemies of this republic in its last war 

^American State Papers^ Foreign Relations, IV, 426. 

*See above, pt. i, doc. 18. For Onis’s of December 30 and January 2, see above, pt. xni, 
docs. 1037 and 1038. 


PART Xlli: COMMUNICATIONS PROM SPAIN 


IB98 

with (Ircat Hritain. 'I*he rigorous neutrality which His Majesty ha« «!>• 
serveti in the island of East Florida, and hi» other {Kwcsattm#, ought 

to convince the Presitlent that the (lovemor of West Florida (who is. 1 
pose, the jKTaon to whom you allude) had like order* with the other chief* 10 
olwrve the moat strict neutrality; and if he has failed in tdieying them, be 
would have lR*en severely chastised, had you have given to me the least 
intimation a» to his conduct. 

I will ntjrw {Mias to the second object of which your letter treat*; that is to 
say, to the resolution which this (iovernnient hn» taken on the three {iwint* 
stated in my letters of the t(oth Dcccmfier and ad Janmiry. 

'fhc first was confinetl to a reiiutfst that, in mnformity to the f»rinripk* 1 
have stated, that i». that the affairs lietween the two nation* •htndd lir jdaowi 
on the same footing they were liefore the interrufnimi of the dijdoinatH- re¬ 
lations lietwmi them, His Majt*sty should lie put in {Kswrusion of that {«rl 
Horida whicli the troops of this Union had tKTU{iictl. You were pleami 10 
state, in refily, tlial this Government, lielieving that it had a m*ell f«»«nrW 
right not only to the fiart of West Florida which their triMip# hail t»cro}wet|. 
but to a greater extent of territory, com{»rehendetl in the limits of the v»cr. 
royalty of Mexico, had judgetl that, with the same {iropriety that the King, 
roy master, tsTupietl those {xmseiaiiona, the I'niletl Stales might main iftat 
{jart of West Florida they held, until it was decitUxI by a friemlly rtmvmsiwi 
to whom it lielongetl. 

Permit me to ofMwrvc that there is no {writy in the case*. 'ITte muniry t»» 
which you allude, extending to the Rio Bravo, or I lel Norte, has Isern urwlrr 
the dominion of Spain, not only liefore and sinre France rwletl la»Mi»ia«a to 
His Majesty by the treaty of I7f>4, but from the time of the diwrovrry and 
c«m}ue«t of Mexico, without ever having pawed by treaty to any other 
nation: whereas the Floridas waned to lie a French or Spanish {lodiwwiwn. and 
(Mowed into the hands of England, under the nartw d" East and Wmt Florwla. 
in the year !76,\. 1 ‘hey remained under the power of Hb Britannic Ma|e*ty. 
as sucli, until the year 17B3, when, by conquest, the Spanish arm*, and by 
solemn treaty, they {lasaed under the dominion of Hb Catholk Majesty. 
From this you will infer that, lie the intetpretation which may lie w»»he*i to 
be given to the treaty of retroctsthn of I.auisiana. made lietween France and 
Spain in 1800, what it may, the two Floridas can never be directly or in¬ 
directly includetl in it; first, lieoiuse thene province* being in the legitimate 
powewion of England from the year 1761; to the yesit 178.^, France emild not 
cede them to S(>ain by the treaty of 1764 —nor Spain retroowle them to 
France, not having received them from her, unlews there tdiouW have licsen an 
article on thb (loint, in which exprew and direct mention wa« made of ibe 
cession; and, secondly, Iwcause the two contracting (Mini** (S|jaiii and 
France) have declared in the mo«t aokmn manner, the first, that she dkl not 
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quiretl them by the treiUy of St. Ildefonao, or of retrocession of 1800; nor had 
had the least intention to »ct up a claim to them. You know very well that, 
amirdinK to all the at knowletlged principles of justice, no one can be put out 
of the {KMistwcin of what he holds until the right of the person who claims it 
shall l*e provwl and recognised: and that, by a natural consequence of this 
prim‘i|>le. Spain having lieen in p«>a»e^ion of West Florida when the United 
States laitl claim to it, it is iJro{>er she should keep it until this republic shows 
a Inter right, which ought to Ite done in a friendly negotiation between the 
twtt I’tm'crs; and that it woulel l>e anticipating the negotiating to begin by 
taking 5»o«*r»iofj of the territory, the right to which, so far as it respects the 
I nitw! States, ought to lx? the object of the negotiation itself. These are the 
ground* which «ui»jK)rt the first demand 1 made on you, in the name of His 
Majesty, in my let ter of the 30th l)eccmlH!r:and I flatter myself that, reflect¬ 
ing on facts «o well known, you cannot do less than consider them just. 

1 pa» nttw to the tsx-ond {xiint. This is confined to asking the punish¬ 
ment. iicctirding to law, of those turbulent and seditious individuals who have 
taken up arms within the territory of this confederation, and from thence 
carrying deflation, destruction, and horror into the frontier provina*8 of the 
(Town of Sjiain; and not content with the atrocities they have heretofore 
commiited. they are now actually engaged in recruiting troops, and preparing 
armaments in the iKwim of this country, again to invade these provinces. 

I have nainetl the ringleaders of these rein:!*, who have violated the neutrality 
and the most sacretl laws of the United Statt«, by the well-known fact of 
their liaving armed in their territory, and marched from thence, in military 
and hemtile array, to subvert the peace and good order of the dominions of the 
King, my master. I have named Toledo, Bernardo Gutierrez, Doctor 
Kohinfum. ancl others, who perpetrated the horrible deeds at St, Antonio de 
Bexar; who rwruitetl their troop® in Louisiana, and even in the limits of New 
tfriean*. anti prtHreetletl from thence, as an army, to assault the province of 
New Mexiett; who committed there outrages never heard of even among 
sjtviige trilies; and who, after lieing defeated, again took refuge in the terri¬ 
tory of this Union, where they are now endeavoring to raise new forces to 
refwat the «ime exciases. Toledo, Bernardo Gutierrez, Doctor Robinson, 
and their followers, to this time, move alxtut with impunity in Louisiana, and 
even in the city of N'ew Orleans itself. The infraction of the laws of the 
Unitwi Biaies, and the violation of the dignity and honor of the American 
people, of which they are guilty, is public and notorious, not only in this 
country, but in the whole world. I stated to you, in addition, on this point, 
that the ringleaders I had named to you were expecting considerable rein¬ 
forcements from Kentucky and Tennessee, to undertake a hostile expedition 
against the neighlwring [lossessions of my sovereign; and that I had advised 
that thi*e reinforcements, composer! of American citizens, were raised for the 
purjicwe of uniting with them. 
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You wrrr plraHCHi ia niaiv ui rni% in reply, cm ihh ixiifil, iliai the rrr*ii|«l 
had deterintruHl nut in take any fiart in ttsr «tii»putei4 wliirh hacf lie- 

tvtwn lib C“al!uilir Majesty and the revnItcHl pnnmuTs im ilw rciniiiirai; 
and that, in nmfnrfnity to thb system, the Ckivmmrs cif dilTiTrril Stairs* m 
well as the IVrshhmt himself, had iwuet! rqiealw! prcHiarnatitmu. fiirr«"tiri| 
that all ihnsr wtiu tm frmt, cir profiiatt;*d the rerruiliiig of advriiliirrrm, with 
the d«}gn nf invading the jMmsemkms tif His ( athcdir Maimty, shtwild 
prcmi^ruiis! amirding to law; that the informalion rtwivtt! ai your 
rniml, from wry rtsjmnahle jHwms* ii, that the fnrw rnlierin! by ’rolnlrf b 
very iricemsideratfle, and etifii|Kim*d prifirifiaHy «f hrmrlimen and Spafiiafdt. 
Without the territory of the rnittt:t Slates, where ihrir lawti do no! rrarh; 
that my slalrmerifs on this fKiInt are not rirrymsiarilial; mid that m mum m 
I iMiiiued ciui Arneriean ritimis who promotnl the rx|«t!itioni4, rollrt'irfi liw 
litMjfM, or facilitatc’tl the supplti^ to whirti I rrferitnf, and if itin^* t-tdlrclkmi 
of Irrmpi, w^ere In the territory of this I aiioiu iliry should fn* iiniitrslfciirly 
disf«*r»rd. and the jwstms impliralw! sfumld Ir proM-euics! ari'ording to hiv 
ToSiitWy you on this |Hnnt, with that simphrity and raridor wliii fi Wkttigi 
to rne, I will divide into two rlawTs ihm* mliiioiiii iierMuim «d wdi«»iii I lia%T 
njKikrn to you in my notes, I wall inrhide in the first ilass l*rilcsto, llrrtianfo 
CUitirrre/, and Ihrtor Habinsfin, m violators of the laws of ihr iiriiiraliiy f4 
the I 'niic^f Stairs an infrartion m fiotririous and mu evident lhal I ahcmld dct 
wrong to detain you in referring to the inniinirralile arfii whsrh drmoii^irale 
it in iin inrontestahle ritannrra It is known to you, to your i kiveriitiirfif, aiif! 
Ill the whole roiinlry, that, with the troops ihry inciividiially raiwni ihrrr 
years ago in Louisiana, they mardinl in mililary array to invade the inlerna! 
provinrt^sof the vireroyalty of the horrihfr asi4,iamiialitms itiry 

initted* jmrticularly ihiw by Bernardo fmiirrrri; iii St, Anioniri 4r Ilr*ar» 
are known. And, finally, it is known that, tiring «lrfralefl tiy itir 
Ihr King, niy master, they took refuge again in this roiiniry, and ilial the 
fkivmiinerit of Louisiana fK^rrniitisi them to rrrnaiii yiidisiyrlr«l in the vrtf 
territory wluj-sr neuiraUty they had vtoliilriL ‘Lhis single fari is, in my 
<ipinion, a siiflirient rra«m why the law thotifd lake hold tm ihriii l#cdorr ihry 
leave the iurimlirtion of the LniP’s! Slaitisi lo mirw mrlanrfioly M-riirs.. Iliii 
I will give to you even new priK:ifs that them" highway rohliers have tiof 
from that fiim* lot^onrert and trirriilwnew pfoiret.# against the iram|iiilliiy 
of the inhabitants of the dominkm^ of the King, my itmilrr. 

lire iinnevcsl rupies, markisl Nos. I, a, and *1, of }rilrrrrpi,t*tl Irlirr's iffinn 
Toledo, wtiirb have lH*rn ofririally ^ffit to me, prow tryond liitidit ihai 
ToWcj had artiieci in New^ Orleans three wmds, in whirfi he rarrirti 
tniinilicins of war to give »up|Kifl to the iniurrtTiion in Mexico; m%%\ that hr 
r«*UirfH-.xi to that rity, bringing back with him Herrera, wdio rails 
miniatt^r ptenifmlenliary from the rrvtilied prcivinces to lint Ckivwnmriii. 
You will «e with lurpriie that Toledo, not cciritent with ifiut ofiefily vdwlaliitg 
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th« m(»t Kticml lawK of neutrality of this confetleration, had the impudence 
to prostitute the rei*{»ectable name of this Government, by asserting, in one 
of hi» siiitl letter*, that the I nited Stales only waited the arrival of the min¬ 
ister of the rewilutionists of Mexico to acknowledge its independence. The 
other ringleatltTH haw done the stime thing to deceive adventurers, both in 
and out of Mcxitts, and evett citizens of the United States, seducing them by 
false ammttues that their Gtivcrnment was decided to support them, and 
that if wouhl prtHxtHj inmmiiatcly to recognise as an independent Power that 
Ijaiwf t»f highway roblxTs ami insurgents. Krom the extract of a letter from 
a prrmin «*f the greatest veracity and the l>e8t character, now forwarded to 
y«HJ, markitl Xt>. 4, ytni will observe that Toledo had deferred his expedition 
agaifiBl the provinces of the King, my master, as I stated to you in my note of 
the 2t! Jatui.iry, as the thomwind men he expected from Kentucky, and the 
three humiml from 'IVtincmf, could not form a junction with him in less 
than iwrnly-four days; ami in N'os. 5 and 6 you will see this information 
omfirmcfl umler a {smterior date, advising me that a numlx-T of Americans 
came down from the State* Jidjaceni to lajuisiana to join the expedition which 
Toletio had concertetl; ami that he (Toledo) would carry with him the engi¬ 
neer I-iford, Sivary, and one Soulxmet. 

You will alw learn that provisions and a ("arthagenian flag were sent to the 
American hrig, the Tam Bmt/Hm, from New York, at the moment of her 
arrival at the Batire, by a gun-lxait of the United States, with the object, it 
would »eem. of convoying with her the vessels which should sail from New 
Orlean* with munition* of war for the establishment at the new port of 
Tampico; that they had jmrchaml in New Orleans itself five other schooners, 
which they are iictually arming to CTUiee tyjainst the Spanish commerce: and 
that it apfjear* that Mr. John K. West, merchant of that plaos, is the agent 
(or theat! vew»pl»; and. finally, that in that city there has been a revolutionary 
junta, at the head of which is Toletio and Herrera, from which has issued the 
wirkwl decree menthmed in these letters—that four honorable Spaniards 
shemtd l>e ptit to death for every revolutionist punished by the established 
laws of the monarchy of the King, my master. 

A» re*{»eci» DoettMr Robinson, it is notorious that he has been one of the 
ititwt infuriated enemies of Spain, and the one who has, with the greatest 
eagerne*#, promoted the rebellion of the provinces of His Majesty. It was he 
who intnduerd himself into the internal pmvinccs to seduce their inhabit¬ 
ant*; it was he who strwed the seed of insurrection; it was he who procured 
inielligence in St. Antonio de Bexar for Bernardo Gutierrez, that he might 
poww himself of the place, and afterwards murder fourteen Spanish chiefs; 
and it was he who published, in these United States, proclamations, signed 
with hi* hand, inviting adventurers from all parts to form an army, pointing 
out the fdace* of enlisting men, and the pay of those enlisted; and, in one 
word, declaring war himself, in a certain mode, against the Spanish nation, 
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from the very bosom of this republic, as you will find more in detail in the 
authenticated copy; (No. 7) which accompanies this, the original of which is 
in my possession. 

I include in the second class those individuals who, seduced by the im¬ 
posture of the principal authors of these hostile expeditions, have assisted, 
from the bosom of this republic, the revolutionists of Mexico—some by 
furnishing them arms and munitions of war, others by enlisting themselves, 
in this country, in the army of the insurgents, which passed over to subvert 
all order in the provinces of the King, my master. In this number are those 
other persons whom I have mentioned to you in this and my former notes. 
The information which I gave you respecting some persons who were pre¬ 
paring hostile expeditions from Georgia against the possessions of the King,, 
my master, you will find established, officially, by the Governor of East 
Florida, in his letter (No. 8) which accompanies this; in which he advises me 
that John McIntosh and William Criach, who supported the last insurrection 
in that province, in the year 1812, are now recruiting in Georgia a consider¬ 
able number of vagabonds, again to invade the territory under his com¬ 
mand. 

I flatter myself that this series of acts, so circumstantial, the information 
of which has been acquired through channels so respectable, will be sufficient 
to call the attention of the President to the necessity of cutting up by the 
roots these melancholy abuses, and to shut the door against the continual, 
violent movements of these turbulent people, who, from the bosom of this 
republic, make war on a friendly and neighboring Power. It has never been 
the intention of the King, my master, to request that the punishment of the 
laws should be inflicted on these disturbers of social order when their guilt is 
not fully proven. On the contrary, I have informed you that the object of 
His Majesty is not to take vengeance on these highway robbers, but to shelter 
his subjects from their barbarity. His Majesty has only thought proper to 
solicit from the rectitude and circumspection of this Government what 
might prevent the crimes which are meditated from taking effect, as other¬ 
wise it might be too late to prevent them, as the offenders will be beyond the 
territory of a friend, and at a distance from the arm of the law. Good order 
requires not only that the offences already committed should be punished, 
but that those which are contemplated should be prevented: and this is the 
case of the individuals I have comprehended in the second class. The per¬ 
sonal knowledge I have of the rectitude of the President inspires me with a 
confidence that he will view the acts I have just stated as I do, and proceed¬ 
ing, in this particular case, with that integrity and humanity which is the 
most glorious distinction of the American character, he will be pleased to 
adopt those measures which he may believe most analogous to the system 
which, you tell me, this Government has adopted, not to mix in these dis¬ 
sensions, and not to permit the citizens of this republic to take part in them, 
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nor u* {wrmit it* territory to bt? a shelter to foreigners who try to make war 
on a friemily Power. 

To the third jKiint in my notes, intendt*ci to solicit from your Government 
that vewrls from the insurgent or revolted provinces of Spanish America 
should not l>e admitteit into the {Ktrts u( the republic, as well because none 
of tbt«‘ puivimyn are rtTognisetl liy any I’ower in the world, as because the 
obligations of friendship atul gtssl neighlKirhcKHl demand that we should not 
in any way wmtribute to protect provinces or subjects who have revolted, 
>*ou have l>een pleami to make known tt> me that the President, observing 
the change of government which had taken plaa? among the revolutionists in 
Spanish Atnerica, hatl adopted the measure of ordering the collectors of the 
customs to iidntii every tlescripiion of v{*ssel, witijoul regard to her character 
or flag. pruvUle«l she paid the duties and observerl the laws of the country 
during the tinte she was in {Ktrt. 

With thte re»|H*ci for the measures adopted by the chief of this confedera¬ 
tion, I canm»i d«> lew* than state p» you that the changes of government which 
have taken place am<mg the revolutionists of Spanish America do not appear 
to rnc to afford a suflirieni motive for altering the friendly conduct towards a 
Power with whom one is in peace and harmony. You cannot but know that 
this meamjre places these factionists not only on a footing of equality with the 
Sfjitnish nation, Imt give* them advantages over all independent Powers, 
«nrc, acawding to the laws of neutrality, the Unitetl States would not permit 
any indr|*emlmt nation to arm its veHuds in their ports, nor to sell prizes in 
them. a» i» fjcrmitfetl to these revedutionists. 

By the two iktIs of Ctmgrew, one of the 28th of February, 1806, and the 
other of the 34th of the wtme month in 1807, all commertx* with the rebels of 
St, i>omingi:» was prohibited at the request of Frana*. As the treaties sub¬ 
sisting fjetwenm Spain and the United States place Spain on the fooling of the 
most fiiv«re<l nations, Hi* Majesty considers himstdf entitled to expect that 
this refHibhc will now adopt in his favtm a like measure during the disturb- 
anmt in Spanish America, or for such other {tcriwl a.* it may be considered 
profier to designate. Such is the spirit in which I have made the three re¬ 
quests to your tkivemment, stated in my former notes. I hope that the 
present ofwervalions will merit a favt>raV)!c reception from the rectitude and 
wiwiom of the President and of yourself. I have given an account to my 
(kivcmment of all these pitrticulara, sending it a aipy of my notes, and of the 
answer I had the honor to receive from you. And, in the mean time, I 
ought to reiterate to you the mcmt positive aiwurancesof the disposition of the 
King, my master, to maintain and to strengthen the ties of friendship and 
good understanding with these States. 

At the mncludon of your note which I am now answering, you are pleased 
to make known to me that this Government is anxious to terminate, by 
means of«friendly negotiation with the King, my master, all pending differ- 
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^iml ihiil it will li^ wry li^iti^aritiry u% itw! Frc^klrfii kiMiw itiai I 
iim vr^irtt wiifi jKmTfft ici lhai I fiiivr ri«l kmt .my tiiiir in witiifiiyiii* 

rilling III itiy mn^rrign ihiii tjrntrr cif thr IVr^kleni, iiml 1 will li*ivr ihr 
fiicltmi *4 anrifiiinring Ui ynu wfuit I Isi^ Mairiiiy riiiiy tirirftwiiir m% itiw pimmi, 
nrvrrlhrlrm, I tniglii l«i liliiie iti yaii th.il .dlhtnigfi it wciukl tie highly Iklirf- 
iiig In fiir til irr4l with ycm, m your iiiitl m^tiiiiclr wtmki facili* 

t 4 tr ihr urniiigrrtirnt of affiurB* yrt ii 4ji|iri4r»i to fiir ityii* m Mi. Ervi»i 
h4it mil yrl Milnl from ifir Tnilrti Suiir^, ihr liiif4trir.i.» wottW Im i| 

tlir IVrwIrni woiilt! give him fMiwrr itful inBiriiiiioiin to imiiimilr ihr 
Aimm III M4dricl, llui% lirrafigrmrni rumioi grriil titlfiriiliirii. 1l» 

rr»}ierlivr righln of riirli Powrr twitig onrr Briik^tf by a 

frirmily iindrrBiiimlifig Iring hiid on r.irti fnuiil in iimi ii tmmg 

drlrrtfiifirtl wloil art? llir obligei4 S|Mifi mui flic biiiifd 

Hlalrn* itiry woylil lir slitl furthrr olokiii^l if y«#s.i wuiild luivr ilir 
inform mt% frankly 4fii| {ihiiiil>\ m 1 rr«|iirBii"t! in 4 foriiirr w-toi! jrr it^ 

{irrirtiMcm^ of right whirh ilir loivr HfMiii, atid wliaf 

mn^ llnw for tlirir om n i^onwnirrw'r, wliii li tliry ijrairr In rr^ls^r for 411 
Irni wdiirli ntey lir 4*!%*4iil4groii^ In ifir two ici ilir riwl that, wiiti il« 

kiiowlftlgr I liiivr 4i:i|iiirr«l «4 ihr ifiyliia! iiiirrenl^ t4 ImiiIi, I poiy rrc«»«* 
riirmt to ihr iilirfilicin of Iliia M 4 |r»iy ltir«r 
I rrtirw |rlc.|. 


If MCI 

Lmm 4# CMii, S^mmk ia iks Vmiled to SmtiMij 

0 f SMM iks SMm ^ 

itifr 

Sit: I km I*4liki ^Icifilki, crimiiMfidrrdii-fliirl «4 itir f«ri;r« clniiiml tiy li^ 
King* iisy noi^irr, for ihr iMrifiriiikni f4 llir virrroyaliy c4 E#, «y® la 

iiif% iifidrr ilair tif itir i«|lh of ikrcwitirr Imt, ittal* iiflrc limvittg 
E^nloigrfw to tiirrrmlrr 4l «tt«.:rclioii* tir h*i*i fciiifici it for 

oifftfilrir rr-r-^iiibliMimriit i4 itir iriini|iiillily of llir vicru'^yiilty* 
llir li}or'k.nlr from S^inia Marin 10 itir rivrr Alrniri, imlunM, iitwt ici g'iw 
iir«lrr» if any vr^Md lir nirl wilh ftirihrr Mmili ilniri ihr mumit-rn «4 fhr 
Mmiifolrnn* or liirihrr ticirih llinii the fMniltci of C“‘iifir 'ribiitoii, ofi il« Mc^- 
iiuilii Mw»rr* ami l«r*iwrrri itir merkliansof ilitm* {wiiiiin* tlir wctiihl tir clftrlmtii 
a iiritr* wfmitww itrKtiiiiriili or clrMirnilicin Mir isiiglil li#w * bill iImI 1» 
had Wl ci|irfi lo ihr r«»iitriirfi:r of nriiiriili ihr imi pt»rft «if Saiiin Marfa nwJ 
Pwfo Ifoiki, 

I haw ihr hcimir to giw ytui ihii noticr, m il may Im ifiirrwiing t« iim 
mrfctiani* of Ihr Imilnl Suitm, mid 10 renew }rlc.j* 

* dmmiimm Fmmgn IV* l 






1905 


!HK:UMKNT 1041: MARCH 25, 1816 
1041 

Lvh d4 (Ms, S{mnish Afiniskr Ic the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 

of Stale of the United States ‘ 

PiULADELPHiA, March 25, i8i6. 

Sir: I haw receivtfl your tilTidal letter of the 20th of this month,»in which 
you state that the prtR-lamatjon of (leneral Morillo is repugnant to the laws 
of nation*, m well tHt-avise it tleclarea a amst of several hundred miles in a 
state of Wockacle, authori*;ing the capture of every neutral vessel at an un- 
limitetl distance from the ciwst, as that it is an established maxim among 
nations that a blwltiide shoitld Ih* limited to the ftorts where there may be a 
stationary and not a cTtiising force sufTicient to make the entrance of the 
harlmr or river where it may Ik? placed dangerous; and, finally, even in this 
cane,« vwrl ought not to Ik* captured when she is alxmt to enter a port, save 
only when, after having a*ceivtd nntitx* of the blockade, she attempts to 
infringe it. You are {tleamd to state to me that the President desires that I 
mill rommimiratc these olwrvatbns to my (lovernment, and that I would 
u* my jpjod offices, confidentially, with (’.eneral Morillo, so to modify his 
blockade m to make it winform to the laws of nations. 

I will communicatr to His Majesty, in compliance with the wishes of the 
President, what you have staterl to me in your note; and I will with pleasure 
av*iil myself of the defxrrture of Mr. Hughes to write to General Morillo, 
inviting him, in the execution of his bhrekade, to avoid the injurious effects 
resulting therefrom to the citixens of this republic, so far as may be compat¬ 
ible with the security ami tranquillity of His Majesty's dominions under his 
command. 

I must, however, oljserve to you, sir, that General Morillo has a naval 
force dbpcwtble and comfH?tent, as I conceive, to the object in view; that, on 
the 3d of February, there fwiltd from Cadiz a stjuadron of a ship of the line, 
two frigatesi, am! several smaller vessels, as a reinforcement; that, on the 
coast inlendcrl to Ik? blrKkadetl by the said general, there are no other ports 
of entry for merchant vessels than those of Carthagena, Santa Marta, and 
Porto fWlo; and, finally, that the measure taken by him, not being directed 
against an enemy’s amntry, is not, as stateti in your esteemed note, contrary 
to the laws of public right*. 'I'he object of the general's proclamation is to 
notify the iriiflers of foreign nations that he will maintain the laws for the 
reguliitiofl of the Indies in their full force; the observance of which had been 
relaxed, in latter times, by the effect of circumstances, though modified, 
however, in favor of neutrals, by leaving two ports open to their commerce. 
You are aware that, agreeably to those laws, no foreign vessel was allowed to 
trade with the dominions of His Majesty on that continent, without a special 
licenM*. and that vetsMtls found near, or evidently shaoinar a course towards 
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them, were liiihle to confinc^iiicm m snterlo|jew, Soi iiiily that part of thr 
coast lying Marta aiui the river Alraio» bin ihr whole rcmsi 

eastward and southward of thwe fioinls, from the ilroncH^i^ f«i the frrriiciry of 
this republic, Wongs to the Sfmnish monarchy; ami, i’t.mmrquemly, any 
vesmd whatever found near it. or itiinding ttiwank it. c’art liavr iio mlief 
olijet't than to nirry cm smuggling, or »tir up a civil war in llir King's 
itm«: in either caiii*, the laws of niitions rtTomutend the sin^tirr cif the 
m) employed. Aciuattsl by a constant desire to prevrni itir fiiWoriiirws 
which siirh in|uries might csTawon to the iaiii:rns of this rrpiibiir, I havr, m; 
other cHTasiims, suggesttsl a very wiii|dr imsie of fHilisfig riid tri ilieiii, 
namely, that the Frrsidrnl w^ould W pleased to issue or«irr‘s lliai nu w«r3 
iilmuld l>r rtearwt at the cusionchoum^i Mvr feu* a s|M*i;afiisl {Mart* anrorilinf i«.i 
the general priirtire of nations. I1ie practice of clearing iiiiitiy vr-mmAm for llie 
llfjl /udiVi, generally, C‘arrit*m with it a smspirion al a clnti^ti to carry tm m 
^mtriiliiind trade, or todbturb the public tramphUily in the ili« 

King, my master; and, therefore, the owner wlio iiciirsciyi hm vrwirl in ills® 
wiiy, isnci without tlir rrrtihralrs of theS|ritnyi roiisub, rt^nipkifi tf 

it lie detained im suspicious. In fact, what difficulty can #4 itirrrhaiit* acting 
fairly, have to sfMTify tlir jiort of Havana. Kingmlon, SariUt Alaria^ 

Piirlo Hello, Rio Janeiro, or any other of an ifidr|Kmdriii Nwc. 

ync,|uestiofiably; since, in rase of not finding a gcMnI nuiikri at c»iir phw* Iw 
prtMwds to another, with a drcliinitJcm imide at the |Miri be t«»arh«t at erf lls« 
moitvri whitli oiiligt^tl him to alter hi» destination. The wdmltnii aiid ItiiriMfi* 
ity which rminriuly distinguish the Pnmidrnt and the admini^iralion raiwat 
fail to {rertTive the tolidily of ihrw obm^rvaficifis, nor lo apfircivr of ihr fM>iiry 
of His Maiwiy in taking the tmrsl suilabir and rffw'tua! fitrwi«irr% la «riifr 
his sybii*«*tii from the civil war which a numlic^r of i.idvrnuirrr'» are rmlravw« 
ing to kindle in his dominiemi; and ! therefore flatter mymlf ifiiil tie wall l»r 
pleased to fake iniii ronwdrralion the eifmlirfiry of adopliiig tlir ftieasure 
I have had the honor Co suggemi, to you. by preventing the rt,i{{«:larm erf ibe 
customs from ciraring out vt^rli, eicefil for fMwia. and milifyiiti 

merchants triiding with the ihe King lo conforiii to tlie 

tiihet.l rules iind orders, regukting mi only rieuirab but S|iafiiiiti 
that they nuiyiivoid the consequcnct* of their min^l»cfrvaiic«t. 
ing Hi« Miii«ty*i desire to afford them, wiitiin his €lcimiiiic»fi*. a!! llte 
and advantages rcMnimtible with the public safety iind his royal iiiierwis- 
I bofie that the esplanation w^hkh I have thus taken the lilicrty m makr. 
until I have received the answer of the King, my maater,, will 'quiet thr 
muEitty of the President m to the prockmalkm of Cienwal Mcwillo. and itiai 
it will Im viewed by him m a oontinualkm of my eani«l di^re to reiiisi^aie 
the oommerce of the two nations, redproailly, m the mcMl tilicra! afid lav«« 
able fooiini, 

I rmm |ei€.l* 
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Erving, UnUttl StaUss Minister to Spain, to Pedro Cevallos, First 
Xf mister of State of Si^in ‘ 

Madrid, September 26,1816. 

Si»; 1 am rmlfml tiy my (kivernment to apply to His Majesty, through 
^'our exii'tlrucy, f{»r the rt»Htituticm of simdry American vessels and cargoes 
(ehich have Intm wiml and hmught into t'arthagena, or other places within 
that ciitiimaiMl or vUertiyalty. under pretext of a pretended blockade, issued 
by I’on rabln Morillo, in nwemlRT, JH15. 

When that blockade was comnumicatetl to the American C/overnment, Mr. 
Mcmrt>e, Secretary of State, in a note of March 20, 1816, addressed to His 
^fajriily’* minister at Washington, formally [irolestetl against it; and it was 
that, cm pro|K*r representations Iteing made by that minister to (len- 
eral Morillo, he w«>uld retract his measure, or, if not, that His Majesty, being 
made ac«|U»iinttHl with the remonstrance of the American (iovernment, would 
immediately send «mt orders which might protluce the same effect, and assure 
for the future due lilicrfy to the American commerce in those seas. 

Hut it now a|»|K*ar8 that, as late as the month of June, no alteration had 
Ukrn jdace in the measure's <»f Morillo; no attention had Ireen paid to the 
mtcrferrnceof lion Luis tie (Inis; and, finally, the commissioner, Mr. Hughes, 
who was mu liy the (lovcrnmcnt of the Hnitetl States to Carthagena, for the 
purjMJwic, amemgst others, of retdaiming the frrofrcrly seized, was obliged to 
return to the I ’nited States, on that point altogether unsatisfied. Indeed, 
the Viceroy «f Siinta Don Francisco de Montalvo, gives this commis¬ 
sioner to muirrsiaml. by a letter of June 9th, whereof the enclosed is a trans¬ 
lated copy, that he (the Viceroy) does not pretend to lie acquainted with the 
law of nations; and. at the same time that he goes on executing the arbitrary 
and illega! clrerew of Ckmeral Morillo, devastating the commerce of the 
United State*, he refer* the American ( kivernment to His Majesty for redress. 

It is therefore that I rtew find it necessary to write to your excellency upon 
this disitgreeahle suliject. 

It i* in vain, sir, to hojic that the United States will ever consent to block- 
a<le» ujK»n the principle* of (k«eral Morillo: they will acknowledge none to be 
valiil which are not strictly conformable to the well-known principles of 
public law- - principles most clearly defined and quite indisputable, to which 
the Unitwl States have always adhered in their own practice, and to the 
infringement of which, In any form, in any degree, or under whatever pre¬ 
text. they have always opposed themselves. 

Xhe blockade of General Monllo is repugnant to the law, because it ex¬ 
tend# over several hundred miles of coast, and to an indefinite distance from 
the shores; of course it cannot be enforced as a blockade, but remains a bare 

»Ammimsn State Papers, Perettn Matims, IV, 158. 
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pretext for spoliation. A blockade by sea, to be acknowledged aa valid by 
the United Slates, must be confined to particular ports, each having a force 
sMicned before it, sufficient to intercept the entry of veiwela; and no ve»el 
shall l>e seized, even in attempting to enter a port so blockaded, tilt she has 
been previously warned away from that port. 

I may be excused from dilating on rules so perfectly establislied, so con¬ 
sonant to justice and to reason, in writing to a person of your excellency's 
knowledge and experience. 

His Majesty, who does not fail, through his minister, Mr. Unis, to awure 
the Itnited States of his constant disposition to cultivate relations of friend¬ 
ship with them, and to that end to satisfy all their just reclamations, will 
certainly be sensible to the violent proceedings of which my (*ovemment now 
complains, and, I persuade myself, will not hesitate in ordering that the 
proclamation of embargo issued by (ieneral Morillo be declared null, and 
that all the American property which may have been taken umler it Ir 
immetiiately restored to its owners. 

In this TOnfidence, I annex hereto a list of the vewels already known to 
have been capturctl. 

Renewing, [etc.]. 

Schooner Adeline, of Kaltimore, at Carthagena; Friend's Hope, of Balti¬ 
more, at C'arthagena: schooner Count, of Baltimore, at Carthagena; Ckor/es 
Stewart, of New Orleans, at Santa Martha; Edward Graham, at Santa 
Margarita; Ghent, of Norfolk, at Puerto Cavello, 

N. B, It is believed that the cargoes of several of these veiwels have been 
confiscated without even the form of trial. 
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Fedro CevaUas, First Minister of State of Spain, la George W. Bn/ing, UnUM 

States Minister to Spain ‘ 

Oettd^er 17, i8i6. 

Sir : I laving communicated to the King your note of the 36 Ut ultimo* on the 
subject of the seizure of several American vmels in the port of Carthagena, 
South America, in consequence of the blockade establish^ on those coasts 
by CJeneral Morillo, and your demand of their restitution, Hi* Maj^ty has 
b^n pleased to determine that infoirnation shall be requited (#« pida 
informe) of the court of admiralty on this businm, 

I renew [etc.]. 

»Amerioin State Papws, Foreign SelaHeas, IV, ijS. 

'See above, pt. xm, doc. 104a, 
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George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to Pedro Cevallos, First 

Minister of State of Spain * 

Madrid, October 25, 1816. 

Sir: By your excellency's note of the 17th instant,* in reply to mine of 
Septemlier 26, respecting the proclamation blockade of General Morillo, and 
the ravages on the American commerce which are committing under it, I am 
told that His Majesty has ordered that information shall be taken {se pida 
informe) of the tribunal of admiralty. 

That General Morillo has issued such a proclamation as I have described in 
my note of September 26, is a fact of universal notoriety. Your excellency 
has had before you, long since, the correspondence between the American 
Secretary of State and Mr. Onis on the subject, and I have transmitted to 
you a copy of the letter of Don Francisco Montalvo, viceroy of Santa F6, to 
the American commissioner, Mr. Hughes, in which the existence of the 
blockade is mlmitted, and in which the American Government is referred for 
redresa to His Gatholic Majesty. It was therefore that, by the orders of my 
Government, I wrote to you on the subject. With the fact which I have 
alxive statCHl l)ef(»re you, I am wholly at a loss to imagine what kind of in¬ 
formation the tribunal of admiralty can afford which may regulate the de¬ 
cision of Hi» Majesty on the subject. 

'Fhe tribunal cannot deny the existence of the proclamation; it cannot show 
that the proclamation is leg;al; it cannot deny that American vessels have 
been taken under the proclamation; it cannot contest the right of the Ameri- 
(mn Government to demand the restitution of such vessels. 

In fine, sir, it is my duty to assure you that any demur or delay in affording 
the satisfaction detnanded in a case of this principal importance, cannot but 
l>e very sensibly felt by the Government of the United States. 

I renew {etc.]. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to Ike United Slates, to James Monroe, Secretary 
of Stale of the United States * 


Philadelphia, October 26,1816. 


Sir: His excellency the viceroy of the kingdom of New Granada communi¬ 
cates to me, under date of the 2d of September last, that tranquillity being 
r^tored throughout the whole kingdom of Santa F6, and all its provinces 
» AmeriMn Slate Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 158. 


* S«fe above, Pt. xm, doc. 1045. m 

» Amerkan StaU Papers, For&tgn lUlakons, IV, 159* 
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having submitted to His Majesty’s Government, the commander-in-chief, 
Don Pablo Morillo, has thought fit to raise the blockitde which he had cs- 
tablishetl on those coasts, the causes having ceased which oblige*! him to 
impose it; and that, in consequence of this determination, the before-men¬ 
tioned viceroy has been pleased to open the provinces of tliat king*lum, and 
particularly the port of C’arthagena, to the commerce of the I’owers in 
amity with Ilis Majesty, under the regulations specified in the printed 
pafKTH which I have the honor to transmit herewith. 

I hofH?, sir, that you will be pleased to bring this to the knowl«ige of the 
President, that he may see the disposition of His Majesty to favor the 
commerce of this republic in every thing tliat may lie comfiatible with the 
tecurity of his dominions, and that conqKirts with his interests. 

I renew (etc.). 


1046 

Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, U> James Monroe, Secretary 
of State of the United Slates ‘ 

Washington, January », iBiy. 

Sir: 'I'hc mischiefs resulting from the toleration of the armament of priva¬ 
teers in the ports of this Union, and of bringing into them, wdth impunity, the 
plunder made by these privateers on the Spanish trade, for the purjswe of 
distributing it among those merchants who have no scruple in engaging in 
these piracies, have risen to such a height, that 1 shouhl l«? wanting in my 
duty if I omitted to call your attention again to this very imjKjrtant subject. 

It is notorious that, although the sfieculative system of fitting out priva¬ 
teers and putting them under a foreign flag, one disavowetl by all nations, for 
the jiuriKmc of destroying the Spanish commerce, has lK?en more or l«j*» pur- 
suetl in all the jKirts of the Union, it is more esjx^cially in those of New 
Orleans and Baltimore where the greatest violations of the resjaxt due to a 
frientlly nation, and, if I may say so, of that due to themselvM, have Ijeen 
committed: whole squadrons of pirates having lieen (fittwll out from thence, 
in violation of the solemn treaty existing lietwecn the two nations, and bring¬ 
ing liack to them the fruits of their piracies, without l>eing yet checked in 
these courses, either by the reclamations I have made, thtaie of His Majesty's 
consuls, or the decisive and judicious orders issued by the President for that 
purpo«e. 

The American privateer Sudft, which, as I mentioned to you in my note of 
the day before yesterday, had captured, under the name of the Mongore, and 
the flag of Buenos Ayres, the Spanish polacre Pastara, just arrivetl at New 

^Amerkan State Papers, Ferdgn Relatkms, IV, J84, 
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Bedford, is now in Baltimore River; and her captain, James Barnes, who has 
so scandalously violated the laws of nations, the neutrality of this Govern¬ 
ment, and the existing treaty, has had the effrontery to make a regular 
entry of his vessel at the custom-house of Baltimore, declaring his cargo to 
consist of bales and packages containing silks, laces, velvets, and other 
valuable articles—all, as you may suppose, plundered from the Spaniards, 

The three-masted schooner called the Intrepid, lately arrived at New York 
from Montevideo, is, as His Majesty’s consul there informs me, the Spanish 
vessel called the Leona, captured off Cadiz by the schooner Orb, of Baltimore, 
whose armament I denounced to you at the time, and communicated the 
positive information I had received that her object was to cruise against the 
subjects of the King, ray master. This pirate (for that is the name by which 
both nations have agreed to consider a privateer of this description) was 
armeti at Baltimore, manned by subjects of this republic, and commanded by 
a Portuguese called Almeyda, an American citizen. 

The schooner Leona, now at New York, under the name of the Intrepid,, 
anti ostensibly owned by one Mifflin, at Philadelphia, had on board, when 
cajJturttrl, thirty thousand dollars in specie, three hundred boxes of sugar, 
some grain, with other property belonging to Moreno, De Moro, and others, 
merchants at t'ailiz; and had a cargo of jerked beef and other articles, be¬ 
longing, as I have heard, to the merchants in Baltimore who furnished the 
funtis for t*(iuip{)ing the Orb. 

T>ie consul at New Orleans informs me that the pirate Mitchell, with the 
vessels under his command, fitted out by different merchants at that port, of 
whom a Mr. Dujiuy is supposed to be the principal, has lately taken several 
Spanish prizes to Galveston, and that, from the proceeds of their sales, he has 
remitted to the sjiid deputies one hundred and five thousand dollars, which 
he has depcjsited in the Bank of Louisiana, after deducting the shares of the 
captain and crew, amounting as is supposed, altogether, to two hundred 
thousiind dollars. The same consul adds, that two of the prizes, one from 
CamfKsachy and the other from Guatemala, were burnt, and their crews 
landed by that savage monster near Boquilla de Piedras, that they might be, 
as they actually were, put to death by his great friend Villapinto, a noted 
rebel ringleader, who, being pursued by the King’s troops, had retreated to 
the seashore to make his escape. Of ninety men, composing these crews, 
only nine were saved. 

The consul at Norfolk informs me of the arrival there of a privateer 
schooner from Buenos Ayres, one of several fitted out at Baltimore, and 
wholly owned there; that, from what he has been able to ascertain, among 
other vessels, she plundered a Spanish ship laden with a cargo of cochineal, 
indigo, and specie, to the amount of more than two hundred thousand dol¬ 
lars, and proceeded to Baltimore to divide the spoil among the concerned. 
The said consul, in the discharge of his duty, and the exercise of his rights, 
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addre^d an application to the mllector of the cuitomi*^ (a>py of which is 
annexed, and also of the answer of the collector,) by which you will percei¥e 
that he declines this Just reclamation. I could cite innumeralile cither cases, 
as well attested as those I have just stated, but I omit them, m their detail 
would fatigue you, without tending to demonstrate more eflet^tuaily that 
they proceed from nonobBervance by the officers of this Ckivernmeru of the 
President*! proclamation, and of the treaty of Hmitiiand navigation lietween 
the two Governments, Although His Majesty has ttni much conficlenre in 
the rectitude of the President to doubt that due txiini>erm4ticm will lie made 
for these injuries to his subjects, on the same principles m have tmm olmTvecl 

* The letter from the Sfmniih Con»ul to the collector of custom.* ami iht ktitrV 
rtpriati from Anmrkm S(ak Papers^ P§kUi&mt IV, 1S5 and l W, art m folbwi: 

Afti^nw Afi&k ViUahhs, Spanish Camui ai Narjdk, to Ckmki K, Muihry, 
C&lkciar 0/ Customs ai Norfdk 

Ncmrsn.ic. f'hrmmhr t6, iSsS. 

Smj On m*ing iin aniicd vei«l in thii harlmr, in front d fhe town, cfkpkyirti i ^ 
unknown to me, and, I will venture to siiy, unknown to the Onilril Sintra, 4ri€l. at 
any rate, not rccogniictl by them; and there being no doubt tlwt ihh vr«cl m we d 
those known to be corrtrnittlng great clrf}retlatio«« ut m the Sj^mnmh trade, and 
frequently alio on ^lip of all atlier nation*, not eiu*et»ung iht»e umirr ihr nwvhapt 
flag of the» Stale#* 1 nave thought it iny duty to apply to you, to rr€|ur#i you logiv^ 
me iome information reifiecting wiri armwi vr^l, nrr rhararrer and naiifwality, ami 
under what mutharity alie navigate# the ihsii m a public or priyait thsp ol w^r, who 
command# her, and how #he is munnetl, and in what light you view her ^ your ©^:kl 
opacity? 

In making thete inquirie# of you, I hoiw that you will only w a dnartf wi my to 
acquire information ur>on a quettion of va«t imptirlanre lo the rrifunierre of li 

it affects materially tna safety of her merchant whether or r#f»t fh<wr plitn-' 

derer* are to ffnd an aayluin in the mirts of the Umrwl Hiatrm. whkh would to ff«ily 
increase the means of currying on ineir stmlmtions* I am rtmhdrnt iliai d m mi iht 
with of this Ciovernment to afford any mri of protection to a ml td wen iht nm^ 
fmrt foreignefi to the amntry they pretend to tervel who avast ihtmscivr# of the 
diisensioni which unfortuniitely prevail Wtween ^Sji^un am! wnse td hrr etdossse#, la 
exercise their merrilei# rafmrity upon the inoffensive merrhani, not imfy Sfisain, but 
in many rnitarire# of other countriei; and^ I am too writ arquaifiltd with your own 
character to MUp{K»e that you would lie inrlirie<i to favor fhein. Indretl, the inlrnikmi 
and gocsl di#ptJ#uion of this Cicivernment towarcis Kfmln are rrwlrrrd nwinifwi in ihe 
Presidenfs yiroc’kmatbn of the I»J .Septemlier, and ft i« there fwbklfl« to 

American citiwn# to take any jHiri in the rontmlbna lieiwren S|«tn and iomr ci her 
distant and it m enjoined on all officers, c'tvil and militafy, ursdtf tbt 

(kiyernment, to lie vlgiliint in searching out and lifsngsng lo puni^niffH all wh 
dtiiseniai shall art contrary to the mtent of wid twH-hsmalswr. and ihere Wng a rrficut 
in town that rrmrty of th<»e mmpodng the crew of the vemel in cpiriilmi are Amcfkaof, 
I have thought it nece«ary ta call ytmr attention to this iwnni., nut. dcmbisni that you 
will consiefer it m meriting your fHirtkular ejouninaiion. I wilt rimclmlr by availing 
myitlf of thisopfjonunity loasimre you of the great rrsfiest with whbh I remasfsjeit .f. 

Riply of Charks K» Maihty 

KcigrtH.K, iki-mmim lA, ilid. 

Sm: I have had the honor to receive your note of this morning^ In lo the 

vawel whis'h si the subjec't of it, I deem it only nec^tmitry to remark, that she ii frco|fis*«l 
in thii ofhee in no 0 th«?f chameter than that of any other forrlgn vt^l iffivifig fo «tr 
from a foreign pc)ft; that my duty do«« not r^^uire of nm to requetl her ffag, 
io far ai to make it a criterion or condition of her admiiwlon infci thm fwi; and that I 
shall take care, in thi«, m in other catet, to wm that the kwi eff the Pnitfd St4i» and 
othtr ^ubtions of the Government, to far ai they cortw wiihb the i|dicre d my 
authcrity, be duly o^rved. 

I r^pro«te the tentimenta of retpect you exp-rtit for me, and am, [tic.b 




1913 


DOCUMENT XO47: JANUARY 15, 1817 

by I Its Majesty, on other occasions, towards the United States, yet I cannot 
omit requesting, in his royal name, that, in the mean while, the President 
may be authorized to take the most energetic measures required by the case, 
to put an end to these practices, and that he would be pleased to cause the 
ve^cls I have l>efore mentioned to be confiscated, together with their car¬ 
goes, and security to be given by Mr. Dupuy for the amount of his deposite 
in the Bank of lA)ui8iana, as being the proceeds of the Spanish prizes made by 
the pirate Mitchell; and that, as a general measure, every privateer coming 
into these ports under a flag not acknowledged be detained and sequestered, 
to be made responsible for the depredations committed by it. 

I trust that the President will be the more disposed to accede to this re¬ 
quest, as, in addition to its justice, it is strictly conformable to his friendly 
sentiments towards my sovereign, and the humane principles by which he is 
characterized. 

1 renew (etc.). 


1047 

Luu de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United Stales, to James Monroe, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, January 15,1817. 

Sir; On the ist instant I informed youof the arrival,at NewBedford,of the 
Spanish {jolacre Pastora, captured by the American privateer Swift, under 
the name of the Mongore, and the flag of Buenos Ayres, commanded by a 
C'aptain Baroca, a citizen of these States. Two days afterwards I addressed 
to you another note, stating the arrival, in the river and port of Baltimore, of 
the siiid privateer, with the booty piratically plundered from the subjects of 
the King, my master; and requesting tlxat you would be pleased to obtain of 
the President such orders as would most effectually insure the confiscation 
lioth of the vessel and of the privateer, that they might be made answerable 
for the damages justly claimed by the owners of the property. Although I 
am persuaded that it is the multiplicity of business that has prevented your 
answering my notes, yet I cannot doubt that the President will have given 
the orders I requested in them. Notwithstanding this, and the application 
made by His Majesty's consul at Baltimore, in the discharge of his duty, to 
the attorney for that district, (a copy of which is annexed,) I regret to an- 
nounos to you that the collector and the aforesaid attorney have thought fit 
to allow the said pirate to depart; and that, after having ascertained that 
fact, the said attorney wrote a note to His Majesty’s consul, (copy of which 
is enclosed,) inviting him to call at his house to confer with him on the sub¬ 
ject of hia note. 

‘ Atiterican Slate Papers, Foreign JRekUions, IV, 186. 



It la not my wish to trespass on your attention with the renections that are 
naturally produced by such notorious proceedinp, nor pointetlly to notice 
the incivility of the attorney for that State towards a consul of my nation; 
my only object is to bring to your view what has occurred in the case of the 
vessel that, by submitting it to the President, he may be convinced that the 
injuries sustained by the King’s subjects in these ports, by the violation of 
the existing treaty between the two nations, which has the fortx* of a law, are 
daily augmenting, and that, the more they are dilTusetl, the more difficult 
will it lie hereafter to adjust the indemnities due to Hi« Majesty’s subjects. 

I trust, sir, that you will only see in the step I now take a continuni proof 
of my desire to restore that good understanding and sincere ssuise of justice 
between the two countries which form the Imais of real harmony in every 
society, and that you will therefore be induced to give this subjtfct all the 
attention due to its imjKirtance. 

I t>eg leave to renew (etc.). 


1048 

Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, la James Mmrm, Secretary 
of State of the United States ‘ 

Wasiunoton, January i6, i8iy. 

Sir: I have just learned, with the greatest satisfaction, that the marshal td 
Baltimore has despatched a boat, with a picket of soldiem, in pursuit of the 
pirate Mongore, which has been brought back to that port, in conformity to 
the orders which I had flattered myself would have been iMued by the Prew- 
dent. I shall lose no time in giving an account to His Majesty of the friendly 
dispositions manifoted by this Clovemment; and add the hope that this 
evidence of it will be the forerunner of sentiments calculated to remove every 
shadow of misunderstanding between the two Governments. 

I offer you (etc.). 


1049 

Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 
of State of the United States * 

Washington, January i6, tSi^. 

Sir: I have just received information, from the King’s consul at New 
Orleans, of the capture, within sight of the Bulize of that port, and at little 
more than musket-shot from the land, of the Spanish w;hooner ItipoUta, 

‘ Amerimn State Papers, Per^pt SMatkms, IV, lift. 
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Captain Don Buenaventura March, by the pirate Jupiter, under the Mar¬ 
garita flag. To enableyou fully to judge of the atrociousness of this capture, 
manifestly in violation of the territory of the United States, I have the honor 
to encUm the declaration of the captain of the said schooner, made before 
Hi8 Majesty s consul at the aforesaid port; by which it appears he was at 
anchor in the Pass of the Mississippi, and with Pratigue, from the Balize, on 
board, when he was boarded by the aforesaid pirate, and so inhumanly 
treated by him as to lie left weltering in his blood on the deck. 

It would be superfluous to affect your sensibility by a detail of the multi¬ 
plier! injuries and outrages incessantly sustained by His Majesty’s subjects in 
thew ports; they have already been admitted by the President in his message 
to C ongress, recommending the adoption of such measures as in their wisdom 
may appear best calculated to repress them; thereby offering to the King, my 
master, a pledge that his excellency admits the necessity of indemnifying 
them as far as possilile. It is, however, with great regret that I have to 
remark on the delay in carrying such urgent measures into execution, and 
that the injuries complained of have not been prevented by a due observance 
of the laws of nations and of the existing treaty, which, by the constitution, 
has the force of a law ip all the courts, in consequence of its ratification by the 
President and the Senate. 

I pray you [etc.]. 


1050 

Luis dc Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 

of State of the United States * 

February 10, i8iy. 

Sir: In addition to the schooner which I informed you, in my note 

of the, 16th of last month* had been captured by the pirate Jupiter, in the 
pass of the Balize of New Orleans, at anchor, within musket-shot of the land, 
1 have just received official notice of the capture, by the same pirate, of the 
Spanish brig called Reyna de los Angeles, proceeding from Campeachy. This 
vessel was also at anchor in the Balize, very near the land, and with the pilot 
on fxmrd to ascend the river; but no consideration was sufficient to restrain 
that pirate in his injustice. I am informed that Commodore Patterson, in 
consequence of the reclamation made by the consul of His Majesty in the 
said fwrt, has despatched avessel in pursuit of her, and there are appearances 
that he will succeed in rescuing the prizes, and placing them at the disposition 
of their owners; but you cannot but know that, if the perpetration of this 
crime go unpunished, as has been the case on other occasions, or if their es- 

* American Stale Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 187. 

• See above, pt. xm, doc. 1049. 
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cape l>e perniitteci, as has happened In Baltimore with the captain and crew 
of the pirate Mongors, neither the vawtalB of Hia Majesty will Iw able to 
obtain the evidence which might lie drawn from their declarations, in order 
to reclaim their property, nor the crimes ditwovereti that they may have com¬ 
mitted, nor the number of these robliera be diminishetl, who so highly com- 
promit the neutrality of the (tovernment, robbing, indiscriminately, the 
ve^ls of all nations, wnfidenl that all the harm that can hap{H*n to them », 
that they should be deprived of some of the proceeds of their [wracies. 

In proof of the solidity of these assertions, I ought to add that, at the lime 
these captures took place at New Orleans, in violation of the territory of thi* 
republic, tieneral Hubbert [Humltert?], the chief of a band of robtjem, armed 
and equipped in the province of lajuisiana, who had twupied (*a!ve*ton, 
had arrived at New Orleans to solicit provisions awl munitions ftir that 
establishment. Not only have they been sent untler the American flag, but 
the agent (Mr. de Souvinet) has bought a brig with the poKlurts of the 
robberies of these pirate*, which are now dcfxsiiled in the Bank <jf lambiana, 
amounting to SiBo.ooo, as you will see by the jinwawl iwragraph of the 
Oaisetteof New Orleans; and this vttssel is prei>aring to carry more pnivisiorat 
and munitions to that establishment, and to take back to the l-nitetl States 
the 8{Kal8 of the Spaniards, which are not con8idert*tl »et:ure in that place. 

In the port of Baltimore, the brig Peace, (Pas,) mounting sixteen guns, 
commanded by Captain Stafford, well known for having Indore commanded 
the privatiHJr schooner Maria, which was confihc*ateti in I’ort au Brince, ha* 
l)cen lately Ixjught for the purfiose of cruising against the Sjuinish commerce. 
According to information which 1 have retH;ived, the brig ciilled the Paurth of 
July hiis gone out of that port with the same object, commanded by Captain 
Watkins, and armeci l)y onler of the famous Thomas Taylor, ttunmiiwianer 
of Buenos Ayres: finally, schooner Romp, wIksh? outrages and piracic* are of 
public notoriety, has again sailed for Norfolk, with the design of i*t)uif)fang 
there, to pn^eeti again on her cruise. 

I consider it my duty to make you acquaintetl with all these acts, whidt arc 
in manifest contravention of the treaty existing IxJtween the two nations, to 
the end that the I’resident, giving them the consideration which they tlwrrvc, 
may issue the orders that may appear to him licst adapteti to restrain them, 
until Congress determines to destroy them at the root, whereby the com¬ 
merce of all nations may be secure. 

I renew jetc.). 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, February ij, 1817. 

Sir. When I had the honor to communicate to you that, in virtue of the 
orders whit h the I resident had sent to the marshal at Baltimore, the pirate 
Mongon hud l>een detained and embargoed in that port, I had a right to be¬ 
lieve that the marshal, as well as the attorney of the United States, would have 
caused the captain and crew to be immediately arrested, to take from them 
tlie declarations which public vengeance and the interests of Spain, as well as 
of this (luvernment, rc([uirod, to ascertain the names of the vessels plundered 
by that jiiratc, the depository of the effects, and the fate of the Spanish crews. 

You may consider what was my surprise on receiving positive information 
that the marshal has liberated the captain and crew of that pirate; that he 
has not proceeded to take from them any declaration; and has even per¬ 
mitted that the Mongore should go to sea again, under bond, to commit her 
pirficii^s. llie said vessel is yet in the river, stopped by the ice, and her 
captain (HarncB) very tranquil in his house, occupied in taking out of it, 
publicly, the effects plundered by him, which, it is calculated, exceed eighty 
thousand dollarB in value, without any impediment being put to his pro- 
ceetlings by the authorities at Baltimore. 

It is extremely juunful to me to interrupt your attention so often, on such 
unpleauiant subjects; but I should be wanting in my duty if I should delay to 
inform this Clovernment of the manner in which the orders of the President 
are eluded in Baltimore, in order to heap injury upon injury on a friendly 
nation, and promote the revolution of its provinces. In vain will it be 
alleged, in order to cover this proceeding, that the laws are not sufficient to 
pursue, without a positive evidence, those citizens who commit hostilities 
against Spain. The treaty which exists between the two nations is a law of 
the republic; and no tribunal can decline its observance. The proofs of its 
infraction cannot be more manifest or decisive. The Spanish schooner 
capturttil by this same vessel, which is permitted to go out to sea, is now in a 
|K>rt of this Union; the effects on board of the one and the other belonging 
to the King’s vassals. The seamen, the log-book of the respective vessels, 
and the aiptain himself, ought to give all the evidence that justice requires 
to decide. If these are not examined, on the equivocal pretext that they 
cannot l>e found, or that there is no evidence for proceeding against them, 
the consequence will be the continuation of an organized piracy for the 
robl)ery of all nations, that public vengeance will remain unsatisfied, and 
humanity exposed to all the horrors of such highway robbers. 

I cannot do less than repeat my solicitation to the President, in the name 

* American State Papers^ Foreign Relationst IV, 187. 
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of the King, my master, that the corsair Mongore may be secured: that the 
effects found on Imrd may be deposited, as well as those which may have 
been already discharged from her; that the papers on board be examined, as 
well as the journals, crew, and captain; and that it l>e proposed to make all 
the investigations that would, under similar circumstances, be made in 
Spain, if a like case should occur to the United States, in order to remedy the 
damages and prevent their repetition. 

I flatter myself that you cannot fail to find my solicitude just, and that the 
President will accede the more cheerfully to it, as it is agreeable to the senti¬ 
ments of humanity and impartiality which characteriate him, and to the desire 
which he has manifested to me to strengthen the bonds of friendship with my 
sovereign. 

I renew [etc.]. 


1052 

Luis de Chiis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Seerthary 

of State of the United States ‘ 

Washington, February 12, tSty. 

Sir: After my official letters of the loth and nth of this month* were 
written, I retxivetl advice from Baltimore that Captain John Chase w^ 
now there, and that it was understotnl that he had left the commami 
of the privateer Potosi, (alias the Spartan, of Baltimore,) and like¬ 
wise that there were in that city more than thirty officers and sailor* who 
had belonged to the said privateer, and who had come there for the purpoae 
of claiming from the said Chase their portion of the pri*e money from the 
Spanish ship Cienda, of which they had taken possession at sea, in the man¬ 
ner you will see detailed in the declarations of four of the sailors of the said 
privateer, copies of which are enclosed. 

This, without doubt, is a case which merits all your attention, a» it is 
proven, in the most peraitive manner, that a certain number of American 
citizens had armed and equipped a vessel in Baltimore, had gone to sea in 
her, and had committed an act of hostility against Spain, contrary to the 
laws of nations, and in violation of the fourteenth and of other articles of the 
treaty existing between the two nations; thus compromitting the dignity of 
the United States, who cannot but disapprove such conduct, and violating 
the rights of the King, my master. 

The consul of His Majesty in Baltimore has, without loss of time, pro¬ 
ceeded judicially against the liefore-mentioned John Chase, by soliciting his 
arrest; and at the same time is taking measures to attach, in the handsof Mr, 

‘ American State Papers, Foreign Fetations, IV, 188, 
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tDidier, merchant, of Baltimore, twenty odd thousand dollars, which it is 
Icnown he has received from the said prize; but I see at once that all the 
efforts of the consul will be in vain, unless this Government interpose all their 
Authority, by giving the proper orders for vindicating their own dignity, 
Which has been compromitted by the atrocious conduct of these bad citizens. 
1 do not deem it necessary to repeat to you the many observations I have had 
tlie honor to make to you, upon various occasions, on occurrences of this kind; 
^nd I therefore limit myself to asking of you to communicate this case to the 
I^resident, who, I ought to expect, will take such measures as he may think 
best adapted to the correction of this disorder, and for doing justice to the 
Aggrieved party. 

I renew [etc.]. 


1053 

J^uis de OniSf Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, February 22, 1817, 

Sir: In confirmation of what I had the honor to state in my note to you of 
"the I2th instant,^ I now enclose a list of the articles which Mr. Henry Didier, 
a. merchant of Baltimore, has landed there, under the usual forms of the 
custom-house, from on board the American schooner Remittance, Captain 
James Rogers, from Aux Cayes; they being the same which had been plun¬ 
dered from the Spanish ship Ciencia by the privateer Potosi, Captain James 
Chase, by whom they were transhipped on board the said schooner, and con¬ 
signed to the above-mentioned Didier. 

In consideration of these proofs, I trust that you will be pleased to obtain 
from the President the necessary order to effect the delivery or security of 
■this property, for the benefit of its lawful owners; and that you will have the 
g^oodness to advise me of the same for my Government. 

I renew [etc.]. 


1054 

JLuis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to James Monroe, Secretary 
of State of the United States ® 

Washington, February 28,1817, 

Sir: The session of Congress being within two days of closing, and the 
Senate not having given its assent to the bill passed by the House of Repre- 

^ American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 188. 

® See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1053. 
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aentatiws for the pur(x>8e of putting a atop to the arinaraents making in 
different parts of the Union, in violation of the laws of nation® and of the 
treaty existing between Uia t'atholic Majesty and this republic, I have con¬ 
sidered it my duty to repra»ent to you the injuries rwulting from this delay 
to Spain, and likewise to all the nations of Eurof)e: to the end that, if the 
Praddent »e^ fit, he may be pleased to cause this subject to be taken into 
serious consideration. 

I renew (etc.!. 


loss 

George W. Brxdng, United States Minister to Spain, to John Qnincy Adam, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

(kxtractI 

MAORin, March lo, ifiy. 

On this affair {[»roclamalion of Murillo) I wrote on the 3 <>th Septcmljcr, 
l8l6, and was anawertxl (JctolMfr 17th, that an " informe" should !«• taken of 
the almirantasgo; I wrote again on the 35th October, and remain without any 
answer. 


1056 

Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to Richard Rush, Acimg 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

Washinoton, March ji, j8ty. 

Sir; In an official letter, under date of the 1 ith* of last month, which I had 
the honor to direct to the Secretary of State, I represented to this (iovem- 
meiit that, ctmtrary to my exf>ectation, I had just rtjceived {tusilive informa¬ 
tion that the marshal at lialtimore had left at lilicrty the captain and crew of 
the pirate Mon gore, and had even jjermiltetl her to go to sea to renew her 
excesses, without having even so much as utken their tieedarations. which 
the public vengeant* and the interests of Ixjth (lovcrnmenis demaridetl; 1 
dwelt on the great injuries which would follow to my natUm from the im¬ 
punity and toleration which these highway robln'rs met with in this country; 
and rec|ue»tixl that the President would give the corresjKHident directions for 
preventing this injury. 

In my official letter of the lath * of the same month I took occasion again 

' Ameruon State Papers, Poreipi RdatUms, IV, 159. 

» ttrid., nW. 

above, pt. xni, doc. 1051. 

♦ See above, pt. xiu, doc. loji. 
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to call the attention of this Government to the same subject, though in a 
different case, in consequence of having received advice that Captain John 
Chase, who commanded the privateer alias the Spartan, of Baltimore, 
and more than thirty persons belonging to her crew, had arrived at Balti¬ 
more, of whom four had given very detailed declarations respecting the 
capture of the Spanish vessel the Ciencia, of her halting place, and of the 
existence in Baltimore, in the possession of Mr. Henry Didier, [of articles] to 
the amount of more than $20,000; and requested that the Government would 
interpose its authority to give effect to the prosecution which the consul of 
His Majesty had set on foot against the person of Chase, and [to]thelegal 
proceedings under which he has succeeded in attaching, in the hands of Mr. 
Didier, the said interests; and, under date of the 22d ^ of same month, I 
enclosetl a list of these effects, which were in the hands of Mr. Didier. 

I have not, as yet, had the honor to receive an answer to any of the above- 
mentioned notes; and I have just understood that the authorities at Balti¬ 
more, contemning the evidence of the four witnesses who had presented 
themselves, and the entry in the custom-house, in the name of Didier, of the 
effects roblicd from the Spanish, have permitted the said Captain Chase to 
go very tranquilly to Norfolk, to enjoy the fruits of his depredations; that, 
with universal scandal, and notwithstanding the character of Captain 
Barnes, as a pirate, was established by the decision of the court of the United 
States in Boston, which had declared as illegitimate his prize, the Spanish 
schooner Paslora, and ordered that she should be restored to her owners, he 
has sailerl from Baltimore, with his privateer Mongore, as soon as the ice 
permitted, and gone down the bay, to go to sea, to repeat his cruelties, with¬ 
out its having been possible for the consul of the Kingtoget the declaration of 
Barnes and his people taken as to what had been the lot of the crews of the 
Spanish vessels which they had captured; declarations which, not only by the 
laws of nations, but by the more sacred law of humanity, should have been 
taken, considering the vehement and well-founded suspicions there were that 
they had ammssinated all the individuals who had had the misfortune to fall 
into their hands. 

In consideration, then, of the excesses committed against the subjects of 
the King, my master, and of those which, from the impunity and toleration 
on the part of the authorities of this country, are in a state to be repeated, 
with vessels purchased, armed, manned, and equipped in the ports of these 
States, contrary to all the laws of nations, to the express stipulations of the 
treaty which exists between the two countries, and to the laws of humanity 
itself, I cannot do less, in discharging my obligation, than to represent and 
reclaim, in the name of my sovereign, the damages and injuries which have 
resulteci, and may hereafter result, to his subjects, and to protest against the 
authors of all of them. At the same time, I cannot omit to beg you, with 

> Sec aDove, pt, xni, doc. 1053. 
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eamestne^, to be pleased to inform me of the measures which this (lovem- 
ment may have taken for the purpose of having restored to the Spanish 
owners the cfTects of which they have been robbed, and also to ascertain the 
fate of the unfortunate crews of the Spanish ve^ls which have lieen cap- 
turtnl and destroyerl by the two pirates above mentioned, as likewise by the 
other two, called the Orb and the Romp, that were, in like manner, arm^ in 
Baltimore. 

I ho{)e you will have the goodness to give me the information I ask, that I 
may bring it to the knowledge of the King, my master. 

I renew letc.|. 


1057 

iwis d 4 Onis, Spanish Minister to the United Stales, to John Quiney Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

Washington. March is, iSsy. 

Sir; I had the honor to receive your note of the 13th instant, in which, 1^ 
order of the President, you enclose a copy of the act by t'ongrai* on 

the 3d, entitled "An act more effectually to preserve the neutral relations of 
the I’nitttI States," by which the President trusts that my (iovemincnt will 
{xTceivc a new proof on the part of the United State* of a desire to cultivate 
just and friendly disixjsitions towards Spain. 

I cannot but l«! highly gratified by all those oixasions on which the t»ov« 
ernment of these Slates manifests a disposition carr«i{K»nding with that 
entertained by the King, my master, to maintain and strengthen the amicable 
relations aulwisting between the two nations; and I therefore hoj>e that the 
President will cause the moat effectual measures to be taken to enforce an 
oljservamx of this law by the officers of this Government, with graiter exact¬ 
ness than has hitherto been paid to the existing laws, and to the express 
stipulations of the present treaty between the two nations. 

I shall embrace the first opportunity to transmit a copy of this act to my 
court, for the information of my sovereign; and, with renews:! assurances 
(etc.]. 

' Ammain Stale Papers, PerdgH RdaUons, IV, 18^ 
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L,uis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States 1 

Washington, March 26,1817. 

Sir: I have just been informed that there have entered at Norfolk two 
pirates, under the flag of Buenos Ayres, the principal of which is called the 
Independencia del Sud, armed with sixteen guns and one hundred and fifty 
men; her captain is the well-known pirate called Commodore Chaytor. The 
second is the schooner Romp, which, to enter that port, has her name changed 
to that of Altavela; she has a crew of seventy men, and appeared to be com¬ 
manded by a person called Grcnnolds. Both vessels were built and fitted 
out at Baltimore, belong to citizens of that place, and others in this republic, 
and their crews and captains are of the same. Their entrance into Norfolk 
has been public, to revietual and return to their cruise against the subjects of 
the King, my master; but their principal object is to place in safety the fruits 
of their piracies, which must be of great importance, if we attend to the in¬ 
formation from Havana, which states that they have robbed a single Spanish 
vessel coming from Vera Cruz of ninety thousand dollars; and to the fact 
that, on the 2i8t of the present month, they had deposited sixty thousand 
dollars in the Bank of Norfolk, had landed a number of packages of cochineal, 
and had declared that they had taken to the amount of two hundred and 
ninety thousand dollars. I am informed that the person called Commodore 
(liaytor was about to set out for Baltimore, probably to settle accounts and 
divide his robberies with the persons interested in the outfit. It is a cir¬ 
cumstance worthy of remark, that these two pirates saluted the fort at 
Norfolk, and that it returned the salute upon the same terms as would have 
l>ecn done with a vessel of war of my sovereign, or of any other nation ac¬ 
knowledged by all independent Powers. 

It would be superfluous to take up much time in representing to you how 
sensible my sovereign, and likewise all maritime nations, must be, to see that 
their flags are treated on an equality with pirates in the territory of this 
Union, So obvious a reflection cannot be withheld from your knowledge and 
that of the President. I therefore do not doubt, that if, as I persuade my¬ 
self, there has been a mistake in the honors paid to these pirates, you will be 
pleased to disapprove of the conduct of the commander of the fort, and give 
suitable orders to prevent its happening in future. 

At the same time that I expect this measure from the justice of the Presi¬ 
dent, I claim, in the name of the King, my master, that all steps be taken for 
the arrest of these pirates, whether they be at Norfolk, or that they repair, as 
is probable, to Baltimore, where their principal associates are; that they be 
proceeded against according to the act of Congress of the 3d instant, and to 

^ Atn^ricctn StaU Papers, Foreign RdaUons^ IV, 189. 
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the stipulations of the treaty between His Majesty and this republic; that 
legal means be taken to ascertain all the captures made by them during their 
cruise, the fate of the Spanish crews that have fallen into their hands, and the 
places of de{)oaitc of the property taken from on board them, in onler that, by 
attaching the same by the competent tribunals, it may be held for the dts- 
posjil of the owners who may prove their property. 

This request, being moreover foundetl in justice, is supjmrtcd by the 
friendly sentiments of this Government towards His Catholic Majesty, by 
the assuranceawhich the President has given to me of his sincere desire to put 
an end to a piracy which, although in opposition to the sentiments of the 
administration, highly compromits the dignity and character of a people 
distinguished for their rectitude, morality, and refined virtue. I, therefore, 
cannot but confidently hojie that you will enable me to inform my Govern¬ 
ment of the measures which may be taken in this matter 


1059 

Luis de (Jut's, Spanish Minisier to the UnUed Stales, h John Quincy AdtmSt 
Secretary of Slate of the Uniled Stales * 

March ad, tSiy. 

Sir: The pirate Orb, fitted out at Baltimore, under the name of the Ce«- 
g,reso, and flag of Buenos Ayres, commanded by Joseph Alrncyfla, a Portu¬ 
guese, and a citizen of this republic, has had the audacity to return ami enter 
tlie Kiicl jKirt, there to deiKisite a jiart of his roblieries. The piratical char¬ 
acter of this vessel is as fully acknowledged, as it is proved that idle was 
armed and manned with people of this country and of others in the aliovc- 
mentioned port, and that she had made different prizes in the ndghlwhmKl 
of Cadiz and other iioints, since there now is in the jwrt of New York the 
Spanish {Kilacre, the Leona, captured by her, whose cargo, consisting of two 
hundretl thousarui dollars, is concealed- where, it is not known: and in the 
same jxirt of Baltimore, there are dejiositcd the proccetls of the Sjuinish brig 
Serena am! her cargo, captured by the same vessel. No evidence ran. in my 
judgment, lx: offeretl, which gives greater certainty to facts so notoriou* 
If, by chance, anything could be added thereto, it would l>e the acknowltilg- 
ment of their atrexitics. Nevertheless, I have the mortification to say. lh.it 
neither this notoriety nor the reclamations of His Majesty's consul at that 
port have as yet l>een suflicient to produce those steps which are requintl tiy 
humanity, to secure the ficrson of this notorious pirate, to take the dtrl-ira- 
tions of the crew, and to prevent their enjoying their plunder to the prejudice 
of the lawful owners. 

' American Stale Papers, Fortipt RelaHms, IV, 190. 
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I think it my duty to bring this incident to your knowledge, and I doubt 
not that the President, when informed thereof by you, will take it into the 
serious consideration which it merits, and give the most positive orders that a 
suit be instituted against this pirate, that an attachment be laid on all his 
property and funds wheresoever they may be placed throughout this republic, 
and that they be held at the disposal of those owners who may prove their 
property. 

As I propose to despatch a messenger in a few days to my Government, and 
it will be very agreeable to me to give to His Majesty an assurance that the 
United States are seriously disposed to put an end to the injuries resulting to 
Spain from the non-observance of the treaty between the two nations, I will 
thank you to Inform me as speedily as possible of the measures which may be 
taken in this case, and in that on which I address you in a separate despatch 
of this date. 


1060 

Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to Richard Rush, Acting 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

Washington, March zg, iSiy, 

Sir; By your note of yesterday* I am apprized that the President, on: 
being informed, by the notes to which you have replied, of the audacity with- 
which the pirates armed in this country introduce into it the fruits of their" 
rotiberies, has l>een pleased to give suitable orders to the authorities at Nor¬ 
folk ;md Baltimore that, having ascertained the facts which 1 have brought to 
his knowledge, they should duly proceed according to law against the vio¬ 
lators of the laws of this republic. The district attorney for the United 
Stales at Baltimore has replied to the King’s consul there that he has no 
evidence uf>on which he can proceed against Captain Almeyda; but if a 
witness should offer, who will depose to the facts referred to, he will proceed 
to order an embargo to be laid on his vessel. I am perfectly aware that good 
order, the personal security of individuals, and the prevention of any violence 
being committed upon them, require that .suits should be instituted according 
to the rules of court: but when a crime is notorious to all, and is doubted by 
none; when the tranquillity and security of the state, the honor of the nation, 
and the respect that independent Powers owe to each other, are interested in 
putting a stop to crimes so enormous as those I have had the honor to de¬ 
nounce to you, it appears to me that the magistrates are authorized to collect 
a summary body of information, to inquire whether the public opinion is 
* American Siah Papers^ Foreign Relations^ IV, 190, 



doubtful, and if there be ground to institute a suit. The collectoir 
customs cannot be ignorant that the three vessels which I have named “to 
were built and fitted out at Baltimore; that they were cleared at that ^ 

house as Americans; that their crews were, at their departure, compoB^cd 
citizens of this Union, as were their captains; and that the effects whioh tliiry 
have landed can only come from Spanish countries. What strongoi" 
mony (if more is wanted) than their own declaration can be desired, t:o 
ceed against these pirates? 

The ships’ papers, the declarations of the crews, the log-book, 
testimony which can throw light upon the truth or falsehood of ttie 
alleged, and makes it unnecessary to trouble them, until it be 
that there is ground for proceeding judicially against them. 

It must have been known to you, sir, that when the rebel Mina armc^cl w rf 
equipped at Baltimore for the purpose of attacking the dominions of tl» 
King, His Majesty’s consul presented two declarations, sworn to l:>y 
officers, who had accompanied him, setting forth all the plans and projcfctf» ^.4 
this traitor, and the manner in which he had violated the laws of the repu . 
that, on another occasion, the same consul presented the declarations* 
oath, of four sailors of the pirate Potosiy stating the prizes they had 
merchants to whom were addressed the effects stolen from the vassale of 
King, and that, in both cases, they were considered insufficient to proir«r«S 
against these highway robbers, and to afford the vassals of His 
Majesty that protection which they had a right to expect of a friendly . 

At this very moment I have received advice from His Majesty’s consui 
Norfolk, stating that a quantity of zeroons of cochineal, indigo, and J # 

bark, brought in by the two privateers, the Independence of the Soulh^ 
tain Chaytor, and the AUavelay alias Rompy Captain Grennolds, Im^m 

shipped at that port on board the packet which sailed on the 23d ins tain t 
New York, in order that, by changing place and appearing to be clestr^l 
by other merchants, the vassals of His Majesty may be deprived of 
property, and the pirates and merchants who have fitted them out 
the owners of the booty. No one renders more justice to the rectitude of 
President than I do, and to the sincere desire that he has to put a stop 
practices so contrary to the virtue and good faith which characteri 
republic; but it is that very cause which lays me under the necessity of tm* 
posing these practices, with an entire confidence that the President -will 
see in this communication my anxious desire to prevent any obstacl^a 
thrown in the way of the friendly arrangement now pending between tJhe t 
Powers. The treaty of limits and navigation existing between them 
lishes, in the most positive manner, that the two nations have 
consider as pirates all vessels fitted out in the two countries, respeoti 
manned and commanded by their respective subjects or citizens, actitij^ ^ 
hostile manner against one or the other of the two contracting parties 
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a foreign commission. The acts of Congress of the 5th of June, 1794, of the 
14th of June, 179,7, and the second section of that of the 30th of April, 1790, 
prescribe the punishment to be inflicted on these persons, and the steps to be 
taken on both sides to restore the property to its lawful owners. 

I rely on your justice and friendly sentiments towards my Government for 
promoting with the President such orders as, in his wisdom and foresight, 
will seem to him best adapted to prevent the evasion of the laws, and the 
sacrifice of that portion of His Catholic Majesty’s subjects who have been 
robbed by these pirates. 

I renew [etc.]. 
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Luis de OniSy Spanish Minister to the United Statesy to Richard Rushy Acting 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, April 4, 1817. 

Sir: Although I have always made it a duty not to intrude on the attention 
of this Government by remonstrances which are not founded on incontestable 
facts, or at least on moral evidence, yet it appeared to me, in the conference 
which I had with you yesterday, that you were not satisfied with the com¬ 
plaints I lately addressed to you against the pirates Potosi, Mongore, Con* 
gresOy Independencia del Sud, and Altavela. I have now the honor to annex a 
copy of a letter from the owners of the Spanish ship Nuestra Senora de los 
DoloreSy and of one from the consignee at Havana, by which you will be 
informed that the said vessel was captured near to Cadiz by the pirate 
Independencia del Sudy Captain James Chaytor.^ 

'^American State Paper Sy Foreign Relations y IV, 191. 

3 The three enclosures mentioned, reprinted from the same volume, pp. 191 and 192, 
are as follows: 

No, I. —Francisco de Paula de Maura to Thomas Stoughton 

Havana, December 17y 18x6. 

Sir: The foregoing is a copy of my last of the 4th instant, which I confirm. I am 
again obliged to trouble you by requesting you would be on the watch, if the ship called 
the Na, Sa, de los Doloresy alias the Primeray should put into any port of the United 
States; which vessel I despatched for Cadiz on the loth of July, under the command of 
Captain Nicholas Larrea, with a cargo of sugar consigned to the owner, Don Juan Fsco. 
de Vergara, of the same place, who, under date of the 3d of September, informs me of 
her capture on the 27th of August, near Cape St. Vincent, by the privateer Independencia 
del Sudy Captain James Chaytor, and gives me authority to claim or ransom her, as 
you will see by a copy of his letter, enclosed. I therefore hope you will do me the favor 
to advise me of whatever may turn up in the affair, that the requisite orders may be 
promptly given. 

No, 2,—Juan Francisco de Vergara to Francisco de Paula de Maura 

Cadiz, September j, 1816, 

Sir: On the 27th of August last, at the distance of twenty-two leagues from Cape 
St. Vincent, the ship Na, Sa, de los Doloresy alias Primeray Captain Nicholas Larrea, 
which sailed on the loth of July of the present year, was captured by the insurgent 
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I also enclose to you the declaration* on oath, of Joseph Ojeda, captain of 
the Spanish schooner Catalina^ captured by the pirate Almeyda, aunmanding 
the Orb, alias the Congreso. By this declaration you will see the number of 
Spanisli vessels he has plundered, those he has burnt, and those he has sent 
to other ports. I flatter myself that you will find in these documents, if not 
all the evidence required by the laws of the United States for the punishment 
of a man who has committed bo many atrocious acts, at least sulKcient to 

ichooner brig of Buenos Ayr^, called the Independemia M Sud, c-omntinded by J^inwi 
C'haytor. Qn l>aing .eapturmi, Captain Larrea endeavored to his vwiel and 

cargo, and the commander of the privateer actually agreed to wlimati? the at 
including therein Is.ooo for the ve^l, the ransom to jMiid In Cadii. When 
they were on the jKiint of drawing up the necewiry writings, the brli fmin 

Cumana, apf>eared in sight, which being likewise made priie of, me was afierwardi 
Jiberatetl to carry to Cacliae the crew of die Priwera, and on that aaourit the rafiwn 
was not carriefl Into effect. As it appears, by infornmiion, that the privat^ wbkh 
captured her mm fitted out in North America, and commissioned by the iriiurgenl 
Government of Buenos Ayres, slie will be purchased for little or nothing, I unileriiami 
that the will be ordereti to the C'ayes of St. Louis, St. Thomat, St. Barthohmiew, North 
America, Jamaica, or tome other Knglith i>art. It will, therefore, be for my intrrcM 
and that of your brother, Don Pascid, &c. 

No, j, --lkclaraiwn of Dkgo Josi Ojeda 
Baltimokk C'cniHTY, Sink of Maryland, la wii : 

Be it rememlierefl that, on the 1st day of April, 1B17, perw.mally apfmiml Wttfr nir, 
Daniel Roger^ notary public fur this State, Diego JftW? Djecfa, and, ^brin^ first duly 
sworn according to law, dejaws as follows: That he was captain of a Sjsimih irhormrf 
called the N-mm Cakdim; that he was taken in the »iid schmmer, an the ctmwt ol C ubi, 
by a privateer called the Canireso de Buenos Ayrn, commandci! by loirph Ahnrytk; 
that, m the night: of the iiime clay, the yth of February last, his Kiid mitoonrr wai lakrn 
by the Spmish brig of war Cam^d^r, and imrmHlmlely afterwardi taken again by ihf 
game privateer: when,^having taken out all the provisions and hmt part cd ihr wik, 
fire was [mt to the mhI ic-hooner Cakdina, and her crew put on l>c:^rd an Aiiierran 
ichooner, with the exception of the cafitain, the second male, the tmik, and fwn |ia# 
sengers; whom Captain Almeyda said he weiuhl not liberate until the hat! Ijcm 
done with one of hii offirers mid five men who had Im^n taken prifoners there; durini 
the £le|ionent*s stay on iKutrcl of Almeyda's [»fivateer he look the tchcKiner deddia from 
Onum w^iih a cargo of mirsitimrillii and which sum was taken out and ihe »chswiri 

burnt. 

^ On tlie i€)th of February he raptured two brigs, the San Ankmo sk Padua, from Ve« 
(Vux, for the Havana, in fiallast, and having some money cm board; thk vri»ei 
burnt. The other brig, San JmK from Havana to CamtK*achy, with m o| larandy 
wine, and other gomli, was completely pluriderec], and the priitiners ^ the A tddh and 
San Ankmio, witTi the two jmwenpra of the Caiaiina, were put cm board cd her, krrfmii 
a man id each vessel on iKiard of the pnvatc?er; the .Van Josi was then allowed to pfocred 
to t*ampearhy. 

Chi the 2410 he captured the Pm, bound from Si«d to Havana, tm bwird of whirl 
vewel a pri;ce«mastef iiml ci|ht sailors were lent, as alw the mate of the Cakdim. Shi 
was then drsfiiUched for C»alvextcm, Her crew were put on shore it iIichii rkver 
leagues from the jmrt cjf SImI; and thii cktmnent funner itates that Almryda maili 
tail for this place, where the said detronent was not allowed to land until the Mih d 
March last, when he was stmt on shore without any of the fmper* of hb ve^l, Alme|tb 
having taken po^ewion of them. 

In teitimony whereof, the «id deponent hath hereunto sub«c‘rib«fd hk name, and I 
the said notary, have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial aeal, the cky md 
ymr first hereinbefore written. 

Dahiel Rooees, N^ryPuMk, |l. sJ 
Diego Ojeda. 

The forcing is a copy of the originali transmitted under thb date to the dktfki 
attorney for the dittrict of Maryf““'* 


PA»ta C»ACoj^. 
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justify the detention, for the benefit of the lawful owners, of the property 
which he is endeavoring to introduce clandestinely into this country, in 
violation of the treaty of friendship, limits, and navigation now existing 
between the two Powers. 

I hope, sir, that you will allow me to use the term pirates, in speaking of 
these banditti. My impression is, (and I found it upon the treaty of amity 
I have just referred to,) that every vessel built or fitted out within the 
jurisdiction of this republic, manned and commanded by citizens of the 
Union, which is navigated and commits hostilities under a foreign flag, is and 
must be deemed a pirate; that, as such, it is liable to confiscation, with all the 
property on board, that it may be afterwards restored to the lawful owners, 
although no one should present themselves to make the claim in their behalf, 
as would be done in the case of any known murderer, or of one against whom 
there existed strong suspicions of having committed a crime against society, 
and this for the purpose of satisfying the calls of public vengeance. I hope 
that you will have the goodness to inform me if I am mistaken in this con¬ 
ception, and, in case it should be that of the President, that you would be 
pleased to obtain such measures of him as, in his wisdom, he may deem most 
proper to prevent the vessels above mentioned, together with their captains, 
again putting to sea, and to afford that protection to His Majesty’s subjects 
which they have a right to expect, from the close friendship existing between 
the two Governments, by laying an attachment on the property on board 
those vessels, that it may be delivered up when its owners are ascertained. 

I renew [etc.]. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to Richard Rush, Acting 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

f 

Washington, April 5, 1817. 

Sir: As nothing can be more flattering to me than to prove to you that all 
my reclamations bear the stamp of the most scrupulous exactness and truth, 
I have the honor to enclose the declaration, an oath, of two seamen of the 
Spanish brig San Antonio de Padua, captured by the pirate Almeyda, by 
which you will see that this pirate has not confined himself to taking and 
burning Spanish vessels, but has also detained and robbed an English vessel 
upon the high seas.® 

1 American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 192. 

2 The enclosure, reprinted from American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, follows: 

Baltimore County, State of Maryland, to wit: 

Be it remembered that, on the 4th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1817, per¬ 
sonally appeared before me, a justice of the peace of said county, Lewis Falcone and 
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I hope that you will have the goodness to bring the said document to the 
knowledge of the President, as a corroboration and support to the reclama- 
tions which I have addressed to you, in order that the property plundered 
by that pirate, and by the Potosi, Independencia del Sud, Mongore, and 
Aliavela, may be secured for the subjects of the King, my maater, and that 
they may not be permitted to return to sea, to continue their depredations. 

I renew [etc.]. 
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George W, Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy AdamSf 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extkact] 

Madrid, April 6, xSiy. 

Upon the whole Sir I conclude, that the course which this government will 
take, the more or less zeal with which it will act, the more or leas moderation 
& good faith which it will display, will very principally depend on its always 
fluctuating hopes & fears on the side of England: should its disputes with the 
king of Brasil ripen into a serious rupture, it will certainly make an attempt 
on Portugal; then a breach with England of course; but this I consider to be a 
remote probability. The question as to the slave trade has created con¬ 
siderable discussion between the two governments. England as 1 under¬ 
stand has offered to his catholick majesty a certain sum for the relinquish- 
* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XIV. 

Bernard Falcone, Italians, and, being first duly sworn according to law, de|>oge aa 
follows: 

That they belonged to the crew of the Spanish Schooner San Animio de Padm, he, 
the said Lewis, being gunner thereof; that having sailed from St. Jfaga de Cuba, 
bound for Havana, on or about the 28th of January last, they were chased and cap¬ 
tured the same day by a Buenos Ayres privateer, called the Coneteso, commanded by 
one J086 Almeyda, who took the deponents on board his vetsel, depriving them of 
fifty boxes of segars, four barrels and five bundles of Spanish tobacco, and a bag con¬ 
taining silk handkerchiefs; that, durinjg; their stay on board Almeyda's vetwl, he took 
seven Spanish prizes, three of which he burnt; and on or about the 15th of March, 
near the port of Havana, he fell in with a British brig, chased her under Spanish colors, 
and, when sufficiently near, fired into her, hoisting at the same moment the BuenM 
Ayres flag. The brig, being armed, was defended by discharges of grajm shot nearly 
the whole day, but, being boarded in the evening, was compelled to surrender: during 
the whole transaction the British ensign was at her main peak, and no other flag. 
Her crew were taken on board the Congreso, and the vessel plundered of several 
valuable articles of gold and silver. She was given up and allowed to proceed. Her 
mate received a muskct-shot"'through the head, of which wound it was almoit im¬ 
possible he could recover. And these deponents further state, that Almeyda after 
this proceeded to the United States, and arrived at Baltimore on or about the 28th of 
March last. 

Lewis Falcone, 

Bernard Falcone, his X mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, by Anthony Canno, 

Tho. W, GRimTH. 
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ment of the traffick, & he has demanded a larger sum. The question 
turning upon this point cannot be considered as one of great difficulty. With 
respect to the colonies, I believe it to be very certain that England has 
offerred her mediation. But here the two governments cannot agree. 
Spain in the true spirit of her system, insists on their returning to their 
ancient unqualified allegiance, & her pretensions are still upheld by calcula¬ 
tions on the flattering intelligence, true or false, which she every now & then 
receives from various parts of South America. England besides the rea¬ 
sonable objections which she has to appose to such absurd & hopeless over¬ 
tures, cannot find that she has any interest in making them; she does not 
wish to separate the colonies from Spain, on the contrary; but she desires 
that the trade to them may be open. The full extent of the British policy in 
this respect is quite obvious, & the Spanish cabinet is fully aware of it; hence 
they have mendicated mediation in other quarters. It is understood that 
their application has been favorably received, yet it were vain to expect 
success from any mediation in which England is not a party, or indeed that 
any mediating power will act on other than her principles. 

The famous General Toledo arrived in this city on the i6th or 17th March; 
on the night of the i8th a^council of ministers was held in the palace, to hear 
whatever information he had to give, & such plans as he had to propose. A 
great mystery is made of all this, & he has been ordered not to appear in 
publick. 

I understand that the conversion of Toledo had commenced previous to 
his visit to Washington, & that his first overture was sent from N. Orleans 
by a friar named Ledilla who has served as a spy in the United States. 
Aiter his visit to Washington, Toledo’s intention was to go to London, & 
there to wait for his pardon; but being pressed by certain personal considera¬ 
tions, arising out of a dispute with a Mr. Mitchell, he hastened his departure 
from Philadelphia by the first vessel which sailed, & that happened to be 
bound to Bordeaux. Some demur was made to granting him passports 
to come hither; they were finally granted, but the pardon which he expected 
did not accompany them, & he was privately advised by his friends here not 
to put himself into the hands of the government: confiding however in a very 
private letter of recommendation from Mr. Onis, & in the importance of the 
services which he was able to render, he did not hesitate to avail himself 
of his passports. Whatever these Services may be, it appears to be quite 
problematical whether they will send him to the galleys or make a Lieutenant 
General of him. 

With the Most perfect Respect [etc.]. 
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George W, Erving, United Stales Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States '■ 

(extracts] 

Private & confidential. Madrid, April 6, 

DiiAR Sir: My last private letter was dated March ad.* In a postscript of 
March 5th (to the original of that letter) I mentioned General Toledo. In 
my despatch of this date * I have said of him whatever is proper for such a 
communication. I must here add that Mr. Onis's private recommendation 
of him is (as I have reason to believe) marked with the want of candour & the 
extravagant suspicion, which he has manifested on all occasions, & which 
degrade the good sense, & obscure the useful talents of that minister. He 
states that Toledo very much contributed to what "the Americans call" the 

glorious” defence of N. Orleans; that Gen'l Jackson acknowledged his great 
services, & mentioned him in the highest terms to the President; that this 
recommendation, & his character of Mexican chief had introduced him to the 
‘‘friendship unUmited confidence” of Mr. Monroe, & the heads of govern¬ 
ment; that his wife became the/ne«d & companion of Mrs, Madison &c. 
&c.; finally that he had made himself master of the secret policy of the Ameri¬ 
can government. Such has been the temptation to receive Toledo; but, 
unfortunately for him, in the place of Mr.Cevallos who was a man to believe 
& act on every thing which Onis should say, he has found Mr. I’izarro, who 
has no such disposition, & is moreover a personal enemy of Cevallos, & of all 
Cevallos's friends. Yet I expected to hear something from Mr, Pizarro in 
consequence of Toledo’s communications, but just about the time of the 
night Examination we received the debates in congress on the late laws. 
A day or two afterwards, at the weekly audience of the minister, I observed 
to him that poor Toledo had arrived in a very unlucky moment, since he 
could get no merit in exposing the ‘‘Secret policy” of the American govern¬ 
ment; for there it was puris naluraUbus all displayed in new8pai>er print. 
As he had intended even the arrival of Toledo to be a profound secret, he was 
rather embarassed with my attack, & was awkward in answering: what he 
said amounted to nothing worth repeating. In fine, as to information from 
Toledo, I presume that they must be disappointed; as to his plans, as far as 
these are hostile to us, they will probably be of the same character, as those 
of the famous Col, Sheene—the old story of getting back Louisiana &c. &c.— 
as far as they may relate to the pacification or subjugation of the colonies, 
they might, for any thing I know be useful, if this government had sense 
enough to act on any plan. It is not however to be supfxjsed but that the 
independents will derive an useful lesson from the defection of Toledo, giving 
no trust hereafter to any Spaniard whatever. . . . 

*MS, Dispatches from Spain, XIV. 'Not printed, 'See above, pt.xin, doc. 1063. 
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Withal Mr. Toledo finds something very alarming in his present situation. 
ThroMifferent channels he has sounded me to know what opinion I had of him, 
& whether I acted against him with the ministry. To these questions I 
refused to give any kind of answer. More lately he has in the same way 
assured me, that he would do nothing prejudicial to the American govern¬ 
ment: to this I replied that I did not care what he was doing. 

A want of liberality & gratitude is a leading feature in the character of 
these people (I speak of those in general who undertake to discuss political 
affairs)—hence the message of the President is stupidly considered as a 
confession that we (as a nation) have assisted the insurgents hitherto; & the 
act of congress passed in consequence of that message is attributed to our 
apprehensions of the effects to be produced by the discoveries of Toledo!! 
The government, which has not yet had time to analyze, nor to weigh very 
scrupulously whatever advantages it is to derive from the act, see it at pres¬ 
ent in a very flattering point of view. 

The English embassy here keeps its secrets very well, but it is not difficult 
to perceive that affairs do not go to their liking. Their disgust cannot be 
attributed to the slave-trade question, nor do I think that it can have arisen 
out of the difference of their plans as to the proposed mediation. There is 
some collision between the cabinet politicks of St. Petersburg & those of St. 
James, & the influence of the former prevails here, & seems still to be gaining 
ground. This of itself is sufficient cause of dissatisfaction. The strict 
alliance of England to Portugal, & what may be reasonably enough suspected 
of the ultimate views of the former in regard to the colonies, these circum¬ 
stances properly made use of by the enemies of her influence must also be 
very operative. At the head of these enemies is Mr. Tertischeff the Russian 
minister who is bitterly hostile to England & every thing English. By his 
acts & intrigues he has gained the entire confidence of the king, & does not 
fail to use his influence to withdraw Spain entirely from her connexion with 
England. At the same time he promotes objects of major importance. What 
has been related to me of his pretensions & plans, tho’ comporting with the 
well known inordinate ambition of his master, yet, is so extravagant, & even 
80 wild & absurd, that it is impossible to give credit to it: that Russia, want¬ 
ing to get footing in the Mediterranean should endeavour to wheedle Spain 
out of Majorca or Minorca, is natural; but that she should imagine the possi¬ 
bility of obtaining, or if so, of establishing herself in the province of Texas^ 
surpasses all power of belief! What then can be said of a proposed cession to 
her by Spain—of Louisiana !!—&c what is she to give for these magnificent 
acquisitions?—her mediation with Austria respecting Parma, which as yet 
has produced nothing; her mediation with Brasil, who having the support of 
England, will not accept it, & her mediation with the revolted colonies which 
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must needs laugh at her. But Mr. Tertischeff is adroit, & the king in his 
weakness imagines that if he has the great Emperor Alexander for his friend, 
he has nothing to fear. There is an under cabinet here called by contempt 
“catnarilla’' (little chamber) composed of individuals neither great nor wise, 
but very servile. These inferior persons the king delights to talk with, & to 
put confidence in; they control even the measures of ministers, & keep them 
in awe; here Mr. Tertischeff has established his authority, & there is no say¬ 
ing how far by this influence he may be able to lead his majesty. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to the Acting Secretary 
of State of the United States ‘ 

Washington, April i8, 

Sir: By the information which has been transmitted to me by His Maj¬ 
esty’s consul at Baltimore, in relation to the legal steps taken by him for the 
seizure of the pirate Congreso, Captain Almeyda, and the attachment of her 
cargo, it appears that the court of Baltimore county has declared itsincora- 
petency to take cognizance of this cause, on the plea that the Congress had 
not the power to alter the mode pointed out by the constitution, in which 
similar causes are heard and decided in the Supreme Court of the United 
States; from which decision it follows that no State judge, or justice of the 
peace, has power to arrest any individual for a violation of the laws of this 
republic. I will not permit myself {to indulge in] any reflection upon the 
form of law which may be laid down for cases of this nature, nor upon the 
powers which are, or are not, within the competency of the IvCgislature; but 
I cannot the less express to you my surprise that the States' attorney has 
not given the direction recommended by the laws to an affair which, in addi¬ 
tion to the justice due to the subjects of His Catholic Majesty, so essentially 
interested the honor of the United States, by the violation of its statutes, its 
treaties, and its neutrality with foreign nations. 

The result of all which is, that the pirate Almeyda is at full liberty; that his 
vessel, the Congreso, is released from attachment; and that he is free to land, 
and place in safety, the fruits of his piracies; that, during several weeks, he 
has had thirty hands at work upon his vessel, sheathing her with copper, 
making new sails, and giving her a thorough repair; and that there is an ap¬ 
pearance that he will profit by the first favorable wind to put to sea, and 
continue with greater fury his atrocities and piracies, before the suit can be 

’ American State Papers, Foreign Relalions, IV, 193. 
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instituted in the court which is now designated, if effectual measures be not 
taken to prevent him. 

I therefore hope that you will be pleased to lay the foregoing subject before 
the President; and I doubt not that, animated by his desire to preserve the 
friendship which happily subsists between Spain and this republic, he will 
adopt those measures which appear to him most suitable to prevent the 
evasions employed to obstruct the course of justice, and burden the United 
States with an indemnification for injuries of such magnitude, occasioned to 
the subjects of the King, my master, by reason of the non-observance of the 
treaty which exists between the two nations. 


1066 

Luis de Onis^ Spanish Minister to the United States, to Richard Rush, Acting 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, April ig, 1817. 

Sir: Although I was persuaded that the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 
relative to the preservation of the neutrality of the United States, in addi¬ 
tion to the treaty of friendship, limits, and navigation, existing between 
Spain and this republic, and to the act of 1797, which prescribes the mode of 
pursuing the violators of the laws of this republic, would exempt me from 
again calling your attention, by new reclamations, to the injuries which the 
subjects of the King, my master, incessantly experience from the privateers 
armed in the ports of this Union, the annexed copies of notes which His Maj¬ 
esty’s consul at Norfolk has addressed to the States’ attorney, and to the 
collector of the customs, and the answer which he received from the latter, 
show you that nothing is sufficient to put a stop to the evil of which I have so 
often complained to this cabinet.^ 

^American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 193. ^ .0 

* The enclosed documents to which reference is made, reprinted from American State 
Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 193-7, follow: 

Ro, I. —Antonio Argote Villalobos, Spanish Consul at Norfolk, to Charles K. Mallory, 

Collector of Customs at Norfolk 

Norfolk, April 10, 1817^ 

Sir; I found it my duty, on a former occasion, to make an official application to you, 
in the case of the armed schooner Potosi, Captain Chase, said to be acting under a 
commission from the pretended Government of Buenos Ayres, (where, by the by, she 
had never been,) but which had been fitted out, armed, and equipped in the port of 
Baltimore, to cruise against the subjects of Spain, contrary to the law of nations, and 
in violation of the neutrality of the United States, their laws, and stipulations m the 
eidsting treaty between the two nations, concluded on the 27th October, 1795 * and m 
opposition to the intentions of the Government, manifested in the President’s procla- 
^ mation of the ist September, 1815, and since more fully displayed by the act of Con¬ 
gress passed on the 3d March ultimo, entitled '‘An act more effectually to maintain 
the neutral relations of the United States." 
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By diH'iimrfnH yon will n<ilwithf»tanding the prcKifu |>reMml«j by 
Don Antonio Arg«ar \“iIlalidKm, that the pirates 1 tukpendenfm tM Sud and 

I tla «ca tioubi, fir. but that ycm j>a,rtieipatu in the iruiigniitsun wliirh rvrry hwitit 
ritiifijrrb d*t_tlir hiwlriii the grmly rafMcity, 41 ml, in many 

horrid I'rnrliirm i4 ihim of sea tlepmliitors, who, tjein| for ihr mmi pari riii«nii4 
the T^tnlrtl States, arr a cli^rare to this country: hut still, you clid fiot think y«»ur«^ll 
authoriird lo mirrfrrr, though in your rejily, dated the l6ih of l>erewl-»ef yliimo, you 
esprewd that you wouhl take care in that, m In other rasri, to that ihr laws of 
the IlniirtI Htair® and other rrguliiticms of the fknTrnmrni are dutyvet!, 
tfn|M*lled a|4tfi by duly, and relying on the awurarice yu»i t|uoirdl in yosir said let* 
trr *»f I hr leith of I.lrc'rinln*r ultimo, I do niyiferdf tlte honor of tiddrrmaing the 
rrit letter, to rrf|ue»t you to intrrfH>se your authority for the «:»? driamhii iht 

armed brsg Indr^mirmm dd Sud.^im the Mamm^ln^ curnmantlrd by |aw« tTwyw, 
an«l ihr mlimmer 4/farrl«i, n/bii the Hemp, C’aptain C»rriinofd%, ls«ah whkh 
vr*«rls have tirrti armed and tHjuipjird in this country, in vhiklifiri f4 fhr law td i«« 
the firutralitv. law?4, rsj4it’if stipulalions, and ftrofrmwnl intrn!*«»fi!» i4 ihr Ckiv* 
erriffiirnt of ihr f'oiird Staler and are romnuindrd, and prim ipally itwiinrd, by 
ritimis thrrrol. 

As ihrw* of all law preietnl to shield iheir conduct under a e»!ntifniwa*fi froni 

a Ck»vrrnmrnl the rs»?»frnrr of wliich in not acknowlrilgrtl by lh«^ m any oilier caviliittl 
roiinfry, it Wco«ir*i for me to call your ailrruion to the fourimiih arii«*kc4 

fin? trraly rioftiiiig iNr-twrrn .^|i4iin and ihk muniry, by whkh v^hi wdl find that ii rars* 
f^r^ly lofbsddrfi In the ciit/ens ami nulijerts i4 either nation, rrafur*'lively, to lakr any 
rommi^ion Irsmi any |»rincr or stale with which thr other nation %hall W at war, «ftd 
WM'h a» wdl lake surli a ci»mnu»siim wrr iiunidmble a^ inratra ilir pirrngih r4 

this arlirle, and in vitidkalion c4 the laws and honor of fW rnited State*, I mtm s«lk4l 

? ?fHi to put a to the Itinher Jtrooeethngs t4 lhr«* frreUi«»lrf*, and lu 4rtrf llwfti 
torn ||oing cm In thrir rriminal rtnirse to the great drtritmml of the rorwin^rre f4 
# fiatmii in iftiily with this rouniry, and to tnr anmiyanrr of the |»rarra|i|r rsuiw^rkl 
subiw'ls i4 all other natuws. I must further wdkat you to siti|» ilirw? vrwrb, tm 
gfcnmd that they have in this f«in inifiroveij their ri|yif»mrfil and rofi»i4efal4y iwf« 
mrfiled ihrir rrrw's, tiy erdkiing several individuate, rotiirary to flir «4d «n «4 lc»» 
frem of thr |d of March ultimo; which rnlistnient h the imire 

nw»f t4 thr indivkiwak mi enlkiril are known to lie rilimis t4 tlir# rstufiiry. I ibw 
»4k‘il you So tsop and kerp in your fM.w»e«ioii rertain sioirn ftartirly* i wliinml 

and indigo* wfwh I am l«il*l are now in the rusto^ly t4 the ru»!oi»t'li*iii«? timlef ytw 
flirwtion, riwrvifig to fnyM»lf iiriive tirrraftrf the true fawners f4 Ihii |.wcifirriy. I 
must ad?l the m|ur«r Co lie furnistied with a copy c4 thr rnlry of maniirtf i4 iI«p 
O f arlk'lrm ii4 nirirhandiir iitijiortrtl by, and landrd at this $1011 from, llie «kl rruiwm. 

In rhmng this Irltrr, I cannot forWar rxisr'r^ming a lm|ir that ytm will givr so Sbte 
applicasnm all Ihr atsentkm whkh the nature of thr «#r rr*|uirrt. and shal y«m will nm 
dewy yotif answer, from the tenor c4 whkh I »hall regulaSr my rwmlmt* «j m lu 
mywif of dial «liiiy to ?ny King and muntry imt«»ed upm itw m w«ll by my i^icr m by 
risy jWMmal fw'lings. 

With great rrs}H?ct, I renmtn, Irtc.). 

N^, . Animiii *4r|r4c Sp^msk Cmsml ol N»rfdk„ ia Wiiimm ihitmt 

/I #/ ihs Umi^d M Hukmmd 

Ap*d 10 , 

Sir: ITir rnclo^l ii a mjty of m oiictal letter whkh I Have addrrww»f| ilt» day to 
the rcdlcf'ior r4 the custoriii t4 this fiort. 

Am there is no cpirstkm but that thr Cmvernniefit i4 the llfiitr*i blaira Iwmod to 
imrikli r4 ihcir ritimii a«, in deftancc of mil law* have conimiifrtl 
a friendly nalkm, and also to arrett them in their progrw when iliey art? mmi within 
iheir juri-idirliwi prrimring la continue their ndarkmi rourw; and as it m In fmt 
tece, m dbirkt atornry, to sw that the kwi t4 the Unbn are duly kith ki 

ihi puiikhmeni c4 rrinieiand in the prevention of them, ! make ll^ same apiilnaSuMi to 
you llial I hivt nia«k to the coll^lor, miuettini you, in ilie iianw* «4 my C««vf*fntsieni 
mud the wiersng subjects c4 SjMtn, to Imm such proce#» m will «kitf Janies VhMfU^ 
and Captain C.ke«m4<li, their ofhcers and orewi, mr^tly Attieriraii from gidng 

mil «4 ihm |wl to renew iheir depferlations on Sfiimkii ml the mnm inm thmi 

I leave it lu your dtitrelkm to insfitute any further proc«dinii that Ih# natmw *4 Ih* 
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Allawia were iKjth (liivil aut at Baltimore; that their captains, Chaytor and 
<»rennaltb» are American dtii;ens» an well as their crews; that both the one 

already ciJitmiinetl tfiay atlinit of, md of which I ihall furnish proofs in due 
time, I mmi alw request you to secure, in Inthalf of the true owners of the stolen prop¬ 
erty which cm lie cimw at, namely, a parcel of cochineal and indigo, landed by these 
privateersmen at this |«irt, anti saul to be now in the custo<ly of the custom-house. 

I horw*, sir, tlmt yau will the rirtqrriety of my applying to you in the prc^nt in¬ 
stance, ami that you will do me the favor to answer this letter, apprising me of the 
counse ytm mean to adtipt, for my information, and to enable me to give proper in¬ 
telligence tti rny minister. 

I remain, (etc,). 

iVe, j. Ckurks K, C^iatwr ejf Customs at Narfdk, to Antotiio ArgoU VUlalabos, 

CoHMtd at Norfolk 

NuKroi.K, April //, 1817, 

Sirj I ha«l the honor to rrtTtvr your note of yesterday, in relation to the two armed 
v«»ts now lying in this |tort, under the flag of the Cmvernment styling itself **the 
Bnilrrl rrovinrr*ii of the rivrr Plate/* the «me calletl Independentia del And, and the other 
AUmela. You rerpufe me to detain the#e ves^b ujam the grounds that, in violation of 
the kw of nafitms, the nriurality, laws, eisplirit stipulations, and firofesmJ intentioni of 
the (kivernment of the Uniirtl Kiiites, they have lH*en armed and equipfied “in this 
wuntry, and are rommandrtl ami prinrijMilly irwirmed by ciiiyatns thereof’*; that, under 
the fourteenth article i4 the treaty liriwmt Spain and this courury, they are pirates; 
and that, in vioktkm of the art of C ongres^ ni the 3 d March last, '^more effectually to 
jn^^rvr the neutral rektimm of the Unileil Slates/* “they have in this t^ort improved 
their tH|ui$ntrerit, and ronwlerably aupmentwl their crew, by enlisting several individ¬ 
ual/* In reply to whk h, I rrmreive »l pfo|ier only to reirmrk, that these vc»eli have 
not liern unnolRrd by me, and that, in my conduct towards them, I shall endeavor, m I 
have done, to cili^rrve that ctmm which my oflirial dutii^ apjiear to me to have pre- 
« ritmi In pursuing which, that 1 may have the aid of every light io guide me which 
facta can afffird, and the allegafkm» tbui made by you in an ofhcial form must be pre¬ 
sumed to lie krttamed on imilive facta, which have come to your knowletlge, you will 
have the gwKint^, 1 lru#t, to furnish me, with as little delay as jHRisible, with the evi¬ 
dence id their esdatence in your jMriseiwbn. 

In re«f^t to the nw^rcharidi« landed from these veweb, am! dtqKmited in the public 
which you refiuest me to retain in my custmly for proofs to lie obtained by you as 
to the tiwnefi of it, I have to observe, that the circumstiinces tif the case, as far as they 
ire at firrient known lo me, rto not seem to rtftiuire that I shouhi lake tqKin myself the 
fet|>amtibility; on the contrary, that tht»e goocb should be regarded ai the property of 
tho« who dr|K»lted them, aubjet:t to lie delivered to them, on complying with all the 
requisites of the lawi for the j^'irotec^tbn of the public revenue. 

^ There was no regular nmnifeiit or entry of these ariides, or a copy of it should be fur¬ 
nished to you, according to your rwiueat; but simply m memorandum of them, and a 
weipt of the keeper of the public store, from which it appears that there were ninety- 
two IriIc^ or jmmge« of cochineal, jalap, and varilla, consisting chiefly of the flrit- 
mentitmed article. 

I am, Irtc.). 

Na* 4.--Antomo Argots VUlaJtfboM, Spanish €ons$d of Norfdki to Charks K* Mallory^ Collector 

of Cmtoms at JvorfdM 

Nomolk, April r^r 18x7 . 

Sir; I have the honor to acknowletlge the ret*eipt of your letter of yesterday, in an- 
iwrr to mine of the day liefore, soliciting you to cletain the privateera indepenaenria dd 
Sud and Altapda, on the grounds that tho#e vessels have been originally armed and 
equiptwi in this country, and are now commanded and principally manned by citizens 
of the llnital States, and liecause they have in this fiort improved their equipment, and 
augmenletl their crews by enlistment; and further, soliciting you to retain in your pos- 
pmion, and not to re^ddivtf to thota privateersmen, certain articles of stolen goods 
now under your custody; in reply to which you are pleaied to observe, that tho^ ves¬ 
sels have not been unnotiml by you, and that you shall endeavor to observe, with re¬ 
gard to them, that counir which you think your official duties prescribe to you; reouest- 
mg me, at the same time, to furnish the evidence to prove the facts that I have set forth, 
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and the other have received commissions, and cruised under a foreiRn flag, 
against the Spanish commerce; that they were tlum strengthening their 

In order that you inay have the aid of every light to gukk you; and* hnally, yon «il«rrvr 
that, from the circuimtancet of the cmi, you do not think you ought to lakr uinm your ^ 
mdf to retain jK»m!Wion of the prc}|;)erty al>ove mentionetii of whkii you givr a ilrwriptiorj 
in general terma, 

with regard to the evidence you require, I will not hwitate to wy that, m chr fart# I 
have itated are matter of nubhc notoriety, known to every \m\\\ and I had no rrason 
to iuppeme that you were ignorant of them, 1 did not deem it im utnl«*m u|i»ai mr in 
add any proof to the iimple narration of them; and I wa8 corifitirrit that* In tm li# 
mrint out to you the stipulations and laws which are infringed m rcmwiuriifr i 4 
facts, you would think yourm‘lf authorised to interfere in the matuirr rrqiirBtrd. ^ 

I will a»ertr sir, sis a known fact, that the brig, now callwi M Sud, k 

the »me ve»el which was formerly known under the name the Mimm&ik pfivaiw, 
belonging to Biiltimure, armed and eauipfml in that j>ori, from whirh abr »adn| tsmter 
the comrmnd of the same (.‘Imytor who wiill commamls her; that itie very »4wr |ani« 
C’haytof was necemirily then, and cannot have ceased wnrr to lie* a niwm ifw 
Uniterl States; is settletf, and hat a family in Baltimore, whenre wife r^mr tiawn a 
few days ago in the tmeket Walter Gray, and is now in this town cm a visit lo lirr hii»l«nd; 
that he has enliatetl men in this tmrt, many of whom are not mi olwurr m not to Im 
generally known. 1 will mention, as an eicample, Mr. Young, of PoriwiHHifh, mlmm 
now acting as first lieutenant rm I'Kmrd the saiel brig. I will a.t a fan that ihe 

Altmda is the very schtmner known before under the name of the H^mp, fbr mnw that 
underwent a trial for piracy before the fecleral court in this Stale, that her |*iricoi cian- 
mander, ('attain (irennobfs, is a native of one of the nrighlatring mni vrry well 

known in this place; nnd, finally, that this vewel hm tieen at one of ihr wharws #hrf4nf 
her cop|>rf, which I call an improvement in her equipment, 

If theiie public Carls, falling within the knowledge of every indivKlual. ft^iuire uwr 
proof than the public notoriety of them, I must retjurst to Ite irif*irmr4 m i« the rwiwr 
of tlmt prtHjf; ariil, alio, whether you are not warranleti to art ufstm |ii*t e 4 m»^ 

pkion, wiiliout that fHwitive evicfence which k ordy rm.wiary a rs#ufi of 

RestM!c*tinff the profierty which I have solicitetl you to stop, m you irnii not lo ihink 
yourwlf authorimi no to do, I must olmerve to you that, by shr law in gnirfal 
m this and other rountriet, proj-iertyin suspicious handskfrr*|ur«ily»l«|s|mj,^nd I will 
go further, and assert that tnere is no doubt of the gmMls in qurftikm fti« 4 en 
or wlmt, by way of softening the expression, are calle«l pri^e ami all *«ili |^«#|firfiy 

hitherto brought into this country try this sort of miisetii ha# a«liu«lprd by ibr Ird^ 
eral court# itolen pro^rerty, and has Ireen orderetl to lie rrmttiriwi! lo ihr riililful awnrfs. 
1 do, therefore, nu»t solemnly lay claim to thb proj'ierty in Isehalf ol ihr kwlul tiwncfs* 
who, I mu confident, will, at no diitant pertml, come forward lhetfw*lvr^ firmand $1. 
and I hereby raierve to them their rights ururnfmired, to sue and rcco^w Iroiti wliraw- 
Pc.K?ver they may l>e entitled to claim under the law of natkws, and in rmibwmily lo ibr 
sixth lifid ninth articleiof the treaty between Spain and ihi# a^untry, roftcly«fel«»the 
a7th of Otolrer, 1795, and under any other law that may make In iWlr 

I will now conclude by exprewitng a hojie that, upon a tlwirmiih vkw ibr s^ubiect, 
you will consider it consistent with the duti» of your offiie 10 irretle to my MdWtatkw 
for the relief of the injured subjexta of Strain, and to irreveni a numlrcf «rf lm4 dlimmt4 
this country from committing further tfepredattoni on their ramntrrrr. 

I remain, |eic.l. 

Na. 5 .— K, MaUary, Cdkelar of Cmttm$ at Narfdk, ia Antmm 

S^ni$h €m$d at Narfmk 

/4, ifiy. 

Sir: I have lutd the honor to receive your letter of the uth initant, and haw bwlowtd 
upon it all the attention which the limited time albwed me wmiW acimil 
From the view I have taken of the facta, as now stated by you* whkh It m to \m prt- 
iuir^ ore to be regarded ai ipecifi-cationi under the more fmwml char^ mt f«tli l« 
your letter of the mth instant, I muiit rmlly confer I do not at pr«®iii m$ 
auMckot to juitify the stet^ you require me to take amin«t the arnwl now In ihk 

port, and the merchandise which has been permitted to be kmled from them, and de» 
pelted In the public store. 

You iwert, m known facts, that the brig now callid the indepei^mm id k the 
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armament and increasing their crew; and, funally» that the same collector, 
who acknowledgcH they bring no manifest (registro) of the articles they have 


Mme that mm ftjrrtmriy kri<»wn uncl«»r the name of the Mammoth privateer, t>a* 

longing to Baltimore, arme<l and equifijmi in that |>art, from which she sailed under the 
command of the same Jamw C'hayttir who still coniinaiuk her. That this very same 
James Idiayior was ncs enwrily then, an«i cannot have eeaml since to Ik% a citizen of the 
United States; is trilled, and has a family in Baltimore, whence his wife cama clown a 
few days ago in the jairkel Walter 6 Vuy, and is now in this town on a visit to her hus» 
Imml That he has enlbttHl men in thin jwrt, iminy of whom are not so ohacure m not 
to Im generally known; and you mention, a» an instance, Mr. Young, of Portsmcmth, 
who you allegi? Is now acting m first lirutenant on iKsird the brig. You further awert 
m a fart, '*that the Altapelu \% the very Mme w“hw>ner which was krmwn under the name 
cjf the Ramp, the same that underwent a trial for piracy liefore the federal court in this 
Slate; that her comnmntler, C'apuin Grennohls, i» a native of one cd the neighboring 
towns, ami i« very well known in this place.** And, finally, that this vessel has been ai 
one of the wharves altering her cop(>ef, which you call an improveiticnt in her equip* 
ment. 

Now, sir, supiKMing the^ fac:ts to Ije what you affirm they are, nuitter of am great 
public notoriety to recjuirt any thing like demonstration; do they prove so clearly that 
the bri|; now callpl Inmpendemm del Sud was originally fitted out m this country to aicl 
the lirmed lYovinrrs of the river Hate in their struggle for intlejHmdence? that James 
Chayior, a citizen of the Ibdted Stairs, ii»urued the command of her with that sittctn- 
tion, under a commiwion from that Ciovrrnment, in the jKirt of Baltimofe? and that he 
emHmrmed hii rruhe against the vmels of the subjecris of Ilis Catholic Majesty, with 
whom the thutf^il States are in amity, from that iKiri? On the contrary, do they not, 
with wiuiil or greater certainty, lend to show that this brig, which you acknowleilge was 
(mmeriy the MammM |>fivairer. Iielon^iip to Baltimore, wits fittetl out during tne late 
war lM*tw‘«*rn this country and C#frat Britain, to cruiM* against the vemcis td the subjet‘ta 
of His Britannic Majesty; that she was then under the comnmml of, and prol^ably owned 
in whole or in [Mift by, the said James Chaytor; that on the itTmiruiikm of that war, the 
owners of the said vei^l, having a right to dwjKwe of her where^Kver and to whormo* 
ever they thought fit, mity have sent htff under the commami of the Sitid James Cdmytor, 
from Baltinwe to Buenoi Ayrn, where she may have Ijeen purrhami by the tiovern- 
meni of that plmre, and put ujmn their naval nialdidiment, ami that the same James 
ChiyU>f might timn antf ther$ have accepted the ctimmission apjjoiniing him to the 
commmnd of her? I wish not to lie under»liK«! m contertiling that thb was the but 
that it m mn inferenrt which may be fairly detluml from the faiis as sjietdfied by you. 
The logdKiok and other documenti which I have In my |K»#eiMikm seem, inoreover, to 
corrolKiraie this view of the subject. It apfiears from them that she is a public armed 
vf«el. not a privateer, and emntmfmd her iruiM from Buent^ Ayres under the orde« erf 
that ikivemmtnt (be it whatever you may pieaic to term it) in May, 1 H 16 . Whether 
the laid Jamw Ghaytor had the untfer such circumstance, to atrept the aitnmtih 
iltm or not; or whether, when he lai W from Baltimore, tmng then a citizen of the United 
Stttw, he cannot ^lave since ceased to lie one, aiifiears to me plainly and simpiy the 
question: has 1 dtixen of the United States the right to expatriate hirwelf, and enter the 
service of a foreign Power not at war with his native country? A question which it is 
not my province to dtacuis, but about which, I apprehend, there can be but little doubt 
In this country, whatever be the antiquated notions mevaillng upon the subjwt in the 
old (kivernrnerUi of Eurofie. His having a wife in BaUimore, and her coming to see him 
hare, dtJi^ not aptmr to me to affect the case at all; inasmuch as nothing k more common 
than for foreigners to have mvm here, nativei of the country; m illustrious instance of 
which might be given. 

With rmimei to the facts assumed by you, of the enllitment of men in tbit port, of 
which you mention Mr. Young at an evidence, suffice it to say, that from intimations I 
had received anterior to the duite of your latter, I had determined to make the profier 
inquiries, and to be satisfied ujxjn this point before those vwsels are permitted to sail, 
and shall l>e governed by the fMult; although it does not appear altogether perfectly 
c^ain that such an augmentation of their force m interdictea by the act of Congress of 
the 3 d of March last, which, being a law highly penal in its nature, will admit ol no lati¬ 
tude of canstruction. Permit me to **m^sarU/* that this Mr. Young is by 

birth an Evnglbhman, served several y^rt in the British navy, several in ours, and, I 
mppm^t hai now an eciual right, provided it be not done in a manner to violate the lavm 
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on board from any authority or port, known or unknown, thereby evidently 
proving that they were stolen on the high seas, refused to arrest this pro|K*riy, 

of the United Statei, to enter into the service of the C^vernfnent mllitsg «He 
"United Provincea of the river Plate,” or any other Ctovemment th^it will mrtvr him. 

With respect, also, to the vei»ei called the AUmdu, ataerted by you to the very 
schooner formerly known by the name of the Kmnp, and trietl for pirary, I 10 

remark, that this vessel furnishei a strong argument arain^t you; after a lull in- 
vestigatiori of all the charget against her, auptiorted, m I believe they were, by mnm of 
her mm crew, she was acquittml, m well as the commander of her* H«,|uire Fbh, wl'iti had 
previously been an officer in the navy of the United States. The wme remark will 
with eciual force to her present commander, Captain (irenricilds. 

Upon the subject of the fact lastly statet! by you, of the imjjrovrmerii in^ ibr rtpip* 
ment of this vessel at one of our wharves, i have to observe that, on the arriviil lirrr 4 
these vetieli, I had them examined, and an inventory of their iirnyittK?««* 

&c. taken; and before their deimrture I shall cause a re»»urvey tti im nude* with a 
to ascertain whether they have undergone, in any re^twet, any alieraikm* fwohibhrd tiy 
the laws of the United States, I cannot agree with you, However, that a mrfr 
of her copper, rendered net'oisary, fHTha|w, by mmir damiigen which I yfidrr»ia»d were 
sustained m the bottom of the vewel, can fie considere«l m an im|wvritirnt "'ifi her 
equipment.” 

As for the merchandise which you solemnly lay claim to,” In l»rliall 

whom you term the lawful owners, which you asfiert **there is no doubt c4 Imng «io|efi, 
or what, by way of softening^ the exprmian, are ralfetl pii:** goods,” I ran *Mily my, that 
I neither ofBcmIly nor indivitlually have any claim to it whatsoever. It is only 
ited in the public store for safc'^keeuing, to guard against injury, as in cHhrr raart* wliich 
might result to the revenue* of the UnitcHl States; and I »ee na rea.scwt, from aity iliitii y 0 ii 
have advanced, to change the opmiori extiresied in my last uptw the sulii«“f. I know id 
no decisiona, such ixn you sjfieak of, in Ine federal courts, adjudging mhe to bt 

“stolen profierty, and ordering it to Im* restored to the rightful ownen*/ If ibrr« lir mf 
such decisions, they only grUo show^that it m by smk ui^h^rily mdy, and noi by atiy slial 
I possess^ that the articles in question can l«* detained or rrstoretl. 

Having thus, sir, gone through the different tofiics [»rr#ented by you b»r my 
tion, I shall eonclucft by awurmg you it ditl not ret|uirr any thing you havr f#ui 

to me to remind me of any duty which the drcunmtanrrs of llu» caw havr refolewl* or 
may render, it incumbent on me to j>erform, 

lam, (etc.J. 

No. d.^Anlanio Argote Villalobos, Spanish Consul ai NoHMt io Charles K. 

of Cmimns of Norfm 

NagriH.K, A^ i|* #Ii; 

Sm: I have received the letter which, in answer to mine of the t Jth Inslani, you «li«l uw 
the honor to addre« to me yesterday. 

Without denying any of the facts, on the Mrengthof which I your inirt* 

position to prevent two armed vti^els now In this tnirt, eommandwl m4 
manned by citbens of the Uniterl States, from Mllying f««rth la renew ilirit Klc|#i»k!Ksn* 
upon the commerce of Sfmin, you state that you do not mm iuhkknl ground* im 
pmg those vessebj or the merclmnditt landM from them, and now in d#|K«iii« in ilw 
public storehouse m this place. 

I do not mean to enter, on the pretent ocemston* Into a tnliiuta dw"u.»k»tt a| ibe mrrtd 
reasons you assign for the line of conduct whkh you think firotjer la pum» in tin* 
because I think it sufficient for me to transmit capital my caffetjHincIcnci? with m 
my C.k>vernmfnt, through the channel of the minbler plenlpotentkry til Hti 
Majesty in this country. Still, you will permit me to arivert to that part of y«nir 
raent, i,mri>orting that it la not m clearly proved that Chaytor's views on leaving 
more with the armed vmel under ht« command, were to cruise agminst lb** Mibittit f4 
Sj^in under a commi»an from the pretendkd Govmimetit ol the Hv#r Pkir« u|ir-ifi 
which I will remark, that it is no longer nK«ary to form conjecture mtHnti ilir 
intention® of men, when facts and overt acts have already fully devekqml tWu rvil 
purposes. Thus, whether James Chaytor, in going out erf Baltlrtwe wiili ilir arum! 
vemlf ttill under his comnmnd, had hostile views against the tuhjects nl H|»am* a mum 
m amity with this country, is sufBciently solved by the ha*iiliiie« which he hm airrady 
committed, and still intends to comnut, in the iurm mssdf againii the sakl 
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unqucitionably stolen* to hold it at the disposal of the owners, who might 
prove their claims; and to detain the vessels, which, in manifest violation of 
the laws of tins republic, and, akwe all, of the act of Congress of the 3d of 
March, are there preparing to return to their cruise. 

I shall abstain from fatiguing you further u\m\ a subject to whidi I have 
so often claimed your attention and that of the President. I flatter myself 
that the transmission of the prcK*eeding8, such as they have been transmitted 
to me, and the eluchlation aflortled by the annexed copies, will l>e sufficient 
to induce the President to acknowledge the urgency of adopting measures 
really elTectual, at once to pm an end to these piracies; otherwise His Maj¬ 
esty will not be able to in a cuniinuance of thm* excesses, a confirmation 

I muit ulmj ^lluwrtl tn ncuice thut fmrt of your argument, **tbat, wltatever may be 
the aniUiuattctl ruaiani iwrevnUktg ujMirt ihr iuhjfct in the old (kivemmerUi of Europe, 
there h little dcnibt io irui iImhii the question whether a eiikem of the United 

Statei has a right to himself, md niter the service of a foreign Power not at 

war with hla riative country.'* ^ In thb you certainly ipjieaf la me to have »et up a mere 
ipeculative opinion in op|H»itlan to a tHmittve law. namely, the Mipulatbns in the four¬ 
teenth article of the treaty with Sjmln, hy whkh the tinited Slates have solemnly 
plttlgerl themselves not to permit their dtiieitii to accept wmmiidoni from any prince or 
ttate at war with Spain, for the purjKJte of rruwng against her iubjecis. and to punish as 
pirates such of their said citizens as will art ranirary to that stipulation. 

With regard to the srHmmer formerly the Rmnp, which ve»el, you say, 

‘'furnishes a strong argument agiifwl me,“ l>rrau»e, although trieti for piracy, she WM 
not actually condemrmi, I cannot avoid remarking, that iinre the time when she etoipM 
meriteti condemnation, and Her commander and crew condign punisliment, she has 
out rruising with the armament and mmmiiibtt she imik out from this country; (It m 
pretty well aictrtainetl that she has never been at liuentw Ayres;) and that, in every 
she is evidently a pirate, under the true meaning and intent of the said Umr^ 
fcitfUh article of the treaty with Sriain; and dial her said cormtuuitler and crew are actu¬ 
ally engag^ in piritical pursuit*, m which coufi» it beliwive# the constituted authcarki« 
of this country to stop them when within their jurisdiclbn and completely in their 
power. 

Nor cm I forbear to observe, befort I dlimw the iuhject, that theself-ityW Cbvem- 
mtnt of the United Proviticet of the river Pkte will gain very link “in their struttk foe 
bdej^endence** by commiMbning such a gang of grmly freebooters, the scum of this and 
other muntries, who, cifing little for the fate of that cleludeti people, aedte. by their 
voracioui apf>etite for plunaer, the bdignatbn not only of the {>e 0 pte of Spain, but Of the 
honest and gtKKl of all other nations. 

I will now' conclude, sir, by repeating my iolkitatlans and atweribni contained in my 
tetters of the foth and nth instant, and by aotemnly |^ot«ting, in the name of my 
wvereign, against f>ermiltmg a number of ckimis, now within their juriidtetbn, and 
under their controL to go out to cruiie agtlnit the commerce of Spain, and to renew their 
hc^tilittes against her subjeeti; and I do nlm pruft^ against aeliverlng back to them 
eeruiin articles of merchandise, dm^il^d hy you in general term® In your tetter of the 
I ith instant, which articte* of merchandbe are obviously taken from Sf^anish subjects, 
contrary to tew, and wfK^ially contrary to the fourteenth articte of »ld treaty with 
Strain, and which, from the tenor of the sixth and ninth swrtktet of the mme treaty, 
ou|ht to be retained in behalf of the lawful owntm 

T am [etc.]. 

f,-^Charks iC. Mdhry^ Cdkcl&f of Cmkm$ of Nmfdk, te .dnteiw Argak ViUalob&St 

Sp&fdih CmMid N&r;fdk 

Norfolk, AprU xs, xBxy. 

Sm: I have been honored with your letter of to-day. in answar to mine of yesterday, 
and am perf^ly pleased that our conmpondmm hat teiuad in a ctetermination on your 
part to transmit copies of k to your (jMowiimeiit, through its minister in this country. 

I have nothing further to add on my fmrt, but a^urancet of the respect with which 
I am tele.}. 
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of the assurances which the President has given me of his desire amicably to 
adjust, by means of a treaty, all the differences pending between the two 
Governments, and to strengthen the friendly relations with His Majesty by 
new arrangements mutually advantageous to both states; nor the pledge 
which I have already given him, that if the above-mentioned act of the 3d of 
March did not repair the evils suffered by his subjects until that period, it 
would at least prevent those by which they were threatened in future. 

I renew [etc.]. 
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l,uis de OniSy Spanish Minister to the United States^ to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

i 

Philadelphia, July p, 181^. 

Sir: I am under the necessity of calling your attention, and that of the 
President, to what has occurred at Baltimore, in relation to the two privateers 
or pirates which have lately entered the bay of Chesapeake, and now are 
within the proper limits of the State of Maryland; the one commanded by 
Captain Taylor, md the other by Captain Stafford. It is notorious that 
these privateers, manned and armed in the ports of the Union, sailed on a 
cruise against the Spanish commerce, and have returned to the waters of 
Maryland with a part of the plunder and booty they have taken on board of 
Spanish and Portuguese vessels. 

For the due conviction of this outrage, the necessary orders or warrants 
were sent, at the request of the consul of His Catholic Majesty in Baltimore, 
to the marshal of that city, to proceed to the arrest of the aforesaid privateers, 
and for its execution a gun-boat was granted by the collector of the customs. 
All this, however, was in vain; the marshal gave no effect to the orders issued 
for this arrest; and His Majesty’s consul, seeing that eight days had passed 
without the marshal taking a single step to fulfil the orders he was charged 
with, called upon him, and claimed their execution; upon which he replied, 
categorically, “that he was unwilling to proceed to the arrest of the said 
privateers, because it was not his duty to execute it, except they had entered 
the port of Baltimore; but by no means in the bay, although within the 
district of the State.” The consul lately applied to the district attorney, 
complaining of this conduct; and he acknowledged that indeed it was very 
extraordinary, but he took no steps to remedy it, or to enforce the observance 
of the laws of the United States in a case of so scandalous an example. These 
facts speak for themselves, and the mere statement of them is sufficient to 
make you and the President thoroughly sensible of the monstrous conse- 

^ American State Papers^ Foreign Rdations^ IV, 441. 
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quencea which the irregular conduct of this marshal may lead to. It is 
{wrfectly evident that the public treaty between Spain and the United States, 
and the late act of ('ongresa, sanctioned as a general law for the more strict 
observance of the neutrality of the same States with foreign Powers, are 
scandalously trampletl under foot in Maryland; and that the marshal, by 
formally tUsolK>ying the lawful authority of the Suite, and that of the General 
(iovernrnent of the I’nion, protetTetl the hostilities and piracies carried on 
against the trade of a nation in a state of ixtacc and amity with the United 
States. I cannot, therefore, do lera than to remonstrate in the name of the 
King, my master, against so manifest a violation of the neutrality of this 
rejjublic, of its laws, and of the treaty existing between the two Powers; and 
to reriuest that you will lie pleasetl to obtain of the President the most 
prompt and efletrtual ortlers to cause the marshal of Baltimore to do his duty, 
anil all requisite jusiii'e to the subjects of His Majesty. 

It is my duty, also, to call your attention and that of the President to the 
conduct of the adventurer. Sir (iregor Metiregor, who, since he was in arms 
with the bands of insurgents in the province of Venezuela, has come to these 
States, and lK*en constantly engagctl in enterprises to invade or disturb the 
tranquillity of His (’atholic Majesty's possessions in that part of the world. 
He lately recruiteil in Charleston a great numl>cr of adventurers, and among 
them several jiersons of note, viz: one Rouse, son of a colonel of that name, 
an inhabitant of that city; one Champion, who was a commissary in the 
service of the Unitcil States in the late war, and storekeeper of ordnance; 
one Heath, a lawyer of the same place; and many others whose names I pass 
over. He purchased, under a borrowed name, a brig of considerable burden, 
which he despatched with passengers to New Orleans on the ujth of last 
month: and on the following day he went on to Savannah in the stage, ac¬ 
cording to common report, to recruit more people. His subsequent pro¬ 
ceedings and hostile preparations in the bosom of this Union, against the 
pimessions of the Spanish monarchy, are notorious, and announced with a 
scandalous publicity in many papers of these States. I hope, then, that you 
and the President will apply the energy of your zeal for good order and the 
oljscrvance of the public laws, by restraining these excesses and vexations, 
which compromit the neutrality which the President has proposed to pre¬ 
serve in the dispute subsisting between the King, my master, and some of his 
provinces in rebellion, and render null, as you may imagine, the security in 
which the C^vernmentof His Catholic Majesty rests, in a reliance on the safe¬ 
guard of the said laws, and on that of the general principle of public good 
faith, which serve as the basis of the tranquillity and friendly intercourse be¬ 
tween the nations and governments of the world, 

I renew [etc.]. 
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Jos6 Fizarro, First Secretary of State of Spain, to George W. Brving, United 

States Minister to Spain ‘ 

[extracts! 

Palace, August if, 1817. 

Sir: In answer to your esteemed note of the 29th ultimo, and to conform 
with your wishes, I shall proceed to present you in this letter with rny ideas 
as to the plan of an arrangement which may at once terminate in a friendly 
way, with reciprocal utility, and without leaving seeds of discortl ft>r the 
future, all the questions pending between the two (Jovernments. . , . 

8th. It shall not be permitted that vessels employed in cruising an<l a>m- 
mitting hostilities against the Spanish Government and vassals, or their 
commerce, shall be armed or enter armed in the ports of the Gnitwl States; 
and the vessels and effects which such armetl vessels may take frojn the 
vassals of His Majesty, and which may be carried into the jurisdiction of the 
United States, shall be embargoed and secured by the authorities of the Kime. 
and definitively delivered to the minister or to the consul of His Majesty 
who may be at the nearest place, to hold at the clisposid of those who may 
prove that they are the legitimate owners. And for the i)ur|Hwe of prevent¬ 
ing and prohibiting clandestine armaments, which may lx; made in contra¬ 
vention of this stipulation, the United Stales promise to give the strictest 
orders to the officers to whom it belongs to watch over ami frustrate ail 
attempts of this kind, the United States obliging themselves to detain 
all suspected vessels, without permitting their deijarture till the suspicions 
respecting them shallhave been cleared up, ortill they have given Ixmds to the 
satisfaction of the respective consuls of His C'atholic Majesty, guarantying 
that they shall not commit such piracies and aggressions against the vassals 
of His Catholic Majesty, who, on his part, obliges himstdf to do the same in 
the ports of Spain with respect to the United States. 

9th. It being notorious that divers American citizens, in violation of the 
law of nations, and of the stipulations of the existing treaty, in its articles 9, 
12, 14, and 16, have occupied themselves for some time fmst in hostilities 
against the Spanish commerce and subjects, under the jiretext and cover of 
certain unknown flags; and that others, with equal irregularity, have carried 
and supplied arms, ammunition, and other aid to the relxjls of some Si»ani»h 
ultramarine provinces which are in a state of insurrection; several of the said 
citizens having gone to the extent of taking arms, and acting openly in sup¬ 
port of said insurrection. His Catholic Majesty does not doubt but that the 
Government of the United States, disapproving of the conduct of said in¬ 
dividuals, and animated by a spirit of justice, and of a religious ol»ervancc 
of the law of nations and of the treaty, will oblige itself, by an article of the 
^American State Papers, Foreign RelaUons, IV, 445. 
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present arrangemoit, to promulgate, and cause to be executed, decrees and 
ortlers, which may restrain and prevent such excesses in future: in which way, 
also, may be avoided the reclamations consequent cm the injuries occasioned 
by the same exccws. And His t'aiholic Majesty, in just reciprocity, wilt 
oblige himself,on his jxirt, tcj repre« and prevent,in the same form, whatever 
excesses of the same or a similar nature hb vasaals may lie guilty of, to the 
prejudice of the (kjvernmeiu and citizens of the I’nited States, or of their 
commerce. 


1069 

Ge&rge W, Brving, UniiM SkU$s Miitisier to S^i«, to /eil Ptmrre, Fir%t 

Secretary of State of Spain * 

{sxtxAa'sl 

MADKtD, 19, iStj. 

Sir: I have had the hcmor to receive your ex«?l!ency‘« letter of the 17th’ 
instant, in which you arc pleased to communicate to me the outline of such a 
plan of adjustment of the several questions existing In'tween the two (Wivern* 
merits as you Iwlicve to lie well calculated to eflectUiitc our common object of 
restoring a jierfect good understanding, and laying a foumiatkm for i>erfect 
harmony. . . . 

With res{jert to the eighth and ninth articles of your cxcellmcy’i project, 
I will only olwerve that no stipulatims can be neceiajiry. ITie I ’nite<l Siat« 
have done, and ctmlinue to do. all that their neutral {Kisition anti good faith 
can require: and where the existing laws of the country have l>een msufficimt, 
there new proviakms have lieen enacted, as you have seen by the law of 
t’ongr»a of March Jpl, (calk*! "An act more effetluaUy to preserve the neutral 
relations of the United States") which I have hiwl the honw to communicate 
to you. 

As to the alternative which your excellency pro}x>wsi. on the «uf^«wticm 
that your plan may not be accedetl to, of referring our difference* to the 
arbitration of other fiovemment*, it b certainly imnei^mary for me to assure 
you that I have no powers or instructions which can authoriae my speaking 
on the matter. 

Having, as I trust, now *aid enough to amvince your excellency that your 
proposab are wholly inadmiwnble, I refrain from a variety of other olmTva- 
tiems which your letter lias naturally suggested, (touring not to agitate 
questions which are only fit for dimniMiion where there b a pawibility erf 
eliciting from it the grounds of acoird. 

1 renew (etc.). 

• Amerimn State Papert, HdoHmi, IV, 449. 

*See above, |a. xui, tkxu loM. 
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George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

[extracts] 

Private. MADRID, August 37, 181^, 

Dear Sir: Since Mr. Pizarro has been in office he has several times ex¬ 
pressed to me his regret that the negotiation had been transferred to Wash¬ 
ington, & intimated his readiness to make a treaty here, if Mr. Onia should 
fail there. ... In our conference of the 35th he sfxike with a great 
degree of confidence as to limits, & an emotion rather excessive as to the 
encouragement which he supposes to be given by our government to the 
insurgents, & the outrages committed by our citizens. On these points I 
could scarcely procure a hearing, but I kept myself fKJrfectly ax>!; in fact the 
accounts which they receive, passing through very corruj)t ejr very cmjjas- 
sioned channels, are much exaggerated, but they are received with entire con¬ 
fidence, & of course produce strong imprtmsions. On this beat! I lohl him 
that seeing that it was not likely that I should l>e able to convitice him in his 
then state of mind, & desirous that our conversation might not liecome too 
animated, I would refrain from any question on the facts to which he re¬ 
ferred,—but be they as they might, the American government would olsnerve 
with good faith its duties as a neutral power, & that it were idle to expect 
that it will go further. On the question of limits nothing very new was said. 
He told me that he perceived by my conversation that we h«l determined 
not to come further back to the Mississippi than the Colorado. 1 tlid not 
say so expressly, but he seemed to penetrate my mind. Throughout the 
conversation I perceived that he hod not entertained a hope of his ternt* 
being accepted, but that his sole object was to get the reference. I did not 
enter further into this matter than to advise him, as a friend to jxsace, not to 
confine Mr. Onis to that alternative. He intimated in a sort of half menace 
that in a quarrel between the U. States & Spain "other# might take part". 
This suggestion I merely smiled on. He seemed to wish me to propose 
something. I told him that if his proptmls had approached anything rea¬ 
sonable, I might have ventured to suggest an alteration; but nuch a# they 
were, I saw that it was absolutely impossible that we sliould ever agree, & 
therefore it was useless for me to propose anything but that he would make 
his instructions to Mr. Onis more liberal. He hoped to excite me, by inform¬ 
ing me that he had received advice from America that I had been lately in¬ 
structed " to do nothing." I told him that this was a point on which 1 wan not 
obliged to answer him, & it would be very easy to evade the qu«iticm, buthe 
might assure himself that had I received such instructions I should not have 
written him a word, or opened my lips to him on the subjects in questimi; 
I told him in fine that I had not received any new instructions whatever, & 
‘ MS. Diipatches from Spaia, XIV. 
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he remained satisfied on that point, taking care to awure me that it um net 
from Mr. Onis that he had received this false information. 

What encouragement this government ntay have rct»ived to expect the 
countenance of others in its disputes with the Unite<l States, or their aMtst* 
ance against the colonies 1 do not knowi—but I know that it has l>een very 
busy in seeking such aid, & hence infer that its delays have bt*n caused by 
its hopes of success in tbt>»e negotiations. Some time since ! understood 
from the licst authority (Sir Henry Wellesley) that England had refused to 
metliate between S{Kiin & her colonies unless on the condition that the trade 
sltould Ik* thrown o{Kni, & that Spain would nut consent to that condition; 
but now Mr. I’ixarro tells me expressly that it is the itvtentbn of lhi»g<ivem* 
ment to ojKm the trade, & if so it is protwible that it will come to an agreement 
with England; or it may Ik* that Ruwia will take the place of Englaml in the 
mtxllation. 'rhe inlluence of Kuwia certainly pre|Kmclerale# here at {jrewnt, 
yet England has lately limi able to settle the slave tratle question so long in 
dbpute; she has agretsl to pay 4,o(k>,ooo£ Stg. (1 think is the suml by >innu.il 
Instalments, i<: Sfmin is to give up the trade gradually: thus one nectl not 
despair that they may come to term* about the ('oloniw. 

Whether Kuimia or England or France have given any et»cour.igetnriit to 
Sjaiin in her disputes with the Onitetl States, or not, it is quite certain that in 
case tjf a rupture S|win will a{4K*<il to one or all of them. Vour iitforin.»tH»n 
from tht>w.‘ tjuarters will lK*st enable you to judge how tlum* jMiwrrs will act. 
t>f their ministers here I am inclinetl to think that the Russian at least 
(certainly not the English) who meddlm with every thing, lots inierfrreci 
with his advice, & that I sec the influence of it in the last jKttT t»f .Mr. 
note, as well as in the eamt*stnei» with which he urgttl the reference in con- 
vmation, but if you will plcaiie to twl what 1 have Wore written rc»{»ecling 
thb gentleman (Mr. Tertischeff), you will readily conceive that he may have 
acted in this matter without any orders from his government. 

Upon the whole however 1 do not think that the hojres of Spain founded 
upon the interference of other* are »o strrmg as to induce her to decline rea¬ 
sonable overtures, & therefore suppc«e it {K»»ible that an arrangement may 
be made upon the terms of the ultimatum given to me, dt even better in mg 
respect; our claims to be settled as by those terms, &. theirs, if pomsttwl in 
to te buried in that part of the territory west of the Missiwippi, whidi is 
beymid the ultimatum. I cannot think that Mr. (.fnis will be Ixiund to the 
alternative as Mr. Pixarro woulti have me suppose; on the contrary I subject 
that his instructions will Ik* much more liberal. He will always commence 
high, Sl be for «>me time obstinate, & may even show to you a sei of instruc¬ 
tions, but as this government has made up its mind to cede Morida, I trust 
that it will not finally resist reasonable proposals on the other jxiinis. 

Mr. (>ni8 is extremely anxious to come home, & naturally wilt tlcsire if 
pOMible to amdude his long & laborious miiaion with a treaty. 

Dear Sir, with very sincere respect (etc.). 
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George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adam, 
Secretary of State of the UnUed Stales * 

(extractsI 

Madrid, August 27, iSiy. 

Sir: By a gentleman who left Cadiz for the United States alwul the 151 
jnst. I transmitted to you in my letters of July 20th & August ist, copies of 
two important notes from the Spanish Secretary of State, & of my replica to 
them; duplicates of those papers are herewith enckwctl. 

I have now the honor to submit copy of a third note (daletl 17th inst.) * 
from the same secretary, which communicates the outline of his pmject fora 
treaty, & of my reply • to it, which closes the correspondence. 

Whilst this correspondence was carrying on, as well as previous to it, I 
cautiously avoided all conversation with Mr. Pizjirro on the matters in 
question; and in my notes to him, at the same time that I have endeavoured 
to make impressions which might have an useful elTcct on his instructions to 
Mr. Onis, I have been careful not to compromit either my govenimcnt or 
myself on any point. No time has been lost in these communications, for the 
instructions to Mr. Onis are not yet prepared, it is prolmble that the mes¬ 
senger (Mr. Onis’s secretary) will not lie despatched tefore the middle of 
September, & I trust that I have gained by it some knowledge of the r«il 
views of this government, with which there isgtxKl reason to suspect that the 
extraordinary delay that has taken place is in some degree t»niux:t«l. What 
suggests itself to me on this point I will take the lil»erty of communiaiting to 
you in a separate letter. . . . 

Upon the whole Sir, tho’ the case is full of difficulties, yet it appear* to me 
that the greatest arises out of the misconception of thi» government with 
regard to our obligations as neutral between her & her colonies. She think* 
that we ought not even to trade with them, not to admit their Hags into our 
ports; she would make us responsible for all the excease* which our citisan* 
may commit, out of the jurisdiction of the United States, 81 tho' they never 
should return within it; & she would have us pass such laws, constitutional or 
not, as in effect would make us a party against the inde{)ent!encc of the 
colonies. 

. . . I concluded the conversation by requesting that Mr. Norli might 

be charged with my despatches also, & that he might be sent off a* quickly 
as possible. Mr. Pizarro said that the messenger should not be detained a 
single day longer than necessary. 

With the most perfect respect [etc.]. 

> MS. Dispatches from Spain, XIV. 

‘See above, pt. xm, doc. 1068. 

• See above, pt, xm, doc, 1069, under date of August 19th. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ' 

Philadelphia, September 2, i8ij. 

Sir: The viceroy of New Spain informs me, in several despatches which I 
have lately received, of the frequent cases which have occurred of American 
vessels, both merchantmen and armed ships, which, in running along the 
coasts of those parts of the dominions of His Catholic Majesty, enter their 
bays, roads, and harbors, sometimes for the purpose of exploring the country 
and examining the state of things there, and at others for that of assisting the 
rebels with provisions, arms, and warlike stores, and of landing adventurers 
and other dangerous persons, whose object is to join the insurgents. The 
viceroy states that the American Colonel Perry had joined the traitor Mina 
with five hundred men; and Savary, the commandant of the mulattoes, with 
another body, having gone from New Orleans to incorporate tlieir force with 
that of Mina and Aury at Galvezton, a place within the Spanish dominions; 
that American vessels are continually sailing from New Orleans with supplies 
of arms, ammunition, and provisions, for those banditti; that the American 
schooner Saela, from New Orleans, entered the harbor of Tampico, under the 
pretence of stress of weather, but, without any manner of doubt, for the 
purpose of examining the country; and that the privateer or pirate Jupiter 
had captured two Spanish vessels off the bar of the Mississippi, very near to 
several American vessels, &c. The viceroy concludes by saying, that he 
cannot possibly think that so many acts of hostility and violation of the laws 
of nations and of the existing treaty can be permitted or tolerated by the 
(iovemment of the United States; and that, being desirous to contribute on 
his part to the maintenance of the amicable relations subsisting between this 
(iovemment and that of His Catholic Majesty, he had treated the American 
ve^ls and citizens, even in the cases of hostility and violation referred to, 
with unexampled kindness; but that now he left it to my zeal to endeavor to 
obtain of this Government effectual remedies against these excesses; that, in 
the mean time, he had given orders to the governors, commandants, and 
other officers, at the most suitable places within his viceroyalty, neither to 
admit nor tolerate any American vessel, or of any other foreigpi nation, 
without the requisite passport and license; and that he would exercise the 
rigor of the laws against those who should disturb the good order and tran- 
•quillity of the King’s dominions. 

In consequence, therefore, of this request of the viceroy, I add this rec¬ 
lamation to those which I have already had the honor to address to the 
President, through the medium of the Department committed to you, on 
similar cases, and in the name of the King, ray master; and I trust that, on 

' American State Papers, Poreiin RelaUons, IV, 198. 
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your laying the whole before his excellency, he will cause the moat effectual 
measures to be adopted to prevent the continuation of these excesses, and to 
enforce the due observance of the general principles of the laws of nations, 
and of the treaty which governs between Spain and the United States. 

I renew [etc.]. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

Philadelphia, September ig, tSif. 

Sir: a complaint having been laid before His Catholic Majesty’s C.ovem- 
ment, by a part of the crew of the Spanish polacre Santa Mq^ria, captured on 
her passage from Havana to Cadiz by the pirate called the Patriola Mexicano, 
commanded by Jos^ Guillermo Kstefanos, manned with citizens of these 
States, and covered by their flag, under which he chased and brought-to the 
said polacre, until, having ascertained her capture, he hoisted the insolvent 
flag. I have received the commands of the King, my master, to retjuest of 
the President, through your medium, the most decisive measures for putting 
an end to the abuses practised in the ports of this Union, by arming priva* 
teers to cruise against the Spanish trade; thus prostituting the flag of the 
United States by these predatory acts, and trampling under foot, with un¬ 
paralleled audacity, national rights and the existing treaty between Spain 
and these States. 

I, therefore, now renew those urgent reclamations which, on former oc¬ 
casions, I have submitted to the President, through your Department, on 
this important point; and I trust that the numerous instances of these abuMi 
and horrible depredations will induce his excellency to adopt energetic 
measures to restrain these excesses, which so deeply (x>mpromit the neutrality 
of the United States in the eyes of all nations, and are wholly repugnant to 
the friendship and good understmiding happily subsisting between them and 
His Catholic Majesty. 

I renew [etc.]. 

> American State Papers, Pereign RdaHons, IV, 198. 
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Litis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Philadelphia, November 2,18x7. 

Sir: I have just received a statement, dated the 14th of July, addressed to 
rae by the directors of the Royal Philippine Company at Madrid, informing 
me of the unfortunate fate of two ships belonging to the said company, the 
one named Nuestra Seflora del Buen Suceso, alias La Esperanza, and the 
other El Triton, captured, the first on the 8th of June last, the day on which 
she sailed from Cadiz for Calcutta and Manilla, by the pretended Insurgent 
privateers La Independeniia del Snd, commanded by James C'haytor, of 18 
guns and one traversing 42-p<junder; and the Mangore, under the orders of 
the same Chaytor, of 14 guns and one traversing 36-i)0undcr; and the ship 
Triton, from Calcutta and the coast of ('oromandel, which was captured off 
the Cape de Verd islands, after a gallant defence of two hours and a half, in 
which she lost twenty killed, and sprung her foremast, by a privateer (of the 
same description as the two above mentioned) called the Regent, alias Tre- 
pacamara, commanderl by one Manson, who, when seventeen days out from 
Baltimore, fell in with the Triton, and conducted her as a prize to Buenos 
Ayres, where she arrived on the ad of April last, according to the advices 
received by the underwriters at Lloyd's from their agent at Buenos Ayres. 

The directors of the Royal Philippine Company, in giving me an account 
of these distressing events, inform me that they have understood, by the 
advices which I have given to the principal Secretary of State of the King, my 
master, that Captain James Chaytor, of the piratical vessel La Independencia 
del Sud, kept depending a demand made at the instance of the Spanish consul 
at Norfolk, relative to the safe-keeping of certain Spanish property deposited 
in the custom-house of that port by the above-named pirate, and one called 
the AUawla; whence it is incontestably proven that the armament of La 
Independencia del Sud is made in the ports of these States, and that the 
captain, officers, and the greater part of her crew, are likewise subjects of the 
same States. From presumptive causes and circumstances, they suppose 
that the other privateer may be the Regent, alias Trepacamara, Captain 
Manson, which vessel sailed from Baltimore seventeen days previous to his 
capturing the Triton. 

I have repeatedly found myself under the painful necessity of representing 
to the President, through the medium of your predecessors, that the four¬ 
teenth article of the treaty between His Catholic Majesty and the United 
States Mtablishes the most positive right of reclamation on the Government 
and those citizens who have taken or do take part in the numerous arma¬ 
ments of privateers which have taken place in the ports of this republic, 

> American Stale Papers, Foreign Reladons, IV, 201. 
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under cover of the pretended commissions so profusely circulated by the 
insurgents of the revolted provinces of the King, my master, to attack openly 
and in a barefaced manner the subjects and commerce of Spain; and that the 
same article declares those to be pirates who engage in these horrid cruises, 
and consequently obliges the contracting parties to punish them as such, as a 
just atonement for their offences. On the 2d and 15th of January, and on 
the 29th of March 1 last, I officially addressed your immediate predecessor, 
and remonstrated against the robberies and outrages committed by various 
privateers, and, among others, by those called Independencia del Sud and 
Mangore, the captains of which, James Chaytor and Barnes, are citizens of 
these States. In the note transmitted to the Secretary on the 4th of March, 
[14th March,] I found myself under the necessity, in consideration of the 
excesses committed against the subjects of the King, my master, and of 
those which, through the impunity and toleration of some of the authorities 
of this country, were about to be repeated by vessels bought, armed, manned, 
and equipped in the ports of this republic, in violation of the laws of nations, 
of the express stipulations of an existing treaty, and of the rights of humanity; 
and in discharge of my duty, I was laid under the necessity, I say, of rep¬ 
resenting and remonstrating, in the name of my sovereign, on the subject 
of the injuries and losses which had already resulted, and might further 
result, to his subjects; and, at the same time, of protesting against the authors 
of the same. The capture of the ship Esperanza has been one of the fatal 
consequences of allowing the privateer Independencia del Sud to proceed 
freely to sea from Norfolk, after His Catholic Majesty’s consul, Don Antonio 
Argote Villalobos, had made proof of the illegal conduct and atrocious acts 
of her captain, James Chaytor; and that of the ship Triton proceeds likewise 
from toleration granted in this country of arming and equipping against the 
trade of Spain; under which supposition, I cannot refrain from stating to you, 
in order that you may be pleased to communicate the same to the President, 
that the aforesaid Royal Company of the Philippines have an incontestable 
right to claim of this republic full compensation for the value of the said ships 
and cargoes, by reason of the armament of the privateers which captured 
them having been made in its ports. 

I have the honor to enclose, for the suitable purposes, a note of the articles 
shipped on board the Esperanza, at Calcutta and Manilla, for the account of 
the Royal Philippine Company, and of the return cargo of the Triton, from 
Bengal and the coast of Coromandel to Cadiz; which sums united, amount, 
according to the invoice, to that of seven hundred and one thousand nine 
hundred and eighty dollars; to which is to be added an interest of fifteen per 
cent, on the disbursement of the amount of the cargo of the Triton, for the 
period of one year and a half, and of six per cent in Europe on the cargo of the 
Esperanza. 

1 See above, pt. xiii, docs. 1046, 1047 and 1060. 
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I hope you will take into consideration the contents of this note, and be 
ideased to call the attention of the President to the interesting subject treated 
of in it, that His Catholic Majesty may adopt such measures as his wisdom 
may dictate to him, for the purpose of collecting, as far as it may be possible, 
any parts of the two prizes above named, for the benefit of their owners, and 
at the same time giving orders to the competent authorities in the ports of 
this republic to discover such effects as may arrive, making part of the same. 

I therefore hope this from your established zeal, and the well-known 
rectitude of the President, deferring to my return to the seat of Government 
the verbal communication of a plan which I have meditated, from a 
desire to settle amicably an affair of such importance. 

I avail myself (etc.). 
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Lttis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

Philadelphia, November 2, 1817. 

Sir: His Majesty’s consul at New York has transmitted to me a copy of 
his correspondence with the United States attorney for that district, whereby 
he reciucats that, in conformity with the act of Congress of the 3d of March 
last, he would oblige a certain armed brigantine to give security, or cause her 
to be scizetl; the RJiid veasel having arrived at that port from Norfolk, under 
the flag of Venezuela, and recruited men to increase her crew, in order to 
prooml afterwards to Amelia island, there to join tlie adventurer McGregor, 
and to co-oiaerate inhis nefarious plans against thcpossesjsions of mysovereign 
and against the Spanish trade. 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of the said correspondence,* on the 

‘ Ameruon State Papers, Fordgn Rdations, IV, 109. 

• The enctoaed communication* from the Spanish Coneul in New York, reprinted from 
the Mme volume, pp. 199-301, follow, a second deposition eimilar to that of September i 6 th 
t>einK omitted; 

No. i.~—Thomas Stoughton, Spanish Consul at Nm York, to Jonathan Fisk, District Altomoy 

Gmoral oj the United States 

New York, September j6,1817. 

Sir: Some day* ago there arrived in the port of New York an armed brig proceeding 
from Norfolk, which, I have been very credibly informed, is a vc**el pretending to have 
a ojmmiwuon from Veneauela, but whoBC object, in coming to this port, wa* to procure 
an additional supply of men wherewith to commit hostilities against the subjects and 
posKcmion* of the King of Spain. A few days ago I presented to the collector of the 
port of New York an affidavit of a man named John Reilley, stating that he had been 
requested to enliat on board of a vessel, which was represented to him to be the privateer 
schooner JMssiy, bound to Amelia island, to join General McGregor, to invade the ter¬ 
ritories of His Catholic Majesty. , .... , „ ^ ^ „ ... 

I am now informed that the bng above mentioned it the vessel alluded to, Reilley 
having either been mistaken in the name, or designedly deceived by the agenU of the 
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contents of which I think it entirely superfluous to make any comment; I 

leaving it to you, sir, to decide whether the solicitude of His C atholic Maj- | 

privateer. I now enclose the affidavit oljoh^^ will pertetvt that I 

the officers of the above brig (whose name ii the Atmtimm Ltbr$, ccimrimnded by Ci^ | 

tain Barnard) are enlisting, and have enlisted, men in tbit pwt to pmreetl against the I 

Spanish possessions. I have caused application to be made to the wlm I 

doubts the extent of his authority in interfering with this vwmfh Now, m the^ mm | 

be provisions in the laws and treaties of the United States vestinp: an authority in I 

of Its officers to prevent the equipment of ve^ls and the enhitmeni men in the I 

United States to proceed against a foreign nation at pmm with the United | I 

make this application to you, most urgently requesting you to take whatever I 

may be necessary immediately, in order to prevent the def^rture of the above vwiel, at I 

least until she shall give bonds that she will not commit hc^tiUik* againit Simoiih mb* | 

jects. The vessel, it is said, will sail to-morrow morning. I 

Indeed, if an inciuiry were instituted, I am induced to believe that the above bng J 

would be found to oe a pirate. | 

I have the honor, [etc.], | 

No. of John Fitmtun | 

State of New York, $s: i 

John Finegan, at present in the city of New York, being duty iworn. mlihi That ^ f) 

was requests by a man, who is repreaented to be the comm»ary td the wtstl am 
mentioned, to go out in the rmtrbt brig now lying al the quarmniine fround; that the 
destination of the said vessel i« to fight against the Spiniiirtls: that the ilitfMmefit m$ 
told, that, on his arrival in the Sj.>aniili po#««aians, he was to iolo the land «!rvki!^ the i 

patriots; that deponent knows of five persons who have lwm\ eriiafeti in like | 

who are about to proceed on board said brig; that deponent wm told, that, m tow m ^ I 

gets on board, he will receive his advance; that officers are at pre^tl employed in iht i 

city of New York, in looking out for men, and endbavoring to enlkt them to ^o«di In s 

the said vessel, ' 

JuMN hk X mark 1 

Sworn this i6th day of September, 1 B 17 , before me, 

Kamiikl B. Kmhmnu i 

Eici^pii; Tuomas STOtitiWTW. | 

Ei copii: Luii I>g Onis. ; 

No. 3.—Thomas SiougUon^ Spanish Cmsid ai Nm YorMt to JomUhan Fuk, dti^my ! 

Gormal of ths UnUod Staios j 

Niw YotE, 17,1I/7, i 

Sir: I cncloie the deporitlon of John RelUty, rebtlng to the f^vatw big, I 

which I yesterday had the honor to addrt« you. You will permivt, by iht f 

that officers belonging to that brk are openly employed in ihk dly In rtorullifig and i 

enlisting men to join with General MeGrtgor, and invade the poi«e^«i b lb Ktog i 

of Spain. 1 

I need not remind you that, by the bating lawi id the United Stattt, ih«» talb- 
ments arc unlawful, and that not only the ve^l on board cd which they are to mnb$sk i 

is liable to seizure and forfeiture, but that the captain and the offictri tlwwf, wb are ; 

engaged in this busineta, are liable to a hiavy fine and imtarbmrnent. As th»e ire 
flagrant violations of the laws of the United Stitw, imd cafcukt^l to prodltwi m^mm i 

injury to the property and to the pc^awons of Hk Mai»ty*s wbj^ria, I flatter ^ 

that you will take, without delay, such tiepa m may be neoM^ary to put a atop to 
proc^ingt. 

I have the honor, (etc,). 

No. 4.'--Jonathan Fiskf Distrki AUormy Gmmd o( tk§ U^M to Tkmm Stongh^ , :i 

Spatdsh Cmmd ai Nm York | 

New Yore, S§0m^ if, rli/. f 

Snt; I have duly received your not^ of yasterday evening and erf thk day, and have 
refored to the statutes providffig for the punkhm^it <rf the offtrowi stafetd. It k not a 
case, from the evidence mentioned, that would Justify the cdLlecowr In d^ainiag tb 
vessel: the aggrestlon Is to be punyied in the omlniury mode di proe^ting those who 
are guilty of tnisdenmfiors* Oath is to be made df the fac^ by the oomiwtotnh who j; 
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esty*8 consul at New York has been in conformity with the laws and the above- 
mentioned act of C'ongresa, and whether the attorney for that district will 


enters into a recognizance to appear and prosecute the offenders, before any proce^ 
can issue. This oath being made, and recognizance taken, the judj^ of the circuit 
court will issue a warrant to apprehend the accused, and bring them before him, to be 
further dealt with according to law. When apprehended, it is the province of the attor¬ 
ney of the United States to conduct the prosecution to judgment. I have no authority 
to administer an oath, or to miua a warrant, nor have I the power to issue any process 
to arrest and detain the vessel in question, unless by the direction of an executive officer 
of the United States. By the reference you have furnished, the parties complained of 
are to l>e prosecuted either under the fourth section of the act of Congress passed on 
the 3d March, 1817, or under the second section of the act passed 5th June. 1794. 
adverting to these statutes, it will be seen that the vessel is not liable to seizure tor the 
act of any person enlisting himself to go on board, or for hiring or retaining another 
person to enlist. The punishment is personal to the offenders; and those who disclose 
the fact, on oath, within thirty days after enlisting, are protected from prosecution. 
The offenders are to be arrest^ and prosecuted in the manner I have stated. I beg 
you to be assured, sir, that it is not from a di8j>osition either to shrink from the per- 
tormance of my duty, or to decline interfering to defeat any illegal enterprise agamst 
the subjects or possessions of a Power with whom the United States are at peace, that 
I have stated to you the embarraMments I must encounter in attempting a compliance 
with your request upon any information with which I am furnished. If it ta in your 
power to procure the nam^ of the parties, and the evidence upon which a prosecution 
for a misdemeanor can be founded, l will r^mdily co-ojperate with the proper authorities 
in having every offender arrested and brought to justice. It is impracticable for me, or 
any other officer of the United States, to take any legal measures against aggressors upon 
the indefinite statement of certain persons being concerned in an illegal transaction. 
Since the receipt of your notes, I have had an interview with the collector, and we are 
unable to discover any other legal course of proceeding in this case than that adopted 
in the ordinary cases of misdemeanor. 

I have the honor to be, (etc.]. 

^.^Th&mas Spi^nish C0fmd at Nm Yark^ to Jonathan Fish, District Attorney 

Gmerai of the United States 

New York, September ip, 1817* 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge having received yesterday your letter dated 
the 17th instant, in reply to mine of the i6th and 17th, wherein you mention that the 
case whereof I informs you in those communications was not one which would justify 
the collector in detaining the v^el; that the aggression is to be punished in the ordinary 
mode of pr^ecuting thc^ who are guilty of misdemeanors; that oath is to be made of 
the facts by the complainant, who enters into a recognizance to appear and predate 
the offenders before any proce^ can issue; that this oath being made, and recc^nlzance 
taken, the judge of the circuit court will issue a warrant to apprehend the accused and 
bring them bemre him, to be further dealt with according to law; and that, when appre¬ 
hended, it is the province of the attorney of the United States to conduct the prcwecutlon 
to judgment; that you have no authority to administer an oath or to issue a warrant, 
nor have you the power to Issue any process to arrest and detain the vessel in question, 
unl^ by the dUlrectlon of an executive officer of the United Stat^. 

In reply, permit me to request that you will take this subject again into your senous 
reflection. 1 do not urge it for the present occasion, because, even though you should 
upon consideration adopt a different opinion from that which you have communicated 
to me, it is now too late, since the vessel in question sailed from this port this morning. 
But, sir, can it be ptmiblc that the doctrine can be correct which you lay down in your 
letter, and which forms your reason for declining to proceed against the persons who 
were ©nHating men in this dty, with the open and avowed didgn of taidng them in a 
privateer un^ the Venezuela flag to join with McGr^r. and commit hostilities against 
the Spanish possessions? I furnished you with the affidavits of two persons stating 
the fact, and you will excuse me in saying that I cannot think the laws of the United 
States render it incumbent upon me to present myself before a judge of the circuit 
court, and enter into bonds to appear and prosecute the offenders. On the contrary, 
air, the thirty-flfth section of the judiciary act impomm upon the attorney of the United 
States for Mch district the duty of prosecuting all delinquents for crimes and offences 
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rightfully have conformed thereto, by his strict observance of them, in 
obliging the owner or captain of the said armed brigantine to give the requi¬ 
site security that he will commit no hostilities against the subjects of His 
Catholic Majesty, and in preventing him from proceeding freely to sea to 
commit new depredations. 

It is very disagreeable to me to have to repeat to you sir, what, unfortu¬ 
nately, I have been several times under the necessity of submitting to the 
President, through the medium of your predecessors, namely, that the act 
of Congress of the 3d of March, 1817, has in nowise lessened the abuses by 
which the laws are evaded, and render entirely illusory the laudable purposes 
for which they were enacted. From the greater part of the ports of these 
States there frequently sail a considerable number of vessels, with the pre¬ 
meditated intention of attacking the Spanish commerce, which carry their 
armament concealed in the hold. It rarely happens that they can be arrested, 
inasmuch as the collectors of the customs say that they have not at their dis¬ 
position the naval force necessary to effect it; on the other hand, armed 
vessels, under the flag of the insurgents, enter into the ports of the Union, 
and not only supply themselves with all necessaries, but also considerably in¬ 
cognizable under the authority of the United States. I conceive, therefore, that as 
soon as the attorney of the United States receives information of the infraction of the 
laws, it becomes his duty to take such measures as may be necessary to bring the offend¬ 
ers to justice; he is the person who must take the witnesses before a judge or magistrate; 
he must become the informer; he must prosecute; that is, he must take, or cause to be 
taken, the steps which are necessary to arrest the offenders and bring them to punish¬ 
ment. I am the more confirmed in this belief, because the thirty-third section of the 
judiciary act directs that offenders may be imprisoned by a judge or magistrate, at the 
expense of the United States, and leaves it discretionary to the witnesses to appear and 
testify. That act does not require that the informer should enter into bonds to appear 
and prosecute. The offence of which I have complained is of a most serious nature. 
The United States should not afford means to one nation at peace with them to annoy 
and invade another nation also at peace with them. And it becomes the duty of all 
the officers of the United States, as they value the reputation and the interest of their 
country, to discharge with alacrity and zeal those duties assigned to them, which can 
preserve the neutrality of their country, and prevent its becoming the centre of re¬ 
union for the enemies of Spain, and to prevent their own citizens joining in measures 
of hostility and aggression. It is a matter of notoriety that the insurgent Governments 
of South America all have their agents in this country; that swarms of privateers are 
fitted out, armed, and equipped for war in the United States; and all the injuries and 
desolation committed by them upon the Spanish commerce emanate from the facilities 
which they find in the United States to prepare for themselves these outrages. And, sir. 
Congress having passed laws rendering these acts illegal, I cannot admit that individuals 
must undertake^ the task of informing against and prosecuting the offenders. These 
offences are against the dignity of the country; they affect the community at large. I 
cannot, therefore, bring myself to believe that it is the province of individuals to bind 
themselves to prosecute offenders, any more than I can think that it is the duty of an 
individual who gives information that a murder has been committed to enter into 
bonds to prosecute the murderer. No, sir; the laws must have confided this odious 
but necessary task to its public officers; they must see that offenders are brought to 
punishment; and, sir, I do further consider that this duty has by law been devolved 
upon you Regretting, therefore, that this expedition has been permitted to proceed 
unmolested, notwithstanding the information which I communicated to you, you will 
excuse me if, on all future occasions of a similar nature, I should renew my application 
to you to prevent a new aggression. 

I beg you to be assured, [etc.]. 
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crease the means they already have of destroying the trade of Spain, as has 
recently been the case at New York, whereby the (so called) privateers of His 
Majesty’s revolted provinces, which are in reality nothing more than pirates, 
manned by the scum of all countries, enjoy greater privileges than the vessels 
of independent Powers. 

I request you, sir, to lay particularly before the President the case which 
now obliges me to trouble you, in order that his excellency, being made fully 
acquainted therewith, may be pleased to take such measures as are within 
his reach to cause the provisions of the laws of this republic to be carefully 
fulfilled, to preserve the observance of the neutrality with others Powers, and 
prevent the infraction of the treaty existing between the two nations; and 
thus avoid not only the serious evils that the said pirates cause to the subjects 
of His Catholic Majesty, but the increase of the difficulties which the two 
Ck)vemment8 are endeavoring to overcome, for the purpose of establishing 
their relations upon a more friendly and permanent footing. 

I flatter myself that you will honor me with your answer ; and, reiterating 
my respects, [etc.]. 


1076 

George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

(SXTKACTS] 

Madrid, January jo, i8i8. 

Sir: I had yesterday the honor to receive your dispatch No. i (Nov', 
nth)® and though this had been thrown into the English Post Office with¬ 
out any special precaution to ensure its safe transmission, and passed with its 
original cover through Portugal, I have the pleasure to say that its highly 
important contents had not been examined. 

Mr. Pixarro in an interview which I had with him last week, mentioned 
the information which he has received respecting the missions of Messrs. 
Rodney, Graham and Prevost.* I perceive that he is not aware of the 
objects which our government has in view; he presumes or suspects that 
these Gentlemen are authorized formally to acknowledge the Independence 
of some of the new Republicks. The English Embassador mentioned the 
subject to me in the same sense, but whether he derived his opinion from Mr, 
Pizarro, or it is that of his own Government, I did not ascertain. I said but 
little in reply to either of these Gentlemen, stating merely that I had no 

• MS. DUpatche# from Spain, XV. 

• See above, pt. i, doc. 42. 

• Sec above, pt. r, does. 40, 41 and 44, July 18, and November 21, 1817. 
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other information than what the newspapers gave. If it may be supposed 
that Sir Henry Wellesley spoke after communications from his own govern*^ 
ment, it is important to observe, that his manner of treating the subject w3.s 
not only friendly but expressive of an anxious concern, lest the recognition of 
the independence of any of the Spanish Provinces might thwart the concilia*' 
tory views of Great Britain, and he entered into a reasoning to shew that it 
would be the interest political and commercial of the United States to accede 
to the plan of adjustment which England had proposed—their interest 
respective to the Colonies—^for far from intimating any thing of a menacing 
character, his solicitude seemed to dwell wholly on the idea that the efforts of 
England might be rendered fruitless by the recognition of the United States. 
I took this then as a ground to press upon him the necessity of his making to 
me the most frank and full communications as to whatever negotiations msty 
be carried on for the pacification of the Colonies. 

It has been generally supposed here and in England that the mediation HslS 
been agreed on, and the principles on which the reconciliation of the Colonies 
with Spain is to be effected have been minutely detailed: the establishment 
of provincial assembles, the admission to Office of the Indigenes, the right of 
self taxation, liberty of commerce with the whole world, the right of making 
restrictive laws as to importation and exportation—these demands of the 
Province of Venezuela to be taken as a basis. But I have ascertained in a 
conversation with Mr. Pizarro that though it is true that Spain has addressed 
each of the allied Sovereigns, mendicating assistance in some shape or other^ 
offering motives for their mediation or arbitration, soliciting in the most 
urgent manner even their forcible interference, and though she has been 
favorably heard by some of them, & pourparlers of considerable importance 
have been had, yet to this day nothing has been agreed on: what I learn from 
Sir Henry Wellesley is in accord with this; and further that his Government 
three or four months past communicated to the allied powers in a formal 
paper her views on the subject, that these were of a very liberal character 
offering to the Colonists all the guarantees that can be reasonably desired- 
An answer has been received from all of those powers, Russia excepted, and 
there the matter rests: so far then from the mediation being agreed on, it is to 
be suspected that nothing further will be done towards it ’till the effect of 
this new expedition with the Squadron bought of Russia shall be ascertained* 
Spain does not feel her cause to be so desperate as to require her assent to the 
terms of Venezuela, or probably to terms as liberal as those proposed 
by Great Britain, and she must be assured, for it is perfectly certain, that in 
no case whatever will Great Britain engage to use forcible means, and with¬ 
out her an engagement to that effect by Russia or the other powers would 
evidently be not only futile, but might be prejudicial to the cause of 
Spain, . , . 

The mediation offered by the allied sovereigns in thedisputes between this 
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Government and that of Brazil having been accepted by the latter, Count 
Pamela its Ambassador in London (now appointed Secretary of State) re¬ 
ceived in the month of September the special commission and instructions 
enabling him to negotiate on those affairs with the Plenipotentiaries of 
Spain and of the mediators, and soon after repaired to Paris where this 
Congress is held. The preliminary demands made by Spain, are that its 
sovereign right in the Territory lately invaded by the King of Brazil shall be 
formally acknowledged, its flag every where hoisted, and Monte Video &c. 
instantly restored. These things being done, she will consent to discuss 
those points respecting Olivenza &c. on which the reclamations of Portugal 
are founded. In a note presented to the Congress in November Count 
Pamela accedes readily to the first demand; as to the second, suggests the ex- 
pedient of agreeing upon a flag neither Spanish not Portuguese, and, as to 
the third, declines admitting it, upon grounds which he details at length, in¬ 
sisting particularly on the necessity of the case arising from the critical posi¬ 
tion of Brazil in relation to the Insurgent Colony—in fine urging the same 
rettsons for holding, that she had for taking possession, and reinforcing these 
by the motives of policy growing out of her actual relations with Buenos 
Ayres. The views of the Brazil Government being thus announced, it has 
been very difficult to persuade Spain to appoint a Plenipotentiary to the 
Congress, but she has finally consented, and a few days since powers were 
sent to the Count of Fernan Nuflez her Ambassador at Paris. 

With the most perfect respect [etc.]. 


1077 

Luis de Onis, Spanish MinisUr to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

[extract] 

Washington, January 24,1818. 

4. The Government of the United States to engage to take effectual 
measures to prevent all hostile armaments in their ports and territory against 
the commerce and possessions of Spain, either by Americans or any other 
Power, or by adventurers of any other nations, or by the rebels of Spanish 
America; and, for their due execution, the President to issue positive orders 
to all persons employed by the Government, charging them, on their responsi¬ 
bility, to guard against any infraction or violation of them whatsoever, ex¬ 
tending the same measures to the preventing of any vessels employed in 
cruising against the Spanish commerce, or otherwise hostilely engaged 
> American State Papers, Ferripi Fttatemu, IV, 464, 




i960 PART XIIl: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 

against the Government and subjects of His Catholic Majesty, from arming 
in, or entering armed, the harbors and waters of the United States. Every 
vessel of this description found within the jurisdiction of the United States to 
be seized without remission, and subjected to the rigor of the law by the 
American officers and authorities; and the vessels and property so captured, 
belonging to the subjects of the Crown of Spain, to be laid under attachment, 
and definitively delivered up to His Majesty’s minister, or the nearest 
Spanish consul, to be held by them at the disposal of the lawful owners. 
This proposal contains nothing beyond the obligations already imposed by 
the laws of the United States, the law of nations, and the existing treaty. 
But as it is evident to you, and to the whole world, that abuses and infrac¬ 
tions of these laws and solemn compacts have been, and continue to be, 
frequently practised, it is absolutely necessary that suitable measures be 
adopted, fully and effectually to prevent the repetition of similar abuses and 
infractions. 

By these four proposals the rights and interests of both Powers are rec¬ 
onciled upon principles of manifest justice and reciprocal utility; they settle 
and terminate all pending differences, in my judgment, satisfactorily to both 
nations; and I must presume that the President will view them in the same 
light, and substantially admit them. In case there be any other question of 
secondary or minor importance to be in like manner included in the general 
and definitive adjustment, it will be easy, and follow of course, after we have 
agreed on the most essential articles or points; we will then also determine 
the true import of the several propositions laid down, and explain each one 
of them with the necessary clearness, accuracy, and precision. 

If, however, you should find any difficulty or obstacle to the acceptance 
of the proposals I have now the honor to make to you, and are of opinion that 
by any other mode we may attain the desired object, without deviating from 
the fundamental principles and basis of justice and reciprocal convenience, I 
will, with great pleasure, be ready to adopt it, provided it be compatible with 
the powers given me by the King, my master. In this view you can proptxse 
such changes or modifications as you may see fit, as are calculated to remove 
all difficulties on both sides, and reconcile the rights, interests, and wishes of 
both Powers. 

In the mean lime, I hope that the course pursued by the President (m la 
tnarcha de su conducla) will correspond with the sentiments and uniform pro¬ 
fession of amity and perfect harmony existing between His Majesty and the 
United States; and I am, therefore, constrained to reclaim and protest, 
formally, as I now do, against all measures whatsoever injurious to the rights 
of the Crown of Spain, and to renew, as I hereby do, the protest already made 
against the occupation of Amelia island, and against the orders to occupy 
Galvezton, inasmuch as the United Stato having no right whatever either to 
the said island or to Galvezton, they neither had, nor could have, a just 
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motive or cause to sanction similar acts of violence in the midst of 
peace. 

I await your answer to this note in order that we may accelerate the 
moment of agreeing on just and fit measures for carrying the definitive settle¬ 
ment of all pending differences into effect. 

In the mean time, I renew [etc.]. 


1078 

George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[kxtiiactI 

Private. Madrid, February lo, 1818. 

Dear Sir: Since the date of my last despatch (No 59 Jany 10)* nothing 
has occurred in our concerns here of sufficient importance to be communi¬ 
cated to you. The projected mediation in the affairs of the Spanish colonies, 
mentioned in that despatch, has not advanced; nor does there appear to be 
the least probability that the liberal terms proposed by England will be 
acceded to by this government. Mr. Pizarro & the ministry in general are 
sufficiently enlightened on the subject to adopt any reasonable course, but 
the ancient obstinate policy of never conceding still prevails in the council of 
state, before which ail such matters are discussed. The members of this 
council for the most part inveterate in the prejudices of former times, are 
wholly unfit for the direction of state affairs in this day. There are also 
amongst them those who by system, in the absence of all patriotism, oppose 
every ministerial plan however salutary. In fine the proposals of England 
offer to the colonies an happier lot than these people can ever be brought to 
consent to, tho’ it may be that on some points they will bend to the influence 
of Russia. The determination of that cabinet is not yet known. In the 
meantime it appears that France & Prussia coincide with the views of Eng¬ 
land, & consent that London shall be the seat of negotiation. On this point 
as on every other the government of England is very positive, so that if 
Spain under the influence of Russia should not consent to the whole project, 
the whole must fall to the ground. But after all, since there is no question 
of using forcible means (or even if there was [were]) will the colonies, Buenos 
Ayres particularly, acquiesce in the decisions of this congress. I believe that 
Great Britain scarcely expects it. It is too much (to use a pleasantry of Mr. 
Sheridan in the English House of Commons) like Dame Partletts calling her 
fowls, "Come biddy; biddy come & be killed." Such as the proposals of 
Great Britain are, I think that she offers them in good faith; indeed is not 
‘ MS. Dispatchwi from S(>ain, XV. * See above, pt. xm, doc. 1076. 
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the plan of holding the conferences in London one evidence of this? If she 
intended a state-juggle she would surely fix on a more distant plac^, & the 
more distant the more to her purpose; at least Sir Henry Wellesley is in good 
faith, I perceive in him a growing anxiety, arising out of our last news from 
the United States (which comes down to 25 Dec', via England) lest we should 
acknowledge the independence of Buenos Ayres & Chili, considering that 
such recognition would render the intermediation of his government useless 
as regards those provinces. 

The Russian fleet still tarries in England repairing the damages which it 
sustained in heavy storms during its passage thither. Probably it was not 
in the most perfect state when it left the Baltick. Publick rumour says 
that it is taking on board merchandize for the colonies; this is not to be be¬ 
lieved. With more appearance of probability it is suggested that the fleet 
waits to receive the 4oo,ooo£ stg.due in this month by Great Britain to Spain 
on the slave trade suppression treaty, which sum may be alK>ut the price of 
the fleet. However these things may be, its non-arrival at Cadiz within the 
time agreed on, has created some little discontent here. 

Mr. Garay’s plan of finance still goes on, but as the opposition to it has 
augmented rather than diminished, it is far from producing the results which 
he calculated on; tho’ it has certainly brought a great deal of money into the 
publick coffers, yet these are actually as empty as tho' it had never gone into 
operation, & every branch of the publick service suffers nearly as much for 
want of money as before Mr. Garay was made minister. He is wearied, & 
his health begins to fail, & the king beset by the minister’s Enemies begins to 
give way;—hestill supports the man, but does not enforce the measureswhich 
he recommends, & it is to be apprehended may be finally Induced to give up 
the direct taxes, the most essential point, which will in effect be an abandon¬ 
ment of the whole project. 


1079 

George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Qtdncy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ' 

(ExraACTl 

Madrid, FtJrruary s6, x8t8. 

Sir: In my last despatch (of Jan'y loth)* I had the honor to submit to you 
whatever I had been able to learn r^pecting the mediation of the "aJlied 
sovereigns ” in the disputes between this court & that of Brazil, & as to their 
proposed interference in the affairs of the Spanish colonies. 

‘ MS. DUpatdiM from Spain, XV. 

* See above, pt. xm, doca. 1076 and 1078. It was the preceding numbend dispatch; but 
see his confidential dispatch of February 10. 
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The views of the Russian government on those two objects are explained 
in a memorial given at Moscow on 17th Nov'r last,' to serve as an instruc¬ 
tion to her ministers in the congress, & near the parties concerned;—this has 
not yet been officially communicated at Paris, but it is informally known 
there, & in the same way has come to the hands of a person of distinction in 
this court from whom I have obtained a copy which I have the honor here¬ 
with to enclose. The Russian minister Mr. Tertischeff is at Cadiz; this may 
perhaps be the reason why this government has not hitherto received any 
communication upon the matter of this important paper, but its authenticity 
may be whoUy relied on. 

The Russian Squadron arrived at Cadiz on the 226 inst.; to all appearance 
the projected expedition will be of considerable force—according to the 
publick opinion it is destined for Buenos Ayres, but it is impossible to learn 
any thing certain on this point. 


1080 

George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Stales * 

Madrid, March i, 1818. 

DiiAR Sir: My last “private" letter to you was of Feb'y loth sent (as all 
my letters are) by duplicate. On 26 Feb'y ’ I despatched my publick letter 
No. 60 & intended to accompany it by a few private remarks on the impor¬ 
tant paper* which it enclosed; but besides being then much pressed for time, 
on reconsideration 1 thought that you would readily dispense with such com¬ 
mentaries as I might be able to make, particularly useless to you who have a 
personal & intimate acquaintance with the cabinet of St. Petersburg. I will 
only then reassure you in this that the memorial is quite genuine. 

I have said that I cannot give to you any certain information respecting 
the destination of the late Russian now Spanish squadron, & it seemed idle to 
occupy your attention with various reports on the subject, were I to believe 
even the most specious of these. The opinion which I have always expressed 
of the fatuity of this government were [was] much short of what it ought to 
be: can it be imagined that in circumstances so urgent, when as it were, 
Spain, collects her breath to give "one puff", in which puff she may "expire”, 
that this effort should be directed to Montevideo, actually under the safe¬ 
guard of Brazil, & the fate of which is already referred to the decision of their 

‘ See above, pt. xii, doc. ion. 

’ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XV. 

»See above, pt. xin, doc. 1079. . . ., l o 

* See above, pt. xu, doc. loii, Ruaetan memorial, November 17, 1817. 
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mutual friends?—that merely to be consistent in obstinacy & vapouring 
pride, she should waste in this extravagant quixotism, a force which well 
directed might extinguish the insurrection in Buenos Ayres, & of course take 
from the king of Brazil all further pretence for continuing to occupy the 
territory in question?—& yet, of all that is conjectured, this is what I am 
most inclined to give credit to. 11 is however to be observed, that so vacillat¬ 
ing at all times are the plans of this government, that full reliance can never 
be placed on its carrying into Execution any one of them. It is evident that 
if she takes possession of Montevideo with or without the consent of 
Brazil, her force even tho' it were ro,ooo men must be stationary there to 
protect it, blocked in, as the Portuguese now are. 

I have said that to all appearance the expedition will be of considerable 
force, yet it is very difficult to conjecture when any f)ortion of it can be ready 
to sail. The ships & guns, good & in good order, have been delivered, but 
nothing else. Every species of Equipment & provisions is to be furnished 
here, & the magazines as well as the treasury are empty: nor is it easy to 
conceive where the necessary provisions are to be had, still less the naval 
materials, for the arsenals are unprovided. Such is the want of precaution 
of system of management which pervades every branch of administration in 
this government. If I were to hazard a conjecture, it would be that this 
squadron will never sail, & that the most which can be done within two or 
three months will be to despatch 2 or 3 ships, perhaps a couple of transports 
& as many men as the whole can carry crowded on board to suffer by in¬ 
sufficient & bad provisions, Sc to be stifled by the heat. 

As a matter of mere curiosity I take the liberty of herewith enclosing that 
official article in the Madrid Gazette of 28 Febr'y* by which the arrival of the 

^ Translation of the official article in the Madrid GautU of February aS; 

Maorto, Fdmmy 37. 

On the aiat instant at I. p. m. anchored in the Day of Cadiz a Russian Squadron of 
Five Men of War of 74 guns and Three Frigates of 44 guns; comnmnded by Vi^Admirai 
Moiler, in a complete state of equipment, and in condition to undertake long vo^^ages. 
The arrival of this Squadron in the Ports of Spain, is the result of the unceasing vigilance 
of The King, our Lord, for the benefit of his People and of the comroercc and prosperity 
of his subjects in EuroM and the Colonies. During the long period of the desolating 
War sustained by the Peninsula, the exertions of the Provisional governments admin¬ 
istering the Kingdom in the absence of His Majesty, were ncoasarily directed, exclusive¬ 
ly, to repelling a perfidious foreign invasionj by applying every resource to the orgMi- 
zation of a Milltarjr Force essentially requisite to the safety of the Nation at so critical 
a juncture. This important object, exclusive as it were by its nature, unavoidably 
produced, a considerable neglect ana decay of the Naval Force, which having engaged 
the attention of The King, became one of the principal objects of his concern, and ac¬ 
quired an additional interest, as soon as a sensible injury, resulting from the causes just 
alluded to, was experienced by the National Commerce, by its frequent interruption 
both in the Seas of Europe and Amcrira, In addition to this serious evil, the faithful 
subjects of His Majesty, in some of his Dominion, beyond Seas, were exposed to the 
greatest inconvenience by the want or failure of the succour necessary to preserve them 
from the disorder and anarchy to which anterior circumstances had given rise. The 
delay attending the construction and repair of ships, although undertaken and acceler¬ 
ated, with a special view to the object, was far from satisfying the earnest desire of the 
King, to apply a remedy to these evils with all possible expetlition; happily the Wisdom 
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squadron is announced (under date of Feb’y 27) made as all such articles are 
to land in true castilian language the wonderful forecast & wisdom of his 
majesty, & his paternal care of his vassals. What is particularly curious in 
this piece (probably from the pen of Mr. Pizarro himself) is that his majesty, 
as tho’ he had no minister fit for the business, or in whom he could confide, 
takes the merit of having conducted in person, & brought to a termination 
this arduous negotiation: this however added to the assertion that 
sacrifice*’ but a pecuniary one has been made to this important acquisition, 
necessarily confirms the suspicion that some secret articles exist by which 
other '^sacrifices** are made. In fine the squadron consists of 5 ships of 74 
guns each & 3 of 44, all completedly armed. These are to exterminate the 
pirates in both hemispheres, to restore commerce to its rights, the insurgents 
to the rule of their lawful sovereign, to make agriculture, manufactures & 
the finances flourish & to give peace & prosperity to the whole world. 

A day or two since I received from our Consul at Lisbon the President’s 
message of January respecting the occupation of Amelia Island &c. 
From the language of the message I infer that you are yet in negotiation with 
Mr. Onis. Should you come to terms I conclude of course that these new 
grantees of all the lands in the Floridas will be shut out; but they seem to be 
"sure of their fact" & some of them are taking measures to dispose of their 
property. The king certainly has not been aware of what he was doing, or of 
the value of what he gave away; in Spanish theological phrase this is repartir 
la capa de Christo entre ladrones. 

Sir Henry Wellesley has repeatedly expressed to me the sincere wishes of 
his government to see the disputes between us & this country amicably 


of the King has found the means of supplying every deficiency in the resources of his 
paternal heart, and in the sincere friendship of His August Ally, the Emperor of All the 
Russias. A direct Negotiation on this subject having been opened by His Majesty 
himself, and brought to a happy conclusion, His Majesty has been enabled to acquire 
for Spain the property of this Squadron which we owe to his efforts, without any other 
sacrifice than the just payment, in Money, of the fair value of the vessels composing 
it, and to effect this payment His Majesty has found ample resources which will prevent 
the necessity of imposing any burthens upon his faithful Subjects. The August 
Sovereijg:n of All the Russias, who to his immortal Glory^ has so powerfully contributed 
to the ^Ivation of Europe, by rescuing it from an ignominious Yoke, and reestablishing 
Order and Legitimacy, will also contribute, by this Transaction, to the augmentation 
of the Naval Forces of The King, to the Protection of Spanish Commerce, to extirpating 
the Pirates which infest our Seas, defending the faithful Subjects beyond Seas who are 
there exposed to the horrors of Anarchy and Disorder, and restoring to Europe the 
benefits of which it has been deprived by the commotions in America. If Providence, 
as we are bound to hope, favours the just views of His Majesty, in this and other measures 
adopted to carry his beneficent intentions into effect, we shall again see Commerce revive 
with security; Ajgriculture and Industry flourish by the easy and advantageous export 
of their productions; the Funds of the State advance; order restored in our American 
Dominions, and all the Spaniards of both Hemispheres, united in the Bonds of Frater¬ 
nity, glorify the Sovereign, to whose Wisdom and paternal Care they will be indebted 
for so many Blessings; and that from the Southern Extremity of Europe there will be 
but one feeling of sympathy and veneration for the noble and generous sentiments of 
the August Autocrat of the North, who in his friendship for our Beloved Sovereign, 
has afforded him an aid so important towards remedying the Evils under which His 
People suffers. 
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settled, & lately has told me the particulars of a conversation between you & 
Lord Castlereagh just previous to your leaving London, in which that minis¬ 
ter spoke to the same effect. Upon the whole therefore I have lately en¬ 
couraged hopes that some way has been found to get over what appeared to 
me to be nearly insuperable difficulties: but however the negotiations may 
terminate I pray you not to be unmindful of the desire with respect to myself 
which I took the liberty of mentioning to you previous to your return home. 
With Sincere Respect [etc.]. 


1081 

Lmis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adam, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 7, 1818. 

Sir: I have received official advice, through different channels, that the 
expedition of French adventurers which left Philadelphia towards the end of 
last year, with the apparent intention of going to Tombigbee, but in reality 
to Galvezton, is now receiving, at the former place, a considerable number of 
recruits, and large supplies of military stores from the ports of New Orleans, 
Charleston, Savannah, and others within this republic; from whence they 
proceed in snaall parties to Galvezton, and thus elude the vigilance of the 
Government. 

From the period at which (namely, on the 6th of September last) I an¬ 
nounced to you the preparations for this expedition, referring for its un¬ 
questionable certainty to the plan communicated to this Government by the 
minister of France, which offered the most indubitable proof that Joseph 
Bonaparte was at the head of it, with the rash project of bdng crowned King 
of Mexico, I have relied on your assurances to the same ambassador, and 
which were forthwith communicated by him to me, that the most effectual 
measures had been taken by the Government to prevent its execution. 
But, perceiving that this expedition daily takes a greater consistence, and 
that the recruiting and supplies clandestinely sent from this republic are not 
put a stop to, I can no longer refrain from again calling your attention, and, 
through you, that of the President, to the enormous abuse of the hospitality 
offered by this republic, on the part of Joseph Bonaparte and his adherents, 
with a view to disturb the tranquillity of Europe, and especially that of the 
possessions of the King, my master. 

I would have considered myself dispensed from the necessity of again 
pressing this subject on your attention, if it had appeared possible for me to 
' American Stale Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 494. 
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restrain these armaments by the employment of judicial means; but, un¬ 
fortunately, the act of Congress of the 20th April last for preserving neutrali¬ 
ty with foreign nations, and others already in force, although highly judi¬ 
cious, are easily eluded; and although these practices are public and notorious 
throughout the whole Union, His Majesty’s consuls advise me that, through 
a deficiency of evidence, they cannot be restrained by a regular application 
of the law. 

Convinced, however, as I am, that nothing is more remote from the inten¬ 
tion of the President than to tolerate hostile expeditions within the terri¬ 
tories of the republic, directed against Powers with which it is in a state of 
profound peace, I cannot for a moment doubt that his excellency will take 
into his most serious consideration what is due to the demand which I now 
make in the name of my sovereign, that Joseph Bonaparte, the generals 
Lallemand, and other Frenchmen now residing in this country, be compelled 
to keep themselves within the bounds prescribed by the hospitality and 
generosity with which they have been received, and prevented from con¬ 
tinuing to organize expeditions for the purpose of invading the territory of 
His Catholic Majesty, and disturbing the peace enjoyed by his subjects. 

I therefore hope that you will be pleased, sir, to inform me of the measures 
which may be taken on this subject, in order that, in communicating them to 
my sovereign, His Majesty may see in them a confirmation of the amicable 
sentiments of this republic towards his monarchy. 

I renew [etc.]. 


1082 

Lttis de OiUs, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Slates ' 

[toanslation] 

Bristol, June p, i8i8. 

Sir : At my passage through Baltimore, on my way to Philadelphia, it was 
represented to me by His Catholic Majesty’s consul for the State of Mary¬ 
land that there were then in that port four pirates, or privateers, if you please 
so to call them, namely, the Independencia del Sud, Captain Grennolds; the 
Pueyrredon, alias Mangore, Captain Barnes; the RepubPicano, Captain Chase; 
and the schooner Alerta, Captain Chaytor. These pirates, denominated 
privateers or vessels of war of the pretended Government of Buenos Ayres, 
have entered the port of Baltimore for the purpose of dividing the spoil re¬ 
sulting from their depredations on Spanish commerce, and of refitting and 
arming to renew these excesses on the high seas. It is a matter of universal 
> American Stale Papers, Foreign Rdalions, IV, 494. 



1968 


PART XIII: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 


notoriety at Baltimore that three of the above-named vessels were fitted out 
there, and the fourth is a schooner captured by them from Spanish subjects; 
it is no less so that their commanders, and the greater part of the crews, are 
American citizens, and that there is scarcely a single individual belonging to 
Buenos Ayres to be found among them. 

Whoever has read the so-called constitution and the provisional laws 
existing at Buenos Ayres, (for there is nothing there but what is provisional,) 
must know that no vessel of the rebels can sail under their flag unless the 
captain and one-half of the crew be natives of that country, and that no 
foreigner can be naturalized there till after five years' residence. I submit 
to your judgment, sir, whether, on such grounds, the vessels in question can 
be admitted to be Buenos Ayrean privateers, or whether the American 
captains and crews that man them, commissioned or not by that rebel 
Government, can be considered as citizens of that country; and whether, 
agreeably to the laws of nations and the existing treaty between His Majesty 
and this republic, they can be viewed in any other light than as pirates; and 
if it be possible for you to conceal from your discernment that the captains 
and crews of these vessels have violated the laws of this Union in perpetrating 
these atrocities to the dishonor of the American name. I repeat, that I 
submit it to your consideration to determine whether the prizes made by 
vessels under these circumstances ought not to be restored to their lawful 
owners or that these persons ought to be indemnified by the United States, 
seeing that they have tolerated such armaments in violation of their laws, 
of the laws of nations, and of the existing treaty between Spain and this 
republic. 

I am aware, sir, that you will tell me that the courts are open to the re¬ 
cognizance of claims of this nature, and ready to apply the law to such cases 
as occur and are supported by suitable testimony; but I am under the neces¬ 
sity of declaring to you that it is in vain to seek such testimony, however 
clear it may be to every body. I have remonstrated in the most pointed 
manner with His Majesty’s consul on his attention to points of so much im¬ 
portance; but he has proved to me that a great portion of the commercial 
people of Baltimore being interested in the cases which produce my present 
reclamations, no one is willing to come forward and offer testimony against 
what is termed the general interest; and thus the wise measures of Govern¬ 
ment are eluded, justice is paralyzed, and the suits procrastinated and de¬ 
ferred from court to court, with a view to deprive His Majesty’s subject of 
that justice which they have an undoubted right to seek in the tribunals on 
all their claims. 

Presuming that all I have stated is well known to you and to the President, 
I cannot but persuade myself that it is highly disapproved of, and I am en¬ 
tirely willing to believe that, if these abuses are not remedied, it is owing to 
a want of due attention to the execution of the orders of the Government; 
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but my duty compels me to call the attention of the President to this im¬ 
portant point, and to represent to him, through the medium of your Depart¬ 
ment, that (as far as I have been able to ascertain) the vessels in question, in 
addition to their object in coming hither, for the purpose of conveying to the 
parties interested at Baltimore the proceeds of their spoliations on the 
Spanish commerce, and, among others, that of the Philippine Company’s 
ship Triton, to the amount of a million and a half of dollars, captured by the 
pirate Independencia del Sud, and carried to Buenos Ayres to be sold there, 
have a project in fitting out anew, and of attacking some possession of the 
King, my master, on this continent, to which they may more easily send their 
prizes; that these same privateers have brought in two Spanish prizes, which 
are at this moment in the port of Baltimore, one of them a vessel belonging to 
the royal navy. I therefore demand, in the name of the King, my master, 
the restoration of those prizes, as having been made by American citizens 
and vessels fitted out in this country, in violation of the existing treaty be¬ 
tween the two Powers; and that the sailing of the said privateers be stopped, 
and they compelled to give security for the result of an expedition, of which, 
without knowing positively that they intend to execute it, I have the strong¬ 
est grounds for presuming they mean to do. I therefore hope that this sub¬ 
ject will receive all the attention which I claim, and that you will be persuad¬ 
ed that, in taking the liberty to trouble you with it, it is because I have no 
other recourse, as I have in all other cities of the Union, where the officers of 
the Government afford the requisite attention to the reclamations of His 
Majesty’s consuls, and the citizens are disposed to offer the necessary testi¬ 
mony in support of justice and the maintenance of the laws. 

I seize this occasion to renew [etc.]. 


1083 

George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

Iextkact] 

Madrid, June ii, x8i8. 

In my letter No 59 (Jan’y 10)* I had the honor to communicate to you 
what I had then learnt respecting the mediation of the allied Sovereigns in 
the disputes between Spain and Brazil, and that special powers had been 
finallygiven by this government to the Duke ofFernan Nunez its Ambassador 
at Paris.—I have just now been favored with a sight of the notes of the 
Plenipotentiaries of either party submitted to the Congress of mediators. 
* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XV. ’ See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1076. 
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Count Pamela admitting the Sovereign title of Spain to the territory in 
question, proposes that the pacification of Buenos Ayres shall precede the 
evacuation of Montevideo by the troops of his master. The Duke of Fernan 
NuRez rejects this proposal, and it appears that the Congress take side with 
him on this point. Count Pamela then states that tho’ not authorised to 
stipulate for the immediate evacuation of Montevideo, yet from a desire not 
to arrest the progress of the negotiation, he will propose the terms on which 
he will consent to such evacuation. These terms are: 

ist. That Spain shall send a force sufficient to protect Montevideo not 
only against Artigas, but against the people of Buenos Ayres, and that since 
Brazil is at peace with Buenos Ayres and has only to defend its possession 
against the attacks of Artigas, the Spanish force ought to be at least equal 
to that of Brazil. 

2nd. That the expenses incurred by Brazil in taking possession shall be 
reimbursed by Spain. 

3d. That the boundaries between the Brazilian and Spanish Territories 
in that quarter shall be definitively ascertained and agreed on. 

4th. That the stipulations made by the King of Brazil with the people of 
Montevideo shall be faithfully observed by Spain. 

On such terms Pamela offers to sign a treaty sub spe rati. 

Fernan Nufiez agrees that a force shall be sent even greater than that of 
Brazil, and he agrees that the stipulations made with the people of Monte¬ 
video shall be observed, but he declines paying to Brazil the expenses of her 
expedition and he proposes to defer settling the boundaries to a future day; 
he takes occasion to reproach Brazil for being on good terms with the ‘‘in¬ 
surgents’’ of Buenos Ayres, and objects to the reserved form in which Pamela 
would sign the Treaty. Pamela replies with respect to the boundary that 
on evacuating Montevideo it will be necessary that the troops of Brazil 
should establish themselves on the frontier of that kingdom to defend it 
against all danger, that there fortifications and other expensive establish¬ 
ments must be made—hence the necessity of immediately determining the 
boundary line. He replies victoriously to the reproach of Fernan Nuftez as 
to the good understanding of Brazil with the “ Insurgents”, shewing that the 
government of Spain itself has approved of the policy of Brazil in this respect, 
and he professes a disposition on the part of his master to co-operate with the 
allied Sovereigns in bringing that people back to their allegiance, providing 
that no forcible means shall be resorted to; he re-urges the right of Brazil to be 
indemnified for her expenses; and finally as to the mode in which he has 
proposed to sign the Treaty he observes that it will occasion no delay, for in 
whatever mode signed the ratification will be always necessary &c. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States '■ 

[translation] 

Bristol, July 27, 1818. 

SiR^ It is some time since I have received positive and circumstantial in¬ 
formation that a person, acting under a commission from the rebels at Buenos 
Ayres, had given orders for the building of two frigates, of twenty-eight or 
thirty guns each, at New York; and that, armed, equipped, and manned with 
cftizens of this republic, they are to proceed from that port on a cruise against 
the commerce and subjects of His Catholic Majesty. 

Although so manifest a violation of the laws of the United States, to the 
injury of my sovereign, imposed on me the duty of immediately soliciting of 
the President such measures as are in conformity with the laws of the Union 
and the peace and good understanding existing between the two nations, and 
would put a stop to this evil, yet, faithful to the system I have laid down of 
not trespassing on the attention of your Government, except in cases of in¬ 
dispensable necessity, I directed His Majesty's consul at New York, after he 
had obtained all the legal evidence required by the courts, to have recourse 
to them with that calmness and confidence with which the justice of his 
cause should inspire him when submitted to impartial and enlightened mag¬ 
istrates. 

His Majesty's consul has just informed me that, agreeably to my instruc¬ 
tions, he had applied to the district attorney, stating that he was possessed 
of sundry declarations of persons, corroborating each other, showing that the 
laws of the United States had been violated, and requesting him to cause the 
said vessels to be stopped and proceeded against, together with the parties 
concerned in their equipment, in the manner prescribed by theactof Congress 
of 20th April last, section 11. The district attorney appears not to have been 
very anxious to carry the act into execution, as he replied that he would not 
do so, although fifty such declarations were presented to him. I do not pre¬ 
tend to inquire into the motives of the attorney’s feelings or conduct, which, 
to say the least, was extraordinary; but I deem it indispensable to transmit 
to you four of the original declarations referred to,^ that they may be laid be- 

^ American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 500. 

* The documents follow: 

State of New York, City of New York, ss: 

Samuel Samuels, by profession a mariner, at present in the city of New York, being 
duly sworn, says: That, about the iith or 12th of July instant, deponent was at Domi¬ 
nick Morrises house, where they were shipping hands for the Curiazo; he met there a 
Mr. Brown, who was the man who attended on shore to the enlisting and shipping of 
the crew; this gentleman asked deponent whether he did not wish to ship on board of 
the Curiazo, and upon this requested him to walk up stairs, and he would inform de¬ 
ponent all about the object of the vessel; they went up stairs, and Mr. Brown then said 
that the Curiazo was destined to go around Cape Horn, or would go to Buenos Ayres 
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fore the President, and that he may be pleased to direct, with the urgency re¬ 
quired by the case, the collector of the customs at New York tostoptheabove- 


In the patriot service; that she would join the other ship, which was lying in North 
river, named the NoraHOt and they would be absent about two years; deponent signed 
articles, at the office of the notary, Mr* Palmer; he did not read the articles at the time 
of signing; the wages were fourteen dollars a month, and two months' advance, which 
sum IS paid in like manner to all the crew, fourteen dollars at the time of signing the 
articles, and fourteen dollars after getting on board; he went on board on Tuesday, the 
21st of July instant, and found sixty hands on board, agreeably to the muster which 
was made; and there were others on shore who had enlisted but not yet come aboard; 
there werea captain, several lieutenants, a sailingmaster, many midshipmen, a boatswain, 
boatswain^® mates, boatswain's yeomen, several quartermasters, a gunner, gunner's 
mate, and two quarter-gunners, two captains for each of the tops—fore-top, muen-top, 
and main-top, two captains of the forecastle, two captains of the after-guard, a captjua 
of the hold, and green hands to form a company of marines; deponent was captain of the 
main-top of the mrboard watch; the hands were exercised eveiy day in loosing and han¬ 
dling the saili; some of the hands were employed in making wads for the cannon; the 
gun® were not yet come on board, but they were expected daily, and the hand® conversed 
about the stations which they would hold at the guns; the exercising of the crews, which 
he has before mentioned, was the same as is customary in the service of the United 
States on board their vesmd® of war; there was a regular watch kept up during the day 
and night, one-half of the crew being on watch all the night; the nands were all piped 
by the boatswain and the boatswaims mate at their several meals; when officers came 
on board, the sides were manned for them by way of salute; and, In every respect, the 
discipline and duty kept up was the same as k practised in the navy service. 

Wnen the def>onent shipi>eci, the notary told him to leave a will and jKiwer to enable 
the landlord to receive tne prize-money which deponent might become entitled to; 
which de^xment did accordingly in favor of Dominick Morris. The general under¬ 
standing on board the vessel m. that they were to cruise along the coast of South America 
after their arrival at Bueno® Ayres. The vessel is built in every reir>ect as a of 
war; the water below i® secured exactly in the manner that it is done on board a man- 
of-war, which is different from what m usual in the merchant service. Deponent further 
saith not, 

Samuel Samuels, his X mark. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 23d day of July, x8i8, 

James HoesoN, S, Jusike. 


State of New York, CUy cf New Fork, ss: 

George W* Lynch, of the dty of New York, merchant, being duly sworn, says; That 
on the 23d day of July Instant, he went on board the ship Cunmo^ lying in the North 
river, in this port, in company with a Mr. Atkinson, who said he was the puiw of the 
said vessel; deponent counted thirty cannon lying on the deck, and a number of new 
g^m-carriagai which were lying upon one another, and appeared to be equally numerous; 
ne was presented to the several officer®, was told by tnem that there were a captain, 
four lieutenants, and a number of midshipmen; that the captain was named Delano, 
the first lieutenant m named Van Beuren, the second Grinnelow, the third Smith, and 
the fourth Cobbett; he was told by the purser that the vessel, together with the Horaiio, 
another ship lying near, waa bound to Buenos Ayres; there app^red to be a great num¬ 
ber of men on board; he waa told by md purser that it was their intention to take one 
hundred men; that the crew were paid two months'advance, and that, as a further induce¬ 
ment to them to ship, they had the prospect of prize money. In conversation with a 
Mr. Sullivan, who is at the head of the suipcaf department for the two vewels, and 
was now on board the Cwriosa, he (Mr. Sullivan) said, "I am sorry that the guns are 
not carronades instead of gunnade®;" but then immediately added, "however, it m 
better as it is; we shall want long guns to fight the Spaniards." Deponent was carried 
through the ve^l, and the different parts of It were pointed out to him; the captain’s 
room, the lieutenants’ room, and the midshipmen's room, were severally and re8i)ectively 
designated; there was a aimntity of cannon balls between the decki; all hands were 
piped by the boatswain wnlle deponent was on board. This vessel is newly built, has 
been launched but a short time, and is now preparing for her first voyage; she is pierced 
for many guns, and is built In every resp^ like a frigate. 

Deponent left this vmel in company with the surgeon, Mr. SuIHvan, and proceeded 
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mentioned vessels, in order that they, as well as the parties engaged in their 
outfit, may be proceeded against in due form of law, and the necessary force 
employed for the faithful execution of his duty. 

with him to the other ship the Horatio, This gentleman is the surgeon of the Horatio, 
and told deponent that he had selected the surgeons for this and the other vessel, (the 
Cunazo;) that he had examined them m order to ascertain that they were duly qualified* 
he mentioned that the crews of each vessel would consist at present of one hundred 
men for each, but that their complement was three hundred men for each - that the med¬ 
ical list which was handed to him for both vessels was for six hundred men: he showed 
deponent his medicine chest, his tools, and other implements, and said that he had 
every thing in pmplete order; he showed deponent into a room below the cabin, which 
he said would be his station m time of action; deponent said he supposed there would 
be little fighting, to which Mr. Sullivan answered, don’t know, the Spaniards have 
got a fine frigate out there with five hundred men.” Deponent was told on board of 
this vessel by the said surgeon, and by another officer, the second lieutenant, that, 
besides the captain, Skinner, who was commodore of the two vessles, the Horatio had 
four lieutenants and a number of midshipmen; the first lieutenant is named Currie, and 
the second Eakin; deponent was shown into the several rooms of the captain, lieutenants, 
and midshipmen; the cannon had not yet been brought on board of this vessel, but the 
officers told deponent they expected them shortly; this vessel resembles the other in 
every respect, was built at the same time, and has never yet been to sea. Speaking 
about the complement of men for these vessels, Mr. Eakin, the second lieutenant, told 
the deponent that although they would take out for the present only one hundred men 
each, they would have no difficulty in making up the full number, which would be three 
hundred, at Buenos Ayres, because sailors there would leave the privateers to enter 
these vessels. He said that if Mr. Aguirre, when he commenced the building of these 
vessels, had employed a merchant, instead of making the contract himself, he would 
have saved a ^eat deal of money, at least fifteen per cent.; that Dacy and Didier, of 
Baltimore, had received money from Aguirre, and had offered to transact all the business 
of these vessels, and to bond them for five per cent., but that he was unwilling to allow 
them more than two and a half per cent.; they offered also to allow him bank interest 
for his money while it was in their hands; but they came to no agreement, owing to the 
smallness of the commission which Aguirre was willing to allow them; and that the 
vessels had cost him a very large sum of money, every thing having been fitted up in 
the most costly manner; that the cannon had been made by Mason, of Washington. 
The surgeon, Mr. Sullivan, speaking of the discipline of the two vessels, said that of 
the Horatio was superior to the Curiazo; that, on board of the Horatio, the medical, 
returns were made daily, the same as on board a man of war. When deponent went on 
board of the Horatio, the sides were manned, which was also done when he left it; thia 
ceremony is a compliment or salute to the person who comes on board, and is customary 
on board vessels of war, and not in merchant vessels. 

While on board the Horatio, the said Eakin said that he had always been treated 
well by the Spaniards, but said some other words, the import of which was that this 
was a speculation, ana that he must do the best he could for himself; Mr. Currie, the 
first lieutenant, also said that he had always been well treated by the Spaniards, and 
that he would treat them so until he could not help doing otherwise—alluding to what 
he would do in time of battle. 

Mr. Wynans, of the firm of Ten Eyck, Wynans, & Co., told deponent that they, 
together with two other block-makers, made the blocks for both of the said ships; they 
were employed by Captain Skinner and Mr. Aguirre jointly, both being together; but 
Mr. Aguirre gave the directions to Skinner, and appeared to be the owner; that he 
(Wynans) called frequently upon Aguirre for directions; and, when all the work was 
done, Aguirre paid him. 

Mr, Bakewell, a sailmaker, told deponent that Mr. Aguirre made the agreement with 
him for the sails of one of the ships, and paid him the amount. 

Geo. W. Lynch. 

Sworn this 25th day of July, 1818, before me, 

Charles Christian. 

State of New York, City of New York, ss: 

John B. Sickles, being duly sworn, says: That on the 22d of July instant he called upon 
Joseph Skinner, whom he understood to be the captain or commander of the two vessels 
named the Curiazo and Horatio, which are fitting in this port for Buenos Ayres; he met 
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This demand, which I renew in the name of my sovereign, being in strict 
conformity with the laws of this republic, I cannot for a moment doubt that 
the President will readily comply with it; and that you will have the good¬ 
ness to advise me of its having been carried into effect, that I may direct the 


him in the neighborhood of Washington Hall, at his residence, and found a large number 
of gentlemen collected; there were about twenty, among whom was Mr. Aaron H. 
Palmer, the notary*, the conversation was exclusively relating to those vessels, their arms 
and equipment, some saying that a portion of the guns were larger than others. On the 
23d of July he saw Captain Skinner again, and asKed him to provide the deponent with 
an officer's birth on board of one of the said vessels; Captain Skinner referred him to Mr. 
Palmer, who said that all the officers’ stations were full; deponent repeated his desire to 
be employed, and Skinner told him he might go as supernumerary in the capacity of 
acting midshipman. During this conversation Mr. Palmer told Captain Skinner that 
he was short of funds; to which Skinner replied, "You must go to Mr. Aguirre for them, 
you know I am not the owner." On the 24th of July deponent saw Captain Skinner 
again at Mr. Palmer's office; der>onent asked when he should go on board. Skinner told 
him during the course of the day, Defjonent accordingly went on board on the a4th, in 
company with Wiiliam Net bit, a young man who was also told by Captain Skinner that 
he might go m supernumerary; when deponent got on board of the ship Horaiio, which 
was lying in the stream, he rerwrted himself to Lieutenant Currie, who was the first 
lieutenant on board thereof. Currie told deponent and the said Nesbit that he could 
not receive them unless they brought a written order from the captain, because they bad 
so many officers already; deponent remained on board about four hours, during which 
time he got into conversation with several of the officers; one of them, named Weed, told 
deponent that he is the captain of marines on board; that when the vessels arrived out at 
Buenos Ayres the officers exj^ed to receive their warrants from the Buenw Ayrmn 
Clovemment; that Captain Skinner had promised them that he would get them from that 
C^vernment for these officers; deponent was told by Mr. Weed that there were thr^ 
lieutenants on board, that there were eight midshipmen on the list, and twelve supm*- 
nunieraries besides deponent and Mr. msbit; that after the vessels got out to sea, if 
these persons were wanted, they would be turned forward; this deponent understood to 
allude to their being wanted in time of action. He said they had on board at present 
ninety-five men, and they Intended to get more; ha said he expected that it would be a 
troublesome job for him to exercise his marines, which he would have to do soon; the 
•discipline on ixmrd this vwel is the same as that on board a vessel of war; the watch was 
chang^ while deponent was on board, and the lieutenants also changed their watch, the 
hands being piped by the boatswain; the arm-chest, containing guns, pistols, cutlasM®, 
^c., was brought on board while deponent was there; he was told that the great guns 
were exfiected on the following day, (the 25th*) ^hat the guns of the Curimo were eight* 
jKmnders, between carronades and gunnades, but that those of the Horalw were fang 
eighteens, that being the commodore’s ship; that they were brass guns, and had been 
selected for this vessel; that these guns were different from those of the other vmei, 
because these were intended for long fighting, or fighting at a distance, and the others 
for close enpgement. After being on board for several hours, deponent came ashore 
with the said William Nesbit, ancTcalled upon Captain Skinner, told him what Lieu¬ 
tenant Currie had said, and asked him for an order, which Captain Skinner gave, and 
which is in the words followingi "Mr. Currie: Sir, you wili please to receive Mr. J. B. 
Sickles and William Nesbit on board the ship HorcUio as supernumeraries, and you will 
oblige yours, Joseph Skinner. July 24, 1818." This note is directed "Mr. wlULam 
Currie, ship Ewram** Deponent further says, that when he was on board the 
on the 24th, the officers were speaking about the cannon which was expected on board 
the ll&raiiQ^ and tlmt which was on ooard of the Curiazo, and said that they would 
mount it, b^use they did not expect that there would be any opposition from the 
Spantsli consul; there was a large quantity of potatoes on board, which they were em¬ 
ploy^ in assorting, and. while thus engaged, one of the officers said those were very bad 
potatoes for a cruise; the number of Darrels deponent supposes nearly two hundred. 
And further the deponent saith not. 


John B. Sicklss. 
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consul to produce the necessary testimony for the elucidation and decision 
of a case transcendently important to the interests of my sovereign. 

I renew [etc.]. 


1085 

Luis de Onis^ Spanish Minister to the United States^ to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 


Bristol, July 28, 1818. 

I had the honor yesterday^ to transmit to you the declarations of four in¬ 
dividuals, affording the most positive proof of the violation which has taken 
place in the port of New York of the laws of this republic, to the signal 
injury of the interests of my sovereign. I now enclose three other declara¬ 
tions,® corroborating the former, and establishing the fact to which I refer. 

1 American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 503. 
a See above, pt. xni, doc, 1084. 
a The declarationfl follow: 

State of New York, City of New York, ss: 

James Young, by profession a mariner, at present in the city of New York, being duly 
sworn, says: That about three weeks ago the deponent was requested by a former ship¬ 
mate of deponent's, named David Rees, to enlist on board the ship Curiazo. Deponent 
went on board that vessel, and there saw Mr. Grinnelow, who was the second lieutenant 
thereof. This gentlemen gave deponent a note to Mr. Brown, who was the shipping 
officer of the vessels, recommending him to take deponent as boatswain's mate for the 
said vessel. Deponent saw Mr. Brown, who 'told him there was no vacancy for boat¬ 
swain's mate, because he had already shipped two, but that he might have the birth of 
quarter-gunner; this birth deponent accepted, and afterwards went to the office of the 
notary in Pine street, whose name deponent believes is Palmer. At this time d^onent 
was told by Mr. Brown that the vessel was going to Buenos Ayres or to the Cape of 
Good Hope. Deponent did not read the articles when he signed them, which was about 
the same time betore mentioned. Deponent went on board the said vessel, the Curiazo, 
which is commanded by Captain Paul Delano. This vessel is pierced for thirty-two 
guns, although there may be more, as deponent has never counted the number of ports. 
Since deponent has been on board, they have taken in a great quantity of extra spars 
and rigging, and a quantity of cordage, much more than is used in the merchant service. 
She has a long-boat, yawl, and sundry other boats, six or seven in number altogether. 
Deponent continued on board until last Friday, the 17th instant. There are on board, 
and in the service of the vessels, a captain, three persons whom deponent knows to be 
lieutenants, a sailingmaster, master's mate, and more than half a dozen midshipmen, 
but how many precisely deponent does not know. When he left the vessel there were 
about seventy hands or sailors on board; and deponent was informed on board, by the 
people generally, that the number was to be increased to one hundred and fifty ^ore. 
The third lieutenant said, in deponent's presence, that when they had one hundred and 
fifty men more they would loolc quite smart. ^ There are a boatswain two boat¬ 
swain's mates, four quartermasters, two captains of the fore-top, two of the mam-top, 
and two of the mizen-top, two captains of the after-guard, two quarter-gunners, of 
which the deponent was one. a captain of the hold, and boatswain s yeoman. The 
crew are mustered every Sunday; the hands are piped to breakfast, dinner, and supper; 
and when an officer comes on board, the boatswain attends the side, and the whole 
service and duty is performed in every respect the same as is done on board a man^if- 
war, which deponent is conversant with, having served m the English navy nearly five 
years. A quartermaster is kept constantly on the look out, to prevent any persons 




I assure myself that, in consideration of these circumstances you will have 
no doubt of the justice of the demand I now make, in the name of the King, 

coming on board without leave, and at night some watch forward, and some aft. It 
is the understanding of all the hands on board, that when they arrive at Buenos Ayr^ 
they will be employed in the service there; and the officers have said they will make 
their fortunes by it. The boatswain, Mr. Crisp, told deponent yesterday that, 
night before, the cannon were taken on board. James Johnson, the quartermaster, 
told deponent the same thing, and that thirty-two eighteen pounders had been taW 
on board, besides a quantity of shot. The same was mentioned by the boatswain's 
mate. He further says that the above deposition has been this day read to him, and 
that he declares the same to be in every respect correct. The Curitt&o is a new vessd, 
just built in the port of New York, and has never been to sea. Captain Joseph Skinner, 
deponent has heard and believes, is captain of another ship, also lately built in the port 
of New York, and which has not yet sailed, but which is intended to go on the same 
service with tne Curiazo, The name of the first lieutenant is Mr. Van Beuren, 

James Young. 

Sworn this 25th day of July, before me, 

Geo. W. Morton, 

CommissioMr in the circuit court of the United States of America for the S>D, N.Y, 

State of New York, City of New York, ss: 

David Rees, being duly sworn, says: That he has heard, read, and examined the pre¬ 
ceding deposition of James Young; that all the facts therein stated, relating to the con¬ 
dition and armament of the said ^ip Curiazo, are correct and true in eveiy respect; that 
deponent is employed at present on board the said ship Curiazo in the capacity d 
boatswain's yeoman; he was shipped by Mr. Brown, the shipping officer of the vessel; ^ 
signed articles at Mr. Palmer's; has been on board the Curiazo since the iith of July 
instant. On the 22d and 23d of July, the great guns were taken on board; last evening, 
and until a late hour of night, these cannon were taken from on board again, as also the 
shot, and were put on board of a sloop which, it was mentioned, and generally under¬ 
stood on board, was going down towards Sandy Hook, to be put on board again there. 
Captain Paul Delano commands the Curiazo] that a few daya ago deponent told md 
captain that he could wait no longer, and would not go with the vmel; Delano urged 
him to remain, said he was only waiting for his sweetmeats, (meaning his cannon,) and 
that, as soon as they were got on board, they would show the Spaniards play; that it 
present they cleared out for Buenos Ayres, and all hands shipp^ as seamen, becauie 
they did not dare to do otherwise; but that as soon as the vessels got out to sea, then the 
several stations would be assigned to the men, respectively. This ve^l is completdy 
a frigate, duty is done on board the same as in the State service, and she has forty-two 
different signals, many of which deponent has seen. Captain Joteph Skinner commanck 
the other ship, called the Horatio, which is to be used in the same service; he is the com¬ 
modore of both vessels. Deponent was going to hoist a pennant one morning on bcird 
the Curiazo, when the lieutenant ordered him to stop and see whether the commodm^ 
(meaning the other ship, the Horatio) would hoist, and, finding that he did not, deponent 
stemped, and the pennant was not hoisted. 

Both these vessels were lately built in New York; they have not yet been to sea. 

David Rees. 

Sworn this 25th day of July, 1818. 

George W. Morton, 

Commissioner in the circuit court of the United States of America for the S. D* N, Y* 
City of New York, ss: 

James Stoughton, being duly sworn, says: That the preceding are correct copm el 
original depositions now in the possession of deponent, and which he retains for 
safety in the matters therein mentioned. 

James Stoughton. 

Sworn this 26th day of July, x8i8, before me, 

Geo, Wilson, N, T., New York* 

State of New York, City of New York, ss: 

Thomas Stoughton, consul of Spain, being duly sworn, says: On the 1st day of 
tember last, (1817,) he had a conversation with Mr. Noah Brown, of the city of New 
York, who told him that Don Manuel Hermenegildo de Aguirre, the agent or repr(»ia> 
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my master, or of the urgency with which I claim of the President to issue the 
necessary orders to the collector of the customs at New York to detain the 
two Buenos Ayres armed ships alluded to, and the requisite instructions to 
have the case immediately brought before the proper tribunal. 

I trust, sir, that you will have the goodness to transmit to the aforesaid 
collector the seven declarations forwarded to you, for the purpose of prevent¬ 
ing’ the escape of these two armed vessels, as they have already endeavored 
to do; it being confidently relied on that, if the suit be once instituted, 
nothing can save them from the impartial justice of the court. 

I beg you to pardon this trepass on your time, to which circumstances have 
compelled me, and that you will accept [etc.]. 


1086 

George W, Erving^ United States Minister to Spainy to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Madrid, August g, i8i8. 

Sir: In my letter No. 71 June ii,’ I had the honor to communicate to you 
what had just then passed at Paris in the negotiation by intermediation re¬ 
specting the disputes between Spain & Brazil. I am now informed of all 
that has subsequently passed on the same matter, but as I have not had an 
opportunity of taking notes from the papers relating to it, I can only state 
their contents from memory. After a great deal of preliminary negotiation 
in conference, between the Duke of Fernan Nunez Plenipotentiary of Spain, 
and Count Palmela & the Marquis of Marialva Plenipotentiaries of Portugal, 
all turning upon the propositions made on either side in the month of June, 
Fernan Nuflez was desired to put his thoughts on paper. His note is of the 
I2th July and contains but some trifling modifications of his former pro¬ 
posals. The Portuguese Ministers instead of replying specially to that note, 
address themselves directly to the Congress; they make but a very slight and 
not a very respectful mention of Fernan Nunez his note and then enter 
into the matter, presenting formal projects of a Treaty & Convention. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XVI. 

* See above, pt. xni, doc. 1083. _ 

tative from the Buenos Ayres Government, had contracted with him (Brown) and with 
Mr. Cheeseraan, of this city, to build two vessels, of twenty-eight guns each, for the use 
of the Government of Buenos Ayres; that their tonnage would be seven hundred tons 
each, for which he would pay forty dollars a ton for the hulls; that they would be launched 
aboutthe 30th December, 1817; that they would cost, when armed, about eighty thou¬ 
sand dollars each. 

Thomas Stoughton. 
George Welson, iV. P., New York, 


Sworn this 26th July, 1818, before me, 
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The substance of these is thus: Montevideo shall be delivered up to the troops 
of Spain; the amount of those troops shall be 10,000; six (or three) months 
notice shall be given to the Portuguese Minister in Spain of the time fixed for 
their departure; the transports in which they are carried shall after landing 
them be placed at the disposition of Brazil to carry off her troops; the formal 
delivery of Montevideo shall be by commissaries of the intermediating 
sovereigns; at the time of delivery Spain shall pay to Brazil the expenses of 
the occupation estimated (I think) at about 8 millions of francs; the delivery 
of Montevideo to Spain shall not be made in any such way as may com- 
promit Brazil against the people of Buenos Ayres; she will only join her good 
offices to those of the allies to reconcile that colony to the Mother Country; 
the people of Montevideo shall be restored to all the rights which they had 
before the revolution, there shall be a general pardon for them and total 
oblivion of the past; their commercial relations shall be secured on the same 
footing that they have under the Portuguese administration; all the articles 
of this Treaty shall be kept perfectly secret ’till the arrival of the Spanish 
troops at Montevideo. The limits between the territories of Spain and 
Brazil in Europe (this alludes to Olivenza &c.) and America, shall be settled 
by a Treaty hereafter to be made with the intermediation of the allies; 'till 
that Treaty is made Brazil shall have the same line that she had in the year 
1815; the Portuguese troops on evacuating shall take up a military position 
to cover the Brazil frontier, which shall commence with and include Maldon¬ 
ado and extend along the range of mountains on the left bank of the River— 
the details to be regulated by a military convention; 'till the troops of Spain 
shall arrive and take possession, Brazil shall be reimbursed by Spain for the 
expenses attending the holding possession. 

Fernan Nufiez aware that the Portuguese plenipotentiaries intended to 
present a project to the Congress, gave in one of his own on the same day. 
He proposes to send troops to take possession; he will pay the expenses in¬ 
curred by Brazil, but these shall be ascertained by a mixed commission; 
pardon shall be granted to the people of Montevideo; the frontiers (in 
America) shall be settled by a separate Treaty. His project is very maigre, 
the greater part of his paper is taken up in exordium; finally the Plenifm- 
tentiaries on either side are invited to discuss their pretensions before the 
Congress; there seems to be but little prospect of their coming to accord: 
if on every point they could agree, this of Olivenza would be a nearly in¬ 
superable difficulty, the Portuguese will insist on its being restored, and the 
Spaniards have not the least disposition to restore it, their accession to the 
acts of the Congress of Vienna notwithstanding. Here they seem to think 
that the King of Brazil has risen in his pretensions since the victory of Genl. 
St. Martin; under that impression it is not very likely that the instructions 
which Mr. Pizarro is now occupied in preparing for Feman Nufiez will be of 
the most conciliatory character. 
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I take this opportunity of transmitting to you copy of a very curious paper, 
it is a note to the French government by the Duke of Fernan Nunez dated 29 
June.^ It is understood to have been made circular as it expresses; and it is 
as you perceive another attempt of this government to enlist the allies in its 
favor upon the disputes between Spain and her colonies, the note is neither 
profound nor eloquent nor persuasive, but you may rely on its being genuine. 
Amongst the numberless faults in its composition is one in the second page, 
where he speaks of la rSbellion atniricaine which most readers may under¬ 
stand to mean our revolution, but he meant there undoubtedly the insur¬ 
rection in the Spanish colonies which he immediately afterwards specifies. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1087 

Luis de OniSf Spanish Minister to the United Statest to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts; translation] 

Washington, October 24, z8i8. 

Sir: Notwithstanding the unfortunate events which have occurred since 
April last, I have received from my court solemn assurances of the sincere 
desire of His Catholic Majesty to see every ground of complaint and dis¬ 
agreement between the United States and Spain completely removed, and of 
his earnest wish to strengthen and cement a good understanding and the 
most cordial friendship between the two nations. . . . 

His Majesty, carrying his particular consideration for the United States^ 
and his sincere desire to meet the wishes of your Government, as far as is 
compatible with the rights and dignity of his crown, has authorized me to 
remove the principal difficulties, and to offer the Government of this republic 
the liberal proposals which I have the honor to enclose in a separate paper* 

If these proposals should, as I hope, appear admissible and satisfactory to 
your Government, all the rest which it will be requisite to change, or add, to 
perfect the definitive adjustment between the two Powers, cannot fail to 
follow of course, and be easy to arrange. Finally, if there should arise any 
difficulty or doubt in the mind of the President upon any one of them, which 
I can remove or clear up, I shall be happy to be made acquainted with it, and 
most cheerfully do for that purpose whatever may be within the limits of my 
powers and instructions. I conceive that what I now purpose is best calcu¬ 
lated to conciliate all the different views and claims, and to adjust all pend- 

^ Not printed in this collection. Covering five manu^ript pages and consisting chiefly of 
sonorous phrases, it mentions the bases on which negotiations with the revolted colonies are 
contemplated, and says the king is disposed to adopt the measures which his Allies consider 
appropriate, provided they are compatible with the preservation of his dignity and rights. 

^American State Papers^ Foreign Relations, IV, 526. 
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ing differences upon just and liberal principles; it being evident, moreover, 
that the advantages are wholly in favor of the United States. 

In concluding this note, I beg leave to repeat that if, before we agree on 
what is requisite to effect the desired arrangement, and with a view to pro¬ 
ceed to it with a more perfect conviction of the unquestionable rights of each 
one of the two Powers, you should think it advisable that we should modify 
and correct any points stated in the present note, by the production and 
examination of the documentary proofs which I have offered, I am ready to 
submit them the moment I receive such intimation from you. 

In the mean time, I repeat [etc.]. 

[enclosure; extract] 

6. Although the two high contracting parties oblige themselves to cause 
the stipulations contained in this treaty, and in that of limits and navigation 
of 1795, to be complied with in all their parts, nevertheless, desirous of avoid¬ 
ing all doubt or misinterpretation of their respective clauses, they oblige 
themselves to make the declarations or laws requisite for the most exact 
observance of all that is above stipulated, as good faith and the honor of both 
Governments require, adopting the most efficacious measures to remedy and 
cut up by the roots the abuses which, contrary to the laws of nations, and 
contrary to what is expressly stipulated in the treaty of 1795, above cited, 
daily occur in some ports in this Union, in consequence of the vague and 
arbitrary interpretation which, it seems, the measures until now adopted are 
susceptible of, and by which means the law is eluded. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adam, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

[extracts; translation] 

Washington, November x6,18x8. 

Sir: I have attentively perused the note of the sist of October last* which 
you addressed to me by order of your government, in answer to mine of the 
24th of the same month*. . . . 

Nor do I find any difficulty in agreeing to the modifications you offer to my 
fifth proposal, and proceeding to the sixth, the object of which is to remedy 
the abuses and violations, repeated pernicious examples of which have oc¬ 
curred in different ports of this republic, through the toleration and counte¬ 
nance given therein to piratical and privateering armaments, against the 

^ Arntrican State Papers, Foreiin Relations, IV, 531. 

• Sec above, pt. i, doc. 67. 

• See above, pt. xiu, doc. 1087. 
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commerce and navigation of Spain. I observe you state that what I propose 
is inadmissible; but I have received orders from my sovereign to insist on this 
point, and to claim of your Government such measures as are imperiously 
called for by the very nature of these abuses and violations, as they not only 
contravene the existing treaty, but are in direct opposition to the most re¬ 
spectable compacts founded on international and public law. 

Whatever may be the forecast, wisdom, and justice conspicuous in the 
laws of the United States, it is universally notorious that a system of pillage 
and aggression has been organized in several ports of the Union against the 
vessels and property of the Spanish nation; and it is equally so that all the 
legal suits hitherto instituted by His Catholic Majesty’s consuls in the courts 
of their respective districts, for its prevention, or the recovery of the property 
when brought into this country, have been, and still are, completely unavail¬ 
ing. The artifices and evasions, by means of which the letter of the law has on 
these occasions been constantly eluded, are sufficiently known, and even the 
combination of interest in persons who are well known, among whom are 
some holding public offices. With a view to afford you and the President 
more complete demonstration of the abuses, aggressions, and piracies alluded 
to, I enclose you correct lists, extracted from authentic documents deposited 
in the archives of this legation, exhibiting the number of privateers or pirates 
fitted out in the United States against Spain, and of the prizes brought by 
them into the ports of the Union, as well as of those sent to other ports, to¬ 
gether with the result of the claims made by Spanish consuls in the courts of 
this country. Among them you will find the case of two armed ships, the 
Horatio and Curiazo^ built at New York, and detained by His Majesty’s 
consul there, on the ground of their having on board thirty pieces of cannon 
concealed, with their carriages, and a crew of one hundred and sixty men; on 
which occasion it was pretended that it could not be proved that these guns 
were not an article of commerce, and they finally put to sea without them, 
the extraordinary number of officers and crew passing for passengers. The 
number of privateers or pirates fitted out and protected in the ports of this 
republic, as well as of the Spanish prizes made by them, far exceeds that 
contained in the within lists; but I only lay before your Government those of 
which I have certain and satisfactory proofs. The right of Spain to an ade¬ 
quate indemnity for all the spoliations committed by these privateers or 
pirates on the crown and subjects of His Catholic Majesty is undeniable; but 
I now submit it to your Government only to point out the extreme necessity 
of putting an end to these continued acts of hostility and depredation, and of 
cutting short these enormous and flagrant abuses and evils, by the adoption 
of such effectual precautions and remedies as will put it out of the power of 
cupidity or iniquity to defeat or elude them. In vain should we endeavor 
amicably to settle and accommodate all existing differences, and thus 
establish peace and good understanding between the two nations, if the 
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practice of these abuses, and the course of these hostilities and piracies on 
the commerce and navigation of Spain should, as heretofore, continue un¬ 
interrupted in the United States. From the tenor of the documents now en¬ 
closed, and of the reflections suggested by the very nature and state of things, 
the President cannot hesitate to assent to my proposal on this subject; and as 
the Congress is now in session, I feel assured that the proper opportunity is 
afforded for the adoption of the necessary measures I have alluded to, and 
which I solicit as an essential basis of securing and maintaining a mutual 
friendship and good understanding between the two nations. 

Enclosure No. 2 

[translation] 

List of Vessels Armed or Equipped in the Ports of the United States, or Within 
Their Jurisdiction, Agreeably to Documents Deposited in the Archives of His 
Catholic Majesty's Minister, Under My Charge, to Wit: 


Names of veeaels 


Schooner L'Eplne. 

Schooner Felix. 

Schooner Petit Milan. 

Schooner Prcaldentc. 

Schooner La Guerrlere, aNor La Creole. 

PUol>boat Ia Couleuvre. 

Pilot-boat Josephine. 

Schooner Alerta, alias General Morelos. 

Schooner JUDltcr. 

Schooner Rebecca. 

Schooner Lovely Lydia.. 

Schooner Hornet, alias Gemudia. 

Schooner Orb, alias Congreso dc Buenos Ayres. 

Brig Calypso, alias Callpsou. 

Brig Fourth of July, alias El Patiiota. 

Brig Pax, alias K1 Patriota. 

Brig Mammoth of Baltimore, alias La Independenda 

delSud. 

Brig Clifton... 

Schooner Swift, alias Mongore. 

Schooner Spartan, alias Potosi. 

Brig Regent, alias Tupacamaro 

Schooner Komp, alias Santafecino.. 

Schooner Felix Cubana, alias Aret. 

Schooner Young Spartan. 

Brig True-blooded Yankee. 

Schooner Capelin, alias Artegas, alias Minerva. 

Corvette Horatio. 

Corvette Curlaxo. 


Captains’ names 

Ports of arma¬ 
ment or equip¬ 
ment 

BelUgne 

New Orleans 

Debray 

New Orleans 

Amigory 

New Orleans 

La Maison 

New Orleans 

Rartigne 

New Orleans 

Drouet 

New Orleans 

Domingue 

New Orleans 

Semet 

Barrataria 

Charleston 

Charleston 

Hodson 

Philadelphia 

John Smith 

Philadelphia 

Joseph Alraeyda 

Baltimore 

Thomas Boyle 

Baltimore 

Thomas T^lor 
Joseph Stanord 

Baltimore 

Baltimore 

James Chaytor 

Baltimore 

Davy 

Baltimore 

James Barnes 

Baltimore 

John Chase 

Baltimore 

Frands Mason 

Baltimore 

Fisk 

Baltimore 

Reviila 

Baltimore 

Moore 

Baltimore 

David Tewet 

New York 

Champlin 

New York 

Skinner 

New York 

Delano 

New York 


Destination 


Gulf of Mexico 
Gulf of Mexico 
Nautla 
Nautla 


Gulf of Mexico 
Amelia Island 
Amelia island 
West Indies 
Atlantic 
Coast of Spain 
Gulf of Mexico 
Coast of Cuba 
Coast of Spain 

Coast of Spain 
Buenos Ayres 
Coast of Spain 
Coast of Spain 
Coast of Spain 
Norfolk 
Port-au-Prince 
Straits of Bahama 
Savannah 
Unknown 
Buenos Ayres 
Buenos Ayres 


Washington, November j6, i8i8. 
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Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John Quincy Adam, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

[extract; translation] 

Washington, December 12,1818. 

Until I receive fresh orders, it is my duty to insist on the adoption of such 
measures by your Government as will promptly and effectually put a stop to 
the piracies which, for a series of years, have been carried on in various ports 
of this Union against the commerce of Spain. This system of plunder has 
been carried to a height unexampled in history; and the clamors of the re¬ 
flecting part of the people of the United States denounce it to the whole 
world as a public calamity. 


1090 

George W. Erving, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adam, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

[extracts] 

Madrid, January 4, idiQ. 

Sir : Since the date of the last letter which I had the honor to address to 
you, nothing of importance in our affairs here has occurred. Mr. Yrujo and 
the French Ambassador, both remained in full confidence that a Treaty 
would have been concluded at Washington, till the 24th ulto., when I re¬ 
ceived (through a private channel) the President's messt^e to Congress of 
Nov’r 17 . . :if the independence of the South American republicks be 
acknowledged, the greatest evil apprehended will have come to pass, and of 
course the temptation to any sort of arrangement will be diminished; if the 
independence be not acknowledged, the Floridas being restored to their 
former state upon the principles laid down in the President’s message, this 
government will lapse into security or indifference; twelve months will be 
gained for the operation of chances in its favor. Such is the system here; 
but in either of the supposed cases, should the President be authorized to take 
and to hold possession of the Floridas 'till the claims of the United States be 
satisfied, this pressure may produce a final adjustment. . . . 

No very important change has taken place in the affairs of Brazil and Spain 
since I last mentioned them. * The project of the mediating powers ac¬ 
cepted by Count Palmela, was transmitted to his government; Mr. Yrujo 

‘ American Slate Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 612. 

• MS, Dispatches from Spain, jCVI. 

• See above, pt. xui, doc. 1086, Erving to Adams, August 9, 1818. 
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has lately offered to him another project which contains many important 
variations, these Count Palmela declines to discuss; it contains also a pro¬ 
posal for indemnifying Brazil for her expenses by a cession of territory 
instead of by money; this proposal Count Palmela consents to treat sepa¬ 
rately and conditionally. 

I cannot learn that anything further has been done in the mediation be¬ 
tween Spain and her Colonies since I last wrote on that matter, nor does it 
appear to me that anything of importance is likely to ensue from the qualified 
acquiescence of the allies to the request of this government. In the mean¬ 
time what is called the “great expedition“ from Cadiz is preparing, but so 
slowly, as to discourage even the most sanguine to hope that it will be in a 
state to depart before the month of July next. The finances of this Country 
continue in the most deplorable state, and are every day becoming more 
desperate. 


1091 

George W. Ervingt United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, February ii, i 8 iq . 

I spoke to Mr. Yrujo also respecting the decree of Jany. 14th transmitted 
to you with my last letter, I asked why it had not been communicated to 
foreign governments; he answered that it was a measure of domestick policy 
with which foreign governments had no concern!! I reminded him that it 
outraged incontestible principles of law in that it punished with death the 
commerce in munitions of war, whereas the heaviest penalty inflicted by the 
law even when the neutral attempted to force a commerce with a blockaded 
port was confiscation of the property. He replied that this was in cases of 
ordinary war, but here was a war between a sovereign and his rebellious sub¬ 
jects. I pointed but to him the cases in which this distinction was nothing 
quo-ad the neutral and in which he might exercise his own judgment in favor 
of any well regulated and established government de facto. Such a govern¬ 
ment had even a right within a reasonable time to be recognized as independ¬ 
ent. By a decree like this in question that epoch might be precipitated, 
but could not be retarded. Besides that the measure opened a broad way 
to an infinity of horrid abuses to be practised by officers on distant stations, 
and thus might force foreign powers into the war contrary to what would 
otherwise be their policy. Mr. Yrujo wholly denied that any power had a 
right to acknowledge the independence 'till Spain had acknowledged it. I 
i MS. Dispatches from Spain, XVI. 
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asked him if this rule would be good for a century. He then said that the 
decree was only to be executed on shore. I told him that he should have 
stated so explicitly and have used the words “commerce by land” after the 
words "auxilios de guerra”. He said that might be regulated by explana¬ 
tion hereafterll That is to say, after all the mischief is done they will shew 
that they did not intend to do it. You will observe Sir by the decree that 
vessels sold to the Independents are included in “auxilios de guerra." 


1092 

John Forsyth, Untied States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of Stale of the United States ‘ 

(extract] 

Madrid, A ugust 22, i8ig. 

I have left no reasonable just and honorable expedient untried to produce 
a more fortunate termination of this business. From the government itself 
I have not been able to procure a statement of the causes of delay or the 
jjoints on which explanations are desired. I can however say with confi¬ 
dence that these explanations as the Spanish Monarchy chooses to term 
them, but which will appear to be demands for additional stipulations on 
our part relate to the donations of land to Alagon& Punon Rostro and to the 
Patriot governments. The grants they wish to secure and they will ask 
either a guaranty of their American possessions or a positive assurance that 
we will not recognize any of the Revolutionary governments until their in¬ 
dependence is acknowledged by Spain. What other stipulations may be 
asked can only be conjectured from the grounds of opposition to the Treaty 
occupied by those who pretended to reason on the subject. Including the 
particulars already referred to the points of opposition were that the King 
would disgrace his reign by a cession of Territory. That the transfer of 
p-lorida to the United States would give umbrage to Great Britain. That 
no cession should be made without a guaranty of the Spanish American pc«- 
sessions or a positive promise not to recognize the Patriot governments. 
That the ratification should not be made without involving the Kung in the 
unpleasant necessity of refusing the declaration of his Minister or of insisting 
upon an article of the Treaty agreed to by the United States for a reliance 
upon die incorrect information received from that Minister and lastly that 
our boundary ought not to have been permitted to extend to the Padfick Ocean. 

‘ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XVII. 



1987 


DOCUMENT 1093: AUGUST 22 , 1819 

1093 

John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Confidential. Madrid, August 22, i 8 iq . 

What these are I have collected from other sources. The first and great 
object in view is to procure an assurance that we will not recognize Buenos 
Ayres &c. The extreme pertinacity and anxiety on this subject has its 
origin in the disclosure made by Great Britain of the conversations between 
Mr. Rush and Lord Castlereagh on the contemplated reception of a Consul 
General to reside officially in the United States from the Provinces of La 
Plata. This disclosure has done us no good. 

. , . The next time I saw the Russian Minister he said if you can give as¬ 
surances that there will be no recognition of the South American govern¬ 
ments, the Treaty will be ratified. I replied if that is the case there will be 
no ratification. I had previously furnished Duke Laval with a memoran¬ 
dum on this topic which, after keeping 24 hours and I have no doubt shewing 
it to Lozano Torres who is supreme here, he returned it to me. The sub¬ 
stance of it was that the system of the government was an impartial neutrali¬ 
ty; it had been adhered to when we had in our differences with Spain the 
most powerful inducements to abandon it. That when these differences 
were settled there could be no inducement to change it. If Spain desired us 
to remain stationary in the dispute with her Colonies the first step to secure 
her object was to ratify our Treaty, then to consult our wishes and so to 
shape her policy as to inspire a sentiment of good will powerful enough to 
counteract the prepossessions naturally entertained for the people of South 
America by the people of the United States. This was the rational mode 
and in fact the only mode of reaching her point. To refuse our Treaty and 
ask as a condition of it that we would not recognise was the certain way to 
disappoint their wishes. The government would not consider such a prop¬ 
osition. This memorandum I shewed to Tatischeff. He said what it con¬ 
tained was true and just but there was no reasoning with ignorance and pre¬ 
sumption, I did not hold any of these conversations until after the note of 
the 10th was received and I was careful to express the desire that these 
Gentlemen should do what was done not with a view to our interest but to 
prevent Spain from injuring herself and endangering what is termed the 
pacifick policy of Europe. 

On the whole I am impressed with the belief that they will propose to ex¬ 
change ratifications in Washington with the insertion of a promise not to 
recognise the Patriot governments and to preserve the grants. The latter 
will be as a dernier resort given up as the price of the first. Without this or 
something equivalent we may do ourselves justice, they will not. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XVII. 
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1094 

Francisco Dionisio Vives, Spanish Minister to the United Slates, to John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Itkanslation] 

Washington, April 14,1820. 

Sir: In conformity with the orders of my Government, which were com¬ 
municated to Mr. Forsyth on the i6th of December last by his excellency 
the Duke of San Fernando and Quiroga, and with the earnest desire of the 
King, my master, to see a speedy adjustment of the existing difficulties which 
obstruct the establishment, on a permanent basis, of the good understand¬ 
ing so obviously required by the interests of both Powers, I have the honor 
to address you, and frankly to state to you that my august sovereign, after a 
mature and deliberate examination, in full council, of the treaty of 226 
February of the last year, saw, with great regret, that, in its tenor, it was very 
far from embracing all the measures indispensably requisite to that degree of 
stability which, from his sense of justice, he was anxious to see established in 
the settlement of the existing differences between the two nations. 

The system of hostility which appears to be pursued in so many parts of 
the Union against the Spanish dominions, as well as against the property of all 
their inhabitants, is so public and notorious, that to enter into detail would 
only serve to increase the causes of dissatisfaction. I may be allowed, how¬ 
ever, to remark that they have been justly denounced to the public of the 
United States even by some of their own fellow-citizens. 

Such a state of things, therefore, in which individuals may be considered 
as being at war while their Governments are at peace with each other, is 
diametrically opposed to the mutual and sincere friendship and to the good 
understanding which it was the object of the treaty (though the attempt has 
failed) to establish, and of the immense sacrifices consented to by Hia 
Majesty to promote. 

These alone were motives of sufficient weight imperiously to dictate the 
propriety of suspending the ratification of the treaty, even although the 
American envoy had not at first announced, in the name of his Government, 
and subsequently required of that of Spain, a declaration which tendetl 
directly to annul one of its most clear, precise, and conclusive articles, even 
after the signature and ratification of the treaty. 

The King, my master, influenced by considerations so powerful as to carry 
with them the fullest evidence, has therefore judged it necessary and in¬ 
dispensable, in the exercise of his duties as a sovereign, to request certain ex¬ 
planations of your Government; and he has, in consequence, given me his 
commands to propose to it the following points, in the discussion and final 
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arrangement of which it seems proper that the relative state of the two 
nations should be taken into full consideration: 

That the United States, taking into due consideration the scandalous 
system of piracy established in and carried on from several of their ports, 
will adopt measures, satisfactory and effectual, to repress the barbarous 
excesses and unexampled depredations daily committed upon Spain, her 
possessions, and properties, so as to satisfy what is due to international rights, 
and is equally claimed by the honor of the American people. 

That, in order to put a total stop to any future armaments, and to prevent 
all aid whatsoever being afforded from any part of the Union, which may be 
intended to be directed against and employed in the invasion of His Catholic 
Majesty’s possessions in North America, the United States will agree to 
offer a pledge {ddar una seguridad) that their integrity shall be respected. 

And, finally, that they will form no relations with the pretended Govern¬ 
ments of the revolted provinces of Spain situate beyond sea, and will conform 
to the course of proceeding adopted, in this respect, by other Powers in 
amity with Spain. 

In submitting to you these just and natural demands, I have received the 
orders of the King, my master, to make known to the President that they 
would have been regularly communicated to the minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States at Madrid, if, in the excess of his zeal, he had not, at an 
early period, been induced to express himself in terms disrespectful to the* 
dignity of His Majesty; and I am, at the same time, commanded to give the 
assurance that, in alluding to an incident of so unpleasant a nature, it is not 
intended to make the conduct of Mr. Forsyth a subject of complaint, but 
merely to make your Government fully acquainted with the motives of my 
august sovereign in adopting the resolution as already stated. 

I flatter myself that the President, on an attentive examination of the* 
contents of this note, entirely dictated by sentiments of justice, will see a 
decisive evidence of the sincere desire of the King, my master, to attain with 
promptitude the definitive settlement of a transaction no less important in 
itself than it is essential to the mutual interests of the two countries. 

I eagerly avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Francisco Dionisio Vives, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United Stales * 

[translatiok) 

Washington, A pril ig , 1820 . 

Sir: In answer to your note of yesterday’s date, and in compliance with 
the request stated in its first point, I have the honor to enclose a copy of 
my full powers. 

I have at the same time to inform you that I am not the bearer of the rat¬ 
ification of the treaty of the 22d of February, 1819, signed by Don Luis de 
Onis; nor does it seem agreeable to the natural course of things, and to estab¬ 
lished usage, that a treaty should be ratified previous to a removal of the 
obstacles which have expressly caused the suspension of its ratification; 
but I am enabled to assure you that I am fully authorized to offer a solemn 
promise, in the name of the King, my master, that, if the result of the pro¬ 
posals presented in my first note be satisfactory, the ratification of the treaty 
will be attended with no further delay than the time indispensably necessary 
for the arrival at Madrid of one of the gentlemen attached to my legation, 
who has accompanied me for that especial purpose. 

I renew [etc.]. 


1096 

Francisco Dionisio Vioes, Spanish Minister to the United Stales, to John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of Stale of the United Slates'* 

[translationI 

Washington, April 24 , 1820 . 

Sir; In acknowledging the receipt of your Note of the aist instant,’ 

I have the honour to remark in the first place, that you appear to have mis¬ 
conceived a material part of my letter of the 14th,* by repriKiucing argu¬ 
ments which have been already sufficiently refuted by my Government. 
You will therefore excuse me from reviving them here, in so far as they relate 
to the question, whether a Sovereign is, or is not, bound to ratify what may 
have been Signed by his Negotiator; it being well known, that various in¬ 
stances may be cited, of cases, in which the Ratification of a Treaty has been 
justly suspended, without alledging, as the motive for so doing, that the 
‘ American State Papers, Foreign RelaUonSjlV, 68i. 

* MS, Notwfrom SpanUih Legation, VI. The same ia printed in American State Papers, 
Foreign BdaUons, IV. 683. 

• above, pt. i, doc. 82, 
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Negotiator had transcended his Powers or Instructions. There may, un¬ 
questionably, be other reasons sufficiently valid to exonerate him from the 
obligation of ratifying, supposing that to have been the case. 

It is evident, that the scandalous proceedings of a number of American 
Citizens, the decisions of several of the Courts of the Union and the criminal 
expedition set on foot within it, for the invasion of His Majesty’s possessions 
in North-America, at the very period when the Ratification was still pend- 
ing, were diametrically opposite to the most sacred principles of Amity and 
to the nature and essence of the Treaty itself. These hostile proceedings 
were, notwithstanding, tolerated by the Federal Government and thus the 
evil was daily aggravated; so that the belief generally prevailed throughout 
Europe, that the Ratification of the Treaty by Spain and the acknowledg¬ 
ment of the Independence of her rebellious trans-Atlantic Colonies, by the 
United-States, would be simultaneous acts. The pretensions advanced by 
Mr. Forsyth, in relation to the 8th article, were also evidently calculated to 
render the Treaty illusory. It is, therefore, not possible to assign reasons 
more powerful, or more completely justificatory of the Sovereign Reso¬ 
lution of the King, my Master, to suspend his Ratification of that 
Instrument. 

In my first Note I also hinted at the offensive terms employed by the 
American Minister at Madrid, from the very outset; which you notice no 
further, than by taking up the second point, upon which the one which I 
now have the honour to contest, essentially turns. Although H. M. might 
certainly have kept aloof from a deportment so void of moderation and so 
derogatory to his dignity; it is obvious, that any discussions commenced 
with the Minister so situated, were only likely to produce unprofitable re¬ 
sults, his correspondence tending more powerfully to disunite than to recon¬ 
cile the Contracting Parties. It was indeed a subject of great regret, that 
the incident just referred to; the distance of Spain from the New World, 
which, from the obstructions to correspondence, produced unavoidable delay 
in receiving correct information of the events passing here and which, to His 
Majesty, appeared incredible; and, in fine, his wish to avoid whatever had 
the appearance of an unfounded complaint and an unpleasant difference 
between the two Governments, should have retarded my arrival and the 
happy conclusion of the transaction now pending. 

I have further to state to you, that I am not authorized by His Majesty, 
to give the necessary orders to the Spanish authorities in the Floridas to 
deliver up those possessions to the United-States; nor was this to be pre¬ 
sumed:—since, if it appeared contrary to the natural order of things and to 
established usage, that the Treaty should be ratified previous to receiving 
the explanations which necessitated its suspension, it would consequently 
seem the more so, that it should receive its due accomplishment before it was 
finally ratified. 
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It is with equal surprize and concern that I observe in the conclusion 
of your Note, that you intimate the intention to decline any discussion 
of my proposals previous to the possession of the Floridas; since it ap¬ 
pears to me that such discussion could not be long; in the event of your 
Government being ready to accede to them; (in which case, I repeat, that 
I am authorized, solemnly to promise, in the name of His Majesty, that the 
Ratification of the Treaty shall be no longer delayed) nor, that the delay 
unavoidably produced by that particular cause, in the occupation of the 
Territories in question, could be considered as derogatory to the dignity of 
the United-States; and the more so, as until then. His Catholic Majesty 
would not be in the full possession of His Rights. 

I flatter myself, that on a consideration of the contents of this Note, you 
will favour me with an answer more agreeable to my wishes; in the mean 
time, I reiterate the assurance [etc.]. 


1097 

Francisco Dionisio Vives, Spanish Minister io the United States^ to John 
Quincy Adams^ Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 

Sir: In answer to your Note of the 3d instant® and in pursuance of what 
I expressed to you in both our late conferences, I have to state to you that I 
am satisfied upon the first point of the proposals contained in my Note of the 
14th ultimo;® and am persuaded that if the existing Laws enacted for the sup¬ 
pression of Piracy should prove inadequate, more effectual measures will be 
adopted by your Government for the attainment of that important object* 

I also admit as satisfactory the answer given to the second point; but I 
cannot assent to your assertion, that the Laws of this Country, have always 
been competent to the prevention of the excesses complained of; it being 
quite notorious that the Expedition alluded to has not been the only one set 
on foot for the invasion of His Majesty’s Dominions; and it is therefore not 
surprizing that the King, My Lord, should give credit to the information re¬ 
ceived in relation to that Expedition, or that He should now require of your 
Government a pledge that the integrity of the Spanish Possessions in North- 
America shall be respected. 

I mentioned to you in conference and I now repeat it, that the answer to 
the third point was not such as I could accept as being satisfactory, agree- 

^ MS. Notes from Spanish Legation, VL The same is printed in American State 
Foreign Relations^ IV, 684. 

’ See above, pt. i, doc. 83. 

* See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1094. 
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ably to the nature of my Instructions; and that although His Majesty might 
not have required of any of the European Governments the Declaration 
which He has required of yours, yet that ought not to be considered as un¬ 
seasonable; it being well known to the King, my master, that those Govern¬ 
ments, so far from being disposed to wish to recognize the insurgent Govern¬ 
ments of the Spanish Colonies, had declined the invitation intimated to them 
some time past by yours, to acknowledge the pretended Republic of Buenos 
Ayres. I, notwithstanding, renew to you the assurance that I will submit to 
His Majesty, the verbal discussion we have had on this point and accompany 
it with such additional arguments as will, in my judgment, probably deter¬ 
mine His Majesty to declare himself to be satisfied therewith. 

In the event of the King’s receiving as satisfactory, the answer of your 
Government to the third point of my proposals, the abrogation of the Grants 
will be attended with no difficulty; nor has that ever been the chief motive 
for suspending the Ratification of the Treaty; for the thorough comprehen¬ 
sion of which I waive at present any reply to the remarks which you are 
pleased to offer on that topic. I cannot however refrain from stating to you, 
that in discussing with you, the validity or the nullity of the Grants referred 
to, I merely said, “that in my private opinion, they were null and void, 
through the inability of the Grantees to comply with the terms of the Law.” 

It is to me a matter of great regret, that I have it not in my Power to re¬ 
peat the solemn promise that His Majesty will ratify the Treaty; inasmuch 
as I cannot agreeably to my Instructions accept as satisfactory, the answer 
given to the third point of my Proposals. I am, however, persuaded, that 
His Majesty, upon consideration of the representation which I shall have the 
honour to lay before him, and of the reasons assigned by your Government 
for withholding its assent to the third point, will consider himself as satisfied 
and ratify the Treaty, 

I further conceive it my duty to state to you, that at the time I communi¬ 
cated to your Government the substance of my present answer, I mentioned, 
speaking in my individual capacity, that although I had no official informa¬ 
tion of it, yet I consider as authentic the current intelligence of an important 
change said to have taken place in the Government of Spain; and that this 
circumstance alone would impose on me the obligation of giving no greater 
latitude to my promise, previous to my receiving new Instructions. 

I therefore hope that your Government, upon consideration of what I have 
now submitted to you and of the contents of my former Notes, will agree to 
await the final decision of the King, my Master, upon the only point still 
pending, and the adjustment of which is not within my competency; so that 
the past differences may be satisfactorily terminated and the Treaty receive 
its final accomplishment, thereby securing and perpetuating a perfect har¬ 
mony and good understanding between the two Governments. 

Be pleased to accept [etc.]. 
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Francisco Dionisio Vives, Spanish Minister to the United States, to John 
Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United Slates '■ 

[translation] 

Washington, May p, 1820. 

Sir: In answer to your Note ’ of yesterday’s date, I am in the first place 
to give you the explanation requested of me, on the import of my last pro¬ 
posal, and in doing so, to repeat in other words, that I am authorized Solemn¬ 
ly to promise to this Government the Ratification of the Treaty by H. M., 
only in case the third point of my proposals be satisfied; but as the answer 
given to this point has not been such as I could, agreeably to my instructions, 
receive as satisfactory, I can by no means commit myself by giving a greater 
extension to my promise than that stated in my Note. 

My object in intimating to you that, although I knew nothing officially, 
yet I considered as authentic the information in circulation of an important 
change in the Government of Spain, a circumstance which would of itself 
effectually prevent me from giving greater latitude to my Promise; was, to 
make known to (apprize) your Government, that as by the adoption of the 
Constitution of 1812 in Spain, the powers of the King would be limited, it 
would no longer depend on His Majesty alone, to fulfil my solemn promise, 
admitting that my Instructions had authorized me to give such a promise. 
So that my sole motive for offering a remark upon that topic was to (give) 
greater force to the grounds of my Proposal and further to enable your 
Government so to appreciate as no longer to withhold its assent to it. 

I shall now waive a reply to the arguments reproduced by you in extenso, 
on the question of H. M.’s obligation to ratify the Treaty, and confine my¬ 
self to a single remark; that all the authorities cited by you lay down the 
peace and happiness of mankind in general and of States and their respective 
people in particular as a fundamental principle; and having shewn in my 
first Note the notoriously hostile disposition prevailing throughout the 
Union towards the interests of the Spanish Monarchy; it necessarily follows, 
that when the objects of Treaties are not attained, the Ratification of that 
of the 22 February 1819, would, in like manner, become illusory, and that 
therefore, that His Majesty’s motives for suspending were founded upon a 
competent view of evident facts. 

I shall also submit it to the general sense of the reflecting part of mankind, 
to decide, whether the reasoning you rely on to shew the motives of the 
American Government for proposing to other Powers to acknowledge the 
Revolted Provinces of Spanish America & in exhibiting them as favourable 

‘ MS. Notes from Spanish Legation, VI. The same is printed in American State Papas, 
Foreign Relations, IV, 688. 

> See above, pt. i, doc. 85, 
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not only to suffering humanity but to the interests of Spain herself are not in 
the highest degree specious; for if such maxims were to be adopted, Nations 
could no longer count upon the integrity of their possessions, or on the main¬ 
tenance of that mutual amity and good understanding which it is equally 
and their interest to cultivate in their relation with each other. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Private. Madrid, June 2g, 1820. 

Dear Sir: The enclosed paper is extracted from a memorandum given to 
me yesterday by a man whose situation and character afford him the means 
of knowing much of the affairs to which it relates. He is said however to 
be of a very intriguing disposition. Subsequent events in the new and old 
world will have a tendency to postpone if not entirely to defeat the execution 
of such a project if one has been really contemplated. A copy of the paper 
I shall send by the first safe conveyance. 

This government remains very much in the state it was when I last wrote. 
Preparations are making for the meeting of the Cortes. The Junta pre- 
paratorio was held a few days since. The business of the meeting was con¬ 
ducted with decorum and order. 

A commission has been given to a Mr. Cummin to go to South America. 
The ostensible object of his mission is to propose to the revolting govern¬ 
ments the acceptance of the Constitution; if refused to propose to them to 
appoint commissioners to come to Spain to treat directly with the govern¬ 
ment here. What other directions have been given to him are not known. 

I have had two conversations with the new Minister Perez de Castro since 
his arrival. In both he professed to’be too ignorant of the affairs of the two 
Countries to speak frankly and openly. I was careful to say to him that I 
had no directions from Washington and therefore spoke to him only from my 
personal anxiety that the business might take a favorable direction in the 
Cortes and to impress upon him the importance for both Countries of doing 
whatever was determined upon promptly. Of this he professed himself 
perfectly convinced and he promised to let me know what was determined 
upon as soon as the determination was made. As he said he was examining 
the correspondence relating to the Treaty I offered to him for his perusal a 
translation of the remonstrance of the i8th OctV saying that officially, altho’ 
1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XVIII. 
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it was of consequence that he should be possessed of the sentiments of the 
American government on the subject of the grants. He received it and 
replied that without saying what would or would not be done he would 
venture to assure me that individual interest would not be permitted to in¬ 
terfere with that of the publick. As I propose to write to you officially as 
soon as the C'orles i.s organized, I reserve for that occasion a more particular 
statement of what occurrerl. 

I am [etc.]. 

[The enclosetl paper mentioned in the first sentence, which was received 
inV'ipher, follows:] 

The agents of Chili, Buenos Ayres and C'arracas met in London in 
May took into consideration the new occurrences in Spain and the 
consequences which the re-establishment of the constitution w'ould 
produce. I-'rom this resulted that at least the agent of Buenos Ayres 
directed confidential communications to the Cabinets of Russia and 
(Germany suggesting that of their families and that of C». B. should l» 
selected princes for .Spanish America, giving from that of Brazil one 
to Buenos Ayres. 

It is iK’lieved that the two Kmiicrors were interested for Mexico, 
the Agent of Chili gave notice of the situation of Spain and of thit 
project to his government by letter. The Agent of Carracas proposied 
to go in fierson to communicate them to his Government and to Bolivar. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ’ 

[SXTRACTSI 

Madrid, July 13,1820. 

Sir: A few day.s after the arrival t)f the Minister of State Perez de Ca-stro, 
I called at hi.s office to .see him on our affairs. I stated that the lime for the 
meeting of (he Cortes was near at hand, and I was desirous to know what wa* 
projxjsed by this government to be done. He declared himself to be unaWe 
to converse on the subject of the negotiation with the United States;—he was 
not master of the correspondence,—and that his numerous and pressing en¬ 
gagements had rendered it impossible for him as yet to liecome .so. He wa** 
examining It and hoped to sfieak advisedly on it in a short time. I gave him 
a translation of the remonstrance of the i8th of October to apprize him of 
the state of the dispute in relation to the 8th article of the Treaty. Not 
officially but as a document for his own examination, telling him that I did 

' MS. Dkfmtches from Spain, XVIII. 
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not conceive it necessary, from the disposition manifested since the revolu¬ 
tion, to make an official representation on this subject. He received it very 
willingly. He had seen as he stated in the foreign newspapers that it was 
asserted by the American government that the Treaty was obligatory upon 
Spain, although not ratified. This position he could not consider as founded 
either in the opinion of the best authorities, or in the usages of Nations. I 
explained to him that we considered the Treaty as obligatory in justice and 
in honor as if ratified by Spain. As no satisfactory reason had been, or as we 
believed could be, given for the refusal to ratify,—there could be no question 
as to our right to resort to any measure we deemed proper to obtain satis¬ 
faction. The least we could do was to execute the Treaty and when we gave 
to Spain all the advantages she could derive from it, we should take from her 
all just cause even to complain of the course pursued. He spoke a good deal 
at large of the charge of bad faith which was urged against Spain and said she 
had no motive of avarice or ambition to gratify in her negotiation with us 
and if her policy required her to procrastinate this was no reason to charge 
her with ill faith. To all this I answered that the systematick procrastina¬ 
tion altho’ at all times vexatious had never been urged as a proof of bad 
faith; it was the non-compliance with engagements actually made, by persons 
duly authorized and empowered by this government. That if the avarice or 
ambition of the government was not known in the negotiation, that of in¬ 
dividuals who had possessed influence in Spain was but too visible. I saw 
him again after ten days. He had run over the whole correspondence; 
talked of the Treaty of 1803—the propOvsals of Mr. Pinkney—the guarantee 
of the Spanish American dominions as an inducement to cede Florida; in 
short of all that had passed prior to the Convention of 1819—of the losses 
Spain had sustained and of our gains. I listened patiently to all he had to 
advance and when he had finished I replied that we had gained nothing from 
Spain; if her arrangement with another power was matter of regret it was 
not our fault. What we had obtained was purchased and paid for; that I 
had no instructions from the President since August 1819 and therefore could 
not speak certainly of what might be the wish of my government, but that it 
appeared to me it would be better for Spain at the present juncture not to 
look beyond the Treaty of 1819, but to consider what obligations were im¬ 
posed upon her by it and by her as yet unexplained refusal to ratify it. He 
did not seem unwilling to adopt this idea and entered into a short examina¬ 
tion of the conduct of the United States in the dispute between the Colonies 
and Spain. The expeditions fitted out by Miranda Mina &c. &c. of the 
patriot privateers &c. &c. I replied that we had done all Spain had a right 
to expect from us. That determining to be neutral between the contending 
parties we had taken every means necessary to preserve that neutrality. If 
the laws of the United States had been sometimes violated with impunity it 
was what had occurred and would occur in all nations by the escape of per- 
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sons who had committed offences. That all reclamations founded upon 
these causes of complaint were renounced by the Convention &c. 

Previous to this conversation I had seen in the English newspapers the 
President's message to Congress of the 9th May, headed by a sort of ab¬ 
stract of your correspondence with General Vives, in which it was stated 
that this government had not asked explanations of me relative to the Treaty 
because of my intemperate conduct. I remarked to the Minister that this 
was not the fact. Explanations were not asked of me because anticipating 
what would be required, I had given the Ministry to understand that upon 
the subject of the dispute with the colonies I had no explanations to give^ 
and that it was informally made known to me before the 22d of August that 
I could have the Convention, if I was authorized to promise that the govern¬ 
ment of the United States would not recognize the independence of the pa¬ 
triot government, He said he had read the note I had given him and those 
previously written, and that there were expressions stronger than he had 
ever met with in diplomatick correspondence, but he supposed they were 
written when I was a little warm. I questioned whether he had ever met 
with a similar case in the history of diplomacy and that I was not a little 
warm, but indignant at seeing the character of a great Nation and its peace^ 
and that of my own Country, put in jeopardy for the sake of and by the in¬ 
trigues of selfish individuals. As the Minister had not seen the message I 
promised to procure and send it to him. He was not prepared to say what 
course would be recommended to the Cortes upon whom every thing de¬ 
pended. I pressed upon him the necessity of doing what was intended 
promptly. He was satisfied of the importance of doing so and promised to 
let me know the determination of the Ministry as soon as it was made. At 
parting he referred to the assistance received from Spain during our revolu¬ 
tionary war which he said we ought not to forget; the reply was we never 
forget, when you permit us to remember it. I met the Secretary of State at 
dinner on the same day at the English Ambassador's. He told me he had 
received that morning from General Vives dispatches, the President's mes¬ 
sage and the correspondence sent with it to Congress, He had not yet had 
time to read it attentively but appeared to be pleased with what he had seen 
in glancing over the papers. On the 4th of July Mr. de Castro dined at my 
house and brought with him a copy of the message and correafK^nclence which 
he left with me, to be returned as he had but the one copy. On the 6th the 
Cortes was installed. Espiga was chosen President, a priest but one of the 
most liberal, and Quiroga Vice President. I was in the Tribune prepared 
for the diplomatick corps during the votation and went from it to the office 
of Mr. de Castro to restore to him the documents he had loaned me. He 
was just going to the King and had but a few minutes to converse with me. 
In these few he said he thought that the President did not look beyond the 
ratification of the convention, the grants being set aside; these he said were 
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not valid and there could be no difficulty about them. It was his opinion 
that this should be done, I do not say he continued that it will be done—that 
depends on another body but it is my opinion that it will be; what say you, 
he asked, will this be satisfactory. I reminded him that I had no instruc¬ 
tions, hoped to receive them. I could give him only an opinion in turn. 
Judging from the correspondence and message, I saw no sufficient reason to 
change the opinion already given to Mr. Jabat that the ratification of the 
Treaty accompanied by satisfaction for the injury caused by the delay would 
be accepted by the United States. 

I was present at the session of the Cortes on the 9th. The oath required 
by the Constitution was taken by the King in due form and an address made 
to him by the President. The King said a few words in reply and then read 
his speech. Copies furnished by the department of State are enclosed as 
also copies of the answer of the Cortes prepared by a select committee ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose. The answer to that part of the King's speech 
which refers to the dispute with the United States is marked by the intro¬ 
duction of a very emphatic word. The King says “although the complica¬ 
tion of various circumstances has not permitted as yet the adjustment of 
these differences (with the United States and Portugal) I hope that the 
justice and moderation of the principles which direct our diplomatick opera¬ 
tions will produce a result decorous to the Nation and agreeable to the 
pacifick system &c. &c. of Europe." The answer is, the Cortes, “only regret 
that there exist differences with the United States and his most faithful 
Majesty, but the principles of justice and moderation that will direct now 
our diplomatick negotiations give hope to the Cortes that they will conclude 
in terms, which being a termination decorous to the Nation may not inter¬ 
rupt the pacifick system &c. &c. of Europe." . . . 

Since this letter was begun I had an opportunity of conversing at leisure 
with Mr. de Castro. I pressed him very earnestly to say when the business 
of the United States would be presented to the Cortes. He told me that it 
had been delayed by the sickness of young Heredia the Son in law of Onis 
who had been specially charged to prepare the necessary documents to be 
laid before the Council of State. He was now recovered and labouring at the 
work. The business was to be considered by the Counsel and then after 
ascertaining the King's wishes he, the Minister, would present it to the con¬ 
sideration of the Cortes. He hoped and believed the affair would be satis¬ 
factorily adjusted; spoke of the good effect produced in Washington by the 
Revolution of Spain and of the happy effect produced here by the act of 
Congress for permitting the admission of armed vessels only into particular 
designated ports. What gratified me most in his conversation was an ap¬ 
parent earnest conviction that what was done should be done with frankness 
and promptitude. It is likely from some of his observations that it is in¬ 
tended to present the business to the Cortes in secret session. I have some 
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fears that the American deputies will be opposed to the Session of Florida to 
the United States. The ostensible ground will be that the Cories have no 
right to sever any portion of the Empire and especially as at present constituted 
have no right to pass away any portion of Ultramar. The real motive which 
will direct some of them will be a belief that a contest between Spain and the 
United States will result in a complete separation of all South America and of 
Mexico from Spain. Some of the leading American deputies have this 
object always in view and while they make fair weather with the Ministry 
and promote their private interest by procuring lucrative situations they at 
the same moment by all unsuspected means seek the accomplishment of 
their great project. 

I am [etc.]. 

July 20th. I have this day received your No. 12 of the 25 May & rejoice to 
find that I have acted in conformity to the wishes of the President. The 
King and Minister of State are at Sacedon at present. I shall send immedi¬ 
ately to Mr. de Castro such a representation as is required by your instruc¬ 
tions. 
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Thomas L, L. Brent, Chargi d'Affaires ad interim of the United States al 

Madrid, to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United Slates ^ 

Madrid, July 10, x82x. 

Sir: The late Session of the Cortes had far advanced when most of the 
Deputies from Mexico arrived. They had been detained two months at 
Vera-Cruz by the Commander of the Frigate Pronta & were at last obligi^ 
to make the best of their way to Spain in foreign vessels, running every risk 
& incurring great expence. They had not been long in Madrid when they be¬ 
gan to press their claims and on the 3rd of May Count Toreno, one of the 
most distinguished members of the Cortes of Old Spain, a friend as is sup¬ 
posed to their cause, made a motion in the Cortes that a special committee be 
appointed composed of Deputies of Ultramar & liurope to considerof & pro¬ 
pose, conjointly with the executive, such measures as they should deem most 
proper to terminate the dissentions prevailing in the various parts of 
America." This motion was agreed to & the committee appointed. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XIX. It is printed with its enclosures in American Stole 
Papers, Foreign Relations, iV, 829. Brent, Thomas L. L., of Virginia: Commissioned secre¬ 
tary of legation in Spain, October 15, 1814; acted as charg6 d'afmires ad interim from April 
15 to May 8, 1820, and from November 16, 1820, to August 17, 1821; left, August 19, 1822: 
commissioned secretary of legation, in Portugal May 8, 1822*, acted as charge d'affaires ad 
interim from June 30, 1824, until received as charge d'affaires, June 24, 1825; commissioned 
charge d'affaires, March 9, 1825; received passports, at his request, November 25, 1834. 


While this committee were engaged in their important duties the news was 
received, about the beginning of June, of the insurrection of Iturbide & the 
form of government proposed by him to be adopted, copy of which I trans¬ 
mit (marked A) ,* & in consequence of a resolution offered by an American 
Deputy the Minister appeared on the 4th of June before the Cortes, to give 
an account of the occurrences that had taken place in New Spain. The 
American Deputies availed themselves of this occasion to shew to the Cortes 
& Executive the impracticability of the provinces of America being governed 
as those of the Peninsula according to the provisions of the Constitution, on 
account of their great distance from the Metropolis; proved the necessity of 
adopting prompt & efficacious measures & pressed the government & com¬ 
mittee to come to an early decision. They then moved that the government 
should be requested, without delay, to direct the Viceroy of Mexico to inform 
Iturbide that the Cortes were occupied in projecting a plan of government 
for America & to propose a suspension of hostilities until the resolution 
should be finally made by the Cortes & Executive. It was stated that 
should this step be taken they were perfectly convinced that Iturbide & those 
under his standard would suspend hostilities the moment they knew that 
the Deputies of New Spain had arrived at the Capital in time to be able to 
make the "just reclamations of those Spaniards." This was not agreed to. 
A resolution was then offered & adopted directing that the Minister of 
Ultramar, "in consideration of the state of New Spain, should propose the 
measures he might think proper whilst the Cortes were occupied in taking 
radical ones for its complete pacification." 

The Committee laboured with great assiduity & had various conferences 
with the Ministers, who at first coincided in the opinion advanced &in the 
arrangement proposed by it to be adopted in regard to Spanish America, and 
which would have been satisfactory to the American Deputies. When how¬ 
ever it was laid before the King he was strenuously opposed to it on the 
ground, as he informed them, that the arrangement contemplated would be 
a violation of the Constitution; that the public opinion was not prepared for 
it; that it was against the interest both of the Peninsula & America,—and 
finally he spoke of the opposition that might be made to it by foreign powers 
since they had not been consulted. In consequence of this, the accord be¬ 
tween the Ministers & Committee ceased; and, as according to the resolution 
of Count Toreno which gave rise to the appointment of the Committee, it 
being unauthorized, without the concurrence of the executive to offer any 
plan, none was proposed to the Cortes. The Committee made their report 
to the Cortes on the 24th of June, (copy marked B) and state that the 
Government not believing the moment arrived of convenience & necessity 
for the adoption of certain measures, they can do nothing more than excite 
the zeal of the Ministers to the end that the wished for moment may be ac¬ 
celerated; and recommend that the executive should be pressed "to present 
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to their deliberation with the greatest despatch the fundamental measures 
they may think proper, as well for the just & complete pacification of the re¬ 
volted provinces of America as to secure to all of them the enjoyment of a 
firm & solid happiness/” 

The disappointment & vexation of the American Deputies at this result was 
proportionate to the flattering hopes that had been excited by the unanimity 
of sentiment that prevailed at the first conferences of the Ministers & the 
Committee. They then determined to present, themselves, a plan to the 
Cortes having the object in view & the propositions (copy marked C.) were 
made on the 25th June which in substance are the same as those that had at 
first met the approbation of the Minister. 

These propositions are that there shall be three divisions made of America. 
In each a Cortes having the powers delegated by the Constitution to the 
General Cortes with the exception of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th powers, 
that part of the 7th relative to the sanction of Treaties of offense and the 2nd 
part of the 22nd power. In each division a delegate appointed by the King 
from among the persons most distinguished for their high qualifications not 
excluding members of the Royal Family, removable at his will; who shall 
exercise in the name of the King the executive power; to be Inviolable with 
respect to the American Cortes and only responsible to the King and General 
Cortes. In each, four Ministers: of the Interior, of Finance, of Grace & 
Justice, and of War and Marine. In each, a Supreme Tribunal of Justiceand a 
Council of State. The commerce between the Peninsula and America to be 
considered as from one Province to another, and the inhabitants of the latter 
to have equal eligibility with those of the former to all publick employments. 

New Spain binds herself to pay 200 millions of reals in six years and con¬ 
tribute annually 40 millions of reals to the support of the Navy. The other 
parts of America to contribute in the manner that shall be subsequently 
arranged. New Spain will also pay all the debt contracted within its terri¬ 
tory; and all publick property to belong to it. On the sitting of the 25th 
June two of the Deputies offered an amendment to the 5th Article having 
for object to prevent the appointment of delegate being conferred on any of 
the Royal Family. 

These propositions were preceded by an expos 6 read in the Cortes, copy of 
which I transmit herewith. In it they state that "'they desire the Constitu¬ 
tion which ought to make them happy, but which in the actual stateof things 
they consider to be a beautiful theory that can only be reduced to practice 
in the Peninsula. The Americans are freemen, they are Spaniards, have the 
same rights as the Peninsulars. They are acquainted with and have suffi¬ 
cient virtue and resources to support them,”” 

The measure recommended by the Committee to request the government 
to present a plan at an early period has been acted upon, as you will perceive 
by the King”s speech, in which he says that his government urged by the 
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Cortes to propose the measures they may think proper for their welfare, on a 
consideration of the state of those Countries, will do so immediately and 
with all possible generosity.” These will without doubt be proposed on the 
meeting of the Cortes Extraordinary, which the speech of the President of 
the Cortes to the King will have shewn you is to take place. It is supposed 
that its convocation will not be delayed longer than the first of October if so 
long. 

You will perceive that the Deputies do not demand an acknowledgement of 
independence and pretend not even to aspire to it, and they have declared in 
the Cortes on the 4th June that if the Revolutionists desire Independence it 
is because means have not been devised that should make the welfare of those 
provinces compatible with their union with the Peninsula. 

The Commissioners of Bolivar, who are still here, on the contrary insist 
upon the acknowledgement of their independence as the basis of any arrange¬ 
ment with Spain. 

Nothing has been concluded between them and this government and all 
negociations are suspended. 

It is difficult to conjecture what will be the determination of the Cortes and 
the Executive on this great and interesting question, when we consider on 
the one hand that they cannot be wholly blind to the just claims, the strength 
and resources of America, and view on the other the prejudices and illiberali- 
ty that still exist in a high degree in the executive and a great portion of the 
members of the Cortes and the observation in the King’s speech “that the 
Spaniards of both hemispheres ought to be persuaded there is nothing he 
desires so much as their founded in the integrity of the Monarchy and in 

the observance of the Constitution,^* 

As far as I have been able to form an opinion it is that the foreign powers 
during the agitation of the American question have endeavoured to prevent 
any arrangement between the parties. 

On the 9th Ins*. I received a note from Mr. Ravenga, one of the Com¬ 
missioners of Bolivar requesting an interview with me (copy marked D) to 
which I immediately replied (copy marked E) stating that I would receive 
him that very evening. 

In this interview he spoke of his mission to Spain; he said that when he 
left Colombia he had no idea of meeting with the least obstacle; he had cal¬ 
culated to a certainty that his object would be immediately accomplished. 
He spoke of the ignorance of this Country of the real state of Spanish 
America, of their illiberality and their prejudices with warmth, and particu¬ 
larly so of the expression of the King in his speech respecting Spanish 
America. He calculated, he said, upon the friendship of the United States 
to promote the Independence of the Republic of Colombia; he had a full 
conviction that he could rely upon it. Mr. Monroe when Secretary of State 
had informed him that all the Ministers of the United States in Europe had 
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instructions to advance the acknowledgement of their independence by 
foreign powers. 

I sympathized with him in the unpleasant situation in which he was placed 
and feared that the sentiment in Spain was not so favorable as could be de¬ 
sired. He was perfectly justified I said in relying upon the good dispositions 
of the United States. It was their interest and their sincere wivsh that the 
acknowledgement of the Independence of Spanish America should be ac¬ 
celerated. The United States had not only been more forward than any other 
power in publishing to the World their wishes with respect to her, but had 
accompanied them with actions which certainly afforded the best proof of 
their sincerity, and among these I adverted to the Message of the President 
to the Congress of the United States at the commencement of its last Session 
in which, alluding to the proposed negotiation between the late colonies and 
Spain, the basis of which if entered upon would be the acknowledgement of 
their independence he says, ''to promote the result by friendly counsels, in¬ 
cluding Spain herself, has been the uniform plan of the government of the 
United States.’' 

The friendship of the United States he said was very grateful to the Re- 
publlck of Colombia and he hoped and expected that at the commencement 
of the next meeting of Congress the acknowledgement of its independence 
would be decided upon. The moment had arrived when all the powers of the 
world would sec the propriety of it. He calculated that the United States 
would be the first to take this step. Hoped to see a confederacy of Re- 
publicks throughout North and South America united by the strongest ties 
of friendship and interest, and he trusted that I would use my exertions to 
promote the object he so much desired. 

I heartily concurred with him in the hope that all governments would re¬ 
solve to adopt a measure so conformable to justice, joined with him in the 
agreable anticipation of the progress of free principles of government of the 
intimate union & brilliant prowspects of the states of our New World. I pre¬ 
sumed I said it was not necessary to bring to his mind the high interest felt 
by the United States in their welfare, an interest in which I deeply partici¬ 
pated and desired as much as he possibly could the happiness & independence 
of our Spanish American brethren. What would be the determination of the 
United States at the period of the commencement of Congress it was im¬ 
possible for me to foresee. Whether they consider it as a seasonable moment 
for doing that which was so much desired, was a point I could not resolve. 

Perceiving in him great acrimony towards Spain and fearing that he 
might in consequence thereof be induced to throw himself into the arms of 
European powers which I presumed it might be the policy of the United 
States to avoid, I guarded him against it. I observed that these powers were 
particularly interested in distressing Spain with a view to the destruction of 
the free principles of its Constitution. It was, as long as the general peace 
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between them continued, an object they would not for a moment lose sight 
of. They might therefore pretend to favor the independence of Spanish 
America. But I confessed I did not wish to see the virtuous & free people of 
that country form connexions with any of the Powers of Europe, the fun¬ 
damental principle of whose policy was at this moment, especially of those 
of the Holy Alliance, the destruction of liberty. They would open their 
arms in apparent friendship to his Republic to answer their particular views 
with respect to Spain and would in turn crush her when no longer necessary 
to subserve their purposes, if they had it in their power; for it would not be 
doubted that they were deeply interested that liberty should not take root 
in Spanish America. It was however true that the Republic of Colombia 
had a right to the acknowledgement of her independence and she should 
persist in demanding it of Spain, but I begged he would not, unless it became 
absolutely indispensable connect himself with any European powers. It 
was the true policy of North and South America to be unconnected as much 
as possible with the European States. 

In this interview Mr. Ravenga confirmed to me, what I had previously 
learned, that his instructions do not authorize any terms short of the ac¬ 
knowledgement of Independence. I observed that I presumed no arrange¬ 
ment would be made under them that might have an injurious bearing on the 
commercial interests of the United States. To this his reply was that none 
would be entered into by the Republick of Colombia with Spain that was 
not perfectly reciprocal. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John Forsyth^ United States Minister to Spain^ to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, September ig^ 1821. 

Since the date of my last the Commissioners of Venezuela have been 
ordered at a very short warning out of Spain; and the Commissioners who 
were sent shortly after the revolution of March 1820 to Buenos Ayres from 
this country, have returned without effecting anything. The Com”, of 
Venezuela had no authority to treat unless the acknowledgement of the 
Independence of their country was made the basis of negotiation.—Notwith¬ 
standing the ill success of the mission to La Plata this Gov^ still clings to the 
hope that the Revolutionary provinces may yet be restored to its dominion, 
arising I presume from their distracted state. 


^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XIX. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States '■ 

[extract] 

Madrid, December ij, 1821. 

The convention made by Iturbide & O. Donojou [O'Donojtil ia known here, 
altho' not yet officially communicated to the Gov‘. of Spain; and this 
Peninsula is in a most critical state: Portions at Andalusia and at Galicia are 
in open and declared opposition to the orders of the Government with regard 
to Mexico "the System of Passivity" will be continued. This Gov‘. (with¬ 
out having or seeking to obtain the means of taking advantage of them when 
they occur) will wait for favorable events: In other words things in Mexico 
must take their own course. The authority of O’Donojou [O’Donojti] will 
be disavowed: the King will not be Emperor of Mexico and the Cortes will 
not suffer Carlos or Francisco to move from Spain. If the present plan of 
the independents of Mexico is executed some other Bourbon must be selected: 
France will no doubt be pleased to see her intrigue for I^ Plata partially suc¬ 
cessful in Mexico. Whatever may be the policy of our Gov‘. on this matter 
you may rest assured that nothing can or will be done of importance here. 
If the Independents are beaten in Mexico by the efforts of the officers of the 
Royal army or the people of that country it is very well: Praises and honors 
will be bestowed upon the active and loyal:—Assistance except in promises 
of reward and favor cannot be given. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Slates ’ 

(extract) 

Madrid, February 14,1823. 

I have the honor to enclose to you a hurried translation of the last dicta- 
men of the commission of the Cortes on the affairs of Spanish America, and 
the determinations made by that body. 

Dictamen of the Commission to Whom It was Referred to Report 
ON THE State of the Provinces of Ultramar, Presented 
February 12, 1822 

The commission has meditated maturely and circumspectly on the 
proposition of the Minister of Ultramar, and, after having heard him, 
‘ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XIX. 
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has considered the diverse circumstances in which the provinces of 
both Americas are at present, and may be found hereafter; the fruitless¬ 
ness and inefficacy of the commissions that have been directed to the 
Government established in them; and, possessed with the noble desire 
that the same may not again, with the waste of public treasure, and 
the sacrifice of humanity, occur, is of opinion that the Cortes ought not 
to lose time in considering the proposition of the ministry, since it will 
be a consequence of the results; and, in order to obtain them, the 
Government, and the commissioners it elects, ought to be authorized 
to hear and to transmit to the legislative power every class of proposi¬ 
tions, be they what they may; at the same time it judges that the 
national decorum, and the protection which in justice is due to the 
European and American Spaniards, call for the establishment of a basis 
useful and conducive to the welfare of the Spains. 

Before fixing this basis, and that it may be as productive to the com¬ 
mon felicity as policy and the national honor require, the commission lays 
down the fixed principle that this new, grand, and legitimate path for 
pacific communications being opened, all treaties be esteemed of no 
value or efficacy that have been formed between Spanish chiefs and 
American Governments, which ought to be understood as null, as they 
have been from their origin, as respects the acknowledgment of in¬ 
dependence, inasmuch as they were not authorized, nor could such 
authority be given them, unless by previous declaration of the Cortes. 

The commissioners may hear all the propositions that may be made 
to them in order to transmit them to the metropolis, excepting such as 
take away or limit in any manner the absolute right of the European 
and American Spaniards, residing in whatever part of the ultramarine 
provinces, to remove and dispose of their persons, families, and property, 
as they may think proper, without being opposed by any obstacle or 
measure that might prove injurious to their fortunes. With this 
explanation, the commission reproduces its anterior dictamen; and the 
Cortes will resolve what may be most proper. 

Espiga, Oliver, 

CuESTA, Murphy, 

Alvarez Escuden, Navarette, 
Toreno, Paul. 

Moscoso, 

The particular vote of the Senor Oliver proposes to add the following clause 
to the dictamen: 

That it ought to be understood as not affecting the responsibilily 
which persons, whoever they may be, may have incurred in this affair, 
nor the rights of the Spanish nation represented by the Cortes and the 
King. 

The particular vote of the Senors Moscoso, Toreno, and Espiga, proposes 
the following additions to the dictamen: 

I. That the Cortes declare that the treaty called that of Cordova, 
celebrated between General O’Donojd and the chief of the dissidents 
in New Spain, Don Augustin Iturbide, as well as any other act or 
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stipulation relative to the recognition of Mexican independence by 
that general, are illegitinaate, and null in their effects as to the Spanish 
Government and its subjects. 

2. That the Spanish Government, by a declaration to all others with 
which it has friendly relations, make known to them that the Spanish 
nation will regard, at any epoch, as a violation of the treaties, the rec¬ 
ognition, either partial or absolute, of the independence of the Spanish 
provinces of Ultramar, so long as the dissensions which exist between 
some of them and the metropolis are not terminated, with whatever 
else may serve to convince foreign Governments that Spain has not 
yet renounced any of the rights belonging to it in those countries. 

3. That the Government be recommended to take all possible 
measures, without any delay, to preserve and reinforce those points 
of the provinces of Ultramar that remain united to the metropolis, 
obedient to its authority, or that resist the separation from it by the 
dissidents; proposing to the Cortes the resources it requires, and are 
not at its disposal, 

4. That the Cortes declare that the provinces of Ultramar that ha\’e 
declared their independence of the metropolis, or do not acknowledge 
de facto the supremacy of the Government of it, ought not to have 
deputies in the Cortes during their continuance in this state. 

The additional vote of Seflors Murphy, Navarette, and Paul, to the an¬ 
terior dictamen, states that it is their opinion that, in case of the approbation 
by the Cortes of the dictamen of the commission, they should not approve 
the additional votes presented by some individuals if it, as being contrary to 
the ends proposed by the same commission, but should put in execution the 
measures included in the dictamen without delay, without prejudice to what 
the ordinary Cortes may opportunely resolve upon, whatever else they may 
esteem convenient. 

After a short discussion, whether the dictamen should be discussed by it¬ 
self, or with the additional votes, it was determined that the dictamen of the 
commission should be first discussed. During the discussion, propositions 
to the following effect were presented by the Sefior Solanot, viz; 

That the Cortes, with a generosity peculiar to the constitutional 
system by which we are governed, and for the general interest of the 
Spaniards of both worlds, declare the independence of all those provinces 
of both Americas that actually are so at this day, on condition that 
each one of those Governments pay an annual subsidy in recompense 
of the rights which are renounced; that a treaty of commerce be formed 
on the basis most convenient to the reciprocal interests of the American 
and Peninsular Spaniards; that all hostilities be completely suspended 
until this treaty be completely approved; that all the Spaniards who 
may wish to retire to the Peninsula may do so freely, with all the funds 
belonging to them, without being obliged to pay any duty whatever; 
that any Spaniard who wishes to live m America shall have preserved 
to him the enjoyment of all his rights and property; that every Spaniard 
who may have been deprived of his property and of his rights, in conse¬ 
quence of the anterior disturbances, shall be reinstated in them; that 
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all the wealth and property belonging to European Spain shall remain 
at its disposal, and be removed to the Peninsula at the expense of 
America; that all the troops that are actually in America, belonging to 
European Spain, shall be maintained in the same points at the cost of 
the American Governrnent, until the ratification of this treaty; that 
European Spain may dispose of the naval force it has in America; and 
that there be established a confederation composed of the American 
Governments, under the protection of European Spain, upon the basis 
that may be most convenient, and guarantied as may be accorded. 

Senor Munoz Torrero demanded that the author of these propositions 
should withdraw them immediately, as he had no powers to authorize his 
making them, or, if he had, to exhibit them. The Cortes accorded that these 
propositions should be withdrawn, as contrary to the power given to them by 
the constitution. 

After considerable discussion, the Cortes approved of the dictamen as pro¬ 
posed by the commission. 

On the following day the particular votes were discussed, and decided as 
follows: 

That of Sefior Oliver was not admitted to a vote. 

That of Seftors Moscoso, Espiga, and Toreno, the three first articles ap¬ 
proved, and the fourth withdrawn by its author. 
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Joaquin de Anduaga^ Spanish Minister to the United States^ to John Quincy 
Adams^ Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, March p, 1822. 

Sir: In the National Intelligencer of this day, I have seen the message^ sent 
by the President to the House of Representatives, in which he proposes the 
recognition by the United States of the insurgent Governments of Spanish 
America. How great my surprise was, may be easily judged by any one 
acquainted with the conduct of Spain towards this republic, and who knows 
the immense sacrifices which she has made to preserve her friendship. In 
fact, who could think that, in return for the cession of her most important 
provinces in this hemisphere; for the forgetting of the plunder of her com¬ 
merce by American citizens; for the privileges granted to their navy; and for 
as great proofs of friendship as one nation can give another, this Executive 

^ American State Papers^ Foreign Relations, IV, 845. 

* See above, pt. l, doc. loi, dated March 8, 1822, 
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would propose that the insurrection of the ultramarine possessions of Spain 
should be recognised? And, moreover, will not his astonishment be aug¬ 
mented to see that this Power is desirous to give the destructive example of 
sanctioning the rebellion of provinces which have received no offence from 
the mother country to those to whom she has granted a participation of a 
free constitution, and to whom she has extended all the rights and prerog¬ 
atives of Spanish citizens? In vain will a parallel be attempted to be drawn 
between the emancipation of this republic and that which the Spanish rebels 
attempt; and history is sufficient to prove that, if a harassed and persecuted 
province has a right to break its chains, others, loaded with benefits, elevated 
to the high rank of freemen, ought only to bless and embrace more closely 
the protecting country which has bestowed such favors upon them. 

But even admitting that morality ought to yield to policy: what is the 
present state of Spanish America, and what are its Gktvernments, to entitle 
them to recognition? Buenos Ayres is sunk in the most complete anarchy, 
and each day sees new despots produced, who disappear the next. Peru, 
conquered by a rebel army, has near the gates of its capital another Spanish 
army, aided by part of the inhabitants. In Chili, an individual suppre^es 
the sentiments of the inhabitants, and his violence presages a sudden change. 
On the coast of Firma, also, the Spanish banners wave, and the insurgent 
generals are occupied in quarrelling with their own compatriots, who prefer 
taking the part of a free Power to that of being the slave of an adventurer. 
In Mexico, too, there is no Government; and the result of the questions 
which the chiefs commanding there have put to Spain is not known. Where, 
then, are those Governments which ought to be recognised? where the 
pledges of their stability? where the proof that those provinces will not 
return to a union with Spain, when so many of their inhabitants desire it? 
and, in fine, where the right of the United States to sanction and declare 
legitimate a rebellion without cause, and the event of which is not even de¬ 
cided? 

I do not think it necessary to prove that, if the state of Spanish America 
were such as it is repre.sented in the message; that if the existence of its Gov¬ 
ernments were certain and established; that if the impossibility of its reunion 
with Spain were so indisputable; and that if the justice of its recognition 
were so evident, the Powers of Europe, interested in gaining the friendship 
of countries so important for their commerce, would have been negligent in 
fulfilling it. But, seeing how distant the prospect is of even this result, and 
faithful to the ties which unite them with Spain, they await the issue of the 
contest, and abstain from doing a gratuitous injury to a friendly Gos’cm- 
ment, the advantages of which are doubtful, and the odium certain. Such 
will be that which Spain will receive from the United States, in case the rec¬ 
ognition proposed in the message should take effect; and posterity will be no 
less liable to wonder that the Power which has received the most proofs of 



2011 


DOCUMENT II06: MARCH 21, l822 

the friendship of Spain should be the one delighted with being the first to 
take a step which could have only been expected from another that had been 
injured. 

Although I could enlarge upon this disagreeable subject, I think it useless 
to do so, because the sentiments which the message ought to excite in the 
breast of every Spaniard can be no secret to you. Those which the King of 
Spain will experience at receiving a notification so unexpected will be doubt¬ 
less very disagreeable; and at the same time that I hasten to communicate 
it to His Majesty, I think it my duty to protest as Ido solemnly protest^ against 
the recognition of the Governments mentioned^ of the insurgent Spanish prov¬ 
inces of America^ by the United Statesy declaring that it can in no way noWy or 
at any timCy lessen or invalidate in the least the right of Spain to the said prov- 
inceSy or to employ whatever means may be in her power to reunite them to the 
rest of her dominions. 

I pray you, sir, to be pleased to lay this protest before the President, and 
I flatter myself that, convinced of the solid reasons which have dictated it, 
he will susi:>end the measure which he has proposed to Congress, and that he 
will give to His Catholic Majesty this proof of his friendship and of his 
justice. 

I remain, [etc.]. 
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John Forsythy United States Minister to Spaiuy to John Quincy Adamsy 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, March 2iy 1822, 

On the 18th inet. Sanchez, deputy from Seville proposed to the Cortes 
to make some important additions to the powers to be given to the Commis¬ 
sioners to be sent to Spanish America in virtue of the resolution of the ex- 
Cortes of the 13 Feb. If his plan, which has been once read in the Cortes is 
adopted, the commissioners in addition to the authority given them under 
the former resolution will have power to negotiate a suspension of every 
hostile act, military and political, for six years, things remaining in statu quo: 
No forces are to be sent during that period to the provinces that have sepa¬ 
rated themselves, nor is the Spanish Gov^ to meddle in any of the affairs of 
those countries: When that term expires, with the guarantees which their 
situation permits to enter fully into the principal discussion (meaning I sup¬ 
pose the recognition of their independence) and to agree to such measures as 
circumstances may permit. Also to negotiate and conclude a provisional 
treaty of Commerce with all the provinces separated de facto on the bases of 
1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XX. 



mutual pnviieuges ana aavantages (^soore oases pnvetegiaaos y ventajosos a 
ambas paries). This Gov‘. to understand, in preparing the instructions for 
the commissioners, that the Cortes esteem this affair so important to the 
national prosperity that they are disposed to make whatever modifications 
may be necessary in the Tariff respecting ultramine [ultramarine] effect and 
the product of national Industry and Agriculture, and even to give the abso¬ 
lute freedom of a port in the Peninsula if the Gov‘. should think it necessary 
to attract and fix in it the Commerce of all the fruit of the Americas.— If 
this proposition is adopted I shall give immediate notice of it to you. 

I am [etc.]. 
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Joaquin de Anduaga, Spanish Minister to the United Slates, to John Quincy 
Adams, Secretary of Stale of the United States ^ 

[tkanslatiom] 

Philadelphia, April ii, 182a. 

Sir: I have had the honor of receiving your note of the 6th instant,* in 
which you were pleased to inform me that this Government has recognised 
the independence of the insurgent provinces of Spanish America. I d^ 
patched immediately to Spain one of the secretaries of this legation to carry 
to His Majesty news as important as unexpected; and, until I receive his 
royal orders upon the subject, I have only to refer to my protest of the 9th of 
March last, still insisting upon its contents as if its substance were repeated 
in jhe present note. 

With the greatest respect [etc.]. 


1108 

Joaquin de Anduaga, Spanish Minister to the United Stales, to John Quincy 
Adams, Secretary of Staie of the United Stales * 

[trakslationI 

Philadelphia, April 24, xSaa. 

Sir: As soon as the news was received in Madrid of the recent occurrences 
in New Spain after the arrival at Vera Cruz of the Captain General and su- 


‘ American Slate Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 847. 

* See above, pt. i, doc. 103. . « 

• MS. Notea from Spanish Legation, VII. The same is printed in American State Pa¬ 
pers, Foreign Relalions, IV, 807. 
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preme political Chief appointed for those provinces, Don Juan O’Donojfi, 
and some papers were seen relative to these same transactions, it was feared 
that for forming the treaty concluded in Cordova on the 24th of August last, 
between the said General and the traitor Colonel Dn. Agustin Iturbide, it 
had been falsely supposed that the former had power from His Catholic 
Majesty for that act; and in a little time the correctness of those suspicions 
was found, as among other things the said O’Donojd, when on the 26th of the 
same August he sent this treaty to the Governor of Vera Cruz, notifying 
him of its prompt and punctual observance, he told him that at his sailing 
from the Peninsula preparation for the independence of Mexico was already 
thought of, and that its bases were approved of by the Government and by a 
Commission of the Cortes. His Majesty on sight of this, and of the fatal 
impression which so great an imposture had produced in some Ultramarine 
Provinces, and what must without diflSculty be the consequence among the 
rest, thought proper to order that by means of a circular to all the chiefs and 
corporations beyond seas, this atrocious falsehood should be disbelieved; 
and now he had deigned to command me to make it known to the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States that it is false as far as General O’Donojti pub¬ 
lished beyond his instructions, by pointing out to it that he never could 
have been furnished with other instructions than those conformable to 
Constitutional principles. 

In compliance with this order of His Majesty, I can do no less than ob¬ 
serve to you, Sir, how unfounded one of the reasons is in your note of the 6th 
instant,* for the recognition by this Government of those of the insurgent 
Provinces of Spanish America, that it was founded on the treaty made by 
O'Donojti with Iturbide; since not having had that power nor instructions to 
conclude it, it is clearly null and of no value. 

I repeat [etc.]. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States • 

[extract] 

Madrid, May 2,1822. 

The President's message to Congress of the 8th of March, carried to Liver¬ 
pool by the March packet from New York, was brought to this Government 
by a special messenger from Mr. Onis. The message was published in the 
French and English papers that arrived here on Monday week. On the 

1 See above, pt. i, doc. 103. 

* American Stale Papers, Foreign Relations, V, 372. 
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a/ternoon of that day I had a casual conversation with Don F. M. de la Rosa. 
I asked him if he knew such a mmage had been sent to Congress; he replied 
that he had seen it in the French papers of that morning. From his mode of 
expressing these few words, and his suddenly shifting the conversation to an 
indifferent subject, I saw that this event was not expected by the ministers 
here, and has created great sensibility. 

You will find in the Madrid Gazette of the 29th ultimo, herewith inclosed, a 
circular of the Minister of War on the subject of the Spanish officers who have 
left the ultramarine army to return to this Peninsula. It is interesting, as, 
joined to other circumstances, it tends to show the determination of this 
Government to continue the war with some, at least, of their former prov¬ 
inces. 


1110 

John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

Ikxtract) 

Madrid, May 20 , 1822 . 

I had previously understood from the English Sec’y of Embassy, Mr. 
Hervey, Resident minister since Sir H. Wellesley's departure, that M. de la 
Rosa had spoken of the Prewdent’a message of the 8th of March, as hostile 
towards the Spains, and the report of the Committee of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives as an attack ufxm legitimacy. On my return to Madrid on the 
18th I saw M, de la Rosa, and as instructed by your No 21, I assured him 
that the message "resulted from a disfxmition in no wise unfriendly to 
Spain ”. He spoke with a great deal of warmth on the subject, said it was 
what, from the friendly conduct of the Spains to the United States they could 
not have cxjRjcted; in no state of circumstances could it have a friendly effect 
on the interests of this Cmvt.; that it appeared from the message itself, that 
not satisfied with taking this step ourselves, we had been and still were in¬ 
stigating other governments to do so likewise, and that the measure was 
adopter! upon information incorrect in itself, and derived from sources of 
doubtful authority; as it regarded Mexico and Peru especially, there was 
absolutely no authentic information communicated to Congress with the 
mei^ge, as was proved by a ct»py of the published Documents in his ofltcc. 
He considered it particularly injurious to Spain at this moment when they 
were about setting on hxjt a negotiation with the different parts of Spanish 
America. He concluded by expressing an opinion that the Spanish Ameri¬ 
cans were unequal to self government and that their Independence, instead of 
■ MS. Uispatchsa from Spain, XX. 
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being accelerated would be retarded by this act of our government. I re¬ 
plied that the message itself explained the ground up>on which the step was 
taken, that the intentions of the President were not unfriendly to Spain. 
As to the effect of the measure, it would or it would not be injurious, ac¬ 
cording to the views of this Govt. If they were disposed to yield to cir¬ 
cumstances and act prudently it could do them no injury. I made no reply 
to his remarks on the published documents as I had not seen them. As to 
the communications made to other Foreign Gov’ts, instead of being un¬ 
friendly, they had in reality proceeded from a contrary disposition—from a 
desire on our part that other powers more remotely concerned in the ques¬ 
tion, should express an opinion on it at the same time with ourselves, with a 
view to its effects on the policy of this government. That this step was taken 
in entire ignorance of the negotiation to which he alluded, the Cortes Ex- 
trordinary had authorized the govt, to enter upon this negotiation only in 
February last. The only information possessed by the Gov‘. of the United 
States of {a] conciliatory attempt on the part of Spain was the knowledge of 
the mission to Buenos Ayres in 1820, and of the negotiation begun here with 
the Commissioners of Venezuela in 1821. The first had totally failed, the 
commissioners of Spain not being permitted to land, and the second had been 
interrupted by an order from this govt, to the commissioners of Colombia to 
leave the Kingdom. It might be convenient to Spain to delay, but circum¬ 
stances did not permit other govts, to imitate her dilatory policy. That 
"the Spanish Americans were unequal to self Govt.,’’ I thought an unfortu¬ 
nate observation, as it proved if true, that they were not fit to live under the 
Spanish Constitution. We should regret very much that a measure in¬ 
tended to Ik! useful, should prove injurious to either of the parties, but 
should not be satisfied that such would be the effect until experience had 
proved it. The conversation terminated by a remark on his part that what 
was intended to be done by the President, was yet uncertain, and that they 
would wail to know how far the govt, of the United States would go. From 
Mr. Hervey I understand that the Infante Don Francisco is anxious to be 
sent to Mexico, and is intriguing to effect it; and that, altho' he now thinks it 
too late, he, Hervey, advised Spain twelve months since to send out one of 
the Princes. The Russian Charg6 assures me, such was the wish of the 
English Gov‘. only five months since. 

There has been a Council of State on this Act of ours; a protest was recom¬ 
mended ; the Minister of Spain not to be withdrawn from the U. S. at least for 
the present, and the preparation of the necessary force to act efficiently in 
Ultramar as formally advised by the same Council, This advice it is said 
has been sent to the Cortes, and is before the Commission of Ultramar; of 
this I have no certain information, but it is altogether probable. 

The proposed admission of the Flags of the Spanish American govts, into 
English ports is said to be as vexatious as our determination to recognize 
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their indeixjndcnce. Of herself, Spain can do nothing but negotiate with the 
Spanish American govts.; nor has she the means to procure the assistance of 
other fKiwers which she is willing to give and they willing to accept. 

M. tie la Rosa has spoken to some of the Foreign Ministers here of the 
pritfKisetl R*cognititm as a violation of Treaty stipulations, referring I con¬ 
jecture to the Treaties of Utrecht and of the Holy Alliance, with which wc 
have as little concern as with the compact between Rome and Carthage, 
Constitutiimal Spain is no favorite with the Holy Alliance, and the Revolu¬ 
tion of 1820, glorious as it was for this country, settled the question l>etween 
the SjKinish old and new world. The use of Force to be sent from Kurope, 
since March of that year has not been seriously thought of. The liberal 
govt, adopted here, and the equality of rights and priviledges offertsd to the 
S(>ani»h Americans were suppc^ed to l>e means sufficient to restore at least a 
portion of revolted Sjianish America, and assure the fidelity of the parts still 
amnected with Spain, to the Empire. The appeal of M. de la Rosa to the 
principles of the Holy Alliance, is a proof of mental wcaknwa, I did not ex¬ 
pect from him. 

I am (etc.). 
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John Forsyth, JJniM States AftH»iter to SMin, to John Quiney Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Slates ‘ 

(kxtsact) 

Madrid, Jum 33, 1833. 

Mr. de Barras arrived here twenty day* since with Mr. Anduaga's protest 
against the memage of the 8th March, and your reply. On the 21st 1 re¬ 
ceived from the Secretary of State two copies of a manifesto passed by o>rder 
of the King to the different courts of Europe. One of them is encloeed with 
this despatch, with a ctipy of the note received with it, and of my acknowledg¬ 
ment of their receipt. This manifesto was prepared in obetlienee to the 
resolutions of the Extraordinary Cortes, a translation of which was sent to 
you with my No. 34, When it was written 1 do not know; but my belief i», 
that it has lieen prepared since a copy of the President's maroge of 8th 
March was received by this C»ovcrnment. I wait with some anxiety to re¬ 
ceive instructions subsctjucnt to the clt»e of your oirrespondenoe with Mr. 
Anduaga on this subject. I cannot anticipate exactly what this CJlovemmens 
will do. The proltability is, that they will not do more than break off their 
diplomatic intercourse with us. If this is done by merely recalling their 
minister from the United States, I shall not feel at ease until I know the 
wishes of the President. 

' Amerkan State Papers, Pamgn Rdatiens, V, 374. 
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The informs of the Commission of Ultramar, on the memoir of the Minister 
of Ultramar, which you will receive herewith, is an interesting document; 
although the question between the Spanish American Government and Spain 
is not considered under the new shape it assumed after the President’s mes¬ 
sage of the 8th March, the informi will serve to put you in possession of the 
views of a respectable committee of the Cortes after the message was known 
to have been sent to Congress. The idea of establishing neutral ports in 
Spanish America, and a neutral flag only, for the Peninsular and American 
Spaniards, is new. The only propositions that promise any practical good 
are those made by Sanchez, already alluded to, and those with which Sbarra, 
a member of the Commission of Ultramar, concludes his particular vote. 
Everything which has been done on this subject proves, conclusively, that 
the Cortes and the Government are satisfied that they are without the power 
to produce a reunion of Spanish America with the Peninsula by force; yet, 
with this conviction, there exists a perverse determination not to adopt the 
only measure which promises to be advantageous to Spain. The Cortes will 
close its session in a few days; they will probably do something before they 
rise. I expect, however, nothing of a decisive character. There have been 
lately several secret sessions, with what object, as yet, I know not. 

{The manifesto which he mentions as having been delivered to him fol¬ 
lows:) 

Manifesto that, by Order of His Majesty, the Ministers and 

CiiARtjfi d'affaires of Spain Have Passed to the Courts of 
Europe 

[translation] 

His Catholic Majesty, in calling the attention of his august allies 
towards the dissident Spanish provinces of America, judges it not only 
useless, but unseasonable, to examine the causes which produced in 
those countries a desire to separate from the mother country; it is 
sulBcient to his Catholic Majesty to have the consolation that it was 
not the abuse of power nor the weight of oppression which originated 
so serious an event; and that only extraordinary circumstances, and 
the terrible crisis in which Spain saw herself compromised, to free 
her throne and her dignity from the imminent risk of a foreign usurpa¬ 
tion, could occasion a disunion so fatal between the members of one 
and the same family. 

Since that epoch, as glorious as unfortunate, various have been the 
political aspects which the different provinces of Ultramar have pre¬ 
sented; military events have succeeded each other with alternate 
success; the cause of the dissidents has taken a different direction in 
each one of the principal parts of that immense continent, and his 
Majesty sees with the most profound grief those interesting regions 
suffering all the ills and exposed to all the dangers which are the inevi¬ 
table consequences of a revolution. 

For the same reason his Catholic Majesty desires ardently to put an 
end to a situation so painful of anxiety and of uncertainty; and, carrying 
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into exMUliun the beneficent resolutions of the Cortes, has named the 
rf»{H*trtive ('urnmbaioners to proceed to the dissident province of 
I'liramar, hear their propositions, transmit them to the Spanirii 
(hivernment, ant! open a frank and sincere correspondence, which 
may have for object and end the good of those countries and that of 
the nation in general. 

H. t'. M. does not present himself to those provinces as a resentful 
rnonarch Indore his misled subjects, but as a {widfic metliator in the 
discords of his children. He casts a veil over the jmsi, in order to «e 
the prpient without any kind of prejudice, and contemplates the actual 
situation under all the relations which unite it with the future. 
common gwKl of the provinces of Imth hemispheres; this is the only 
end of the negcjtiations; this, its only basts; this, the common centre 
where all its comhinationa must Iw dirtx'led. 

Never has a more im[K)rtunt transaction presenttHi itself; but neither 
is it (xssaibte for a (lovernment t<t prepare to cttmmence it with greater 
loyalty ami rckkI faith, H. (*. M, cannot mjrsuade himself that the 
intereat of the provinccsof Ultramar can Ixi found in opposition to that 
of Hurof>ean Sjatin; and this sentiment, so worthy of ms heart, stimu- 
lates him to Imik for the means of rmjnciling their c<»mmon advantage*, 
and offers him a conwdainry confidence that it will not Ik* impoMtble 
to find it. H. t', M. gratifies himself with the flattering hojK* that this 
frank and generous confitlcnce will simre those n*gion» whole age# trf 
misery and destruipion; prevent civil war and anarchy from retardii^ 
the prtigrews of civili/ation and improvement; avoid the dejKjpulation. 
jH>verty ami imnu>ralify which atteml great [lolitical oscillations, and 
which mndemn to disgrace and misery one generation without securing 
the refxjse or the felicity of the following. 

H. t*. M, Ixflieves, at the same time, that the greatest good he can 
procure to I’eninsular Sjiain is to pul an end to a desolating and fratri* 
cide war; and that, placetl between brothers united by the tie* of blood 
and of religion, of language, of customs, and even of convenience itself, 
his voire cannot fail to l>e heard with benefit to one and the other. 

But H. M. extends his views to a more extensive horixon, and 
considers this great question as an Kurojiean question. A long lime 
futssetl before the prexligious effects of the discovery of the New WorW 
were perceived in this continent; nobrxiy could foresee them, much 
less calculate them; it was an unkmiwn, immense career, without any 
barrUrrs to confine it within its space. The same, H. M. judges, may 
l>e said of the great events which are agitating America, and whose 
effects must innuence necessarily, and in a very rapid manner, the lot 
of Huroijc. h is not jxwaible to determine the degrees of this influence, 
nor the alterations which it must produce in the recipn>cal relations 
of the one and the other hemisphere; but H, C. M. hesitate* not to 
affirm that the transaction which fixes the lot of the Spanish province* 
of America, and puts an end to the blind and impetuous course of its 
revolution, will l>e one of the benefits the moat memorable for the 
civilized world. 

Necensities, commerce, habit, communications of every specie*, 
have united with muUiplietl Ixmds the two hemispheres: and it is easy 
to conceive that an entire amtinent, delivered to the struggle of the 
tmitaions, and made the theatre of a durable revolution, cannot fail 
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to influence perniciously the political and moral relations of Europe, 
when it has scarcely begun to recover from the agitations and disturb¬ 
ances it has labored under for the space of thirty years. 

There will be, perhaps, superficial spirits who will see a solid and 
established Government and a constituted nation in each province 
which may have declared its independence; and who, without attending 
to obstacles of any kind, nor to the principles of public right, nor to the 
best known maxims of the law of nations, will believe that the mere fact 
of the separation of a province from the state of which it formed a part 
legitimates its existence! insulated and independent! and gives it the 
right to be recognized as such by other powers. 

But Governments fortunately know, by a sad experience, the effects 
which are produced by a similar overthrow of principle; they foresee 
the consequences of its propagation, not less fatal to legitimate Govern¬ 
ments than to the integrity of nations; and are well aware of the conse¬ 
quence to Europe of sanctioning in America, as some pretend, the 
undefined right of insurrection. 

Thus it is that H. C, M. believes not only interested in this question 
those nations who possess colonies and establishments in Ultramar, to 
which the same theory could be applied, that it is now intended to 
legitimate with respect to the Spanish provinces of America; but that 
he also considers this business as intimately connected with those 
conservatory principles that offer securities to all Governments and 
guarantees to society. 

Before this great and capital object all other considerations disappear 
by their smallness, and therefore H. C. M. does not recur to those 
subaltern reasons which, in ordinary times and circumstances, are 
employed by policy in support and defence of justice. 

Although the question is viewed under this other aspect, Spain 
presents in all her relations new and powerful motives, which ought to 
excite in her favor profound sentiments of the most severe impartiality. 
Without any kind of ambitious pretension, placed with respect to all 
nations in an inoffensive situation, and dedicated exclusively to affirm 
and consolidate her interior felicity, she can neither provoke jealousies 
nor rivalries, nor cause to be desired the violent dismemberment of the 
various parts of the monarchy with the object of debilitating it. Spain, 
however powerful she may be, cannot threaten the repose nor the se¬ 
curity of other nations; and Spain, rich and powerful, could advan¬ 
tageously influence the preservation of the equilibrium of power. An 
instinct of honor and of loyalty reunited the unknown elements of her 
strength, and engaged in the most unequal struggle, gave time to the 
continent to rise up against the common enemy and destroy his oppres¬ 
sive yoke. This fact alone renders unnecessary all reflections and 
commentaries. It alone inspires interest in favor of the magnanimous 
nation, and announces what ought to be its destiny, always beneficent, 
and never offensive; nature and policy designate it this advantageous 
position on the map of nations. 

This grand political view was not hidden from the European cabinets 
when they saw destroyed the colossal and exaggerated power which 
Spain, alarming Europe, had exercised for the space of two centuries. 

After a long struggle, it was determined at last to fix the lot of Spain, 
considering it inwoven with the federal European system, and, at the 



2020 


I’ART xni : COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 


same incjment, was foreseen the advantage of aflinning her power, 
M*curing it in America a point of support that might augment its weight 
in the iKjJitical balance to obtain the equilibrium of Europ. 

To such a [Kiint was given importance to this consitieralion of general 
intea'st, that Sjatin obliged herself not to transfer or dispose of, in 
any manner, any portion of her territory in America; and, in onler to mate 
its ixMwession mojre secure and inviohible, and to remove even the 
motives for suspicion and want of confidence, she deprived henself even 
of the liberty of conceding to other nations, by any means or under 
any pretext, the commerce and trade with those countries. 

Time, notwithstanding, has prexiuced a very important alteration 
in this point and a more enlighlcnetl policy! the change in the mercantile 
relations, the rectification of eainomiau principles, and a multitude 
of other oimbinetl causes, have wnvinced .Spain that it will beasprei> 
udidal to her peninsular interests, as injurious to the provinces of 
Ultramar, to aspire to the preservation of a commercial monopoly 
formerly vieweti as the tmnd of union lietween the two great moieties 
of the monarchy. 

H. C. M. judges, an the contrary, that those ties only arc durable 
which are founded on the common interest, and that yieninsular Spain 
may obtain commercial advantages favorable to her industry and 
navigation without aspiring to a pridlege so exclusive: that new 
necessities and new desires, arising from the progress of civilization 
and of wealth, make neansairy a more frank and litxiral system for the 
provinces of Ultramar; and that, in place of struggling uselewly with 
the mercantile spirit, which has so much influence in the political system 
of modem nations, the true interests of Spain ainsist in oandliating 
it, instead of provoking it as an irreconcilable enemy. 

Proposing to itself such important objects, all the laws, all the dis¬ 
positions given since the rratoration of the institution, have a tendency* 
wneficent, generous, and to the colonization of strangers in Spanish 
America, and to the freedom of oommert* in those regions; and the 
experiment made in the island of Cuba has been suffideni to demonstrate 
practically that the general interest of all nations, the interest of the 
provma*s of America and that of European Sjmin, all coinetde in one 
siune point. 

By this simple and natural mean, H. C. M. has found alwolulely 
removed the only obstacle that might prevent the most perfect uniwi 
tetween the polic3r of Spain and that of the other cabinets. A solid, 
stable, and recognized Gkivernment, a faithful observer of its tr^ties. 
prepares to treat with the dissident provinces of America, and offer* 
to the other powers the greatest commerda! advantages; it would nor 
be possible to designate (even when the question should be reduced to 
the simple calculation of lucrative interest) an object which might serv'e 
as a counterpoise in the oppmite extreme. 

The civil wars and the anarchy that frequently succeed revolution*, 
and especially when their elements are so heterogeneous and contradic¬ 
tory as in America, are surely not calculated to augment the exchange¬ 
able products of a country, nor to invite strangers with the effective 
and persuasive security which is the soul of commerce, nor can precarious 
and uncertain governments, without any guarantee, secure themsdvc* 
the advantagta which they may offer. It is now twelve years stoat 
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Buenos Ayres, delivered to its own fortune, has toiled in vain to con¬ 
solidate a Government, and the misery and depopulation suflFered by 
the provinces of Costa-firma have retarded, instead of accelerating their 
wealth and prosperity. In matters of this class, when facts come in 
support of reason, it is useless to oppose to certain and known results 
vague and indefinite hopes. 

But it appears only if a new calamity has taken place, in con¬ 
firmation of the evils which should have been foreseen; the insurrection 
of the American continent has given color and support to the piracy of 
the seas, and commerce in general begins to suffer from the insecurity 
and dangers of this immoral and barbarous war, which knows no law 
but that of sordid interest, and which treats and despoils as enemies 
the industrious individuals of all nations, indiscriminately. 

Hence, and by an admirable concatenation, everything concurs to 
establish the utility and urgency of a definitive arrangement of a busi¬ 
ness of such vast and profound ramifications, and everything contributes 
to stimulate the Spanish Government not to retard, by any secondary 
motive, a transaction so important. 

H. C, M. flatters himself with the greatest satisfaction that, about to 
establish with the dissident provinces this ample and friendly communi¬ 
cation, he will find in the other Governments that circumspect and 
deliberate conduct that justice prescribes, and that policy recommends, 
and that sentiments of impartiality and benevolence inspire. 

The Spanish nation, treating to put an end to a domestic discord, 
the same inviolable resfiect which it professes to the rights of other 
nations inspires it with the just confidence of being treated recip¬ 
rocally with the same considerations, not being able to suspect, even 
on the part of the nations who desire to continue in friendship and 
harmony with her, any hastarded step which might suppose already 
resolvetf the question which the Spanish nation is about to decide as 
its own, in use of its legitimate acknowledged rights, and which it has 
never in any manner renounced. 

In which state the same means made use of to excite Government to 
the recognition of the independence of the dissident Spanish provinces 
of America will offer, on the contraiy, a notorious and solemn occasion 
to sanction the fundamental principles upon which the integrity and 
tranquillity of nations and the public morality of Governments repose. 

The tenor and spirit of treaties, the ^ood faith which ought to reign 
between friendly powers, the conviction of an obligation supported 
equally by an enlightened and foreseeing policy, the real welfare itself 
of the dissident provinces, and even the general utility of all the po¬ 
tentates, offer an equal number of securities to his Catholic Majesty 
that his laudable desire will find in his august allies the most favorable 
and friendly receprion. 
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John Forsyth, Unitetl States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of Ike United Stales * 

[ejctbactI 

Maukio, June 38 ,1823. 

I have not been able to ascertain if anything haa been said nr proposed in 
the Cortes during their secret sejaiions with regard to the Uniteti State*. 
There is one striking circumstance that renders it pral>abk* that there ha*. 
In the discu^ion of the business of Ultramar not even the nuMit remote al¬ 
lusion has been made to the resolution of our Government to rm)gni2e the 
Spanish American (kivernments. The message of the Hth of March, ymtr 
subsequent correspondence with Anduaga, and the determination of tint 
Council of State when amauUed by the ministers, are certainly known to the 
Cortes, if not, as is more probable, formally communicated to them. I can 
hartlly a»nceivc it possible that a reference to this step of ours should not 
have been made, if it had not Issen studiously avoided, and I see no suffi¬ 
cient motive fora studious avoidance of it if the subject had not been untkr 
consideration in a different shape. This is mere conjecture; you will give 
to it its due imptirtance, as you are made acquainted with the foundatkm 
of it, 
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John Forsyth, UniM Stales Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of ike United States * 

(sxinucrj 

Madrid, July 18,1823. 

Mr Hervey has given me a sight of his letter to the Gov». of the 8th and 
their answer. I send you copies of them marked No 13. By separatiBf 
himself from the other European ministers, and by a timely subscription d 
jtxx) Reals to succor the militiamen wounded on the 7th Hervey has 
himself quite popular here. I have seen I think several indications lately of 
a Btrtjng derire on the part of England to acquire influence with this Gov*. 
Is this with a view to the affair* of Europe or of America? As it regardb 
America and especially Mexico, I should be sorry to see them succmful in 
acquiring it. 1 know not what changes may have been made by recent 
events in the policy of England, but her old plan to erect Mexico into an in¬ 
dependent Ck)v‘. with one of the Spanish Infantes at it* head, is in my view. 

' Ammean StoU Papws, Fordfn RdaUens, V, 377, 

* MS. Dispatches from Spaifl, xX. 
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one of the worst modes of settling the affairs of that country that could well 
be devised, both for the happiness of Mexico and the interests of the United 
States. The Mexicans are said to adhere to this plan, at present the Spanish 
Cortes and the Ministers are strongly averse to it, and have great hope that a 
reunion of Mexico with Spain may be effected under the Constitution of 1812, 
What the wishes of our govt, upon the subject are I can only conjecture from 
the documents that have been published and that I have seen here in the 
public journals. With the exception of the documents accompanying the 
President’s message of the 8th of March, which I received the 23d of May, I 
have no information that is not collected from the newspapers. I wait with 
some impatience to hear from the Department. I presume it cannot be long 
before I shall receive a line from you. 
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John Forsyth, UniUd States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ' 

[extiuctI 

Madrid, August 26,1822. 

The late events have had a favorable effect for us. The danger so near 
home has drawn their attention from American affairs and blunted the 
sensibility excited by our recognition of the Governments established in our 
hemisphere. Every one feels, too, that, among the Governments, the 
Spanish constitution has no friends but the Unitetl States, and perhaps 
^gland. Every one is sensible that Spain has no power to compel Spanish 
America to unite with the Peninsula, and that no assistance is to be procured 
from the European powers without a sacrifice of the free institutions now 
established here. The administration has passed into the hands of a party 
at all times more reasonable and less prejudiced on this subject than those 
who have heretofore administered the Government. 

‘ American Slate Papers, Foreign RdaUons, V, 377. 
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Jchn Forsyth, United StaUss Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

(extract) 

Mauriu, October ji, idis. 

It ia altogether pnibable that the h'ngiiBh (k)v‘. will take the cxTasion l 
consult the Allied Sovereigns on the raurse to lie taken with Spanish Amei 
ica. The time is extremely favourable to the Sfianish American Goverr 
ments. The State of Affairs in Sfxiin will furnish to the Kuro|:>ean Powei 
the strongest motives to recognize the American Governments. 

It is to Ijc greatly regretted that the Spanish American Governments ha 
not some tlirect communication with this Government. Agents of Abilit 
well supplied with funds might do much in Madrid. The prm*nt Admini? 
tration is completely occupied with European Affairs St is hopeless of m 
uniting the dissever’d ymrts of the Empire. A present pecuniary relief wit 
large promises of future advantage from a lilteral interctntrfie with Spanb 
America would I think produce a formal ackntwlcdgemcni of the Indepew 
ence of all the South American Governments. Proluibly Mr. Rush ha» a 
ready made you acquainted with the corre«r>ondence Iteiween I.*’. lAindt*f 
derry and Mr. Onis on the subject of .South American Independence. It 
but a short time since I becaime acquaintetl with the sul>«tance of it. ! 
seems Onia aak'd an explanation of the views and intentions of the Kngli* 
Government some lime in May or June. The answer was that England ha 
not alter'd her sentimenta of Erienflship towards Sfjain. The oansion wi 
tsdcen to remind Spain of repeated offers to inerliate that had lawn refuse* 
of the anxious desire to see tranquillity restored; to warn Sjuiin that rveni 
would of themselves decide the question of the Indcf>endence of her ColonH 
and cornj[>el European Goventrnents to a fomud recognition of them a* Ii 
defjcndent States; to advise liberal measures of reconciliation to t>e in 
metlialely taken & in conclusion to desire to knf>w wltatever the .Spani* 
Government might resolve to do in this quoitian m important to .Spain & ! 
the commercial world. This (Jkjvemmenl has not yet t»mmuaicale*l ii 
determination. 


‘MS. l>ts(widwi from Spain, XXI. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ' 

[extracts] 

Madrid, November 20,1822. 

I understand that this Government are under serious apprehensions lest 
Cuba should declare itself Independent and place itself under our Protection. 
That they are inform'd a Society of Free Masons in Philadelphia has con¬ 
nection with a Society of Free Masons in Havana with the object it is sup¬ 
posed to hasten the declaration of Independence. This according to their 
usual mode of judging of our conduct is thought to be known and counte¬ 
nanced by our Government. The Squadron sent to Havana by the British, 
the pressure upon Spain at this moment when she has so much reason to 
dread the determination of the European Sovereigns, by Great Britain, all 
combine to shew the necessity of watchfulness on our part as to the designs 
of that Power and the probability of their accomplishment afforded by the 
present condition and attitude of this Country. A Commercial Treaty 
between Spain and England is desirable to England but it is not of sufficient 
importance to induce her to take up the Gauntlet for Spain against the com¬ 
bined Sovereigns. It is not of sufficient importance to induce her to guar¬ 
antee the loans of money Spain must have for the support of the Constitu¬ 
tional System. What then is the object of the one Party, and how far will 
necessity oblige the other Party to assist in the accomplishment of it. Eng¬ 
land desires the weight of Spain as a European Ally; adly, the benefit of the 
Commerce of the Peninsula; 3rdly, to become the mediator between Spain 
and the Spanish American Governments; 4thly, the Possession of Cuba to 
give her the command of the Gulf of Mexico; 5thly, of the communication 
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans over the Isthmus of Darien; 6thly, 
of Montevideo. With the i & 2, we have litle concern; the 3d is of the 
deepest interest to us (see Cypher. No. i. 2. 3. enclosed): 

(DKCODIPtCATJONi 

xst paragraph. 

Here if I had the fullest instructions nothing could be done to prevent 
Spain’s accepting this mediation; nor is it probable she would accept one 
offer to mediate from us. To obviate the ill consequences recourse must 
l>e had to the Spanish American governments. If Spain acc^ts the 
offer of mediation it will be difficult for the South American Govern¬ 
ments to refuse it, if the acknowledgement of their Independence is the 
basis of the mediation. I should presume that it would not be difficult 
to satisfy the Spanish American C^vemments that it would be prudent 
to accept of the mediation only on the condition that our Government 
should be invited to join in it, standing as we in the same relation to 
I MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXI. 
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them as (Ireat Britain does to Spain. That Great Britain has any fixed 
determination as to the 4, 5, & 6 objects I will not pretend to affirm 
fxwitively, but my impressions are strong, that she has. If she has, 
the means of success are a guaranty of loans, taking a lien ufKm »me 
nr all of them as an eventual indemnity, or a purchane of them. 'Hte 
guaranty of Cuba against the designs of the UnitwJ .States would not 
lie an unlikely mode of proceeding. The island however will l>e nit»«t 
reluctantly surrendered by Spain, and the ixiuulation of the Island 
itself is known to be hostile to any transfer to (»reat Britain. Monte- 
wdeo and the Isthmus are consitiered in a different light, they are trf 
no present use to Spain, and out of her possession; nor is there a nro»f>ect 
of their Isjcoming useful to her if they could l>e recoveretl. V\H»at will 
^ the result will depend much utxm the Congress of Verona. If Sfmn 
is pressed by an armeti force or by the (‘onlinuetl use tif the means 
corruption, she must make great sacrifices. The Commercial Treaty 
opens the road to Great Britain to pnifit by the nctwiities of .S{»ain. 
It the Congress do nothing decisive I hojie nothing of consecjuence will 

f row out of the tkterminatitm to treat with England. Whatever may 
appen I am here without the (ge) (power) to do more than to give 
you notice of what may la* done or intended. Without instructhms 
1 ran make no ofTer.s to this (kiverninent in ortler to divert them from 
this couree; nor (tin) I jierceive what offers we could Iinakej in her 
present situation (that] could induce Spain not to j^iersuit [pursue it 
untl we are here, I am constrained to say, not amsidereri in the friendly 
light we ought to lie considered by Spain. 

2»d paragraph. 

By accident I became master of the purjKirt of« conversaiion lx*iwwa 
Vive* and (astanos the deputies from Cut>a [. The (k>vernment is (.*4 
anxious that Vtves should go to Culm (as Captain fk-tierul; hut he 
would (?)1 p:o with reluctance (since he (?)] dreads the Climate and the 
loss of the island during his Government convinml that it must t»e!<**? 
sooner or later. The inhabitants dread the party in favor of indr- 
mmdence Iwcause some of the Agents are beli(ca»)vetl they have 1.111; 
m-lieveri to have (?)) connection with Hayti. Vive* thinks if the 
.Se|Ktration liccomes inevitable the interest of Imth retjuires the unkw 
of Cuba to (the) United States. He will as a gootl SpaniattI use all hi* 
efforts to prevent or at least fxistpone this separation: El Richard 
Keane, formerly of Baltimore, goa» iwKin to Bordeaux to embark fm 
Havana from thence to New Orleans as a Spy either upon us or u|3*»ii 
Mexico, or Ixith. Feeling that we know him he hate* u* of couriK*. 
He had for a long time a scheme for settling Texas, which was patnaiincd 
by Ari«>e formerly deputy from Cohahuila, (tfi) one of the dignitark* 
of the Cnurch of Iturbide ptc], but it was rejected by the Cortes. . . . 
jrtf paragraph. 

ist. to incite the Government to form a commcrdal treaty with 
England; 

and, that the Government should wait for propoaals from England; 
3rd, TTial a reduction of the duties should form the basis of the 
treaty; 

Ath. That the affair of South America mieht be taken into \ 4 ew in the 
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The Cortes approved the first and rejected the second, third and 
fourth. 

This jealousy towards us may be imputed to these causes: the disputes 
in Florida; the recognition of the Independance of the South American Gov¬ 
ernments without previous declaration of the determination to recognize; 
what has taken place with regard to the Boundary Commissioners; and the 
rumours of the designs on Cuba. I have reason to believe that Mr. Anduaga 
has represented that the change in the determination to proceed with the 
Boundary Commission was to be attributed altogether to the form of Gov¬ 
ernment establish’d in Mexico. Had it been Republican we should have 
refused; as it was Imperial we agreed to proceed. The two first of these were 
dying away and I consider’d the ill effects of them as almost entirely removed 
by the change in the Ministry of July. The communications from Anduaga 
have been subsequently received and have served to revive the ill will pre¬ 
viously entertain’d. On the subject of Cuba I have taken all due pains 
indirectly to remove the apprehensions of the Government. To several 
Deputies of the Cartes, and to persona who I presumed would repeat what 
I said to the Ministers, I have spoken of Cuba as a very desirable acquisition 
to any Power, but that our interest required, as there was no prospect of its 
passing into our hands, that it should belong to Spain. That as English 
property it would be infinitely injurious to us. As Colombian or Mexican 
it could not but be hurtful. Independent of its formidable position, its 
slave population would make us anxious to keep the Island out of the hands 
of Governments which would be comi)elle<l by their Institutions to make 
changes in it, extremely dangerous to the reptjse and prosperity of the South¬ 
ern Stales. In a conversation with one of the Members of the Political Com¬ 
mission of the Cortes I express’d a conviction that Spain could procure by an 
immediate recognition of Colombia and Mexico and the adoption of a 
Hlreral system of commerce a guaranty of the Island from Colombia Mexico 
8 c the United States. The three Powers being equally interested to keep it 
in the hands of Spain, out of the hands of England and of each other. He 
ask’d permission to speak of it to the Ministers which I gave him provided 
he spoke of it to the Ministers as a matter of opinion on a subject which had 
never been even named to me by my Government. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to S^in, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary oj Stale of the United Stales ' 

(kxtractI 

Madrid, December ij, 182a. 

I received a few days since a note from Mr. Sitn Miguel, ... in¬ 
forming me that the Sjjanish Squadron in the (Julf of Mexico was about 
to l>c reinforced ("in consequence of the frequent piracies"]. I supposed it 
probable that a similar note had l>een written to all the K(»reign Minlsttars 
but find that this was not the fact. . . . What the motive is for »entluq[ 

a naval reinforcement you may probably understand Ijctter than I do havii^ 
direct information frt)m Havannah. Asfar as we are informtHl. here, a land 
force would l)c more useful for destroying the Piracies of Culm, and of break¬ 
ing up their comuH'tion with Mav,innah. It is more prolmble the view is to 
prtitcct Cuba and to assist the Covernment party against the Mexican and 
Colombian ( '.ovcrninents. The Espectador, a Spanish Pa{>er of which Sw 
Miguel was the baliior, and over which he is still supjK»ml to exercise con- 
troul, contains latterly some reflections of the subjert of Sjmnish .\merica ju 
destitute of wisdom as iht>sc formerly made by the jtrtHtxling Ministers. 0 * 
one jxuiit the determination of the present Ministers is fixetl, to wait tbi 
return of, or information from, their CommissionerB l>efore they do anv 
tiling on this inqsirtatit subject. 


Ills 

Joaquin de Anduaga, Spanish Minister to the United SUstes, to John Qumq 
Adams, Secretary of State of the Unital Slates * 

fTKAMiU^TlOH} 

Nkw York, December jq, i8aa. 

Kir; The exiietliiion formctl In the ports of this Republic, and whkl 
saile<! from thence in the month of August last, to conquer the island 0 
Porto Rico anti to scfiarate it fmm Spain, has fixetl the attenlitm of all I%« 
rtific. The effect which this extraordinary event has pnsluced tin the cits 
ssens tif the Uniteti Slates proves, iti a tiemonstration, the sentiments c 
virtue anti prtibity which animate an immense majority tif them, and tha 
the attempts which unfortunately «> frequently stain the meritoriim# ref 
utation of these inhabitants are the work of a small numlier, and are fel 
and deleslctJ by the mass of the nation. The publications matle on thi 

' MS. DM()atehe« from S{»in, XXI. 

’ AmeritMH SU»U Popart, Pareipt Rdatims, V, 3R.I. 
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noisy subject, in all the newspapers of the Union, clearly display this truth; 
and, at the same time that I admire and respect the virtues and sensibilities 
of the American people, I can do no leas than give them the tribute of my 
sincere gratitude for the indignation they have shown at seeing their laws so 
scandalously trampled upon, and a nation, their friend, and from which 
they have received such great proofs of esteem and regard, so perfidiously 
dealt by. 

The nature of the aforesaid expedition, the manner in which it has been 
framed, the publicity which it had before its sailing, the criminality or 
negligence which has appeared in the officers of the United States, are so 
odious, and so clearly is it the interest of the Government to show to the 
whole world, for its own reputation, that, far from approving such excesses, 
it hastens to repress them, and to punish them, as 8or)n a.s they come to their 
knowledge, that I flatter myself that the bare mention which I have made to 
you, sir, of this event in my former notes was sufficient for the President to 
have taken those means dictated by his justice that the delinquents should 
suffer the punishment which they deserved; that the conduct observed on 
this occasion by the officers of the customs should be examined, and to the 
end that, by means of some communication, I should have l>een enabled to 
calm the uneasiness and concern which have l>een caused to his Catholic 
Majesty by an event so opposite to the friendship which unites him with 
this Republic and to the laws of all nations. 

I will not do the President the injustice to doubt for a moment that he 
has taken the measures which public vengeance and the honor of this Re¬ 
public demand; but I must express how much I am hurl that in so long a 
time you have not had the goodness to give me any explanation on so impor¬ 
tant a subject, and the means of fully aetjuainting his C'atholic Majesty 
with the object I have just mentioned. 

Such is the publicity of the aforesaid expedition, of its authors, of those 
who are parties to it, and of its event, that I think I may dispense with 
distracting your attention with the particulars, except that 1 ought to fix it 
upt>n the circumstance, of which I am assured, of Mr. Irvine, one of the 
chiefs of it, having been claimed by the captain of the United States corvette 
the Cyane from the governor of Curayoa, who had arrested him upon the 
petition of Spanish officers. If this circumstance should certain, it would 
give rise to consequences which it is impossible to admit, and I am per¬ 
suaded that the President will reprove the conduct observed in this case by 
the commander of the Cyane, contrary, no doubt, to the instructions and 
intentions of his Government. 

Although I anticipate the communication the President will be plea.sed to 
order me relative to the said expedition, which can be no other than that 
which the honor of this Republic and justice imperiously claim, I take the 
liberty of asking you, sir, to have the goodness to transmit it to me as soon 
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as possible: my object in this request being to be able to dissipate, without 
more delay, the anxiety and uncertainty with which the silence of this Gov¬ 
ernment uptin a case so public and scandalous cannot fail to inspire hit 
Catholic Majesty and all the Spaniards. 

I repeat, (etc-l. 
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John Forsyth, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the UniM States * 

Irxtracts) 

Mai>ru>, January to, 182^. 

, . . Yesterday was publish’d a decrtt*’ of the C*t»rtes p,Wd in 

accret session on the subject of the British Claims, of Ultramarine Commerce, 
and of the system to lie adapted in relation to Ultramar (No. 2). During 

' MS, Dwpalches from Spain, XX!. 

• A transltttiwi of the tiecrw referred ta foUaws: 

The irtiBle anti rmiRre** of deputies in extraordinary sessitw, eserriwnjt the right 
which the Conutitiition concwles to them «nd having exaniinetl the ntatJe t« 

the Mtne by Hi» Majesty with reference to various claiiiw of the Engliah (knwnment, 
have tlecrectl: , . , , , , , . 

t. The decree of the senate and eongrea* of {letmtie# of the 37 lh of January, tSji. 
concerning the commerce of the Island of Cuba, shall be imtemicd to all lire Provincci 

erf Ultramar, in the manner that has btsin declared with respect to the said Island foe 
a term of ten months, counting in <»ch respealve case from (the dateerfj puWicatam id 
the decree), fm all those nations with whom the (kivemntent deems »t ex(aslieni. ta 
which end it »fully authorised. . . , , 

а. At the same time it is likewbe authorised, in wder that it. either «m tts own jwt 
or by means of arbiters desigtialcd by itself and the British Cfovernment. may decate 
and settle the claims that it makes; any of the priws which, for any reawm. are <4 a 
doubtful character, such as those proceeding from the blockade of Crost* hirme, being 
classified into categwies and counterbalanced with the claims which S|Mni»h subjecu 
might have against Ureat Britain. 

3. The nation now acknowledges in the great book the ammint trf 40 rmllion reahs 

more or less for the imkmnificautm that may result from the mentioned traniwcikw: 
giving with this a proof of the sincerity and justice of its principles, always trying to 
preserve amicable relations with Great Briuin, and to rc{«ir whatever damage it may 
iiave caused to Its subj«rts. ..... 

4. The payment of the claim# of the Engllrit subjects of which the trtkr of the senate 
and congrew of deputies of June a?. »82*, speak*, remains a charp against the Natmi^ 
Treasury, and anticipates the liquidation and adjustment that tiie same order jwavuiai 
foe* 

5* If the exammatlan pretettbed in ArtWe a. rctuki in fraud m in the adiu- 

dtotbn of the ihares in the proceeds of the pbe#* m culimbility m the fitrt thr m* 
tboritiei, the Ckjwrnment will enforee the kws In to punWi the guilty and m 
©fder to protect the nation from eniuing obll^tiont. 

б. The (iovcrnnuent propc»e« to the ^eoite mod congr^ d in ail 

brevity the syitem that it may agree to adopt In the pfovin^t of Ultraifw, both wsih 
repurd to dia^entem and to thrwe that nmlntiiin unity: and t\m alt«ratton« that may 
be indb|mi»ble in the lawi of commerce and nivipikm d the Indlet may now ont 
harmonised in the National jpower^ m may now be ©omblned with thorn d the otter 
ntaritime powem by niwma of tr^um 
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the Congress of Verona a note very vague in its terms was written by the 
Duke of Wellington and [on?] the subject of Spanish America and I under¬ 
stand answer’d by the allied Sovereigns in terms equally vague. . . . 

England you will perceive is reaping here the benefits of her efforts in 
favour of Spaun at Verona and Paris, and of the timely pressure of her sev¬ 
eral claims upon the Government of Spain. All her avowed objects are 
accomplish’d, and there is great probability of her succeeding in some of 
those that are not avowed. You will observe that the decree for the settle¬ 
ment of the British claims is connected with the subject of the commerce of 
Ultramar and with the Policy to be observed in regard to Ultramar separated 
from, or yet united, to the Spanish Dominions. 


1120 

Joaquin de Anduaga, Spanish Minister to the UnUed States, to John Quincy 
Adams, Secretary of Slate of the United States ^ 

[TXAKStATlON] 

Nkw York, March 6, 1823. 

Sir: Under date of the 14th of December of last year I had the honor to 
address you a note,’ requesting explanations on the expedition from these 
ports for the conquest of the island of Porto Rico, and the disapprobation 
of the conduct of the captain of the United States corvette Cyane, in the 
claim which he was said to have made to the Governor of Cura^oa in favor 
of Mr. Irvine, one of the chiefs of that expedition. Lately I have received 
official letters from my Government, in which is energetically expressed the 
surprise of his Catholic Majesty at seeing the possessions of Spain attacked 
in a manner so public and scandalous by the citizens of a power to which 
so great and »o costly proofs have been given of its friendship; and although 
it has appeared to him extraordinary that the President should have been 
ignorant of preparations made with so little secrecy, and that a collection 
of men and of ships, laden with munitions of war, in the ports nearest to the 
capital, should have been able to be concealed from him; nevertheless, judg¬ 
ing by his own sentiments of those which he believed animated the President, 
he did not doubt that it was so, and that this Government, the instant it 
should have notice of such an event, would hasten to take the most vigor¬ 
ous measures for the punishment of the delinquents and for preventing 
such excesses in future; and, above all, that to prove to his Majesty and to 
all Europe the indignation produced to it by this attempt, it would have 

* American Stale Papers, Foreign SdaUons, V, 388. 
tSee above, pt. xni, doc. itiC 
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been gratifietl in giving to the cabinet of Spain the satisfaction and explaaa> 
dona which so (xiioua a breach of the laws of nations and of the friendship 
which unites this Republic with Spain so imperiously demanded. This 
persuasion was so natural that it is very easy to calculate what eff«:t it 
would have on the mind of his Majesty, and on that of all the Spanlardb, 
to know that this (lovernment not only has thought pn>per not to give a 
sfXHttantH>UH explanation on an event injurious to Spain, and which in so 
slmmeful manner stains the gwjd faith and reputation of this Republic, 
but that an answer has been withheld for so nrnny months to the notes 
which I have had the honor to address to it on this subject. The ai'mie* 
quenee which should l>e drawn from this cannot escajw your penetraritm. 
h is very dear that if, fnan the ports of Spain, an expetiition should depart 
for the attack and atnquest of a prtjvince of the United States, and that hi# 
C'aiholic Majesty should not only not give at the time explanations of hk 
ignorance and clisafjpmbation of it, hut that he should neglect the repre* 
Mentations of the American minister at Madrid, the President would have a 
right lc» Iwltcve that that Imslile measure had been carried into executbn, 
if not with the consent of the S|>anish (k)vemmcm, at least with its con¬ 
nivance, Hut if the conviction which I have of the c<tuity of the I*re«<lcnt, 
and of his tiesire t«> maintain with Sfmin the amity which happily submts. 
prtrvents me from drawing, in the case whereof I treat, that ctmsequcnce, 
evident as it may apftear, I cannot help seeing in your silence a singular 
indifference to the feelings of his ('athcjlic Majesty, in respect to the attacks 
which his fKswessions and subjects receive on the part of the Americans. I 
know bow painful this will lie to my (Jovernment, and how grievous not to 
see its friendship towards this Republic answered in a cora'spondent manner, 
nor the pr(K>fs which it has given of it; and anxious to tranquilire it, I take 
the lilHTf y <if retiuesling you to lie pleased to answer my note of the 14th of 
DeceiulK'f last, not doubling but that it will l>e such as wilt adm the inquk- 
lu<le and uneasiness which must l»e caused in the mind of his Catholic Maj¬ 
esty by the cstxxiition referred to, and by having left my notes unamwered, 
I renew (etc.). 


1121 

Jmquin di Anduaga, Spanish Minislmr to the United States, to John Quiney 
Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

(tsansuatjosJ 

Nkw York. Mareh 7. iSjj- 

Sir: I have the honor to wnd you inclosctl aqncs of the jm>tf»l made in 
Pensaada by Ikin Jacinta ('orrea, captain of the .SfHinish schooner called 
‘ kmenoss Stott Paper*, Farngtt Rdatims, V, 384, 
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the Carman, alias Galliga the Third, and of a judicial declaration made by 
the same before the consul of Spain in New Orleans. 

In both documents are set forth the capture of the said schooner by the 
United States ship-of-war Peacock and the oppression and robbery com¬ 
mitted by her crew, all which has been confirmed to me by the Captain Gen¬ 
eral of the Havana, and by the consul of Spain in New Orleans. As the 
circumstances of these crimes are expressed in the inclosed documents I 
avoid repeating them in this note, and shall rest content with calling your 
attention to three of the principal, which are, the Peacock having made the 
capture with the Spanish flag, the violation of the public correspondence 
between two provinces of his Catholic Majesty, and the malicious contriv¬ 
ance of Captain Cassin in sending the crew of the Carman to Pensacola and 
the vessel to New Orleans, that there might be no one to defend her there. 
Such violations of all public law, and such refined perfidy, arc so evident 
and ckHous that I think it unnecessary to insist upon them, since it would 
be doing an Injury to the sense and justice of this Government. Notwith¬ 
standing the insidious preaiution of Captain Cassin, scarcely had the courts 
of Pensacola and New Orleans examined the case, when the former declared 
the crew innocent and set them at liberty, and the other ordered the restitu¬ 
tion of the veiwel, which saves me the trouble of proving the illegality of the 
capture; and it only remains with me to request that the President would 
be pleaited to order satisfaction to the owners of the schooner Carman for 
the lasses and damages which they have su.stained, and that the money and 
effects of which they have been plundered be restored to the crew. This 
is what it concerns me to ask in favor of said individuals; but the just satis¬ 
faction of my Government, the assurance in future of due respect to the 
Spanish flag and the lives and property of Spanish citizens, imposes upon me 
the obligation of speaking to you with that frankness which ought to subsist 
between two friendly powers whose interest it is to maintain the greatest 
harmony. 

The injuries done by this country to his Catholic Majesty and to his sub¬ 
jects are not confined to expeditions of individuals for the conquest of his 
provinces, to ho8tiliti(^ under the insurgent flag, to building armed ships 
for the enemies of Spain, to furnish these men with munitions of war, &c.; 
but they have gone to attack publicly the vessels of Spain by ships-of-war 
of the United States, and to trample upon Spanish citizens by American 
officers; the excess being carried to such a pitch that his Catholic Majesty’s 
territory is violated, and if a speedy check be not put to it the Spanish com¬ 
merce must be in dread of the ships-of-war of a nation which is said to be 
friendly aa it would of another with which it was in a complete state of rup¬ 
ture. 

The violations of neutrality and of friendship between two nations, com¬ 
mitted by individuals, always give room to the offended power to believe 
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that they have taken place without the knowledge and against the will of the 
Government of the aggressors, and that it will grant a competent satisfac¬ 
tion; but when this is not only refused, and not even private citizens but 
the ships and officers of that Government give the insult and commit hos¬ 
tilities with its approbation, since it neither punishes them nor prevents 
them from continuing their aggressions, the illusion must cease, and, alarmed 
for the intentions of said Government, the imperious obligation which it is 
under of protecting its subjects lays it under the necessity of demanding: a 
frank explanation of them, and indispensable provisions for the putting 
a stop to the scandal of acts which continue could only be followed by con¬ 
sequences which his Catholic Majesty has a lively desire of avoiding, it being 
his most sincere wish to preserve inviolate the friendship which he professes 
towards this Republic. 

Vain have been my repeated remonstrances to obtain satisfaction for the 
insults offered to my Government and fellow-citizens by the American offi¬ 
cers. And if, in the courts of the United States, the Spaniards have found 
justice, the Government has not only refused my petitions, but has not even 
given an answer to the greater part of my notes. The very sentences of 
the courts prove the justice of my complaints against the said officers; and 
when it is seen that this Government, in spite of these complaints and the 
opinion of the most eminent and just judges of this Republic, refuses to his 
Catholic Majesty the satisfaction which is his due, does not answer the rep¬ 
resentations of his minister, and continues its protection and favor to the 
officers accused, the suspicion is allowed that its friendly sentiments towards 
Spain have undergone an alteration. This doubt will be extremely painful 
to his Catholic Majesty, wherefore I spend more time in requesting you to 
be pleased to clear it up, and this can be done in no other way than by giving 
to his Majesty the satisfaction which he has demanded for so great injuries, 
with the punishment of the officers who have committed them, and especially 
of Captain Cassin, and giving the most peremptory orders that they be not 
repeated. 

The multiplied proofs of friendship which his Majesty has given to bhie 
Republic, the sacrifices which he has made in its favor, and the utility which 
results to both nations in the continuance of a good understanding between 
both, are to me a sure guaranty that the President, deigning to take into 
consideration the important contents of this note, will be pleased to order 
such an answer to it as will at once dissipate the disagreeable impressions 
which the acts of the American officers have made, and assure his Catholic 
Majesty that his desires for the continuance of the strictest friendship with 
this Republic will be fulfilled. 

I repeat [etc.] 
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John J. Apploton, Chargi d’Affaires ad interim of the United States at Madrid, 
to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States * 

Madrid, March so, iSs^. 

Sir: The Despatches from this Legation numbered 51, 53, 54,* and 58 ■will 
have furnish’d you with nearly all the facts by which we would determine, 
here whether England had, during the period they embrace, made overtures 
to Spain for a cession of the Island of Cuba. Altho’ my own belief, founded 
on a close attention to these facts and on an intimate intercourse with persons 
who have a deep interest in being well informed, was, that no other proposals 
had iMien made in reference to the Island, but those which had for object the 
extirpation of piracy, I thought it my duty on receiving your despatch No. 
28 "Marked Secret" to institute fresh inquiries. 

The result of these inquiries, I am happy to inform you, confirms fully the 
impression previously entertained—that there have been, lately, no nego- 
ciations on foot between England and Spain for a cession of the Island of 
Cuba. The English Minister at this Court, has it is true, occasionally, ex¬ 
pressed uneasiness about the fate of the Island and was advised (by?] his 
friends in the Government to watch closely all its relations with the United 
States. But the knowledge which he has of the temper of Spain in relation 
to its foreign Possessions did not permit him to go further. An offer to take 
the Island under the protection of England would I am persuaded have been 
rejected either from want of confidence in those who made the offer, or from 
a feeling of national pride which has as often influenced the Councils of Spain, 
as interest. She considers Cuba as an integral part of the Monarchy, and 
clings to it with the blinded energy of pride and interest. These feelings are 
so strong, so general that no Go'vemment could disregard them. The men 
who have been successively at the head of affaire in Spain, since the Revolu¬ 
tion, have been anxious to retain their hold upon the Island of Cuba and the 
remaining transatlantic possessions by kind and liberal treatment, and none 
ha've among them, gone further than those composing the Ministry and the 
Cortes in the last periods of difficulty. Under them the history of the Rela¬ 
tions between the Peninsula and the Island has been a succession of acts of 
deference, all manifesting the fullest respect for the rights, and the greatest 
sollicitude for the prosperity of the Island on one part, and the deepest sym¬ 
pathy for the mother country on the other. On all occasions when measures 
were to be taken or important appointments made for the Island, the opin¬ 
ions of its deputies in Cortes, have been sought and generally governed the 
determinations of the Government. Of this you have had a conspicuous 
proof in the appointment of General Vives to the Command of the Island. 

‘ MS. Dispatchai from Spain, XXII. 

•Seeabove, pt. xm, does. in6, 1117 and mp, Forsyth to Adams, No'vember ao, and 
December 13, iSaa, and January 10, 1833. 
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The situation was sollicited by General Quiroga, whose influence at the end trf 
the year that has expired was very great, but the Deputies of the Island in¬ 
sisted upon his not being appointed, and his revolutionary claims, great as 
they are, were overlook'd. 

The creation of a free Port at the Havana, the exemption conceded to the 
Island of Cuba at the instance of its Deputies from the Extraordinary meas¬ 
ures adopted in Octolier last for the Kurofiean Provinces, the revival of the 
naval ordonance and other legislative measures, shew, that the Cortes and 
the executive Power shared the same sentiments in relation to the Island. 
Its deputies in conjunction with others of Ultramar have for some time Iwck 
been employed under orders of the Cortes in drafting a plan for the Political 
and Economical Government of their Provinces, which is now in processed 
discussion in the Cortes. The basis of this work is the acknowledged dif¬ 
ficulty of governing these Provinces well, with redress, for abuses, so distant; 
and the object of it, is to find a remtnly for the evil. It asks more than will 
probably be granted, but even if some of the articles are thrtjwn out, as plac¬ 
ing the (mvernments of Ultramar ujKm Kh) lndej>entlent a ftxiting, enough 
will remain to insure with time a full development of the resources of tht«r 
Provinces. Among other faculties it gives to the Provincial Juntas, is the 
very imiwrtant one, of keeping up a naval force for the exclusive protection 
of the Islands and their commerce that of hohling public Sessions that t 4 
fixing the duties ujKm imtxtrts and cxfwrts atrording to a Ixisis furnish'd by 
the Cortes - that of susfH-nding in accord with the Geje FalUko the executiiw 
of any law or order from the Peninsula, if, from their Ixnng executed great 
prejudices might arise to the Provint'es • that of n‘p<jrting at stated times 
upon the conduct of all persons employer! by the crc»wn in the Provinnis, and 
even suspending from duty alt those who are not in the military service. 
With these Powers, the Provincial Deputatiems elected as they are by the 
r>et)ple, might sermre to the [leoplc nearly all the blessings of self (mvernmenl 

The delilwrate earnestness with which the Cortes are providing institw- 
tions f(»r tliese distant Provinces indicate, certainly, no disjxwition to transfer 
them to another Power. If such a disjxjsition existetl here; however, I very 
much doubt whether there would lie any on the part of the |x*ople of Cuba to 
be bargain'd away like their own slaves. To England I am fully jjcrsuadrd 
they would not Iwlong. National prejudices, the exjierience they have had 
of the English t'olonial Policy when pressing upon the conquer'd French 
Islands and of her exertions to put down the slave trade, have not prepared 
them to receive the English as Masters or Protectors. Had they to choose 
between England and the United States their choice would not be doubtful 
The classes, however, who have something to lose prefer remaining as they 
are, persuaded that an attempt to place the Island under the protection cd' 
either Power would inevitably draw down upon it the anger of the other and 
make it the theatre of a contest fatal to its prosperity. Such is the language 
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of the friends of Cuba with whom I am acquainted here, unwilling to depend 
entirely upon them for my impressions on the subject I determined to im¬ 
prove the first opportunity of sounding Mr. San Miguel. This opportunity 
was presented on the 15th when he inform’d me that he had resisted the 
demand of England to be permitted to land on the Island in pursuit of 
Pirates, I said, that if it was true, as circulated, that the British had landed 
500 men at Matanzas they had not been satisfied with his answer. To this 
Mr. San Miguel replied that he did not believe the report, as the only pretext 
which the English would alledge for landing had been abandon’d by them 
on being assured that the Governor of Cuba would readily cooperate with 
their fleet for the destruction of the Pirates. I then observ'd that I was not 
disposed to give much credit to the report from a conviction that England 
would be very cautious of giving umbrage to her maritime rivals by so bold 
a step in that quarter—that, besides, I consideretl it her interest as well as 
ours that the Island should remain tranquil, and this depended upon its 
remaining in the hands of Spain. England and the United States I added 
derived now from the Island, without expense, nearly all the advantages 
which the possession would yield and well knew that they might lose all by 
attempting to get more. Mr. San Miguel acquiesced in my observations, 
and said that he felt no concern about the Island of Cuba. That were it 
threatened, he was sure it would be succour’d by the United States. I said 
that the United States could never see with indifference any attempt to 
change the present state of things in that quarter, but that I was not pre¬ 
pared to say how far they might lie disposed to go to prevent such a change. 
That the information would however soon be furnished by Mr. Anduaga 
who I presumed from the conversation which had taken place between 
him (Mr. San Miguel) and Mr. Forsyth had already been directed to 
make the necessary inquiries. Instead of confirming this surmise, as I 
hoped, Mr. San Miguel merely observed that Spain would do all that was 
needful to secure the advantages which might be expected from the well 
known dispositions of the United States in reference to this important sub¬ 
ject. Had the tenor of this conversation, or previous impressions led me to 
believe that PIngland was actually pressing Spain for a cession of the Island, 
I would have made use of the faculty allowed by your letter, and spoken in 
the name of my Government. In the state in which I found things I thought 
that my duty required that I should not compromise the United States, 
unnecessarily. If by excess of prudence I have erred from the Presidents 
wishes, the error is, I flatter myself, of a nature to be easily mended by Mr. 
Nelson whose arrival I am daily expecting. In the mean while I shall derive 
satisfaction from an intimate belief that our interests are all safe at present, 
and that they are to have soon the support of talent and experience which 
are but ill supplied by my exertions. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John J. AppkUm, Chargi d‘Affaires ad inUtrim of the United Stales at Madrid, 
to John Quincy Adams, Secredary of Slate of the United Slates >■ 

{extract] 

Cadiz, July g, 1S33. 

Sm: I have detained Mr. Wyre until now in the double ex{>ectalion erf 
liaving it in my power to transmit to you by him the delerminalitm of the 
Spanish (iovemment in relation to its former Colonies, as well as any thing 
which might transpire, in addition to what I had the honor of aimmunicating 
to you, in reference to the subject of your letter No. a8, marked "Secret”. 

The removal of the (jovernment to this place has been fatal to the hopes 
which 1 had for some lime back entertain'd, and in which I had l>een en* 
courted as you will have seen by my letters, that the "American question” 
would be presented fairly by the Ministers to the Cortes, and a determina* 
Uon would l>e taken ufxm their report favourable to the cause of Inde¬ 
pendence. The warmest friends of the Americanshave I>een paralysed by the 
pretaure of their affairs at home. Several Deputies with whom I have con¬ 
versed here, and who were disposed some time back to take up the subject, 
now shrink from the diffiiculties and responsibility it involves. The fact 
is that one of the subjects of accusation brought up by the Madrid Regency 
against this (iovemment, is, that by the constitution and the measures 
deriving from it, the Spanish Colonies have been lost—and that, were ihi* 
(iovemment, reduetd as it is to a few Provinces in Spain, and blockaded is 
Cadiz, to take any determination friendly to the former Colonies the Re¬ 
gency and the French would protest against it, and appeal to it as a proof td 
the corruption and selfishness of the Persons in Power here, who to secure 
themselves, (it would be said) a retreat, have sacrifised the dearest interests 
of their country. There is no doubt that the accusation would produce its 
effect, among a large class of Spaniards who yet cling to the hope of recover¬ 
ing the Colonies, and that it would hasten the dissolution of the omstitu- 
tional system. Notwithstanding all. there are a few deputiw who appear 
determin'd to give the question a trial in the Cortes, and will in all this 
month, unless the Mimstem idiould of their own accord and in comfrfiana; 
with a former decision of the Cortes anticipate them, call up the subject. 
Out of I to raembers, of which the Cortw are now composed, in consequence 
of the desertion of tome of its members, there will not be found so who will 
be in favour of d«dding the qui^tion now. The objections that will be 
made are I am assured the fdlowing— 

1st. The want of Powers in the Cortes by the Constitution to dtsnnember 
any portion of the Monarchy from the rest, 
and. The impotency of an uncondUimud recognition of the independenoe 
* MS. Dispatch^ from Sfiaiii, XXtl. 
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of the Colonies, and the insecurity of a conditional one, if Spain treats alone 
with the Colonies. 

3rd. The unfitness of the present moment. 

The first of these objections will not be strongly insisted on, for however 
indisposed they may be to recognise the independence of the former Colonies 
unconditionally, all their scruples would vanish if they could obtain the 
guarantee of England for the fulfilment of such conditions as might be im¬ 
posed upon those Colonies, and receive, as the price of their acknowledge¬ 
ment of the Spanish American Governments, powerful assistance for the 
support of the independence of the Peninsula. From this you will perceive 
that, England has it in her power to fix the fate of Spanish America. With 
her some arrangement may be made, but I do not believe that there is any 
now on foot. Indeed if there were, the Deputies who are desirous of bring¬ 
ing the question up in the Cortes, would be informed of it and desist from 
their object, as prejudicial to Negociations. 

Sir William 4 Court still remains in Seville, waiting for instructions from 
hie Government to remove to this place. Twenty eight days have elapsed 
since he sent a courier from Seville announcing the appointment of the Pro¬ 
visional Regency. Mr. Gomes, the new Charg6 d’Affaires of Portugal 
named by Count Palmella, having found the Government here, has re¬ 
mained, and has spent his first moments in endeavouring to engage the 
Government to a removal of the two Princesses, daughters of the King of 
Portugal, to Lisbon with their children and has been unsuccessful. Mr. 
Briderman [?], the Charg6 d’Affaires of Saxony, is also here. These two 
gentlemen, with myself compose the present Diplomatic Corps, at this Court. 
A commissioner of the British Government having applied for Papers the 
delivery of which is stipulated by the last convention between Spain & Eng¬ 
land, has been informed by Mr. Pando the Secretary of the Despatch of 
State, that Spain declined proceeding with the execution of the convention 
until the retreat of the English Minister was properly explained. As his 
conduct might inspire doubts, whether England continued to recognise the 
Constitutional Government. M r. Jabat the Spanish Minister in London has 
received instructions framed upon the same ideas. 
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John /. Appleton, Ckarg6 d'Affaires ad interim of the United Stales at Madrid, 
to John Quincy Adams, Secretary of Stale of the United States ’• 

tKXTKACrl 

Cadiz, August 6, i83j. 
(dosed the 8th) 

This intimate conviction, I have confirm’d by a conversation this very 
evening (yth) with the Minister of Finance, Yandiola, who acts, ad interim, 
as Minister of Foreign Affairs. Bringing up the subject of Mexico of his 
own accord, he said to me "your country should be on the alert as to the 
intrigues which France is setting on foot in that Country to induce it to ac¬ 
cept a Prince of the House of Bourbon, as a republic such an arrangement 
cannot suit you, if we should be unfortunate, here, it cannot suit us." I ob- 
8erv«l to him that we had probably by this time a Minister at Mexico who 
informed you with every occurrence which would affect the interests of the 
United States, and that altho’ he had no other means of influena* there, but 
such as an upright Government woukl acknowledge to all the world, it wa* 
proper to supiwse that such influence as he possess’d would always l)e thrown 
in the scale of liberty—that against any change in the present state of things 
in that country, he might calculate upon the character of those who were at 
the head of Affairs. The Minister answer'd that the last letters received 
from Fort Uloa, shew, that there was a growing disixwition in Mexico for 
the Federative System, and that other letters which had l)ccn receive<l totlay 
from Mr, Rivas their Chargtl d'Affaires in the United States under date of 
the 27 th of April announced to him the arrival of Commissioners in the 
Unitetl States to propose the annexation of the Province of Guatemala to the 
United States. I said that the Gazettes of the U. S. hatl announced the 
fact, but that if a proposition to that effect was made to the U. S. they would 
in a spirit of sincere friendship inform the Commissioners that their project 
had insurmountable objections, that the United States had yet felt no wish 
to extend their power beyond their proper limits, and that the happiness of 
their Province would be best promoted by uniting with its immediate 
neighbours. Mr. Yandiola said that the Congress of Mexico was animated 
by the most liberal spirit and had already inform'd Guatemala that they 
might dictate the terms on which they would be united with Mexico. I said 
that the fear of Iturbide and his absolute power antld alone have induced 
Guatemala to have recourse to the U. S. and that the cause of disunion no 
longer existing it was probable that it would remain attatch'd to Mexico. 
Mr. Yandiola then remarked that there was another interesting country 
that the fear of despotism might throw into the hands of the United States; 
that when he was in the Havannah he had observed a great tendency to 

‘ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXII. 
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a political connection with the U. S. and that if liberty was lost in Spain, he 
believed that the people of Cuba would in imitation of the other Possessions 
of Sjjain dissolve the ties which hold them to the Peninsula and probably 
seek for protection in the U. S. I answer’d that I was in hopes that liberty 
was not yet lost in Spain—that if the Constitutional Govt, had means to 
support itself in Cadiz for a few months longer a re-action might be expected 
throughout the Provinces. He said that it certainly might be expected, 
but that if England persisted in refusing to do any thing for them pecuniary 
means would fail. How is it, I replied that England does not improve this 
occasion to secure some of her favorite objects in America? He replied, 
that he feared she was too deeply implicated with the Holy Alliance to con¬ 
sult her interests, that it would soon be known whether she intended to 
abandon .Spain to her fate; if so, and France proposed no terms that could be 
accepted, their determination was fixed to hold out here as long as possible 
and take the chances of what might happen in Spain and in other countries. 
I then ask’d Mr. Yandiola on what pecuniary resources they counted for the 
present. He replied upon the 50,000,000 of reals which France had paid to 
the Spanish Consul General at Paris two months before the war, and which 
he had timely placed in England. (This sum was the amount of private 
claims, which France was bound to satisfy by the Treaty of Paris. The 
Spanish Consul received it in Inscriptions upon the grand livre, which were 
immediately converted into Reconnaissances payables au Porteur and thus 
placed beyond the power of the French Government.) That they had good 
reason to think that they could liquidate an account which they had with 
—“—-— amounting to-for which purpose they had sent two com¬ 

missioners to England. I enquired whether these commissioners were the 
two who took a passage in the Frigate Tribune. He said they were—that 
the success of their mission depended upon its remaining secret—that if this 
liquidation was [were] effected it would produce 1088. 648. 1576. 794. 1384. 
1453- 347- 1372. 500. 192. 668. 1384. 169. 1244. 1501. iiio. 1426. 1290 [no 
decodification]. He added "would nothing be done in your country by 
offering good security? We have the revenue of the Island of Cuba which 
w'ould answer for more than we need.” This question brought on an an¬ 
swer similar to that which I had given to the Deputy of Cortes, adding, by 
way of illustrating my general propositions, that the duties paid by citizens 
of the U. S. upon the importation of effects in the Island of Cuba might 
amount to several hundred thousand dollars a year, and that exchequer bills 
receivable at the Havana for these duties might be negociated in the U. S. 
that an operation of this kind might be undertaken if they had some one on 
the spot on whom they could rely. Mr. Yandiola replied that the idea struck 
him forcibly; that the Government had been deliberating upon the choice of 
a prop>er person to send as Minister to the United States, and had thought of 
Mr. Jabat their present Minister in London—that, however, nothing is yet 
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dedded. (Mr. Jabat has property in Cuba to the amount of three or four 
hundred thousand dollars.) I said that the great object was to have a person 
in the U. S. who could not sell himself to the Holy Alliance, that after what 
had happen'd with the last Minister the Government would lie disposed to 
treat with reserve any person who did not offer them the guarantee of an 
honorable character. Mr, Yandiola inquired, then, when Mr. Nelson might 
come. I told him that I had this very day received a letter from him in 
Gibraltar, denoting his anxiety to be here and enclosing a letter for th* 
French CJeneral, in which he ask'd to be allow'd to pass thro his lines, and 
that the immediate object of my visit had been to ask him (Mr. Yandiola) 
to furnish me the means of having the letter deliver’d at headquarters. He 
said he knew that the French had declined receiving any «)mmunication 
except under the Spanish Flag, and supposed that I wish'd him to send my 
letter over. I replied that I would wish it. He said that he would immedi> 
ately make it known to General Valdes in order that he might place a boat 
at my disposition with a Flag of Truce, and sent me an hour afterwards the 
billet of which a copy is enciosetl. The answer of General Bourdesoul will 
be carried to Gibraltar by the person whom Mr. Nelson sent here, who will 
also be chargeti with this Despatch. My letter to the Duke of Angouleme, 
of which you will find a copy with my communications to Mr. Gallatin, will 
with those communications be placed at the disposal of Mr. Nelson: in order 
that he may forward them (for hence, there is no conveyance) if he deems it 
advisable, from Gibraltar. If Mr. Nelson is denietl entry, I shall until Mr. 
Gallatin can clear up the business be on the watch that the interests of the 
(^ic) as far as I understand them, suffer not by Mr. Nelson’s momentary 
exclusion. It would have been most grateful to me, to have, at a moment 
like the present, replaced the Affairs of the United States in hands of a person 
calculated to do them entire justice. 

You will find in the Gazettes of 3d Instant a report of the Commission of 
Ultramar proposing to the Cortes ist to invite the Governments de focki 
existing in Spanish America to send Ministers to the Peninsula or to any 
neutral point of Europe designated by Spain, with full Ptweni, and consent 
to an Armistice with those who send such Ministers, adly that the Govern¬ 
ment of H. C. M. should name on its part one or more plenipotentiaries who 
may at the point designated negodate Treaties of every kind, upon the basis 
that will seem to them most proper, not excluding that of Independence. 
3dly that these treaties shall have no effect until sanction'd by the Cortai. 
This Report was taken up on the following sittings, as you will see by the 
Gazettes of the 4th & 5th, and laid at rest after an interesting discuwion. 
It was known that this would be the result, there not being more than twenty 
persons in the house who could be brought to vote for the adoption of the 
commission's report at the present juncture. The decision took place upon 
the question whether the vote should be taken by yeas and nays. It was 
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decided by 53 against 43 that it should not. The house then laid the report 
on the table without a division. The most formidable adversaries of the 
report were Arguelles, Joaquim Ferrer, and Gomes Becerra. Arguelles 
hates the English, and is sincerely attatch’d and devoted to the greatness of 
his Country. Joaquim Ferrer is also unfriendly to the English, but is too 
much accustomed to calculate like a merchant, to reject any advantage 
which might be derived from England, by sacrifices in America, if he thought 
that England was disposed at this moment to mediate lietween constitutional 
Spain and her former possessions. In February last he and Mr. Cooke, the 
agent and friend of Mr. Canning, settled the bases of a mediation at several 
interviews—indeed a sort of a protocol was kept, which Mr. Cooke carried to 
England. Mr. Ferrer has assured me, that Mr. Cooke had recognised the 
justice of the principle of indemnisation {w] from the former colonies to the 
mother country, and said that England would jKThaps consent to make good 
to Spain, immediately, the amount of that indemnisation |5tc], receiving in 
exchange the stipulated rights of Spain ufwm Spanish America, and detiucting 
from the amount thus to be paid to Spain by England the import of the 
unsettled claims of English subjects upon Spain. Mr. CcKike left Madrid 
for England in February promising Mr. Ferrer that he would let him hear 
from him as soon as he arrived, but has not kept his promise. This Mr. 
Cooke was Agent for a large amount of British claims the settlement of which 
had l>een stipulated by a Treaty which has long been in your possession, 
and the execution of which has now exfierienced some embarrassment from 
the retreat of Sir Wm. C'ourt. Mr. Becerra the other {lerson I have men¬ 
tioned as oppo.sed to the RejMirt, is a Spaniard of the old scluxil who carries 
with him on all occasions a large number of the Deputies from the Interior. 
All opposition, however, would ceasti to the reaignition of Spanish American 
Independence (except from Arguelles who is uncompromising), if it could be 
made the means of insuring the independence of Spain in Europe—the fate 
of South America is therefore in the hands of England—but, probably, the 
same reasons which prevent her acquiring any rights on Cuba, will not suffer 
her to come to an understanding with Spain about it. Lc^ing this oppor¬ 
tunity, she may not arrange afterwards the affairs of America to her liking. 
The French are evidently anxious to gain influence in that part of the globe 
and will, probably, to a certain extent succeed. 
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Memorandum of a conversation between William A Court, British Minisk 
to Spain, and John J. Appleton, ChargS d'Affaires ad interim of 
the United States at Madrid, December 7, 1823 ' 

I learn'd this evening from Sir William 4 Court that Mr. Saez had told hit 
a couple of days before his dismissal from the Ministry that he proposed 1 
address him a note containing an invitation from the King of Spain to that < 
Great Britain to take part in a Congress to l>e held in Paris for the adjus 
ment of Spanish American Affairs, and that Sir William had said to Mr. Sat 
that tho’ he could not give any enajuragenient to the application intended I 
be made, he would transmit it to his Ciovernntent as wsm as he should ^ecei^ 
it. On my inquiring whether this application had l>een made by Mr. Saex 
successor, Sir William said that it had not. .Sir William continued sayir 
“You probably have heard of the conferenct‘s which were held in I.ondt 
upon this subject l>etween Mr. Canning and the French Kmbatmador son 
time ago.* I said that I had not. "Then you do not know that one of tl 
reasons assigned by Mr. Canning ftir not joining in the Congn*ss was ih: 
your country had not bc^en invited to send a representative to it. (*on 
with me and I will shew you a memorandum of these conferences made 1 
Mr. Canning, & approved by Mr. de PoUgnac"; so saying he carrier! me in 
his Cabinet and there put into my hands several sheets of pajwr, professing 
be the memorandum he spoke of. hVom having l>ecn oldigetl to read 
hastily, and in the presence of Sir William, 1 can only recollect the Icadii 
ideas it contained, without any reference to the wtjrtls or order in which tin 
were expressed. The first conference ttxik place on the yth of Octolx 
The French Embassador came to this amference with instructions from h 
Ciovernment upon the subject to Ikj treated of. Mr. Canning Itegan 1 
expressing the opinion of hia CJovernment, that time and the course of even 
had effectually separated the former Colonies of Spain, from the moth 
amntry, and that all further attempts on the part of Spain to regain empi 
over them by arms would be vain,—^That England had always maintaini 
a strict neutrality between the parties, and that let her determination I 
what it might on the question of recognizing the independence of the ne 
States, she would persevere in this policy, so long as other nations remaint 
neutral. That if however any other Nation took part with Spain the questu 
would be changed.—That the first effect of an attempt of a third party 
replace the former Colonies under the power of Spain by force, or even i 
threats would be an immediate recognition of their indejKsndence by Knglan 
That the anxiety of England for the restoration of peace, l>etween the m 
tending parties, had Iteen abundantly evinced by the repealed offer of h 

‘ MS. Dispatche*from Spain, XXII. Enclosed in Nelnon to Adams, December 18, t&i 
which lee below, pt. xiii, doc. 1136. 

*S<^ above, pt. vm, doc. 799, under date October 9, 1833. 
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mediation to Spain. That in accepting this mediation in 1810, (tho* circum¬ 
stances prevented its having effect) Spain had open'd to England the com¬ 
merce of the Colonies, and thus placed her in a situation in relation to this 
commerce which interdicted her now from placing herself on a level with 
other Nations whom she was invited to meet in Paris for the adjustment of 
Spanish American Affairs. That altho' England was thus prevented from 
taking any part in the proposed C'ongresa, she disclaimed all thought of obtain¬ 
ing advantages for her commerce in Spanish America which might not be made 
extensive to all other Nations. The only Nation whom she thought entitled to 
such advantages was the mother country. That as to the trade she already 
had with Spanish America she could not suffer it to be interrupted, for it 
employed now a British capital which could not be withdrawn from it with¬ 
out immense losses to her people. 

Mr, de Polignac replietl that France so far agreed with England, as to 
think it impossible to reestablish the relations between Spain and her Col¬ 
onies on their ancient f(K)ling. That she thought however that the lamen¬ 
table state of these colonies, in prey to anarchy, deserved the intervention of 
those Powers by whose wisdom and unity of council, Pmrope had l>cen 
restored to order and tranquillity. That the interference of these powers 
would now be equally decisive of the cause of order in America, if England, 
pursuing the ideas avowed at Verona, consented to unite her efforts with 
theirs.-—That he ho(>ed that as Mr. Canning had declared that England did 
not wish fur exclu.Hive commercial advantages in Spanish America, she would 
think proper to desist from the objt*ction to unite in Congress with her Allies, 
founded upon the difference she conceived to exist between her situation and 
theirs in relation to Spanish America. That the determination which Mr. 
Canning had avowed of recognising the indei)endencc of the States formed 
out of Spanish America, upon the interference of any other iK)wer in favour 
of Spain, would appear surprising, when confronted with the former dec¬ 
laration of England, on the same subject, which made her recognition to 
deiKund upon other grounds. That France could not propose any way of 
pacifying Spanish America, while King Ferdinand was not free: that she 
disclaim'd all intention of interfering in favour of Spain by arms. That her 
opinion, however, was, that Spanish America could only be recalled to 
principles of social union by establishing in it Monarchical or Aristocralical 
Centres. 

Mr. Canning rejoined (I think at the next Conference which was held on 
the I2th October) that t'ngland had said nothing at Verona which could be 
construed into an invitation to other Powers to interfere for the pacification 
of Spanish America, and to prove this assertion refer’d to Despatches of the 
Duke of Wellington of that date shewing that the intention of England had 
only been to apprize her allies of the course she might pursue in order to give 
them an opportunity of acting simultaneously with her.—^That however 
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gratifying it might be to England to see Monarchical or Aristocratical Gov¬ 
ernments form'd in Spanish America, she did not think after a close atten¬ 
tion to the course of events in those Countries that their establishment was 
practicable-—That, besides, there was a Nation, which, by its power, by 
its vicinity to the States in question, and by the interest she must be »up* 
poseil to take in their fate, was entitled to be consulted on the present ques¬ 
tion—especially when Nations which were as little interested in its settle¬ 
ment, as Russia, Prussia & Austria were to l>e called to the Congress—and 
that England thought this pretension so just that she would not l>e dispewed 
to attend a Congress on Spanish American Affairs to which the United States 
were not invited. Mr. Canning said also at this conference that he had 
heard thro' the ordinary channels of commerce that some French men of 
war had commenced hostilities upon Colombia, and wish’d Mr. de Polignac 
to say whether the information thus received was founded on facts. 

Mr. Polignac replied to the foregoing observations of Mr. Canning by 
saying that on the subject of inviting the United States to the proposed 
Congress he had no instructions, that however, his own private opinitm, 
without much reflexion, wa.s, that there could be on the part of France no 
objection to inviting them. That as to the acts of hostility said to have 
been committed by French ships on Colombia, he knew nothing, but did not 
think them probable as the principal vessel employed on that Station, the 
Jean Bar, was order'd to return to France. 

After having run over Mr. Canning's memorandum I enquired of Sir 
William whether the French Government had since said any thing upon 
that part of the memorandum which referred to the United States.—He 
said he did not know that she had, that he was, however, expecting a couriar 
which would probably bring him new information on the subject. Sir 
William added that since these conferences the tone of the others (meaning 
Russia, Prussia & Austria), which at first had been very high on American 
Affairs had considerably lowered. 


1126 

Hugh Nelson, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ‘ 

(exthact) 

Madrid, December 18,1823. 

You will doubtless have been apprized by Mr. Rush, of the Conferences 
which have been had between the French Embassador at London and Mr. 

’ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXII. Hugli Nelson, of Virginia: Cotntnissioaed min¬ 
ister plenipotentiary to Spam January 15, 1833; took leave July 10; left Madrid July 14, 
1825. 
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Canning, in regard to holding another Congress for the adjustment of the 
iffairs of Spanish America. My information on this point is received from 
Mr. Appleton to whom Sir William ^ Court shewed a copy of the Notes 
which Mr. Canning had made and shewn to the French Embassador for pre- 
lerving greater accuracy of two different conferences which had taken place 
loetween them. It was admitted by the French Minister that the idea of 
restoring the former relations between those Countries and Spain must be 
fiven up by all. And Mr. Canning it seems in his great anxiety to take care 
3 f the United States has said that on a question so important and so interest¬ 
ing to the United States they ought certainly to be invited to send their 
Ministers to aid in the deliberations. A memorandum will be prepared by 
Mr. Appleton of the substance of this communication from the English 
Minister—which will be enclosed. ‘ 


1127 

Hugh Nelson, Untied States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Stales * 

(extkact) 

Madrid, June i8, 1824. 

There is also included in this Despatch the answer of the Count of Ofalia 
to my note on the subject of the publication in the Barcelona Diario, about 
the 14 Privateers fitted in the Ports of the United Stales to cruise on the 
Spanish commerce, as communicated to them by their Charg6 d'AJTaires 
near the Government of the United States. The Count affirms that he had 
before stated to me in conversation that this was not intended to be made 
public-—but still reiterates the allegation that Privateers are fitted out in 
:)ur Porta, but without the knowledge of our Government, to the very great 
iestruction of the Spanish Trade. This is designed to keep up, what he 
lias also insinuated in conversation, the counter-claim of Spain upon us, 
against the damages demanded on our part for the spoliations committed by 
their Privateers. The appellation of Pirate which he unites with the term 
Privateer, and applies to the vessels alledged to be fitted out in the American 
Ports, is intendexl to counterpoise our strong remonstrances on the subject of 
the Cuba Pirates. 

* Sec above, pt. xiu, doc. 1125, December 7, 1823. 

> MS. Dlipetchea from Spain, XXIV. 
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Hugh Nelson, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adcms, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract! 

Madrid, July 1$, 1824. 

The reconquering the Provinces of South America, the extirpation of 
lilteralism, and the fixing a solid foundation for the construction of despotism 
will doubtless be prominent objects in the deliberations of the Spani^ 
Councils. If the means can be obtained for carrying on the expediticms 
against their ancient possessions on our Continent, the infatuation of tbe 
Rulers here will find no limit to schemes and plans for their subjugatbo. 
Every stratagem to keep alive the penchant of this people for their 
sions and brethren in the New World is resorted to. And the pride and 
bigotry of the Spaniard is roused and inflatetl, by details of successes which 
have crowned their enterprises against the Anarchists and Reltels and by 
imaginary pictures of the oppre.saion and persecution experienced by thdr 
holy religion. The King is said to be immovably fixed on this object (d 
regaining his Territories. Russia is believed to encourage him more cs> 
tensively than France in this design. This may change the ascendant, and 
Russia may now occupy the place in his affections which hVance has hitherto 
engaged. I'rancc held a strong ‘‘lien’’ uptin him thro’ the instrumentality 
of her troops who kept the crown upon hia head. But those withdrawing 
gradually from around his person, and their office lieing supplied by his own 
Spanish troops, he may acquire confidence in his own soldiers and dispense 
with the further attendance of the Armies of France. If strong enough to 
stand alone, the influence of France will decay, and he will naturally fail 
into the hands of those who flatter him with the hope of indulging his pr»* 
pensities to Tyranny and Power, and he will discard those whom he will 
consider as having hitherto obstructetl him in his restoration to the ancient 
grandeur and splendor of his crown, and to the wealth and magnificence erf 
his Ultramarine PoH8C.s.Hion8. 

> MS. Dwpatchea from Spain, XXIV. 
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1129 

cisco Hilario de Rivas y Salmon^ Acting ChargS d*Affaires of Spain at 
shingtony to Daniel Brenty Acting Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Philadelphia, September 2p, 1824, 

Et: I have had the honor of receiving your note,^ in absence of Mr. 
ns, in answer to mine of the i6th of August last, relative to the illegal 
Linents which have been made in this port on account of the separated 
irnments of Spanish America. 

ihall, as soon as possible, transmit its contents to my Government, but 
mot say that it will be so satisfactory as you flatter yourself, as, at the 
time that you were writing that note, three of the twelve gun-boats which 
d were building on account of the Colombian Government were dropping 
1 the river, and two more have sailed since, all despatched in the name of 
r. H. Somers, scarcely known in this place. It is true, as I have been 
•med, the custom-house did not permit them to take on board the arma- 
t which they had prepared close by the very arsenal of the United States; 
this is of little moment, because they can easily send this armament in 
her vessel as ballast. They run no risk in doing this, as they have done 
ifore on many occasions. I do not understand, however, that the cus- 
-house has used more rigor with these Colombian vessels than with those 
latched by Mr. Meade to Mexico, because, if by chance there was any 
rence in the force or armament between these vessels and the former, 

' were stronger than those just sailed; and if the custom-house do not 
ider cannon of very large calibre, and upon pivotsy as an armament, but 
lere signal guns, as it appears the guns which these vessels ought to carry 
be signal guns, as those were which the others carried, and, in this case, 
ill be cruelty to prevent those that sail now from carrying them as well 
le others, mounted on decky that they may be ready in case of need. But 
will be pleased to observe that if said artillery were embarked for the 
purpose of signals, there could be no necessity for each boat carrying 
pieces, nor for their being of so large a calibre as from 24 to 32-pounders, 
:h less for any of them being on pivots, because for making signals it is 
necessary to take aim, which is the only intention of a pivot gun. It is 
le observed that the Fiscal (or Attorney General) of the United States 
this district was unable to obtain the legal proofs which he sought from 
different persons employed by the custom-house, whose information 
as easy to anticipate, because it is to be supposed that if they had con- 
red said armaments as illegal they would not have been wanting to their 
y in permitting them to sail with them. Upon the whole, it appears by 

1 American State Papers, Foreign Relations, V, 405. 

* See above, pt. l, doc. 133, Brent to Rivas y Salmon, September 22, 1824. 
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Francisco Hilario de Rivas y Salmon, Acting CkargS d'Affaires of Spain at 
Washington, to Daniel Brent, Acting Secretary of State of the United States * 

[translation] 

Philadelphia, September zq, 1824. 

Sir: I have had the honor of receiving your note,® in absence of Mr. 
Adams, in answer to mine of the i6th of August last, relative to the illegal 
armaments which have been made in this port on account of the separated 
Governments of Spanish America. 

I shall, as soon as possible, transmit its contents to my Government, but 
I cannot say that it will be so satisfactory as you flatter yourself, as, at the 
very time that you were writing that note, three of the twelve gun-boats which 
I said were building on account of the Colombian Government were dropping 
down the river, and two more have sailed since, all despatched in the name of 
a Mr. H. Somers, scarcely known in this place. It is true, as I have been 
informed, the custom-house did not permit them to take on board the arma¬ 
ment which they had prepared close by the very arsenal of the United States; 
but this is of little moment, because they can easily send this armament in 
another vessel as ballast. They run no risk in doing this, as they have done 
it before on many occasions. I do not understand, however, that the cus¬ 
tom-house has used more rigor with these Colombian vessels than with those 
despatched by Mr. Meade to Mexico, because, if by chance there was any 
difference in the force or armament between these vessels and the former, 
they were stronger than those just sailed; and if the custom-house do not 
consider cannon of very large calibre, and upon pivots, as an armament, but 
as mere signal guns, as it appears the guns which these vessels ought to carry 
will be signal guns, as those were which the others carried, and, in this case, 
it will be cruelty to prevent those that sail now from carrying them as well 
as the others, mounted on deck, that they may be ready in case of need. But 
you will be pleased to observe that if said artillery were embarked for the 
sole purpose of signals, there could be no necessity for each boat carrying 
two pieces, nor for their being of so large a calibre as from 24 to 32-pounder8, 
much less for any of them being on pivots, because for making signals it is 
not necessary to take aim, which is the only intention of a pivot gun. It is 
to be observed that the Fiscal (or Attorney General) of the United States 
for this district was unable to obtain the legal proofs which he sought from 
the different persons employed by the custom-house, whose information 
it was easy to anticipate, because it is to be supposed that if they had con¬ 
sidered said armaments as illegal they would not have been wanting to their 
duty in permitting them to sail with them. Upon the whole, it appears by 

> American State Papers, Foreign RdaUons, V, 405. 

• See aboAre, pt. i, doc. 133, Brent to Rivas y Salmon, September aa, i8a4. 
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Majesty's representative have recourse to the Federal Government, to 
prevent the armaments which the citizens of the United States fit out, to 
commit hastilitiea upon the Spanish commerce under insurgent banners, 
he is told that there are laws which have respect to the treaties, and tribunals 
which put them in force, and that it is necessary to apply to them. When, 
in virtue of this, his Majesty's consuls apply to those tribunals, requesting 
the punishment of such citizens as have applied for and accepted commis¬ 
sions from Governments enemies of his Catholic Majesty, they declare that 
they have no jurisdiction for it. When they request of the custom-houses 
(or other authorities) the detention of vessels built, armed, and manned in 
this country on account of those Governments, or of individuals who at¬ 
tempt hostilities against Spain, they answer that the laws are not sufficiently 
clear, and that they have not sufficient authority. If said vessels carry the 
armament in the hold, it is called ballast. If the artillery is mounted on 
deck, it is to make signals only. The consequence is, that these vessels and 
armaments and citizens of the United States sail publicly, and without any 
risk, and that they continue making innumerable prizes, and cause immense 
losses to the Spanish nation. 

Permit me, sir, to make another important observation, A learned man 
so eminent as Mr. IngersoU, charged with the execution of the laws of the 
United States, ought not to be ignorant of them; and when he says that he 
does not know in the present case another law applicable to it but the act of 
Congress of the 20th of April, 1818, it is to be believed that there is no other. 
But if, in effect, there be no more law than this for preventing the armaments 
which are made here, and punishing the citizens of the United States, who, 
with commissions of foreign States or Governments, make war on his Cath¬ 
olic Majesty, the irresistible consequence is, that the laws of the United 
States contradict one another. Because here we liave one law, which is the 
present act, which prescribes to the courts an arbitrary punishment, to the 
decision of the judges, of only fine and imprisonment to the citizens, for in¬ 
stance, who accept and make use of commissions of any State or Govmtment 
at war with a power at peace with the United States; whilst there is another, 
sanctioned at the same time also by Congress, which are the treaties with 
Spain, which point out a determinate punishment apiinst those delinquents, 
and it is that of death, b^ause they are called pirates. To which of these 
two laws, differing upon the same case, ought the tribunals to have recourse? 
They cannot depart from the letter of the law, nor impose the punishment of 
death, if they hold to the former, which prescribes only fine and imprisonment. 
I will not conceal from you, sir, that if, in the Unitai States, there is no other 
law than the act dted by Mr. IngersoU respecting illegal armaments, I have 
few hopc» that the Federal Government can, with it alone, duly fulfil the 
existing treaties with Spain, although it should r«x>mmend the greatest 
vigilance to the local authorities. BtttBdes, such an act appears to me little 
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serviceable and insufficient for the effect. The officers of the custom-house 
may, in virtue of this act, detain a vessel which they know or suspect to 
carry an illegal armament; but what responsibility have they if they do not? 
I see none. What obligation have they to inquire into these armaments? 
None. They are not ordered to take this trouble. Who will come to in¬ 
form them of what is passing? No citizen of the United States has an in¬ 
terest in doing it; rather the contrary. What then, signifies this act, which 
appears so completely to defeat the intention of the 14th article of the treaty 
of I795» with Spain? Can it be said that Congress, at the passing of said 
act, did not bear the treaties in mind? or will it be said (and may be even 
much worse) that it knew it, but that still it addressed the tribunals in other 
words, the following for example: 

The treaties which we have with Spain call such of our citizens 
pirates as, with foreign commissions, make war upon her; and conse¬ 
quently, they incur thereupon the penalty of death. But we declare by 
this that you ought not to fulfil this part of the treaty. The Govern¬ 
ment of the United States, who concurred with S{5ain in imposing upon 
them a punishment so severe, atrocious, and disproportioned to the 
offence, was wanting to its duty and to the confidence of the nation 
which it governs. The Senate, which approved the treaty at that time, 
was not worthy of us, who, as being more illustrious, establish other 
laws more rational and humane. His Catholic Majesty will be very 
well satisfied with imposing upon these delinquents a fine and imprison¬ 
ment, at your pleasure. To diminish the punishment is not to change 
the treaty. 

The consequences of such a doctrine would be fatal. What would succeed 
if other nations should follow this example? England has just made a con¬ 
vention with the United States, as appears, relative to the abolition of the 
slave trade. If any of the two contracting parties should afterwards alter the 
punishment of those who are declared pirates, would not this be to change 
the essence of their stipulations, and in fact to annul such convention? It 
would be utterly to destroy the treaties which bind nations, if it were per¬ 
mitted to alter them in this manner by the particular legislation of each. 
Thus, then, it is not possible to expect this immoral and Machiavelian lan¬ 
guage from any Government of the civilized world; and it would be doing 
the greatest injury to the respectable and august Congress of the United 
States to believe that it would on any occasion alter intentionally the literal 
sense of the treaties, in the religious fulfilment of which its own honor is 
concerned. Whatever may be the defect which may be observed in the act 
of the 20th of April, (and what human law has not defects?) I am well 
persuaded that the intention was not to alter, as appears at first view, but, on 
the contrary, to enforce the fulfilment of the stipulations of the treaty re¬ 
ferred to with Spain, although experience has proved that that noble object 
has not been realized, as we see by the infractions which still continue”to be 
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committed in spite of it; and that the officers of the United States themselves 
do not hit upon the proper means of fulfilling it, and interpret it in different 
ways to the incalculable loss of Spain. 

I have just received a letter from Charleston, an extract of which I have 
the honor to inclose,^ which will give you some idea how considerable these 
losses and damages must be. You will be pleased to remark that that port 
was one of those which the privateers of which I complain frequented less till 
now; but the evil is spreading and augments in an extraordinary degree 
every day, doubtless because they see how little they have to fear in this 
country the consequences of their shameful intrigues. The privateer named 
the Padilla^ of which it speaks, was last in the same port of Charleston, com¬ 
manded apparently by a Frenchman called Daverac, but the true captain 
was (and when she sailed commanded her) one Bradford^ a native of the 
United States, (as well as, also, were a great part of the crew which she car¬ 
ried,) and, having there surreptitiously augmented their number, returned to 
cruise against the Spaniards. Only since I sent my last note to Mr, Adams^ 
two more Spanish prizes have entered, which I know, into the ports of this 
Union. One is the brig Cazador, of which the inclosed letter speaks, and 
another is the schooner Tereza^ which has gone into Savannah to the care of 
one Bureil, a prize of the same privateer, the Polly Bampion, Such priva¬ 
teers, availing themselves of various pretexts and subterfuges, easily dis¬ 
pose of their robberies here. This is public and notorious, and there is no 
cause to conceal it if they see that it can be done with impunity. And, in 
truth, how can they cease to see this, if even the newspapers of the same 
United States publish and celebrate the part which they take against Spain in 
the war with the revolted Governments of her America, not as if it were some 

^ The enclosed extract, reprinted from American Stale Papers^ Foreign Relations^ V, 407^ 
follows: CHARtESTON, September xp, 1824. 

One vessel had been fitted out of this port to cruise against the property of S^niards; 
she was a sloop called Amelia, Said vessel was captured by the Spanish. 

Several vessels arrived in this port under the insurgent flag have augmented their 
force in arms and men. This may be ascertained by some persons who shipped them; 
one, however, who was very instrumental in this businesi, died a few days ago of the 
yellow fever. 

There have and continue to arrive prizes taken by vessels under the insurgent flags, 
who come in and pretend distress, ana get liberty to sell a sufficient quantity to defray 
expen^, or repairs, &c., under which permission they generally sell the greater part 
of their plunder. This is the general impression. 

Yesterday arrived the Spanish brig Cazador, Williams^ with sugar, leather, corn, &c., 
prize to the Colombian armed schooner Polly Hampton, Captain Natty, captured four 
weeks since off Havana, in distress, leaky, bound to Cumana, Spanish Main, having 
sprung a leak on the 14th instant. This is a very likely story. 

Ought to be taken into consideration Mr. Ortega's application to the district judge 
for process to have the property taken by the PaMUa restored, she having made cap¬ 
tures contrary to the law of nations, which he refused hearing. 

One of the prizes of the CenieUa being run ashore at Key West, with an understanding 
of a certain Captain Appleby, part of the cargo was sent here to Mr. Street & Co., say, 
value about |i5,ooo sugar, cigars, cochineaf, indigo, See.; the remainder was sold by 
the Captain of the schooner at public auction; with which circumstances I believe you 
are acquainted. 
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private and obscure citizen of the United States, but even men of the greatest 
distinction for their talents and ranks in society and officers of the very 
Government, The inclosed newspaper, which came to my hands a little 
after having sent my last note to Mr, Adams^ is an undeniable proof of this. 
By it you will see, sir, that a Consul General of the United States, putting 
himself at the head of a body of insurgents in South America, has been prob¬ 
ably the cause of his Catholic Majesty losing one of his best kingdoms. 

I have been more diffuse in my thoughts, with the view of letting you know 
how little good has been produced by the means hitherto taken by the Fed¬ 
eral Government to prevent the armaments of which I complain, and you 
supposed there was no reason to fear in future, whilst they were still con¬ 
tinuing to carry them on. I will conclude by requesting that you will be 
pleased to inform the President of it, in order that if he sees fit he may 
adopt other means more efficacious and satisfactory to his Catholic Majesty* 
I should be very happy if on this occasion I could assure his Majesty that the 
correct intentions of the President would in future be realized, and that he 
had no reason to fear the sailing of more armaments from the ports of the 
United States against the Spanish trade. 

In the meantime I have much satisfaction in the honor of offering to you 
[etc.]. 


1130 

Hugh Nelson, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States " 

Iextract) 

Madrid, October ly, 1824, 

I have learned since I communicated the intelligence of the naval arma¬ 
ment preparing at Ferol that a camp of soldiers is established in the neigh¬ 
bourhood or [of?] Ferol or Vigo composed of 2500 men which are said to be 
destined to the Havana. They may be intended either for Cuba or for Lima. 
The Fleet is believed to be destined for the latter place. They are sanguine 
in their hopes of success in Peru—^and the accounts published here from time 
to time, which are alledged to be genuine seem to justify these expectations. 
They even talk of invading the Republic of Colombia by the forces which 
are said to have achieved the conquest of Peru. These 2500 men may prob¬ 
ably be intended to reinforce the army of Cantarac. 

* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXIV. 
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Hugh Nelson, United States Minister to Spain, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ' 

[extracts] 

Madrid, November 22, 1824. 

Sir: Mr, Appleton will leave Madrid tomorrow bearing with him the Des¬ 
patch containing the late communications from the Spanish Government- 
I announced to you in my Despatch No. 46. that he would set out soon to 
visit the United States: and I communicated to the Secretary of State of 
H. C. M. this determination with the view of hastening their answers to 
our applications which had been so long, and so repeatedly promised. A 
copy of these despatches will be sent tonight thro’ Liverpool with a view 
of hastening their arrival in the United States, as I presume Congress will 
be anxious to know the state of our Relations with Spain as soon as possible 
after their meeting. I will also send a triplicate thro’ Gibraltar endeavour¬ 
ing to make their reception doubly sure. 

It is obvious that of late this Government has turned a more attentive 
ear to our demands. Their conduct wears the appearance of a more con¬ 
ciliatory character. Their feelings to us, and to our Political Institutions 
have not experienced any change, but their interests on our side of the Atlan¬ 
tic, and our ability to operate most effectually against them, should we as¬ 
sume a hostile attitude weigh’d with considerable force upon their councils. 
The circumstance of equipping a fleet in which a twenty-four gun ship is 
included, which has been repeatedly announced in the Gazettes of the United 
States, without doubt is felt here, and the measure of reprisals, as indicated 
in the report of the committee of Foreign Relations in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, which I have endeavour’d in all ways to hold up to their view can¬ 
not have failed to make a deep impression on them. The King of Spain still 
flatters himself with the hope of reconquering his South American Colonies— 
or a portion of them. All the reports which they receive from their agents 
there as well as the accounts brought by individuals coming thence to this 
country are calculated to deceive—and he flatters himself that his faithful 
subjects in that region are only restrained from the strongest manifestations 
of loyalty by a desperate band of infuriated insurgents. He will not listen 
to a suggestion of surrendering any portion of that country. He believes 
the people of every part of it actuated by the same spirit of loyalty, and that 
a successful expedition against one of the States will be followed by a sur¬ 
render of the whole. As yet no loan is effected. It is known to you that 
the Asia and Achilles a 74 and a Brig are in the South Pacific, I now send 
you a list of the new expedition fitting out at Ferrol and Coruna. Ships 
at Ferrol: Casilda of 40 Guns; Arelhusa 30; Diamante 26. Transports: Sul~ 
‘ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXIV. 
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tana; Concepcion; Socorro; and one at Coruna Los cinco Amigos. Two Frig- 
ates are on the stocks at Ferrol which will be ready to launch in the next 
month. The Casilda and Arethusa brought stores from Cadiat for them; 
but they have no cables. The force to be embarked is as follows "The 
Union ” at Coruna consists of from 4 to 500 men, which is to be augmented 
by conscripts to looo; another Regiment "The Espana" at Ferrol which 
is to be made up 1000 strong, but at present is weaker than the former. The 
embarkation is to take place immediately. I have received this information 
from a source which I think is worthy of reliance. It is from one of the 
Diplomatic Corps, whose means of obtaining intelligence are good. . . . 

The eyes of the European Nations are turned towards the U. S. peculiarly 
in reference to the Affairs between Spain and her ancient Colonies. The 
President’s Message at the opening of the late session—the fitting out more 
ships including one of the line, attract their close attention. Their effects 
in Spain are manifested in their late extraordinary regard so continually 
professed for the United States. It will be the part of sound policy to view 
the whole course of this Government as founded in treachery. Their arma¬ 
ments just on the point of departure for South America present vulnerable 
points in addition to their scattering commerce on the Ocean. They may 
be apprehensive that an open avowal of their real feelings and intentions 
might provoke a blow which at this time would prove fatal to their hop^ 
about their Colonies. 

The new Minister to the U. S. Mr. Heredia called today on Mr. Appleton 
and conversed with him in reference to his mission and the time of his de¬ 
parture. He will leave Madrid ere long for France where he will remain 
during the winter and thinks he will not sail until about the first of April. 
This delay is ominous and but little comports with the promise of his speedy 
departure given in the Secretary’s Note. Mr. Heredia alledges as the apol¬ 
ogy of this delay the unpleasantness and inconvenience to his family of a 
winter passage. From this it is obvious he will not visit the United States 
until after the adjournment of Congress. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1132 

Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ’ 

[extracts] 

Paris, August 12, 182$. 

Sir; I have the honour to inform you that the arrangements, which I have 
been making here for my residence in Spain, are nearly completed; and that 
^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 
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I shall leave this place on my way to Madrid on Monday the isth. I expect 
to arrive there about the tst of September. I should willingly have staid 
to see Mr. Brown, who will probably return about the 20th, but I did not 
think it consistent with the intentions of the President or the objects of my 
mission, to make a longer delay than was absolutely necessary. It is a mat¬ 
ter of regret with me that Mr. Brown's absence has put it out of my power 
to obtain a copy of the instruction to Mr. Middleton^ on the subject of the 
intervention of the Allied Powers in the affairs of Spain and South America. 
I have applied to Mr. King upon the subject: and if I should not obtain a 
communication of this document from him I shall take the liberty of request¬ 
ing it directly from the Department. . . . 

Mr. Zea’s party still maintains the ascendancy in the Spanish Ministry: 
but the struggle seems to be very active, and there is some reason to ap¬ 
prehend a violent and dangerous crisis. The Minister is however supported 
by the French Government: and must therefore in the end prevail; suppos¬ 
ing what is perhaps not certain—that France herself is prepared to act on 
this subject with consistency and decision. Should the moderate party 
hold its ground, and acquire a permanent and solid footing in the Cabinet, 
one of the consequences would probably be a pretty early recognition by 
Spain of the independence of the Colonies. The French Government have 
made up their minds on this subject, and are preparing the way for their 
own recognition, not only by the informal missions which they have been 
sending for two or three years past to different parts of America, but more 
recently by the admission of Colombian vessels into their ports, and by their 
proceedings in regard to Haiti, which are intended to have an ultimate bear¬ 
ing upon the other and far more important subject. As they are anxious, 
if possible, not to take any formal step in anticipation of Spain, they will 
use all their influence with the King in favour of a speedy acknowledgment. 
Meantime the South American privateers, having now the asylum of the 
port of Gibraltar, are swarming round the coasts of the mother country 
and carrying the war home to her very doors. Add to this the late surrender 
of the two ships of war to the Mexicans; and it seems hardly conceivable 
that the Government, if it is not struck with judicial blindness or absolute 
insanity, can hold out much longer. I shall of course lend my feeble aid, 
after my arrival at Madrid, in endeavouring to bring about a result so ad¬ 
vantageous to the United States and to all other nations not excepting Spain. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the Moniteur of today, which 
contains the King's ordonance, alluded to above, recognising the independ¬ 
ence of Haiti. A telegraphic despatch was published in the papers of yes¬ 
terday, informing that this ordonance had been “accepted by the inhab¬ 
itants of Sl Domingo with respect and gratitude." The details are not yet 
known. The substance of the act would of course be very agreeable to the 
^See above, pt, i, doc, 141, Clay to Middleton, May lo, 1825. 
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people of Haiti, although the form of it is not very gracious, nor the principal 
condition very honourable to the magnanimity of the French Govt. 
It is one of the singularities of the present system of administration in this 
Kindgom, that a measure of this importance and character, involving in 
form a considerable alienation of territory, should have been concluded on 
and carried into effect without consultation with the two houses. 
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Alexander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Madrid, September 8, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honour to inform you that I left Paris on the isth ult. 
agreeably to the intention expressed in my last despatch, and arrived herein 
the afternoon of the 28th. The journey was more pleasant and less fatiguing 
than I had expected. The travelling accommodations in this country, at 
least in the parts of it through which I passed, are much better than they 
are commonly represented to be. The roads are excellent, the post perfectly 
well served, and the inns very little inferior to those of France. Robberies 
occur from time to time; and it happened that the diligence was attacked 
between Bayonne and Vittoria a day or two only before I left the former 
place. I had however determined to proceed without escort and met with 
no molestation whatever, I found guards posted in the mountains at Ber- 
gara and Loyosuela, which are considered the two most dangerous points. 

I received before I left Paris, an answer from Mr. Zea Bermudez to the 
letter which I had addressed to him requesting an order for an escort, if I 
should find one to be necessary, and a permit for the entry of my effects. 
I wrote to him from Bayonne informing him of my arrival there and again 
from Madrid the morning after I reached that city. The next day I received 
his answer enclosing a passport for St. Ildefonso, where the Court is now 
residing, and inviting me to come on whenever I should find it agree¬ 
able. . . . 

I FOUND MR. ZEA A PERSON OF PREPOSSESSING MANNERS AND APPARENTLY 
CAPABLE AND WELL INFORMED. HE WEARS AN EXTERIOR OF MUCH FRANK¬ 
NESS BUT I AM INCLINED TO DOUBT WHETHER THIS QUALITY FORMS THE BASIS 
OF HIS CHARACTER. IT WOULD, HOWEVER, BE PREMATURE TO MAKE UP A 
DEFINITE OPINION OF HIM AFTER ONLY TWO OR THREE INTERVIEWS. THE 

1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. The portions of this document printed in small 
capital letters were received in cipher. 



result of the late affair of bessiers must, it would seem, very much 

STRENGTHEN HIS INFLUENCE IN THE CABINET, AND YET THE CURRENT REPORT 
OF THE DAY IN THE DIPLOMATIC CIRCLE IS THAT HE HAS LOST GROUND EVER 
SINCE THE DEFEAT OF THE CONSPIRACY, AND THAT COLOMARDE THE RIVAL 
minister is gaining THE ASCENDANT. THIS RUMOUR, I AM PERSUADED, 
IS WHOLLY GRATUITOUS. 

I conversed very freely with Mr. Zea upon most of the interesting points 
in the relation between Spain and the United States. He was full of ck- 
pressions of good will and conciliation; and appeared well pleased to find 
that I was possessed of powers to settle the questions in dispute. . . , 
I RESERVE FOR A FUTURE OPPORTUNITY A MORE FULL ACCOUNT OF THE CON¬ 
VERSATION I HAD WITH THE MINISTER UPON SEVERAL TOPICS OF GENERAL 
IKTEREST PARTICULARLY THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE SOUTH AMERICAN 
STATES. THE IMPRESSION WHICH I RECEIVED FROM HIS REMARKS UPON THIS 
SUBJECT WAS THAT HE DID NOT THINK IT SAFE (iN HIS OWN INTEREST) TO 
SUGGEST SUCH A MEASURE TO THE KING OR EVEN TO ALLOW IT TO BE SUPPOSED 
THAT HE HAD THE MOST DISTANT INCLINATION TO DO SO. SHOULD THE RIVAL 
PARTY PREVAIL THE PROBABILITY OF ITS ADOPTION IS OF COURSE STILL 
SMALLER. 
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^ lexander H, Everett^ United States Minister to Spain ^ to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States * 

[extract] 

Madrid, September 25, 1S25. 

The Minister came to town yesterday, and I had an opportunity of con¬ 
versing with him for a short time at his office. I touched again upon the 
affair of the Consul at the Havana for the purpose of suggesting to him more 
particularly than I had done before that we had a strict right by the treaty 
t:o claim this concession. He did not appear to know exactly how to meet 
this argument, but answered in the first instance, in rather a vague way, 
■that circumstances had changed very much since the conclusion of the treaty, 
that the admission of Consuls in the Colonial ports was not then contem¬ 
plated, and that we had not recognized then, the independence of the New 
States. 

He said that if matters could be restored precisely to the situation in which 
they stood in 1795, had no doubt that the article would be liberally bind¬ 
ing. I asked him whether he considered our recognition of the independence 
of the New States as having annulled the treaty. He replied at once, and 
1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 
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without hesitation that he did not, thereby yielding perhaps the only plau¬ 
sible ground he could have taken in support of his point. I then told him 
that if he allowed the treaty to be still in force, this article was unquestioned 
[sic] as completely binding as any other and gave us an undoubted right 
to claim the admission of our Consuls at every port where any other Consul 
was admitted whether in the Colonies or elsewhere. He found no answer 
to this remark, and said that he must examine the subject. I shall send 
him in a few days a note upon it, which is nearly ready and of which I shall 
probably transmit a copy with my next dispatches. 

[The following, which was enclosed in this dispatch, appears to be a detailed 
report of the conference of the preceding day;] 

Notes of a Conversation of Mr. Everett with Mr. Zka 

[extractsI 

Our relations with the Island of Cuba, having l>een particularly 
alluded to by the Minister, I thought it a proper occasion tcj express to 
him my regret that the King had not acceded to the proposition made 
by Mr. Nelson for the formal recognition of our commercial agents 
at that Island and at Porto Rico, in the character of Consuls. He 
repeated to me in answer the same remarks in substance as are con¬ 
tained in his last note addressed to Mr. Nelson. He said that altho' 
Spain was willing as far as possible to overlook and keep out of sight, 
in all her relations with us, the unpleasant circumstances of our recogni¬ 
tion of the independence of the Colonies, yet that she did not think it 
politic to admit into any of the American possessions an authorized 
public agent of a power which openly avowed the policy of encouraging 
the separation of these possessions from the mother country; that our 
Ministers and Consuls on the Continent were constantly holding a 
language favourable to the insurgents; that our consuls in the Islands 
would no doubt do the same, and that if they were formally recognized, 
there would be no means of preventing them; but that at present the 
authorities would have the right, if the consuls conducted themselves 
imprudently to proceed against them in the usual forms of law. He 
added that the admission of French Consuls was a favour granted to a 
power which had rendered them essential services, and that it could 
not be surprising to us, if they were disposed to do something more for 
a nation thus situated, than for one that stood only on the common 
footing of other friendly nations; that the refusal was not a measure 
directed invidiously against us in particular, but that it was extended 
in like manner to all other powers except France, and in particular to 
England. I told him that we had no intention to ask favours of His 
Majesty’s or any other Government, and that we did not consider the 
free admission of our Consuls at all in that light; that we viewed it as a 
thing equally advantageous to both parties, since any measure tending 
to place our Commerce with these islands on a better footing, was at 
least of equal, not to say much greater importance to them, than to us, 
inasmuch as this commerce formed only a fifteenth or twentieth part of 
our whole trade, while it amounted to nearly three fourths of theirs; 
that we stood on this account in a different situation from any other 
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power, not excepting England, whose trade with the islands, was much 
less considerable than ours. I added that we nevertheless did not 
consider the matter as being of any very great consequence, and 
were not disposed to magnify it into more importance than it really 
possessed. 

He then said, as he had done in his note to Mr. Nelson, that the 
King would perhaps be disposed to concede this point, if the United 
States would furnish any pledges or guarantees by way of security, 
respecting their future relations with the islands. I replied that I did 
not distinctly understand the nature of the pledges he appeared to 
contemplate; that the American Government had given to the world 
the example of a uniform observation of the rules of justice, good faith 
and humanity in all their past policy, which were perhaps the best 
assurances that could be had of the correctness of their future proceed¬ 
ings; and that I should be glad to learn what sort of pledges the King 
desired. He said that perhaps we might be willing to guarantee to 
them by treaty the possession of the islands. I replied that engage¬ 
ments of this kind were inconsistent with the standing rules of our 
foreign policy which was no other, according to the just and forcible 
expression of one of our Presidents, than: "peace and friendship with all 
nations, entangling alliances with none”; that independently of this 
objection, the value of the object was inadequate to the price demanded 
for it; that such a guarantee might place us at any moment under the 
necessity of going to war, and that the people of the United States 
would not consent to fight upon the question whether their representa¬ 
tive at the Havanna should be called a commercial agent or a Consul. 

He then said that perhaps a law like the one he had suggested before, 
requiring bonds to be given by all shipowners that their ships were not 
intended to act against friendly powers, would be looked upon as a 
sufficient consideration. In answer to this I repeated in part the 
objections which I had stated before to this proposition and told him 
that I should probably send him a written answer to the last note 
which he had addressed to Mr. Nelson on this subject. 

In the course of this conversation upon matters touching so nearly 
the independence of the colonies, there were of course frequent opportu¬ 
nities of alluding to that question, and the Minister seemed to feel no 
delicacy or reserve in expressing his sentiments upon it. He remarked 
repeatedly that the King would never abandon his claim to these his 
ancient & rightful possessions; that the cause was a good one and that 
however unfavourable their prospect might appear at present, they had 
a right to suppose that they should in the end succeed; that we had 
seen of late, revolutions in political affairs at least as violent as this 
would be, for example the overthrow of Bonaparte, and the restoration 
of Louis the i8th. to the throne of his ancestors; that the party in the 
Colonies in favour of independence, though dominant and apparently 
unresisted, was not in reality so strong as was generally supposed; that 
it consisted of a busy and active, but in reality feeble minority; that the 
mass of the good citizens, constituting a great majority of the popula¬ 
tion, were in favour of the King, and were only waiting for some suitable 
occasion to come out in their strength and put down the insurgents, and 
finally that the cause being a just one, they had a right to suppose that 
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they should be assisted sooner or later by an interference of Providence. 
[Here follow six lines in cipher, without decodification.) 

I said to him however, that I regretted to hear from him so deciaive 
a declaration of the King’s resolution not to acknowledge the new states; 
that my Government had hoped that the battle of Ayarucho, and the 
recognition of England would have been considered by H. M. lui settling 
the question, and that he would have been induced to put an entl to the 
violent state of things now existing, which was more or Iws injurious 
to all Christian nations, that enlightened men of all classes, {jarties, 
and opinions, in most of the civilized countries of Kuro{>e, and in the 
United States, were now satisfied that Spain could never reaiver her 
authority over the colonies. As a single instanat I mentionetl to him 
the opinion of the Bishop of Hermopolis, Minister of church affairs in 
France, and well known throughout Euroix? as one of the ablest and 
most decided adherents of the anti'lilieral whom I had seen at 
Paris on my way and who had told me expressly that they regartlesl 
the affair of South America as settled. To this he made answer that 
the Bishop had also in the time of Bonaparte desfxuretl of the 
bility of the King’s restoration, and that he might be sis much in the 
wrong now as he was then. I remarkeil that there were evident symp- 
toms in the proceedings of the French Government of an intention to 
recognize the new States at no very distant peritxl. -He sstitj that France 
had hitherto stood by them faithfully in all their troubles; that he could 
not say how long she would be true to them, but sbouhi she even dessert 
them, the King would still adhere firmly to his principles; that the 
standing and invariable rule of conduct olm-rvetl by H. M. mam all 
occasions, was that of strict justice; that he made no comx»sion» to 
expediency, acknowledged no distinction liclween tKilitics ami mural#, 
and was prepared to sacrifice every thing rather than Hurremler what 
he knew to be his right. He then recurred to his favourite example of 
Louis i8th, said that they were by no means retlucwl to w low a pdnt 
as he had been; that he too had often lieen solidietl to atiandon hi# 
claims to the French throne, but that by firmly rejecting all such proposi¬ 
tions and tenaciously adhering to his purpose he had finally succseeded 
in recovering every thin^. It struck me that the example of Bonaparte, 
who had lost all by obstinately refusing to make a timely *urrender of a 
part, would have been rather more to the point; but I iBd not think it 
worth while to press this subject at present. I told him that I was not 
called upon to advise His Majesty's Ministers upon this or any other 
question, and that what I had said had been thrown out indtientally 
in reply to his remarks. 
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ikxnnd^f //. Rmtrelit UnUedSiai^s Minisl^r l& Spain, ia Franctsca ds Zm 
Birmuden, Fmi Se^reiary of SiaU of Spain * 

tEKT«ACTi} 

Mhimw, (ki&ber w, tS^S* 

SiK:The Frwclent, having lm*n informtHl that M. M* had thought proper 
to admit a French (^onsiul at the {H>rt of the Havana, prei^umc^d that the 
lame meaiiure would Iw adopted ap a mutter of cour^ in reference to the 
Unitetl Stiitrii. . . , 

The demand for the iidrni^mon of the ('tinml of the Ihiited Stiitem at the 
flavana, Innng now fmmdeti in Birin right, it h j'H*rhafm EUj:>erfliiou 8 to urge 
n iupiKirt of it the varhiUfi e<atBiclenuionsi of eximliency am! mutual ad 
vantage* by which it Htrengthenri:!: nor ib it abBoliarly nm^^wtry to attempt 
Lo remove tilijrrtion?i which may hitve had weight with IL M‘«. (iovt* only 
'Mxm^ they were under the imprt^Bion that they w*ere t|uite at m>erly to 
pursue any rouria* in regard tfhw c|ye?itic»n which might afijH^ar exjjedient. 
Nev€Tthelefii 4 itn the diffiruliy BiiggeBir^tl by Y. K. rrlaien to a matter ii|Km 
j^hich the C#ovi. of the Ihiiied SialCB are arixioiiH that iheir view^ and prt>« 
miilingi »houUi Ire iwrfectly unilerBi«i«M| by H. M* I bIuiU avail myieif of 
ihii apfKirtunity to atld i 4 ome farther cxphiruitionB reiitHx*iing it, which with 
:hcj#e already given by Mr, KrlMUj, will prove* I irtiBi romplelrly «iii»factory, 
( nhall iifterwardB nubjoin a few remark^!, letuling la hIiow the fH^ndtar pro- 
;>riety of iidmilfirtg the C'on^sul of the riiiu*<! Slater at the Ha%'’ana, inde- 
:>enderit!y id the Birin obligaiicm to do if, rc*Bul{ing fomt the letter cd the 
treaty. 

The reawm given by Y. H, for ihe deleriiiinaiion of H. M. !«* defter the 
:oniideriitton of thin mihJiTt, t% the uneitmineBB winch you siiy in felt by the 
nhiibitaniB td Culm in regard to the irnenticing am! pr^rmling^ cd the Ckivt* 
:d the UnitiHi Hiatei. A« no oiher motive h iillutiixi to, it niym presumei! 
:hat thin k the only erne. On ihii head the fulltmt at^yranceii of the pacific 
ind friendly dip^KiBiticm cd the lb S, htUT idready lieen given Inith verbally 
ind in writing by my predm"«or* It was <d>scTvecl by Mr. Nelson in his 
Kile of June 23d lo which Y. IVb note cd July 12 wm an answer that he wai 
lUlhorined to ‘^disclaim on the imrt td his Ckivt. all prnjet^ls rd aggrandise* 
Kent in that quarter, and all connivance at or muntenance of internal dts- 
lenskm or of aepedition or equipment having in view either the disturbance 
d the external repo« cd the island («d i’ulm) or the dismernl>rrmeni cd the 
'Jpaniih empire.*' Such is the language cd his note, and Y. K. slaien in your 
*eply that H. M. m highly gratified with this a»yranre. It is not easy there* 
'ore to why the Spanish C.k*vt. should entertain any farther apprehen- 
ftons on the subject, or what pledges of neutrality could tie ex{KH!ted or given 
* MS, Dtifmtchfs frnm Spals, XXV, 
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more wjltJtno than the wonl of a nation which has never l>een false to its en¬ 
gagements. If however a renewal of this assurance will afford any additional 
»;ui>ifai tion to H. M’s. Ckivt., I have the honor to inform Y. E. that I am 
alwf authoriml t<» disclaim in a formal manner in the name of the Govt, 
of the If. S, any hostile distKmition or intention in regard to these islands. 
The ll. S. are satisfietl with their presttnt condition, in the hands of Spain, 
anti with their tmrts ojien to our trade. They have no wish to see this con¬ 
dition changtnl and have uniformly declined giving countenance to any proj¬ 
ect tending that way. Such is the jxtltcy of my (Jovt. in regard to Cuba 
and I’orto Ricti, and it will amtinue the same as long as the situation of tliiese 
Udandii remains unaltered. 

After mentioning that the King had receiveti with pleasure the aHsurance 
to the same effect which was given by Mr. Nelson, Y. K. adds that H. M, 
is also persuaded that the U. S. in the olwervance of a strict neutrality will 
adopt all Huitabie tneasures to prevent the fitting out from their ports of 
armaments intendetl to act against the commerce of Spain in the neighbor¬ 
ing waters, to attack the islands Iwlonging to H. M. and to aid in bringing 
about the di»meml>crment of the S{xmi»h Empire. Measure of this kind, 
you S4iy are the more iiecemiry, inasmuch as the Govt, of the U. S. cannot 
Ite ignorant, that in many instances, shifw of war and privateers have been 
ami still are built, armetl, and futetl out in their j>ort» at the esjiense ami 
under the authority and flag of the {lovernments of Mexico, Cohimhia and 
Buenos Ayres, for the purjx»»e of Imng einployerl in the war, which these 
state* are carrying on against H. C, M. • Y. K. will learn I think with satis- 
lacticHt, that the information which has been amveyerl to you upon this 
subjec't, is a oimplete misreprit»entati«in rtf the real slate of facts. 'Ote 
(kivt. of the II, S. have no knowledge of the existence of a single case in which 
a ship td any «xe has l>cen armed and filled out from a port within their 
juristliction for the purptwe of making war against H. C. M. And as such 
an armament ctiuld not well have taken place without their knowledge, I feel 
no hesitation in giving you the mt»t positive assurance* that nothing of 
the kind has ever occurretl. The intelligence which has Iwen transmittid 
to Y. K. is pruljably an erroneous statement t>f the (act that the Agent* of 
the Govt, alludexl to, have occasionally purchased within the jurisdiciam 
of the I'. S. Shi[>» ami f>erhaps other articles, which from their nature may 
lie emptoywl for bcwtilc purposes. 

Y. K. is of course well aware that a traffic of this kind is perfectly free l»y 
the law and usage of nations, and that the neutral character impose# tm 
rwtriction ufxm it. *Tf a nation" says Vattel (Lib. A, Cap.p, |tio) "trade* 
in arms, timf«?r for shipbijihiing, vesw-ls and warlike stores, I cannot take 
it araiw that she »cll# such things to my enemy, provided that she docs no« 
refuse to sell them to me also at a reasonable rate."—I need not add that 
the |)orw of our teiritori^ are as free for this purpose to the agents of H. C. 
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M. as to those of the new Amn. Govt.—This lawful commerce, at which 
H. M. can certainly take no exception, forms, I am persuaded, the only real 
foundation for the reports that have been made to Y. E. of equipments and 
armaments, within our jurisdiction. It is barely possible nevertheless that 
cases of this kind may have occurred without coming to the knowledge of 
the Govt. If Y. E. possesses any information to that effect, you would 
oblige me very much by communicating it to me immediately, and you may 
be assured that the most prompt and decisive steps will be taken to bring 
the offending parties to justice, and to maintain the neutrality of the ter¬ 
ritory of the United States. 

I cannot but flatter myself, that the full explanation, which I have now 
given upon this subject, in addition to the assurances already furnished by 
my predecessors, will completely satisfy H. M.’s Govt, that the U. S. have 
no hostile intentions or feelings whatever in regard to the islands of Cuba 
and Porto Rico, and will thus remove the only objection suggested by Y. E. 
to the admission of our Consul at the port of the Havana. . . . 

I pray Y. E. to submit these remarks to the consideration of H. M. and 
have the honor (etc.). 
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Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ‘ 

(bxtractI 

Madrid, October i6, 1825. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a note which I have 
lately addressed to the Minister upon the subject of the admission of our 
Consul at the Havana. I have directed his attention particularly to the 
strict right we now possess by treaty to demand this admission; and I also 
thought it expedient to dwell at some length upon the considerations of 
policy and mutual advantage which combine to make it proper. Our polit¬ 
ical relations with the island of Cuba have perhaps in reality little or noth¬ 
ing to do with this question, but as they were connected with it by the 
Minister in his conversations and correspondence with Mr. Nelson, I felt 
myself in some measure obliged to give upon this occasion such further ex¬ 
planations respecting them as my instructions authorized. The purchase of 
Ships in our ports by the Agents of the South American States is the real 
point of difficulty. On that subject I had no particular instructions from 
you. I have assumed in treating it, such principles as I think correct; and I 
hope that they will be approved by the President. 

• MS. DUpatches from Spain, XXV. 
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Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ’ 

[extract] 

Madrid, October 20, x82S. 

Sir: It was reported here very confidently a few days ago that the new 
consultative Junta or Council of Govt, was occupied in preparing the way 
for an arrangement with the South American States. Upon tracing this 
rumor to its origin, I found that it arose from the fact that the C’oimcil had 
deputed some of its members to confer with two Spanish officers, who lately 
arrived from South America by way of the Havana and New York, and are 
the same that were sent out by the Constitutional Govt, to Buenos Ayres as 
Commissioners. They landed at Bordeaux from New York and came on 
immediately to this place; remained here about three weeks, during which 
time they had occasional conferences with members of the Council, and after¬ 
wards proceeded to Cadiz. These facts being known, and it being also un¬ 
derstood that the Council had been requested by the Minister to give their 
opinion upon the measures proper to be taken in regard to the colonies, it 
was natural enough to draw the conclusion that the conferences in question 
had some connexion with this subject, and that the persons with whom they 
were held, might perhaps have gone to Cadiz on their way to America as 
private agents of the Govt. Another and a more probable construction of 
the fact would be, that the Council had no other object in conferring with 
these gentlemen, than to obtain information respecting the state of the 
colonies. 

About the time when this report was in circulation I went to the Kscurial 
in order to be present at the celebration of the King's birthday, and when 
there, had of course frequent opportunities of seeing the Minister. In one 
of the conversations which I had with him I enquiretl of him what foundation 
there was for this rumour and whether there was any change of policy con¬ 
templated in regard to the American States: To this question he replied 
most decidedly in the negative, and entered anew and very readily at great 
length into an exposition of the intentions of the CJovt., repeating in sub¬ 
stance the same remarks which he had made to me at San Ildefonso. He 
declared that the King would never abandon his rights; that it was a matter 
of conscience with him to transmit his hereditary possessions to his suc¬ 
cessor; that the royalist cause was not so desperate as we supposed; that 
there were even now symptoms of a return of these provinces to their an¬ 
cient loyalty; and that such an event would not be at all strange, considering 
what violent and sudden revolutions have been constantly occurring during 

* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. Printed in American StaU Papers, Foreign Rda- 
Hons, V, 795. 





2066 PART Xin: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 

1137 

Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ‘ 

[extract] 

Madrid, October 20,182$. 

Sir: It was reported here very confidently a few days ago that the new 
consultative Junta or Council of Govt, was occupied in preparing the way 
for an arrangement with the South American States. Upon tracing this 
rumor to its origin. I found that it arose from the fact that the Council had 
deputed some of its members to confer with two Spanish officers, who lately 
arrived from South America by way of the Havana and New York, and are 
the same that were sent out by the Constitutional Govt, to Buenos Ayres as 
Commissioners. They landed at Bordeaux from New York and came on 
immediately to this place; remained here about three weeks, during which 
time they had occasional conferences with members of the (Council, and after¬ 
wards proceeded to Cadiz. These facts being known, and it being also un¬ 
derstood that the Council had been requested by the Minister to give their 
opinion upon the measures proper to be taken in regard to the colonics, it 
was natural enough to draw the conclusion that the conferences in question 
had some connexion with this subject, and that the persons with whom they 
were held, might perhaps have gone to Cadiz on their way to America as 
private agents of the Govt. Another and a more probable construction of 
the fact would be, that the Council had no other object in conferring with 
these gentlemen, than to obtain information respecting the state of the 
colonies. 

About the time when this report was in circulation I went to the Kscurial 
in order to be present at the celebration of the King's birthday, and when 
there, had of course frequent opportunities of seeing the Minister. In one 
of the conversations which I had with him I enquired of him what foundation 
there was for this rumour and whether there was any change of policy con¬ 
templated in regard to the American States: To this question he replied 
most decidedly in the negative, and entered anew and very readily at great 
length into an exposition of the intentions of the Govt., repeating in sub¬ 
stance the same remarks which he had made to me at San Ildefonso. He 
declared that the King would never abandon his rights; that it was a matter 
of conscience with him to transmit his hereditary possessions to his suc¬ 
cessor; that the royalist cause was not so desperate as we supposed; that 
there were even now symptoms of a return of these provinces to their an¬ 
cient loyalty; and that such an event would not be at all strange, considering 
what violent and sudden revolutions have been constantly occurring during 

‘MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. Printed in American State Papers, Pertitn Rda- 
tions, V, 795. 
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to him before upon the subject as a merely personal communication. He 
replied that these proceedings of the Govt, of the U. S. placed him under the 
necessity of declaring in the most positive manner the King’s unalterable 
resolution never to abandon his rights and to reject all offers of mediation or 
of amicable intervention which should contemplate an acknowledgement of 
the independence of the new States. He said that they were and always 
had been ready and willing to accept any proposal for mediation, or to treat 
directly with the colonies, upon the basis of their previous submission to the 
King’s sovereign power, but that they would never consent to negotiate in 
any way upon any other terms; that the King being once satisfied on this 
head, would doubtless be disposed to grant his subjects in America every 
favour and indulgence which they could possibly wish, but that they must 
begin by proving their loyalty and their confidence in H. M's. justice and 
good intentions. He wondered that among the offers of mediation that 
had been made from time to time, especially by England, none had ever been 
proposed upon this basis. I told him that the reason probably was that the 
British Govt, as well as that of the U. S., considered the indeiiendcnce of 
the new States as now firmly established and were well aware that they would 
never treat upon any other terms than an acknowledgement of it by Spain; 
I added however that I should be well pleased to know if he were disposed 
to inform me, what concessions the King would be willing to grant to the 
Americans in the event of their return to their allegiance, as for example 
whether he would allow them to make their own laws in legislative assem¬ 
blies of their own choice. My object in asking this question was of course 
merely to obtain a more complete view of the intentions and dispositions of 
the Govt, upon the whole subject. He replied that as to legislative assem¬ 
blies he was far from being satisfied that they would suit the condition of 
the colonies, and that in general he thought the only safe course for the 
Americans would be to trust entirely and implicitly to the King's known good 
character. I should have thought from this answer, that my question did 
not make a very favorable impression upon him. At the close however of 
the conversation he recurred to it in such a way as inducetl me to think that 
he would have been glad to consider it as an indirect overture from some of 
the colonies. He said after I arose to go, that the conversation had turned 
upon a number of delicate and interesting topics, that on such occasions it 
was not always possible to distinguish between remarks that were merely of 
a private and personal description and such as were official, and that in 
order to avoid mistakes upon that point, he should be glad if I would state 
in writing what my instructions required me to communicate to him as the 
opinions and intentions of the Govt, and especially any propositions that I 
might be authorized to make in the nature of an overture from the colonies 
founded on the basis of submission. I told him that I had no authority 
from any quarter to make propositions of that description, but that I would 
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with pleasure, if he wished it, give him an official statement of what I had 
said to him by order of my Govt, in favour of the acknowledgement of the 
independence of the new states.—He replied that he was ready to receive 
any note that I might send him, but that on that head, the King’s mind was 
completely made up beyond the possibility of change. Notwithstanding 
this, I have thought of preparing and transmitting to the Minister a pretty 
detailed communication upon this subject.—Such a paper if it does not pro¬ 
duce much immediate effect upon the Spanish Cabinet, may perhaps in one 
way or another have a favorable bearing on the general question. 

Previously to this interview with Mr. Zea, I had availed myself of such 
occasions as offered to converse upon the same subject with the British and 
Russian Ministers. The former is Mr. Frederick Lamb, brother of Lord 
Melbourne, a gentleman of about forty five years of age, regularly trained to 
the diplomatic line and apparently well fitted for it by his talents and in¬ 
formation. The latter is Mr. D’Oubril who has also passed his life in the 
employment of a foreign Minister and has now reached the age of about 
sixty. He seems to enjoy the confidence of his Govt, and last year took the 
place of Count Nesselrode as Minister of foreign affairs during an absence 
of the latter from St. Petersburg which lasted several months. Both these 
gentlemen have shewn since my arrival here every disposition to be on, 
friendly terms with me and have plainly manifested by their attentions,, 
the high esteem in which they hold the American nation and character. 
Mr. D’Oubril in particular has been more civil than any other of the diplo¬ 
matic body with whom I was not previously acquainted. 

Mr. Lamb’s sentiments in regard to the South American question are of 
course precisely the same with ours. I was desirous to ascertain whether 
the British Govt, had lately made any attempts to urge Spain to a recogni¬ 
tion of the new States and questioned Mr. Lamb upon this point. He said 
that he had had one or two conversations with Mr. Zea, soon after his arrival 
(he has been here about 5 months) and stated the substance of what had 
passed between them. The Minister it seems gave to him the same answers 
which he has since given to me and cited to illustrate his argument, the same 
examples of Louis i8th and Bonaparte. No offer of formal mediation has 
been made by England since her recognition. Indeed her interest as a com¬ 
mercial and manufacturing country is now on the other side. The longer the 
war continues, the longer she enjoys a monopoly of the Spanish American 
market for her fabrics, and the more difficult will Spain find it to recover her 
natural advantages upon the return of peace. England will therefore prob¬ 
ably be very easy in regard to this matter, and will leave Spain to pursue un¬ 
molested the course she may think expedient. I suggested this point both 
to Mr. Zea and to the Russian Minister, and was inclined to think from what 
they said of it, that it had more weight with them than any other consider¬ 
ation in favor of recognition. They both admitted the justice of my re- 
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marks and the great inconvenience that resulted in this way from the pres¬ 
ent state of things, and could only avoid the proper conclusion by reverting 
to their common places of the probability of a return of the colonies to their 
allegiance, which they really seem to imagine will come alniut scwner or 
later without any effort on the part of either Spain or her allies and by the 
aid of some unlooked for intervention of Divine Providence. 1 learned 
nothing material from Mr. L. excepting the fact that the British Govt, is 
now quiet in regard to this matter and makes no attempt to influence the de¬ 
cision of Spain. He professed to have but little information as to the state 
of the Spanish settlements in America, and having passer! the greater part of 
his life, including the last 8 or lo years on the continent, has l>een in fact 
rather out of the way of obtaining it. 

Mr. D’Oubril was somewhat guarded in his language and did not seem 
quite willing to admit that it was the decided intention of the Kmj>cror to 
encourage Spain in her present system. He said that individually he did not 
by any means take the same view of the subject which the Spanish Ciovt. did, 
and yet that he was not completely satisfied that an immerliate rerxignition 
was the true policy: He cited in his turn the old instance of I^uis iHih & 
Bonaparte, and was far from being sure that the internal divisions which did 
or would distract the colonies, might not bring them again under the SfMinish 
Govt. He was aware nevertheless that Spain was daily and yearly suffering 
great injury from the effects of the present system, that by continuing it, she 
would probably lose her remaining possessions in America, and her chance 
of ever obtaining a due share in the trade with that continent, lamides en¬ 
dangering her national existence at home. This was making out a pretty 
strong case in favor of recognition, but he still returned to his former text 
that he considered the question as extremely doubtful. In all that he said 
upon it he professed to declare merely his own personal opinions and feelings, 
and if I recollect right, did not say directly what language he was ordered to 
hold in his communications with this (jovt. It is understood however that 
the influence of the Emperor has been employed in support of the present 
system, and the general impression which I received from his remarks coin¬ 
cided with this opinion. Mr. D'Oubril's private sentiments may possibly be 
different. Both he and Mr. L. enquired of me respecting the late overtures 
made by the President’s order at St. Petersburg and appearetl to have some 
though not a very minute acquaintance with the language of your instruc¬ 
tions to Mr. Middleton. The representatives of p'rance, Holland, Sweden, 
Saxony & Prussia, with whom I have had more or less a)nver8ation upon 
this subject have all expressed themselves strongly in opposition to the 
policy of Spain. Eiven the Pope’s Nuncio and the Ambassador from Naples 
seem to be of the American party. The French I suspect are making pretty 
strong efforts in favor of the new States, but on this point I have at present 
no very precise information. 
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Ilexander II. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ' 

[extract] 

Madrid, November 21,182$. 

After conversing with the Duke’ as much as was necessary upon the direct 
elations between the two countries, the opportunity being favorable for 
. longer interview, I availed myself of it to introduce the subject of the colo- 
lies, upon whch I had not before said any thing to him. I told him that 
t was a part of my instructions to intimate to H. M.'s Govt, in the most 
lelicate manner possible the full conviction of that of the United States 
hat the question of the independence of the colonies was in point of fact, 
ettled; and their strong desire that the war might as soon as possible be 
wrought to a close. I enquired of him whether there was at present any 
lisposition in H. M's. Cabinet towards a change of policy upon this subject, 
de replied in the negative; but did not express himself to this effect with the 
ame fulness and decision that I had observed in Mr. Zea’s communications. 

presume however that this difference which was certainly very perceptible 
md obvious, is rather owing to the difference in the characters of the men, 
.nd their habits of expressing themselves, than to any actual intention in 
he Cabinet to yield; at least I do not learn from any other quarter that 
uch an intention is supposed to exist. The Duke said that the matter was 
. delicate one, that he could easily imagine how inconvenient and injurious 
t must be to the United States to have this struggle constantly going on 
■t their doors, and that he was not surprised or dissatisfied that they should 
xert their influence in endeavouring to procure the termination of it in the 
iray which they thought just; but that the King could not yet resolve to 
-bandon his rights, or give up the hope that these countries would in one 
/ay or another be ultimately brought back to their allegiance. I then sug- 
:ested to him particularly the opinion entertained by the Govt, of the United 
Itates, that the loss of the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico would be the in- 
:vitable effect of the continuance of the struggle for two or three years longer; 
>ut that Spain by making peace at once might very probably retain them. 
Vhen I made this remark to Mr. Zea he answered that the King did not 
;onsider these Islands as in danger in any event, and that H. M. confidently 
rusted that he should not only retain them, but reconquer very shortly 
ill the other American provinces. The Duke’s answer was quite different, 
de enquired of me in reply upon what evidence the American Govt, founded 
he opinion that Spain would be able to retain these islands in case of her 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. Printed in dtwartcaw Stale Papers, Foreign Rela- 
’^ons, V, 879. 

’Duke del Infantado. 
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recognizing the independence of the other colonies. This question seemed 
to suppose the persuasion that the islands must at all events be lost unless 
the King should recover the whole of his American possessions. I replied 
that the principal circumstance in favor of this opinion was the fact that no 
symptoms of a disposition to separate from the mother country had yet 
appearetl in the islands; and that as their situation in consequence of the 
opening of the porta was extremely flourishing, there was room to suppose 
that they were contented with it. He acquiesced in this remark, and ex¬ 
pressed his deep regret, that a similar system of allowing a full freedom of 
trade had not been adopted in season in regard to the other colonies. This 
was the substance of our conversation. The general impression I received 
from it was, that there is at present no direct intention in the Cabinet to 
change their policy, but that there is at least as much probability of a rec¬ 
ognition now as before the late Ministerial revolution. I mentioned to the 
Duke that Mr. Zea had expressed a wish that I would give him in writing 
what I had to say by order of my Govt, upon this subject, and enquiretl of 
him whether this would also be agreeable to him. He said that he had no 
objection whatever to receive such a communication, and I shall accord¬ 
ingly at my leisure prepare and transmit one. 


1139 

Akxander 11. EoereU, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of Slate of the United States ' 

(extract) 

Madrid, December I2, 183$, 

I rttceived two or three days ago from Mr. King a copy of the instructions 
to Mr. Middleton* on the affairs of .Spanish America. It came very 
opiwrtunely while I was engaged in preparing the note which I intend to 
address to this Govt, ufxm the same subject. This communication, as it 
requires to be drawn up with care and caution, does not admit of lieing has¬ 
tened, and will not probably be ready before the ist of Jany. I learn with 
much pleasure, thro' the medium of Mr. Brown that the overture made by 
Mr. Middleton at St. I’ctersburgh, has been well received, and is likely to 
prcxluce a favorable effect. I shall take an early opfxtrtunity of conversing 
anew with Mr. d'Oubril upon the subject, and of ascertaining what arc hi.H 
present instructions. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

‘ MS. Diapatdw from Spain, XXV. Printed in American State Papers, Foreign Rela^ 
tions, V, 880. 

* See above, pt. I, doc. 141, Clay to Middleton, May 10, 1825. 
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Alexander H. Everetl, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States > 

Madrid, January i, 1826. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation of a decree which 
has just been published for establishing a Council of State. A council has 
already existed, I believe, ever since the King’s return, bearing the same 
name, composed of nearly the same persons, and charged with substantially 
the same duties as this, but the King has not been in the habit of calling 
them together. The only thing, therefore, really new in the decree is the 
part which declares that the council shall meet every day and remain in 
session three hours. How far this regulation is likely to be observed is, of 
course, a matter of mere conjecture. It is rather singular that no allusion 
is made to an existing council, and that the decree purports to be for the 
establishment of an entirely new one. The mea.sure is considered here as 
pretty important, but I do not see that it is likely to introduce any very 
great changes either in the principles or proceedings of the Government. 
The latent object of the institution is, probably, to get rid of the Ministerial 
Council established by Mr. Zea; no allusion is, however, made to the latter 
in the decree which thus supercedes two of these high state corporations, 
without naming either. Some of the most considerable members of Mr. 
Zea’s council are transferred to the new one, including the President, 
General Castanos, a person much respected by all parties, and of known 
liberal sentiments. He told me yesterday that this was the fifth council 
to which he had been called, as they were successively instituted. He does 
not appear to anticipate any very important consequences from the innova¬ 
tion. 

There are some things, however, in the decree, and in the composition of 
the council, which may be construed into indications that the measure has 
been taken with a view to a more careful consideration of the great question 
of America. Among the members named who, exclusively of the ministers, 
only amount to fourteen or fifteen, are the Archbishop of Mexico, the Vice¬ 
roys of Mexico, Venegas, and Apodaca, under new names, the Duke de San 
Carlos, an American, and Father Cyril, who has been in America. The last 
is considered the ablest man in the council. It is worthy of remark, that 
none of these, except San Carlos, were of the old Council of State. General 
Castanos is friendly to the recognition of the independence of America. 
Provision seems to have been made in this way for bringing into the meet¬ 
ing a great deal of positive information upon American affairs. The decree 
also mentions that this question is one to which the attention of the council 
is to be particularly called; and speaks of it in terms which will bear a favor- 
* American State Papers, Foreien Relations, V, 880. 
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able interpretation, although they do not necessarily require it. Among 
other things deserving consideration are enumerated "the weighty affairs of 
the colonies in America, which are endeavoring to separate from the mother 
country, by a necessary effect of the dangers to which the Crown has been 
exposed." To acknowledge the necessity of the separation on any account 
seems to be a large step towards the acknowledgment of the new States, and 
to call the effort to separate a necessary effect of the late political crisis is, 
perhaps, to give the best possible justification of it. The passage may, how¬ 
ever, be interpreted in a different sense; and there is, at present, no other 
evidence of any recent change on this subject, in the disposition of this 
Government. The French newspapers abound, as usual, with accounts, 
apparently authentic, of constant efforts made here by the foreign powers, 
especially the British minister, in favor of the colonics, but these accounts 
are also, as usual, without the slightest foundation. Mr. I-amb and myself 
converse, habitually, on this subject, with perfect freedom, and 1 am certain 
that he has said and done almost nothing for the Americana since I have 
been here; the others never interfere with the subject, excepting, perhap* 
the French ambassador, who has recently arrived, and with whose proceed¬ 
ings I am not so well acquainted. 

I lately read to the Duke del Infantado a part of a letter I hati receiver: 
from New York, which spoke with great confidence of the probability of ar 
early and successful attack upon the Island of Cuba by the Mexicans ant 
Colombians. The intelligence evidently made an impression upon him 
He asketl me, among other things, as he has done before, what securil) 
there would be for the possession of Cuba in the event of recognising th< 
colonies. I replied by stating the general reasons why they should not wisl 
to separate. It has since occurred to me that the Duke, by his rejieatet 
questions to this effect, intended to intimate a desire that a guaranty f« 
the fidelity of Cuba should be offered by the United States, or by the Spanisl 
American powers. This was proposed directly by Mr. Zea to Mr. Nelsoi 
and to me as a consideration for admitting our consul at the Havana. 

Since I wrote to you last I have been principally engaged in preparin; 
my note upf)n the affairs of the colonies. It is now nearly ready, and I shal 
probably send you a copy of it with my next despatches. The other affair 
remain in the same state. The intelligence of the death of the Emperor o 
Russia arrived here about ten days ago, and was soon followed by that of ih 
quiet succession of his brother Constantine. It does not appear that th 
change will produce any immediate effect upon the state of political affain 
The money market is exceedingly depressed in France and England, and th 
distress among the merchants is greater than was almost ever known before 
but the crisis appears to have arisen, in part, from pure panic and will, i 
all probability, pass off very soon, leaving the value of public stocks seime 
what lower, perhaps, than it stood before. The French Parliament is surr 
moned for the 3i8t of this month. 
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I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of the notes which I have 
addressed to the minister since my last despatches, and of some official 
articles of general interest, and remain [etc.]. 

P. S. Upon looking again at the decree upon the Council of State, which 
was out of my hands when I was writing the above, I find that the council 
is not described as a new institution in such distinct terms as I had supposed 
and stated. The impression I had upon the subject was partly derived from 
conversation. The existence of the council had been pretty generally for¬ 
gotten, and this revival of it has been commonly mentioned as the establish¬ 
ment of an entirely new one; in effect it is, as the King never called the 
members together under the former system. 


1141 

Alexander 11 . Bveretl, United Slates Minister to Spain, to the Duke del Infan- 
tado, First Secretary of State of Spain ’ 

Confidential. Madrid, January 20, 1826. 

Sir: The Covernment of the United States of America have looked with 
deep interest at the war now existing between Spain and her ancient colonies, 
ever since its commencement. .Situated in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the regions where it has been carried on, they could not feel the same in¬ 
difference upon the subject, which has been shewn by some other nations 
inhabiting a distant quarter of the globe. Their position, and the relations 
naturally resulting from it, were circumstances over which they have no 
control; and it was not in their power, had they wished it, to shrink from the 
responsibility that devolved ufion them. It only remained to meet the 
delicacy of the situation by a corresponding circumspection in their conduct; 
to proceed upon acknowledged principles and in conformity with the best 
information they could procure. Such has been in fact the course of their 
policy. They have spared no pains in endeavouring to obtain the most ac¬ 
curate accounts of the state of the war at its several periods; and they have 
adopted no important measure without great consideration and a careful 
enquiry into the laws and usages of civilized countries. In pursuance of this 
system they have considered it their duty to observe a fair and just neutral¬ 
ity between the two parties, and to entertain pacific and friendly relations 
with both alike; and they have with good faith to the best of their ability 
acted accordingly. They have lent no military or naval assistance to either; 
but have freely granted to both the hospitality of their ports and territory, 

* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV, enclosed in Everett to Clay, February 3, I_8a6, 
which sec below, pt. xm, doc. 1144, printed in Armrican Stale Papers, Foreign ReUUions, 
VI, 1006. 
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and have allowed the agents of both to procure within their jurisdiction, in 
the way of lawful trade, any supplies which suited their convenience. When 
the independence of the colonies appeared to them to be well established, it 
became a duty to regard and treat them as sovereign powers; and their in- 
crea.sing intercourse with the United States made it convenient and suitable 
to organize the relations between the two countries in the usual form by ex¬ 
changing diplomatic and commercial agents invested with the usual powen 
and characters. Hut while the Government of the United States felt them¬ 
selves not only justified in the.se measures, but bound in duty to adopt them, 
they have continued to observe in word and in deed their former course of 
fair and honest neutrality. They have never taken upon them to express an 
opinion upon the merits of the quarrel, or upon the validity of the argument* 
advanced by cither party in supjmrt of its pretensions; still less to interfere 
actively in favor of one or the other. 1'he jxjople of the United States, in¬ 
cluding as |)rivate persons the individuals comi>o8ing the Government, have 
generally felt and manife.Htcd a strong sympathy with the inhabitants of the 
colonies in consetiuence of the similarity of their position with that of the 
United Stales half a century ago; but this natural feeling has not l>een al¬ 
lowed to influence the public measures. The President and Gnngress in 
acting upon this subject, have uniformly proceeded upon strict principlef 
and known facts. Their decisions on imiKjrtant iwints were adopted with 
unexarnpleil unanimity; and have been, it is ladieved, very generally ap¬ 
proved throughout the civilized world. They have since been closely fol¬ 
lowed by the two enlightened and ixiwerful Governments, whose jxwition 
naturally calkni uixm them to take the lead in this respect among the natiom 
of Murojx*. 

While pursuing this line of conduct, the Government of the Uniteti Statci 
have also considered it their duty and their ptdicy to employ their gcKxl 
oflices from time to time with both parties for the purpose of reconciling there 
to each other and bringing the war to a close. This tedious contest carried 
on in their imme<liate neighbourhood has been and still is a source of no little 
actual inconvenience to them in various ways. It has been in particular the 
ultimate cause of the prevalence of piracy to a fearful extent upon the walen 
that surround their coasts; an evil which comiK'ls them to keep a strong nava' 
force in active st'rvicc at a very unhealthy and dangerous {K)rt, and wind; 
nothing but the e.Htabli8hment of peace will ever completely eradicate 
They have therefore the most powerful motives for seeking in their own in¬ 
terest to elTwl this great object. But indejjendently of any such consitler- 
ationa, the common sentiments of humanity and the sympathy which al 
dvilizetl and Christian nations naturally fed in each other's welfare, lead 
them to desire the dost* of this long and cruel struggle. Entertaining, ant 
wishing to entertain the moat friendly relations with both parties they can¬ 
not but fed the deepest interest in the restoration of harmony and good un 
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derstandlng between them and in the consequent general pacification of the 
American continent. They have accordingly given to both, on many oc¬ 
casions, such counsels as they have thought most likely to promote this ob¬ 
ject. As the Independence of the Colonies has appeared to them for some 
years past to be well established, they can imagine no other way of effecting 
the great purpose in question, except by the consent of H. M. to treat with 
his ancient provinces on the footing of sovereign and independent states; 
and they have from time to time, with all the delicacy required by the im¬ 
portance and peculiar character of the subject, and with all the respect which 
they sincerely cherish for the Spanish Government and nation, advised this 
measure. These counsels although H, M. has not yet thought proper to 
act upon them have been received and listened to in the friendly spirit in 
which they were given: and the Government of the United States have been 
induced in consequence, and by the generally friendly character of their re¬ 
lations with Spain, to continue the same course as occasion may appear to 
render it expedient. I was accordingly instructed upon leaving my country 
to express to H. M. and his Ministers the firm conviction and earnest wishes 
of the Government which I have the honor to represent, in regard to this 
question. I have already communicated them in conversation to Your 
Excellency’s Predecessor and to yourself. In order to state them with more 
distinctness and to enable Y. E, to lay them before H. M. in the precise form 
in which they are conveyed to you, I now take the liberty of troubling you 
with a few suggestions in writing upon this great and interesting subject. 

The present moment seems to be a favorable one for reviewing the deci¬ 
sions that were taken at an earlier period of the war, and for considering 
whether events have not since occurred which make it expedient to change 
them. A course of proceeding which was apparently wise and politic ten 
or fifteen years ago may have been rendered by the subsequent progress of 
affairs impolitic and ruinous. It may have been natural for the King to 
make war upon his colonies at the time when they first declared their inde¬ 
pendence, when there was a probability of reducing them again to their 
allegiance, and when it was yet uncertain whether the efforts in which they 
were engaged were the work of a few factious spirits, or of the whole com¬ 
munity: and it may nevertheless be in the highest degree inexpedient to 
continue the attempt to subjugate these colonies now that they have grown 
up into six or eight populous and powerful nations, situated in a distant 
quarter of the globe, in the full exercise of all the prerogatives of sovereignty, 
and respected and acknowledged as sovereign by several of the greatest 
powers of the world. It is the usage of prudent governments not to adhere 
with too much constancy to any system, merely because it has once been 
adopted: but to mark the course of affairs and to regulate their conduct by 
the present situation of things rather than the past. A statesman who 
attempts to counteract the force of circumstances, or in more religious and 
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juster languaRC, to defy the will of God, will find his efforts ineffectual and 
generally injurious to himself. The epochs of a critical and important char¬ 
acter, that present themselves from time to time in the progress of political 
affairs appear more especially to invite the Governments interested in them 
to reconsider the principles upon which they are acting, in order either to 
assure themselves that they are in the right, or to shift their course if they 
find themselves in error. One of these great epochs is just now occurring 
in the history of the Spanish American Colonies. After declaring their 
independence of the mother country, surmounting the obstacles that first 
presenter! themselves, consolidating to a good degree their political institu¬ 
tions, and maintaining their national existence for seventeen years without 
any organized concert among themselves, they are at this moment meeting 
for the first time by their plenipotentiaries in a general congress for the pur¬ 
pose of regulating their mutual interests and entering into an alliance offen¬ 
sive and defensive against their common enemies. This change in their 
position is evidently one of vast consequence: It calls imperiously upon the 
Spanish Government to consider well the system upon which it is now pro¬ 
ceeding, and to examine anew the whole subject of its relations with these 
States. It has also been thought by the Government of the United States 
that the occurrence of this remarkable event furnished an occasion upon 
whicli neutral and friendly powers might with propriety renew their gtKjd 
offices in attempting to bring alniut a reconciliation between the parties to 
the war. They have been induced by this motive to a)mmunieatc their 
opinions and their wishes to H. M. Ministers in a more formal manner, at 
this lime, than they have hitherto employed; and to invite the leading ix)wer8 
of KurofH; to concur with them, as far as they might think it exfiedient, in 
this great and benevolent purpose. France and Portugal have lately led 
the way in a course of proceetling similar to that which is now recommended 
to H. C. M. It only remains for the King to give one signal proof of mag¬ 
nanimity and wisdom in onler to complete the pacification of the whole 
American Continent. The President is well assured that the suggestions 
now presented by his order will be received as evidences of the friendly dis¬ 
position of the Government of the United States; and he ventures to hope 
that they will be listened to with attention, and will not be without effect. 

It has l>een thought a proper mark of respect to the Government of 
H. C. M. to accompany the communication of the opinions enlertaineti upem 
this subject by that of the United States, with a statement of the reasons 
upon which they have been founded; that they might not appear to have l>ecn 
taken up capriciously and hastily, or to have been affected in any degree 
by a natural sympathy with the fortunes of the Colonies. They have been 
adopted in general upon a deliberate view of all the information that amid 
be procured; and a full recapitulation of the particulars from which they 
have been deduced would embrace a mass of details much too large to be 
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brought within the compass of an official note. There might also be a differ¬ 
ence, as respects some of these details, between the information that has 
been conveyed to the Government of the United States and to that of 
H. C. M. There are however certain great and leading facts in the history and 
present state of the war, notorious to the world at large and of course famil¬ 
iarly known to H. M.’s Government, which are considered by that of the 
United States as sufficient of themselves to demonstrate the impossibility 
of recovering the colonies. In the following remarks I shall confine myself 
as much as possible to these points, and shall endeavour to avoid any allusion 
to doubtful matters either of fact or of right. 

It is now about seventeen years since the occurrence of the first move¬ 
ments in the Colonies. They were not occasioned by a rebellious or dis¬ 
contented spirit, but were the effect of the invasion of the Mother country 
and of the usurpation of H. M’s. throne by a foreigner. They were equally 
legitimate with the movements which were made at the same time in Spain 
for the purpose of shaking off the French yoke; and were indeed precisely 
similar to them in character. Five or six years elapsed before this great 
object was attained and before the King returned from his captivity in a 
foreign country. During this time the Peninsula was the theatre of con¬ 
stant war, occupied and wasted by contending armies, foreign and domestic, 
distracted by political divisions and upon the whole in a state approaching 
very nearly to entire anarchy. It is not singular that the colonies, having 
been compelled for a time to govern themselves should have continued so 
to do until the King’s return, without regard to the authority which the 
successive ephemeral Governments at home might pretend to exercise over 
them. The King’s return introduced another order of events; but the 
colonies were now and had been for several years in possession of the privi¬ 
leges of self Government, and a new state of things had in consequence grown 
up among them. They had formed new relations with each other and with 
foreign powers. Their whole political situation was completely altered. 
Were they bound under these circumstances to return at once to their 
ancient allegiance: or had the new position in which they had been thrown 
by events beyond their control brought with it new rights and new duties 
incompatible with their former relations to the Spanish crown? On this, 
which is the great question of right between the parties, the Government of 
the United States have never ventured to express an opinion. It is only 
on points of fact and expediency that they have felt themselves at liberty to 
offer their counsels. 

Whatever may be thought of the merits of the case a war, under all the 
circumstances, was, in a manner unavoidable. It was accordingly under¬ 
taken by H. M’s. Government and carried on with all the vigor and perse¬ 
verance which the situation of the Kingdom would admit. Soon after the 
King’s return a powerful expedition was fitted out for America under the 



command of one of the first Generals of the age, and directed against a very 
well chosen point in the territory of the Colonies. Had it been possible to 
subjugate them with the means at the disposal of Spain this expedition must 
have been attended with complete success. But the eflForts of Gen. Morillo 
and his army to subdue the Americans produced no other effect than that 
of teaching them the military arts which they wanted, and of forming among 
them in the school of ex[>erience a great C'ommander whose name alone is 
now a tower of strength to his countrymen. (»en. Morillo, after seeing 
almost the whole of his army perish by his side; after performing miracles of 
courage, skill and perseverance; after meriting all praise, excepting that of 
humanity; finally returned to Spain, The few troops that remainc*d of his 
army were soon compelled to shut themselves up in a fortress, and not long 
after to surrender. The attempt made at home to fit out another consider¬ 
able expedition terminated in a revolution. The troops which had l>een 
stationed in Peru and Chili, after carrying on the war for several yean with 
various success were finally reduced to capitulate by the splendid and deci¬ 
sive victory of Ayacucho, which exhibited a second great commander in a 
young man of only eight and twenty years of age. For some time f^fore 
that event, there had been no royal forces in Buenos Ayres and none in 
Mexico excepting the garrison of a single fortress. This battle terminated 
the active military operations of Spain up<m the American ('ontinent and 
the war has been in fact for nearly two years past at an end. 

Will it be said that it is the intention of the Spanish (lovernmenl to renew 
it, and that other eximlitions may be more successful than the former ones? 
Is it possible to iup{>o8e for a moment that Spain, in her present situation, 
her own territory jointly occupied by foreign trcKjps, enfeebled and mnvulsed 
by the effect of seventeen years of almost uninterrupted revolution, invit- 
sion and war, without funds and without cre<Ht, can fit out armies equal to 
the conquest of six or eight powerful nations a thousand leagues off? Were 
it even po^ible, as it evidently is not, that another exfiedition should be 
despatched immediately, as strong and as well apfminted m that of C*tn. 
Morillo, would such an one be likely to succeed l>etter now, than his did in 
fact several years ago? Would it ht less difficult to contend with accom¬ 
plished and veteran commanders at the head of disciplined armies, than it 
was with the fresh recruits and inexperienced officers, out of which thm 
armies and their generals have been formed? Or would the organiml and 
acknowledged (Jovernments that now exist, offer a less formidable resist¬ 
ance than was made by the same communities when almost in a state of 
anarchy? These are evidently suppositions of things not merely improb¬ 
able or in the common course of nature impossible, but chimerical. They 
involve impossibility upon the impossibility. It is impossible that new 
expeditions should be equipped: if they could be equipped, it is im|K)»ib!e 
that they should succeed. Since then the war is at an end, and cannot be 
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renewed, it would seem that a peace concluded on the best terms possible 
under such circumstances must immediately follow. 

It is understood however that H. M's. Government without intending 
to make any further attempts to subjugate the colonies by actual force, 
never the less entertain the expectation that they may perhaps be brought 
back to their allegiance by the effect of internal dissensions: and that it is 
principally on this account that they consider it impolitic to treat with them 
as sovereign powers. This expectation is no better founded, according to 
the views of the Government of the United States than would be that of 
conquering them by actual war. It is believed that there is no greater prob¬ 
ability of the occurrence of intestine troubles in these states than in other 
established and organized bodies politic; and that should they occur, they 
could not by any possibility be turned in future to the profit of Spain. 

Every community which changes its form of Government violently and 
suddenly, is visited almost of necessity by a period of anarchy and civil war. 
This was an evil which the Spanish colonies in separating from the Mother 
Country had reason to expect that they should be obliged to encounter, and 
from which they have in fact suffered in greater or less degree. Serious 
divisions occurred in most, if not all, of them, soon after the declaration of 
their independence, and for a time threatened their existence as sovereign 
powers. In Mexico an adventurer usurped the Government by military 
force and assumed the title of Emperor. In Colombia the state of affairs 
was long unsettled, and there seems to have been at one moment consider¬ 
able danger of insubordination among the blacks. In Peru and Chili, the 
leading public characters were frequently at variance: and Buenos Ayres 
was for a while the theatre of actual civil war. It was necessary that these 
troubles should terminate in one of two ways; either by bringing back the 
Colonies to their allegiance, or by subsiding and disappearing under the 
influence of the new independent Governments. The latter part of the 
alternative has in fact been realized. The difficulties to which I have 
alluded, and which accompanied so naturally the first attempts of the colo¬ 
nies to establish their national existence are now at an end; and the fate of 
those persons who were engaged in them has not been such as to hold out 
much encouragement to future imitators. The disturbers of the established 
order have met in almost every remarkable instance with signal defeat and 
exemplary punishment. Iturbide in Mexico, Gen. Piar in Colombia; the 
Carerras in Chili, were publickly executed as common traitors. Saint Mar¬ 
tin, who deserted his post at the head of the Government of Peru at a critical 
period, lost his influence, sunk in to insignificance and is said to be now living 
unknown at Brussels. Pueyrredon, who appears to have been gained by 
the agents-of H. M. while occupying the post of supreme Director of the 
Republic of the United Provinces of La Plata, could not carry with him a 
single man, was obliged to quit his post and his country, and has since, it is 
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understood died somewhere in obscurity of a broken heart. Such have 
been the fortunes of the principal authors of internal dissensions in America, 
and they are evidently not of a kind to encourage new attempts. In fact, 
since the disappearance of these first troubles, the reign of good order and 
of consolidated political institutions seems to have taken place every where 
and is apparently established. Five of the six principal States that have 
been formed out of H. M’s. colonial dominions; not including Paraguay of 
which the internal condition is but little known to foreigners, present as 
tranquil an appearance as any part of Kurope or the world. Peru is in some 
degree unsettled, but the tranquillity of that country is secured by the battle 
of Ayacucho and the final arrangements of its ixilitical institutions will not 
probably t>e long delayed. Having thus organized their respective (lov- 
emments at home, these states are already l>eginning to extend their views 
abroad, and are at this moment assembled by their Ministers in a Congress 
at Panama for the purpose of farming among themselves some concerted 
scheme of action. This great event may be considered as indicsiiing dis¬ 
tinctly the consolidation of their several twlitical institutions, and the dis¬ 
appearance of all pre-existing internal dissensions. 

The troubles which naturally accompanied the first establishment of theae 
new States, having thus subsided, they cannot in the natural course of events 
be expected to return. They were incident to a particular period in the 
history of the Colonies: and this period having passed away, the dangers 
incident to it, have necessarily passed away with it. The various epjochs 
in the progress of communities, like the diflferent ages in the life of man, 
are subject to particular disorders; but in both cases those that belong to 
one period can never be encountered at another. Troubles may doubtless 
occur in the nations that have been formed out of the Spanish (!olonie8, 
as in all others; but they will not be hereafter of the same kind with thorn 
which were occasioned by the separation from the Mother Country, and the 
attempt to establish an independent national existence. Let it be supposed 
however for argument's sake that internal dissensions should again arise 
equally serious with those which have already arisen and subrided; let it 
be supposed that a second Iturbide shall appear in Mexico, another Gen. 
Piar in Colombia, that Buenos Ayres or Chili shall again be the theatre of 
dvi! war, that a new Pueyrredon should be gained by H. M’s, agents, or 
finally in order to exhaust every suppodtion however improbable, let it be 
imagined that Bolivar and Sucre shall belie their noble characters, disap¬ 
point the hopes of the world and turn out Bonapartes and Cromwells instead 
of Washingtons. Of what advantage would the occurrence of these or simi¬ 
lar events be to the Royalists cause, or what additional probability would 
they furnish of the return of the Coloni® to their allegiance? If H. M's. 
Government found it impossible to turn to any account the troubles that 
actually broke out at a time when the state of the Colonies was yet unsettled 
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and they had a large military force in the country, would they be able to 
do it now, when they have not a soldier, not under close siege, from Cali¬ 
fornia to Cape Horn, and when the new Governments have acquired consist¬ 
ency and vigor? If Iturbide when he overthrew the Mexican Government 
while the Royalist party was still improving and the prospect of success 
in the establishment of Independence uncertain, did not think of proclaim¬ 
ing the King, would another Iturbide do it now? If the insubordination 
of Piar under the eyes of Gen. Morillo could not be made the means of reduc¬ 
ing Venezuela would another black insurgent be likely to prove a better 
instrument, with nobody present to direct and employ him? If Bolivar 
or Sucre should attempt to establish a military despotism, would it be in the 
name of the legitimate King, and under the Royal Spanish flag? These 
suppositions, like that of an actual military conquest of the country, are 
obviously not merely improbable but chimerical and full of inherent con¬ 
tradictions. The time to take advantage of internal dissensions, if ever, 
was the time when they might have been expected to occur, when they did 
in fact occur, and when the King had his armies in the country ready to 
back a discontented leader. If nothing could be done under all these favor¬ 
able circumstances, it is vain to expect a better result at present when every 
circumstance is of an adverse character. 

Finally such is the strength of public opinion prevailing throughout the 
Colonies in favor of independence, that nothing would be really effected 
even by successful attempts to create internal divisions, and to gain over 
the popular leaders. This is evidently shewn by the fate of Pueyrredon 
to which I have already alluded. Here was a person holding the supreme 
executive power in one of the new states, enjoying a high reputation, and 
apparently possessing great influence, who consented to employ it, in en¬ 
deavouring to bring about a union of the colony under his Government with 
the Mother country in the most plausible way in which it could be done. 
This colony was precisely the one in which political dissensions had prevailed 
to the greatest extent, having assumed for a long period the shape of actual 
civil war. The negotiation presented an additional probability of success 
from being carried on under the auspices of one of the most powerful Mon- 
archs of Europe in alliance with H. C. M. The King had at that time one 
or two considerable armies in America ready to lend their aid in promoting 
the intended object. Here was a case, if ever there was or will be one, in 
which something might be expected from the effect of internal divisions 
and from the adhesion of leading characters. What happened? Did Pueyr¬ 
redon under all these favorable circumstances succeed in bringing back to 
its allegiance the colony under his Government? I have already stated 
that he did not carry with him a single man. He could not stay in his coun¬ 
try. He was crushed at once to the earth by the execution and contempt 
of the whole American Continent, and in order to escape an ignominious 



2084 PART XIW: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 

death was compelled to hide himself in some obscure corner where he has 
since died of chajprin and shame. Such is the history of the only consider* 
able apostate that has yet been gained from the cause of independence in 
America. It proves that whatever may be the merits of the contests, there 
is a force of public sentiment arranged in support of this cause loo strong 
to be resisted by any individual however eminent; that nothing can be hoped 
by Spain from the effect of internal dissensions in the Colonies and that no 
means, excepting that of actual physical force will ever bring them or any 
part of them again under the dominion of H. C. M. The impoMibility of 
employing this means with success has already l>een shewn and is under- 
sto^ to be felt by H. M's. Government. 

It has sometimes been said however, that Spain might reasonably be en- 
cours^j^ed in the hopes of recovering her ancient coloniw by the great and 
sudden revolutions that have occurred in Europe within our own time. The 
late King of France after being deprived of his hereditary rights and do¬ 
minions for twenty five years finally succeeded in obtaining possession of 
them. Why may not the King of Spain in like manner recover his Arncriran 
possessions, although he should have lost them for an equal length of timei* 
It is understood that this argument from analogy is considered by some per- 
scms of great respectability as the principal one that can be urged in favor 
of the continuance of the war, and it may therefore lie prDi)er to give it some 
attention. 

The conquest of the Colonies must be effected if at all by the aid of means; 
and the example of the King of France is applicable in the present instance 
only as far as the same means which were employed to place him on the 
throne, are now at the disposal of the King of Spain for the purpose of re¬ 
covering his lost possei^ionB in America. What were these means and how 
far can they probably be employed at present by the Spanish Government? 
The revolution in the Government of France of which the return of Ixmis l8 
was the natural consequence was accomplished by the military force of other 
Eurojxjan ix)wer8 at a lime when the King had not a soldier in the field in 
his own immediate service. Is it probable that there wilt be now, or ever, 
a similar alliance of these powers for the purpose of restoring tt) the King 
his ancient dominions in America? What was the motive which induced 
all the Sovereigns of Europe to unite in a joint attack upon the Govern¬ 
ment of Bonaparte? It was no other than the direct interest they had in 
overthrowing that Government on acajunl of the inconvenience, more or 
less oppressive, which they all suffered from its continuance. Have they 
all or any of them any such motive for opposing at present the independence 
of the Spanish Colonies? It is evident that their direct interest, as far as 
they have any in the affair, is on the other side; and that the independence 
of America, instead of being an inconvenience to them, is rather advanta¬ 
geous than otherwise, as it affords them a greater freedom of intcrcourae 
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with those vast and wealthy regions, than they would enjoy under any colo¬ 
nial system however liberal. Their interest therefore would naturally lead 
them, considered merely as neutral powers, to take part with the Amer¬ 
icans rather than with the Spanish Government. Such of them as possessed 
extensive and valuable colonies might be supposed perhaps to sympathize 
with Spain in this contest either because these colonies had actually thrown 
off their allegiance, or might be expected to do so, and these if any, are the 
powers, which would have an interest in assisting H. C. M., or in wishing 
at least for his success. What then has been the policy of the powers thus 
situated? France and Portugal have just acknowledged the Independence 
of their ancient transatlantic dominions. England and Holland, the only 
nations now possessing colonies of consequence, have acknowledged the 
independence of South America. It so happens therefore that the four 
powers, which have or had colonies are precisely those which have given 
the most unequivocal proof that it is not their intention to deviate from the 
line of neutrality by engaging in the war on the side of Spain. If such is 
the policy of these nations which alone had some little indirect interest in 
common with that of H. C. M. what can be expected from the rest, which 
have all a pretty strong Interest on the other side? There is evidently no 
probability that they will enter into a great European Alliance for the re¬ 
duction of America, like that which was employed for the overthrow of Bona¬ 
parte; nor is it believed that H. M's. Government expect any such coopera¬ 
tion or assistance. It is therefore not in their power to take advantage of 
the same means which were used by the King of France to obtain possession 
of his hereditary dominions, and his example, has, of course, no application 
to the present circumstances of H. C. M. 

I fear that I may have taxed somewhat too severely the attention of Y. E. 
by the length to which these considerations have been already drawn out; 
but it is difficult to touch, however concisely, upon the several leading points 
of so great a question without entering into a pretty extensive course of 
remarks. If the above statement of the grounds upon which the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States have formed their opinion in regard to this ques¬ 
tion, be at all correct, it follows conclusively that there is no chance of re¬ 
covering the colonies either by actual military force, by the effect of internal 
dissensions, or by the aid of foreign powers. The object of the war is there¬ 
fore unattainable; what remains then, but to escape as soon as possible from 
its inconveniences and to conclude peace at once? Peace is of itself and in 
all cases, the greatest of blessings; and an almost indispensable condition 
of all public and private prosperity. The advantages direct and indirect, 
that would accrue to Spain from making peace at present with the colonies, 
are in the opinion of the Government which I have the honor to represent, 
of even more than ordinary value. I fear that I shall exhaust Y. E’s. pa¬ 
tience, but being charged by my Government with the expression of their 
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convictions and wishes upon a subject of such vast magnitude, I should have 
reason to reproach myself if the effect of their intercession were diminished 
and the war protracted by the omission of any topic that would be likely 
to have weight with H. C. M. Allow me then, my Lord Duke, to request 
your attention a little longer, and to state to you, very concisely, as they 
appear to the Government of the United States, the important benefits 
which would result to Spain from the restoration of peace and the estab¬ 
lishment of friendly relations with her ancient colonies. 

The immediate inconveniences suffered by Spain from the continuance 
of the war, are far from being inconsiderable; and the cessation of them, 
would constitute of itself a very serious advantage. These inconveniences 
are principally the heavy exfiense necessary to keep up military and naval 
establishments adequate to the defence of the West Indian Islands, and the 
almost entire destruction of the commerce of Spain by the armetl vessels 
and privateers of the new American States. It is underattKKl that the whole 
revenue which would accrue from the islands is at present abw>rbed by the 
charges of securing them against the danger of an attack. When to this 
great expetise is addetl that of fitting out occa.sionally at home exfKxlitions 
intended for their defence, it is clear that the burthen must 1 h; considerable, 
especially in the present embarrassed state of the finances. The restoration 
of peace would remove this evil at once, and would also give new life to the 
Spanish commerce, which is now almost destroyed by the American priva¬ 
teers. These enterprising navigators not only cover the waters tjf the Gulph 
of Mexico, and of the passage thence to Spain, but have lately ventured 
across the Atlantic and almost bhH.'kade at the jiresent moment the ixmls 
of the I’eninsula and the entrance of the Mediterranean. The coasting 
trade is nearly at an end, and as far as it is coniinuetl, must 1 h? carrittd on 
under convoy. It is true that the commerce of Spain under the national 
flag has not been for some years past very considerable; but the Itms of the 
whole or the greater part of it, such as it is, is still a serious inconvenience. 
The desolation of the sea ports and the failing off in the amount of the cus¬ 
toms, shew but too clearly the extent of the evil. The duties {nod at Cadiz, 
which as Y. K. did me the honor to inform me the other day, were a hundred 
millions of reals before the commencement of the present troubles, are now, 
I understand, something less than four. When the inctmveniences of the 
war are thus brought home to the resources of the Government and to the 
daily life of H. M's subjects, is it not time to con.sider whether it affortls 
any advantages or holies to constitute an adequate aimiiensiitian for sacri¬ 
fices of such vast importance? 

In addition to these great mischiefs which are actually suffered and which 
would be removed by the termination of the war, there is another, fierhaps 
still more serious, imjiending in immediate prospect, which, in the opinion 
of the Government of the United States, nothing but the speedy restoration 
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of peace can avert; I mean the loss of the Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, 
These possessions are for all purposes of revenue already in a great measure 
lost; the whole amount of receipts drawn from them, being as is understood 
exhausted by the charges of their defence. The continuance of the war for 
two or three years longer, perhaps for one, must in all human probability 
occasion their complete alienation in one form or another. Hostilities being 
now at an end on the Continent, and the new states being compelled by the 
refusal of Spain to make peace to keep up their military and naval estab¬ 
lishments they must of course employ them upon some active service. The 
Spanish islands present the most natural and advantageous point for attack 
and will of course be attempted. Without intending to disparage the valor 
of H. M's armies on this station; still less the efficiency of the Gov, General 
an officer of whom the Government of the United States have every reason 
to speak in the highest terms of respect and estimation: I may add that it 
can hardly be doubted, considering the nature of the population of the is¬ 
lands and their vicinity to the Continent, that an attack would result either 
in their immediate conquest by the new States, or in a protracted civil war, 
which would put an end at once to their present prosperous condition and 
would occasion in like manner their ultimate loss. It is believed on the 
other hand by the Government of the United States, that by making peace 
now H. M. might insure the possession of these valuable colonies for a long 
and indefinite period of time to come. Under the system of free trade, upon 
which they are now fortunately governed, they have flourished almost be¬ 
yond precedent. The inhabitants are prosperous and wealthy and must 
of course be satisfied with their condition. Relieved from the burden in¬ 
cident to the defence of the islands they would find their situation still far¬ 
ther improved. There is no reason to suppose that under these circum¬ 
stances any foreign power would attempt to molest them or to infringe upon 
the right of H. M. to their Government; and without pretending to prophecy 
what may happen in the course of centuries, it is every way probable that 
for as long a period at least as any political combinations formed at the pres¬ 
ent day can be expected to produce effects, these islands would continue 
to acknowledge quietly and cheerfully the supremacy of Spain and to con¬ 
stitute at once a rich appendage to the Peninsula and a convenient entrep6i 
for the immense trade, which in time of peace must necessarily grow up 
between the Mother country and the Colonies. 

Such would be the consequences resulting from the mere termination of 
the war. The removal of the immediate evils occasioned by it, such as the 
decline of commerce and the burthen of defending the islands would be a real 
benefit. The assurance of preserving Porto Rico and Cuba would be 
another. But these negative advantages however considerable are of small 
importance when compared with those of a positive kind which this kingdom 
would derive from the conclusion of peace and the establishment of friendly 
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relations with the colonies. Permit me then Sir, to enlarge a little upon this 
topic and after touching very briefly UF>on the present unfortunate position 
of Spain, to present to you the more agreeable picture of her situation, as in 
the opinion of the Govt, of the United States, it might and would l>e under 
a system of free intercourse with the ancient colonies on a footing of equality 
and mutual independence. 

The present dislre88e<l condition of Spain, is a fact t<K) notorious to require 
proof and too painful to be dwelt upon without necessity. In alluding to it 
I shall quote the language of a report made last year by the Treasurer Gen¬ 
eral to the Minister of Finance. 

Spain (says this oflicer) has been the victim of jxditical convulsion®. 
It is extremely unpleusKint to me to l>e obliged to relate disagreeable 
things and to pre^ent unfavorable pictures; but in the alternative of 
perhaps putting public tranquillity to hazard, I should consider myself 
criminal, if any fears, or private views made tne concfal evils which 
reciuire an immediate remedy; especially when with all my eflorts 1 am 
unable to stifle the critm which are bursting forth in every quarter. 
The resources have tliminishal and are daily diminishing. The great 
sums which are ustal to l>c receivetl from America ancl which in tranquil 
times, amountctl annually to more than a hundred ancl sixty millions 
of real®, have fallen off. The cuBtoms, the tobacco duties, the salt 
duties, and other branches of the revenue, have sustained a defalcation, 
amounting by estimate to another hundred millions; »o that the revenue 
is scarcely sufficient to cover half the expenditure. Public credit is 
ruined by the enormous weight of the debt and the measures that have 
been resorted to in this I lepartment have failed to produce the exiwted 
results. So great a deficit and so general a want of confidence, create 
uneasiness in all classes of society. Men neglect their private contracts, 
and the country is constantly exposed to the terrible effects of the 
general discontent which is the necessary consetjuence of such a state 
of things. 

Such is the alarming picture of the present state of Spain, presented in 
a public rciKirt of one of H. M.’s distinguished servants. The case as the 
Treasurer olwerves, is one that demands an immediate remetly. Fortu¬ 
nately the great measure of making peace with the colonies, so desirable and 
necessary on other accounts holds out, in addition, to the Kingdom the pros¬ 
pect of speedy and complete relief from its present distresses. The American 
states would doubtleKi amsent to furnish in return for the acknowledgement 
of their independence, such pecuniary supplies as would l>e sufficient to 
remove all financial embarrassments and to reestablish the public credit on 
a Bolid basis. This great object being accomplished, the commercial rela¬ 
tions that would naturally grow up between the mother country and the 
ancient colonies would open new, copious and permanent source* of wealth, 
amply sufficient to aunplete the work of restoration, and even in all prob¬ 
ability to elevate this kingdom from its present state of depression to 
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a height of greatness and glory which it never reached before. Thus the 
King would not only in consequence of taking this measure be crowned with 
the gratitude and love of sixteen millions of Americans, but would merit 
and obtain by a single act through all succeeding ages the glorious title of the 
Restorer of the Spanish Monarchy. 

In regard to the first of these points viz. the supplies that would probably 
be furnished by the Colonies in return for the acknowlegement of their 
independence, I wish to be understood as speaking entirely without author¬ 
ity from them, and without having the intention or the right to commit 
them in the smallest degree. I presume however that there can be no ques¬ 
tion upon this subject. The late example of Haiti shews to what an extent 
a community in the situation of the Spanish settlements in America is willing 
to make immediate sacrifices in order to obtain complete and permanent 
security. It may be added nevertheless that the sooner the recognition is 
decided on, the greater will be the probability of obtaining from it consid¬ 
erable advantages of this description. 

The manner in which the establishment of commercial relations with 
the colonies would operate in restoring the prosperity and promoting the 
wealth and greatness of Spain is sufficiently obvious; but, as this is the moat 
agreeable part of the subject I shall make no apology for dwelling upon it a 
little longer. 

The decline of industry, occasioned by long and frequent political con¬ 
vulsions, has been the immediate cause of the decay of the wealth and great¬ 
ness of Spain; and the revival of industry is the only possible means by which 
this decay can be checked, and a contrary course of recovery commenced. 
The return of peace, especially after long intestine wars has a natural tend¬ 
ency to produce such a revival as well by restoring to productive labor the 
hands that were employed in the armies, as by affording to the whole com¬ 
munity that security for their persons and property which they cannot enjoy 
in the midst of convulsions and without which nobody can labor with spirit 
or effect. But in order to bring about so complete and extensive a revival 
of industry as is wanted in this country something more than this would be 
requisite, and it would also be necessary that some important change in the 
political or economical situation of the Kingdom should create a considerable 
increase of the ordinary demand for products of labor. This would produce 
immediately an increased demand for labourers, a rise of wages, an augmen¬ 
tation of profits in all the branches of industry and of the rents and value of 
land, and in its more remote consequences, the extension of industry in all its 
branches attended with an increase of population and of the comforts and 
well being of all classes of society. Now such an increase in the demand for 
the products of Spanish labor would be the direct consequence of the renewal 
of friendly relations with the colonies. New settlements possessing the 
tastes imparted by civilisation and situated at the same time like the Eu- 
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ropean colonies in America, in the midst of an extensive country not yet 
brought under cultivation, naturally turn their attention in the first instance 
to Agriculture, as the most agreeable and profitable of all cxtcupations, and 
depend for manufactures on the labor of older nations. Among these the 
mother country in consequence of the community of language tastes and 
manners, must of course enjoy the preference. In this case therefore sixteen 
millions of Americans would immediately resort to Sjjain, for all the supplies 
which they wanted from abroad and which vSpain could furnish. It is true 
that in the present slate of industry in this country Spain would probably 
not be able to satisfy entirely this immense demand, and that the Americans 
would be obliged to seek in other countries many ariiclew which they would 
not find in this. But the encouragement to lalxir afforded by this or by any 
other cause must of course operate at first only ujxjn such branches of indus¬ 
try as are already established. If the new demand from America for the 
products of Spanish lalwr did not prcxluce a revival of industry, the fart 
would prove that such a revival is impossible under the mrwt favoraljle 
circumstances. But there is no reason to suppose that this is the case. 
Skill and lalxir enough still remain in this country to afford an ample basis 
for improvement and future progress. The demand from the colonies would 
operate in the first instance upon such prcxlucis as now present themselves, 
and which, though chiefly agricultural, are not of the growth of America. 
The wines and fruits of the Southern provinces of the Kingdom, and the 
manufactures of the eastern, would be sought with avidity by communities 
whose tastes have l>een formed to them by long and hereditary usage. The 
transportation of these and other articles would employ the navigation of 
Biscay and Galicia, diffuse life through the seafKirts and give at once a whole¬ 
some spring to the circulation of the whole btxly fxjlitic. Such wtmid l)e the 
first effects of this new situation, but its Ijenefits would not end here. The 
profits resulting from the first impulse thus given to labor, would augment 
the capital in the hands of the interprising classes of the community and 
would lead to the extension of all the existing branches of industry, to the 
establishment of new ones and in general to the full development of the 
resources of this naturally rich and favored kingdom. Foreign capital, if 
wantetl, would take this direction. For every branch of industry thus 
established or extended, Ijesides the large and increasing home demand, 
would l>e o{H‘ned the vast market of the colonies, where the population, 
already so extensive, will probably increase with great rapidity, and require 
fresh and still augmented supplies; faster even than the augmenteti labor 
and enterprise of the Mother country would be able to furnish them. Under 
these circumstances every thing at home must necessarily flourish. The 
Agricultural products which now constitute the chief wealth of Sfxtin, would 
be obtained in larger quantities and in higher degrees of perfection. Manu¬ 
facture would be founded or enlarged and improvetl. The cotton fabricks 
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would no longer be driven out of the home market, by contraband foreign 
articles, but after supplying the demand of Spain would enter into competi¬ 
tion through all the American States, with those of other countries and 
probably be preferred. The excellent wool of Castile and the silk of Valen¬ 
cia would no longer be exported and wrought up abroad, but would give 
employment and profit to millions of industrious hands at home. The mines 
that have been so long neglected would be explored to furnish materials for 
constructing the machinery necessary for these productive labors. New 
branches of industry, now entirely unknown in the country would spring up 
under the operation of this prodigious stimulus. Population would increase 
with rapidity and all classes would nevertheless enjoy a full share of the 
comforts of life. New communications by roads and canals would be 
opened, navigation and commerce would wear an entirely different appear¬ 
ance, The value of land and labor would rise in proportion. The ancient 
cities that are now deserted and decaying would again swarm with crowds of 
busy inhabitants. The waste lands would be bought into cultivation and 
a new life would animate the whole body politic. 

Such would be the economical effect upon the Mother country of the 
establishment of friendly relations with the colonies. It is hardly necessary 
to add that corresponding advantages would result as respects the facility 
of administering the Government and the general political situation of the 
Kingdom. The secret cause of the power and influence of States, must be 
looked for in the industry and happiness of the individuals that compose 
them, as these in turn are the effects of wise laws and a just administration. 
Where the people are idle and of course poor and wretched, the Government 
by a necessary consequence is unprovided with resources and the State 
politically weak. Where the people are industrious wealthy and contented, 
the Government is also rich and powerful and the state politically strong. 
Under the change of circumstances which I have supposed, Spain, instead 
of finding it difficult to collect a revenue large enough to cover half the an¬ 
nual expenses, reduced to the lowest possible scale, would be one of the 
wealthiest Governments in Europe. It is intimated by the treasurer Gen¬ 
eral in the above extract from his report, that the supplies anciently received 
from the colonies amounted annually to more than a hundred and sixty 
millions of reals. If this sum was then the measure of their value to the 
crown computed in money, it is certain that they would be worth much 
more in a state of independence. The immense revenue that might be 
derived from a free trade with the Colonies may be conjectured by observing 
what has actually occurred in England, The duties collected at the custom 
House in Liverpool in the year 1780, amounted to about £80,000. In the 
year 1823 they had risen to £1,801,402, and had thus increased twenty fold. 
It is well known that the augmentation in the trade of Liverpool, has been 
occasioned almost entirely by the separation of the United States from Eng- 


2092 


PART Xm: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 


land. If the receipts at the Custom House at Cadiz before the present 
troubles were a hundred million reals and we suppose them to increase only 
as fast as those of Liverpool under the influence of a much more [lowerful 
stimulating cause (since the population of the Spanish Colonies is now alm^t 
five times as large as was that of the United States at the close of the Revolu¬ 
tionary War) even on this very moderate supposition they would amount 
forty years hence, to about two milliards of Reals, and would present a pro¬ 
portional increase during the intervening years. A single port would thus 
furnish a sum equal to four times the amount of the whole annual receipti 
of the Kingdom and twice the amount of the whole annual expenses accord¬ 
ing to the present estimates. Such would be the effect upon one branch ol 
the revenue of this powerful cause which would operate at the same time 
with airresponding vigour upon all the others. Nor would the failure of th« 
supplies formerly received in money from the adonies be fell as a loss, sinct 
the islands which would still remain to the crown, under a system of fret 
trade and liberated from the charges of defence would furnish of themselva 
probably a larger sum. The duties collected at the port of Havanna alone 
are said to amount at present to a hundred million reals, and would lie greatl j 
augmented by the opening of commerce with the Main. 

The effect of such vast additional resource as these would soon l>e per 
ceived in every branch of the government. It would shew itself in thi 
augmented majesty and splendor of the throne, in a more vigorous anc 
steady administration of justice, in larger and more efficient military anc 
naval establishments and in an undoubted public credit. The interna 
di^nsions by which the country has lieen long distracted and which haw 
their final origin in its unfortunate eainomical situation would soon disap 
pear. Spain under these new circumstances would l}e quiet at home anc 
rc8|>ectttl abroad. Instead of being attacked by foreigners every ten oi 
twenty years, she would be in a situation to exhibit her own flag when oc 
casion should reciuire on the territory of neighboring and of distant nations 
She would liecome in short what she was destined to be by her geographica 
pcsiitlon and great natural advantages, the leading power in the South o 
Europe. 

Such according to the surest principle strictly applied would be the effect; 
resulting to Spain in the natural progre^ of events from a single wise anc 
generous measure. The probability of their occurrence is confirmed in ever] 
point by the splendid example of England and the United States, to whicl 
I have already alluded and which being parallel in every important circum 
stance must be regarded as decisive and deserves of courm to be cxinsidcrec 
with great attention. It is now just half a century since the declaration o 
the Independence of the United States and about forty three years since th' 
(xmclusion of the peace of England. Previously to that event the respectiv 
positions of the two parties were the same with those of Spain and her anden 
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colonies at present. There was the same feeling of bitterness between them 
occasioned by a long period of mutual exasperation which preceded the war, 
and by the accidents of the war itself. England felt the same reluctance to 
treat with her colonies as sovereign states that is now felt by Spain. Their 
loss was generally viewed as a national misfortune, and many statesmen of 
the day predicted as its consequence the immediate decline and fall of the 
Mother country. Fifty years have since elapsed and where is England now? 
Instead of being ruined by the loss of her colonies she has exhibited since 
that event a developement of power and wealth wholly unparalleled in the 
history of any other country in Europe, and which seems at first view almost 
miraculous. Nay, this very loss of the colonies, from which so much mis¬ 
chief was anticipated, has proved to be a great blessing and has been in fact, 
as is now generally admitted, the principal cause of this prodigious prosper¬ 
ity. The rapid progress of the United States, which would never have 
flourished as they have done while dependent, has exercised a favorable 
reaction on the mother country, and has brought forth the wonders of im¬ 
provements in England which the world has seen. This as I have observed, 
is a thing generally acknowledged and is also susceptible of proof. If we 
look in detail at the recent augmentation of the resources of England, we 
shall find that it has taken place chiefly in branches of industry unknown 
before the separation of the Colonies and growing directly out of that event. 
The principal of them is the manufacture of cotton. The exports of England 
in the year 1787 were valued at about fifteen millions sterling and included 
no cotton fabrics what ever. In 1822 they were valued at about Forty five 
millions sterling, including cotton fabrics to the value of more than twenty 
two. The exports of a country may be considered as an approximative 
though not direct indication of its economical state and considering the 
increase of the exports of England during the interval between these two 
periods, amounting to thirty millions, as a measure of her increase in wealth 
it will appear that three fourths of it have proceeded from the establishment 
of this single branch of industry. Thus far the improvement has been owing 
entirely to the independence of the United States. Before the revolution 
no cotton was produced in the Colonies and very little was manufactured in 
England. In the year 1784, the one following the peace, the first exporta¬ 
tion of this article took place from the United States, and consisted of eight 
bales which were seized on their arrival at Liverpool on suspicion that they 
were not the growth of the country, as it was not known previously that cot¬ 
ton was cultivated there. The necessity of finding some Agricultural prod¬ 
uct with which to furnish the parent Kingdom in exchange for her man¬ 
ufactures soon extended the cultivation of this plant and in the year 1823 
the number of bales of cotton imported at Liverpool from the United States 
amounted to 406,670. The cheapness and abundance with which this valu¬ 
able article was supplied naturally extended the manufacture of it in Eng- 
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land, until, after satisfyinK ah immense demand for home consumption, i 
furnished in 1823 the prodigious quantity for exportation specified above 
Upon every bale of Cotton thus produced in the United States and wrough 
up in England it is calculated that the profits of the labor of England are b 
those of the labor of the United States in the proportion of twenty to one 
Such are the respective advantages resulting to the two parties from th' 
intercourse that naturally grows up between a parent state and its colonies 
and yet the latter have no reason to complain. The cotton planters of thi 
Unitetl States are among the most prosperous and wealthiest classes of th( 
community, and this branch of industry is regarded by all as of the highes 
national importance. 

Such has been to England the value of the increased market for her prod 
ucts prcxluctKl by the indeixmdence of her colonies in this single depart men 
of lafair. In others, such as the wtadlen and Iron manufactures the encour 
agement afforded if not so extensive has been still of great consequence, an< 
as it is generally acknowledgetl, so it appears to be true on a close inspectioi 
that the vast accession of wealth she has exhibited since the American revo 
lution is imrncrliately attributable to that cause and could not have takei 
place without it. With the increase of wealth the population has lieei 
douliled and the comforts of life have been diffused through all classes 
('ultivation has been extended, roads and canals constructed or improved 
and the face of the country in a manner entirely changed. The Ciovemmen 
has found its resources augmented in the same proportion, has risen fron 
the rank of a secondary, to that of a leading European power, has sustainet 
a war of thirty yeara against a mtwt formidable combination of the Con 
tinental litates, atiendetl with expenses before unheard of, to the amount ii 
one year of thirteen milliartlsof Reals; and notwithstanding this astonishini 
destruction of [irociuctive capital has still maintained its credit and remain 
one of the wealthiest, most powerful and most prosperous nations on th( 
globe. 

Such or similar to these, would be the advantages derivetl by Spain fron 
the indeiK'ndence of her C'olonies. The two cases are paralel nor can an; 
goorl reason lx* given why the results should not be the same. It may b 
said indeetl that Iiecause Spain is at present inferior in the perfection of he 
fabrics to some other countries, the new demand from the Colonies, woult 
direct itself towanls the latter, especially as commercial relations are alread; 
establisherl with England, France and the United States. But those wh< 
draw this ainclusion have not sufficiently considered the Influence of a com 
munity of origin, language, religion and manners in determining the inter 
course among men. Similar predictions were made at the time in regard t< 
the direction which would be taken, by the commerce of the United State 
after their separation from England. They had received from France th< 
most important aid in the Revolutionary War; and France was at that timi 
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a nation much richer than England, not only in natural products, as she is 
now, but even in those of art, A close commercial relation had been estab¬ 
lished by the political alliance that existed during the war, and it was antic¬ 
ipated that after the peace, the trade of the United States with France would 
be much more considerable than that with England. No sooner however 
were the restrictions on the intercourse with the Mother country removed by 
the conclusion of peace, than the commerce of the United States returned 
into the old channels, from which it had been diverted for several years, and 
has continued ever since to take this direction. The trade with France, 
notwithstanding the superior advantages of it in an economical point of 
view, never flourished to any great extent; and the exports to that country 
have never been more than a fourth or fifth of those to Bmgland. 

In like manner the trade of the Spanish Colonies would immediately take 
the direction of Spain as far as the Agricultural and manufacturing industry 
of the Kingdom is now capable of supplying their wants and in proportion 
as the resources of the Peninsula were developed under the operation of this 
beneficial intercourse, the trade would continue more and more to increase, 
bringing with it the favorable effects that I have already described. 

Such, my Lord Duke, are the grounds upon which the Government of the 
United States have formed their opinion upon this subject, and the rciisons 
by which they have been induced to recommend to H. M,’s Government the 
policy of a general pacification. If the facts I have stated are in any way 
correct, it results from the whole, that the recovery of the colonies is impos¬ 
sible, either by actual force, by the effects of internal dissensions, or by the 
aid of foreign powers: that the continuance of the war is attended with great 
inconveniences, among which must be reckoned, at no distant period, the 
loss of the islands; and that peace, besides the ordinary blessings which it 
always carries with it, would in this case administer immediate relief to the 
financial embarrassments of the Government and by its ultimate conse¬ 
quences restore the prosperity and greatness of the Kingdom. Deeply im¬ 
pressed with this view of the subject the Government of the United States 
have considered it an act of real friendship and duty to communicate their 
sentiments to H. C. M. and they cannot but hope that the communication 
will not be without effect. I have only to add that the efficacy of the meas¬ 
ures recommended, both in removing the evil and in producing positive 
good, depends very much upon its being adopted immediately. Should the 
peace be delayed a single year it will in all probability be too late to save the 
islands* Should the acknowledgement of the independence of the colonies be 
deferred until it becomes a mere matter of form, it can hardly be presumed 
that they will be willing to purchase it by any great sacrifices, and it will not 
in that case bring relief to the finances. Finally if the trade of America is 
permitted to flow for too long a time in foreign channels it is at least un¬ 
certain, whether it will ever return to the Mother Country. What is to be 
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done should on every account be done quickly. If it should be thought by 
H. M.'s Government, that the good offices of that of the United States would 
be of use in bringing about an accommodation on the basis indicated in the 
present note, they will be employed with great readiness and pleasure; and 
I should be truly happy to contribute in any way by my personal services 
in effecting so great and benevolent an object. 

Of the glorious actions achieved under the patronage of the Sovereigns of 
SfKiin predecessors of H. M. the greatest beyond a doubt was the enterprise 
of Christopher Columbus. The discovery and settlement of an unknown 
world, the foundation of a brotherhood of new nations, the diffusion of the 
noble Castilian language and with it of the lights of civilization and Chris¬ 
tianity over a whole quarter of the globe; these were the results of the en¬ 
lightened policy of Ferdinand the Catholic and his celebrated Queen. It hat 
been reserved for his present Majesty to put the last finish to this great work 
by a measure that shall at once confirm the prosperity of Spanish America 
and restore the splendor and greatness of Spain. Seldom has it been in the 
power of any monarch or any Government to effect by a single act, so much 
gcKHl, as would result from this. May C»od, in his providence incline the 
King's heart to perform it. 

I pray Your Excellency to submit this communication to the consideration 
of H. Majesty and avail my self of this occasion [etc.]. 


AUxander //. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to the Duke del Infan- 
lado, First Secretary of State of Spain ‘ 

(T*ANSt.ATIONl 

Confidential. Mauriu, January 26,1826. 

Sir: 1 have the honour to inform you that I received to day letters from 
New York of Deer, aiat which report on the authority of a letter from the 
Consul of the United Statai at Buenmi Ayres of Ocf. 25, that just before 
that date a serious and decisive action had taken place between the troops 
of Buenos Ayres and those of the Kmperour of Brazil to the number of about 
two thousand on each side, which terminated in favour of the former. In 
consequence of this affair the Brazilians were besieged in Montevideo and 
the troo^ of Buenos Ayrefs occupied the whole of the Banda. 

The same letters state that the fleet intended to act against the island ol 
Cuba will probably rendezvous there sooner than was expected. It wat 

• MS. Disimtehes from Spain, XXV, enclosed In Everett to Clay, January 37, 1816 
which see below, pt. xm, doc. 1 143. 
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thought that the Colombian squadron alone, would be sufficient to establish 
a complete blockade of all the ports independently of the Mexican fleet 
which became disposable by the surrender of San Juan de Ulloa. Y. E. 
has probably seen in the newspapers the statement of the arrival at Car- 
thagena of the ships purchased at Carlscrona by the Colombians. 

All these circumstances seem to increase the necessity of adopting some 
new system of policy in regard to America. I am assured that this subject 
was taken up in the Council the day before yesterday, and that Y. K. as well 
as the R. F. Cyrilo de Alameda, was in favor of an Armistice. This fact, if 
true, would be a source of high gratification to the friends of Spain and of 
humanity, since the opinion of the two leading members of the Council could 
hardly fail to carry with it very soon, the votes of all the rest. If an armi¬ 
stice should be decided on, it would be very important that the proposition 
should be made in such a form, that it would be considered equivalent to 
an acknowlegement of the independence of the new Governments; otherwise 
in the present state of the preparations for an attack on Cuba, it would 
probably not be accepted; and the King would not only have the mortifica¬ 
tion of seeing it refused, but would lose two or three months at this critical 
moment when every day brings with it, new events of high importance. 

Permit me [etc.]. 


1143 

Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Madrid, January 27, 1826. 

Sir: The first news of the surrender of St. Juan de Ulloa was received here 
on the 20th by one of our vessels which was chartered at the Havana for the 
purpose of conveying it to Cadiz. It seems to have made a good deal of im¬ 
pression upon the Govt. They had hitherto entertained the intention of 
equipping another expedition against Mexico and cherished some hopes, 
however chimerical, of success. The loss of this fortress must destroy even 
in their view, the least chance which they may have supposed to be yet left 
of doing something in that quarter. It is understood that Gen*. Vives sent 
home by the same vessel that brought this intelligence a small supply of 
money (some say 12,000 dollars) requesting that it might be employed in 
expediting the equipment of the vessels destined for his aid; and assuring the 
Gov‘. at the same time that without powerful reinforcements he should not 
be able to hold out long. The ship of the line Guerrero or Nuevo Conquis¬ 
tador de America, now in the port of Cadiz is nearly ready to sail: but it seems 

MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 
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by the last accounts from that place tliat her crew deserted just as they were 
on the point of being embarked. The authorities are now endeavouring to 
collect a new crew to take the place of the other. This circumstance must 
necessarily delay the departure of the vessel and is but a poor omen of the 
success that was promised by her sounding title. There can be very little 
doubt that if she now wiils, she will steer at once for the station of the com¬ 
bined American squadron. 

I obtained through our Consul at Cadiz information of the fall of St. Juan 
de I'lloa, the same day on which the official notice was receival here by the 
Govt. My note on the subject of the acknowledgement of the a)Umie 8 was 
just ready, and thinking the moment a favorable one, I sent it in the same 
evening. The next day I had occasion to call upon the Duke del Infantado, 
and he mentioned to me that he had received and looked it over, although he 
had not had time to give it a thorough examination. I am not without hopes 
that it may make some impression upon him. I shall endeavour to send a 
copy with my next despatches.^ 

The subject of America was the first taken up in the Council of Slate, and 
some profKjsitions were made in regard to it, at the two meetings immediately 
succeeding the first formal one. Their purport is said to have Imen to 
recommend the policy of rcrlucing the colonies by gentle means, and particu¬ 
larly the ifmuing of a proclamation. The King was not present on either of 
these occasions. On Tueswlay the 24lh another meeting was held at which 
the King was present and this subject was discussed again. The accounts 
vary a little as tt> the precise nature of the proceedings. I have heard from 
two ri'siK'ctablc quarters that the Duke del Infantado himself proposed an 
armistice with the American Stales, that he was supported by Father Cyrilo 
dc Alameda, (ieneral of the Cordeliers, who is the oracle of the clergy and of 
course of flic Council; that the rest were all against it and that the Duke 
finding this to lie the case, proposed adjourning the subject to a future 
occasion and conferring upon it in the meantime more particularly with the 
King. Other authorities equally resjxictable say that the proposition was 
not made by the Duke, but by some other person and do not mention that it 
was Hupporteri by Father Cyrilo. They also say that it was rejected by a 
full and general acclamation. They add however with the others that the 
matter terminated by the Duke's proposing to confer anew upon the subject 
with the King: and this circumstance, in which all agree, seems to suppose 
that he himself is in favour of the measure whether he proposed it or not. It 
is also agreed by all that the King said nothing while he was prwent and 
retired at one o'clock for the purpose of dining. The mere proposition of 
an armistice, however ill received, is a much larger step than has ever been 
taken liefore towards a reasonable aiurse of policy, and if, as there seems 
pretty gmsi room to suppose, the Duke and Father Cyril are really decided 
in favor of peace, it will probably be airried. 

‘ See afsive, pt. Xtii, clew. 1141, Everett to Duke del InFantado, January ao, i8a6. 


I received yesterday, the 26th, mtormation irom New York ot the victory 
gained in October by the troops of Buenos Ayres over those of Brazil in the 
Banda Oriental, and considering that every additional circumstance might 
be of some importance at this precise moment when the subject of America 
is pending in the Council I communicated the intelligence to the Duke in a 
private note which I sent to him last evening and of which I enclose herewith 
a copy and translation*^ 

Contrary to the general expectation the controversy respecting the suc¬ 
cession to the throne of Russia, which does not appear to have been from the 
beginning quite so amicable as was at first supposed, has terminated not 
without bloodshed, in favour of Nicolas* The Russian Minister here was 
under some apprehension, as I have intimated before, that he should not be 
retained; but has received already assurances that his new letters of credence 
will be shortly transmitted. I enclose herewith a copy and translation of a 
curious private note addressed to him by the Secretary to the Pope's Nuncio. 
I believe that I have before alluded to this letter, and the subject of it is 
sufficiently explained by its contents. It is filled as you will perceive from 
one end to the other with expressions of respect, esteem and veneraiioUt but 
passes here for a piece of fine irony and concealed abuse. 

I have the honour [etc.], 

P. S. I had heard but forgot to mention in the above account of the pro¬ 
ceedings in the Council of State on the subject of America, that it was agreed 
to ascertain before the matter should be taken up again, by consultation 
with the Foreign Ministers (of the Alliance of course) whether they were 
disposed to lend any aid in reducing the Colonies. Since writing the above 
I have been informed that on the evening after the meeting of the Council 
the PVench Ambassador was invited to give his opinion: but refused. 

It is also said that at a subsequent meeting of the Council of State a rej>ort 
was received from the Council of Castile recommending the augmentation of 
the number of the Royalist volunteers, the suppression of the present 
System of Police, and the establishment of the Inquisition as a substitute, 
and that this recognition, whether that of the preceding day, was received 
with general approbation. 

'■ See above, pt. xin, doc. 1142, Everett to Duke del Infaatado, January 26, 1826. 
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Alexander 11 . Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United Slates ‘ 

Madrid, February j, 1826. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the note* which I 
lately addressed to the Duke del Infantado, on the subject of America. I 
have communicated it in confidence to some of the members of the diplo¬ 
matic body here, and propose to send copies to the Ministers of the U. S. at 
Paris, London & St. Petersburgh. 

The Austrian Minister informed me upon this occasion that he had himself 
made a written overture to this Oovt. upon the same subject, as long ago as 
last May, in which he insisted on the great probability of the loss of Cuba, 
should the war be continuetl, and offered the mediation of his Govt, and their 
good offices with that of England in attempting to bring about a {leace. 
Russia seems to be the only foreign ptiwer that has used its influence here in 
such a way as to favor the present system. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1145 

Alexander II, Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of Stale of the United States * 

(extracts) 

Madrid, February 8,1826. 

Sir: The great affair of America remains nearly in the same state as when 
I wrote you last. It does not appear that any decision has been adopted in 
the C'ouncil, but according to report the inclination is at present in favor of 
violent, rather than of gentle measures, which were those just proposctl. 
Instead of a proclamation they now, it is said, talk of an expedition of ten or 
fifteen thousand men; but there is no appearance of any preparation for 
carrying the plan into effect. 

I frequently converse with the Duke del Infantado upon the subject and 
generally communicate to him, as soon as I receive it, my intelligence from 
America which is, in most cases, the earliest that arrives. I read to him 
yesterday a letter from Cartagena, under date of the as** of October, pub¬ 
lished in the New York American of Dec', 20, and giving more ample details 
than had been made known before in any other quarter, respecting the force 

' MS, Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 

• See above, pt. xni, doc. uai, Everett to Duke del Infantado, January 20, i8a6, 

* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 
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of the expedition intended against Cuba.—After this I had a good deal of 
conversation with him on American affairs in general; and he expressed 
himself, although with caution, in such a way as to satisfy me that his own 
inclinations are now in favor of immediate peace. I asked him in the course 
of the interview, whether he thought that the King was himself very strongly 
prejudiced against it, to which he replied in the negative; saying that the 
King personally took but little interest in the matter. It would seem there¬ 
fore that the real difficulty is, in the first place, the apathy and insouciance 
which most of the principal persons in the Gov*, probably share with H. M. 
in regard to this subject; and secondly the unwillingness of the few, if there 
be any, who feel its importance, to commit themselves by mentioning it, and 
pressing it upon the King’s attention. They think, perhaps with great 
justice, that an exhibition of any warmth in favor of peace with the colonies 
would immediately be employed by some rival coterie as a means of intrigu¬ 
ing against them and destroying their credit. These suggestions however 
are not supported by any thing that fell from the Duke yesterday. It had 
occurred to me that as none of his courtiers or counsellors are willing to speak 
to the King upon the subject, it might perhaps have a good effect if one of the 
foreign Ministers were to undertake it, and I told the Duke upon this oc¬ 
casion, that if in his opinion it would be of use, I would do it with pleasure. 
The proposition did not appear at first to strike him very agreeably; I told 
him however, that the thing was in itself a matter of entire indifference to me 
personally, and that I should only think of doing it, so far as it might be 
agreeable to him, or as he might think it likely to promote any views which 
he might himself entertain upon the subject, I then suggested to him that it 
might perhaps be of use if I were to present a short memoir to the King upon 
the single point of the great inconvenience and danger of delay in this 
matter. This suggestion appeared to please him and I then told him that I 
would in the course of a day or two, prepare such a memoir and read it to him 
and that if he then thought it would be useful for me to present it myself to 
the King, I should be very ready to do it. I accordingly wrote this morning 
a short French note of three pages, confined entirely to the point alluded to, 
and shall communicate it to the Duke tomorrow. I have not time to prepare 
a copy to accompany this despatch, but shall send one with my next. 

. . . Soon after the news arrived of the fall of St John de Ultia and 

the preparations for an immediate attack on Cuba, I took an opportunity to 
converse with him anew upon these points, and stated to him as strongly as 
I could, how much it was for the interest of Spain considering the critical 
situation of the island, to place her relations with the United States in every 
respect upon a fair and equitable footing. I presented this consideration to 
him under diverse points of view and illustrated my remarks by references to 
past incidents in the history of the two countries. He was finally very 
strongly impressed with the importance of this suggestion, and assured me 
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that he would immediately bring these affairs before the Council of State, and 
have them carried thro' with as little delay as possible. . . . 

After I had written the above yesterday, the British Minister called upon 
me for the purpose of talking upon the subject of America. He said that he 
had lately conversed anew with the Duke upon that business, and that it 
ap{>eared to him, as it did to me, that the inclinations of that Minister were 
now favorable to peace. He added that he should not lie surprised if an 
overture were made immediately to the French Ambassador, himself and me 
to undertake to convey propositions to the Americana. I do not find how¬ 
ever that he had any authority for the expectation except the indications of 
a favorable disposition in the Duke, and the obvious expediency of doing 
what is to be done without delay. He has a Courier in readiness to set off to 
night (by whom I shall send my despatches) but said that he should detain 
him if any thing of importance occurred, in which case I shall also give you 
notice. 

Since my arrival here, Mr. Lamb has in general exerted himself very little 
in favor of the Americans; but seeing that I was more active in the business, 
and that the progreiw of events was giving great weight to any intercession 
of this kind, he probably thought that something might grow out of it, and 
that in that case it would be politic for his (lovt. not to ap{>ear indifferent 
upon the occasion. These are my conjectures as to the motives of his in- 
creastxl interest. The fact however is certain, as I have it from himself, that 
he lately wrote to his Clovt. for fresh instructions. A courier arriveil with 
despatches for him last week, and it was HupiK)sed in the corps that they 
related to America. I inquired of him yesterday whether he had received 
any fresh instructions, to which he replied that he had not and that his Clovt. 
had not even noticed his request: but that he interpreted this silence in 
connexion with his general instructions into an authorization to take any 
measures which he might think proper tending towards a pacification. This 
I have no doubt is the true state of the case. Under this authorization he 
has l>een, since the arrival of the Courier, endeavoring to concert measures 
with the French Ambassador for the purpose of offering a joint mediation, 
intending also to include me in it as a third party. The Ambassador 
professes to have no instructions to this effect, and will do nothing and pro¬ 
pose nothing until he receives an invitation from the Duke: Mr. Lamb has 
accordingly, as I presume, altho' he did not say this to me expressly, advised 
the Duke to addrciw to us three a proposition to undertake a mediation; and 
this being the case his expectations of receiving an overture on the subject 
from day to day are founded on what he thinks the probability that this 
proposition will lie accepted. 

I doubt much however myself whether this Govt, make any profxjsition of 
the kind. They detest the English, and have no very cordial feelings at 
present towards the French, who, as they also know, have little or no weight 
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in South America. If they decide upon peace, which is very uncertain, I 
should think it much more probable that they would recur to the mediation 
of the United States alone than to that of any other power or powers. I 
shall see the Duke today for the purpose of communicating to him the 
memoir alluded to above, and if there is any thing intended similar to what 
Mr. L. supposes, I shall probably hear of it, and in that case will add a 
Postscript to this dispatch. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. I met the Duke today, and have reason to suppose that the opinions 
above expressed in regard to Mr. L's. proceedings are correct. He sends off 
his Courier tonight without any overture; and he told me himself today that 
he had seen the Duke but had heard little or nothing from him. I gave my 
Memoir to the Duke who is to read it and see me again upon the subject 
tomorrow or the next day. 


1146 

Alexander H. Everelt, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Sectary 

of State of the United States ‘ 

Madrid, February 13, x8s6. 

Sir: I added in a postscript to one of the copies of my last despatch’ a 
brief notice of the result of my conversation with the Duke del Infantado and 
the British Minister, on the day when it was written, but was prevented by 
want of time from entering into any details. The object of my visit to the 
Duke, was, as you will recollect, to communicate to him a short Memoir 
which I had prepared upon the single point of the danger of any further 
delay in recognizing the Colonies, with the intention, if he should think it 
proper, of presenting it myself to the King. I found the Duke just preparing 
to go to the King for the purpose of accompanying him to the Pardo, where 
the Family were to go on that day, in order to take up their abode for two or 
three months. He was of course, not at leisure for conversation, but 
requested me to leave the memoir with him and to call again the day after. 

In the course of the morning the British Minister called upon me to know 
what had passed, as I had informed him previously that I expected to see the 
Duke upon this business. He had been with him himself upon other affairs, 
but had taken occasion to mention the subject of America. In regard to 
this matter the Duke had told him that he was collecting all the information 
he could procure and intended to give the question a full and mature con- 

‘ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 

* See above, pt. Xiii, doc. 1145, Everett to Clay, February 8, 1826. 
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sideration and to submit it to the Council of State. If this account of their 
conversation be correct and I have no reason to suppose it otherwise, it is 
evident that Mr. I-amb ‘8 expectation of an immediate overture had, as I 
intimated in my last despatch no specific foundation. Believing however 
that there was now a disposition in this Covt. to adopt a new course in 
regard to the colonies which might very probably terminate in an invitation 
to some of the Ministers of the Neutral powers to employ their good offices, 
I thought it right, to be, as far as fxissible, in readiness for such an event, and 
accordingly wrote by the English Courier to Mr. King, informing him of the 
present state of the affair and requesting him to ascertain whether the 
Ministers of the Spanish American States at London, are invested with 
jKiwers to treat for fwace. 

Mr. I.amb said among.st other things that from what the Duke told him 
he was inclined to think that there was a disposition to employ the mediation 
of the Holy Alliance, as well as that of the Maritime powers, and that, if that 
were the case, his Covt. would have nothing to do with the matter. On this 
fwint however he necessarily speaks without authority, and very probably 
does not express the views of the British Cabinet. I told him tliat the II, S. 
woidd have no objection to act in concert with Ru-ssia or any other European 
Power in promoting the general object of peace, always reserving to them¬ 
selves tlu* e.xfiression of their own opinion upon every subject that might 
come under consideration, and the right of withdrawing from the mediation 
if any principles should be adopted by the other {Mwers in which they could 
not concur. I agrecnl with Mr. I.amb however in the opinion that an at¬ 
tempt to obtain the good offices of all the great powers would l>e imfKilitic at 
the present moment on the part of the Spanish Covt. as it would necessarily 
product; a delay of at least three or four months and endanger very much the 
preservation of the islands. 

Upon the following day I called again upon the Duke agreeably to his 
request. He began the conversation by telling me that neither the King 
nor himself, were satisfied with the justice of all the remarks cxmtained in my 
Memoir, that in parlicmlar they did not believe in the probability of an 
attack on the Balearic islands, or an invasion of the Peninsula, but that there 
was certainly much force in what I had stated in regard to Cuba and Puerto 
Rico. I told him that it was not my intention, as he must have perceived, to 
attach any great importance to the other remarks and that the situation of 
the West Indian Islands was the point of peculiar urgency. He said that he 
had himself translated the Memoir into Spanish, for the purpose probably of 
laying it before the Council, and he then took the translation out of a 
Portfolio for the purpose of consulting me upon the sense of some passages. 
He said that he had communicated the original to the King and that he did 
not think there would be any advantage in my presenting it to him in person; 
that it would be taken into consideration by the Council in connexion with 
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the Other note and with the information of all kinds which the Govt, possessed 
upon the subject; and that a decision would be formed upon a view of the 
whole. Finding that the Duke did not appear to wish that I should speak 
to the King, I of course acquiesced with perfect readiness in his desire. I am 
inclined to think indeed, from his own evident feelings in regard to the 
general question, and from what he said to me at our last interview respect¬ 
ing the King’s personal disposition, that, as between them, the matter is 
settled, and that the only thing now remaining to 1^6 done, is to make the 
necessary preparations in the Councils of State and of Ministers for the 
publication of their decision. In this case any measure intended to bear 
upon the King in person would of course be superfluous. I would not be 
understood however to speak with great confidence upon this head, as the 
Duke may very probably colour more or less, every thing that he says to me 
upon the subject. 

In the course of the interview, I conversed with him a good deal upon the 
form of the mediation & the persons to whom the first proposals should be 
made, both which subjects he introduced himself. He appeared to think 
that it would be expedient for the King to consult his allies in Europe and to 
obtain If possible, a guarantee from them of the Island of Cuba and he asked 
me at the same lime whether the U. Stales would be willing to join in such a 
guarantee. I told him that I doubted very much whether they would, and 
that positive guarantees of this description were after all of no great value, 
oeing always at the mercy of any new political combination; that the only 
valuable guarantee was that of the force of circumstances, which, as it ap¬ 
peared to me, would operate in favor of the preservation of the islands. I 
told him however that altho’ I did not believe the U. S. would enter into a 
positive guarantee of the islands, which if faithfully observed, would expose 
them to the risk of war, they were nevertheless very well satisfied that these 
x> 8 session 8 should remtun to the Spanish Govt, at the peace, and would 
rather see them in the hands of H. M. than in those of any other foreigpi 
sower whatever; that in fact one of their motives for desiring the immediate 
:onclu 8 ion of peace between the King and his Colonies was, that a further 
:ontinuance of the war and a removal of the theatre of it to this island, 
night and would in all probability lead to occurrences of a very unpleasant 
:haracter, which might ultimately endanger the tranquillity of the U. S. Sc 
vhich at all events, they were extremely anxious to avoid. I then told him 
n regard to the mediation of the great powers of Europe, that in my opinion 
in attempt to procure it at the present moment would necessarily be produc- 
:ive of delay, which was what the Spanish Govt, should on all accounts 
iesire to avoid, and that in this stage of the business, I did not perceive 
bat their intervention could be of any use as they had little or no influence 
vith the Colonial Govt., that the Govt, of the U. S. had more weight in that 
juarter than any other Power and that their good offices might be had with- 
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out any delay whatever as I considered myself authorized by my instructioni 
to offer them as I had in fact done in my note of the 20th ‘ ulto. and was noR 
ready to take any step which he might think expedient for carrying this offei 
into effect. I told him however that the opinion I had expressed against thi 
policy of attempting to obtain the mediation of all the great powers of Europ< 
did not arise from any disinclination in my Govt, to act on this occasion ii 
conjunction with those powers, but was founded simply on the danger of delay 
that far from feeling any such disinclination, the U. S., as he was already 
informed, had proposed to the Emperor of Russia and to the Kings of Frano 
and England to employ their good offices in concert with the President ii 
endeavoring to bring about a peace. As to the quarter in which the firs 
proposition should be made, I told him that the Govts, of Colombia ant 
Mexico appeared to be on all accounts the leading powers and that, as thei 
Ministers might be in attendance at the Congress of Panama, at the timi 
when the proposals would arrive in America, they should naturally b 
carried at once to them, Notwitlistanding the evident expediency 0 
avoiding any thing that would tend to delay, I think that the Duke seem 
inclined not to act without the concert of all the great Powers. In regard t( 
the other fwint, viz,, the Powers to whom the first proposition should b 
transmitted, he did not appear to have any fixed notions of his own. Reflect 
ing after I left him, upon what had passed between us, I thought that i 
might Ire of service to give him in writing a summary of the observations 
had made, and accordingly addressed to him last evening a confidential not' 
to this effect. 

The British Minister called upon me again last evening to talk upon thi 
business. He repeated in very strong terms his intention not to act in con 
cert with the Holy Alliance, but admitted that he had no precise instruction 
to the contrary from his Govt. He said he was informed that within a fm 
days the Russian Minister had communicated with the Duke upon thi 
subject, but he did not exactly know what had passed. Some time before 
presented my Note of the aoth ulto.‘ I consulted Mr. d’Oubril respeclin: 
it, and he was then of opinion that it would be inexpedient to make a com 
munication of that kind. Finding that his views on this question wer 
essentially different from mine I have not thought it worth while since tha 
time to converse much with him about it, and as he has retired from compan; 
since the Emperor's death, I have had but little opportunity to becom 
acquainted with his movements, I propose however to call upon him toda; 
or tomorrow and if anything of interest results from the interview, 1 shal 
inform you of it in my next despatches. 

I have the honor (etc.j. 

‘Seeabove, pt. xni, doc. 1141. 
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1147 

T'he Dtike del Infantado, First Secretary of State of Spain, to Alexander H* 
Everett, United States Minister to Spain ^ 

The Pardo, February 14, 1826, 

Sir : I have read with the attention due to the delicacy of the subject the 
communication herewith transmitted, made by you under date of the 20 th 

UlltO.2 

In order to make the proper use of this long and important document, it is 
necessary that it should be translated into Spanish; and while there would be 
some difficulty in having the version performed in my office on account of 
the great pressure of business on the department, it would also be impossible 
to commit a paper of a character so entirely private and confidential to the 
hands of a common interpreter. If therefore you think it important that 
this communication should have its due weight with H. M’s. Govt, you 
would oblige me by sending me a translation of it; by which means you will 
be able to assure yourself that the version of this very delicate and highly 
important memoir is executed with the necessary correctness. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1148 

Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, February 24, 1826. 

Sir : I mentioned at the close of my last despatch^ that I intended to have 
an interview with the Russian Minister for the purpose of conversing with 
him upon the American business. I met him accordingly at his house a few 
days after and we talked the matter over together at great length. I did not 
find him perfectly frank upon every part of the subject, and he evidently 
labors under very erroneous impressions as to the probability or possibility 
of the recovery of the Colonies. 

I told him that as my Govt, had made a formal application to that of 
Russia to act in concert with them in endeavoring to bring the war with the 
Colonies to a close, I thought it proper to communicate to him the steps 

^ MS- Dispatches from Spain, XXV, enclosed in Everett to Clay, February 24, 1826, 
which see below, pt. xm, doc. 1148. 

* See above, pt. xm, doc. 1141. 

3 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 

* See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1146, Everett to Clay, February 13, 1826. 
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which I had taken here in regard to that business, and particularly to inform 
him that I had lately addressed a Memoir^ to the Minister upon the subject 
which I should be glad to submit to his perusal in the hope that his in¬ 
structions might authorize him to give it his support. He said that he had 
understood that I had transmitted such a note and should be very much 
pleased to see it: He then said that he had received no fresh instructions 
upon the subject from his own Ck)vt. and had had but little particular 
communication with this since the last of September when he delivered to 
Mr. Zea copies of the despatch addressed by you to Mr. Middleton* and of 
Count Nesselrode's answer.* He stated at that time to Mr. Zea by order 
of the Emperor, that H. M. did not feel himself at liberty to interfere in the 
business without an invitation from the King; but that he should always be 
ready, upon such invitation being given, to offer his advice and to employ 
his goo<l offices. Since that time Mr. d'Oubril observed he had been in 
constant expectation of seeing (receiving) some communication from this 
Govt, and was surprised that none had yet been made. He did not consider 
himself authorized by his instructions to advise a pacification upon the terms 
of an acknowledgement of the independence of the Colonies or in fact to 
recommend any precise course of proceeding; but he had often taken oc¬ 
casion, especially since the fall of St. Juan de Ultia, and the apparent danger 
of the West Indian Islands, to recommend very earnestly that this subject 
should be taken up and that something should be done. This and this only 
was the import of what he had said to the Minister upon the subject. 

He did not appear willing to explain himself fully as to the terms upon 
which he thought that an arrangement might be made with the colonies. 
The basis of an acknowledgment of their independence was not, he thought, 
the only one practicable: but when I requested him to point out what means 
there now were at the disposition of Spain, which afforded the slightest 
prospect of a restoration of the King's authority, he replied that he did not 
feel himself at liberty to enter into much detail respecting them until the 
Emperor's mediation should be officially requested; that in such an event he 
should be prepared to propose certain measures which he considered might 
be efficient. These measures, of which Mr. d’Oubril thinks proper to make 
a mystery, could of o^urse be no other than an offer of mediation by the 
Emperor on a basis similar to the one contemplated by Great Britain in her 
proposal of last year, that Spain should recognize the Colonies as independent 
States on condition that they should adopt a Monarchical Govt, under 
Princes of the Bourbon family. If these ideas were then found impracticable 
even under the mediation of England it is perfectly evident that they are still 
more so at present, when England would probably no longer ena)urage them, 
and when the United States would certainly use all their influence against 

‘See above, pt. xut, doc. 1141, Everett to Duke del Infantado, January 30,1826. 

•See above, pt. 1, doc. 141, Clay to Middleton, May to, iSaj. 

• See above, pt. xii, doc. 1025, Neaeelrode to Middleton, August ao, 1825. 
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XI. Such however appears to be the project of Mr. d’Oubril. He is also 
/ persuaded that the Colonies are in a wholly unsettled state; that their 
icnt forms of Govt, are revolutionary and may be expected from one 
r to another either to crumble to pieces or to be forcibly overthrown by 
e successful military chieftain; and that the result of such a catastrophe 
Jd be the restoration of the King’s authority. He appears to found these 
lions principally upon the sort of analogy which he supposes to exist 
veen the present revolution in the Colonies & those that have lately 
irred in Europe. It is easy to reply, as I have done repeatedly in con- 
jation with him, that the analogy is evidently much more direct and 
nger with our revolution, the results of which were entirely different, 
teness compels him to answer this by complimenting the character of our 
ulation at the expense of that of the Spanish Colonies; but I suppose he 
iks at bottom that we are also going rather more slowly through the same 
xlutionary process, and shall finally settle down again, at the end of it, 
er the protection of England. 

[e admitted that the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico were now in the most 
linent danger, and his ideas upon this subject did not appear to differ 
:erially from mine; but he still seemed to think that it was not necessary 
►rder to save them to proceed to an immediate recognition. He must 
-efore of course suppose that his favorite proposal of Monarchy and a 
ice from Europe would be sufficiently seducing to the Colonies to make 
m not only change all their present institutions but even surrender the 
ads after they shall have come into their possession; for they must neces- 
ly fall even according to Mr d^Oubril’s views, before any such plan of 
Lfication as that which he contemplates could be carried into effect, 
ly object in seeking a conversation with the Russian Minister was rather 
atisfy myself what his views now are in regard to this subject than to at- 
pt to change them. Notwithstanding his positive and repeated assertion 
b he had suggested nothing to this Govt, except the expediency of taking 
subject at once into serious consideration, I am induced to think with Mr. 
nb, from the whole tenor of his conversation that he encourages them in 
trd to the probability of recovering the Colonies or at least of retaining an 
aence over them in one way or another. In fact, it is next to impossible 
t with his opinions he can converse with the Duke at all upon the subject 
Tout producing upon him an effect of that kind. The next morning after 
conversation I sent to Mr d’Oubril a copy of my note of the 20th .—K 
or two after I called upon him upon other business, and he then told me 
b he had ordered an abstract of it to be made for his own use, as he does not 
1 English, and a copy to be taken for the information of his Govt. He 
since returned me the original with a billet mentioning that he had trans- 
ted the copy to St. Petersburgh. 

ince I had the honor of writing you last, I have conversed anew with the 
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Duke del Infantado once or twice upon this subject but without any definite 
result, and I am inclined to think that the effect of the first shock produced by 
the fall of St. Juan de Ul(ia and the consequent probable attack on Cuba has 
in part passed away: It may perhaps continue to grow weaker until some 
new success of the Americans shall revive the alarm. The arrival at the 
Havana of the expedition from Ferrol, of which intelligence has lately been 
received, contributed in a degree to quiet the apprehensions of the Govt., and 
there is now less prospect of an immediate decision in favor of peace than 
there was when I last wrote. It is much, however, that a strong favorable 
impression has been made; and it was hardly to be expected that so great a 
measure should be carried thro’ by the first impulse. They will now wait, I 
think, at the risk of losing the islands, to see the further progress of events in 
America. If this should continue favorable to the Colonies through the 
Spring and Summer (as there is every prospect that it will) I am still disposed 
to believe that the present crisis will produce a recognition. Even now the 
Duke continues to talk very fairly; and it is only from his delay in acting at no 
critical a moment that I am inclined to consider him as wavering in his 
opinions. At the first conversation which I had with him after I wrote you 
last he said that it was his intention to collect all the means of information he 
could find and submit them to the deliberate review of the Council; that he 
had read my memoir of the 20th with great attention, but that, as it was in 
English, he could not make use of it either with the King or the Council, and 
that in order to have any effect with them, it must be translated into Spanish; 
that considering the delicacy and importance of the subject it would perhaps 
be more agreeable to me to have a translation made under my own direction 
than to have it done in his office, which was also much pressed with business; 
and that if this were the case, he would be obliged to me to furnish him with 
one as soon as might be convenient. This proposition, while it illustrate 
plainly enough the inefficiency of the Duke's personal character, seems also 
to shew that he is disposed to attach some importance to this communication, 
and was thus far satisfactory to me. I assented of course to his request; and 
the next day he sent me the original with a short note, accompanying it, re¬ 
peating in substance, what he had said the day before of which I enclt^ a 
translation * and copy. I have ordered a translation of the Memoir to be 
made by a very good hand, and shall have it ready in the course of a day or 
two. I have already communicated this paper to Messrs. King and Brown 
and shall avail myself of the next Courier to transmit a copy to Mr. Middle- 
ton. 

The Sicilian Ambassador, Prince Cassaro, who takes a good deal of interest 
on the subject of America and is in some degree acquainted with my proceed¬ 
ings, told me the other day as a great secret that his wife had been informed 
by the Infanta Dona I.x)ui 8 a Carlota (wife of the King's second brother D. 

* See above, pt. xui, doc. 1147, Duke del Infantado to Everett, February 14, l8a6. 
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Francisco and a Sicilian princess) that the other brother and heir apparent 
Don Carlos, is the great obstacle in the way of a pacification, and that he had 
declared in the Council of State, where he presides in the King’s absence, with 
great violence, against any such proceedings. This Prince has long been 
known and recognized as the ostensible leader of the violent and fanatical 
Royalists; and it would therefore appear from this fact that they, as a party, 
are still firm on the subject of America. On the other hand the reputation of 
the Duke del Infantado as a staunch Royalist and confidential organ of the 
clergy stands as clear as that of any man in the Kingdom; and it is quite cer¬ 
tain that his views have, since he came into office, undergone a change. Time 
alone can shew, and the progress of events in America will doubtless deter¬ 
mine, whether prejudice or prudence shall carry the day. 


1149 

Alexander IL Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, March zj, 1826. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation of a plan of an 
expedition against the Colonies which was proposed a few weeks ago to this 
Govt. The author of the scheme is a clergyman, confessor of the Infante 
Don Carlos, and the details were probably digested in concert with this 
Prince. You will judge from their extravagance of the moral and intellectual 
capacities of the persons who enjoy the confidence of the fanatical party. 
The project, before it was submitted to the King, was shown to some of the 
merchants and contractors of this place in order to ascertain whether they 
would undertake to furnish any part of the supplies necessary for the ex¬ 
pedition. It was thought that if any of them consented to do this the 
scheme would come before the council in a more feasible shape than it wears 
at first view. I received the papers from one of the contractors who also 
informed me that he was sent for by Father Cyrillo, a prominent member of 
the Council, to converse upon the subject, but refused to go. The plan was 
afterwards put into the King’s hands, who thrust it into his pocket and has 
perhaps never looked at it, as he has said nothing about it since. It does not 
appear that it has been submitted to the Council as a body, altho’ it has 
engaged the attention of some of the most considerable members. I send it 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV, The enclosure has not been copied because of 
its great lengfth and small importance, its character and reception being sufficiently deircribed 
in the dispatch. 
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to you principally as a specimen of the character of the views and expecta¬ 
tions of the most violent section of the ruling party. 

I have learned since I had the honor of writing you last that a plan was in 
agitation about the commencement of the year to effect the great object of 
the acknowledgement of the Colonies by means of corruption. The British 
Minister was at bottom of this scheme. He has repeatedly expressed to me 
from time to time ever since I have been here the opinion that the point 
could never be carried in any other way; and the Dutch and Saxon Ministers, 
with whom he habitually associates on very familiar terms, have always said 
the same thing. He did not however tell me while the affair was going on 
that he was attempting this mode of operation, altho' we held at the same 
time very frequent communications on the general subjecit; and in this he was 
perhaps discreet, as the greatest possible secrecy was of course necessary to 
success. I have since been informed of all the particulars by the persons who 
were employed as instruments in making the attempt. The plan was laid by 
the British Minister in concert with the Saxon. The former has little or no 
intercourse with any body here, and is one of the least suitable persons I have 
ever known for managing an affair of this kind. The Saxon Minister on the 
contrary, tho’ a gentleman of the most honorable and amicable character, is 
at the same time a man of the world; and as Minister from a Court allied 
to the Royal family enjoys uncommon advantages for communicating with 
the interior of the palace. Through him and another agent an utuienstand- 
ing was effected with the King's private secretary and hi.H principal Valet de 
chambre who agreed to use their influence with H. M. to procure his consent 
to a loan of twenty millions of dollars, one of the public conditions of which, 
was to be the recognition of the Colonies and one of the private, a Iwnus of 
half a million to these persons to be paid beforehand. The British minister 
undertewk to furnish the money and wrote to his Govt, to request it. This 
was probably the demand for fresh instructions, which he informed me 
himself (as I mentioned in a former despatch) that Mr. Canning did not even 
notice. It is certain at any rate that the money was not furnished and thus 
the project failed. 

While the British Minister has been endeavoring to carry the point by 
corruption, the hVench have been and still are employing menaces and 
intimidation for the same purpose; each working with the instruments 
corresponding to the general spirit and practice of their respective Govt. I 
have lately obtained pretty full accounts of the proceedings of the French 
embassy and am informed that they have for some time past been urgently 
pressing upon the Govt, the expediency of bringing the war to a close, and as 
a first step the nomination of one or more plenipotentiaries to treat with the 
Colonies. In order to make the proposition more palatable they represent 
that such a nomination will not necessarily lead to a recognition of the 
independence of America, but will merely bring them into communication 
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the other part and still leave them free to adopt any course they may 
proper as to the terms of the negotiation. They think however that 
^,a.n once induce the Govt, to appoint a Minister, and despatch him to 
or London, for this also is a part of the plan, it will then be impossible 
^Hem to escape from taking the important step. I confess that I see no 
good reason for proposing this business in this indirect shape; nor do 
»^lieive that this Govt, will appoint a Plenipotentiary until they have made 
’ tHeir min ds to treat upon the basis of mutual independence. They are 
pretty well aware that it would be wholly impracticable to negotiate 
any other terms. 

'I'He French Govt, have hitherto prescribed to their Ambassador here the 
'S^rvance of great moderation and management in pressing this subject, and 
l^a.s been, I understand, for some time past quite as urgent, if not a little 
so, than the letter of his instructions required. He is himself however 
fully convinced by his personal observations on the state of Spain, of the 
'Solute necessity of bringing the war to a close that he has repeatedly 
■itten home of late for new instructions which should authorize him to 
reaten this Govt, peremptorily and explicitly with an immediate recall of 
^ troops unless they consent to make peace. One of the principal Secre¬ 
cies who is employed by the Ambassador to treat directly with the Duke 
>on this subject told me yesterday that they expected by every mail 
structions to this effect. It is now however a considerable time since the 
mbassador has communicated his views to his Govt, and from the delay 
ia.t; has occurred in sending him the new instructions he wishes, it may 
:rhaps be doubted whether the French Ministry are prepared to act with 
le energy necessary for bringing the business at once to a point. It is 
fificult indeed to imagine why they should hesitate since an energetic course 
-the affairs of this country is imperiously enjoined upon them by every 
)nsicleration of policy and duty, and involves no real inconvenience of any 
ndl- It seems nevertheless that M. de Villele, for some unknown reason, 
as Txot yet thought proper to assume the tone of authority which he might 
id ought to do for the good both of France & Spain. He permitted Mr. 
B Zea to be removed in direct opposition to his advice and wishes. It re- 
jjs therefore to be shewn by facts whether he is capable of exhibiting the 
rm spirit in regard to the American question which the crisis requires, 
siiiuerely hope that he may, but am inclined to fear that he will not. The 
aron de Belleval tells me that the Duke del Infantado promises very fairly in 
.ggird to the nomination of a Plenipotentiary and that he renewed his 
gg^r-ance as lately as yesterday. Unfortunately these promises have now 
eerx repeated so often without bringing performance after them that they 
a-v'e become rather cheap. The French plan contemplates like that of 
. —land an arrangement under the mediation of the three principal maritime 
' ^ers; Great Britain, France and the United States. The French and 
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English Ministers are both strongly impressed with the expediency o 
conducting the negotiation, whenever it may be decided on, either at London 
Paris or some place other than Madrid, conceiving that the immediat 
presence of the Court might perhaps have an unfavorable effect upon th 
proceedings. I am not myself much struck with the force of their remark 
upon this point; but I think it not improbable that, if peace be decided on 
the form recommended by them will be agreed to. The President I presum 
will consider it advantageous to the interests of the United States and o 
thdr American allies that they should take a part in the mediation, as thej 
will undoubtedly be invited to do; and in that case, if he is satisfied with m; 
proceedings and correspondence on this subject, I venture to hope that m; 
services will be employed in the further prosecution of the affair, whethe 
it may be concluded here or at any other place in Europe. 


1150 

Alexander H. EvereU, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretar^ 

of State of the United States ‘ 

[extract] 

Madrid, April $, 1826. 

Sir : Since I had the honor of writing you last little if any progress has beei 
made in the great affair of the recognition of the new American States, am 
most of the persons here who take an interest in favor of that measure, con 
aider it as adjourned, and laid wholly aside at least for the present. 

I was rather less sanguine than some of them in regard to success, when i 
appeared most probable; and am now rather less disposed than they are t 
think the case desperate, although the prospect is certainly not so flatterini 
as it was. The strong impression that existed at one time during th 
winter in favor of a pacific course was mainly the effect of the political event 
that occurred just before, particularly the surrender of St. Juan de UHoa 
The immediate danger that appeared to threaten the islands of Cuba an; 
Puerto Rico in consequence roused this Government for the moment fron 
their usual apathy. Since then two or three little things have happenei 
from which they have allowed themselves to derive encouragement a 
drowning men are said to catch at straws. The arrival of their reinforce 
ments at the Havana, the safe return from that port of one of their smal 
convoys of merchant vessels to Cadiz, and the reported capture by a privalee 
in the Gulf of Mexico of a few prizes seem to have really revived thei 
spirits. The Duke del Infantado has mentioned this last circumstance fc 
* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXV. 
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with an air of great satisfaction not less than three or four times. The 
ssian Minister who is always on the watch makes the most of every trifle 
:his Kind, and as nothing of importance has occurred since the fall of St. 
in de Ulloa to discourage them, the result of the whole has been that they 
r& in a great measure recovered from their first alarm. They also appear 
derive considerable hope and comfort from the war between Buenos 
res and Brazil, although all the success has hitherto been on the side of 
: former. 

rhe Russian Minister likewise attaches great importance to this circum- 
nce: and I should not be surprised to learn hereafter that this war has been 
; result of the instigation of the Holy Alliance and that it is intended as a 
t and introductory step towards a renewal of hostilities by Spain upon 
American Continent. Should this prove to be the fact the affair would 
erve the very serious consideration of England, the United States and all 
American Governments, since a covert interference of this Kind is 
livalent in principle to an open declaration against the New States and 
1 more dangerous in effect, so that it must be considered as equally 
rerse to the policy which has been avowed by the above mentioned 
vernments in regard to this subject. But however this may be, and 
Ether the war made upon the Buenos Ayrians by the Emperor of Brazil be 
effect of his madness or of the craft of the Holy Alliance (which I con- 
2r more probable) it may be expected to end in bringing defeat and ruin 
)n Don Pedro and in giving an accession of strength to the cause of In- 
)endence in America. There is every reason therefore to suppose that 
jortant events, whenever they occur, will be favorable to the Americans; 
I that several will in fact occur in the course of the year, as the fall of 
,lao, and the conquest of Chiloe, a serious and probably successful attack 
)n Cuba and Puerto Rico, and very possibly the expulsion of the New 
iperor of Brazil or his voluntary return to Portugal which would produce 
equivalent effect. Either of these events would give another violent 
ck to this Cabinet; and it is by the repetition of such shocks if at all that 
recognition will be brought about. 

'he crisis cannot therefore be considered as entirely over but merely as 
pended. In the mean time that I may not appear to you from the 
ectations intimated in some of my former despatches to have been too 
guine upon the subject, or to have been misinformed, I will just mention 
e that the French and British Ministers not only detained their Couriers 
5ne time under the expectation of receiving from day to day some pro- 
ition of a pacific character; but, as I have since been told by the Secretary 
;he French Embassy, were actually advised by the Duke del Infantado 
ietain them for this express purpose. I had also at the same time, as I 
)rmed you, almost daily conversations with him upon the subject, which 
no doubt whatever upon my mind in regard to his sentiments: but which 
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also gave me such an opinion respecting his character and the general state 
of the affair, that although I certainly entertained great hopes of an im¬ 
mediate arrangement, they were, as I then stated to you, somewhat less 
confident than those of the other Ministers who were laboring in the same 
cause. The impression which was then made, although it did not produce 
any immediate result, I still regard as a thing of importance: and as likely to 
facilitate considerably any future negotiations in favor of the Americans 
which the course of events may render expedient. 

The British Minister has relapsed into his former inactivity, and tells me 
now that he considers the affair for the present at least as entirely desperate, 
I was inclined when I wrote you last upon this subject to expect something 
from the influence of France, having lieen informed about that time that the 
Ambassador was in daily expectation of new instructions which should 
authorize him to recommend the recognition in the decisive ami peremptory 
tone which would probably be effectual. He has receivetl, in fact since then 
some communications upon the subject, but not, as it apfiears, of the kind 
that he expected and had requested. I conversed with him a few days ago 
res|)ecting the whole busineiui more fully than I had clone ladore, and was 
satisfied from his remarks that neither he nor his Government have yet 
taken a correct view of the situation of America or of the prospects and 
policy of Spain. He admitted that the recovery of America by actual 
military invasion was out of the question, but affected to suppose that a 
proposition to place the Bourbon Princes at the Head of the governments of 
the New States would still be received with great favor, and was very much 
astonished that it had never been made. I reminded him in answer to this 
that it had in fact been made to Buenos Ayres under the mediation of h'rance 
and with the assent of Puerrydon then Supreme Director of that Republic 
and had met with no success at all. He could find no aniwer to this objec¬ 
tion ; but remarked for the sake of saying something that the proposition had 
been made without the Knowledge of Spain, which is a fact worth notice. 
He apjieared to consider the new Governments as entirely usettled and said 
that Mexico, for example, which is a Republic today, was an Empire last 
year, and might be a Monarchy the next; he did not believe that I would 
undertake, speaking honestly, to say that I had any confidence in the 
permanence of any of these constitutions. I told him that these Govern¬ 
ments appeared to me sufficiently well established, and that the recognition 
of them by the United States was the best proof of the opinions which we 
entertained upon the subject, that the question was not, however whether 
the existing forms of Government were likely to endure, but whether Spain 
was likely to recover her authority over these countries, which I certainly 
TOnsidered as a thing entirely hopeless even in the event of new troubles: 
that as to my own private sentiments I would as soon lay a wager upon the 
stability of the Government of Mexico as of that of France without meaning 
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however to question the latter in the slightest degree; that there were 
doubtless seeds of revolution and trouble in both, and in fact in all other 
countries, which unfavorable circumstances might at any time develope; and 
that the danger of any occurrence of this Kind appeared to me to be as great 
in France as in Mexico; that if the Mexicans who were now Republicans had 
recently been Imperialists for a year, the French who were now Monarchists 
had at no distant period been Republicans for ten years and then Imperialists 
for ten years more. The Ambassador replied to this by a number of remarks 
upon the resources and power of France, and then reverted to the unsettled 
state of Spanish America concerning which his notions are in every respect 
very loose and vague. He enlarged a good deal upon the superior talents 
and virtues which had been exhibited by the founders of the Independence of 
the United States, and thought that no conclusions ought to be drawn from 
the success of our attempt, in favor of the probability of the success of the 
Spanish Americans. These he described as so many tos de gredins —heaps of 
ragamuffins—and he said that if the King of Spain should decide at once to 
recognize their Independence he really did not know to whom he could make 
the proposition. I then told him that the United States had Ministers 
accredited at the residences of these Governments, and that if duly authorized 
by the King of Spain to make propositions they would be at no loss to whom 
to address them. These however were the considerations to which he 
constantly turned from every other view of the subject during a long con¬ 
versation of two hours, and are evidently those which most naturally 
present themselves to his mind in connexion with it. He appeared to think 
that he was saying much when he intimated that he did not after all approve 
the proceedings of the Russian Minister—that he had not advised the King 
against recognizing the Colonies and that if their Commissioners should 
present themselves here immediately and solicit such recognition he should 
do nothing to prevent it. I concluded from the whole conversation that the 
Secretary from whom I had my information before was a great deal more 
earnest in the cause than the Ambassador or his government, and that the 
influence of France will not be exerted here in such a way as to produce amy 
effect. 

The Baron de Belleval mentioned to me in a late conversation that Mr. 
Canning addressed a representation to the French Cabinet just before the 
opening of Parliament upon the subject of the occupation of Spain by the 
French troops, stating that he considered it as unnecessary and disagreeable 
to the Court of Spain. The French Minister in reply denied both these 
assertions and undertook to exhibit a written document emanating from this 
Cabinet and proving their desire that the occupation should be continued. 
They accordingly wrote to the Ambassador here and desired him to procure 
such a document but without expressly demanding it in writing. Mr. de 
Moustiers upon receiving these instructions communicated them to the 
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Duke and agreed with him, that in answer to some representation made by 
the Ambassador in regard to the treatment of the P'rench Troops, the Duke 
should seize the occasion to express, as if entirely of his own accord, the great 
satisfaction of the King with the good conduct of the army of occupation and 
his high sense of the important service they were rendering to H. M. by 
occupying his Kingdom. This was accordingly done. Baron de Belleval 
read to me the note from the Duke containing these expressions. The 
object of the French Cabinet in wishing to obtain them in this indirect way 
was doubtless that they might look more like a spontaneous and sincere 
declaration of the sentiments of this government. A King must be reduced 
pretty low when he is compelled in this way to solicit and approve the 
intervention of a foreign army. It is however in fact true enough that the 
occupation of Spain is to all appearance indispensable to the aintinuance of 
the present politicial system, and that if the French army were to evacuate 
the Kingdom immediately their departure would probably be followed very 
shortly by a new revolution. 


IISI 

Alexander 11 . Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract) 

Madrid, May 20, 1826. 

I received a few days ago the President's Message to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives on the subject of the mission to Panama with the accompany¬ 
ing documents: and am hapjiy to find that the measure is likely to meet the 
approbation of Congress. I have been for some time intending to renew my 
exertions here in favour of the recognition of the Colonies uixin the first good 
occasion that should offer. On looking over the documents transmitted with 
the message, it struck me that the note addressed by you to Mess'*. 
Salazar and Obregon * on the subject of the expedition to Cuba might be 
communicated with advantage (with one or two unimportant omissions) to 
this Government, and would furnish a suitable opportunity for requesting an 
answer to my overture of the 20th of January.’ I accordingly transmitted 
to the Duke this morning a copy of your note accompanied by one from 
myself to that effect, of which a copy is herewith enclosed.* 

* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI. 

* See above, pt. 1, doc. 150, Clay to Salazar, December 20, 1825. 

•See above, pt. xm, doc. 1141. 

‘ See below, pt. xm, doc. 1152, Everett to Duke del Infantado, May 20, 1826. 
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Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to the Duke del Infan- 
iado, First Secretary of Slate of Spain ^ 

Madrid, May so, i8z6. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith to your Excellency a copy of a 
note addressed by the Secretary of State of the United States to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Colombia residing at Washington for the 
purpose of communicating through him to the government of that Republic 
the wishes of the Government of the United States respecting the projected 
expedition against the Island of Cuba. A similar note was addressed on the 
same day to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of Mexico. 

Your Excellency will perceive that it is the object of this communication 
to advise the Governments of Colombia and Mexico not to put in execution 
at present their plans of attack upon the Spanish Islands, and to {K)int out to 
them the inconveniences that might eventually result from an enterprise of 
this description. I am authorized to inform you that the answers of the 
aforesaid Ministers without being decisive are nevertheless satisfactory and 
exhibit a strong disposition on their part to consult the desire and to conform 
to the policy of the government which I have the honor to represent as far as 
other considerations of a still more imperious nature may permit. I have 
also to add that the Ministers of the United States at the Congress of 
Panama will be instructed to ofler to the Powers that may assemble there, 
the same Counsels that have already Ixicn addressed to their Ministers at 
Washington. 

These vigorous and I may add successful efforts to secure the tranquillity 
and present political situation of the valuable possessions that still remain 
to the King in America, will, I trust satisfy His Majesty's Government of 
the friendly dispositions of that of the United Stales and of their sincere wish 
to promote the real interest of Spain as far as their other obligations will 
allow. 

Having thus employed not without effect their good offices with the 
American Governments in favor of the rights and interests of the King, they 
think themselves justified in expecting that His Majesty will be induced to 
listen with attention to the intercessions they have made with his govern¬ 
ment in favor of the rights and interests of his ancient Colonies. 

It is now about four months since I had the honor of addressing to your 
Excellency a detailed note in which I stated the views of my Government 
upon this subject, their full conviction that the Colonies can never be recov¬ 
ered and their earnest desire that the war may be terminated as speedily as 

• MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI, enclosed in Everett to Clay, May ao, 1836, which 
sec above, pt. xiu, doc. 1151. 



2120 


PART Xni: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 


possible, by a recognition on the part of Spain of the independence of the new 
nations into which they have been formed. 

I avail myself of the present occasion to inquire of Your Excellency what 
answer His Majesty's Government intend to return to this note and whether 
the King is disposed to accept the offer which I then made on the part of my 
government of their good offices in bringing about a reconciliation between 
the parties to the War on the only practicable basis. 

I pray Your Excellency to accept [etc.]. 


1153 

Alexander //. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ‘ 

(kxtract) 

Madrid, June 2, 1826. 

It was also reported here last week with a gwid deal of confidence that the 
subject of the Colonies had been recently taken up anew in the C'abinet at 
the earnest instance of the French and English Ministers and that there was 
every prosfjcct of a favorable result- I did not at the time consider this 
rumour as sufficiently probable to be worth mentioning in my despatch: and 
I found in fact ufKin making inquiry at Aranjuez ilmt there was as little 
foundation for it as for the other. I conversed with Mr. Lamb upon the 
subject the day after my arrival, and he told me, with his usual frankness, 
that as far as he was concerned there was indeed some slight ground for the 
story, inasmuch as he had within a few days verbally communicated to the 
Duke the news of the fall of Callao, which he had received by express from 
England, and had upon that occasion conversed with him anew upon the 
general subject of America; but that he had no reason to think that there had 
been any recent proceedings in the Cabinet, or the Council in regard to it, 
still less any change in the views of the government, and that he did not 
believe that the French Ambassador had done any thing, as he should 
probably in that case have heard more or less of it. The rumour in question 
probably grew out of this communication of Mr. Lamb taken in connexion 
perhaps with my late note and its enclosures. Some indistinct notions may 
have transpired as usual respecting the proceedings that took place on these 
occasions, and in passing from one to another have been gradually moulded 
and magnified into the shape in which I received them. 

You may recollect that I informed you in some of my preceding despatches 
of communications that had been made to me by Baron de Belleval, first 
‘ Ma Diipatchet from Spain, XXVI. 
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Secretary of the French Embassy, respecting their proceedings in regard to 
this subject: and especially respecting his own repeated interviews with the 
Duke and urgent endeavours to persuade him to adopt a new Course. It is 
rather a singular fact that within a few days the Baron has been recalled by 
his Court with orders to depart at twenty four hours notice. This he told me 
himself but did not state the reason of his recall which may be politically a 
matter of indifference. It is conjectured however by some persons that his 
great activity in regard to the American question has given umbrage to his 
own Government. I noted and mentioned to you at the time a considerable 
divergence between the views of the Secretary and the Ambassador as 
exhibited in their respective conversations with me of about the same date: 
and I was particularly struck in the course of these conversations with the 
Secretary to hear him say at the moment when he represented himself as 
being so very active, that the Ambassador had never spoken to the King 
upon the subject, although he is in the habit of recurring directly to His 
Majesty on matters of business and has found his applications attended at 
times with effect. 

If these conjectures respecting the recall of Baron de Belleval are correct 
the fact would lead to confirm the opinion I have heretofore expressed and 
still think on other accounts probable, that the French Cabinet, although 
they evidently feel a pretty strong desire that Spain should recognize the 
Colonies, are nevertheless not prepared to act upon this question with the 
vigour and decision which alone would make their intercession effectual. 
This is the more to be regretted as France is in fact the only foreign power 
that has any real influence over the present Ministry. The weight of 
Russia which at times has been predominant here is a good deal diminished 
for the present in consequence of the circumstances attending the Duke's 
appointment. England is looked upon with something worse than indiffer¬ 
ence on account of her recognition of the Colonies; and the United States,for 
various reasons which I need not here detail, can hardly be supposed to pos¬ 
sess much positive influence, although the dispositions of the government are 
quite as friendly to us as could reasonably be expected under all the circum¬ 
stances and although they are evidently more and more sensible from day to 
day of the expediency of treating us with at least as much cordiality as they 
really feel. 

I availed myself of the opportunity of my visit to Aranjuez to converse 
with the Duke del Infantado upon the several subjects in negotiation between 
the two Governments and called upon him by appointment for this purpose 
at his office on the 29“* ult. I began the conversation by reminding him of 
my late communication of your note addressed to the Ministers of Colombia 
and Mexico respecting the expedition against the Spanish Islands and told 
him that I took for granted that these proceedings would be agreeable to His 
Majesty’s Government. He assented with much cordiality to this remark, 
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and assured me that they were fully satisfied with the conduct of the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States upon this occasion and duly grateful to them for 
their timely assistance. He also expressed the pleasure with which he had 
learned that our Ministers at the Congress of Panama woukl l>e instructed to 
dissuade the New States from attacking Cuba and Puerto Rico. I then re¬ 
marked to him, as I had done in my note, that if these measures were ap¬ 
proved by His Majesty and considered as advantageous to his rights and 
interests, they would, I hoped, give new weight to our intercession here in 
favor of the Colonies; and I then inquired of him whether the government 
were yet prepared to give an answer to the proposals for mediation made in 
my note of the 20th of January.' Mr. Lamb had told me that the Duke 
mentioned to him among other reasons why the necessity of coming to a 
decision at once was not urgent, that the situation of the Islands had 
materially changed since the winter, and that as they were now safe in 
consequence of the policy adopted by the United States one great motive for 
pressing the conclusion of peace was removed. With a view of meeting this 
objection in advance I added in making the above inquiry the observation 
that the policy we had adopted, although it had probably been the means of 
giving them a few months, perhaps a year or two, longer for deliberation, 
could only be regarded as affording a temporary relief; and that it could not 
be supposed that our influence with the new States, were it ever employed in 
this way, would be sufficiently powerful to prevent them, if Spain should 
voluntarily persevere in the war, from attacking her in her only vulnerable 
point. I also suggested to him the recent facts of the fall of Callao and of 
Chiloe as additional proofs of the utter hopelessness of the Royalist cause in 
every part of the Continent. 

The Duke replied that the Government were not yet prejiared to give a 
decisive answer to the proposal of mediation on the basis of independence, 
made by me in the name of my Government; that some of the other powers 
were also anxious on the subject, but that nothing was yet determined on or 
probably would be immediately; that the King would however be very 
desirous to avail himself of the good offices of the United States, if he ever 
came to negotiate upon the basis contemplated in my offer, and would even 
consider their aid in procuring advantageous terms as perhaps more impor¬ 
tant than that of any European Power on account of their positive influence 
in America, and of the greater disinterestedness which appeared in general 
to distinguish their policy. I expressed to the Duke the satisfaction I felt 
at the favorable opinion which he appeared to entertain of our principles of 
Administration. I told him that we did not mean to claim the merit of 
entire disinterestedness for the steps which we had taken in regard to the 
Islands; that the consequences of an attack upon them by the new Govern¬ 
ments were wholly uncertain, but could not in any event be agreeable to my 

'Sec above, pt. xm, doc. 1141. 
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Government, and might in some contingencies make it necessary for us to 
adopt measures which would risk the continuance of our friendly relations 
with the great Powers of Europe; that these considerations had their weight 
in recommending to the President the policy which he was pursuing, and in 
which he was cordially sustained by all the branches of the government; but 
that it was also a matter of high satisfaction to him that the same course 
which was requirerl by the interest of the United States, would also tend to 
promote the advantage of an ancient ally and a Power with which we were 
desirous to maintain the best possible understanding. 

The Duke then said that it was the more difficult to come to an immediate 
decision as the question appeared to be taking the shape of an European 
affair and must of course be treated as such in consultation with all the great 
Powers. I enquired of him in what sense he meant to be understood when 
he said that the question was becoming European; but did not find that he 
intended anything more than that several of the Powers had offered their 
advice to the Spanish Government and had interested themselves in one way 
or other in the progress and issue of the war. The Duke had made the stime 
remark to Mr. Lamb at their late conversation upon the subject. I told him 
that he was probably aware that the British Government were determined 
not to become a party in future to any general consultation of the great 
powers upon this or any other subject; that my government as far as I was 
informed of their intentions would have no objections to employ their good 
offices in conjunction with any other power or powers that might be willing 
to proceed upon the same principles, but that after ail the affair was properly 
an American one, and that the United States would probably be able to do 
for Spain quite as much, if acting alone, as if embarrassed by the cooperation 
of other nations. I then suggested to him my apprehensions that the 
influence of Russia was not employed in the way which we had wished and 
hoped. He replied to this in rather an indefinite manner, saying that he 
doubted whether that government felt a very strong interest on the subject, 
and that at all events their opinion, whatever it might be, would not be 
considered here as of any great importance. 

After this a good deal of conversation took place upon the general subject 
of the policy most suitable to the interest of Spain. I suggested anew to the 
Duke the evident impossibility of recovering the Colonies and the three great 
evils attending the war, to wit, the actual expence, the danger of losing the 
islands, and the interruption of Commerce with America. The Duke in his 
reply alluded more particularly to this last point; and said that such was the 
inferiority of Spain to the other countries of Europe in all the branches of 
industry that he doubted very much whether the return of peace would 
throw into her hands a great share of the trade with America, I endeavoured 
to satisfy him by a number of considerations (the same in substance as are 
detailed in my note of the 20th of January) that these apprehensions were 
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not well founded, and that the establishment of friendly relations with the 
Colonies would have a very powerful effect upon the Commercial situation 
of the country; but he did not appear to be persuaded of the correctness of 
my views upon this subject. He denied that the example of England and 
the United States was applicable to the present case, and believed that we 
had returned to the English market after the conclusion of the War of 
Independence merely because the manufactures of England were the best 
and cheapest, and not on account of the community of origin and the old 
habits of intercourse. In his remarks upon this head, although I think them 
incorrect, the Duke exhibited a more familiar acquaintance with the argu¬ 
ment pro and con than I had known him to do before, and has probably 
directed his attention to it and conversed with others upon it since I talked 
with him last. It seemed to me rather a singular thing to hear the Prime 
Minister of a nation which is generally thought to have retained all its pride, 
however much it may have lost of its former power, founding the justification 
of his measures upon the supposition of the absolute and irremediable 
inferiority of his countrymen in all the fine and useful arts of life. Contrary 
to the usual and what might be considered the natural course of a discussion 
of this kind, or because my part—to dwell upon the great resources of the 
Spanish territory, the eminent qualities that had always distinguished the 
nation and the excellence at which they had formerly arrived in every branch 
of art and industry; while he on the contrary was insisting upon the defects 
in the character of the people, undervaluing their ancient attainments, and 
despairing of any improvement in future. It did not perhaps occur to him 
at the moment how absurd it would be to expect that several empires in a 
distant quarter of the globe should voluntarily come forward, renounce their 
independence, beg pardon for having assumed it, and acknowledge the lawful 
authority of a nation; condemned, as he affirmed Spain to be, by incurable 
natural defects to a state of irremediable and hopeless imbecility. Although 
the facts which I adduced in support of my remarks upon this head could not 
I>e contested, they appeared to make little or no impression upon him, and he 
observed repeatedly that the only way in which the trade with America 
could be made profitable to Spain would be for the Colonies to allow some 
important discriminations in her favour. The monopoly which she pos¬ 
sessed before the Revolution, and not the Excellence of her products and 
fabrics or the community of origin and habits, was, in his opinion, the real 
cause why the trade then existed, and without a revival of this monopoly or 
something equivalent to it, a return of peace would never bring the trade 
back. To this I could only answer that I doubted whether the new States 
would grant any such privileges to the Spanish Flag since they had bound 
themselves to each other and to foreign nations by express treaties not to do 
so: that the United States were one of the nations with whom they had 
entered into engagements to this effect, and that it would of course not be our 
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policy to urge them to violate their treaties with us in points directly favor¬ 
able to our own interest. 

I avoided suggesting to the Duke on this occasion the probability that the 
new States might be induced to make some immediate pecuniary sacrifices as 
a compensation to Spain for the abandonment of her ancient territorial 
rights; because I had lately been informed by a private correspondent that 
the intimation to this effect contained in my note of the 20*^ of January did 
not accord precisely with the President's views. It struck me at the time 
of drawing up that note, which I did with much reflexion, that there was a 
substantial and very important difference between granting commercial pref¬ 
erences which would operate unfavorably upon other friendly nations; and 
paying down a sum of money which without injuring any other power would 
be an important thing to Spain. It appeared to me also that these young 
and flourishing States might reasonably be supposed willing to contribute out 
of their abundance to the relief of the distresses of their miserable old parent 
upon her making a concession, which though little more than formal on her 
part, would nevertheless be to them of real advantage. These considerations 
led me to introduce the idea in the guarded manner in which it appears in the 
note; and I still cannot but think that they have some weight; although the 
deference which I feel for the President's opinion diminishes the confidence 
which I had previously entertained in their correctness. I need not add that 
as far as I am made acquainted with the views of the government respecting 
the subjects upon which I am required to negotiate I shall always conform 
to them in my communications with the greatest possible exactness. 

I finally remarked in order to bring the conversation to a close that in 
regard to this affair which was in its character peculiarly a Spanish one the 
United States could only propose their mediation and that it was for His 
Majesty to determine whether or not he would accept it. I added that I 
had lately been informed by our Minister at London that Mr. Hurtado, the 
Colombian Minister there, was authorised to accept an offer of peace though 
not to make one; and that if the King chose to avail himself of our proposal, 
I would with much pleasure convey the information to Mr. Hurtado who 
would doubtless consider the acceptance of the mediation of the United 
States as a sufficient basis for the commencement of a negotiation. The 
Duke appeared to take some exception to the idea that Mr. Hurtado should 
be authorised to accept peace but not to seek it. He thought it much more 
proper for the Colonies to make the first advances. I told him that if an 
understanding could be established there would probably be no difficulty in 
adjusting the points of form and precedence; but that the King was the 
party which declared and continued the war, that the Colonies were known 
to be always ready and willing to make peace; and that it seemed therefore 
natural enough for the King when it suited his purpose to come forward on 
his part and express his disposition to meet them. Such was the substance 
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of this conversation. Mr. Lamb informed me that he inquired of the Duke 
whether this Government would accept a proposition for an armistice should 
one be made to them by the Colonies, but could not get him to give a decisive 
answer. 

The British Minister also told me that the impression remaining on his 
mind from the convensation he held with the Duke was, that this Govern¬ 
ment was now less disposed than ever to acknowledge the new States. The 
President will judge how far such a conclusion would be justified by the 
remarks which I have reported above as correctly as my memory would 
permit. On my mind they left the general idea that this government though 
wavering and irresolute is on the whole inclining towards a better policy than 
they have hitherto pursued, that they are beginning to be aware of the utter 
hopcles-sness of the struggle and of the ruinous consequences that may at¬ 
tend the conlinuanceof it, but are nevertheless afraid to assume the immense 
resiK)nsil)iIity of so portentous a change as they consider the sacrifice of the 
Colonies to be in the situation of the country, and that in a matter which 
they regard a.s so vastly important, theydistrust alike their own opinions and 
the advice of other powers and shrink involuntarily from encountering the 
crisis. How long this state of irresolution will last is of course uncertain; but 
I am inclined to think that they would be glad of almost any occurrence that 
should relieve tliem from if, and that they would experience a real satisfac¬ 
tion, whatever they might say upon the subject, if any other power, as France 
for example, should come forward and require them peremptorily to make 
ptmce at once. I have already said however that there is no probability of 
the adoption of any such measure by France, the only power whose situation 
would authorise or permit it, and this Government will therefore be left in a 
great measure to act for itself. According to the best judgment that I am 
able to form the chance for an early recognition is on the whole greater than 
it has ever been excepting for a short period during the last winter, and may 
be considered as gradually increasing. Much will depend on the progress of 
events in America, and much on the fluctuations in the Ministry here; but I 
confess that I look forward with a good deal of confidence to a termination of 
the war in the course of the present year, or at farthest the next. 

I had another long conversation on this subject two or three weeks ago 
with the Russian Minister which I need not trouble you by undertaking to 
report in detail as the argument in both its parts is perfectly familiar to you. 
Mr. d'Oubril has received no new instructions; and in fact the attention of 
his (kivernment has been and still is too closely occupied by affairs at home 
of a pressing character Uj leave much time for looking abroad to another 
world. This gentleman continues to take great interest in the progress of 
event.s in America, and often converses with the Ministers about them, He 
probably does not advise this Government directly to persevere in the 
present system; but no doubt encourages them in regard to their prospects, 
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and by sharing in their delusion assists in some degree in keeping it up. 
There is little hope, I fear, at present, that the influence of Russia will be 
exercised here in favour of peace. 


1154 

Alexander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain, to Frederick Lamb, 

British Minister to Spain ^ 

Madrid, June 7, 1826, 

Sir : I have lately been informed by the Minister of the United States at 
London that the Government of the Republic of Colombia has requested the 
Government of His Britannic Majesty to propose to that of Spain an armi¬ 
stice of twentyyears;that a similar request has been made to the Government 
of His Most Christian Majesty and that the United States have been invited 
to cooperate with France and England in urging the Spanish Government to 
accept this proposal. 

This information was officially communicated to the Minister of the 
United States at London by the Minister of the Republic of Colombia at that 
place for the purpose of being transmitted to me with a request from the 
latter that I should take such steps in the business as might appear to me 
proper [and] consistent with my instructions. 

I have no orders yet from my government upon the subject but should 
feel myself authorised by the general instructions under which I act here to 
support any proposal of this kind which you or the French Ambassador may 
be instructed to offer and I shall be happy to receive from you any com¬ 
munications upon the subject which you may think proper to make to me. 


1155 

Alexander H, Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Frederick Lamb, 

British Minister to Spain ^ 

Madrid, June 8, 1826. 

Sir: In addition to the contents of my letter of yesterday I have the 
honor to inform you that I have this day received the orders of my Govern- 

1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI, enclosed in Everett to Clay, June 25, which see 
below, pt. xni, doc. 1162. An identical letter, mutatis mutandis, was sent on the same date 
to the Marquis de Moustiers, French Ambassador to Spain, 

2 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI, enclosed in Everett to Clay, June 25, 1826, which 
see below, pt. xiii, doc. 1162. An identical letter was sent on the same date to the Marquis 
de Moustiers, French Ambassador to Spain. 
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ment to propose to that of Spain in the name of the Republic of Columbia 
and its Allies the conclusion of a long armistice. I am also directed to co¬ 
operate as far as may be practicable with the Representatives of the British 
and French Governments in urging the acceptance of this proposal. 

Having some reason to suppose that you may have already made in the 
name of your Government an overture of this description, it would be agree¬ 
able to me, before I proceed to execute the orders I have just received, to 
learn from you as far as you may think proper to inform me what steps you 
have taken in the business and with what results. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1156 

Frederick Lamb, British Minister to Spain, to Alexander H. Everett, United 

States Minister to Spain ‘ 

Aranjuez, June 8,1826. 

My pear Sir: In our last conversation I stated to you what had passed 
between the Duke of Infantado and myself on the subject of an armistice. 
The disposition he shewed was so unpromising that I do not intend to push 
the proiKiaition further. I have had no conversation with the French 
Ambassador upon the subject. If any thing should have passed at Madrid 
between you and the Duke which may in any way affect this view of the 
question I shall be much obliged to you to acquaint me with it. 

Believe me [etc.]. 


1157 

Frederick Lamb, British Minister to Spain, to Alexander H. Everett, United 

States Minister to Spain * 

Aranjuez, June g, 1826. 

My dear Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yester¬ 
day’s date but can add nothing to my communication of yesterday; except 
that I shall be most happy to hear of the success of the proposition you are 
charged with, and to give it every support in my power. 

Believe me [etc.]. 

> MS, Dinpatches from Spain, XXVI, enclosed in Everett to Clay, June 25,1826, which 
»ee below, pt. xin, doc. X162. 
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Alexander H, Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, June p, 1826. 

Sir: I received yesterday your despatch N® 52 with its enclosures. I 
shall lose no time in proposing to this government in the name of the Re¬ 
public of Colombia and her allies the conclusion of a long armistice agreeably 
to your instructions, and shall give you the earliest information of the man¬ 
ner in which the proposal is received. 

I have reason to suppose that an overture of this kind has already been 
made by the Representatives of France and Great Britain, the latter having 
informed me, as I mentioned in my last despatch which accompanies this, 
that he had hypothetically suggested to the Duke del Infantado the idea of 
an armistice. From the manner in which, according to Mr. Lamb's account, 
the Duke received this suggestion, and from the observations made to me by 
the latter and reported in my last despatch,^ there is no great prospect of an 
immediate acceptance of the proposal. I am not however without some 
hopes of success, as the Duke intimated, I understand, to the British Minis¬ 
ter, that whenever the King should make up his mind to treat, an armistice 
would naturally be the first step towards negotiation. As a permanent 
arrangement I am inclined to think that a formal treaty could be obtained 
with nearly as little difficulty as a long armistice. I recollect that soon after 
the Duke del Infantado came into office an article appeared in one of the 
French Ministerial papers recommending to Spain the adoption of such a 
policy, and that in the course of some conversation which I then had with the 
Duke on the subject, he expressed his disapprobation of the plan and 
thought that if the system now acted on were to be abandoned it would be 
better to make a full treaty at once. I think it not improbable that the 
idea of proposing a long armistice may have been suggested to the Colombian 
Government by that of France. I learned some time ago from Mr. Hurtado, 
the Colombian Envoy at London, through the medium of Mr. King, that it 
was intended to make such an overture, and have been ever since in daily 
expectation of your instructions. 

I had anticipated, as you will have learned from my preceding despatches, 
your direction in regard to the use to be made here of your intercessions with 
the Mexican and Colombian Governments respecting the expedition against 
Cuba. The effect on this Cabinet has been very favorable, and will give to 
our negotiations for peace a weight which they would not have had under 

1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI. 

* See above, pt. i, doc. 157, Clay to Everett, April 13, 1826. 

* See above, pt. xm, doc. 1153, Everett to Clay, June 2, 1826. 
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any other circumstances. There is no alteration yet in the Russian policy 
on this subject, at least as manifested here. As the dispute with Turkey is 
likely to be adjusted without much trouble or delay, the Emperor may 
perhaps have leisure after a while to turn his attention more directly to the 
affairs of America than he has hitherto done. 


1159 

Alexander II. Everett, United States Minister to Spann, to the Duke del Infan- 
tado, First Secretary of State of Spain ‘ 

Madrid, June lo, 1826. 

Sir: I have just received instructions from my Government to propose to 
that of His Majesty in the name of the Republic of Colombia and its allies in 
the War, the conclusion of an armistice. These instructions were trans¬ 
mitted to me by direction of the President of the United States, at the 
particular request of the Colombian Government communicated by their 
Minister Plenipotentiary accredited at Washington. Should the King think 
proper to take this proposal into consideration, I shall with much pleasure 
make known to Your Excellency the terms and conditions that would be 
agreeable to the Colombian Government. 

An armistice would naturally be looked upon by both the belligerent 
parties as a preliminarystep to the conclusion of a definitive treaty. I have 
already had occasion to inform Your Excellency in detail of the strong desire 
of the Government of the United States for the restoration of peace in 
America and of the reasons which induce them to believe that a farther 
continuance of the war, while it disturbs the quiet of all that part of the 
world, can be of no real advantage to Spain. This communication has no 
doubt received from His Majesty’s Government the attention due to the 
importance of the subject and the amicable spirit in which it wtis made; sc 
that I need not here repeat its contents. The Government which I have the 
honour to represent has given unequivocal and very recent proofs of theii 
disposition to aid in securing the rights and promoting the interest of His 
Catholic Majesty as far as was compatible with their neutral position. They 
consider it as another mark of the same friendly sentiments which have 
hitherto directed their conduct to advise His Majesty respectfully but very 
strongly to accept the proposal now made. Should the King come to this 
decision, the Government of the United States will be happy to lend the aid 
of their good offices, either for the arrangement of the armistice or the con- 
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elusion of the definitive treaty, in any way in which His Majesty may think 
it proper to employ them. 

I shall only add to the above remarks that the Colombian Government in 
proposing an armistice at the moment when the events of the war have 
placed at their disposal a considerable military force which might now be 
employed in new expeditions has given evidence of a spirit of moderation 
which will doubtless be duly appreciated by His Catholic Majesty. 

I avail myself [etc.]. 


1160 

Alexander JT. Everett^ United States Minister to Spainy to the Marquis de 
MoustierSy French Ambassador to Spain ^ 

Madrid, June 12, 1826, 

Sir : Agreeably to the orders of my Government which require me to co¬ 
operate with your Excellency in urging the Spanish Cabinet to accept the 
armistice proposed by the allied American Powers, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith for your information a copy of a note which I have ad¬ 
dressed to the Duke del Infantado upon that subject.^ 

I venture to hope that Your Excellency will receive from Paris such in¬ 
structions as may authorise you to give a decided and vigorous support to 
this proposal as I am fully satisfied that no other consideration will induce 
the Spanish Government to agree to it. The influence of France if power¬ 
fully exerted would in all probability effect the object. 

The principal condition desired by the Allies is that during the continuance 
of the armistice Spain should not augment her armed force in the Islands of 
Cuba and Puerto Rico; in consideration of which the Allies will engage on 
their part to make no attempt to excite internal dissensions in these islands. 
Nothing is said in my instructions on the subject of a guarantee but it 
would be natural that the armistice if proposed and accepted under the 
mediation of the three maritime Powers should be jointly guaranteed by 
them all. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI, enclosed in Everett to Clay, June 25, 1826, which 
see below, pt. xiii, doc. 1162. 

* See above, pt. xni, doc. 1159, Everett to Duke del Infantado, June 10, 1826. 
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Alexander H, Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Frederick Lamb, 

British Minister to Spain ^ 

Madrid, June 12, 1826. 

vSir; Agreeably to the orders of my Government which require me to co¬ 
operate with you in urging the Spanish Cabinet to accept the armistice pro¬ 
posed by the Allied American Powers, I have the honor to transmit herewith 
for your information a copy of a note * which I have addressed to the Duke 
del Infantado upon that subject: and am [etc.]. 


1162 

Alexander H, Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States * 

Madrid, June 25, 1826. 

Sir : Having some reason to suppose, as I mentioned in my last despatch,' 
that communications had taken place between this government and tht 
British and French Ministers here upon the subject of an armistice before! 
received your instructions to propose one myself, I thought it proper before 
I took any step in the business, to ascertain precisely what they had done. 1 
had in fact written to both these gentlemen, who were then at Aranjuez or 
the subject in consequence of what I had heard from Mr. King respecting i( 
on the day before I received your letter. After the receipt of this I wrote tc 
them again, dl: in the course of a day or two obtained their answers. I en¬ 
close copies of thc.se papers® which will of course be regarded as confidential 
It appears from them that the French Ambassador has had no orders what¬ 
ever from his Government on the subject, and from the letters of the Britisf 
Minister as well as from my subsequent conversation with him and with thf 
Duke I am satisfied that he made no direct proposition but merely a pre 
liminary suggestion as reported in my despatch No. 36® of which th< 
duplicate is herewith transmitted. 

Finding that the affair was thus entirely open I determined to address £ 
note immediately to the Duke del Infantado and propose the armistice tc 

' MS. Disiatchca from Spain, XXVI, enclosed in Everett to Clay, June 25,1826, whlcl 
see Mow, pt. xiii, doc. 1162. 

* See above, pt. Xiu, doc. 1159, Everett to Duke del Infantado, June 10, 1826. 

• MS. DUpatchc* from Spain, XXVI. 

< 5 >ee above, pt. Xin, doc. 1158, Everett to Clay, June 9,1826. 

‘SccalK)vc, pt. xni, docs. 1154, H55, 1156, 1157, ii6o and n6i, under the followint 
dates: June 7, 8, 9, and 12. 

‘ See above, pt. xni, doc. 1153, Everett to Clay, June 2,-1826. 
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him in a formal way. Had I conceived that there would be any advantage 
in doing this verbally I should have taken another journey to Aranjuez 
expressly for this purpose; but it appeared to me that the proposition would 
produce a better effect in the first instance in a written form and, as there 
would be no prospect of an immediate & decisive answer, that nothing could 
be gained by the other course. I accordingly addressed to the Duke on the 
loth a note of which copies are enclosed in French and English.^ The 
latter may be considered as the original. With a view of obtaining the co¬ 
operation as far as possible of the French and British Ministers I sent them 
copies of the note with accompanying letters of which I enclose copies as also 
of the answers of Mr. Lamb. Mr. de Moustiers sent me no written answer 
but has since informed me that he transmitted immediately copies of the note 
and of my letter to his Government and should wait for their instructions. 

I was a little in doubt what course to take with the Russian Minister. If 
there had been any prospect of obtaining a favourable answer immediately 
and before he was likely to be informed that the proposition had been made, 
I should have said nothing to him about it, from a fear that he would use 
his influence against it. But viewing an immediate favorable decision as 
entirely hopeless & knowing that he would of course become acquainted 
after a while with all the proceedings, I thought it more conciliatory and 
politic to begin by requesting his cooperation. I accordingly sent him a 
copy of the note at the same time as to the other Ministers and availed myself 
of the occasion to enquire of him whether since I last conversed with him he 
had received any new instructions. In his answer he engaged to explain 
himself upon this head at a future interview; and the day after his arrival in 
town he in fact called upon me, and we had much conversation on the whole 
subject which I shall report more fully in a subsequent letter. It appears 
that he has had some additional orders and that they are rather of a more 
favorable cast than the preceding. The Russian Government seem to have 
been well satisfied with the proceedings in regard to Cuba and Puerto Rico. 

I have also had conversations with the British and French Ministers and 
with the Duke del Infantado since the return of the Court to town of all 
which I shall send you complete notes hereafter. The remarks of the Duke 
were conciliatory in form and manner, but evasive as to the substance; and 
promise little or nothing at least for the moment. Having but a short time 
to prepare this despatch for a private opportunity, I confine myself for the 
present to the above brief explanation of the nature of the papers enclosed 
and must refer you for more details to future communications. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 See above, pt. xni, doc. 1159, Everett to Duke del Infantado, June 10, 1826. 
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l^he Duke del Infanlado^ First Secretary of State of Spain, to Alexander H. 

Everett, United States Minister to Spain ^ 

[translation] 

Sacedon, July 8,1826. 

Sir: I have laid before the King my August Master your note of the loth 
ult ^ in which you propose by order of your Government and at the requesi 
of the Republic of Colombia, so called, and its allies an armistice betweer 
their troops, and those of His Majesty. I am ordered to inform you that 
the King has seen in this communication undoubted evidence of the strong 
interest taken by the Government of the United States in the restoration ol 
peace in the countries bordering upon their territory and of their desire tc 
promote the general good of mankind by putting a stop to the effusion ol 
human blood. 

His Majesty cannot but appreciate very highly these sentiments of s 
friendly power to which he is also under obligations for the opinion which it 
has lately expressed in favor of the preservation of the present state of things 
in the Islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico. The King has always taken pride 
in giving proofs of his affection for his subjects even when they have failed 
in their duty; and cherishing still towards them the affection of a father foi 
his children, he ardently desires that the war may cease, and that the crisis 
of discord and agitation through which the Spanish Provinces in Americs 
are now passing may be followed as soon as possible by the period of peace 
and good understanding which is necessary to the happiness of both worlds 
and of the Sovereign who reigns in them. 

I avail myself [etc,]. 


1164 

Alexander IL Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, July 13,1826. 

Sir: I received the day before yesterday the answer which the Duke de 
Infantado had promised me to my note on the armistice and have the honoi 

1 MS, Dispatches from Spain, XXVI, enclosed in Everett to Clay, July 13, 1826, whicl 
see below, pt. xin, doc. 1164. 

3 See above, pt. xnt, doc. ii59* 

* MS, Dispatches from Spain, XXVL 
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to transmit herewith a copy and translation ^ of it. It corresponds very 
exactly with the general tenor of his conversation upon the subject of Amer¬ 
ica, being civil and conciliatory in form but evasive in substance and looking 
rather to a continuance of the war than to an acknowledgment of the Inde¬ 
pendence of the Colonies. 


1165 

Alexander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 


Madrid, September i, 1826. 

. . . The King of France is said to have stated that he would with pleasure 
so far comply with the desire of his relation and ally the King of Spain as to 
permit all the troops now here to remain for the present; but that it was im¬ 
possible for him to think of making himself permanently responsible for the 
tranquillity of this country. He therefore earnestly advised the King of 
Spain to adopt immediately some measures that would place the government 
on a better footing and supersede the necessity of foreign assistance. He 
then particularized three which he thought of the greatest importance and 
most urgent character and which were. 

I. To appoint and despatch to Paris a Commissioner authorised to treat 
for Peace with Commissioners from the Colonies. . . . 

. . . The first recommendation is a mere repetition of the advice which has 
uniformly been offered here by the French Embassy on the subject of 
America. The substance is good but the form seems to be dictated by a 
wish (natural enough perhaps in the French Government) to exercise as 
much influence as possible in determining the conditions of a general pacifi¬ 
cation and to give them as favorable a character for the interest of France 
as the nature of the case will admit. . . . 

I enclose a copy of a plan for opening the trade between this country and 
the Colonies which is under discussion before the board of Trade.® If 

^ See above, pt. xni, doc. 1163, Duke del Infantado to Everett, July 8, 1826. 

® MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI. 

® A translation of the proposed plan follows: 

Plan of the Committee for the regulation of duties to throw open trade between Spain and 
her ci-devant Colonies to foreign vessels; to be transmitted to the 
Commercial Tribunals for advice 

I“^ The produce and merchandise of the revolted colonies as respects the payment of 
duties, shall be subject to the same rates as are applied to a foreign flag. 

2^. Said produce and merchandise may be entered into our ports by Spaniards, 
direct from thence or from foreign ports as may be found most convenient. 

3'*, When imported under a Spanish flag a deduction of a third of the duties will be 
allowed; which deduction shall be specified in the duties that may be assigned. 
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there were the least consistency or principle of any kind in the proceedings of 
this government the proposition of such a measure would indicate a settled 
intention of recognizing very soon the independence of the Colonies. But it 
is probably not connected with any such view. 

4. Such i)raduce and merchandise as may come direct from the Colonies under the 
Spanish and without having touched at any port, whatever may have been the 
caiiHc, shall he entitled to a reduction of half the duties. 

5. Cocoa of all kinds and all other goods and merchandise, whatever may be the 
place whence they proceed, shall pay 18 p^ too under the Spanish flag and i more, that 
m 24 nr. 100 under a foreign flag, according as they may be valued. 

6. No other sugars shall be admitted than those coming from the Island of Cuba with 
a corresponding Register; and they are to pay 2 p^ 100 upon the value assigned if im¬ 
ported direct from thence and under the national flag; if under a foreign flag, or if 
the ship shall have touched at any foreign port, whatever may have been tlie cause, the 
present existing duties of 4 reals per arroba shall be paid on the presentation of the 
original Register and proof being given of their shipment at said ports of Cuba, 

7. All other goods and merdKindiac from the loyal Colonics shall be subject to pay¬ 
ment of 2 pr. xoo on their value, under the Spanish flag, as before stipulated, the rlnl- 
lipine Islands and Porto Rico excepted, which are to continue in the enjoyment of the 
privileges that have been granted them. 

8. As the produce and merchandise of the revolted Colonies are to be brought to the 
same standard as foreign merchandise, the presentation of certificates of property and 
place of shipment is not to be required. 

9. The importation of Colonial produce, whatever port it may proceed from, will be 
allowed in the exempted provinces and in Navarre for the consumption of the same, and 
may be entered through tne ports of Bilboa and St. Sebastian free of all duties, agreeably 
to the privilege which they nave always enjoyed as respects foreign importations; said 
produce may, also, be imported into the adjoining provinces through the Custom 
nouses of Victoria, Ordufia, Agrcda, Lognofio, and Mallen on payment of the duties 
ai^igned to a foreign flag; but in this case it will be indispensible to send along with the 
goods a certificate of the Judge of Contraband of Bilboa and S". Sebastian; these being 
the only fiorts prescribed for importations, whatever may be their denomination, but in 
no wise are they to be conveyed over land. The prohibition against keeping magazines 
in the frontier towns of Castile and Aragon remains in full force; the importation of 
goods through Navarre shall be lawful only by way of Pamplona; in which case the 
?!uitom houses will deduct the necessary duties but not any otiiers, in a manner that the 
payment of duties may be brought to a level with those exacted in Cantabria. 

10. Foreign Colonial produce and that which may come from our Americas, (now put 
upon an equality,) which shall be carried to the ports of the exempted provinces from 
the prescribed ports, (where they will have paid the duties,) for tne purpose of being 
hufKirted into Castile or Aragon, shall not be obliged to pay said duties over again to the 
Custom houses of Cantabria, and others before mentioned, in conformity to the privi¬ 
lege granted them in the foregoing article. 

11. All the regulations relating to the Commerce of America established by the 
ordinance of the 16th April 1816 are suppressed, except those that reprd the coasting 
trade of the Island of Cuba, or any others that may hereafter be adopted as supple¬ 
mentary to the existing ones. 

I**'. The produce and merchandize of Spain may be exported to the revolted Americas 
uixin the same terms as may be established for foreign countries; for said provinces 
being considered as such, it is immaterial whether the products of Spain be carried to 
them or to foreign ports; by which means, in case of a concession being granted toany 
goods going to America, it will be easy to prevent others from being considered as 
entitled to the same benefit. 

2. Foreign vessels arriving at our ports, on transit to America, with goods or mer¬ 
chandise of lawful Commerce and of tlieir own production, will be allowed to ship these 
of the Peninsula free of duties, provided the Cargo they may bring do not exceed the 
third part of the vessels tonnage and that they load the other with the produce or 
manufactures of Spain; but if it exceed the aforesaid 3^ part the duties of entry on the 
Cargo brought shall be paid in full. 

3«. Foreign vessels arriving in ballast or laden with goods for sale, and that ship in 
return an entire cargo of the produce or manufactures of Spain, shall be allowed the 
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1166 

Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, November 7, 1826, 

The Russian Minister communicated to me two or three days ago the 
substance of some new instructions which he has received from his govern¬ 
ment on the subject of the relations between Spain and her Colonies. He 
had transmitted to his Court the answer ^ which was given to my proposition 
of an armistice; and the reception of this document was the immediate 
occasion for despatching these instructions. The Emperor expresses his 
surprise that His Catholic Majesty should return a merely formal and 
evasive answer to a proposal of this kind, and directs his Minister to ascertain 
whether this is the only reply which is to be given to the offers of amicable 
mediation by the United States and to the overtures made by the Emperor 
Alexander last year in consequence. Such is the account given by Mr. 
d’Oubril of the natureof his new instructions. Mr. Lamb received despatches 
from Mr. Canning while the latter was at Paris informing him that the 
Russian Government had sent orders to Mr. d’Oubril to use his influence 
with this Cabinet in favor of an immediate acknowledgment of the Inde¬ 
pendence of the Colonies. 

Mr. d’Oubril told me the same time that he had succinctly stated to Mr. 
Salmon the Emperor’s wishes upon this subject: but that he had thought it 
his duty to inform his Government that in the present unsettled state of this 
Cabinet and especially while their attention is so exclusively occupied with 
the affairs of Portugal he did not think it probable that the question of the 
Colonies would be suddenly taken up still less speedily decided. 

^ MS, Dispatches from Spain, XXVI. 

2 See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1163, Duke del Infantado to Everett, July 8, 1826. 


benefit of of the tonnage duties, whether they be destined to America or to a foreign 
port. 

4. Spanish vessels taking entire cargoes, as above stated, either for America or for 
foreign ports, shall be entitled to the i of said duties. 

5. It shall be permitted to trade to the Island of Cuba under Spanish and foreign 
flags, upon the same terms or difference of charges as may be observed in respect to 
foreign ports with an extra charge of 4 p^ 100 on foreign flags, as a means of giving some 
advantage to our Commerce with that Island, for which purpose our vessels shall also 
enjoy a reduction of half the tonnage duties in those ports. 

6. Both Spanish and foreign vessels shall load the of their Cargoes with Spanish 
produce and merchandise; the remainder may be completed with foreign goods imported 
into the peninsula, or it may be received in foreign ports; but when the entire cargoe 
shall consist of Spanish produce, foreign vessels in the Island of Cuba shall be entitled 
to a reduction of of the tonnage duties; but our vessels shall always enjoy the benefit 
pointed out in Article 6, although they should not have laden more than of a Cargo, 
as before stated; and as respects the remaining 3^ part consisting of foreign goods, 
brought from the peninsula, they are to have the benefit of a 3^^ of the duties of 
importation into said Island. 



2I3B PART XIII: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 

Mr. Lamb commumcated to me yesterday a despatch which he has just 
received from Mr. Canning also containing new instmctions on the same 
subject. Mr. Canning begins by stating that it has been signified to him by 
the Colombian Minister at London as the wish of his Government that that 
of Great Britain would use its good offices with the Spanish Cabinet in 
favour of the conclusion of an Armistice; that the Government of Mexico 
unites in this wish; and that Mr. Dawkins the Commissioner at Panama 
appears to think that the Representatives of the several Powers there 
assembled have the same general disposition. Mr. Canning directs Mr. 
Lamb to mention these facts to the Secretary of State but not to accompany 
them by any offers of mediation or service. The time for these, he adds, is 
past, the former proposals of this kind having been met with total silence. 
He then enters for two or three pages into a sort of indirect statement of the 
advantages which Spain would derive from a pacification, constantly re¬ 
marking however that it is a matter of entire indifference to the British 
Cabinet whether they make peace or not any farther than respects the in¬ 
terest which every civilised and Christian nation must of course feel in 
checking the effusion of blood. He alludes to the Autographic letter of the 
King of France (mentioned in my former despatches) and says that it would 
be superfluous to attempt to add anything to the arguments there urged on 
the interest of Spain in favor of peace. He concludes by directing Mr. 
Lamb to obtain from the Spanish Government a declaration of their in¬ 
tentions upon this subject (not for the satisfaction of the King who is wholly 
indifferent about it) but that he (Mr. Canning) may know what to say to the 
Colombian Minister. 

Mr. Lamb delivered a copy of this despatch yesterday to Mr. Salmon. 

The occasion of transmitting these new instructions was probably the 
same with that which led to those of Mr. d’Oubril, viz., the answer to my 
proposal of an armistice. This was the first written reply that had been 
given by this Cabinet to any proposition of amicable mediation; and being 
couched in civil and friendly terms though Insignificant in substance induced 
the foreign Governments to suppose that there was now some prospect of 
effecting an arrangement. Hence the autograph letter of the King of France 
and these new Instructions to the Russian and British Ministers. The 
affected indifference of Mr. Canning is of course a mere cover; and one 
through which it is not difficult to discern the workings of some other feelings 
as well as that of resentment at the neglect shown by Spain of the former 
offers of service made by Great Britain. 

I have always considered the answer to my proposal of an armistice as at 
least leaving open the door for farther negotiation if not absolutely holding 
out a prospect of a favorable result; and have intended to avail myself of the 
first proper occasion to renew my efforts upon this subject. The change of 
Ministry which took place immediately after, the unsettled state of the 
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ri^t ever since, the King’s absence from the Capital and the engrossing 
ts that have intervened in Portugal, have rendered it impossible thus 
o attempt any thing further. I have occasionally touched upon the 
tion in conversation with Mr. Salmon in a general way; and, have little 
t: as well from his remarks as from his known character, that his in- 
-Taa .1 opinion respecting it is precisely the same with mine. But while he 
5 the Department merely ad interim and does not attend the King’s 
>11., his influence is not considerable; and it would be a waste of labour to 
ri-IDt to produce an impression upon him. The difficulties with Portugal 
LOW in some degree appeased, at least for the present: The King returns 
l 3 .drid on the 26th, and the moment will then be somewhat more 
rtune for reviving this subject. The determination of France to 
t: the Spanish American Flags (an effective though informal recogni- 
of their Independence) and the change of policy in the Russian 
ri^t upon this subject are circumstances which ought to have great 
hit here and will vary the state of the question very much from what it 
ast winter. I cannot say that I look forward with any great confidence 
L immediate decision in favour of peace; but it seems nevertheless as if a 
net so completely passive as this appears to be at present in regard to its 
relations must after a while be carried along by the combined efforts 
the Christian Powers acting upon it in unison for one common object, 
la-ve the honour [etc.]. 


1167 

CLnder H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, January 7, 1827. 

xsL^e lately heard with surprise and regret the proceedings of Bolivar at 
X although I had been partly prepared for something of the kind by the 
r of the Constitution which he had previously dictated for his republic in 
mountains. These events appear to me to change very considerably the 
Ltion of affairs in Spanish America and must produce I should suppose an 
t: upon our policy in regard to those countries. It can hardly be an 
:::t: with the United States to encourage the establishment of a military 
otism in Colombia and Peru the first operation of which would be to 
s an advanced post on the Island of Cuba. Should Bolivar realize his 
sets he must do it almost wholly by the aid of the coloured castes who 
of course under these circumstances form the dominant portion of the 
MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVI. 
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people. A military despot of talent and experience at the head of a black 
army is certainly not the sort of neighbour whom we should naturally wish, 
if we had the choice, to place upon our Southern frontier. On some future 
occasion and when the views of Bolivar (which are already however but too 
clear) shall be more fully developed, I may perhaps take the liberty of sub¬ 
mitting some further reflections to you upon this subject. According to my 
view of it I confess that were the moment favorable for resuming the negotia¬ 
tion at this place upon American affairs (as it evidently is not) I should 
hesitate about the propriety of insisting any longer upon the recognition of 
the republic of Colombia as a thing agreeable to the United States. A con¬ 
siderable time will probably elapse before there will be opportunity for 
treating any subject of importance with this government excepting that of 
Portugal. In the mean time you would oblige me very particularly by 
furnishing me with new Instructions upon the subject of our relations with 
the Spanish American Governments and the Islands of Cuba and Puerto 
Rico. I should also be indebted to you for a communication of the In¬ 
structions that have been given to our Ministers at Panama and in general 
for any information tending to illustrate the views of the President upon this 
branch of our foreign policy. 


1168 

Alexander //. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, Marchji, 1827. 

The Duke of San Carlos who has generally been looked to ever since the 
resignation of the Duke del Infantado as the permanent successor and who 
has been during the intervening period residing at Paris, is now on his way 
home; and it is supposed among the best informed persons that he will 
immediately, be appointed Secretary of State. He is (as I think I informed 
you in a preceding letter) an American and has very large landed estates in 
Peru. He is also represented as a person of moderation and correct judg¬ 
ment though of not very brilliant intellectual powers. His appointment 
would perhaps be likely to exercise a favorable influence on the question of 
the acknowledgment of the independence of the Colonies. 

As regards this subject, I am happy to be able to inform you that arrange¬ 
ments are in a state of forwardness at Rome for the conclusion of Concordats 
with the new American Gov^. This fact was communicated to me yester- 
^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVII. 
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day by the Bishop of Cervia, Secretary of the Embassy here. It is still kept 
as secret as possible in order that it may not come to the knowledge of the 
Spanish Cabinet until the details are all settled. It is thought that when the 
business is fairly terminated the Ministry will acquiesce though perhaps with 
a bad grace; but that if they were aware that the negotiation was proceeding 
they would be at some pains to obstruct it and might give the Pope a good 
deal of trouble. The Bishop expects to receive copies of the treaties in a 
short time and has promised to communicate them to me as soon as they 
arrive. The first effect of these arrangements in America will be to fill the 
vacant sees through the whole vast extent of the new States. The general 
influence of the event will be, I should think, highly favorable to the good 
order and tranquillity of those countries; but whether it will tend to confirm 
their present republican form of Gov^. is perhaps more doubtful. I am 
inclined in fact to attribute the somewhat sudden termination of these 
negotiations to the influence of Bolivar, who probably conceived that an 
established church will serve to consolidate the new constitution, which it 
appears to be his intention to introduce in Colombia and Peru. These are 
also the Govts, with which, as I understand, the arrangements have ap¬ 
proached most nearly to a conclusion. In my next letters I shall perhaps 
be able to give you some further particulars upon this subject. 

I am [etc.]. 


1169 

Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, April 7, 1827. 

Sir: I have mentioned to you, I believe, in some of my preceding letters 
the cases of several citizens of the United States who have been.taken by the 
Spaniards in the service of the new American Governments and have been 
detained in consequence as prisoners. According to the pretext of sovereignty 
over the American Continent which is still held up in form by this Govern¬ 
ment such persons are liable to be treated as rebels, and to suffer the punish¬ 
ment of death. John Lyon, formerly a Lieutenant in the Navy, is now in this 
situation at the Canary Islands, and several individuals named on the en¬ 
closed list are imprisoned at Ceuta for the same cause. 

Although these persons by making war upon a power in amity with the 
United States have forfeited their right to be claimed and protected as 
citizens, they are nevertheless according to our view of the political situation 
1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVII. 
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of the American Continent not to be considered as accomplices in acts of high 
treason against the Spanish Government. The public acknowledgment by 
the United States of the Independence of the Spanish Colonies doubtless 
had some indirect influence in inducing them to seek their fortunes in the 
service of these Powers. For these reasons I have thought myself at liberty 
to take an interest in their favor and to employ any means for obtaining their 
release which might appear most likely to succeed. I have accordingly 
from time to time mentioned their case both verbally and in writing to the 
Minister and have urged their release or exchange chiefly on the score of 
common humanity. The afifair has been for some months past under the 
consideration of the Minister of War and I have been promised from week 
to week a decision, which, I rather suppose when it comes will be favourable. 
Finding however that the matter was attended with much delay and fearing 
that some of the prisoners, especially Lyon, who is in bad health, might die 
in the interim, I determined to solicit their liberty of the King as a personal 
favor to myself. I accordingly requested of His Majesty through Mr. 
Salmon a private audience for this purpose which was very readily granted 
for the following day. At this interview with the King I stated to him 
briefly the motives of humanity that recommend the release of these men 
and added as a particular reason which had encouraged me to solicit their 
pardon, that a favour of this kind which His Majesty had granted to my 
predecessor Mr. Nelson in the case of one Pechut had been rendered ineffec¬ 
tual by the delay that had previously taken place, the prisoner having been 
executed before the pardon arrived. The King received the application 
very civilly and said that Mr. Salmon had also interested himself for these 
persons. He promised to take the matter into consideration and I am in¬ 
duced to hope that the request will be granted. I delivered to the King a 
written memorandum of the names of the persons in question of which I en¬ 
close a copy. 


1170 

Alexander II. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

^ Madrid, April xg, 1827. 

The report of the appointment of the Duke of San Carlos to the place of 
Secretary of State has in a great measure subsided and the existing arrange¬ 
ment, which is entirely provisional in substance as well as in form, seems 
likely to continue for the present. The King left town yesterday for Aran- 
1 MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVII. 
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uez taking with him of the Ministers only Calomarde who has the depart¬ 
ment of Grace and Justice and is regarded as the organ of the Clergy in the 
Cabinet. This circumstance indicates distinctly enough the nature of the 
nfluence which is still really predominant notwithstanding the concessions 
vhich it has been found necessary to make to the Portuguese and English, 
[t appears that Count Of alia will stay a while at Paris on his way to London, 
md will endeavour to arrange the misunderstanding that has taken place be- 
:ween the two Courts, so as to replace the formal diplomatic relations on 
:he usual footing. The French papers intimate that he is charged with in- 
itructions to communicate to the Cabinets of Paris and London the intention 
Df this Government to fit out a new expedition against Mexico. Their 
articles on the subject are doubtless an echo of some vague rumours to this 
effect which circulated here about the time of the Court’s departure, but 
A^hich after making a pretty careful enquiry I have not been able to trace to 
my distinct foundation. Mr. Salmon assured me formally and explicitly 
:hat the Court had no instructions in regard to America; and Mr.Lamb who 
zommunicated with him before he set off respecting the objects of his mission 
confirms the assurance. It is well understood, however, that the dominant 
party are less inclined then ever to an acknowledgment of the Independence 
Df the Colonies. The late movements of Bolivar in Peru and Colombia and 
the disturbed state of some of the other Governments have revived their 
expectations which had been a good deal depressed by the constant ill success 
the Royal arms on the Continent of America. 


1171 

Alexander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, June p, 182^, 

It has been vaguely rumoured here that Count Ofalia was authorised in 
the event of finding much difficulty in effecting the objects of his mission to 
offer as an additional consideration for the evacuation of Portugal the 
acknowledgment by Spain of one or more of the new American States and of 
a part of the Loan contracted by the Cortes. But these reports are evidently 
baseless. It was supposed with a greater appearance of probability, as I 
mentioned^ to you at the time of the Count’s departure, that he was 
empowered to negotiate upon the subject of the Colonies. I then made a 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVII. 

2 See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1170, Everett to Clay, April, 19, 1827. 












pretty careful inquiry upon this point and came to the conclusion that he had 
no positive instructions to treat for the acknowledgment of the new States or 
in any way to commit the Government; but was probably ordered to report 
any proposition that might be made to him from any quarter. Such was 
the account which Mr. Salmon gave me of the nature of the Count’s powers 
at the time. The rumour alluded to has lately been renewed both here and 
abroad; but I have learned nothing yet that would lead me to give any 
credit to it. Mr. Salmon’s assurances are the same as before and he repeated 
them to me at my last conversation with him on the 5th inst. He then said 
that orders had been given a long time ago for the preparation of a full report 
upon this interesting question which, when made, would become the basis of 
a new examination of it by the Council that might possibly end hereafter in 
the adoption of some specific measures, but that in the meantime the events 
in Portugal had occurred and that the Government for a year past had given 
no real attention to any thing else and least of all to the state of America; 
that as regards the mission of Count Of alia in particular the only object of it 
was to attempt to obtain the evacuation of Portugal by the British army. 

A little circumstance however occurred here lately which might be inter¬ 
preted so as to prove that the Count either with or without authority, was 
taking some interest at present in the affairs of the Colonies. Among his 
personal acquaintances at this place was a certain Dr. Joseph de Presas, 
known as an individual of respectable talent and as being pretty well ac¬ 
quainted with America. He had been employed as private Secretary to the 
Queen of Portugal while she resided at Rio Janeiro and had returned with 
her to Europe. He then passed into the Spanish Service in which he held 
several respectable places and in the year 1823 went out to Mexico probably 
as a secret agent to collect information. Upon his return he made a report 
upon the situation of that Colony which was afterwards printed and of which 
I send you herewith a translation.^ It is violently hostile to the Revolution 
and found a good deal of favour in the eyes of the Count and the diplomatic 
corps, more I suppose from its spirit than from its substantial value as it 
gives little or no real information respecting the Republic. Since his return 
from Mexico this person had remained here without any ostensible employ¬ 
ment; but within a few weeks he left the City in a rather mysterious manner 
giving out to his most intimate friends that he was going to Catalonia upon 
some affairs of a private character which he stated in detail. The first 
letters received from him after his departure were dated at Paris and it 
appears from the last accounts that he was leaving that City for London at 
about the same time with Count Ofalia. This coincidence has induced some 
persons here to believe that he was invited by the Count to come on for the 
purpose of assisting him in his negotiations in regard to America; and the 
conclusion seems to be altogether probable whatever may be the nature of 

^ Not printed. 



DOCUMENT II71: JUNE 9, 1827 


2145 


the Count’s instructions. The employment of Presas whose opinions and 
feelings are decidedly against the Independence of the Colonies is itself how¬ 
ever a symptom that nothing of that kind was contemplated as the result of 
the mission of Of alia. It must be allowed in fact even by those who are 
most strongly inclined to recommend to Spain the policy of Recognition that 
the present moment is not precisely the one which a prudent Government 
would select for adopting any new system of a decisive character in regard to 
America. 

You will have learned directly from Paris that the visit of Mr. Camacho, 
Minister of foreign affairs in Mexico, to that City produced a favorable 
effect upon the relations between the new Republic and France. Letters 
addressed by him to one of his friends and countrymen at this place which 
passed through my hands mention that the French Ambassador at London, 
after specially consulting his Government on the subject acknowledged Mr. 
Camacho as Minister Plenipotentiary from Mexico in the passport which he 
gave him upon leaving England and that he had procured from the Ministry 
the recognition of the Mexican Consul accredited at Paris and the expedition 
of commissions made out in the same form for the French Commercial agents 
in his own country. These proceedings amount to a formal acknowledgment 
of the Independence which had before been substantially recognised by the 
admission of the flag. I have also learned from the Bishop of Cevica 
[Cervia?] Secretary to the Pope’s Embassy here that the arrangements 
which I mentioned in a former despatch^ as being in a fair train had in fact 
been completed. The Nuncio and his Secretary have recently quitted the 
country and the Embassy is for the moment entirely vacant. Copies of the 
concordats concluded with the new Governments had not been received here 
before the Nuncio’s departure, but I shall probably be able to obtain them 
soon through the medium of the French Charg<§ d’Affaires who is instructed 
to sustain the interests of the Pope at this Court. These important pro¬ 
ceedings in France and Italy may be viewed as completely confirming the 
Independence of such of the American States as are enabled by their internal 
situation to derive the natural advantage from them and particularly 
Mexico. It is much to be regretted that the recent turn of events in the 
Republic of Colombia should have been of such a kind as not only to destroy 
the prospect of immediate tranquillity but even to throw some uncertainty 
upon the mere fact of independence, the security for which, as far as there 
is any, now rests entirely, as respects that Government, on the imbecility of 
Spain. 

Genh Loriga an officer who has served with some distinction in America 
was lately appointed to command the second military division on the Island 
of Cuba, and it was rumoured here as the intention of the Government in 
sending him out that he should ultimately take the direction of a new 

1 See above, pt. xiii, doc, 1168. 
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expedition against the Continent. He left Madrid about six weeks ago for 
Bordeaux where he was to embark for his destination, but had hardly had 
time to reach that City when a Courier was despatched in pursuit of him 
with an order countermanding his appointment and recalling him to this 
place. It was reported here that his recall was occasioned by a denunciation 
made by me of a plot for delivering the Island to the English in the event of 
actual hostilities in which Loriga was concerned. I have since seen a person 
not now employed in the Government but who occasionally visits the King 
in private and who told me that he had himself denounced Loriga directly to 
His Majesty as being every way a most corrupt and suspicious character and 
had furnished such documentary proofs of his charges as determined the 
step that was taken. 


1172 

Alexander IL Everett^ United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Confidential. Madrid, August 17, 

Sm: The enclosed copy of a confidential despatch addressed to the Minister 
of State by the Conde de Alcudia, Spanish Minister at London, ^ was handed 
me today by a private friend and may be depended on as authentic. As this 
communication was made to me in the strictest confidence, and as the docu¬ 
ment is in Itself unsuitable for the press, I take the liberty of transmitting it 
to you for the President's information in the form of a private letter, and re¬ 
quest that it may not be placed on the public files of the Department of 
State. 

In this letter the Spanish Minister informs his Govh of a plan conceived 
by that of England, and already in a state of partial execution, for effecting a 
revolution in the Canary Islands & in Cuba. The sources from which the 
Count de Alcudia derived his knowledge upon the subject are, as you will 
perceive, of the most respectable character, and such as leave no doubt of 
the reality of the facts. The object seems to be to establish the British in¬ 
fluence in those islands—in the end probably to obtain territorial possession 
of them; the cover of a spontaneous declaration of independence by the in¬ 
habitants is to be employed in order—as is expressly stated—to avoid 
awakening the jealousy of the Gov^ of the U. S. 

I have thought it of high importance to give you the earliest information 
of these proceedings: and wishing to send off the paper by the French Canice 
that leaves town tonight, I have no time at present to add any further re- 

* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVII, 

2 See above, pt. xni, enclosure to doc. 1172, p. 2147, under date of June i, 1827, 
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marks. The President will perceive at once the bearing of these projects 
upon the interest of the U. S. and will judge what measures it may be proper 
to adopt for the purpose of defeating them or counteracting their effects. 
If any should be resolved on in which my concurrence may be wanted, you 
will of course favour me with the necessary instructions. In the mean time 
I shall endeavour to collect all the information on the subject that is acces¬ 
sible here, and shall give you notice of any other circumstances that may 
come to my knowledge. 

It is rather singular that the Duke of Wellington should have made known 
to the Spanish Minister a plan formed & acted on while he was himself a 
member of the cabinet. The fact was probably owing to the strong feelings 
of disgust & bitterness with which he has been inspired by the late change in 
the Administration. It is also rather singular that Mr. Salmon himself 
should have made no communication to me upon a project, which is certainly 
not indifferent to the U. S. and in regard to which he might naturally expect 
that their cooperation would be useful to Spain. Upon this point & others 
connected with the subject I shall hereafter submit to your consideration 
some additional remarks.^ 

I am [etc.]. 


[enclosure] 

Private Dispatch Addressed to Manuel Gonzalez Salmon, First 
Secretary of State of Spain, by Count de Alcudia, 
Spanish Ambassador to Great Britain 

London, June i, 1827 . 

Confidential. 

Sir: For the information of the King I deem it my duty to make 
known to Y. E. that this Gov^ dispatched a Frigate some time ago 
to the Canary Islands with persons on board who were instructed to 
ascertain whether any preparations were making for sending out troops 
to America, as well as the state of defence of the islands & the senti¬ 
ments of the inhabitants. All this was accordingly performed, and 
the islands were found to be destitute of defence, the Troops few in 
number, and those few disaffected & ready for any enterprise. 

Having thence proceeded to the Havana, they found that there 
was a similar disposition among the inhabitants there; but that the 
strength of the place and the care with which every point is guarded, 
would make any attempt to take possession of it very difficult without 
the concurrence of the authorities and the garrison. Under these 
circumstances it has been concluded to prepare the public opinion in 
favour of England by means of emissaries, to the end that the inhabit¬ 
ants may declare themselves independent and call in the British to their 
assistance, who will be ready to give it, and who by this means will 
avoid any collision with the Gov*, of the U. S. This plan has been 
connected between the revolutionists residing here (at London) and in 


* See below, pt. xin, doc. 1174. 
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the islands; and a Spanish General now at this place has been fixed 
upon for taking the command at the Havana. 

The Duke of Wellington has given me advice of this plan, and it is 
confirmed by an intimation which he also gave to Brig''. Don Francisco 
Armenteros, when the latter took leave of him upon going to the 
Havana. The Duke then requested him if he discovered any disposi¬ 
tion in the authorities of that place to throw off the Gov‘. of I-I. C. M. 
to acquaint him (the Duke) with it as it would be a great pity that the 
King should lose that possession. God preserve [etc.] 


1173 

Alexander IL Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 
of State of the United States ‘ 

[extract] 

Madrid, November 8,1827. 

The late difficulty with the Pope in regard to the affairs of South America 
seems to be amicably settled. The new Nuncio, who takes the title of Arch¬ 
bishop of Athens, arrived here a week or two since, and although he could 
not be presented to the King was allowed by His Majesty to enter at once 
upon all the privileges of his office. It is even rumoured that the Court of 
Rome has consented to defer for a year the formal installation of the Bishops 
lately named for Colombia. But this report rests on doubtful authority, 
and is not very probable after the late proclamation by His Holiness of the 
names of these Bishops in open consistory and after the misunderstanding 
with this Government, which resulted from the proceeding, is nearly 01 
quite arranged. 

Various reports have been current of late both here and in other parts oi 
Europe respecting negotiations for peace between Spain and her colonies 
and a pretended treaty has, I believe, been published in some of the French 
papers. From the information which I possess upon the subject, in th« 
accuracy and completeness of which I have the fullest reason to put confi¬ 
dence, I can assure you that there is not the least foundation for these re¬ 
ports, and that no step whatever of importance has been taken respectinf 
the Colonies since my last communications on that subject, or is likely to b( 
for an indefinite time to come. 

* MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVIII. 
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Alexander H. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Confidential, Madrid, December 12,1827. 

Sir: I have intended ever since I received the information respecting the 
British intrigue for revolutionising the island of Cuba and the Canaries,^ 
to communicate with this Govt, upon the subject at the earliest favorable 
opportunity. The unsettled state of the Administration for some time 
after, and then the departure of the King and the only effective Minister for 
Catalonia, together with the urgent character of their occupations in that 
quarter, rendered it of course inexpedient for the time to direct their atten¬ 
tion to any other affairs, however in themselves important. I should 
probably have adjourned the matter untill after the King’s return, which is 
expected about the middle of January, had not the Gov^. recently shewn a 
disposition to terminate at once the negotiation respecting Indemnities. It 
struck me that a free communication with the Minister upon the subject 
alluded to would naturally produce a more friendly & confidential feeling 
towards the U. S. which might possibly have a favorable effect upon the 
decision of this question. In the conversations which I have recently had 
with Mr. Salmon I have accordingly taken occasion to suggest, without of 
course mentioning from what quarter the information had been received, 
that the Gov^ of the U. S. had reason to suppose that the British Gov^ had 
organised a plan for revolutionising the islands; and I enquired of him 
whether this Gov^. had any knowledge of the proceedings. Mr. Salmon 
seemed a little surprised at the tenor of my remarks; but replied that this 
Gov^. had in fact received information some months ago that the British 
Gov^ had sent out a frigate to the Canaries & to Cuba for the purpose of 
reconnoitering the state of the preparations for defence at those islands, and 
of establishing relations with such discontented persons as might be found 
there. He had heard nothing respecting the results of this expedition, & 
believed that thus far everything was tranquil & secure. The Gov*., he 
said, placed great dependence on the fidelity & efficiency of the troops at 
Cuba, which they believed were quite competent to secure the island against 
any hostile enterprise foreign or domestic. 

I then mentioned to Mr. Salmon that according to the information which 
the Gov*, of the U. S. had received, the object of the plan was to place the 
island under the protection of G. Britain, but that the form of a declaration 
of Independence was to be adopted in order to avoid awakening the jealousy 
of the U. S.; that the U. S. would not of course be deceived by this artifice; 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVIII. 

* See above, pt. Xiii, doc. 1172, Everett to Secretary of State, August 17, 1827. 
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that they could not view* with indifference these movements of the British 
Gov^ considering it, as they did, as a settled principle that the island must in 
no event pass into the possession or under the protection of any European 
power other than Spain—that itwasnot their desire to derive any accession of 
territory or other direct advantage from the part which they might be 
compelled to take in the affairs of Cuba by the results of this intrigue; but on 
the contrary to employ their influence, should it be necessary, in the manner 
most agreeable to the wishes and the interest of H. M. and I intimated to him 
that the moment seemed to be favorable for a more full & free communication 
of intentions & opinions respecting the state of this island and of the 
American Colonies in general than had yet taken place between the two 
powers. I suggested to him, at the same time, that it would in my opinion 
contribute materially to the establishment of a good understanding between 
them (so desirable on every account at the present moment) if H. M’s. Gov*', 
would consent to arrange immediately to the satisfaction of the U. S. the 
several questions now under negotiation. 

Mr. Salmon appeared to be a good deal interested in what I said upon 
the subject, and requested me to give him a note of the principal particulars 
that he might be able to make them known with precision to the other 
Ministers. I have accordingly prepared a short confidential memorandum 
upon the subject, which I shall hand him the next time I see him. No 
results can be expected from these communications in reference to the more 
general subject of the Colonies, or even of the island of Cuba, untill after the 
return of the King & M r. Calomarde. . . . 

Soon after writing my last confidential letter I received a visit from 
Colonel Cloiect [?], one of the two persons who had given me the information 
which I transmitted to you upon the abovementioned subject; the other, 
Marco del Pont, having been as you are aware, arrested. The Colonel at¬ 
tempted to put a good face upon the conduct of his associate, and affirmed 
that he was perfectly innocent of any share In the troubles of Catalonia; that 
the letters which had been found and produced against him related merely 
to business transactions; and that he would shortly be set at liberty. Several 
weeks have since passed away, and Marco still remains in close confinement. 
Although the Colonel disavowed for himelf & his friend any share in the 
conspiracy, it was evident from his conversation that he heartily wishes that 
it might succeed and also fully believed that it would. At this interview he 
mentioned that he thought of going shortly to Valencia for a change of air, 
and it is probable that he soon after left town, as I have not seen him since. 

At this, as at our preceding conversations, the Colonel professed the highest 
respect for the Gov*. & people of the U. S. & the strongest wish that the 
island of Cuba might form a part of our Confederacy. Such, he said, was 
the wish of a great part of the inhabitants; and he did not doubt that it 
would sooner or later be realised. He had been, he added, an ardent Royalist, 



2151 


DOCUMENT 1174: DECEMBER 12, 1827 

and had given proofs of the most devoted attachment to the King under all 
changes of fortune; but he had now become satisfied that the system of 
administration adopted in this Kingdom was so thoroughly corrupt—beyond 
all hope or possibility of improvement—that the island could never really 
prosper under it or enjoy any actual security against the occurrence of 
troubles. For these reasons he was ready to cooperate at any time to the 
extent of his influence in any measures that might be expedient for delivering 
it up to the U. S, and would put into their hands with pleasure the port & 
colony of Fernandina of which he is Governor. The bay of Jagua on which 
it is situated would, as he said, afford an excellent landing place for a body 
of troops—it being capacious & secure—not very remote from the Havana, 
with a good road leading from it to that place across the country. 

These proposals were made without any solicitation on my part, not did I 
give the Colonel any encouragement to suppose that they would be acted on. 
I told him, on the contrary, that the U. S. were on good terms with Spain, 
and would on no account take any measures inconsistent with this relation— 
that if it should become necessary, in consequence of the present British in¬ 
trigues or of any future occurrence, for them to interfere in the concerns of 
the island, even to the extent of landing troops there, they would still act in 
the name & on the behalf of the King, and with the intention of maintaining 
his authority. I added that with this understanding of the policy of the 
U. S. it would be highly interesting to them to know that in the contingency 
alluded to (which was certainly far from being an impossible one) they could 
depend upon his cooperation and that I would certainly communicate the 
overtures which he had made upon the subject to my Gov^ You will per¬ 
ceive at once by inspecting a map how important the possession of the point 
in question would be in the event of any active operations on the island. 
The CoU. who is very much advanced in years, possesses the Gov*, of the 
colony for life with reversion to his son, whose dispositions are probably the 
same with his own; so that the state of feeling indicated by his proposals will 
doubtless exist at this point for a long time to come. 

I think it proper to inform you that I have been for some months past in 
communication with a private agent of the Colombian Gov*, at this place 
named D“. Thomas Quintero. He is a native of Caracas, where after having 
been educated for the bar he was employed by the Bishop of the diocese as 
his private secretary. Soon after the opening of the revolution the latter 
returned to Madrid and Quintero accompanied him. The Bishop soon after 
died, leaving his secretary executor of his will, in which capacity he has been 
acting ever since. He is considered as a person of superior talent and is the 
author of some literary works of merit. He was introduced to me in the 
first instance by a third person as a private gentleman, and some time after 
read to me letters from Mr. Ravenga, authorising him to act for the Gov*, of 
Colombia, and speciaUy requesting him to communicate with me. He has 
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also read to me letters from the Colombian Minister at London. I do not 
find that he has any powers to treat with this Gov*', directly or indirectly, so 
that his chief or only business here is to furnish information. I have thought 
it my duty, upon being assured of the reality of his public character, to com¬ 
municate freely with him upon matters in which the interest of his Gov^ is 
concerned, and have in turn derived considerable assistance from him in col¬ 
lecting information respecting the state of passing events in this Kingdom. 

A few weeks since he put into my hands a list of Colombian citizens who 
had been taken prisoners by the Spaniards and are now kept in close con¬ 
finement in the Peninsula, together with another of Spaniards who have in 
like manner been taken by the Colombians and are now detained in their 
hands, with a request that I would use my influence with this Gov^ for effect¬ 
ing an exchange. The two lists had been transmitted to him by the Colom¬ 
bian Minister at London. I felt of course no difficulty in acceding to his 
desire; and after first conversing with Mr. Salmon on the subject, I addressed 
a note to him respecting it. 


1175 

Alexander 11. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Confidential. Madrid, April 4,1828, 

Sir: Since I had the honour of writing to you last on the subject of the 
memoir on the American question transmitted by Count Ofalia from London 
& now under consideration in the Council of State, I have taken occasion 
from time to time to converse with Mr. Salmon about it, and to obtain such 
information as I could from other quarters. Mr. Salmon tells me that the 
memoir is circulating from hand to hand among the members, agreeably to 
the mode of transacting business in that body, in order that every one may 
form and put in writing his private opinion upon it, after which it will be 
taken up in Council. He rather holds out the idea that the deliberations 
will terminate in the adoption of some decided measures; but this is probably 
the effect of his general habit of accomodating the manner, and in some 
degree the substance, of his remarks to what he supposes to be the disposition 
of the person with whom he is talking. The information which 1 receive 
from other quarters inclines me to think that there is no prospect of any 
important result from these proceedings, and this is the more probable as the 
larger & only effective part of the members of the Council are known to be 
more decidedly opposed to concession than perhaps any other equal number 
of persons in the Kingdom. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVIIL 
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I have been positively promised a copy of this memoir as soon as it shall 
come into the hands of a certain member of the Council, and if I obtain it 
shall of course send it to you without delay. From the farther notions which 
I have been able to obtain respecting its contents, I am inclined to doubt 
whether it is precisely such a paper as I had been led to suppose in the first 
instance, & whether it was a spontaneous & decided effort by its author to 
aid in bringing about an acknowledgment of the independence of the new 
States. Notwithstanding the positive & repeated assurances which I re¬ 
ceived from the Gov^ about the time when Count Ofalia set off upon his 
mission that he was not authorised to treat upon American affairs, I have 
now very little doubt that he was instructed to communicate either directly 
or indirectly with the agents of the American powers, and to hear their 
proposals, particularly with the view of ascertaining whether any of them 
would be satisfied with any thing short of complete independence. The 
memoir which he has now transmitted contains, as I have reason to suppose, 
the result of these communications accompanied by observations from the 
Count himself on the merits of the question, but not conveying any express 
recommendation of an acknowledgment of the independence of the new 
States. 

It is perhaps more probable that the Count in transmitting the memoir at 
this moment and the Gov*, in taking it into consideration have rather acted 
on the opinion that, in consequence of the continued troubles in various parts 
of Spanish America and the apparent tendency of the general condition of all 
the new states to proceed from bad to worse, the period was favorable for 
attempting an arrangement upon a different basis from that of separation. 
The same idea has also been suggested to me by the Russian Minister. His 
instructions since the accession of the Emperor Nicholas have been more 
precise than they were before on the subject of advising a pacification even 
on the basis of independence, if no other could be obtained; but in conse¬ 
quence of the troubled state of the Peninsula, and the absence of the King 
he has had no opportunity of acting upon them. Upon his return from 
Barcelona I communicated to him the information I had received on 
the subject of the memoir of Count Ofalia of which he had before heard 
nothing; and he has since occasionally conversed with Mr. Salmon about it. 
The impressions he has received from these conversations and from such 
other intelligence as he has been able to obtain in regard to the contents of 
the memoir & the views of this Gov*, in taking it into consideration, agree 
with mine as expressed above.—He also appears to think—as I just remarked 
—that the internal troubles throughout Spanish America indicate a decided 
incapacity in the population of those regions to organise regular governments, 
and that the better course would be for the principal European powers in 
concert with the U. S. to endeavour to mediate between the two parties to 
the war on a different principle from that of independence. This opinion is 
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however, as I understand it, entirely a private one, & probably rather at 
variance with the spirit of his last instructions on the subject. Although 
the events of the last two years are certainly of the most discouraging 
character, I cannot for myself renounce the belief that the new States will 
assume after a while a more settled aspect, and can hardly suppose that 
either the United States or G. Britain will be induced to adopt a new system 
of policy in regard to them in consequence of appearances which, however 
unpleasant, are doubtless incident to a greater or less extent to all violent 
Revolutions of this description and may be expected to subside of themselves 
in the course of time. While countenanced as they are now by these two 
powers it is not likely that any of the Spanish American States will think 
of voluntarily relinquishing their independence; and considering the natural 
pertinacity of the Spanish character, it may well be doubted whether after 
all that has passed a general intervention of all the Powers—including G. 
Britain & the United States, would succeed (without employing actual 
coercion which would of course never be resorted to) in inducing them to 
consent to such a thing. The plan of the Russian Minister appears to be 
therefore on all accounts impracticable, but considering the suggestion as in 
itself entitled to some attention and as being perhaps the precursor of some 
more formal proposal of a similar kind from the same quarter, I have 
thought it worth mentioning to you confidentially for the information of 
the President. 

The American question being again under the consideration of this Gov*, 
and of course to a certain extent under that of the other principal powers, it 
seems desirable that the latter should be as well informed as possibleof all the 
past occurrences connected with this business. Under this impression I 
thought it expedient to communicate to the Russian Minister the despatch 
from the Spanish Minister at London transmitted with my confidential letter 
No. I .* He had no previous information of the proceedings mentioned in this 
document, and appeared to be a good deal surprised—not in the most agree¬ 
able manner—at this exhibition of the policy of the British Gov*. He agreed 
with me in thinking that the system then adopted will probably not be 
pursued by the new Administration. Although the Duke of Wellington was 
a member of the Cabinet at the time, it is quite apparent from his giving in¬ 
formation of the proceedings to the Count de la Alcudia, that they did not 
meet his personal approbation; and it is already sufficiently evident from his 
publicdeclarations&actsasPrimeMinister that hewill take much lessinterest 
in the cause of Spanish America as well as of Portugal & Greece than his 
predecessor. The project may therefore be viewed as in a great measure 
personal to Mr. Canning, and as an effect of his—in this instance—perhaps 
extravagant & ill judged 2eal for liberal principles aided possibly in part by 
jealousy of the United States. 



2155 


DOCUMENT 1175: APRIL 4, 1828 

In the last conversation which I had with Mr. Salmon on this subject he 
mentioned to me that the memorandum I had delivered to him respecting it 
had been, with several other papers relating to the American question, 
annexed to the memoir of Count Ofalia that they might be taken into con¬ 
sideration by the Council in connexion with it. In allusion to the intimation 
given in this memorandum and on various other occasions that it was the 
policy of the United States to maintain the existing state of things in the 
island of Cuba, as far as they could do it with propriety & consistently with 
the observation of a fair neutrality between the belligerent parties, he desired 
me to state more particularly—if I had no objection—in what manner the 
Gov*, of the United States would lend their aid for this purpose if the 
occasion should require it. I replied, substantially in the same way as I did 
soon after my arrival here and have done in several subsequent instances to 
inquiries of a similar kind, that the United States could not undertake to 
guarantee positively & formally the possession of the island of Cuba to the 
King,because they did not wish to enter into engagements which might involve 
them in war—but that they considered their well known policy on this sub¬ 
ject taken in connexion with that of G. Britain & France, which were equally 
notorious to the world, as furnishing a security hardly less formal & probably 
much more effectual than any written obligation considered merely as such. 
He remarked in reply that he was aware that it was our policy to prevent the 
island from passing into the hands of any European power other than Spain; 
and alluding to the project of the British Gov*, disclosed in the communica¬ 
tion of the Count de la Alcudia, according to which they were to take it under 
their protection employing the form of a declaration of independence in 
order not toawaken the jealousy of the United States,he inquired what course 
we should adopt supposing (what is not at present very probable) that a 
serious attempt should be made to realise this plan. I replied that my 
Gov*, had received information of the project in question, but had not 
given me any new instructions in consequence of it; and that I could only 
answer by reference to the tenor of my preceding instructions, which were of 
a general kind, but nevertheless sufficiently explicit—that in them I was 
expressly authorised to assure the Spanish Gov*, that the United States 
could not in any event permit the island of Cuba to pass into the hands of 
any European power other than Spain, and to inform them that a similar 
communication had been made to the principal cabinets of Europe partic¬ 
ularly France, G. Britain & Russia. If notwithstanding these declarations 
any one of these powers should undertake to disturb the existing state of 
things, it followed in my opinion as a necessary consequence that the United 
States would be prepared to cooperate actively with H. C. M. in maintaining 
it. He then inquired what sort of cooperation they would under these 
circumstances probably agree to. I replied that having, as I had already 
informed him, no precise intruction in regard to the contingency in question 
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I could only give him my private opinion, but that on my view of the subject 
the case supposed seemed hardly to admit of any doubt, and that [the' 
United States would cooperate in the first instance by good offices, and it 
these failed, in any other form that might be agreeable to H. M.’s GovV 
He then said that these assurances were satisfactory but that he should be 
glad to have them if possible in a more completely official shape. I told him 
in answer that I would with pleasure inform you of the substance of our con¬ 
versation 8 c lose no time in making to him any farther communications whict 
might be given me in charge. His precise object seemed to be to ascertair 
whether in the case supposed the United States would go the length—shoulc 
other methods fail™of employing their naval & military force in aid of the 
King. I made no scruple of assuring him that I had no doubt they would— 
considering this as a necessary result of their declared & well known policy 
Should the President's opinion be different he will of course instruct me^ tc 
qualify what I have individually said upon the subject by any official com¬ 
munication which may appear to him expedient. It may be proper to add 
that in seeking to obtain some farther & more precise assurances from the 
United States, this Govh does not probably act under an apprehension of the 
immediate occurrence of the danger alluded to, but merely for the genera 
purpose of satisfying themselves in regard to our policy. The project enter¬ 
tained last year by the British Govh has been the immediate occasion of tak¬ 
ing the matter into view at present: but Mr. Salmon assured me very ex¬ 
plicitly, and I have no doubt sincerely that they did not believe that th( 
plan would be pursued or that the Island was now exposed to any danger 

I have received no official answer to the note transmitted with my Iasi 
confidential letter containing a proposal for a reciprocal exchange of Colom¬ 
bian & Spanish prisoners. 

I received a few days ago from the Colombian Minister at London a lettei 
in which he informs me that armed vessels of his country cruising on the 
Mediterranean station are exposed to embarrassment for want of some porl 
where they may occasionally take refuge. Gibraltar is, it seems, made ar 
exception from the general liberty given them by their treaty with Englanc 
of establishing Consuls in all British harbours, and using them freely for al 
purposes of war & peace consistent with the usual principles of national law 
They are therefore obliged to resort occasionally to the ports of the Barbar> 
powers; but even here they are unable at present to establish Consuls and oi 
course to prove their national character in a satisfactory manner, Ir 
consequence of these circumstances Mr. Madrid desires me—should I fee 
myself authorised to do so—to instruct the Consuls of the United States ir 
these ports to lend such facilities as may be in their power to the Colombiar 
vessels that may enter them, as well for the purpose of authenticating theii 
national character as of protecting them if necessary against any arbitrary 
^ See above, pt. l, doc, 185, Van Buren to Van Ness, October 2 , 1829. 
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proceedings on the part of the Regencies of Barbary. As good offices of 
this description appear to me to come within the range of those which are 
usually reciprocated between the agents & citizens of friendly Gov*“. when 
occasion requires, I propose to comply provisionally with his request: but 
have thought it proper at the same time to give you notice of thecircumstance 
that the President, should he think it necessary, may have an opportunity of 
countermanding my instructions by a direct injunction to the Consuls at 
Gibraltar and on the Barbary Coast, to whom I shall address it. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


1176 

Alexander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spainj to Henry Clay^ Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

Madrid, April 2g, 1828. 

Sir: The enclosed paper^ was lately communicated to me by a friend who 
received it from an authentic source at Lisbon with an assurance, that it 
contains the substance of a proposition lately made to the Regent by the 
British Ambassador at that place as a basis for a negotiation respecting the 
settlement of the succession to the two Crowns of Portugal and Brazil. It is 
rather more favorable to the Regent than the system at present established 
by the Charter, which excludes him entirely from any pretentions to either 
Crown, at least until the complete failure of the line of the Emperor of Brazil 
in all its branches. No answer has yet been returned to this proposal. 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVIII. 

* The paper follows: 

Substance of an arrangement of the right of succession to the Crowns of Portugal and 
Brazil proposed to the Government of the former by that of Great Britain. 

1 

The Emperor of Brazil cedes his right to the Crown of Portugal to his daughter D* 
Maria de Gloria and acknowledges the Infant Miguel as Regent according to the 
Charter. 

2 

The succession of Brazil is secured to the lineal descendants of the Emperor with the 
exclusion of D® Maria de Gloria. 

3 

The succession of Portugal is secured to the lineal descendants of D“ Maria de Gloria 
and on their failure to those of the late King with the exclusion of the Emperor of 
Brazil. 

4 

If either of the two lines become extinct the succession passes to the other; the heir 
for the time being will then make his election between the Crowns, and the one which he 
renounces passes to the next heir in succession. 

5 

The mode of succession to the Crown in the two countries shall be determined by the 
laws of each. 
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You are probably aware that during the course of last winter the Emperor 
of Brazil was advised by the principal powers of Europe acting in concert for 
this purpose to derogate from the settlement of the succession to the Crown 
of Portugal, established by the charter, and to recognize his brother Miguel 
as King. It is understood that in making this suggestion they proceeded on 
the supposition that upon the Emperor’s establishing himself abroad the 
right of succession rested ipso facto in Miguel by the ancient Constitutional 
laws of the Kingdom, and that they had inadvertently overlooked this 
circumstance when they previously assented to the settlement made by the 
Emperor in favor of his daughter. This suggestion was sent out about the 
first of last December and it is now about time for the answer of the Emperor 
to arrive. It is not improbable therefore that the arrangement contemplated 
in the enclosed paper, which is a sort of middle term between the settlement 
as now established and the one suggested, by the Powers may have been 
proposed by the Emperor to them and to his brother as a compromise. 

But under whatever auspices it may have been proposed it will not be 
readily assented to by the Regent whose partizans are fanatically bent upon 
overthrowing the Constitution and declaring him absolute King. Nothing 
short of the most positive and determined opposition from the great powers 
will prevent this result whether the Emperor of Brazil consent to it or not. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1177 

Manuel Gonzales Salmon^ First Secretary of State of Spain, to Alexander H, 
Everett, United States Minister to Spain ^ 

[translation] 

At the Palace, April, 1828. 

Sir: The King my August Master has been informed that a Proclamation 
signed by David Porter styling himself Commander of the Squadron belong¬ 
ing to the pretended Republic of Mexico has been published in Vera Cruz 
under date of the i6th of November last, offering to grant letters of Marque 
and ordering the Inspection and detention of all vessels having Spanish 
property on board or articles contraband of war destined for His Majesty’s 
service. The above proclamation is conceived in the following terms. 

By a resolution of the Supreme Govt, dated 23d of last July and in 
conformity with the tenour of the existing laws and ordinances all ves¬ 
sels that shall be found to have enemies’ property on board are to be 
brought into this port for their acquittal or condemnation. This 

‘ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVIII, enclosed in Everett to Clay, May i, 1828, 
which see below, pt. xni, doc. ii79» 
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measure is to extend to all vessels carrying contraband articles to an 
enemy's port; which articles are understood to be mortars, cannon, 
muskets, pistols, and other fire arms, as also swords, sabres, bayonets, 
and other offensive weapons; powder, balls, grenades, and every kind 
of warlike stores; timber for shipping, rigging, sail cloth, and all other 
articles made use of in the construction and equipment of vessels; 
military troops, sailors, horses, clothing for soldiers and generally all 
effects employed in the military or naval service:—Of all which notice 
is hereby given to the public for their information and to the end that it 
may produce the proper effects without any one being able to alledge 
ignorance. I also make it known for the government of those who 
may be disposed to solicit letters of Marque and for that of vessels em¬ 
ployed in cruizing against the enemy. 

It seems unnecessary to observe to Y. E. that this singular measure is not 
calculated to injure the interests of Spanish commerce alone; that of the 
United States will perhaps be the first to feel the effects of the wrong thus 
done to their flag. Such no doubt is the opinion entertained by the Insurers 
of Philadelphia, New York and Boston, who, as His Majesty has been in¬ 
formed, have represented to Your Excellency’s Government against Porter’s 
Proclamation. His Majesty therefore cannot permit himself to doubt that 
the President will resist all pretentions on the part of those rebels to search 
the vessels of the United States, and that he will cause their flag to be 
respected. But should it happen otherwise, which His Majesty is unwilling 
to believe, the Spanish Government will then be under the painful necessity 
of adopting suitable measures of reciprocity, and of ordering the interception 
by their ships of all articles contraband of war, that may be found proceeding 
to the ports of the insurgents. 

His Majesty’s Minister in Philadelphia has been directed to represent this 
circumstance to Your Excellency’s Government and I hope that Y. E. on 
your part will also communicate it for their knowledge. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1178 

Alexander H, Everett^ United States Minister to Spain, to Manuel Gonzalez 
Salmon, First Secretary of State of Spain ^ 

Madrid, April 30,1828. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive Your Excellency’s late note ^ inform¬ 
ing me of a proclamation issued by Commodore Porter under the authority 
of the Government of Mexico in which he announces his intention to capture 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXVIII, enclosed in Everett to Clay, May i, 1828, 
which see below, pt. xni, doc. 1179. 

* See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1177, under date, April [?] 1828. 
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and bring into port for adjudication neutral vessels having enemies’ property 
or articles contraband of war on board, specifying those which he considers 
as being of this character; and instructs the national and private armed ships 
under his command to do the same. 

Agreeably to Your Excellency’s request I shall immediately transmit a 
copy of your note to the Government which I have the honor to represent. 
Having no other information of the facts to which Your Excellency alludes, 
and of course no instructions on the subject from my Government, it is not 
in my power to furnish at present any particular explanation of the light in 
which the President views this proceeding of Commodore Porter, or of the 
policy which he may think proper to adopt in consequence, I can venture 
however to assure Your Excellency in advance that it will be the earnest wish 
of the Government of the United States on this, as it has been on all former 
occasions, to establish the most liberal construction of the acknowledged 
rules of public law; and that they will continue to observe as they have here¬ 
tofore done a fair neutrality between the parties to the present war in 
America. 

The list of contraband articles given by Commodore Porter includes 
several which have been on former occasions declared by the Government of 
the United States not to be properly included in it, particularly timber and 
other naval stores. The President will doubtless remonstrate with effect 
against their being now treated as such by the Government of Mexico. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1179 

Alexander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Madrid, May i, 1828, 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation of a note^ which I 
lately received from the Secretary of State respecting a proclamation issued 
by Commodore Porter in the name of the Mexican Government, and of my 
reply.® 

1 also enclose a translation of a late circular instruction jointly addressed 
by the Secretaries of the Treasury and the Navy to the inferior agents in their 
respective departments, and prescribing certain measures to be adopted by 

^ MS. Dispatches from Spain XXVIII. 

2 See above, pt, xiii, doc. 1177, Salmon to Everett, April [?], 1828. 

^ See above, pt. xiii, doc. 1178, Everett to Salmon, April 30, 1828. 
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latter for the more effectual prevention of contraband trade. It was 
asmitted to me by Mr. Salmon with a request that I would make known 
contents to my Government, and to the Consuls of the United States in 
5 Kingdom. As the regulations established in this instruction are of some 
;rest to the merchants engaged in the Spanish trade, it may perhaps be 
ledient to publish it in the newspapers, 
am [etc.]. 


1180 

xander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spain ^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Madrid, June 23, 1828, 

have reason to suppose that nothing farther has been done in the Council 
state on the subject of the report of Count Ofalia upon the relations with 
lerica; and that nothing important will probably result from it. This 
nt corresponds, as you will recollect, with my anticipations. The domi- 
it party in the Council of State is in fact more decidedly adverse to the 
nowledgement of the Independence of the Colonies than perhaps any 
lal number of persons in the Kingdom; and in sending the memoir to this 
ly for consideration it must have been the intention of the Ministry to 
[t out the idea of any such concession, were it even recommended, as is 
y doubtful, in Ofalia’s memoir. I have not yet obtained the copy of this 
)er, which I have been promised, but shall probably receive it sooner or 
ir. 

rhe same person, from whom I received information of the transmission 
:his memoir, and by whom I have occasionally been favoured with other 
fimunications of value, mentioned to me within a few days a fact, which I 
mot believe to be possible, but of which I think it my duty to give you 
ice for the information of the President. He states that another memoir, 
:> transmitted by Count Ofalia, is now under the consideration of the 
Lincil of State, in which the Count advises an attempt to reconquer 
xico, and place one of the Infantes there as Viceroy; adding that the 
tish Government will not only not oppose the expedition, but will on the 
trary assist Spain with money and an auxiliary army of eight thousand 
n. The person who gave me the account stated that he received it from 
: of the agents of Government, who is himself employed by the Council of 
,te to make a report to them upon the subject, agreeably to the mode of 
ceeding usual with that body in treating all important affairs. It was 
1 MS.lDispatches from Spain, XXIX. 
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added that the only objection made in the Council to the immediate accept¬ 
ance of the offer arose from a doubt whether they could with propriety trust 
the good faith of the British so far as to allow their armies to enter the 
Colonies even as auxiliaries. Such is the statement which is made to me, 
certainly on authority which I should consider in general as pretty good.— 
The known disposition of the Duke of Wellington, who is politically and per¬ 
sonally friendly to the King of Spain, and has kept up a confidential cor¬ 
respondence with him ever since the war, together with the nature of the late 
internal movements in Mexico, which were not probably very satisfactory in 
their issue to the British Government, render a report of this kind somewhat 
leas improbable than it would have been a year or two ago. Still however, 
as I remarked above, I cannot but view it as a thing impossible that such a 
proposition should really have been made. The report may perhaps be an 
incorrect account of some actual proceeding in the Council, of which, should 
that be the case, I shall probably hereafter be able to give you the details.... 

The Consulado of Cadiz drew up a short time ago a strong representation 
to the King in favor of the acknowledgment of the Independence of the 
American Colonies and sent it on here informally to the Ministers in order to 
ascertain whether it would be well received by His Majesty. It was returned 
with a negative answer, and has consequently not been presented. A copy 
has been sent me from Cadiz, of which I shall transmit a translation with my 
next despatches. It is somewhat curious as an expression of the opinion of 
an important portion of the mercantile community upon this interesting 
question, and it also includes a good deal of positive information on the 
present state of Commerce in this Kingdom. 

I am [etc.]. 


1181 

Alexander II. Everett, United States Minister to Spain, to Manuel Gonzalez 
Salmon, First Secretary of State of Spain ‘ 

Confidential. Madrid, December is, 1828. 

Sir : Y. E. is aware that the agents in Europe of the new States, which have 
been formed out of the Spanish Colonies in America, are authorised to treat 
for peace whenever it may be agreeable to H. M’s. Gov‘. to open a negocia- 
tion with them for this purpose. I have lately been requested by the 
Colombian Minister at London to intimate to Y. E. in a confidential way that 
there is at present a disposition on the part of those states to make some 
pecuniary sacrifices for the attainment of an object so desirable on every 

‘ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXIX, enclosed in Everett to Clay, January 10, 1829, 
which see below, pt. xni, doc. 1183. 
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account to both the belligerent parties. These sacrifices would not be offered 
as indemnities for a sovereignty of which the American States consider them¬ 
selves as in possession, and which H. M’s. Gov*, would on their part doubtless 
not regard as a fit subject for bargain and sale: but as payments in the nature 
of those that are often made by one independent nation to another at the 
conclusion of a treaty of peace, for the purpose of covering the expenses of 
the war and otherwise facilitating the arrangement of terms. Should H. M. 
Gov*, deem this suggestion of a nature to be taken unto serious consideration 
I shall be able after communication with the Colombian Minister at London 
to enter into some further details on the subject. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1182 

Alexander H. Everett^ United States Minister to Spainy to F. M, de Madrid^ 
Colombian Minister to Great Britain ^ 

Madrid, December 30 y 1828, 

Dear Sir: Your letter, dated Buxton, October Sth^ and enclosing copiesof 
the correspondence between Admiral Laborde and the authorities at 
La Guayra on the subject of the exchange of prisoners, was duly received. I 
am happy to inform you—as you have doubtless learned already through 
D. Tomas Quintero, that the prisoners who were detainedat the Four Towers, 
have lately been released by the effect, as the Gazette states, of the King’s 
clemency, and with an understanding that if they are taken under the same 
circumstances they shall receive no quarter. William Natta, who appears to 
have been the Commander of the privateer GenK Armario, is alone excepted 
from this indulgence. I was informed by the Consul of the U. S. at Cadiz 
that the exception was made at the demand of the French Consul at that 
place, but have since learned from the same authority that the French 
Consul denies having interfered in the affair. The Consul of the U. S. is 
making further inquiries into the cause of his detention, and will communi¬ 
cate to me the result of them, I shall with pleasure take any further steps 
that may appear likely to be of service in effecting his release. I think it 
proper to mention to you in this connexion, that the Consul of the U. S. at 
Cadiz, Mr. Alexander Burton, has been indefatigable in his attentions to 
these prisoners, as well as to the crews of one or two other Colombian ships 
which have been placed before in similar circumstances; and has on all these 

^ MS, Dispatches from Spain, XXIX, enclosed in Everett to Clay, January 10, 1829, 
which see below, pt. xili, doc. 1183. 

* See above, pt. xni, enclosure to doc. 1183, p. 2170. 
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occasions made every sacrifice of labour, time, and money, that could 
possibly contribute either to their liberation, or to their comfort, while they 
remained in confinement. The letters, which several of them have addressed 
to him before and since their release, and of which he has shewn me the 
originals, are filled with the strongest expressions of gratitude and obligation 
for his kindness. It occurred to me that your Gov*, would probably be 
desirous of reimbursing to Mr. Burton his actual pecuniary advances to 
prisoners in their service, and I accordingly requested him to send me an 
account of his expenses of this kind with the intention of transmitting it to 
you for your information and Gov*. Mr. Burtonhowever very disinterestedly 
declines to avail himself of my proposal, and requests me to suggest to you 
that if at a future period your Gov*, should have occasion to establish a 
consulate at Cadiz, and should not think it expedient to employ a native 
Colombian, he would be happy to render them in that capacity all the 
services that might be in his power. I feel much pleasure in making you 
acquainted with these particulars, which are honourable, I think, to the 
character of Mr, Burton, and which I doubt not you will learn with satisfac¬ 
tion, and perhaps deem it proper to make known to your Gov*. 

I shall avail myself of the earliest good opportunity to inform the Consul 
at Algiers of the favourable sense entertained by your Gov*, of his proceed¬ 
ings respecting their relations with the Barbary powers. I have heard no 
further from him or the other consuls on that coast upon the subject since I 
wrote you last. Before proceeding to acquaint you with the steps I have taken 
in consequence of the intimations contained in your letter on the subject of a 
negociation for peace it may be proper to premise that you appear to have 
been, at the time of writing, under some little misapprehension—arising 
probably from not having your papers immediately about you—in regard to 
certain communicationswhich as you suppose, were made to you by me upon 
this subject. You allude to a letter of mine, of which you do not quote the 
date on account of your absence from London, but which you describe as 
having given you information of some proceedings of a private character, 
which were commenced at this place by Mr. Lamb two or three years since, 
and as you say continued by me. You will find upon recurring to the file of 
my letters, if you have preserved them, that no mention is made in any of 
them of the proceedings in question; nor had I, as you suppose, any share in 
commencing, or continuing them. They were entered upon by Mr. Lamb, 
—in connexion with another foreign minister from one of the German Courts, 
and, I believe, without any authority from either of their Gov*^. An opinion 
was entertained by these Ministers, that much might be effected by a distri¬ 
bution of money among the persons immediately around the King. Some 
overtures were made for the purpose, and the negociation proceeded so far, 
and, as Mr. Lamb thought—with so much probability of success, that he com¬ 
municated what he had done to his Gov*, and requested that if they approved 
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of his proceedings they would remit the funds necessary for accomplishing 
the object. To this communication the British Gov^ made no reply what¬ 
ever; and here the negotiation rested, nor has it since, to my knowledge at 
least, been resumed. I was not at the time or since informed by Mr. Lamb 
of any of these particulars, but was confidentially made acquainted with 
them after the affair had entirely terminated by the other foreign Minister to 
whom I have alluded above. I have since had some reason to suppose that 
this intrigue had injured rather than improved the prospect of a pacifiication 
and that the Royal Family were unpleasantly impressed by the indirect 
suggestions that were made upon this occasion by the British Minister. 
However this may be, I was not, as I have just mentioned—informed at the 
time of the transaction, nor should I have felt myself at liberty without the 
express orders of my Gov*, to take a part in a negotiation of a description 
rather out of the ordinary line of our policy. In the course of conversation 
with D- T. Quintero upon the subject of a pacification, I informed him con¬ 
fidentially of the circumstances which I have just stated, and enquired of him 
at the same time whether the Spanish American States would probably be 
disposed at present to make any pecuniary sacrifices for the purpose of ob¬ 
taining peace. From his communications to you made in consequence of 
this conversation you doubtless received your information on the subject, 
and as my name was mixed up with them you naturally enough supposed— 
writing from memory—that it was conveyed in a letter from me. 

Without meaning to intimate that there was any thing improper or im¬ 
politic in these proceedings of the British Minister, I have thought it ex¬ 
pedient to give you this explanation, in order to avoid any mistake on your 
part or that of your Gov*, as to the nature of my negotiation on the subject 
of peace. The intimations contained in your letter of the 8th of October of the 
disposition of your Gov*, to make pecuniary sacrifices for the attainment of 
this object were of such a nature that I felt myself at liberty to act upon them 
under my general instructions. I understand it to be their intention to offer 
a payment in the nature of those which are frequently made by independent 
nations at the conclusion of treaties of peace in order to cover the expenses of 
the war, and facilitate in other ways the arrangement of terms. There is 
nothing in a proposal of this kind out of the ordinary course of negociation, 
or which seemed to render necessary a special reference to my Gov*. The 
present moment is not perhaps—as you suggest in your letter—particularly 
opportune for overtures towards pacification on account of the internal dis- 
sentions that unhappily continue to exist in different parts of the Spanish 
American States, and particularly in Colombia. But this consideration is 
rendered of less importance by the great delay which attends the transaction 
of all political business at this Court. Under the most favourable circum¬ 
stances a proposal of this kind would certainly not be acted upon, perhaps 
not taken into serious consideration, until a long time after it had been made. 
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It appeared to me therefore expedient that it should be brought under the 
notice of the Gov*, immediately. Months may perhaps elapse before it will 
become the object of any very serious deliberation. In the mean time the 
state of affairs in America may become more favourable, and when a suitable 
time for pressing the negociation shall arrive, the suggestion will have be¬ 
come familiar to the Ministry and may have its weight in determining their 
opinions. This at least is certain, that when the recognition of the inde¬ 
pendence of the Colonies was most urgently recommended to the King by 
several of the foreign Gov*®, about three years ago, one of the arguments 
employed for the purpose of parrying the proposition was, that the Colonies 
exhibited no disposition to make such a measure in any way profitable to 
Spain, and that they demanded large concessions without offering any thing 
in the way of equivalent. The present suggestion will serve, at least in part, 
to remove this difficulty. It is not improbable, as you suggest, that the 
Ministry, combining the time when it is made with some late occurrences in 
America, may imagine for the moment that it is the result of conscious 
weakness; but on this head there can after all be—I should think—no very 
strong delusion in the minds of this cabinet. They are pretty well aware 
that however the internal situation of the new States may from time to time 
vary there is little or no prospect of such changes as would at all facilitate 
the conquest of any part of the continent by their arms, and that it would 
rather be their policy to apply in the present case the ordinary rule for inter¬ 
national negotiation, and endeavour to make use of a moment when the 
enemy was somewhat less favourably situated than usual for the purpose of 
obtaining better terms than he might otherwise be inclined to grant. In 
short all proposals for negociations made by one belligerent party to another, 
as they imply of course a desire for peace in the party that makes them, may 
be construed into a confession of weakness: but this consideration does not 
prevent such proposals from being habitually tendered or from being uni¬ 
formly viewed more favourably and agreed to more readily in proportion as 
they hold out greater advantages to the adverse party. It appeared to me 
therefore on the whole that there was very little danger of any unpropitious 
result from such an overture and that as far as it produced any effect, it could 
not fail to do good. 

For these reasons, and after taking a suitable time for deliberation upon 
the manner in which it would be most expedient to sound the Ministry upon 
the subject I concluded that the most direct and regular mode would on all 
accounts be the best. I accordingly took an opportunity of mentioning to D. 
Manuel Gonzalez Salmon that I had received from you a communication of 
an interesting character in regard to the relations with America, and begged 
him to appoint a time for a private interview at which I might give him the 
particulars. I then stated to him the nature of the proposal, without how¬ 
ever specifying any particular extent to which the American States might be 
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disposed to go in the way of pecuniary sacrifices, a point which would more 
naturally come under consideration at a future period, should the principle 
be acceded to—and taking care to let the Minister understand distinctly that 
in making this offer it was not the intention of the States to purchase a 
sovereignty, of which they considered themselves already in possession, but 
to propose a payment in the nature of those that are occasionally made by 
independent nations at the conclusion of peace, to cover the expenses of the 
war and facilitate in other ways the arrangement of terms, I availed myself 
of the occasion to repeat some of the suggestions which I have frequently 
made before on the general expediency of a pacification—and added others 
resulting from occurrences of a recent date. I remarked particularly to the 
Minister that it was doubtless not singular that Spain should be among the 
last of the European powers to acknowledge the independence of her ancient 
colonies, but that in fact nearly or quite all the others, who had any motive 
for opening new relations with distant parts of the world, had already taken 
this step, and that within the last year the two Courts which were most 
intimately allied with Spain, and of whose friendly sentiments and disposi¬ 
tions to promote her interests in every practicable way she had the least 
reason to doubt—France and Rome—^had adopted such measures in regard 
to the Colonies, as evidently shewed that they considered the contest as at an 
end, and the question of independence substantially settled. Mr. Salmon 
listened to these remarks with attention, making of course such objections 
and qualifications, as might have been expected from a person speaking in 
the interest of Spain; and suggesting particularly that the late and present 
internal troubles in almost all parts of Spanish America demonstrated very 
plainly that the Am. Gov^". had not yet attained such a state of consolidation 
and stability as would give them a claim to expect to be recognized by other 
powers, especially by the mother country. In reply to this remark I re¬ 
minded him that internal dissentions of greater or less extent were un¬ 
fortunately inseparable from all Revolutions: but their occurrence in the 
present case under all the circumstances by which they were attended ap¬ 
peared to me to furnish arguments rather in favour of than against a pacifica¬ 
tion: Internal dissentions in these States afforded an opportunity for the 
manifestation of sentiments favourable to a return to the Government of 
Spain if any such existed, and as no Spanish party had in fact appeared at 
the time when if ever such a party would naturally shew itself the conclusion 
appeared irresistible that the country was unanimous in favour of independ¬ 
ence, whatever differences of opinion there might be upon other questions— 
that Spain could of course derive no advantage from the results of these 
differences, should they even, as they have done in several instances, take 
the form of civil war, and that an attempt to subjugate the continent by 
force—were it convenient for Spain to make one—^would probably have no 
other effect than that of appeasing for the time the domestic divisions, and 
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uniting all parties against a common enemy. On the other hand the 
existence of these internal dissentions, while it in no way increases the chance 
of the recovery of the Colonies by Spain, might perhaps be reasonably ex¬ 
pected to render them more anxious for peace. Hence by negotiating at 
such a moment the Spanish Cabinet might perhaps obtain more favourable 
terms than would be assented to at a period of entire tranquillity. 

At the close of the conference Mr. Salmon assured me that the overture 
should be taken into consideration, and that he would immediately com¬ 
municate it to the Council of Ministers, where it must regularly be discussed 
before it could be submitted to the King. That there might be no misunder¬ 
standing in regard to the nature of the proposal he desired me to give him a 
written memorandum of the substance of it. I waited a few days before 
doing this in order to ascertain by a further conversation with him what 
impression the former one had made upon his mind. In the course of the 
following week I had another interview with him for a different object, at 
which he turned the conversation himself to this subject, and desired me 
particularly to send him the memorandum. He said that he had mentioned 
the proposal to the other ministers, but that no consultation would be held 
upon it until the note was received. Within a few days after I addressed to 
him the short confidential note of which a copy is annexed,* and which 
merely contains a naked statement of the proposal with the restrictions and 
qualifications with which you requested me to guard it. No answer has yet 
been returned to the note, nor have I, since writing it, had any conversation 
of consequence with the minister upon the subject. 

The close communication, which has existed between the Gov‘. of the U. S. 
and that of Russia in regard to the efforts that have been made here by 
both in favour of a recognition of the independence of the Colonies, rendered 
it proper that I should acquaint the Russian Minister with the steps which I 
had taken. I have accordingly communicated to him your letter authorising 
the overture, and the substance of the conversations I have had with D. M. 
Gozalez Salmon on the subject. Without entertaining any very sanguine 
exp>ectation of the immediate success of this proposal, he expressed his 
satisfaction that it had been made, conceiving that an offer of a considerable 
pecuniary payment by the American states would remove one of the 
difficulties that had hitherto obstructed the negotiation. He was gratified 
with the confidence I reposed in him by informing him of the overture, and 
promised to use his influence, which is not inconsiderable, with the Gov‘. in 
support of it. The influence of France is however greater than that of 
Russia: and as the French Ministry is now decidedly favourable to the 
independence of America, and is represented here by a very liberal and able 
Ambassador I intend to inform him also of the proceeding, and to request 
him, should it be agreeable to his instructions and views of propriety, to 
‘ See above, pt. xiii, doc. ii8i, Everett to Salmon, December 15,1828. 
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concur in it. Mr. Salmon and the Russian Minister are thus far the only 
persons, out of the Legation, with whom I have communicated upon the 
subject, excepting D. Tomas Quintero; and it was therefore with some 
surprise that I saw the steps I had taken alluded to in a letter from Madrid, 
published in the French Newspapers, and which must have been written 
almost immediately after my first conversation with Mr. Salmon. 

I pray you to make known the contents of this letter to Mr. Barbour for 
his information in regard to these negotiations, and beg to assure you [etc.]. 


1183 

Alexander H, Everett^ United States Minister to Spain^ to Henry Clay^ Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

Madrid, January lOy iSsg, 

Sir: I received a few weeks since a letter from the Colombian Minister at 
London, in which he requested me to make some further suggestions to this 
Gov*, on the subject of a negociation for peace. The enclosed translation 
will inform you of the nature of the contemplated overture. It appears that 
the Republic is disposed to agree to considerable pecuniary sacrifices for the 
purpose of facilitating the arrangement of terms. The Minister seemed to 
think that the other American States, although they have not yet been con¬ 
sulted about it, would concur with her in making an offer in the name of the 
whole of twenty million dollars. Should Spain shew a disposition to treat on 
this basis Colombia would consult the other States, and should they refuse to 
concur, would agree to a separate peace, she paying her part of the above- 
mentioned sum, and Spain engaging to treat with the other States, whenever 
they might deem it proper to come in upon the same conditions. 

This proposition appears to have been the result of a report made by the 
Colombian agent here to his Minister at London of certain conversations 
which he held with me some months ago. I informed him confidentially of 
the steps that were taken by the British and Saxon Ministers here in regard to 
the subject in the winter of 1826-7, of which I also gave you notice at the time. 
Their object was, as you will recollect, to operate on the minds of the King 
and Royal family, by a pretty liberal distribution of money among the per¬ 
sons in immediate attendance at the Palace, and who were supposed to have 
much influence upon their opinions and feelings. In these proceedings I had 
—as I informed you at the time—no share, not having indeed been consulted 
about them by Mr. Lamb, and having only learned them from Baron de 


^ MS. Dispatches from Spain, XXIX. 
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Kormeritz after the project had been abandoned. In communicating to the 
Colombian agent what took place on this occasion I however enquired of him 
whether his Gov*, or those of the other American States, would probably be 
willing to make pecuniary sacrifices for the purpose of obtaining peace. In 
giving his Minister at London an account of this conversation he appears to 
have represented me as having taken part in the intrigue instituted by Mr. 
Lamb, and as having continued it since his departure. The Minister on the 
other hand—in writing the letter of which a translation is enclosed at a diS“ 
tance from his papers refers erroneously to a letter from me as the source of 
the information on this subject which he received from D. Thomas Quintero. 
These errors are perhaps of no great importance, but I thought it due to the 
honour of the Gov*, and my own that there should be no misund[erstand]ing 
anywhere in regard to the nature of our negociationson this subject. I have 
accordingly taken care to rectify the impression which Mr. Madrid had re¬ 
ceived from the agent here in my answer to his letter of which a copy is en¬ 
closed.^ 

Although I should not have felt myself at liberty to take part in proceed¬ 
ings of the nature of those above alluded to without being authorized by the 
express instructions of the President I saw no difficulty in making the sug¬ 
gestion contemplated in the letter of Mr. Madrid, which, although it indicates 
a change in the policy of the Colombian Gov*, agrees nevertheless with the 
usual course of negociation between independent powers. I accordingly 
took an early opportunity of conversing with Mr. Salmon on the subject, and 
afterwards at his request transmitted to him a concise statement of the pro¬ 
posal in question in a confidential note.® The particulars of my conversa¬ 
tion with him and also with the Russian Minister on the same subject are 
given at length in the enclosed letter to Mr. Madrid: and a copy of the note 
is hereunto annexed. 

I am [etc.]. 

[enclosure] 

T. F. Madrid, Colombian Minister to Spain, to Alexander H. 
Everett, United States Minister to Spain 

[translation] 

Buxton, October 5 , 1828. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st of 
Aug*, last, containing a confirmation of the assurance given to you by 
the American Consuls at Algiers and Tangiers of affording Colombian 
vessels all the assistance and protection in their power. I offer you 
anew my sincere thanks and those of my Govt, for your very opportune 
and effectual good offices, and request you to communicate them to the 
Consul at Algiers. As respects the observations made by the letter, 

^ See above, pt. xm, doc. 1182, Everett to Madrid, December 30, 1828. 

® See above, pt. xm, doc. 1181, Everett to Salmon, December 15, 1828. 
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I have communicated them to my Govt, and requested their decision 
upon the points to which they refer. Although I am authorised to treat 
with the Barbary powers, I am not instructed to agree to the pecuniary 
sacrifices of which you make mention. I must therefore wait for 
further instructions. 

Those which I demanded in consequence of a letter from you, the 
date of which I cannot state as I am at present out of town, for the 
purpose of negotiating and obtaining a recognition of our independence, 
and of concluding a treaty of peace with Spain, have been received by 
me. The Liberator President is desirous that the negotiation com¬ 
menced by Mr. Lamb, and continued and promoted by you, should be 
renewed and carried forward with the greatest activity. He is willing 
that the sum of 20 millions of dollars mentioned in your aforesaid letter 
be offered for the privy purse of H. C. M. in the name of all the American 
States, and is ready in order to the conclusion of a peace to make pay¬ 
ment of the part of said sum corresponding to the State of Colombia. 
This proposition however, ought in the first instance to be made in the 
name of all the States. I therefore request that you will sound the 
disposition of the Cabinet of Madrid, and should it be found favourable, 
that you will give me the necessary information, that I may then, 
agreeably to the instructions of my Gov*, endeavour to procure the 
acquiescence of the other new Republics, with a view to which I shall 
communicate with their respective Ministers residing at this Court. 
In the case of a refusal on their part to enter into such an arrangement, 
Colombia will treat for herself, provided H. C. M. manifest a disposition 
to conclude a treaty of peace and amity with her, and declare his readi¬ 
ness to make similar agreements with the other states upon the same 
conditions whenever the latter may make known their wishes to this 
effect. It is not the intention of my Gov*, that the above-mentioned 
sum should be offered to H. C. M. as an indemnity for a sovereignty 
which he has lost forever, and which the states of America, and especially 
Colombia, have achieved by their own efforts. Wherefore, it is indis¬ 
pensable that this proposition, when made, be not presented in the 
light of an indemnity.— I leave it to your discretion to conduct this 
business in the manner that may seem to you most decorous, as also to 
determine, according to your opinion of the present disposition of the 
Spanish Cabinet, whether this be or not a favourable moment for 
opening such a negociation. In the present state of our affairs the 
Spanish Government may perhaps look upon these overtures as a proof 
of weakness or apprehension on our part, while they are in fact only the 
effect of a spirit of conciliation in my Gov*, and of the wishes entertained 
by them for the general welfare. Colombia headed by the Liberator 
is very far from having any thing to fear from Spain: and I doubt not 
that you will impress this upon the minds of the ministers with whom 
you may have to treat in relation to this subject. 

Although I am furnished with the necessary powers for treating with 
H, C. M., I shall take no direct steps towards doing so until you shall 
have had the goodness to give me your opinion as to the propriety of it, 
as well as my demanding the necessary safe conduct to enable me to 
repair to that Court. 

I transmit to you herewith by order of my Gov*, a copy of the con¬ 
vention concluded between Adm^ Laborde and the authorities of Colom- 




21^2 


PART XIII: COMMUNICATIONS FROM SPAIN 


bia for the exchange and release of their respective prisoners of war. 
As it is to be presumed that Laborde acted in this instance according to 
the instructions of his Gov*., so also it may be believed that the latter 
will not make any difficulty about setting our prisoners at liberty: but 
should it happen otherwise, my Gov*, and myself flatter ourselves that 
you will be able to remove every obstacle, and that these unfortunate 
persons who have so long languished in the prisons of the Peninsula, 
will be indebted to your humane exertions for their release from cap¬ 
tivity. I therefore offer you in advance the grateful acknowledge¬ 
ments of Colombia for the signal service you are about to render her 
citizens. 

By the public papers you will have learned the fatal results of the 
Convention of Ocana, and the resolution of the inhabitants of Colombia 
to confide their Gov*, exclusively to Gen*. Bolivar, and to invest him 
with extraordinary powers for the purpose of enabling him to restore 
order, and correct the abuses that have crept into the various depart¬ 
ments of the administration, as also that he may, when it shall appear 
to him a proper season, assemble the representatives of the people, who, 
in the midst of peace and when the ferment of the passions shall have 
subsided, are to dictate the fundamental laws, best adapted to the 
necessities and circumstances of the Country. 

By the same papers you will have perceived with regret that Colom¬ 
bia was on the eve of a war with Peru. Unfortunately it is but too 
true that the conduct of the latter Republic towards Colombia has 

been hostile, rash and impolitic in the extreme.-I refrain from 

making any remarks upon this disagreeable subject, and will only 
observe that I am still in hopes that a reconciliation will be effected, 
whereby will be avoided the evils and the scandal attending a war 
between two sister nations who are both so much in need of peace, and 
whose chief object should be to live in the strictest union, in order to 
their being respected abroad and to the securing of tranquillity and 
happiness at home. In one of my former letters, I made some remarks 
on the subject of the policy of this Government with regard to the 
new American States. I have found no reason for giving credit to the 
report which attributes to the Duke of Wellington the design of es¬ 
tablishing the Infante D“ Francisco de Paula at the head of the Gov*, 
of Mexico with the title of Viceroy or King. No one knows better than 
yourself that it is not the interest, and consequently cannot be the policy, 
of G Britain, that any member of the family of Bourbons should reign 
in America. 

I am [etc.]. 



PART XIV 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM URUGUAY 




COMMUNICATIONS FROM URUGUAY 

1184 

General Jos6 Artigas^ revolutionary leader of Uruguay^ to James Monroe, Presi¬ 
dent of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Purification, September i, 1817. 

Most Excellent Sir: I had the honor to communicate, in the first in¬ 
stance, with Mr. Thomas Lloyd Halsey, consul of the United States in these 
provinces, and I have to congratulate myself on so fortunate an incident. I 
have tendered to him my respects and all my services; and I will avail myself 
of this favorable occasion of presenting to your excellency my most cordial 
respect. 

The various events of the revolution have hitherto deprived me of the 
opportunity of according this duty with my wishes. I pray your excellency 
to be pleased to accept them, now that I have the honor to offer them to you 
with the same sincerity that I strive to promote the public weal and the glory 
of the republic. To their support are all my efforts directed, aided by the 
sacrifices of thousands of my fellow-citizens. Heaven grant our wishes! 

In that event I shall renew to your excellency, still more warmly, the 
assurance of my cordial regard, and of the high consideration with which I 
have the honor to be [etc.]. 


1185 

W. G. Miller, United States Consul at Montevideo, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

Montevideo, April 17,1821. 

Sir: The preceding is copy of my letter under 29 March, forwarded via 
R®. J^. in confirmation of the opinion then advanced, a. representation has 
been made by the Cahildo &* Consulado, Directed to the King, requesting His 
M. not to abandon the Province: that they were fully satisfied with the Gov. of 
His M’s. actual Repress and felt confident no difficulty could now occur to 
render such a step necessary. 

There is not a doubt but that should it be the determination of the Portu¬ 
guese Gov. to keep possession of this Territory, the face of it would be so 

1 American State Papers, Foreign Relations, IV, 179. The original in Spanish is in MS. 
Papers Relative to the Revolted Spanish Provinces. 

* MS. Consular Letters, Montevideo, I. 
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changed in twelve months, and would evince a depth of Policy, highly 
creditable to the General, in as much as it would enable him by fomenting the 
Bstancias or large cattle estates to enrich the country and restore it to its 
former wealth, with tranquillity, thus establish the benefit of remaining under 
the protection of the Portuguese: 

The deputy to the Cortez has sailed: a Grand Ball was given to the General 
on the 12 instant by the Portuguese resident merchants in this place: the 
billet of invitation I deem it of note to forward, as it will tend to demonstrate 
the public feelings of Portuguese subjects in this quarter: the wife of Alvear 
the disting'*. female Guest: there were upwards of 500 persons present; yet 
the same observation may be made reap*, the Creoles of which there were not 
ten in the room, and only those families imm’y connected with the Gov. or 
its officers. 

I am [etc.]. 


1186 

W~ G. Miller, United Slates Consul at Montevideo, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United Slates '■ 

Montevideo, April 18,1821. 

Sir: A few days since an order was passed to the Superior officers of the 
emigrants of B*. Ayres, directing their detention in this City, in as much as 
the General was sorry to observe that notwithstanding the declared neutral¬ 
ity he had endeavored to observe his intentions had been misinterpreted and 
the factions on the B'. Ay", side had supposed him active in assisting Ram¬ 
irez: that he had consequently determined as a measure of precaution useful 
to both Countries to require their arrest: and to continue to consider them¬ 
selves so until further orders: at this moment the Party of Puereydon had 
entirely obtained the ascendancy in B" Ay*, and he had actually taken his 
passage In a Brig to proceed there: this measure was considered as calculated 
to blind the generality and make it appear he was considered as inimical as 
any one of the Federal Gov. has been: this day however an officer has 
arrived from B". Ay", with a passport for P. & he leaves this tomorrow: all 
other officers particularly Sales, Dorrego, Vedia, Quintana, & other federal 
Chiefs that have been are detained: it was hinted that a war was probable: 
It is justly conceived that this was, merely as a veil to smoothe the entrance 
& return of Puereydon: 

The letters from Chili state that the Macedonia will proceed direct to Rio 
from Valp®. from whence she sailed on the 19 ultimo, with a valuable ship¬ 
ment («c] Dollars: 

A vessel arrived a few days since from the newly discovered lands off Cape 
* MS. Consular Letters, Montevideo, I. 
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Horn & states there were upwards 100 sail vessels this year: of which 45 were 
under the Am“. flag: 50 British i Russ*". 50 Gun Ship & a tender: immense 
quantities [of] skins had been taken. 

I am [etc,]. 


1187 

W* G» Miller, United States Consul at Montevideo, to John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Montevideo, July 13,1821. 

Sir : I had the honor to address the departm*. on the June, via Boston: 
subsequent to that date, several interesting occurrences have transpired, of 
a nature highly important to this Province; and tending to elucidate clearly 
the ulterior policy of the Portuguese Gov. respecting its future fate. 

The representations made by the Cabildo and Consulado, immediately 
subsequent to the events of the March and remitted thro’ the General 
Le Cor to the King, praying that H. M. would not withdraw the Portuguese 
force actually stationed in this province, &c. have met the serious attention 
of H. M’s. Gov*, and previous to the departure of the King for Portugal he 
issued a decree the spirit of which no doubt emanated from the shrewd in¬ 
telligence of the General and his Council: This decree embraced various 
objects. 

1. That a Provincial Congress should be immediately convoked, of depu¬ 
ties from this City, & the different villages and districts of the interior, with 
faculties to determine the fate of the country, and that to effect this the 
deputies were to be permitted to deliberate freely and without fear, whether 
this Province sh*^. be annexed to the Portuguese empire, or 

2. Whether it would [be] for the interests of the Country that H. M. troops 
should be withdrawn, the country abandoned to its fate and the people 
permitted to form their own Government, 

3. That in the event of the determination of the inhabitants to become a 
Province annexed to the Portuguese Empire, the Gov. and people of the 
Province of B®. Ay®, and those more imm^. in connection with that Province, 
were to be invited to accede to the said annexation & by a recognition of their 
independence as a preliminary, compensated for this acquiescence in the 
tranquil cession of their right to the Portuguese: And for this purpose D*". 
Juan Figueredo a Portuguese by birth married in B®. Ayres, has come from 
Rio, a passenger in the frigates with the appointment of Consulor & special 
Agent for the purpose. 

The document marked A will explain satisfactorily the nature of the orders 
respecting this Province, liberal as possible in their tenor but how widely 
^ MS, Consular Letters, Montevideo, I. 
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different has been their execution. To assist in the furtherance of the object 
proposed, two frigates were dispatched from Rio for the ostensible purpose of 
conveying back to that Port, a part of the Troops, should the propositions of 
the King not be admitted: On these were embarked upwards of 40 of Artigas’ 
officers, and principal satellites including his brother Manuel Artigas Ballejas, 
and the blood thirsty cutthroat Ortoguez, formerly Governor of this City, 
notorious in the annals of the Province since the capture of M. V®. by the 
Patriot army in 1815, for his unequalled acts of barbarity and rapacity: these 
men part of a greater number of prisoners made by the Portuguese during 
the continuance of hostilities, among whom were many respectable young 
men of family and connections of credit, and whose release had been earnestly 
entreated by the Cabildo at the instance of their families: of these many were 
embarked perforce as sailors and sent to Europe in the very vessels which 
convey*, the King and suite home: and in their lieu those whose vices, whose 
depravity, and whose thirst of blood when in command made them dreaded 
nay even abhorred were released at this critical moment and permitted to 
return, either gained by bribery to take an active part in favor of the Portu¬ 
guese, either directly or indirectly, or to Intimidate the more peaceable part 
of the community by a pretended hostility towards all those who had taken 
an active part with or in favor of the Portuguese or who had been any way 
instrumental in furthering the Portuguese interests. These characters were 
hardly landed ere they openly, seriously or in jest threatened to revenge them 
and menaced a confiscation of property if they could once more obtain power 
or a command by the Portuguese withdrawing their troops in consequence of 
the inhabitants not acceding to the purposed annexation of the Province to 
the Brazils.— 

On the ad** June the decree No 3 was issued by the General with a view to 
prepare the minds of the people, to soothe the irritated feelings of the 
peasantry and cattle breeders, and to evince tho’ tardy a disposition to 
advance, promote and foment the interests of the inhabitants generally but 
more especially the owners of estates in the country: and to remedy the in¬ 
juries the hitherto unpunished licentious conduct of the soldiery, under the 
immediate sanction of their officers, had caused by driving off the cattle 
from the frontiers into the Portuguese settlem‘., and thus reducing this once 
fertile and abundant province, particularly in animals, nearly to a desert: 
and further to serve as a salve to reiterated complaints of the landholders, & 
wealthier peasants, against the continued abuse practised on them by 
irregular settlers, who had taken possession of various parts of their estates & 
in a most unwarrantable manner having no regular place of livelihood shel¬ 
tered by a wretched hovel, maintained themselves by the plunder and 
slaughter of every stray animal and at times actively employing themselves 
in carrying off whole droves, to sell them to the first military despot they 
could encounter at any price. 
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Recurring to the immediate theme; the dread of a reiteration of the ex¬ 
cesses to which they had been subjected during the Gov. of Artigas & Orto- 
guez; the total annihilation of all order: and an end of all tranquillity, which 
notwithstanding the absolute nonfulfillment on the part of the Portuguese of 
almost every article of the treaty made with the Cabildo when the town was 
delivered up to them in 1817, had been preserved, and in this item only had 
been fulfilled, permitting the peacefully disposed to look round and ag“. 
build up the ruined wall: and in some measure place their habitations in 
order i. [sic] the fear of the threatened persecution of those who had been 
instrumental in calling in the aid of the Portuguese and surrendering up the 
country to their plunder under the disguise of protection & a pact of peace, 
and fair promises! All have tended to cause in those who have aught to lose 
and whose connections and influence enables them to have weight, an un¬ 
manly dread of future evils without suggesting a single expedient of remedy 
and will eventually influence them to the determination to submit to the 
Portuguese rather than incur the hazards a contrary resolution will subject 
them to. 

To enable you, Sir, to form a still more correct idea of the system of 
intrigue by which the inhabitants are reduced to this alternative, I pray 
your reference to document B containing the order of the King as commu¬ 
nicated by the General to y® Political Gov'. & Intendant of the Province, 
D^. Juan Duran, directing him to form note of instructions for the election of 
the deputies for the Congress: It was not forwarded as its tenor would lead 
one to suppose to the Alcaldes, or district magistrates, but delivered to them 
at the moment they presented themselves in their respective places of meet¬ 
ing with an insinuation to proceed in the act to the election of a deputy with¬ 
out any consultation with the people. Some days, previous however, with a 
view to ascertain the sentiments of the leading creoles, and other inhabitants, 
several young and influential creoles, more immediately in the confidence of 
the government, were requested to attend the General who with apparent 
frankness told them to sound their countrymen and to endeavor to persuade 
them to think seriously of recommending the immediate withdrawing of the 
P. troops and to endeavor to persuade them to adopt the second proposition 
and once more become independent, presenting them with plausible reasons 
for such a measure: fully persuaded that these insinuations were sincerely 
and well meant and proceeded from some real intention to protect them in 
the effort, &c,, the partizans of the liberty of the Province met, and freely 
discussed the propriety of acceding to so liberal a proposition & began to 
speak openly of their intention: among others D*^. Carlos Alvear, formerly 
Director of the United Provinces, who had since his last ineffectual essay 
against B. A®, remained a quiet spectator of passing events, commenced an 
active canvass, and persuaded by many of his partizans conceived his 
elevation to the Supreme Magistracy feasible. 
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Not a step passed unnoticed by the Government; the partizans of the 
liberty of the Province became known: their consequent supposed enmity to 
the Government manifested: they were caught in the toil; were summoned 
by the General to an audience and severely reprimanded individually & 
generally. Amongst the others Alvear did not escape, or any of his friends; 
all were threatened with a serious and marked proof of displeasure; to Alvear 
in particular the General observed his surprize that he should pretend to 
enter the lists in opposition to the Gov. after having received so many 
instances of attention and friendship. Conceive Sir, the astonishment of 
the parlies who had thus been led to discover their real sentiments and were 
in a measure completely outwitted by the consummate shrewdness of the 
Pronuncial [sic] Gov. and 

During these pretended demonstrations of an intention to leave the 
Country and still further set aside all doubt, three companies of Reg. no 2 
were embarked on the King's vessels in the harbor to be transferred to the 
frigates in the roadstead: in place of being sent immed*". on board the frigates 
they have been detained on board the craft; and there no doubt await the 
result of the determination of the Congress, to meet on Sunday the 15. 

The partizans of the liberty of the Country now ascertained, the real 
friends of the Portuguese disclosed themselves and were summoned to as¬ 
semble in the town hall on the 12 ins*, when the instructions issued by the 
Intendant were delivered the members individually: the Cabildo as directed 
assumed to itself the right of representing the people and proceeded without 
comment to elect the deputies without any consultation or intervention of 
the people: this proceeding so contrary to the express order of the King: 
vitiating in its commencement the election was thus determined by political 
Gov, as a necessary measure to avoid in conformity to the order of the 
General the collision of parties. 

The actual Cabildo consists of D". Juan Jose Duran poli. Gov. & Intendant 
of the Province: & Commander of the Port order San Benito; Biangui 
actually Collector of the Custom house; Juan Mendez a merchant, order of 
chas*., idem ; Jose Alvares, idem. 

(?] members of the Audience & others of inferior note. Of the whole body, 
twelve in number, four were members of the Cabildo which called in the aid 
of the Portuguese and four are decorated with orders received from the King. 

From the election of this Body resulted, a majority in favor of the above- 
mentioned D". J. J. Duran, a decided partizan of the Portuguese. 

D”. Laranaga, a priest and Curate of the Principal or Matrix Church, with 
superintendant power over all the Curacies of the Province, a man of science, 
a great naturalist liberal in his sentiments, a friend to his country, shrewd 
and intelligent yet addicted to the Portuguese and has accepted an order of 
nobility. D". Thomas Garcia one of the greatest land and house holders in 
the Country having a territory of full 30 leagues in a strait line and upwards 
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of 150 slaves, a friend of all parties: he has maintained his influence since 
the revolution with whatever party reigned has the most influential and 
powerful & wealthy friends in the Country, is considered a man of strong 
mind, bigoted, well read, and since the expulsion of the Spaniards by the 
Patriots in the year 1814/15 has been placed at the head of the Patriot party, 
altho* it is query to which he inclines most: in his house, Ortoguez, dreaded & 
shunned by all, actually resides. 

Pio Ger^. Biangui, brother of the collector Notary of the City, Solicitor 
to the Cabildo, a determ^. friend of the Portuguese. 

These are the deputies for the City; the Cabildo were proceeding to the 
election of the deputies for the Congress when it was suggested by a member, 
a friend of the liberty of the Country, that Frutose Rivero (formerly second 
in command to Artigas and from whom the Portuguese experienced a more 
decided and effectual opposition than from any other chief under Artigas) 
would be a suitable person to name to represent that part of the Country 
over which the Cabildo had an immediate controul and had assumed the 
right to elect its deputy. Since the surrender of the country to the Portu¬ 
guese he has remained on his estates, dedicated to the breeding of cattle, that 
by electing him, formerly well known to detest all persons wearing a long coat, 
as he considered them as natural enemies of the gauchas or peasantry, among 
whom he was a leading character whom they conceive will now vote with the 
majority from a wish to preserve his actual estates and tranquillity, the 
Cabildo would in a measure by thus compromising him be shielded from his 
resentment and that of the peasantry whose confidence he enjoys. 

From the preceding it may naturally be inferred that the sentiments of the 
deputies chosen were well known long previous to their election: with little 
variation from the causes already stated, I trust sufficiently, they being more 
or less compromis‘d, the result of the debates is already as well ascertained as 
if made and the annexation of this Province to the Portuguese Gov. I may 
venture say fully determined. 

In the morning the members will meet and present their respective 
powers: a mere form and on Monday the Congress will be open. 

The reflecting part of the community however deeply resent this stretch 
of power and altho* absolutely frightened in[to] silence by impending & a 
conscious weakness and want of means to resist, still there are [those who] 
dare to say, the time will come, when the Portuguese may regret, this forced 
proceeding violating every principle of liberty and every article of the pact 
with them: and contest openly the right of the Cabildo to deliver up this 
country to the Portuguese or to assume to itself the rights and priviledges of 
the people in this most unauthorised manner when their very existence as 
members of the Cabildo originates in force and is dependent [on] their 
immediate and blind submission to the Portuguese mandates. How far the 
Portuguese may be acting in this in a blind obedience to higher determina- 
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tions is as yet a query. I have been favored with the perusal of a letter in 
Spanish of a very Singular tenor written from Rio Janeiro Subsequent to the 
departure of the frigates dated the i8 June; it contains the assurance of a 
great change ere long; that the Individual has been appointed a resident 
diplomatic agent by the Court of Spain at this place; in which he would, 
time fitting, present himself; the ostensible object of this agency [is] to pro¬ 
tect the European Spaniards, residents, in this [sic] who had been most 
cruelly outraged and many banished hence by the General or Sent under 
arrest to Rio: that the party to whom the letter is written may rest certain 
that the Portuguese are now merely blind instruments^ towards the Great ends 
proposed by this Writer and his partizans, and are only furthering the views 
of Spain:, that every confidence may now be placed in Ortoguez and all his 
coadjutors, who are absolutely Secured, and in their interest, say of the 
Writer of the letter and will in due time Shew their power: that party now 
must maintain a most watchful Silence & strict Secresy and not despair at 
Seeing things apparently go Almost the reverse of what might appear likely to 
tend to the end; that all would go right; that General had been deeply censured 
for his conduct towards the European Spaniards and as a proof would in 
future be more kind & humane; that he had many and most inveterate 
enemies at court; that the veil would Soon be removed; that he deferred his 
departure under the pretext of not being sufficiently provided with the 
articles Requisite to appear in a manner becoming his Station that he had 
taken due precaution & only waited a letter from hence advises the state of 
his friends. 

I state the contents of this letter as my memory Serves; not having been 
permitted to take a copy; the individual is a man of property and was named 
by the King of Spain Some four years since President of the audience in 
Chili; he is well known and his letter merits every attention and evidently 
designates some under plot which has not met the public eye, or will it, if I 
am to judge from the precautions taken until its operation will be effectual 
Sunday evening. 

A head mind has detained the Ship; until tomorrow morning. I hasten 
to State that the members met this morning and presented their respective 
powers and examd. the notes: 

As I had foreseen the troops are absolutely relanding this afternoon: and 
this occurrence more strongly than ever convinces the unbiassed mind that 
whole proceeding has been a coup de thSdtre which has had its effect. 

I have not omitted under all circumstances making every possible use of 
the Situation in which I am placed, to insinuate to various persons connected 
with the Cabildo and deputies that in the event of decreeing the annexation 
of this Province to the Portuguese empire it should be under Special agree¬ 
ments and Solemn engagements on their part that this Should be considered 
a free Port, and exempt from any immediate controul of the British or any 
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unj ust or discriminating duties in favor of any nation: That the vessels of all 
nations Should be admitted to trade on an equal footing and, pay the same 
duties on their imports and Exports; this will favor the trade of our Citizens, 
particularly if the clause that all India & China Goods can be freely imported 
many vessels which are excluded at Rio. 

Several American vessels have lately arrived with Cargoes of some value 
consisting of domestic articles principally. Some few wines & Silks: 

I have the honor to transmit the latest note of intelligence from Chili by 
which it appears that Lord Cochrane continued to detain British Vessels. 
It may be justly observed that the crooked policy of England in respect to 
Blockades, has eventually recoiled on herself from a quarter little expected; 
and in Serious manner on Several of Her Subjects, and has at last called forth 
a train of modifications rather mortifying. 

I have the pleasure to State that my relations continue on the most 
friendly footing with the General and Government: a few days Since on 
representing that an American vessel was Supposed to be in distress off the 
Coast every possible aid was immediately furnished me of anchors, a pilot 
man from the admiral's vessels, with his barge, & a Government Schooner if 
required; to convey any extra existence [assistance?]. 

There are no letters from the department by any of the vessels. 

I am [etc.]. 


1188 

W- G. Miller^ United States Consul at Montevideo^ to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Montevideo, July 20, 1821. 

Sir: I had the honor to address the department on the 15^ Instant for the 
Ship Henry of Philada.: advising the meeting of a Congress in this City 
composed of 18 members from the different districts of the Province in 
consequence of an order from the King of Portugal communicated thro' the 
General Le Cor to the Intendant & Political Governor of the Province, 
according to the tenor of which the inhabitants were to elect members for a 
Congress to meet & determine whether this Province Should become annexed 
to the Brazils or the Portuguese troops withdrawn & the Province once more 
left to its own Guidance. 

Nothing definitive has yet been determined on: the General opinion how¬ 
ever, is, that the Congress from the means resorted to, & in consequence of 
which the members are either actually in the Employ of the Portuguese 

1 MS. Consular Letters, Montevideo, I. 
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Governmt. or connected in a manner, with its ruin will decide for the annexa¬ 
tion of the Province. This measure will not be in accord in any wise with 
the will of the people! is forced! and the effect of intrigue! and measures 
highly offensive to the real Patriots! yet under circum. calculated to Secure 
tranquillity, a Settled Govt., and the future prosperity of the Province. 

I am under impression this will not be duly forwarded yet venture this 
much for the immediate information of the Government referring to the 
despatch per the Henry, with Every respect and consideration. 

I remain [etc.]. 


1189 

W. G, Miller, United States Consul at Montevideo, to John Quincy Adams^ 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Montevideo, September 14,1821, 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a letter written to me by 
Mr. Daniel Brent of the Department of State under date 27 April, forwarding 
duplicate of the Patent Granted me by the President Madison, appointing 
me Consul of the United States for Montevideo and its dependencies, ac¬ 
companied by the certificate of the Honble. head of the Department declar¬ 
ing that there had been no revocation of the original: 

I immediately addressed the note, translation of which marked No i is 
herewith, to the Secretary of State, Acting Colonel Miguel Antonio 
Flangini, who three days Since returned me the answer No 2 which I have 
the honor to hand enclosed. I presented the note & the Patent personally, 
and was immediately invited to meet the Authorities of the Province, at a 
dinner given by the General the Ensuing day, in celebration of the 24 August. 
A written inYita.tion the Ensuing day, addressed to me as Consul of the United 
.Montevideo and its dependencies was sent at the same hour that 
the other Invitations were distributed: I then only Conceived it becoming to* 
appear in the Uniform appropriate and received every attention and mark of 
respect being placed as a distinguished Guest in Front of the Genera! between 
the Admiral and Brigadier General of Cavalry. Pardon this minuteness: it 
is with a view to enable the head of the department to Judge of the Policy 
which actuates this Government!! I could not however but observe that 
there appeared some disappointment on the part of the General, and the 
tenor of the letter received from the Secretary is a proof I with due diffidence 
I presume to call the particular attention, of the head of the department, to 
its tenor, as well as to that of the documents herewith, by which the Impor¬ 
tant changes, in the political relations of this country, are declared; and fur- 
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ther with equal diffidence to Suggest, whether under such a change, and the 
Province having become a State^ and annexed to the Portuguese Empire, (if 
it should not be in contradiction to the views of the Government,) that the 
Patent of this Consulate could be so altered as to do away the Impressions 
caused on the mind of the General and the local authorities, by the objection¬ 
able clause directed to the Government of Buenos Ayres, which from the 
natural anterior (?) Jealousy of this City and the people of this Province to 
those of Buenos Ayres is now augmented to a degree of rivalry which will 
not be easily extinguished especially if the Portuguese authorities fulfil the 
arrangement entered into; and the Country as it is generally expected made 
to prosper from the liberality of its commercial regulations. 

I feel persuaded it has been a rather mortifying circumstance to the Baron 
De Laguna, to have found this clause and the tenor of the letter admitting me 
to exercise the functions de facto of Consul, sufficiently explains as I have 
already Stated his feelings as well as those of the Colonel Flangini. I am not 
Sufficiently au fait in Diplomacy to know whether ye nomination of a Consul 
is made to pass thro’ the Channel of the Minister resident of the Jurisdiction 
to which he is appointed. 

In conversation with the Baron de Laguna, (conceiving it to be politic to 
avoid putting to paper any discussion on the Subject), I observed '‘that at 
the time the Patent was issued Buenos Ayres presumed, nay had assumed a 
territorial Jurisdiction and influence, and indeed had maintained an army 
and Governors in various dependencies of the Consulate, to wit, Maldonado, 
& Colonia and even in points Still nearer Montevideo, and that the army of 
Bs, Ays. had complete possession of the Province as his Excellency knew for 
some Mos. in 1815 and that it consequently behoved the President to Secure 
Protection to the Consul equally from Buenos Ayres as from the other local 
authorities that might have existed at the time, and I presumed the Actual 
Honl. Secretary of State acting under A knowledge of the declared motives 
of the occupation of this Province by the troops of H. M. F. Majesty of 
Portugal and probably not officially advised of any change in the political 
relations of the Country of the Portuguese Government in its intents, had 
conceived (on application made to the department for a duplicate of the 
Patent of the tenor of which I was then ignorant,) that, accompanied by the 
certificate annexed to it, it would be equally available as a New Patent.’^ 

It did not appear to Satisfy the General. 

The Portuguese to all intents & purposes are the actual & Real Sovereigns 
of the Country their troops occupy every military point: their coin, Gold, 
Silver & Copper until their arrival unknown, circulates and is Current in 
Every place. The King’s Portrait receives every mark of obeisance whether 
in the theatre or the Cabildo and the Cries of Long live the King of Portugal 
& now Cisplatina alone resounds. 

The General doubtless casts a longing eye to Something like a recognition 
of the legitimacy of the Intrusion of the Portuguese into this Territory. 
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Under every point of view however with becoming diffidence I again pre¬ 
sume to Suggest, that there should be some change in the Patent: as by the 
objectionable clause it appears directed to the Authorities of Buenos Ayres: 
and untill the Capture of this place by the troops of Buenos Ayres in 1815, 
under Carlos Alvear, B.Ays. never could in justice pretend to a sovereignty 
maintained by a Captain General of the King of Spain and Supported by 
Spanish troops. 

I have Studiously avoided any compromise, that would hereafter render 
me as Consul of the U. States unpopular with the Patriot party and altho' I 
conceive there is no reason to fear a change, under present circumstances yet 
it appeared the wisest part for me to take: But under any change, I Cannot 
but consider my having no other document to present as likely to Subject me 
to difficulty. 

With due Submission to the Superior judgement, and Known wisdom Of 
the head of the Departm. of State I have done what appeared to be a duty in 
placing these circumstances under his consideration. 

A Still more pleasing duty remains for me to fulfill; to offer my most Sin¬ 
cere and most grateful thanks for this distinguished favor & continuance of 
confidence on the part of the Government of my Country, and to Solicit, the 
Honble. head of the department to be pleased to make Known to the Presi¬ 
dent, how deeply Sensible I feel for so flattering a distinction when there are 
so many worthier Citizens to fill this Consulate. 

Moreover I cannot withold my acknowledgements to you personally Sir, 
for the very prompt attention you were pleased to Grant to the request of my 
honored father, to have the duplicate of the original Patent forwarded; and 
pray you will permit me to assure You, Sir, that I shall Ever be ready to at¬ 
tend to whatever you may deem me worthy to be thought useful in effecting, 
towards advancing the Interests of my Country in this or Elsewhere. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1190 

Joshua Bondy United States Consul at Montevideo^ to Henry Clay, Secretary 

of State of the United States^ 

Montevideo, February 20, i82g. 

Sir: I have the honour to announce to you my return to this city on the 
2 Sth of January last from New York in conformity with the permission of the 

^ MS. Consular Letters, Montevideo, I. In this volume no communications subsequent 
to Miller’s dispatch of September 14, 1821 (see above, pt. xiv, doc. 1189), occur until about 
the middle of 1825, between which time and the date of this dispatch of February 20, 1829, 
are a few dispatches signed by Joshua Bond occupied with a discussion of matters of transi¬ 
tory interest only, most of them relating to difficulties of United States vessels due to the 
blockade consequent upon the war between Brazil and Argentina over the possession of 
Uruguay, which, as shown in this of February 20, 1829, resulted in the Independence of 
Uruguay. 
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Department of State limiting my leave of absence till the autumn of the past 
year. 

You have doubtless been informed of the Convention concluded at Rio de 
Janeiro on the 28th of August last between the Brazilian & Buenos Ayrean 
governments, by which this province was erected into an Independent State. 
On my arrival, I found that, in conformity with the Treaty, representatives 
had been duly chosen throughout the province who had assembled at the 
village of Canelones, where, after being organized, they proceeded to the 
formation of a provisional government for the new state, which they named 
the State of Montevideo, and elected General Don Jos6 Rondeau, (who bore a 
distinguished part in the early revolution of this country) to fill the Executive 
Department under the title of Governour and Captain General. The func¬ 
tions of the Brazilian authorities ceased in this city on the ninth of December, 
of which official notice was given, and the new governour soon after formed a 
cabinet of three ministers, viz: of Interiour & Foreign Relations, of War & 
Marine, and of Finance. The Representative assembly has been and is yet 
employed in arranging the affairs of the State and will shortly proceed to the 
discussion of a Constitution, the form of which is soon to be reported by the 
Committee named for that purpose & which will be republican & liberal, 
upon the adoption of which a re-election will take place, when it is most 
probable the same persons will be chosen. 

The Treaty has been, so far, most scrupulously performed by the Brazilian 
government, all their troops having been withdrawn from the province ex¬ 
cept 1500 men who remain in this city, but who are to be embarked by the 
4th of April next, agreeably to an article of the Treaty. The Buenos Ayrean 
contingent of 1500 men, which was to remain in the province by the same 
article for 4 months after the organization of the government, was, in conse¬ 
quence of the recent events in Buenos Ayres, withdrawn to assist in the sup¬ 
port of the revolutionary party. 

Soon after my arrival I waited on the Minister of Foreign Relations and 
requested permission to exercise my official functions until I could procure 
new credentials corresponding to the recent political changes, my present 
commission being addressed to the Emperour of Brazil, which was cheerfully 
complied with. I therefore respectfully solicit the Government to furnish 
me with other credentials addressed to the existing government of the State 
of Montevideo. 

Under the late government the cargoes of American vessels, in common 
with those of other nations not having commercial treaties with Brazil, paid a 
duty of 24 per cent, more favoured nations only paying 15 per cent; but as 
these distinctions ceased with the change of affairs, the productions of all 
countries are now, by an order of the new government, only subject to a duty 
of 15 per centum. 

In consequence of its having become necessary for me to make occasional 
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visits to an estate in the country, I have not yet thought proper to resume the 
exercise of the notarial and commercial duties of the station, but have con¬ 
tinued, with permission of this government, my brother. Dr. James Bond, in 
the exercise of these functions as Acting Consul, in which capacity he has 
uniformly conducted himself to my satisfaction, and to which act I respect¬ 
fully request the assent of the Government of the United States, it being 
understood that I am to be considered always responsible for his conduct. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 


1191 

Joshua Bond, United States Consul at Montevideo, to Marlin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

Montevideo, November 20,1S30. 

Sir: I have the honor of informing you that a Constitution for this State 
has been finally adopted and a "permanent” Government established ac¬ 
cording to the provisions of that Instrument. 

The constituent Assembly which was elected in conformity with the Pre¬ 
liminary Convention of Peace, concluded at Rio de Janeiro in August, 1828, 
between Brazil and Buenos Aires, after organizing a Provisional Govern¬ 
ment, occupied itself in framing a Constitution and agreed on one in the 
Month of September, 1829, which was submitted to the two contracting 
powers for their approbation, as prescribed by the Convention, but in conse¬ 
quence of the unsettled state of Buenos Aires, it was not approved until May 
last, when it was examined and formally sanctioned at Rio de Janeiro, by 
Commissioners appointed by the respective Governments. The ceremony 
of Swearing to the Constitution took place throughout the State on the l8th 
of July, and an election for a new Legislature was immediately ordered. 

The title adopted for the State is "The Oriental State of the Uruguay", 
{Estado Oriental del Uruguay) ; the Government is Republican and elective, 
and is vested in a Legislature composed of two branches and a President 
elected every four years, on joint ballot of the two chambers, with nearly the 
same powers and restrictions as are contained in the Constitutions of the 
various States of the United States. The most remarkable difference is, that 
a joint "permanent ” Committee is to be appointed, whose duty it is, during 
the recess of the General Assembly, to watch over the observance of the Con¬ 
stitution and the laws, and the Constitution also provides for the election of a 
" Junta Economico-Administrativa " in each department, the object of which 
is to promote agriculture and other branches of industry; to watch over the 
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education of the department, and preserve individual rights and propose to 
the Legislature any improvements it may deem useful. 

The first Assembly elected under the Constitution was organized in Octo¬ 
ber, and on the 25th of that month, General Fructuoso Rivera was elected 
President of the State, by a considerable majority, and on the 13th of this 
month, was Sworn into office. 

Previous to the revolution, the population of the province was estimated at 
100,000; it is believed that at this time, it does not exceed 50,000 inhabitants, 
scattered over a territory much greater in extent than the State of Virginia. 
The revenue of the State is derived almost wholly, from the duties on foreign 
importations, collected at this port; the expenditures of the Government 
considerably exceed the receipts. The State deems it expedient to maintain 
a large military force, in proportion to the population, the expenses of which 
consume about three fourths of the revenue. The people throughout the 
state show a disposition to return to the peaceful occupations of civil life, but 
it is impossible to foresee how long the tranquillity of the Country will be 
preserved. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Almeyda, privateer commander, 1911, 1924- 
5, 1928-9, 1930 note, I934“5* 

Alsega, Juan Martin, 327-9. 

Alsop, accused of libel against Tudor, 
1780-1. 

Alvarado, General, 625, 1076, 1080, 1230, 
1738, 1808. 

Alvarez de Arenales. See Arenales. 

Alvarez, Ignacio: 338, 340, 342, 425, 479, 
507, 514; correspondence, 339, 341. 

Alvear, Carlos: Supreme Director of Buenos 
Aires, 140, 337”8, 424-5. 44L 484-5. 
507. 549-50, 555-6, 574-5, 631-2, 638, 
652, 656-7, 662, 830, 853, 2179-80; 
Minister to the U. S., 1525. 

Amada, charg6 of Portugal in the U. S., 141. 

Amelia^ privateer, 2053 note. 

Amelia Island, occupation, 46, 48-50, 53-8, 
64, 81, 89-90, 100, 385-6, 506, 949-50, 
1175-6, 1371-2, 1377, 1442, i960, 1965. 

Amherst, Lord, 789. ^ 

Amnesty: decree of junta of Buenos Aires 
(1821), 597, 641; Brazilian decree in 
favor of Portuguese, 849-50; British 
plan, 1375; refused by Spain, 1405. 

Anchorena, Tomis, 662. 

Ancud Islands. See Chiloe. 

Anderson, Richard C., U. S. Minister to 
Colombia: 229, 274, 1262, 1268, 1301, 
1883, 1885; correspondence, 192, 223, 
252,1268, 1269, 1272, 1278, 1279, 1283, 
1291, 1292, 1294, 1298. 

Andes, Army of, 438. 

Andrada, Antonio Carlos, 756, 766-7. 

Andrada, Martin Francisco de, 740,755,766. 

Andradas e Silva, Jos6 Bonifacio de: Vice 
President of Sab Paulo, 728; Secretary 
of State of Brazil, 730-2, 734, 736, 738- 
40. 743. 761; deputy elect from Sao 
Paulo to Cortes, 756; fall, 774; corre¬ 
spondence, 741. 

Andradas, leaders of independent movement 
in Brazil, 763, 765-7, 773-4. 

Anduaga, Joaquin de, Spanish Minister to 
the U. S. 163-4, 168-85 pO'Ssim, 196-7, 
1647, 1664, 2016, 2027; correspondence, 
156, 2009, 2012, 2028, 2031, 2032. 

Angostura; congress, 142, 1194, 1197, 1201, 
1204; Spanish commission to treat with 
free government of, 1191-2. 
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Aparicio, General, 1820. 

Apodaca, Conde del Venadito, viceroy of 
Mexico, 1602, 1607, 1611. 

Appleton, John James, 724. 728, 2047, 2055; 
U. S, chargd at foo de Janeiro, corre¬ 
spondence, 141, 707, 708, 709, 721; 
U, S» charge at Madnd, correspondence, 
2035, 2038, 2040. 2044, 

Arauju, Portuguese minister, 717. 

Arce, Manuel J., Central American com¬ 
missioner to the U. S.: 239-40, 880, 884; 
correspondence, 871. 

Ardilla, case of, 1928. 

Arenales, J uan Antonio Alvarez de: 568, 589, 
620, 1046, 1800; commissioner from 
Buenos Aires to conclude treaty with 
Spanish forces in Upper Peru, 647-9 
note. 

Arenas, Friar, 1682. 

Argaiz, Chevalier, Spanish Minister to St. 
Petersburg, 1867 note. 

Argentina 

agents, exchange of: with the U. S., 59,64, 
83, 89^94. *00, 106, 159-6O1 209-10 
216, 3ao-i, 341-2, 346-7, 570-2, 577-8 
596-7, 608-9, 618-1^, 631-2, 1450, 
1561; with Great Britain, 509, 1514., 
* 552 , 1561. I 564 » * 572 t 1575; with 
Brazil. 580, 608, 1121; with Chile, 608; 
with Peru, 608, 1798; with France, 665, 
* 2 r 35 . 

amnesty decree (1821), 597. 

armament bought in the tj. S., 76-8, 321- 
3 , 326, 352j 898, 983. 

British invasion (1806), 328, 357, 421-2, 
454, 467-^2, 488, 49S. . 

Chilean independence, intervention m 
favor of, 350-2, 362, 364, 372, 602, 899, 

935 . 95 , 3 ; , , . ^ 

commercial relations: with the U. S., 329- 

30,337, 373. IH-iS. 456-7, 504, 586-7. 

With 


642-3; witii Iprance, 


4x4; with Great 


Britain, 4 H-I 5 » 440-lt 454 “ 7 f 480-1. 
491-2,504, 535, 597; between Spam and 
colonies, 451 $l seq,\ with other prov¬ 
inces of South America, 457, 491, 504; 
with Russia, 457; with Chile, 984-5,999. 

constitutions, 490-3, 502-4, 655, 657, 
677-9. 

currency, 484, 492, 505. 

debt, 437. 492- 

franchise: reglamenio protnsortOf 426-9; 
elections in Buenos Aires, 464, 513-14; 
proposal to withdraw suffrage from 
European Spaniards, 637-8. 

geograpnical divisions, 59-^, 76-7, 187- 
*90, 37^7» 388-99, 439,458-60, 487, 
500-2, 

government: provinces hostile to power of 
Buenos Aires, 60-1, 340-1, 372, 376-7, 
431-6, 464-5, 478, 489--90, 499. 651, 
656, 660; colonial, 419-21, 444 et seq,, 
4S3-4,484, 495 et jreg,; by revolutionary 
assemblies, 4^5-6, 403-4. 476, 498, 682; 
difficulties ot forming, atiter revolution, 


429 “- 30 » 434-5, 492 - 3 » 602-3; supreme 
executive power vested in Buenos Aires, 
646-7, 651; provincial, reestablished. 
661-2. 

independence, declaration of, 423, 485-6, 
4 ? 9 -. 

mediation: Russian memorial regarding 
pacification in South America, 61, 68^, 
72 - 3 i 1853-9, 1864-6; by European 
Alliance, in controversy between Spain 
and Portugal regarding Montevideo, 
71-4, I 374 ~ 6 , I 378 - 9 » 1382, 1390 ,1302- 

4 f 1457 * 1859, 1863; between Colombia 
and Peru, 304-5, 1133-6; between 
Buenos Aires and Brazil by Great 
Britain, 654-6, 658-61, 663-4; at¬ 
tempted, by Great Britain, 854-7, 859- 
61; reemested of the U. S. in war be¬ 
tween Colombia and Peru, 1133-6. 
monarchical conspiracies: 637-8, 659, 
664-5,1126-7; secret negotiations"with 
France and Portugal, 132,134-5,140**2, 
187, 190, 543 - 3 * 545“9* 860, 1047-8, 
1050, 1065, 1281, 1463; Princess Car- 
lotta of Brazil, 337 -“ 30 . 44 *. 473 ^ 4 , 483, 
669, 672, 677; to annex Argentina to 
empire of Brazil, 664-5, 7 l 7 i 1065* ni5- 
name, changes in, 140-1,187,345,388,664, 
population, *^92, ^94, 50x. 

Portuguese invasion of Banda Oriental, 
98-9, X90, 194, 34A, 346, 348, 350, 365, 
372 -^ 3 * 378-83, 436, 442, 486, 50X, 508, 
573“6, 580, 6X0, 622, 625-6, 628-30, 
649-50, 652, 660, 662-3, 705, 7x5, 
757 *^* 763, 765* 771* 778* 780, 812, 
816-20, 822-3, 827, 829-30, 839, 844-5, 
852-6, 859-62, 865-7, 107X, 1424, 2096, 
2099, 2115, 2187-8. 

Pueyrred6n government favorable to 
Portuguese, 436, 442, 473-4, 508, 541, 
550* 565-6. 

recognition: by the U. S., 64, 76-7,140-1, 
146-56, 194-5, 209-10,345“6* 358,361- 
3* 367-8, 370-1,423, 485-6, 499* 604-6, 

631. 1387, 1389* 1391-^* 1452-3* 1455* 

1457-8; by Brazil, 576-8, 580; by Great 
Britain, 642, 644, 646, 1377-8 note, 

1463* 1527-8*^1530-40* 1548-9; by 

France, 665; Portuguese attitude to¬ 
ward, 1455; petition to Spain for, 1464, 
revenue, 43 ^* 448-50* 504-5* 
revolution: early disturbances in Monte¬ 
video and the Banda Oriental, 335 - 7 * 
^21-6, A65, 476-86, 669, 671-4* 677* 

081-4, 695; events leading to, 422-3, 
473 et seq,, 488, 490, 497-8, 561 et seq»; 
benefits of, 429, -^93, 509 et seq.^ 538. 
treaty relations: with the U. S,. 367-8; 
with France, 542,549,1050; with Brazil, 
576-7, 580, 663, 823, 829-30, 856, 85^ 
60,865-7,1121, 2187-8; with Colombia, 
617-18, I2A5; with Spain, 622, 625-5 
note, 627, 629, 149^ 1501; with Chile, 
1x90; with Great Br‘ 


1564, 1572. 


Britain, 826, 1528, 
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Argentina {continued) 

union of provinces proposed (1824), 636-8. 
U. S. aid sought against Spain, 319-20, 
332-5. 339 . 348;^. 354 - 

Arias, Manuel de, 588, 1729. 

Arica: annexed to Peru (1774). 389; 

looo-i; ceded to Bolivia by Peru, 1784. 

Arismendi, Juan Bautista: 1183,1210; corre¬ 
spondence, 1203. 

Arispe, Ramos de, 1637-9, 1644, 

Armstrong, John, U. S. Minister to France, 
correspondence, 3, 7, 8. 

Arredondo, Joaquin, i6o6. 

Artigas, Jos6: 132, 140, 325. 33 i. 348 , 530 , 
534, 550, 610, 703, 705, 817, 937, 1022, 

2179; supports cause of independence 
of colonies, 60-1, 376-7, 543~4; opposi¬ 
tion to Buenos Aires government, 60-1, 
340-1, 372, 376-7. 431-3. 465. 489-90. 
499, 506-8; piratical armaments of, 
98-101; territory under control of, 336, 
376-7. 392-3. 484-5. 506-7; opposition 
to Alvear, 338, 484-5, 507; intrigues 
with Halsey, 368, 374-5, 560; opposi¬ 
tion to Portuguese government, 372, 
380-1; evacuates Banda Oriental, 378- 
9; opposes Sarratea, 431; concludes 
treaty with Great Britain, 435,437,440, 
508-9; overthrow by l^mirez, 564; 
^ correspondence, 2175. 

Artigas Ballejas, Manuel, 2176. 

Asensio, 1602-3. 

Auchmutz, Sir Samuel, 454, 471. 

Audiencia, in Argentina, 419, 444, 460. 

Aury, Luis de, 1175, 1949. 

Austria 

agents to Brazil, 834, 846-7. 

Brazil, influence in, 750, 769, 776, 834, 
846-7, 851, 857-8, 867, 1374. 
marriage of prince to Queen of Brazil, 
664-5. 

mediation proposals, 1374-5, 1386, 1391, 
2100, 

Paris Conference, 1508, 1515, 1520. 
recognition of colonies opposed, 1386, 
1408, 1540, 1548-9. 171?* 
treaty relations with Brazil, 857-8. 

Aviles, General, 72^30. 

Ayacucho, battle oL 246,256, 821, 846,1324, 
1413, 1776, 1834, 2080, 2082. 

Azcapuzalco, occupation by Mexican forces, 
1610. 

Azcuenega, General, 514. 

Bagot, Sir Charles, 65, 67, 69, 73, 1434, 
1444, 1446, 1863, 

Bahama Islands, pirates executed at, 177. 

Bahia (San Salvador): 705, 707; revolution, 
713, 720, 723; provisional government, 
713. 715; character of population, 719; 
influence in Brazil, 720; Portuguese re¬ 
sistance at, 746, 748, 751, 753-4. 757- 
66,763,769,790; republican sentiments, 
762, 764, 777, 799; installation of presi¬ 
dent, 776, 8ii, 840-1. 


Balcarce, Antonio, Supreme Director of La 
Plata, 342-3. 425. 514. 570-1. 

Balcarce, Juan Ram6n, 663, 1032. 

Balcarce, Marcos, Minister of Foreign 
Affairsof Buenos Aires, 662, 1022,1027. 

Balk Poleff, Russian Ambassador to Portu¬ 
guese Court in Brazil, 52-3. 

Banda Oriental. See Uruguay. 

Barbary States, negotiations with Colombia 
regarding Mediterranean ports, 2156-7, 
2164, 2170-1. 

Baring, Francis, 155^2, i6;j9. 

Barlow, Joel, U. S. Minister to France, 
correspondence, 12, 1372, 1373. 

Barnes, James, privateer commander, 1911, 
1917, 1921, 1952, 1967. 

Barossa, imprisonment of, 522-3. 

Barradas, Isidro, Spanish commander, 
1701-^ 

Bassano, Duke of, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of France: 1371-2; correspond¬ 
ence, 1373. 

Bayard, James A., U. S. envoy to Russia, 29. 

Bazares, Caetano, Secretary of State of 
Venezuela, correspondence, 1174. 

Beaver, case of, 63,370,916,921,925-8,1728. 

Becerra, Gomes, 2043. 

Behrmann, Ewald, correspondence, 1204. 

Belgrano, Manuel, 325, 331, 396, 418, 432, 
438, 479 , 485, 533 . 539 , 897. 929. 978, 
995 . 1719- 

Belleval, Baron de, 2113, 2117-18, 2120-1. 

Bennett, James H., U, S. consul at Pernam¬ 
buco, 723-4. 

Beresford, Admiral: British invasion of 
Buenos Aires, 3^7, 467-72, 498; special 
mission to Brazil, 693-6. 

Berindoaga, execution, 1793-4. 

Bermffdez, General, 1301, 1304. 

Berrien, Senator, 1302. 

Biddle, James, U. S. naval officer, 43, 133-4, 
167, 184, 526, 553, 657, 915-16, 920, 
926, 1021, 1024-6, 1028, 1030. 

Blanco: admiral in Chilean navy, 637, 1038, 
1058, iioi note, 1737, 1777; President 
of Chile, 1801. 

Bland, Theodorick, U, S. special commis¬ 
sioner to South America: 42, 46, 74, 79, 
486, 527, 553-4. 931-?; correspondence, 
47; report on conditions in Buenos 
Aires, 382-439; report on Chile, 946- 
1005. 

Blockades: by Morillo, 26-8, 175, H97, 
1891, 1904-10, 1920; of Pernambuco, 
40-1,42, 702, 791, 798; by Morales, 166, 
172,178,183,185,207; privateering and 

E iracy under, 166-85; reprisals ordered 
y British, 172, 174-5. 184, 1502; of 
Peru, 207-8, 220, 1028, 1037, 1050-4, 
1060-1, 1066, 1090, 1106-7, 175*; of 
Colonio del Sacramento, 372; of Buenos 
Aires, 476, 671-4; of Rio de la Plata, 
817, 842, 844-5, 853-4. 856, 866; of 
Chile, 1740; of port of Callao, 1760, 
1780. See also Privateering. 
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Boctmifmi Mark cie, Secretary oi 
^ate cif Meaico, c»rrw|:mftckaw, 1701. 

BMmr^ wvette, 

Eallvmr, Juan Vkenie, cor?imt^o«er of 
Veneioek to the U. S., 1143-4, xt4B”<}, 
1174, 

BoUvar. Sifo6n: 113** lip, m corn- 
fimnci at t ararai. 44; Watk gov^ment 
^ V'eiieisuek, 5S; with San 

Martin, liBo* U5f,* liljerator of 

New Cirrnatk. uh, UH5, it SB. il9«; 
armktire with MoriUo, 1^5, 

mihtarv ojicralioni in Peru, 
^30. 300-1, 554, sf»7. fas. fa^. 63 ^"^ 3 * 
114a* 645. f»4H, t *40 «oie, B03, Bti-iJ, 
I0S4, 1069 . loBB, M«K>-3, U 33 - 5 i **38, 
layn ia^'7. t 3 ««i* taa4. 

1731. 173 *^ 5 * 17 S 3 - 4 . 

tjf^h t7<»5-8. ms. t 777 * 

1780, 1783* t«oo; Walla* kller 10. 

1310-lf, iJtJ-aB: aeniitnenl 
againat in t oltmtliia, 310. *3^1-4, 
1361 'j; monarrhiral rtma|»iraor« in 
favor of. 0S4|, ttts. t.P 7 
1338-41. I 343 " 7 . * 340 » * 7 W« 
imi' ih 18^7, tU^i, i« 38. 1840; director 
cif IVrn, H43. 1747-K. 1770, 17B4-5. 
17BB, I7«|i j a«iilii*.k toward ran Afiwi- 
can r«mgrt^.^ itii. Ifi37. iBlo; «mti» 
itieni againil in fVru, Hfa, tf»S¥i t8j4; 
armblnr ttfoiawrd to Simin, 11 IS; 
furwlcni «ii Pwi. 1114 - 17 . 1309, ff»S8, 
181^. 1837; imlilka! |mwer. 
1584. tfm, 1791, t7*>8. 1BI4. IBI7. 
I8ti, 1837-8; mkm metikiiofi In war 
with Pern. itM* H 3 > *33*-a; 

dkiai«»f i'olowma, llBo, *lBt; 
%iani»H roftift««wit to treat with, 
tiof J. tans; military 

ofirraltont ataima MoriUo, 1197* IIW, 
liol. *-113 14, 1^*8, |J4«; rwigni 
iwrwlrnry of t ohimhiit, I 3 * 3 i'» 34 , 

*3Cso. 1B33; dii^tiie* wdn Saniander, 
tin# -at; vkil 10 the H. S., * 3311 ’, irmly 
with Pern. t3Jr», I33<^; Veneiw- 

kn ie|iaraiki#i %lm 10 polky of, 1341-47 
reiiirn to fwwrr m C obmya. 
*3^3-'4; ikaih, mppmvw^ |iroj“ 

m% aiainit i’aiw, Udm, 1705, iBtKj; 
invilaiimi Iroiii Mrairo to amurias 
high rommaitd. 177J; Prruvkn revolt 
agam#!. ma# j. In-- 

Boetire in c;hik. iBcn-J; retirement 
from Pern. 1803'“^, 1B13-14, *S3J; 
diaracicr and virwt, liiB-aaj tSaa-s, 
1837: unkm of Clyayiuiuii to Cokimbk. 
iBsllj rekikma with Stirrc. *839^31, 
1B34-4; mK i^iwrfil at baltk of Aya* 
cocW *834; firo|8»ed mtrdktiwt by 
the II. S, bdween Pern and. 

*145-4; inflt]Nen« m Europmn n^o 
ikficwi. at 39 ''^” 40 . ;IS4,|, 2 * 45 ^ 

Bolivk; iii«. iia*. *309. 

Bolivkii C.wif'wkrrailofi |>fc#p*o»«l, iSay, 
liji. ti3S. 1146. 


conitltutbn, ni3”-l3, *65B-i>, 
government: independent republic, tio6- 
7: projK^al to make empire of, 1x15. 
1126, t 33 t: 3 » 

Miniver to Peru recalled, 1843. 
politkal diiturbaneet, luS, *130-3. 
Santa Cruii, pretident, 1133, 1138. 
trmty with Peru (1828), it 3 t*“ 3 . 
Bonaparte, ]c»eph, 3 note, 51 note, 423, 
906. 909, 1146 note, 13S0 note, t96o«7. 
Bonatmrte, Naf>oleon, 3, 357, 498, 8B5, 
909“aa. *146-7, 1321^2. I37*'-3. *3^ 
^ note. IS 3 E iS^S-b, *574. 
liond, Jothua, U. S. coniui at Montevideo: 
64B-50, B07; Lwreijiondence, 3 * 86 , 

2 im. 

Bonifacio dr Andrada e Silva, Jo§C* dc. Sm 
Andrada. 

Ikiundarirm: famiwana dispute, 4, 34, 950, 
*37-;*t *37h; defmeil by Florida treaty 
(ill9)1 1*2; drfmeti by treaty of St. 
Ildwmi^i C*777)» 3%; llm Marco of 
Brazil C*754)* 4*^* 

liourkini; J59, *54S*“f>* *574? »t:ret nego- 
tktioni Wtwt*en wloniei and France, 
133. t 34 > 5 . * 4 <>-a. *87, 190, 542 - 3 » 

545-9, 860, 1047^, loso. tU5. *373, 

1281. 3 . t 335 -^» *391. *4«^3. *4^3* *52b, 

1576-7, 1583; intriguci in Mexico, 
*576-7, *633,1676,2040> 3173; restored, 
in Sjmin, 1393. Sm af«i Monarchical 
mnipiraciw. 

tiovci, Jo«^ T., 1333 ' 

Bowtloin* James, li. S. Miniiter to Madrid, 3. 
Bowleg, Admiral, 435, 522-3. 

Bowly, (‘ommcnlore, 7^. 

Boyari, Imttle of, 1214, 1260, 

Boyer, rre«deni of Santo Domingo, 1406-7, 
* 7 «^ 5 - 

Bradburn, Colonel, 1602-3. 

Braganaag, effort to rein»tate at Lkbon, 


* 433 :, 


Branca, Baron Pedra, Braatlkn charge k 
France, 142*. 

Brant Pontea, Fdiaberto Caldeim: com* 
miMiemer of Braxil to London, 823, 829 
Amlm«adof to Portugal, 835. *5^7^ 

Bravo, Nicholig, Dictator of Mexico, *532: 
1604-s, 160B, *676, i6B*-a. 

Bradl 

agenti: exchangcfl with France, *42, 768 
7B91792i I04. B34 i 14^. 856,1421 ;with 
the if. S„ 143, 222“‘3, 360, 670, 700 
73^. 749» 776. 776-l*r 793*;“5. 802, So; 
821-2, 826, 832 note. S33, 836-91 * 75 ^ 
3; with Uflited Province of La Plata 
5B0, 60B; apodal miition from Bueno 
Alr», 620, 625'-6, 62S, **21; policy 0 
government r^parding, 739, 756» 78 a«* 
7B4, 80s, 833-5: exchanged with Portu 
7^1 843. 84. 85M1 *5^7 

with Auftna, 834, S40-7; with Gm 


joniaio, *572» *09^* . . 

alliance apfnst Portugal j^poted to 
U. S., 233-4. aaM, 808-10, SI 3 -t^ 
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Brazil {continued) 

American confederacy proposed by Portu¬ 
gal, 204-5, 1239-40. 

Argentina, proiK)8ed annexation of, 664-5, 
1065, i ns. 

Austria, influence on government, 750, 
76a, 776, H3a, 846-7, 851, 867. 

Banda Oriental: invasion, and occupation 
of Montevideo, 98-9, 190, 194, 344, 
34f>. 34«. 350, 3<>5» 372-**3. 378-83, 436, 
442, 486, 501, 508, 622, 

625 -6, 628 -30, 649-50, 652, 660, 662-3, 
705. 71S. 757-9. 763. 7f>5, 771, 778, 780, 
812, 816-20, 822-3, 827, 829, 839, 
844-5, 852 <), 8{;9-62, 1071, 142! 2096, 
2115; convention regarding Monte¬ 
video, 865 -7, 2187-8. 

Bank of Brajjil, 723, 725, 757, 783. 
blockade of the Kio de la rlala, 817, 842, 
8.^4‘5. «53'4. «56, 866. 

British influence cm government, 674, 689, 
(> 9 h (m* 721. 749. 780. 789. 791, 807, 
826, 8a2, 851, 867. 

Buenos Aires, relations with, 669, 677-8, 
6S1-2, Hi 6, 819, 827, B29-30, 839, 
H41-5, B52 7, H59-67. 
colonial system, oprmsition to restoration, 
f)90-3, (m H, BoH, 868. 
cxmimerciaf relations: with the U. S., 238, 

670, 673, fKj9’7(K), 724. 749. 789. 75)2”"5. 
807, 817, H62-4; with (ireat Britain, 
670, 673-4, 6B9, 691, 699. 721, 749. 753, 
80a 4, H2f>, 853, 856, 859, 867; with 
Ihirtugal, 7(>3, 771, 775, 7H1 et seq,^ 
799, Hio; [mrls ornm to all nations, 
781, 7H4; with ('hile, 998-9, 
conitituliems: of Portugal, 573"“5. 7t>7’"iif 
713, 850 t; Brazilian projel, 756, 
7fK>-i. 76H, 773, 779, 787. 79t. 847. 
cortw, 734 9. 74^. 748-<). 755“<6 759’"6o, 
765 70, 784, 7H6-7, 798, 822, 849, 852. 
customs, 717 iH, 749, 826. 
decrees: against Tagle, 613; prohibiting 
landing of foreign troops, 614, 741; 
exfjelling antidiuleriendents, 747; am¬ 
nesty to Portuguese, 849-50. 
defense: relative strength of Brazilian and 
Partugum? troops, 7219-32, 734, 741, 
74^, 74H, 75*. 77^. 796-‘7. 800-1; navy, 
750, 796 7, Hoo. 1077. 
finance, 715, 717-18, 788, 841. 

French influence on government, 640, 775, 
777. 780. 7«9. 79*’“2, 807. 821, 829, 834, 
a^, 84f^-7, 851. 

geography, territory occupied by Portu¬ 
guese in t8l8, 372, 378"i). 
history, 713-21, 
indemnity to Portugal, 858. 
independence: declaration (Sept. 7, 1822), 
and manifesto to foreign nations, 205, 
608, 741-2, 761, 779, 781-^, 837. 847, 
1246; attitude of country toward, 
721-2, 735*“49. 744 75772-3, 

850; statement of facts leading to 
declaration, 780-90. 


John VI: policies, 690-700, 707-8, 710, 
713 et seq.; return to Lisbon, 711-12, 
781, 783; adheres to Portuguese con¬ 
stitution, 711, 713; designates son 
regent, 781; death, 84.8. 
mediation: proposal of joint, in war with 
Buenos Aires, 276; by Great Britain 
between Portugal and Brazil, 652, 
664-5, 824-6, 829, 832-s, 851, 858; by 
Great Britain in war with Buenos 
Aires, 654-6, 658-61, 663-4, 853-7, 
859-61; by France, 763; convention 
regarding Montevideo, 865-7, 953"“4. 
1374-6, 1378. 
mines, diamond, 412. 

Monroe message (Dec. 2, 1823): appli¬ 
cation to war with Buenos Aires, 293; 
effect in Brazil, 775-6, 808-9, 815. 

Pan American congress, 1293-4, 1572. 
Pernambuco and other provinces rebel 
against Portuguese government, 702-3, 
707-8, 710, 713, 719, 723-4. 727. 733. 
754. 758, 761, 764. 7<58, 770, 777-9. 
799,806,817,845,854-, 

Peter I: decree of recall to Portugal, 
728-31, ;735-8, 783-4. 7B6; proclaimed 
constitutional emperor, 747-8, 750-2, 
757. 761, 773. 781, 784 el seq., 847; 
loses confidence of subjects, 795-8, 
800-r, 822; succeeds to throne of Portu- 

f al, 848 el seq.; abdicates in favor of 
)onna Maria da Gloria, 850-1. 
piracy, cause of conflict with the U. S., 


08-101. 

political parties, 765 el seq., 771-4, 809-10, 
823, 834. 

population: political and moral character 
of, 713-21; negroes in, 746. 
press, 799. 

privateering, letters of marque and re¬ 
prisal, 749, 759, 863-4. 
prize courts, 771, 775, 796-7. 800, 858. 
property of Portuguese sequestrated, 763,. 

771..774-5.806,851 858. 
recognition: by the U. S., 22-3, 227, 
697-9. 731-3. 737. 739. 742-3. 775. 
788-95, 802-4, 807, 810-n, 815, 821-2, 
826, 836-40, 852, 868; by Portugal, 
222-3, 802, 806-7, 810, 813, 825-6, 
832-4, 836, 840, 1527; of the United 
Provinces of La Plata by Brazil, 576-8, 
580, 608-9; hy Austria, 750, 846-7, 
857-8; by France, 775, 780, 789, 846-7, 
855-7, 861, 1421-2; by Great Britain, 
780. 


religion, tolerance in, 749. 
reunion with Portu^l proposed, 764, 
77L 774, 795. 798, 803, 825, 834, 850. 
slave trade, 689-93, 701, 749, 776, 826, 
829. 

Spanish colonies: manifesto of Portuguese 
court regarding, 473-4; policy of empire 
toward, 473, 813, 831. 
treaty relations: with the U. S,, 233-4, 
23^, 699-700, 808-10, 813-15; with 
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otfier f>rovinc«, 457, 49*1 504, 
cu^totM, 670, 
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4 *S-th, 493. 

fortignefi, protertkm during K|iani»h 
invatitm, 
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centrafixed syrterri, 4^0-30; early {«■ 
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lS4*n *54*. *555. *554. *557. *5^**. 

t$ 6 $, *567, 1011, 1570, 1577. 
* 57 ^. *S 7 «l; 

i antrrar, in rornrnarKl of Sfmniiili 

ftirrei m I*eru, 5*i:V'4. 5*K». ^45. 

4, ttiH4 7, tiwgi, Iimi, 1103, IJ3J, 
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S«*rnfU 1771; surrender to jmiriota, 1770. 
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C“a|Miihiiria, (“ount. 
t 4falK»lK», iMttle of, li*3 14, 
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dsfUirbanre®, 1300. 
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897, 939 41, 1017 -19; corre- 
sfK^ndena*, 930. 

( arreras: 350, 483, 533^4. 7«4. 7<>9. B97, 
932, 1017 19, 1034, U26, 2 oHi; f)oliti» 
cid imrty. 93^ 4. W. W* *017, 
1059; i mp r i ion men t, 939-41, 

(‘iirlm, f)«n Infanta, 2111. 

(‘artagena; Americans detained at, 2^-^, 
^7 B, 35; revolution in, U64; asks aul 
Of the II. S,. 1164-^5. 

I'arvaUui e Mello, Luis Joxt^: President of 
Pernambuco, 77H-9, 7t>o, 79H, Hoft; 
Bnuilian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
H25. 

t a»*uMores, tbunl, S[mnbh Minister lo 
Bnixil. C#7, 79. 

C‘a«.tro, Prince, Sicilian Anihassatlor to 
Madrid. 2110. 

t'asteflatia, Francimm friar, 5^10, fK>7, bra, 
015. 

i astlereagb, Lord: 65 6, % 70, 85 7, |{i3, 
543. **^^7. *<»5o. *37b-H, 13H7, 

*. *43-^. *435 *439 4 ^K *442-9, 

1450 b, 1459 b3; corresfiofidence, 1377 
note, 1379 note, 
c bistro. 55H 9, (g'Kj, 

Viiktlimi, c^aplurt* of, 178-Ho, lyaH. 
C'auimart'a, La Plata, 395, 439. 
t a! heart, Lorii, iHp, 1803. 

C'aiholiriain. Are Keligion. 

C'ayctHla, (General, I3t»a, 

Crtsndor, cim* of, 2053. 
t axes* Dukede, 1050, 1*103. 

C >ar4. Uraxil, prm Uiimed a retmblic, 779, H39. 
Onind Amenta 

agents, dijilomatir, exchanged with the 
tL S., 239 4*. B71, HKi. 

history, HH4 7. 

indejMnidence tleclaretl ClHai). HH$. 

Pan American t*on^re», 883, 1303 ’4. 

relations with Mexico. 891-2. 

Rmiian Island tH‘cupieti by BriiWt, 
8HH9*. 

slates compriiing, 885 6. 

.SVr aiut (tuniemak, Honduras, Nirara- 
gua, San Salvador. 

Ortlefta, tbneral, 1802, 1834, 

tVvallo#, Petlro, Minister of State of S|wMn: 

1932; corres|H)ndence, icHi?. 1909, 
C'halmro, Imiile of, 352, 49<jt, 533, 913, 91*5, 
t>bH, 9H1. 994* 

C “hamWrJain, H24, 832. 
i'harcan, la Plata, 397 8, 439, 4(8>. 

C harles IV, of Sfiain, tK>9. 
t harles V, of Sfmin: order reganUng division 
of liiheii, 449-'5o; reslrirliorm on track 
with colonies, 451. 

Churl^s Simnrt, cm? of, ngi-H. 

C harks X, of France, 834. 

C harlotte, Prinrew. Are C'arloUa* 
t‘ha»r, John, privateer comtnander, 1918- 
19, *921,1935. *9^7* 
t'hasne, de, 472. 

C'haierieux, French agent to C obmbta. 225* 
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Chatham, Lord, quoted, 441. 

Chateaubriand, de, French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, i397'-9, 1496, 1586, 
1714. 

Chaytor, privateer commander, 523-5,1923, 
1926-7, 1928 note, 1936 note, 1937, 
1938-40 notes, 1951-2, 1967- 

Chicas, La Plata, 397, 406, 439. 

Chiclana, Feliciana: 327, 331; heads trium¬ 
virate of La Plata, 423-4, 477. 

Chile 

agents: exchanged with the U. S., 59, 
209-10, 216, 314-15; 915-16, 1048, 
1067,1092-4,1096, iin, 1118-21,1132, 
1136; consuls appointed by Worthing¬ 
ton, 919-21, 942; foreign representa¬ 
tion in, 833; from Sweden, 1036; Yri- 
sarri accredited to the U. S. and Euro¬ 
pean courts, 1041-3; exchanged with 
Colombia, 1068, 1071; exchanged with 
Great Britain, 1088-9, 1092-4, 1097, 
1460, 1462, 1514, 1564; status of Pope’s 
nuncio, 1091-2; from France, 1115, 
1235; from Peru, 1131. 
agriculture: 960-1, 998-1000, 1006, 1062; 

landlord system, 465-6. 
armament bought in the U. S., 77-8, 
352-3; 898, 983, 1022-3. 
canals, 978-9. 

church, influence of, 897-8, 986-7, 989-90, 
ion, 1020-1, 1096-7, 1104. 
claims for indemnity, U. S. and Chile, 
213, 543, 1099, 1107-8, 1119. 
coinage, 963, 1085-6. 
commercial relations: ports^ open to all 
nations, 437, 973, 1044; with Far East, 
456; with provinces, 457, 969,984-1009; 
with Great Britain, 933, 943, 969, 
984-5, 1105-6, 1108; with the U. S., 
933; 943-4. 951-2, 984-5, 1001-5, 1020, 
1062-3, 1105; with Peru, 936, 1000; 
law of commerce and navigation, 973 
et seq.; with Russia, 984; trade in wheat 
and metals, 998-1001; with China, 
1002-4, 1049; with Mexico, 1122-3. 
Concepci6n and Coquimbo, revolt against 
Santiago government, 1075-6, 1081, 
1091. 

constitutions: 1074-7, 1089-91, 1095-9, 
1114-15; acceptance of Spanish, re¬ 
fused, 566-7; Worthington’s draft, 
923-5, 935-6; difficulties of forming, 
947-8, 1068, 1071; Egana’s draft, 993; 
of the Carreras, 1017-18; adoption of 
Bolivian, proposed, ii 14-15, 1801-2. 
customs, 969, 973-5, 1041. 
defense: navy, 524, 526-7, 539, 602, 
942, 944-5, 983. 1020, 1022-3, 1027-9, 
1057-8, 1060; military force, 936-7, 
981-3, 1070. 

education, French offers of, 1123-8, 1785. 
geographical divisions, 922, 957-8, 1005- 

17. 1032-3. 

government: proposed system of patriots, 
484, 952-3, 990-1, 994-5, 1029-30, 


1047, 1063, 1073, 1117, 1121, 1239; 
early Spanish, 495 et seq.^ 904 et seq,, 
997, 1007; juntas established, 904-5, 
993, 1017-18, 1079, 1081-2; reforms of 
Campino, 1109-10; influence of Bolivar 
on, 1801-2. 

imports and exports, 984-5. 
independence, declaration of, 81, 149, 499, 
899,900-13, 1038. 
land grants of Spain, 987-8. 
loans: alleged negotiation by Wortliing- 
■ ton, 1033; negotiated in London, 1076, 
1082-3. 

mediation in war between Peru and Co¬ 
lombia, 304, 1133-6. 
mines, 959, 962-4, looo-i, 1007-8. 
monarchical conspiracies, 1045, 1048, 

1068, 1071, 1077, II 15, 1126-8. 
political parties, 932-4, 981, 993, 1017, 

1059.. 

population, 935*^, 972-3. 1005. 
press, freedom of, 945, 988-91. 
recognition: by the U. S., 146-56, 1041-5, 
1093, II 19-20; proposed by France, 
861; petition to Great Britain, 1460, 
1462; petition to Spain, 1464. 
revenue, 913-14. 938, 975-81, 986-7. 
revolution: expedition against Chiloe, 
273-4. 843, 1065, 1067, 1091, 1096, 
1104, H08-9, II 11 , 11 13; liberation by 
San Martin, 350-2, 362, 364, 372, 543, 
703, 899, 935; military operations, 
482-4, 551-2, 916-17, 919-20, 941-2, 
973, 981-3, 993-4, 1017-19; expedition 
of San Martin to Peru, 556-8, 1031-2, 
1038-41, 1046, 1050-1, 1053-7, 1066-8, 
1072, 1076, 1080, 1082-3, 1086-90, 
iioi; causes, 992-5; attitude of mili¬ 
tary leaders, 995-7; naval expedition 
for liberation of Peru, 1022-4, 1028- 
9, 1036-40, 1046-7, 1051-2, 1057-8, 
iioo-i, 1103-4, 1106; cooperation of 
Bolivar, 1066, 1068-70, 1080, 1087-8, 
noo, 1116-17. 

seaports, 970, 973, looo-i, 1009. 
settlements, Spanish, 991-2. 
slaves freed, 484, 991. 

Supreme Directors: O’Higgins, 617, 619, 
899. 981, 997t 1018, 1033-5, 1075, 
1078-9; Freire, 620, 1081-2, 1086, 
1098-9, HI7; Pinto, ii 17; Blanco, 1801. 
taxation: system of, 914, 973-8; of mines, 
929, 963; on importations from prov¬ 
inces, 969; tariff of duties, 1041. 
treaty relations: with Colombia, 204-5, 
1071, 1074, 1239, 1244-5; with the 
U. S., 1020, 1042-3, 1108, 1122-3, 
1128-30; with Mexico, 1122-3; with 
Argentina, 1190; with Great Britain, 

United States, aid sought in, 895-6. 

Chiloe: 957, 964-5, 1016; expedition of 
Chile against, 273-4, 1065, 1067, 1091. 
1096, 1104, 1108-9; surrender of, 843, 
nil, 1113; blockade, 1061. 
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Chinas: rommercf? with Buencw Airw, 456; 
with Bmtll, 749; with tha U. S», 1001-4, 
t049j with C hile, 1001-4, *^49- 

C*hiquito«, unite<i by treaty with Matto 
tirotoo, 

(Vrirw. riijaurr of, IQiH-Io, IQ3I. 

C'irrs, S|iaru 4 s foiniiuwkmt^f, tioi-i. 

C'iwrrm, vu'erciy of Buenc^» Airen, 4a2-»3» 

474* 4*^* 

t1»|ilalina; 759: annextHl to Bradl, 77S, $20, 
n%t>- 7, Htm. AVr o/s© Uruguiiy and 
Monte Vidro, 

Clti»na|u|), fights of negrtM?^ in South 
Amerira* tsHi). 

day, Hrnry, SriTrtary of Stiitr: 1047; ror- 
ft*t|M>ndrfHT, 1J9* 133* J3S, J37, 139, 
341, J44, 1S4, 2 tm, afit. 

30H. 170, 371, 173, 

374, 37s. J77, a7H, 179, iHi, iHj, 

3ft4, 3K5, iWi, ii| 3 , J«f 4 , J 95 , It/*, 2t^), 

3«io. 30 j. 

Clffornl, 13^*5 0. 

tlrmrntr, larn* t|r, agrnt of Venezuela in 
the V. S,‘. Ht), t)in lt^, n77, iiHo: 

f orrr^lMmdrnrr, H3._ n75, 1176, 

Clrmrnii^ C^neral, tiffiriai of Margaritii, 
rofrmfiiOfHirfirr. 1303. 

t/ohb, Alfred, tl, S, vtre ronnul for Arira, 
177H. 17^- 

C obufso Sm C^cK'kburn* C*af»tnin. 

Corhat«m^«, Lit Pkta* 315, 319* 398, 439, 
460, 4«7. 

C*orhf»ne» Lord *rhort»ai: forntnarulrr of the 
t^hilean navy. 134 note, 133, 5«, 516, 
539i S43* 5S«. boa. 6so, 613, 1034, 
1036-^^, lojb-8. 1040, 1046, 1051-4, 
ta5?»4, loC/i, tafi4, it/17. 1077. 1457, 
171!, f73«, t733'4. 173^-7, 31%; rom- 
jfnantlrr ol the firnitiban mivy, 6^, 750, 
757 7bi. 765. 7(H^, 77t, 775. 79^7. 

Hoo I, H03. tki$, 10^7. 

C mkbttrn, British Minister to CVdombw, 
Lm. t 4 \t j. 

1 IK kr, I irufetianl, death In Porto Riro, 185. 

t *ol«»tnlit4 

agrnia: rsrhatigrd with the tL S., 116 note, 
S44 note, tUt 3. toH, 3 lb“J 7 , 

019, tiJO «, 1335 b; of FraniT, 105-6. 
J33, 135. 1135. ti44'5. '3* 13767. 

t j8l- i;of Sweden. 305 ■’4^*. l3^.4-'6. 1253; 
esrhangril with Corral Britain. 333, 
U7H llo. 1300. 1514. 1564, 1571-3. 
1575; with t hile, *071; with Peru, 
t7i^;rrf«%4lof Ruw^ia to receive Lolom- 
biart, tm%n, 

arnwtirr: fitiwern Bolivar arid Morillo, 
l«i5. H1J4. iimrO, iiiHy-il; itrojMmal 
t«/S|^fn 370- 4. ^80. ni5. t 2 ()y- 

«. 1435 6. 1M83 5. 307-35, 3t37"-8. ^ 
Batlwry Slater, negnliation fegtrtling 
Mr«l«trffaneiin 3156-7, 1164, 

It 70'-1, 

Boltvk^ C^iikiinbian army evaroat^, 
rmoaK 1114 -15. 


ckimi of Great Britain against, 1502. 
colonies: effort of France to establish, 
1247, I272“»3; of Great Britain, 1247*- 
50,1262. 

commercial relations: with the U. S., 203- 
4. 1143, n45. nsL 1153, 1155“^. 

131415, 1318, 1255, 1265, 1348; with 
Cireat Britiiin, 1145, 1151, 1218, 1265™ 
6, 1279-80, 1407; witn Sfmin, 1237, 
1368; ve«eli admitted to ports of 
('treat Britain, Denmark, Sweden, 
France and Holland, 1238, 1252, 1259, 
1427, 1582; }>enalties upon nations 
withholding rwignition, 1465; laws re¬ 
lating to commerce, U41, u%-4, 1264, 
1301. 

conmnwioni: of Sjuin to treat with, 1203, 
1305-6, 1331, 1236; of Golonibla to 
Spam, 2CK»3 5* 

const itution«; of Venezuela. 1153, 1155-6; 
of Sjniin. prmdaimetl in, Ii8i>-^i2, 1195, 

1300; of republic, 1198, iioi, 13^3’4i 

(*uba, exfiedilion agam»t* 331 -3, 247 -8, 
263-8. 371 -5, 282-3. 3c/i, 3 I 3 '-’ 14 . 654, 
1388-03, 1295-6, I298"9. 1424, 1579. 
1627. 164a, l%5, I650-™5, i 8€K). 1879-- 
83, 1886, 2CK/f7, 21CK> I, 2nH-"l9, 

21 a I-3, 2139. 

cuBiornw, iii8. 1254-6, 1264, 1301. 
debt, 1336, 1252. 

defenie, military force, I2ia-n, 1284, 
exet uiivci: ui6, 1346 7; fmweri of, 1248. 
fiminre, 1434. 

geography: 203 3; territory included in, 

nw. 

government: 198 9, lui, 1147, 1248-50, 
1268, 1319; congfcw estafilmheil, 1213- 
13; (ifofKi»ed immarchy (1829), 1327 9, 
1333 6, 1338 4L 1343 5«n LIS^; return 
to constitutional, 1832 -3, 

Cnmyatiuil: annejcation. h> 66, 1B28; it'fM- 
ration. iu8. 1584. 1826; cfmtroveriy 
with Peru over, 1311, 1321, 1330-1, 
1337- 

lmm» negotiaterJ in C»reat Britain, 1349, 
1251-2, 1262, 1465, I49l» 

Margarita takes oath to Constitution, 
1194' 

mediation: between Buenm Airet and 
Braxil by, 376; by joint powers in war 
Wiween Peru and t'olombia, 360-2, 
yn-J. ii33^'6, 1326 » 1841^: 

by C*feat Britain wtween Sfiam and 
Colombia, 1343, 1431-2. 
monarchical conspiracies of France, 225, 
1115, 1125-8, 1235, 1273. 128W2. 
Panama annexed to, 144, 1218-19. 

Pan American congrew profK^sed by, 
im-<h 3^64-5 * 252-3. 883. 1071, io 73*“4. 
ini-ia, ni5,nHr^-<Ki,i244'“S 1251-2, 
1263. 1283-3, 1286-8, 1290. 1293-6, 
1303'“'4* 1627, 1641-3, iSio. 

Peru: war with, 1131-8. 1311, 1321. 1325““ 
6, 1329-32, 1336-8, 1836, 1838-^48; 
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Colombia (cmHnmd) 

Cabmbian army of f)rcui>^4tian* ni5 
ijl C*alombmni4 bribcHl to rvacuatr 
Limn* 130H, 1:115 17, 

Portugum? pro|Km«4l of an Anterkan ton 
frtierary, 204- 5, U34) -4o. 
pfr«(, 1355* 

pri«int*ri ifKihiingrtl with Sjj^uri, jcu 3, 
2152, 2156, iU*3 -4, 2171'-J. 
ofivatwring, 1103 -4. 

Quitu ann^ml to. 105, 
rtT<»gftlti«rtt by litr U, S., 130, 144. 147 ■ 
57, iCil, it>4 i%, loK, Mt.r-y, 10. 
uia- 17. 1226 H, 1252-3» 

71 \ |Kilky of Kurojw, 223- 6. U3E, 1240 
i, 1246; by FriintT, 225. 12H1 2, 1427. 
by Holbirid, 1236, 1246; by Portugal, 
1236, 123E, 1246; l“. S. irillitrrii-r m 
Korof>r ftir, IJ37 6. tjyt; arikm by 
(krat Britain, I23H- «>, i J46,1273, 127^ 
1343-4* 146^-72. I527'-‘K, 1536 4<». 
l54H-t|, 1623. 20K5: by Ivniiwsrk, U46; 
by Swrtirii, U46; offrrm of aisl to S|Min 
in <?5trbafigr for, 1265 6, JI62 3, 2105 
yn rtH|uriat« infUirm-r of firral Britain 
m S|ii4un, 1570; inMfurlions to niini^trr 
nt laindon rrgartling, 2125* 
rrligkin: toleranrr m'urrtl by trraiy, 2ot 
2; influpiu-T of rlrrgy on gowniwiit, 
US2 3- 

rTVoIuiioiK revolt ami ilrtiaralion of imir 
fjemirnrrof Wnr/airta, U to, 142. 147. 
14^1* DM. 467. *644, l«56, 115^. n^4 
5, 11:^7, 1201, n, fumlamrnial Uw 
of ihc’rrjmblir, 147, lifg* K nolr, Iil2 
13: lila*ralion of XVw liranatla, I*h %, 
Illl3, UH5, iuntam rfrrtrd at 

Vmitvm, 1143, 1147; fiiibtary oj«*r4' 
tkmis. itw, sitMi, ijio u, 

laiH, 1210 3, j J31 -2, 036, U36. t^47, 
I IjWk rvcfil^ Iradinp to, I32r 4. 
irr«iiy rrlationii: with S|wm, 157. 1203, 
1105, 120*1, 1231; with the V. K.. ic*t, 
tW .^01, J27 K, ijjfi, 1231, I233'6, 
12-55, with Prru. 204 5, 

1071, 1236. 1244-5. *3*^3-4* 1326. 

*336 -1. *336; with t hifr, 204 5, 1071, 
1074, t23«), *244'-5; with Im Pkfa, 6t7 
lE, *245; with Fur*»|ie, I234*'^»; with 
C»reat lirilain, 127*^ Wo* *564. l57*--3« 
1575; with Mesko* 1634, iri4i. 1672, 
Watt's ktirf to Ihdivar, 2*14 5, 1310. 


Cokmio rlrl Siirraiiirnto: nblitarv o|seratiofia 
of Porlugi.jr«» in, 3"2, 37lt, r*Hf, 705, 
717, H44; rarly m*ttkn«rfit, 4S'H, 
tblonisuithm of .^nith Am*Tka- effort® of 
<#rr#il Britain, 43l'-i* 6J4-6, 65^-0, 
*247-50, I26J; Briti^lt attifudr lowaril 
Anterkan fitdiry, 1513; Frrnrh effort#, 
icgH-s, 1247^56* * 2 «a, 1271-3; tli#« 
cuiwwl by Pan Amrrkari Cbugrrmi, 
*iB 7, *641; Britkli objertkinito Frrra^b 
robnie®, *475^-‘’'6, 1481, 14117-^. 
Columbia River: *070; trade on, 1004. 


Cmirerci^ii de i’hilr *013, revolt# again 
Crlligginii, 1075 6, loBi, 
Comlinawarta, mdri^fidrn* r, 423. 
r 4 «* * 4 , 

Con^ilUr Agriit#, Arr Agent# umd^f 

iriitM. 

t oiitinniul Albame. Holy AlbaiH-r, 
C'ofivriilioita. ‘rrraDri and Coiive 

Cmik, HafnrI P, S agrni lu C'lilia. ct 

fr#|w»tltlrfirr. 

C'fMikr, Bfitidi I laosi» agrnl„ 1041 
Cooky, Jainra, C. S «bar# ai Cmia. iim 
1^23, IW3I, rmrrfelMnsdriu r, tij 

*»44 

t o|»|irrifrr, S|feini%h grnrfal. 1621 
Cir%|a<rll#, « «F *73 w. 
t f«|uilfllw«, Clok, @lr« Usr® oi 4 r|«rn 

rtirr UW22I, 7 ^ 7 , f*» 7 A 6 . 
nsnir#. s|fft4 

"'t “or< Hilda®/* |a 4 doal |%ifty «4 llfai 
773 4 - 

i of«lf.iva, t rtTiirfi'ib *34^ a|, i ,||t 
C 6 r«bv 4 * 1-4 PI4I4, Cs«* 3 . 4 |dp<i al t! 

wifi|»lion, 3*13 4- 5* 4*6, 43^, 

4W7, fiiyk liadr, 4«,|. ?rw 

4g4sn®i giivrfmwnt sd lkien«»a Am 
432 3, C95C 656, 6yf«, yiovrfwly id, 51 
i ottg«r®^aoF 572 4. yW-i. 

11*11104 4 ^ 401 #! ill 42 d, 626 . 

C«Wd«wa llraty, larlw-rro Hfisam and ^lr#l 

tS 7 « *67. W7C M70. iitio I 
* 6*3 * 4 . |fA 4 5 , s. 20«3 

C t oillll dr I4, *F ^5 

< orrra *k i mitmtA. A«t«40« 5|ain*rl, |li 

lilimi agrnf it# Hnrom Aiir'®. ic 
to, 6 * 3 . ««ffr38|Mindrtn r, 7 ^ 1 . 

Corrra ik Srfra. Jtwsr, PofHigwr.w’ llfaitdi 
Xlim^trf to I hr C. H,; * 4 1 , « 
rnrr, 4*# 

Corrra, Jatoil*#, iifivairrr ioirim.si«ili 
17*1 Wo. Mni 3, 

Conirrilr®, |.^ Plata, 416, 626, 

C ftrir#, agrfti of 5f|p«iro in I hr IF S , 

< 'r»»tells, 675, 677. 6.a*. 

i ounril of I hr Indira: 444. 452, |*l 7 , 1. 

rrmd Irrr fratlc 1177WC 433 
CVmrado, |i* 4 C|iiln Xavirr, Ju%, 71*1- 
t'oiift, Sir Willmiii k. Hftimh 
i%mh 1321, *524, 

2047, ronim|«nslrmr, I5«7, *5*5, * 5 ^ 
3tm- 

i rawford, tkftrfab 4611. 471 j. 

Crw2, Frami^o 4r U: i*|i. 5»it, i 

tary <4 W'af «4 Ca PlaCt, 570 
t>uf, dr k, IfMifj. *6*2. 

C*tll« 

agrfilft: rrliiwl c 4 Sfiain lo adfiiil IF 
nmiuk, a«\5«^6*, jt>fi3 5. ^#74; C'm»i 
mliwcin, lii' 4. 

attack, Ikbdiiy 10, *4*4-iS. *421, *4. 
Britidi fwdiry rrgaiihng, 234 *2, 

115E6 * *. * 553 - 6, 1 5 S^. * 51 

* 57 ?-^. * 5 ^ 4 » 15^* 7. * 7 * 2 , 1015- 
i«* 35 . 1*46 fit, 2*54 6, 
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Cu^ Umiitsmd) 
mrimierrr, 1384, 1403. 

Franct?; |ira[»tm»I la tKcupy, 259-63, 307; 
off 3fK), 1416 17, 1419, 

tCi2H“3a, iC^B; fHjlky in Cwbim affairs, 

1417, 1430, IS5*> 157B, 15H7 

intir{««*ndt'nt‘t% queMiun of, 249^-50, 25B, 
IS^5“7» *5^.1. 2ii35. 

inviimnm prtqKmwi by Mexicn arul Co- 
btiihh, 331 3, 347-H, 263-«, 371-5* 
3ti3'3, 3tien 313-14, 654, I3B»-»<)3, 
1395 - 6 , UqB 9, I434, I579, I627, I640, 
*^5* *b5i> 5. iHik^, 1H79-H3, 1886, 

lm 0 - 7 , 3UM» I, JUB-lq, 3121 3, aisq. 

Mrisii«^4n tlr»ign» an, 1637, 1644, 

17^15. 

pirary, 167 8, 177, iHcM, 1H3.4, 243, 

2638. 3047. 

r«ndiiicm», 282 ■3. 
rr»nirr«, 1413 14, 14JI, 

Hp^itn; ifocqm in t'ubj, 1374; 
ikmnl bv Culm (or witli lalanirii, 

35* “”3. 365; ilWral jwliry in C'uImi, 307, 
6; iMlMn by»iUy qtu^iiuniiljb, 
1403; mrkm guar^my of Vului from 
Fawrr», 3l«5; iipprrhrnwnrii rrgardirig 
U, S. drmign«, 3tiJ5-7. 
trii^nilw |i^fi}ia«^ib 354-bfi, 3 Ck»-- 2, l5fK>’6, 
1578, I5to, t5Hfi-8. 

l-ftittti Stairs: riliiffw hrid, «>6 7; fialic*y 
Uiw^fd C'uIm, 185-b, 343 -3. 347-5C1, 
J7l-a, 378-9, 3c8>-8, 3*5-*4. *4*.V*«. 
I430»U I55A -5* *S5^ bci. 1570, 1577-- 
^9 1587-9. tfija, 1653 5, 

1879-Sti, 3a25-7, 308^^-7. 

Vives, iiaverftar und raptiiln *84, 

3916, 3035, 

C[6ruui, C'imjgrr«of, U97;"9, 1304. 

ibmmin, Spuniah ranm»i»ian^r la Sauih 
Aifirrit’a, 1995. 

jnrcirfiar*tipl in alambiii 
*95: «‘j>*i6i*bn from Cblambm, 1319. 

C‘ur.t^’4a, bbiiid of, iWi, 178. 

privatrrr, 7 nates, 1981, 

t'u»?oni^: F. S. rrgumiicin« far l>elligein»ni 
iirinrd iCKj: of liuenoi Atfes, 

38*9 457. 448. 455 49*. 593, 67a; on 

onfMirt^ and rKpnN of SfMiin imtl eolo- 
nir«, 451 4; cd 717 - IH, 749, H26; 

<4 ( bde, 973 5» *641 ;af C alcimbta, 
1318, 1354 *364, 1301; of Veneiuela, 

*359 

Ckiyii, f,4 Halil, 381). 45H, 487. 564 '.H. 

Vyamt tiiw of, ioiq, 3031. 

C'yrtio ik Abimrda, nirrnbef of Council of 

Stale of Spiiin, 3073, 3097-8* am. 

Ibi 1>U3, «rnf of frpublie of Fernambuco 
fa the H.* 754, 

Fiinia.t, Harwi ile, Frenrh Minitter of 
Foreign Aflairar I4I2-I3* *415, *4*7- 
*f* *5^*5, 1577; corrmfiondence, 1417. 

I>ankk, John, privafm commander, loi, 
136, 

Ik Coy.fc«y, Ailnural, 671-3, 677-9, 
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De Foreit, David C., agent of I*a Plata to 
the U. S,: 83-^5, 89-94, X40-X; 

rorreapondence, 82, 88, 107, 159, 515, 
5*6. 

Delgado, Iob^^ Matlas, president of Skin 
Skilvador (‘ongrew; 875-4^; manifesto of 
DecemlH^r 5, 1822, 877-9. 

Dei Real, deputy from New (iranada to 
London, 1436, 1439; corre@r^)ndena*, 
1379 note. 

Deniu, Pedro Alvarez, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Brazil, pa, 726. 

**De»fH?rtarlar”, jKditical attiirka on the 
U. S., 560. 

Dewdks, Marquli, 1394, 1463. 

Devereux, (knend, 344, 347, 349, 354, 
ia 5 T 9 . 1712, 1868. 

Dick, John, U. S, attorney for the ilislrirt of 
i.cmisiana*. 32“ 3; correstHindence, 32 
note. 

Djdler, Henry, 19*9, 1921. 

Dio« Mayorga, Juan de. Ser Mayorga. 

Diplumatic agents. *SVe AgentK under tutmes 
of eounirteM, 

Dongeloi, Count, governor of Martinique 
and captain generiil of French forcet in 
West Indies, 1555, 1558*9. 

Dorrego, Manuel, governor of Buenos Aires, 
556, 637 8, 630, 633, 637, 6 , 41 . 

Dos Arcos, (bunt, governor of Bahia, 720, 
733, H42. 

Downes, U. S. naval officer, 1037, *039. 

Dundas, Henry, Lortl Melville, 4(18. 

Dunn, apiminled U. S, vice consul at Bueno# 
Aire# by IIal#c*y, 5*9. 

Dupradi, AUIk'*, 1772. 

Duran, Juan, governor of Montevideo, 
3*79 80. 

Fast India ConqMiny, *004. 

Fcheverria, Joac|ufn de, Minisief of State 
and Foreign Rebtioni of Chile* *33-4, 
*653: aarresjKJudenre* 1026, *0^51. 

Faheverrfa, Ja«6: Minister from tfolombia 
to Rome, *230; to (keat Britain, 
1468-73. 

Hcheasevica, Mariano, *307. 

bkuadar, withdraw# from Colombia (1830), 
IJ43 note. 

Edward Grafmmi camure of, l«>o8. 

Education: in the Unitetl Province# of 
Plata* 463, 512-13; offers of French 

f overnment to Chileans, n23““8, *785; 
I. S. offers to C*hileani, 1137 -8. 

Egafta, Juan, ScxTetary of State of C'hile, 
993. 1079, 1092-4. 

Eixiiguirre, governor of Chile, 1079, 
Kldfidge, T. R., 1740, *784. 

Elio, Francwto Javier, military governor 
and viceroy of Montevideo, 472, 476^*8, 
675-8, 680, 

EliMlda, Juan Manuel de, Mexican Minister 
to the U. S., i6h- 

Elliot, II. S. fiavil officer, 845, 853. B55. 
Elton, John FL, 168-73, 
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Entrt Riw (Santa F^), la Plata; Bi, 
agriculture, 403-5. 
gciigniphy, 3ti3, CV), 4H7, 5tu. 
government; umler Artigai, 43J. 5o^» 7: 

uruirr Kamtrrs!;, 5f»4 5. 

Lcijk*% in, 593 i ^>3. 

Monteviclw aide*! iigain^t Draiil, 

^uet, 75H, Hi6, HUh 

tH*are wtween Lo|wi; and Rwlrigwrjf, 
5ft2. 

PortU||unie; ocruimtkm by, 443; allegw! 

rrwion to, 575. 
revolution, 5Ht). 

treiity of ctimmerce with Cimtt Britain, 
435. 437* 44«* 

^ war with Buemm Airea, 4,51^ a, ^ 
Frving* (trorge W., U. S. ^Btii^ler to Sjsiaifi: 
tt3i MKH; t'Ofrtm|«mdrrtre, 34,35* 

4b, bl, I«j3o, l0|o, 

103^1 DM4. DM5, D'Mb, DI57* 

itjra. 11^,3, iii77. 

D;B5. 

Pac’alada, Franri^'o Antonio a: 425. 

cor ream mdence* 345, 3H0, ^31. 
K»cahma, Jiiaft dr, rnrfrMiondenrr, 114^. 
Kmandell, pri%^a(erf rotnniamier, 71. 
liwiwmm, AV<? Ma»o««. 

Facuria, Manuel, S|mni»li raminWonrr, 
n<B. 

Fmmrrei, pnvatrer rommandrr, 173, 177. 
Ka|«trtero, S|Mniftti general, tyHi. 

FjRpintmit, Mexican Minister of l‘oreign 
AEaifs, ir*55. 

Fatefamm, J«r# Ctuillernio, f»rivatrrf com¬ 
mander, IC350. 

Faierlsa^y, Princ'c. c«rrr#|mfnitrnre, 1540. 
Flitevit, Jo«^ lgri*n'i<», Sfscretary of State c4 
MestVo. 1637 H, 1657, 1077, 

Fiir«(«*an Alliarice. Are Holy Atimnre. 
Kuiii^, William, V, S. Miniulrr to the 
Nrtherlanib: J3 note; rorrr»|9«m«lenrr, 

33. 

F.verrif, Alrxamlef H., V. S. Minitlrr to 
H|^in: 25), 270. J73. jHs, 1420* 

I423-4. tSHJ - 2, ItMt? 7. DM«3 '5ir, 

mrrr^fKniflrnrr, 342. Jfi, 205II, 

m^h 3ofj5, 2071. 2073, 

2073, 2 « 75 , JfKi7, ittm, it ill* 

2107, 3in, 2114* itiH, Jttn, itMK 

2127, JiaK, 2t2«|, 2130, 2131, 2133. 

^134* ^*35. 3137* 3130. 3140. 2f4t, 

2143, 2143. 2l4fi. 2I4«, Jt4«|, 2151. 

2157, 315H, 215^1, 2160. 2163, 

2163, aitai; S. rhargf at Brun^b, 

rofr«{KrmirmT. 1711, 17$ 3, 1713. 1714. 
1716. 

Eyre, Sir C ‘^etrrge, 77a. 

Falkland Wantk, 1020, 

Ferdinand VII, King «d S|min, 436, 4 «m, 
47 ^- 3 ^* 4^l3'“4. 4#. 

<^5. 701, 717, 770, <103, r|ci5, c>oo-t«, 
953* D4i, n5«. t«92, 

H95-4, itigB, iat4. 1235. 1250, 1262, 


imi t 373 > i 3 ^>-t nol 

13%. * 3 *^^. * 4-^3 

Frrrira, IVrnvan Monster to t/olomhi 
170 ^- 

Figiiierrdo. )uan Manuel. Ilra^jhan nmi 
lo Ilyrnw Asrr®. 5H«i. 

Filistda. X'icrnie, mf n, 

Fissk, Jon.ithan, t'. S disstiict alionrii 
grnrsal, rurfr«f®tifolrrn r, 6 m$te 
F 4 an^«ni, 3 lsgnrl Antoni«», 211^4 5 
Flemmg, Adtiioab 1343 4, l.¥^c 

Fhrrt^m, t*rnrf 4 !, l3tM 5 , 1 30 ? 

Flwida! by llir f’ S frs#«n S|«i 

^ f». n tl. 3C1, imtUK .144, l«»2o, ii) 

t 37 * * 37«6 * 3 ^ 4 . I w 7, Uj 

144 ^^, 143,.t 1457. * 7 tD lfw*i 2, 

«i. i«M 7 . D^^ 4 . l*eit 2. 

jMiterd ®ri2utr by M%i y? 7, H 

Itraly IwM^wn the !' S and S|« 
UH|s|i. tun 2 b. $77 l$J 

ti«i 3 . 12.17 U 4 |, S|Mnr 

grant8^. il l 1 4* l„Vi% o, Mrxnan na^ 
at Krv \Vrtsl, 2^45 O. aid 

Indom®. $^i7 ^ 

FofWs. |« 4 »ii 5 | : 1 , 1 % ft, t«7 *p»,, |«|2, jn 
557. r«ei, 1^44 %, $1*46 1074. iiw 

1461. I .pa, ^i^rsal agrnt r«| ilir S. 

C Inlr i.*f lliirn« Aorm. * sifmfmifidrfn 

130. 133. $ 3 «, I40. 14^. 5 ^ 7 . 5 %. 37 
576. 577. 57^1 5« |. 5 ^ 5 . 5 ^ 

5«|t, 5 <ll Wk 5 ^#, r*rr3,ls{) 
6 |}, 0 $ 2 «C 44 . 61 %. w-ftrlaiv 
Irfation at Aue%, roife'»|*in 

rtne. 6l6, 6#o. 022, 62,t 6l%, 627, 6J 
631, o.y. 630, rhaf# at Il 4 #rn*» Am 
«'*iirrM«mdrtne. 23%. I67. 63B. Oj 

642. 6|4, 64%^ 047. o%«s, r»%i. 6%3, h$ 
fi%6. 6%7. 6%^. r«i 4 „ Wi 

fg*% 

Forr%l.,i|e U. Ffrtoh afrnt m dole. ^ 4 . 
Fofayili, John. I* H Alno^^rr to lii 

no, 11,1 M. 117 tju I, $r^. 46 

1464. |M»4, ««»rrrs|Min 

rnrr, «|5, «/f. |r*3„ 0#»fc l«# 7 . IVj 

2013. 2ol|, 20l 

i022. 2ft23. 2*#J4* 2^ll«r 

Fmfrr, Jolin S*|.. IV H %-rtr ai I 

t*uayra, ll*:i 

F««*trr, t’aiilam : l|o|. r*ifirife|«« 

rncr with tio$ 

Fratire 

an^enla: to C'olotnWa, 2o% O. 2J3, J2 
ii:i 5 . U44 3 , 1^7^ , 3 - 7, U»l- 

exchangr*! with Atgriiiina. W*5 ,1 J 35 i 
Pmi, ttt%, $«t3* loDhfle, *115. UJ 

ex*-hange 4 with Aleino, SJJS, 140 

a 145; (rmn Haiti and »%nio 
140^^7, 1411; rxr'hangrd with Brm 
jm, 792. fcM* ^^ 7* ^3 
1421. 

armiaiire frr|iie*i to Sf^in mi hrhail 
tVikimlna, 1425 o. J$J7 atji-a. 
rornwerre: with the IF S.. 7 1371; wi^ 

B$mic» Aifrt, 414; with HiMith Atfirfi 
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r ranee (cm/tnmd) 

in general, i^%p, 1392, ts 97 , 1408, 1427, 
1714-15: With Haiti and Santo Do- 
niingo, 1411; with Mexico, 

I4af> 7; retiueat to the U. S. to pro¬ 
hibit commerce with Santo Domingo, 
UKi 3 . 

trijKirtite agreement proposed by 
Ureat Hritain, 254-62, I56 ohS, 1568, 
1578. I 5^>. alleged French oc- 

rufiation, 25e>-f»3, 307, 1250; policy to¬ 
ward. 1417, 1420, 1559"^, I57«, 

rdueaticm offereil Chileans, U23-'8, 1785. 

indemnity to French colonists in 54nto 

^ Domingo. i4i:g»-7, 1411, 1422, 1424. 

mvtdon and tKTUttatkm of Spain, U43, 

1397 8. H«5. 2135, 

fHjnnf»arte (daml on Spanish 
throne, 3 note. 51 note, 422, 906, 909, 
1146 note, 13H0 note. 

riHinarchical intfiguei in Sfianish colonies, 

iM ' S » *^^ 7 . DKh 225, 542-’-3. 

545 ^ n«te, 549, Hfm. 1047 8, 1050, 
ni5, 1125 8, J273, 1281 2, 1335”^*, 

*375. *383. 1463. 1526, 

*57b 7. *51^^. *739. *74i^. *777, 2040, 

a 173. 

mf^ltation; Ijetween Stmin and colonies, 
763, 76a. 1374, 1386. i3t>o. 1393, 139H, 
1400-1, 2112-14; offer to Mexico of 
friendly ofhcei in Rome, 1662. 

Monroe me»age, altitude toward, *7*3-- 
14. 

naval forcei In Souths American waters, 
2l>0, u> 4 ^Sh *«83, J085, I4I6--I7, 
*4*9i *628-32, 1648, 1738, 1754, 1802, 
1813. 

Paris C'onference on Spanish American 
affairs, 1508, *515, 100. 

tKjriM t)t>ene<l to South*>American flags, 
1582. 2139, 2145. 

protH^rty in iJma, demands for restitution, 

lytkj. 

rin^ogfution of colonies: effect of U, S. 
action on fX)Hry, 75, X396-7; attitude 
toward, 225,86*, 12HJ -2, i37*-’3, 1386- 
*8>. *397 9. *408, X4n, I421-2, 

1426 7, 1498 *15^), i5D3-»5, 1510-11, 
*555. *557. *575. *7*3. *7771 of Ar¬ 
gentina, 6^»5; Uraxil, 775, 780, 789, 
855 7, H61, *421-2; of Santo 
Dommgo, I4cge7, *411, 1417, 1422, 
H'H* *555 6, *568, *572-3. 2057-8, 
2089; ene^‘l of British action on policy, 
1548 9, *573; |K)licy ktcomes favorable 
to, 2057, 2ofi2* 207a; preMure on Spain 
to end war, 2*12-13,2*21,2135, 2I68--9. 

treaty relations: t!on vent ion with the IL S. 
regarding Florida, 5; with Argentina, 
542* 549, 1050; with Bradl, 855^-7; with 
Mexiai. 1577, *66i-*2, 1668-9, 
Franchiie: first dectioni held in Plata, 
426--7; elections In Buenos Aires, 464, 
513-14; elective system in Chile, 484; 


proposal to withdraw suffrage from 
Spaniards in Buenos Aires, 637-8; 
electoral college of Rio de Janeiro, 799; 
popular elections in Banda Oriental, 
865-6; abuse of, in Colombia, 1333-4. 
Francia, Jos^ G. R. de, dictator of Paraguay, 
^ 432. 465, 508, biof 

Frankltn, case against, 218-19. 

Franklin, Benjamin, 1241. 

Free Masons. See Masons. 

“Free ships, free goods" doctrine, 863-4, 
1564, 1572. 

Freire, Ram6n de, Supreme Director of 
Chile, 617, 619-20, 843, 934, 982, 1022, 
1075-6, 1079-82, 1086, 1091, 1096-9, 
iixo-i*, xri6-i7, *127. 

Fuente, Antonio Guti{*rrez de la, Peruvian 
envoy to La Plata: 608-9; overthrows 
government at Lima, **37-8, 1337, 
*339. *834* 

Funchal, C'ount de, 694-5. 

Funes, Gregorio, historian, 423, 495, 498-9, 
5 * 3 . 563* 

(’.alitzin, Prince, 1851. 

(iallatin, Albert: 67, 73, 2x6, 577, 1146, 1385, 
1471-2; U. S. Minister to France, corre¬ 
spondence, 29, 63, 75, 1374, *377. *379. 
*382, 1383, 1386, 1390, 1391, 1392, 
*393.. *394. *395. *396, 13971 to Great 
Britain, correspondence, 1582, *583, 
*555. *5«6, 1587, 1588. 

(iaiveston: occupied by unauthorized per¬ 
sons, 46, 48-9, 5*, 385-6, 506; occupied 
by the U. S., 949 ““ 5 o. ** 75 . *377- 
Gamarra, Augustin, Peruvian general, 1130- 
X, 1137-8, 1337 note, 1844, 1846-8. 
Gameiro, C hevalier de, Brazilian Minister to 
(ireat Britain: *527; corre8j>ondcnce, 
1294 note. 

(Janiza, (»avino, 885. 

Garay, Martin de, nnancial reform in Spain, 
1962. 

Garcia del Rio, Juan, Peruvian envoy to 
(ireat Britain, 602, 6x6, 637, r474““5. 
(iarcia, Manuel Jos6: Secretary of Treasury 
of Plata, 456, 562, 580, 592, 631, 
642-4, 646-8, 660-1, 829, 1x21; Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Relations, 650; corre¬ 
spondence, 642. 

(iarza, Mexican general, 1698, 170X. 
(iauchos: 4x6-18; as soldiers, 1x7-18, 434, 
937 . 995 ; aid Saavedra’s revolution, 
423. 

Ciavica, Alexis and Diego, 458, 

Gelston, 1153, 1x70, 

General Armoria^ privateer, 302-3. 

Gemral CarringUm, case of, 1755-6, 1760, 
1764-5, 1770. 

General Rondeau^ case of, 136-9. 

General Santander, privateer, 2050. 

George IV. King of England, 1364. 
Germany, commerce with Buenos Aires, 

See also Prussia. 




2 i 06 


INDhX 


t>e#us, C'uuni tir, Fmuh torisul in 

7C^, 7H«)» H33; rhiiripe in llrii/iF 

H34. H$$ 7. 

Gkrnit vum* tif, 

iiohndrimti mw* uf, ItjaH nutr. 
tkirn«*i5, AugUHiin, tiniiiliiiri envny iu 
the? fi. S., 75K. 

V'nlrntjm*: nginit t»l Burntm Airr» in 

FratuT, 135. 545. 553 4» **»• 

Ut'^, III 5, ^>83; 111 Kin ilr Janrirn, can, 
6^5 n, euK; inrmtKT uf rorntitutiunai 
rtmiiniiit’r, tt^s. 

lit'. li4it 7 nui«*. 

(Hirihin, Sir Williain, c»eni. 

(ksritta laUflii, 37J, 7115, 

(aiurirfl, i'lHinf. Kuwian rhargi* ai llrtiwU, 
1H71 i, 

CHiWi*r, Liiril I*r4m'iii LrviMin, 1538. 
(iiiyrnrrhr, Maiturl, 3^5. 331, 47i 5. 47«i. 
Hi^7, 

(iraharu, |«4ur. t\ S. rcitnnh^itmrr in S-nuih 
Amrrira. 41 411, 74. 7 ^h 4*45* 5*?7» 

v153 4. In57i I litfrmi^mflrnrr. 4i, 47. 

7«4* 381 |rr|Hifih 480, Mifiiuifr lu 
hH'lugurw' i'liurl in lira^ih fuirr»)|Mm4 
cncT, nH, 7cg». 

Gmm.pm, vdm* nL 173 4- 

Sir < Itarles, 1,^43'4- 

CiranviUr Lnr*l, Brili4t AmWmidnr ai 

Farm. 14^1, 1557. 1577* 

15»f}. 

t»rriit Britain 

agrrUs, ili|4t»tiu4lir and ftitiMikr, r%' 
tdiattgrd with S^iuih Aiiirnra; 14H7, 
1497, I5«:«f r. t$t 4 » I57i; with C ahnn^ 
Bm, JJ3, 1^78 H<», titm, 1514, t5rt4, 
*57* '3* *575: t’Inir, tnH8 c|, 

4* icK|7, 141*1:1, t4ea, *514, 151*4; w$ih 
vrnrjgurhi, t45^K wilh |Vf«. I474 5. 
*5*4* *573; with 1477, 15111, 

*5*4. *5^5. *5*»4« *57* *5«3. **■»•*«* 

rwir, i<»J3. H»3f» 7; with HyrriiM Aitra, 
*5M* *55-^. *5N* *57^. *575; ^«*h 

Mcmts’VidiMi, 1514; with Brajiil. t57i, 
with iiuairmahi. 1573; Fninirtl^ 
ddlirultim wiui lifflt^li I'har#. Ward, 
1581, IC135 it, l#i3M; Sriiiih Arnrriraft, 
rirgi^'lrd alter ranningk drath, 15% 
igi; prtitrM ill 5trxira againn! I'cmnukr 
a|i|Mdru«ieni tw tiuairtnak, 1^17^. 
armiftlice rri|uril cn Stwifi, nn tirhalf td 
^ C’nlumhk, Jli7- H, ^133, JljK. 
i‘anning*ii prtijmiali to thr I*. S. Inr jdni 
acihm, 3, *47*^'-95. *S*»*. 

I5cg*, 1510, ijit, 
eUinm 4g4t«*4 S|*i*iin, ,§<130 i. 

I'ohniial aititiilintia in Stmih Ainrrira, 4;lt - 

5 * C»S4"3i. 1153, 1^47 K. 

*47^». *47^*, 

rnmniiTi'r with SinUh Anienni: 7“8, 71, 
23H, 411-2. 435 -n. 441,454- h. 535* 507. 

Hx%. *4.P‘'3. *4»V»* *43«7'4fn 
1442, *447. l4h5-7. *47** *4«>S* 

*3*h. *518-04 with ltra;KiI, 414-15, 4*|n 
t. 454 7. 4*H-7. 504, 597* h73. 683; with 


t'liilr, «|33. «i| 3 . *#4 5 ^ **05 

1108; willi 1 iilwwbia. tl 45 . 1151, 11 
li 70-»:0 t 4 «« 7 , willi Vrnriurla, 

|a'i»lsils4i8Mn *d I fade m 
S|i*4nmh iiakiiisra, I 17I- Wsih 5|r^i 
1407; ail«»mm«ni ISayili Awrfit 

vrMcl» mill |w#fis. ms 5 

Btilisli &ln|w III SaiijUi Asnrrwasi |M?i 
t%U> c«iwmrS 4 J 4 l M!#f(air 

iiy irt »®gtiiinai, 

OifllWiteiiMi 111 Ml 7. I^i*, ir 

finlr, I0i3„ sr*.|r. 7 

t ylia: |ii»»3»i«r4 tii|M«S3lr ingiwtgrai 
gardwg. J %4 t% 7 %. 15^ 

1585 8, fr|«tsflr«l lu «»ri|| 

307] *13^, * 58 r.* S711. t*p|«,»s^d 

it|*alsnn l*v ars%- laarign |»i%' 

1550 l> 1553 455^ *577 ^ 

inifigiir |»»r irv»@las«m m i 

and, JS |0 .%S, Jt %4 €$ 

rsifif«di|i«»n®, 4 gain»l |lurn«»» Aifr« Ulfei 
318, \S 7 . 41s 4 ^»r 4 ^^. 4' 

1*1 md S|is 4 ««al« ft |^fr|#arr*-! 

*457 * 7 *^ 

Mnrida IclKni.r's! d r^-sa#! |a« I ♦ir' 4 l 

*1 **. *434* *i«ail|«r '4 Itm 

4 ff«l agrtit# dining «j?Is Ihr ! . 

*%7 B 

lrg:sdaSs««i rrg 4 ?d« 8 g siird I*.* «'Mlsainriii, Mj 
« l. * 415 . * 15 ^*. *4 5 ^ *1 
hwft#: Im |l«trns.» Aifra, 

Fnilwgah 77 In t $140. SJi 

J. Sn S| 

*5^J, tn \lr%iin. 1077 

inrt|* 4 {|*ai. juII rJUipIrd, l^rl mrrn H|!««s 
inlmiira, J-?|, 115 7' -^*7^1* 

*134 * 4 .IS i. *131 «*. *430 

*441. 1440 113 * 1- M5I« * 315 ^ *0 

1 * 147 ' IjK-lmrrn Anr» ^n«| llfi; 

Irgiiidsng 5 |tisiitrv«slr-i*. 034 1*5^ ’ 

mx 4 „ B 3 ;| 7,. 113*1 r.|„ 7, 034 

1374 Cl. tt7H, Isrlmrrn lha#d a 
lyiritigah 1*^14 C?. 5, 1151, i| 

|«in!, ni mar Sarlmrrn I nlumfti# a 
iVra. I 3 ..p. *^|l 3. SB.44 5, 
imnt snrdliidwn I Inly Allwme 1 

Swrrn Hfiam and s« 4 itfn«, I3<|i 

Monrw' itnrwgr, 1513, 1713 
naval t«»rir «i S<niils Anw^u an walrr», 5 

*». *5M* *75|. *757. 

* 8*3 

nrwiral |» 4 h v in Snwih Aitmuan allai 
tm. H%V « 43 «« * 44 *. *453 
Iknanw t «*ngfrw, rriwr^fl^fiiaskin 
itti 11, f/^w. 

Farha**wnSaf3' drltaSr* «in Attii 

r4n«llaif»„ I4,|4| 40, MSC^« t4C*3. *4!^ 

*4^170, 1511, 1514-5. * 1 I 7 '^« *5 
tw>» *7**. *7*l« *7*^> 
fifnSwdkw *4 rrisKlrsili in hi? 

I 7 m» tfftj, i 7 M 

l-irnlrrltwale over liiindii t>fwntal |i 
pogetl. 

id rnhwnet; tk S. |wi»|w«k 
imsit. 87-8, 1 * 15 , 7. ai 4 * 
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Great Britain (cmuinmd) 

I6t>4; |X)licy regarding, 

195. 644, 646, 654-«5, 675™^, 1047, 

lUih 1279 Ho, 1376, i3<>o, 1397^), 
1401, i4t>f>-io, 1421, 1432-4, 1436, 
144H 9, 14512. 1463, 1477-H, 

1484; of rmignilion by the iL S. 
on jKility. J5H 9, t3t>6-7, 1450, 1452, 
*455. 1457 H, 1464 5: urges S|)am to 
retognixtn’olcmjes, 1515 iH. 1520.1555- 
C»; rrcogniiitm of Mexico, Golarnbia and 
Buemii Aires by, 1527-H, 1530-40, 
*^^23, 2oli5; -protested by 
Sjiiiin. 1530 H, I54*““7» i549-5«; by 
Ru«®ia, 153H 40, 1547 9, iH 6<>-»70; -by 
Austria, 1540, i54H ~<;r ^by Clernmny, 
J54IJ rojnujercial advantages obtainetl 
in South Arneriea by, ataji; means 
used by British Minister at Madrid to 
«rure, JU2, 2164-5, 2i6t;. 
reptmds following Sfmnish blcK^kades, 

172, 172-5. iH^. 1502. 

RoaUn Island wimi, HHH 91. 
slave trade; traffic with Kmniih colonics, 
452 3; efforts ui alKiIiih, ^>89-93, 826, 
1446, 193.), Ittb2. 

tfraly relations: with Uamla Oriental, 
435. 437. 44t>, 508 9; with Brazil, 670, 
674. in^u im* 720 732, B26, H58, 867; 
with Colombia, 1279 80, 1564, 1571 3, 
1575; with Mexico, 1122, 1561, 1564, 
*S7*-2, 1576, 15H1, 15H3-4. »h34, 1639, 
1651, 1656, tfj6l, 1677-^8; with Buenos 
Airri, 1528, 1564, I572t c?harge of vio- 
lation by S|»in, IS 33 . « 537 . 1543 - 3 . 
*547. *549» With (lUatenmla, 1573: with 
Peru, 1573, 1813; with Hfmln for sup- 
prt*««ion of isiive trade, 1962. 
war with SfMtn thrcatem^l, 15H4, 1587-9. 

Gregory, U. S. naval comrtuinder, H>8, 
*73 8. 

(irenfcl, Gii[itain, 796, 819. 

(irennolds, privateer commander, 1923, 
1926, 1936 note, 1937, 1938-40 note, 
1967, 

Guadalaxani, raptured by Mtxicani, j6o6. 

(ivjuuiidut>e, occupied by Mexicans, i6u>-n. 

Ciual, IVtlfo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Colombia: mh> i, 204-8, 1175, 1216, 
1229 3G 1238, 1263 4, 1279-H0, 1317, 
1436*. correi5|Kmdent!t% 161, 1226, 1227, 

up, U37,J26i;. 

(kmnajuaio. ici/,urc of mint by Mexican 
rcvolutioniits. jfK)4“5. 

Guamj, C*hiic, uk)7-H. 

CtUtttrnmk 

agents: to Gmn Britain to conclude com¬ 
mercial treaty, 1573; apfiointment of 
British consuli to, opjio^etl by Mex¬ 
ico, 1672; Mexican minister recalled, 
1706, 

annexation: to the tb S, profioied by San 
Salvador, 239 40. B72-9, 2040; to 
Mexico, 1612, 1672. 
consttluilon (1824), 8B5 6. 
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government: republic (1823), 880; pro¬ 
posed empire, H15, x 126-7. 
independence, 871-2, 1612. 

Pan American. Congress, ini-12, 1643. 
recognition by Mexico, 240, 880. 

Roatan seized by British, 888-91. 
treaty relations, with Great Britain, 1573, 
See also Central America and San SaTva- 
dor. 

Guayaquil: annexed to Colombia, 1066, 
niB, 1828; separated from Colombia, 
xiiH, 15B4, 1826; controversy between 
C'olombia and Peru over, 131 x, 1321, 
1330-1, 1337; oilers to BoHvar, X658. 

GUemex, governor of Salta, 418, 434, 579, 
, W 5 ‘ 

(lUerrero, Vicente: 1602-3, x68x-2; Presi¬ 
dent of Mexico, 1701. 

(mevarra, governor of Margarita, corre¬ 
spondence, X203. 

Guiana: 724; Britbn colonial designs, 1248. 

Guido, Tom^s, Buenos Airean Minister to 
C'hile, 663, 665, 921, 1027; correspond¬ 
ence rejtarding Prevost, 552-4 note. 

(mise, Admiral, Peruvian naval commander, 
1748. t 75 lr J 75 vS” 6 , 1761, 1765, X 7 <^>“ 
7 «. i 773 r I 777 r 1781. *805, 1823, X827, 
1H40 X. 

Gusman, Juan Pablo Discard!, 467-8. 

(JutifTress de la Fuente, Antonio, See 
Fuente. 

(#utiY‘rrex, J086 Bernardo, Mexican revolu¬ 
tionist: 1895, X899, igoo-x; correspond¬ 
ence, 1593. 


Haiti 

agents: commission to France, x406-7, 
X4ix; Mexican mission regarding ut>- 
rising in Cuki, 1705. 
commercial relations with France, 1406-8, 
14x1-12, 1417. 

French fleet used as means of coercion, 


1417, 14x9. 

recognition: indemnity offers to France 
in exchange for, 1406-7, laxi; by 
Franan i^tt, 14x7, 2057-8, 2089. 

slave trade, X 287. 

treaty relations with France, 1406-8,1411. 

See also Santo Domingo. 

Halst»y, Thomas Lloycl, U. S. consul at 
Buenos Aires: 349, 3<>8-70, 374-5i 
379. 381, 5*9. 538. 554. 559-f^. 704. 
943, 2175; correspondence, 336, 337, 
339. 34<>. 342. 343. 345. 346. 347. 349. 


^SG 379. ."jSx. 

Hamilton, British commissioner to Co¬ 


lombia, 223-4, *279-80. 

Hamrn, John, U. S. cnarg6 in Chile, cor- 
restxmdence, 314. 

Handy, Charles O., purser of U. S. S. John 
Adams: 1182; correspondence, 11^8. 

Hardy, Sir Thomas, commander of British 
fleet in South-American waters, 549, 
557. 568, 77*>. ^050-4, 1056-7, 1066, 
1460, 1734. 
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Irregoyen. See Yrigoyen. 

Irremtibki casa of, loi, 136. 

Irvine, Haptin, IL S. agent to Venezuela: 

58, i2b, isB; CQrreM}K>nclenre, 55. 

Italy. .SVi^ RoitH*. 
hurtle, Fr«inri«, 1191. 

UurbUle, Augu«lln, Kmt>eror of Mexico, 
871-2, 880, 885, 1230, 
I24ei, 1262 3, 1270, 1406, 1532, 1599, 
Kku 16, 1636 7, U>64-»5, 1676, 2001, 
acKJti 8, 2013, 2081, 
hungaray, viceroy of Mexico, i6oi» 

Tabit, jiroiKmHl an Smininh Miniater to the 
U. S., 2041 a. 

Jackiain, (General Andrew, 1250, 1262, 

144H, iHtu 3. 

Jackmin, Henry, th S, m*retary of legation 
in France, 23 note. 

j anuario. 773, 77H. 

efuiti*. 11241 influence in Fiiragimy, 4*8» 
*9* 445 b, 463, 497; proceeds from 
eilaten of, 977 81 op|ioml to inde- 
tierulence of colonies, 1423, 
twett, Briiidlian naval ofiTtcer, 7t>9, H03. 

] ewi, in Braxil, 749. 

'"in#nex, C^neral, 136a, 
jGhn 101 7, 1178-^82. 

Mn Randdi, capture of, 1154. 

John VI, King of Portugal; $ 7 ^h 578. 580, 
628, 74»» 7H0 ei seq,, Holi; tHulciei^ in 
hrnzlh 70 <>* 7 » 7 ” 8 , 7 *«*. 7 *.^ 

return to I.wlKin. 7** *3* 781, 783; 
adhere! 10 Paftugue«e conatitution, 
711, 713; em^ror of Braxil, 823, H35, 
829, 834“-5, 646-9; death, 84H, iof»8. 
Juan hernandijg, laland of, ^65, 1:059, h^k), 
Jujuy, la Plata; geographical description, 
3«K> 7* 439 ♦ acknowledges govern"> 

inertt of Buenoi Aires, 433; royalist 
army in, 442. 

Junfrt, battle of, 1804, 1834. 

Jupiter, privateer, 1915, 1049* 

Juit, Baron, Siuon Miniiter to London, 
*458, 


Km$init.(mt case of, 2H9, 291. 

Key \Vest, U. S. protest against use by 
Mexiciirt navy, 285-9, 295^8. ^ ^ 

King, Rufus, V, S. Mimster to Great Britain; 
25* 2, *585 7, 1636*, correspondence, 
25ti. 254. 261. 1552. I 557 » *561, 1563. 
1564, 1565. *5^»7. *568, 1569, I 57 «» 
1571. 1572. 1573 . * 574 . * 575 . * 57 ^, 
*577. *578, 1579 . *580, 1581, X634. 
Kolly, Harort de, 910, 

Kormefitx, Baron, Siixon Minister at 
Miidrid, 2112, 2x64-5, 2169. 

labiltui. Ckmeral, in command of patriots 
at Bahia, 754. 763-4. 805. 
lalwrde, Admiral, 288, 1660, 2x63, 2171-2. 
GfUiiyra: U. S. consul apfiointed, 165-^; 
rivil diftufbancei, 1304“^. 


La Madrid, seizes government of Buenos 
Aires, 652-3* 

La Mar, Jos^ de, President of Peru, iioi 
note, II2I, 1131, 1133, 1137-8. 1330-1, 
*336-7. *339, *779. 1785, 1792-3, 

1799-1800, 1804, j8o8, 1814-15, 1818, 
1828, 1830, 1832-4, 1836, 1840-5. 

I^maur, General, in command of San Juan 
de UI6a, 1620. 

Lamb, Frederick, British Minister to Spain: 
2069-70, 2074, 2102-4, 2106, 2116, 
2120, 2122, 2126,2129, 2132-3, 2137-8, 
2x43, 2164-6, 2169-70; correspondence, 
2137, 2128, 2132. 

l^motte, Chevalierj 1276. 

Land grants, Spanish: in Florida, 113-14, 
*395“"6; in Chile, 987-8. 

Landos, ('ount de, French agent to South 
America, 223, 1272-3, 1276-7, 1748-9. 

Lanstlowne, Marquis, 1759. 

Lanz, Colombian agent to France, 1425-6. 

Lanza, General, 641, 1131. 

La Paz: mines, 406; population and prod¬ 
ucts, 439, 4^10; revolutionary activities, 


473 '“ 4 * 

La Plata, United Provinces of. See Argen¬ 
tina. 

Plata River. See Rio de la Plata. 

Lara, in command of Colombian forces in 
Peru, 1308, 1315, 1814-15, 1817-18, 
1824. 

Lamed, Samuel; IL S. charg6 in Peru, 
1118-19; corresiKindence, 300; U. S, 
charg6 in Chile, correBponcfence, 1120. 
U22, 1133, 1128, 1130, 1131, 1132, 
**37, **3^. *^^46* 

Larrea, Juan, consul general of Argentina 
at Paris, 665. 

Larrea, Peruvian Minister of Finance, 621, 
1786-7, 1814-16. 

Larrea, Captain Nicholas, 1927-8 note. 

I*as Casas, Bartolom6 de, 446. 

Lastra, Pedro de la, commissioner of New 
Cirenada to the U. S., correspondence, 


1165. 

Torre, Srmnish general: 169, 1199, 

1201-2; military governor of Porto 
Rico, 1234. 

Lautaro, case of, 52S‘-6, 553 note, 942, 949, 

I^v^, i)uke de, 1987. 

Lavalkja^ privateer, 841, 854, 

Lavalleja, Juan A,, 650, 652, 65^6, 662, 819. 
l-awrence, William Beach, U. S. charge at 
London, correspondence, 1589* 

Lecor, General, iw, 204-5, 383, 436, 522-3, 
54*. 55*, 565, 573H>, 608, 626, 628, 
650, 652, 734. 757-8, 763, 8X2, 8x6-20, 
822-3. 827, 845, 854, 1068, 1071, 2177, 
2x85. 

Ledo 773, 778* 

Leopold L Prince of Saxe-Coburg, offered 
Peruvian crown, 616, 637. 

Letters of marque: 128, 749, 759, 865-4; 
proclamation of commander of Mexican 
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navy, 298, 2158-61. See also Priva¬ 
teering. 

Lieven, Count, Russian Ambassador to 
Great Britain, 252,1548,1574,1869-70; 
correspondence, 1538, 1556, 1577, 

Lima: population and commerce, 929, 946; 
siege by patriots, i753-5» I759» 17^8, 
1772-3; surrender, 1055-6, 1771, 1773, 
1775; protection of British residents, 
1759, 1767, 1769. See also Peru. 

Linaga, Jose Maria, correspondence, 1596. 

Linan, Field Marshal, Spanish officer, 1604. 

Linhares, Count de. Minister of Portuguese 
Court in Brazil, 670, 699. 

Liniers, Santiago, viceroy of Buenos Aires, 
326, 328, 422, 467, 471-5, 498, 671. 

Lisboa, Brazilian editor, 773, 799, 806, 860. 

Lisnanes, governor of Porto Rico, 1224. 

Litchfield, Franklin, U. S. consul at Puerto 
Cabello, correspondence, 1350, 1352, 
1355, 1363. 

Lively, privateer, 1953-4 uote. 

Liverpool, Lord, 1470, 1525, I 55 L.I 759 - 

Llamosas, Jose de las. President of 
Venezuela, correspondence, 1143. 

Llano, Ciriaco, Marquis de Vivanco, 1608, 
1610. 

Llanos de Manso, 390. 

Llave, Pablo de la, Mexican Minister of 
Justice, 1637, 1677. 

Loaces, Spanish general, 1606, 1610. 

Lobo, Brazilian admiral, 827, 829, 844, 853. 

Londonderry, Lord, 159, 1466-72, 2024. 

Lopez, Javier, 652. 

L6pez, Pedro, See Saavedra. 

Lopez, Ricardo, governor of Santa Fe, 
555 ; 562-3, 589; 593 ; 603. 

L6pez, Vicente, provisional President of 
Buenos Aires, 661-2. 

Lord Collingwood, 1470. 

Lorich, Chevalier, Swedish consul general 
to Colombia, 205-6, 1244-6, 1253. 

Loriga, Spanish general, 1751, 2145-6. 

Louis XVIII, of France, 1250, 1531, 1545, 

Louisiana: boundary dispute, 4, 24, 950, 
1372, 1376, 1379; supposed cession to 
Great Britain, 17-18; early commerce 
with Spain, 452; illegal armaments 
fitted out in, 32-5, 1910, 1949; expedi¬ 
tions prepared in New Orleans against 
Spanish power in colonies, 1892-3, 
1895, 1899, 1901. 

Loury, William K., 9 note, 16. 

Lowell and Nicklye, case of, 127, 1179. 

Lowndes, William, chairman of the com¬ 
mittee of Foreign Relations of the 
United States House of Representa¬ 
tives, correspondence, 108. 

Lowry, Enoch M., U. S. acting consul at 
La Guayra, 1299. 

Lowry, Robert K., tJ. S. commercial agent 
and consul at La Guayra, 9 note, 1184- 
9, 1163-4, 1173; 1243-4, 1299; corre¬ 
spondence, 165, 1144, 1146, 1151, 1152, 
1154, 1155, 1158, n68, 1169, 1172, 


1176, 1184, I2II, 1212, 1217, 1219, 
1221,1225. 

Luca, Juan Manuel de, Secretary of Treas¬ 
ury of Argentina, 570, 572, 577-8, 580, 
620. 

Lucca, Prince of, secret intrigue between 
France and Buenos Aires, 132, 134-5, 
187, 190, 542-3; 545-8 note, 549, 563, 
607, 637, 860. 

Lushington, Dr., 1463, 1470. 

Luso-Brazilian Union, 735. 

Lynch, U. S. consul at Lima, 1731, 1733. 

Lyon, John, 2141-2. 

McCall, Edward, 1072. 

Macedonian, case of, 135-6, 1061, 1065, 
1107. 

McGregor, Sir Gregor: occupation of Amelia 
Island, 48, 54, 56-7, 89-90, U75; 
revolutionary activities, H71, 1943, 
1953 - 5 - 

Macintosh, Sir James, 1463, 1466, 1470, 
17H. 

Macirone, Count, 1712. 

Mackau, Baron, French admiral, 1064-5, 
1748. 

McRae, Alexander, U. S. secret agent, 
1525-6. 

Madariaga, Jose Cortes, agent of Venezuela 
to U. S., 55, 1174. 

Madeiro, General, in command of Portu¬ 
guese troops at Bahia, 746, 748, 751, 
753 ; 757 ; 759 - 

Madrid, F. M. de, Colombian Minister to 
Great Britain: 2157, 2162, 2169-70; 
correspondence, 2163, 2170. 

Mahy, governor of Cuba, 167, 184. 

Maipu: battle of, 499, 509, 524, 532, 919, 
935; 982, 996; canal, 978-9. 

Maldonado: port of, 410, 460-1; invasion 
by Portuguese, 486, 671, 817, 1379. 

Maling, British naval captain, 1759-60, 
1780. 

Mallory, Charles K,: customs officer at 
Norfolk, 1939-41; correspondence, 1912 
note, 1935-41 notes. 

Maltitz, Baron de; Russian charge in the 
U. S.: 279-80, 1885; correspondence, 
27a, 278, 1886. 

Maltzann, Baron de, Prussian Minister to 
Great Britain, correspondence, 1541. 

Maranhan, Brazil, declares independence 
of Portugal, 762, 796. 

Marco del Pont, 2150. 

Marco, Spanish governor of Chile, 911, 
968, 981. 

Mareschall, Baron, agent of Austria to 
Brazil, 833, 845, 851, 854, 857. 

Margarita Island: piracy, 136-9; constitu¬ 
tion of Spain not accepted, 1190; 
Colombian constitution adopted, 1194. 

Maria da Gloria, Queen of Portugal, 664-5, 
850-2, 859. 

Marialva, Marquis of, Portuguese Minister 
to Spain, 1977. 
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Mariategui, F. I., Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Peru, 300, 1803, 1847; correspond¬ 
ence, 300, 1837. 

Marino, General, 1300, 1359, 1362. 

Margues, Colonel, 1604-5, 1607. 

Martin Garcia, island of, 410-11, 705. 

Masons: in Brazil, 756; York, established by- 
Poinsett in Mexico, 1581, 1663, 1667, 
1680, 1682, 1685-6, 1689, 1693; Scotch, 
in Mexico, 1677, 1680-2. 

Matheu, Domingo, correspondence, 321. 

Matte production in paraguay, 406, 415, 
459 » 969. 

Matto Grosso, Brazil: 705, 763; treaty of 
union with Peruvian province, 830-31. 

Mayorga, Juan de Dios, Central American 
Minister to Mexico: 1672; correspond¬ 
ence, 884. 

Mays, Francisco Xavier de, President of 
Venezuela, correspondence, 1173. ^ 

Mazas, Francisco, murdered by Mexicans, 
1699. 

Medina, Xavier de, Colombian consul gen¬ 
eral to the U. S., correspondence, 302, 

303. 

Mendenhall, J. D., 660-1 notes. 

Mendeville, French consul general to Buenos 
Aires, 665. 

Mendez, General, 1316. 

Mendoza, Intendente of Caracas, 1305-7. 

Mendoza, Pedro, 458. 

Mendoza, La Plata: 394 “ 5 , 405 , 416, 439, 
487; hostility to Buenos Aires govern¬ 
ment, 433, 651, 660; execution of Car¬ 
rera, 588-9; league against Brazil, 626. 

Mercury, case of, 138-9. 

M6rida de Yucatan, Mexico: port open to 
commerce, 452; declaration of independ¬ 
ence, 1612. 

Messages, U. S. presidential: (1817, Dec. 2) 
neutrality, occupation of Amelia Island 
and Galveston, commission to South 
America 50-1; (1818, Nov. 16) Amelia 
Island, report of commissioners to South 
America, independence of Buenos Aires, 
Chile and Venezuela, Aix-la-Chapelle 
Congress, 81-2; (1819, Jan. 29) re¬ 
quests for ministers and consuls to South 
America, 95; (1820, May 9) non-rati¬ 
fication of Florida treaty and general 
relations with Spain, 124-6; (1820, 
Nov. 15) progress of revolutions in 
South America, 142; (1821, Dec. 3) 
removal of Portuguese government to 
Lisbon, relations of Portugal and the 
U. S., South American revolutionary 
activities, 143; (1822, March 8) ad¬ 
vocating recognition of South American 
governments, 146-8; (1822, March 19) 
report of Committee of Foreign Affairs 
on above, recommending recognition, 
148-56; (1822, Dec. 3) protest against 
piracy and blockades, 162-3; (1823, 
Feb. 25) affairs of Santo Domingo, 
164-5; (1S23, Dec. 2) exchange of min¬ 


isters with South American countries, 
policy toward European interference 
in American affairs, 216-18; (1824, 
Jan. 12) question of assistance to Spain 
in subjugation of colonies, 221; (1824, 
Dec. 7) recognition of South American 
states and effect on relations with Spain, 
exchange of ministers with South Ameri¬ 
ca, commercial treaties with Colombia, 
stability of new governments, 227-8; 
(1826, March 30) information regard¬ 
ing Monroe message of Dec. 2, 1823, 
269. 

Metals, trade of Chile, looo-i. See also 
Mining. 

Metternich, Prince von, 1410, 1878. 

Mexico 

Act of Congress depriving Spaniards of 
employment, 1659-60. 

agents: exchange of, with the U. S., 210, 
310, 1594-5. 1597-9. 1614-16, 1641; 
with France, 1235, 1402; with Great 
Britain, 1477,1514, 1525, 1564, 1571-2, 
1583, 1622 note, 1623, 1636-7; proposal 
to send agent to Russia, 1583; protests 
appointment of British consul to Guate¬ 
mala, 1672; minister to Guatemala, 1706. 

agriculture, 999-1000. 

armistice with Spain requested jointly 
with Colombia, 2138. 

British influence in, 1246, 1626, 1636, 
1677-9. 

Central American provinces: proposed 
annexation of, 239-40, 871-80, 886-7; 
relations with, 871-2, 891-2. 

Colombia, suspension of diplomatic inter¬ 
course with, 1235. 

commerce: with Great Britain, 1407; 
with France, 1426-7. 

Cortes of Spain, delegates to, 2000-3. 

Cuba and Porto Rico, proposed expedi¬ 
tion against, 231-2, 247-8, 263-8, 
271-5, 306, 313-14, 654, 1288-93, 

1424,1627,1640,1645,1650-5,1879-81, 
2118-19, 2121-3, 2129. 

Everett’s address to King of Spain, ex¬ 
planations regarding, 1646-50. 

French fleet in Cuban waters, explana¬ 
tions regarding, 1628-32, 1648. 

Guatemala, proposed annexation of, 885- 
7, 1612, 1672. 

Guerrero made dictator, 1701. 

Key West, use by Mexican navy pro¬ 
tested by the U. S., 285-9, 295-8, 

independence declared, 149-50, 195-6, 
1612-13. 

Iturbide: crowned emperor, 1230; revolu¬ 
tion under, 1599-1615,1676; overthrow, 
1617, 1636. 

loans from Great Britain, 1621, 1677. 

Masons, York and Scottish rites, 1581, 
1663,1667,1679-82,1685-6,1689,1693. 

mediation: French offer of good offices at 
Court of Rome, 1662; proposed, be¬ 
tween Colombia and Peru, 1843, 1845. 
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Mexico {continued) 
military force, 1284. 

monarchical conspiracies: alleged plot in 
favor of Bonaparte, Bourbon 

intrigues, 1576-77 1633, 1676; 2040, 
2172; party in favor of monarchy, 1584. 
Monroe message notified to, 232-3, 268-9. 
Panama Congress, 252-3, 111-12,1303-4, 
1641, X643. ^ 

Pedraza, election of, 1681-4. 

Poinsett: instructions to, 229-33; diffi¬ 
culties with British charge, Ward, 1581, 
1635-6,1638; reception, 1622-3,1625-6, 
1677; alleged interference in internal 
affairs, 1679-81; criticized by legisla¬ 
tures of Vera Cruz and Mexico, 1662-8, 
1685-97. 

population, 1600-1, 1672-5. 

Porter’s decree regarding detention of 
vessels, 298, 2158-61. 
recognition: by the U. S., 309-11, 1384, 
1398, 1596-8, 1624, 1647; by France, 
1426-7; by Great Britain, 1527-8, 
I 530 " 40 > i 54 S“ 9 f 1623; Spanish protest 
against, 1647-8. 

revolution: causes leading to, 1601, 1676; 
history of, 1601-14; siege and capitula¬ 
tion of San Juan de Uliia, 273-4, 1292, 
1618-21, 1628, 1643-5. 

San Salvador, rebellion, 871-2. 
treaty relations: between Iturbide and 
O'Donojh, I 57 » 1977 87I71270,1610-11, 
1613-14, 1664-5, 2006-8, 2013; nego¬ 
tiations with the U. S., 268,^ 1635-6, 
1649, 1696; with Great Britain, 1122, 

1561, 1564,1571-2, 1576, 1581, 1583-47 

16347 1639, 1651, 1656, 1661, 1677-8; 
with Colombia, 1634, 1641, 1672; pro¬ 
posed commercial agreement with Prus¬ 
sia, 1661-2; with France, 1577, 1661-2, 
1668-90; conventions of Panama not 
ratified by, 1672. 

U. S. aid requested against Spain, 1593. 
U. S. policy regarding republic of, 309-11. 
vessels: fitted out in U. S. ports for, 2049- 
50; admitted into French ports, 1582. 
viceroyalty, 1398, 1402, 1406, 1599, 
Victoria, government under, 1677. 

Michelena, Mexican envoy to London, 1525, 
1637-8; delegate to Panama Congress, 
1639. 

Middleton, Henry, U. S. Minister to Russia; 
251, 255, 263, 267, 278-9, 1417, 1513, 
1564, 1574-57 15777 1653, 2067, 2070, 
2072; correspondence, 244, 265, 273, 
1866,1868,1869,1870,1873,1874,1875, 
1877,1878,1879, i88i,1883,1884,1885. 

Miguel, Don, prince of Portugal, 776, 802, 
850, 852, 859. 

Miles, David M., 136-9. 

Miller, General William, 629. 

Miller, William, U. S. charge in Central 
America, correspondence, 239. 

Miller, William G.: 356, 539“407 57O7 680, 
897; U. S, consul to Buenos Aires, 


correspondence, 322, 326, 330, 331, 333; 
U. S. consul at Montevideo, corre¬ 
spondence, 2175-77, 2183-4. 

Mina, Mexican general, 1601-2, 1949. 

Mina^ privateer, 1926. 

Mining: in Argentina, 406-7; in Peru, 929; 
in Chile, 959, 962-4, looo-i, 1007-8. 

Miranda, Francisco de, 468, 497, 1151-2, 
1155-6, 1158-60, 1170, 1173,1322. 

Missions, religious: 445-6, 460; in Chile, 
907, 1015. See also Religion. 

Mitchell, privateer commander, 19x1, 1931. 

Mitchill, Samuel L., correspondence, 13note. 

Mollien, Chevalier, French agent to Colom¬ 
bia, 205-6, 223, 1235, 1244-5, 1272-3, 
1276-7. 

Monarchical conspiracies: in Argentina, 132, 
134-5, 140^, 187, 190, 542-3, 545-9, 
637-8, 659, 860, 1047-8, 1050, 1065, 
1281, 1463;—annexation proposal of 
Brazil, 662-5, 7 i 7 i 1065, 1115; in 
Colombia, 225,1115,1125-8,1135,1273, 
1281-2;—monarchy under Bolivar, 

I327“9r 1333-6, 1338-40. 1343-5; in 
Brazil, 327-30, 44 L 473 - 4 . 483. 669, 
672, 677 ; in Peru, 616-17, mS, 1262-3, 
1334-5; in Chile, 1045,1048,1068,1071, 
1115, 1125-8; in Mexico, 1115, 1281, 
1576-7,1633,1676,2040, 2172;—alleged 
plot in favor of Joseph Bonaparte, 51 
note;—Iturbide, 885, 1230, 1246, 1262- 
3. See also Bourbons. 

Mongore, privateer, 1910, 19x3-14, 1916-18, 
1920-2, 1927, 1930, 1951-2, 1967. 

Monroe Doctrine. See Monroe Message. 

Monroe, James: U. S. commissioner to 
Great Britain, 5; Secretary of State, 
correspondence, ii, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 
19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 
36, 39; President of the U. S., mes¬ 
sages and correspondence, 50, 59, 81, 
89, 95, 124, 142, 143, 145, 158, X62, 
164, 216, 221, 227. 

Monroe Message, Dec. 2, 1823: 216-18; 
notified to Mexico, 232-3, 268-9, 1630, 
1632, 1657; to Buenos Aires, 235-6, 
292; effect on policy of European 
Powers, 292-3, 1405, 1407, 1713; of 
Brazil, 775-6, 808-9, 815; of Chile, 
1092, 1097; of Colombia, 1278; of 
Great Britain, 1512-13; of Russia, 
1868-9. 

Montalvo, Francisco de, viceroy of Santa 
Fe, 1907, 1909. 

Monteagudo, Bernardo, Peruvian Secretary 
of War, 602, 919, 953, 1067-8, 1070, 
1077, 1779. 

Montebello, Duke de, 1335. 

Monteneros, 132, 136, 541-2, 546-8, 551, 
555, 626, 1032, 1752, 1754, 1759, 
1768-9, 1771. 

Montes, General, 898, 1195, 1200. 

Monteverde, Domingo, 1170, 1173. 

Montevideo 

agents, of Great Britain, 1514. 
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Montevideo {continued) 

Brazilian Assembly grants representation 
to, 734- . 

British invasion, 470-1. 
commerce, I394- 

constitution of Portugal acknowledged by 
troops in, 573“”5» 608. 

Consulado, 420. 

expedition of Spain to, I 374 '' 5 » 1392-3. 
geography, 392-3- 

government: under Elio, 472, 476-8; 

British project for independent, 654. 
mediation between Spain and Portugal 
regarding, 61, 68-9, 71-3, 1374-^1 

1378-9, 1382, 1393-4, 1457, 1853-9, 
1864-6, 1959, 1962-4, 1969-70, 1977-9, 
1984-5. 

Portuguese invasion of the Banda Oriental 
and occupation of, 98-9, 190, 194, 
344 , 346, 348, 350, 365, 372, 373 , 378-9, 
380-3, 436, 442, 486, 501, 508, 573-6 
passim j 610, 622, 625-6, 628-30, 

649-50, 652,660,662-3,705, 715,757-9, 
763, 765, 771, 778, 780, 812, 816-20, 
822-3, 827, 829, 839, 844, 845, 852-5, 
856, 859-62, 1071, 1424, 1970. 
revenue under viceroy, 437. 
revolution, 335-7, 431-6, 465, 476-86, 
488-9, 669, 671-4, 677, 681-4 695- 
treaty of independence, 663, 865-7, 1978, 
2187-8. 

See also Banda Oriental, Uruguay. 

Montezuma, Martin Francisco, deputy 
of Bahia to Brazilian Cortes, 768. 

Montilla, General, 1195,1201-2, 1239, 1320, 
1360, 1365-6. 

Montmorency, Duke de, Minister of 
Foreign Relations of France, 1272, 
1276. 

Moore, Thomas P., U. S. Minister to Colom¬ 
bia, 1341; correspondence, 1346, 1348, 

1353, 1354, 1357, 1360, 1363, 1365, 
1366. 

Morales, General, 1221-2, 1225, 1239, 

1247, 1249, 1501; decree of Sept. 15, 
1822, 178, 183, 185, 207. 

Morazan, General, 891. 

Morelos, Jos6 Marla, President of Mexico, 
correspondence, 1596. 

Moreno, Secretary of State of Buenos Aires, 

424. 475 - 

Moreno, Manuel, 604, 613, 623. 

Morier: British agent to South America, 
1431-2; British agent in conclusion 
of treaty with Mexico, 1561,1572,1581, 

1639, 1651. 

Morillo, Pablo: 27, 194, 358, 567, 701, 912, 
1180, 1188, 1195, 1211, 1224, 1248, 
1323, 1381 note, 2080; blockade of 
South American coast, 26, 28, 175, 
1197, 1891, 1904-10, 1920; armistice 
with Bolivar, 195, 1200-1, 1203, 1210; 
proclamation announcing restoration 
of Spanish constitution, 1190-2, 1194, 
1202, 1920. 


Morris, Charles, U. S, naval officer, 38, 131, 
136, 540-'!. 

Mosquera y Arbolada, Joaquin: Colombian 
agent, 188, 204, 617-18, 1235, 1239; 
aids settlement of differences with 
Venezuela, 1360, 1362. 

Most-favored-nation principle: U. S. 
attitude toward, 83-4, 93, 165, 955-6, 
1244-5, 1634; agreement between Bra¬ 
zil and Portugal, 856; London Chron¬ 
icle on, 1248; agreement between Great 
Britain and Mexico, 1634. 

Moustiers, Marquis de, French Ambassador 
to Spain, 2116-18, 2132-3; correspond¬ 
ence, 2131. 

Mouttinho, Luiz de, 851. 

Mules: trade in, 404, 459; used for trans¬ 
portation, 409, 961-2. 

Nancy, case of, 1755,1760,1765,1770-1. 

Napoleon. See Bonaparte. 

Narino, Antonio, Vice President of Colom¬ 
bia, 1246,1254-5. 

Natta, William, privateer commander, 2163. 

Nechochea, General, 1803-5, 1808, 1834. 

Negrete, Mexican general, 1606, 1612. 

Negroes: as soldiers, 418, 438; influence in 
affairs of South America, 1189. 

Nelson, Hugh, U. S. Minister to Spain: 
1561, 1570, 2042, 2060-1, 2063-5,2074; 
correspondence, 166, 2046, 2047, 2048, 
2054,2055. 

case of, 168-72. 

Nesselrode, Count von, Russian Foreign 
Secretary: 265, 271, 278-9, 1392-3, 
1539. 1574-5, 1577, 1653, 1852, 1870, 
1874, 1879, 1885; correspondence, 1864, 
1873, 1875, 1879, 1883. 

Netherlands, The 
agents to South America, 1408. 
commerce with colonies, 1408. 
recognition of colonies: 1409, 2085; of 
Colombia, 1236, 1246; attitude on ac¬ 
tion by Great Britain, 1871-2. 

New Grenada: 495, 1044. 
agents: to Chile, 552; to the U. S., 1165-6. 
commerce: proposed arrangement with 
Sweden, 1459. 

republic founded (1831), 1143 note, 
revolt against Spain, 142, 1183, 1185. 
union with Venezuela under Colombia 
(18x9), 126-7, 130, I 49 » 195,1143.1187, 
1199, 1204; fundamental law of union, 
1206-8 note, 1212-13. 

See also Colombia, Venezuela. 

Nicaragua: canal, proposal to the U. S., 
240-r, 881-2; civil war in, 885-6. See 
also Central America. 

Nicholas I, Emperor of Russia, 1423, 1880, 
1883-4. 

Nicklye and Lowell, claim of, 127, 1179. 

Ninja Catalina. See Catalina. 

Ninivilca, a chief of the Montoneros, 1803, 
1805. 

Nobriga, 773, 778. 
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Nones, A. B,, U. S. consul at Maracaibo, 
correspondence, 1351, 1357, 1361, 1362. 

Norris, officer in U. S. navy, 1310. 

Northrup, privateer commander, 2050. 

Novella, Francisco, viceroy of Mexico, 
1607-12. 

Nuestra Senora del Buen Succeso, capture of, 
1951-2. 

Nuestra Senora de los Dolores^ capture of, 
1927-8. 

Nueva Catalina, See Catalina, 

Nugent, British consul general in Chile, 
1097,1108. 

Nunez, Count Fernan, Spanish Ambassador 
at London, 1438-9; Spanish Ambassa¬ 
dor at Paris, 1959, 1969-70, 1977- 

Nunez, Ignacio, 575, 634, 654-5. 

Obando, General, 1341, 1364. 

Obes, Lucas, member Brazilian Council of 
State, 734-5• 

Obligado, Manuel, notification to Halsey of 
independence of La Plata, 345. 

Obregdn, Pablo, Mexican Minister to the 
U. S,: 1641, 1656, 1686; correspondence, 
285, 296, 1642, 1645. 

O'Brien, Captain, British naval officer, 568, 
6l8. 

Ocana convention, 2172. 

Odlin, Woodbridge, U. S. consul at San 
Salvador: 749; correspondence, 709, 
710, 711, 723, 727, 753. 

O'Donojii, Juan, viceroy of Mexico, 195-6, 
1599, 1609-14, 1664-5, 2006-8, 2013. 

Ofalia, Conde de, Spanish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs: 1515-16, 1518, 1520, 
1759, 2047, 2143-4, 2152-3, 2161; cor¬ 
respondence, 1507. 

O’Higgins, Ambrose, viceroy of Peru, 
1034. 

O’Higgins, Bernardo, Supreme Director of 
Chile: 552-3t 617, 619, 919, 978, 981, 
1018-20, 1046, 1066, 1075, 1113; differ¬ 
ences with Carreras, 350, 533, 933, 940- 
I, 1018-19; contributions to Chilean 
fleet, 526; attitude toward capture of 
neutral vessels, 543; and conduct of Lord 
Cochrane, 602, 1058, 1060; manifesto 
to foreign nations regarding Chilean 
independence, 900-13; proclamation of 
independence of Chile, 900 note, 994; 
manifesto regarding government and 
constitution, 924-5, 994-5. 997; con¬ 
versations with Bland on Chilean 
affairs, 947-56; Worthin^on’s descrip¬ 
tion of, 1033-5; commission to Yrisarri 
as envoy to U. S., 1042-3; republican 
principles, 1047, 1052, 1068; overthrow 
by party under Freire, 1075, 1077-9, 
1081; party favorable to return of, 
1106, 1126, 1795; Prevost’s address to, 
1746; and Bolfvar, 1790, 1811, 1834; 
return to Chile, 1799 . 1801-2; corre¬ 
spondence, 898, 899, 923, 1043, 1045, 
1052,1053,1058. 


Olaneta, General, 579, 640-2, 648-9 note, 
812, 820, 1626-7, 1767. 1772, 1777, 
1779, 1781-2. 

O'Leary, Daniel F., 1133, 1354, 1361-2, 

1365* 

Ontario: 864; expedition of, 66-7. 

Onis, Luis de, Spanish Minister to the U. S.: 
18, 24, 27, 30, 32, 91. 95“fi. 109-11, 
113-14, 120, 122, 177, 518, H44-5, 
1389. 1395. 1437-9. 1465. 1712,1931-2, 

1946-8, 1965, 1990, 2024; correspond¬ 
ence, 19, 23, 25, 26, 31, 36, 37, 38, 62, 
63. 70. 75. 80, 97, 1146, 1891, 1895, 
1897, 1904, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1913, 

1914, 1915, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 

1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1927, 1929, 

1934. 1935 . 1942, 1949. 1950, I 95 L 

1953. 1959. 1966, 1967, 1971, 1975, 

1979,1980, 1984. 

Orb, privateer, 1911, 1922, 1924, 1927-8, 
1930 note, 1934-5* 

Orea, Talisfero de, Venezuelan commissioner 
to the U. S.: 319, 1143-4, 1148-9, 1208; 
correspondence, 14, 1150, 1154, 1156, 
1157,1174, 

Ortis Cevallos, Peruvian Minister to Upper 
Peru, 1798. 

Ortoguez, governor of Montevideo, 2178-9, 
2182. 

Osorio, General Mariano, 509, 908, 910, 917, 
920,965,982,1020,1719. 

Otero, General, 1819. 

Oubriljd', Russian Minister to Spain, 1885-7, 
2069-70, 2072, 2106--9, 2115,2126,2133, 
2137-8, 2153-4, 2168-9. 

Ovalle, Chilean patriot, 483, 904. 

Oyenhausen, John Charles, 740. 

Pablo y Anaya, Juan, Mexican agent to the 
U. S., correspondence, 1594. 

Padilla, General, 1320. 

Padilla, privateer, 2053. 

Paez, Jose Antonio: 1195, 1239, 1814-15, 
1830; negotiations with Spanish gener¬ 
als, 1191, 1201-2; occupation of La 
Guayraand Caracas, 1301, 1304-7; and 
separation of Venezuela from Colombia, 
1307, 1316, 1349, 1358; and monarchi¬ 
cal tendencies of Bolivar, 1325-6, 1343- 
8, 1351-2, 1802, 1808, 1822; influence 
over Venezuela, 1336, 1342; supreme 
chief of Venezuela, 1354; decree as¬ 
sembling Congress at Valencia, 1356, 
1359; commission from Colombia to, 
1357; correspondence, 1350. 

Palacio, Esteban, 1345. 

Palacio, M., agent of Cartagena to the 
U. S., correspondence, 16, 1164. 

Palacios, envoy of Bolivar to Rio de Janeiro, 

1833* 

Palma, Count de: governor of Bahia, 
720; Brazilian Minister to Vienna, 

756* 

Palraastzierna, Baron, Swedish Minister at 
St. Petersburg, 1872. 
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Palmella, (‘aunt, Portuguese envoy to Spain, 
99 UK), 574, 1391, 1395, 1455, 1959^ 
X 97 t>. J977. 19B4-5, 

Palmyra, ease of, 173 -H. 

Pahma, case of, 127. 

Pamplona, ^05 6, 7fH). 

Panama (‘ongresH, See I'an American 
t‘ongn‘HH. 

Pafiama, btlmum of: annexation by ('olom- 
liia, 144, tiiH 19; untler dominion of 
Sjniin, 1213; Prilish designs in, X247~"8. 
!*an American (‘ongress: proposal of C'oloni- 
bia, IKB i), 204 5. 253 4, 883, 1071, 
1073 4, ini i2, 1H415, 1189-^0, 
U44 5, U51 2, 1262, 1282-3, 1286-8, 
1293 1627 , 163H, 1641- 3, i8io; 

t^rticipation by tfie U. S., 1298-9,1302- 

4. 1641 3, 164H 9, I777i 1883,2118-19, 
2122; by Hriuib 1293 4 . 157^; by Oreat 
iiritain, t2<K;; ccumirieH repremmted and 
measures enacted, 1303 4, 1643; pro- 
jHisi’d subjects bir cllmnissiort, 1572,1651, 
1653;«tmveiilitms not ratified fjy Mexi- 
to, 1672. 

Pando, Peruvian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
U 16, U31, 1799,1814 16,1820-2,1824- 

5, iHaH. 

F^aragtmy: 81, 325, 434, 44a, 442. 
iiKricuhure, 463. 

AsumtHofm, capital of, 339, 4 U’- 93 , 4x6. 
lielgrano exiiedititm to, 43a. 

Buerum Aires, intervention of, 432. 
rarnmerce; with Buenos Aires, 337, 437; 
with (“bile,969- 

rxfxjrts, ^^59. 

geographical deicri[)lion, 399, 405 *6, 418- 

19. 4.V6 45H-9. 4H7‘ 

iiule|H»ndence, 3991 43^1 4 ^ 64 '” 5 i 56 ti 568 . 
Jesuits, innuence on nauves, 418-19,445- 
6,463. 

matte f»rod«tiion, 406, 4x5, 459. 
revolution, 477, 490. 

Kit) I'araguay, course and tributaries of, 
411 14. 

Paris C onference on South American affairs, 
1482 4. 1487 94, 149H -9, 150O, 1508- 
9 . 1512, 1515. 3i520-x, 1524, 1535, 
1H63,2044-6. 

Parish, IVcKslbine, British consul at Buenos 
Aires, C144, ^46, 650, 656. 

Paroiwien, I liego, Peruvian envoy to Europe, 

616,637,1474. ^ ^ 

Pasos. Juan J., 4^5 I* 477 . ^ 7 f ^ 33 - 
Piis(|uier. French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, 1395 ^ 7 ' 

capture, 1910-11, 19x3, t92i. 
I^aui^oriia, savages of, 3H9. 

FaffieCa Oara, 5()0. 

Paitim Mexitano, privateer, 1956. 

Paula tie Maura, Franctsc'O de, 157 ^ 7 . 

1927 note, 2172. 

Paula, Donna, princess of Braa;!!, 756. 
Paulino, I.uix. Portuguese commissioner to 
Braxil, 769, 774. 

Paz, piivatwr, 


Paz, General, 652, 664. 

Pazos, Vicente, protest against occupation 
of Amelia Island, 89. 

Peacock, U. S. sloop-of-war, 179-80, 2033. 

Pedraza, Manuel Gomez: Mexican Secre¬ 
tary of War, 1677; President of Mexico, 
1681-2. 

Pefia, Miguel, judge of Supreme Court of 
Colombia, 1261-2. 

Pefia, Nicholis R., 424, 456, 479. 

Pcnalvcz, Fernando, Venezuelan deputy to 
London, 1459. 

Pensacola, capture of, 1384, 1448, 1861-2.^ 

Pereira, Antonio Luis, Spanish commis¬ 
sioner to Buenos Aires, 622-4, 758. 

Pereira, Joaquin Barrozo, Portuguese charge 
in the U. S., correspondence, 222. 

Perez de Castro, Spanish Minister of State, 
1995-8. 

Perez, CTcneral J. G., secretary to BoHvar, 
1809, 1818, 1822, 1827, 1B33. 

Perez, j()se Joaquin, C'hilean secretary of 
legation in tlie U. S., 1120-1. 

Pernambuco, Brazil: blockade by Portu¬ 
guese, 40-2; rebellion against Portu¬ 
guese government, 702-3, 707-8, 710, 
7 * 3 . 719. 723 “- 4 . 727. 754 . 7 bi. 764. 777 . 
779. 796-2, 798-9, 802; revolutionary 
president, 776, 779, 79a, 798, 806; fall 
of, 805-6; recognition of m<lepcnclence 
celebrated, Bii; expedition against 
Montevideo, 819, 839-41. 

Perote, surrender of castle to Mexicans, 1612. 

Perry, Captain Oliver II., mission to South 
America, 101-7. *26, 128-9, *3L * 3 f>. 
540, 585-6, 1178-82, 1193. 

Peru 

agents: commission of Arcnales, 647, 649; 
from France, 1115, 1235; to Chile, 1131; 
exchanged with the U. S,, 1139, 1733; 
exchanged with (ireat Britain, 1474-5, 
*5*4. * 733 J proposed, for Upper Peru, 
1798; to (iolambia, 1798; to Rio de 
Janeiro, 1798. 

Arica: annexation, 389; cession to Bolivia, 

BO*, controversy with San Martin 
regarding liberation, 189, 1086, 1251; 
arrival with Colombian trooji.s, 625, 
629, 1740-1; proposal to include Peru 
in empire, 1115, 1*26-7, 1235, 179^“ 
1800; elected president, 1x16-17, 1309. 
1806, 1812, 1837; political power in, 
1584, 1779. *788, 1791. *798, *815-24, 
1832, 1837; dissolves Peruvian con¬ 
gress, 1791-2, 1803, 1837; abuses in 
government under, 1794-5, *837? con¬ 
spiracy against Colombians and, 1803- 
5; departure for Colombia, 1805, 1807, 
1814; threatens new invasion of Peru, 
1836,1838-42. 

Callao, siege and surrender of castles, 
273-4, 645, 843, 855, *100-3, 1106-8, 
iiio, 1299, 1420, 1425, 1767, 1771, 
1776, 1778-80, 1782-3, 1785-6. 
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Peru {continued) 

Colombia, war with, 1131-8, 1311, 1321» 
1325-6,1329-32,1336-8,1836,1838-48. 
commercial relations: with Chile, 936, 
1000; with Spain, 1384, 1727-8; with 
Great Britain, 1573. 

congress: organization, 1784, 1786-9; dis¬ 
solution by Bolivar, 1791-2,1803,1837; 
reorganization, 1832-3,1838. 
constitution: of San Martin, 598-602 
notes; of Bolivar, 1115, 1132, 1308-9, 
1659; establishment of new, 1824. 
financial condition (1826), 1801. 
geographical divisions, 487, 1720-7. 
Indians in, 447-8. 
independence, act of (1821), 1729. 
mediation in war between Peru and Colom¬ 
bia, 300-2, 304-5, 1133-6, 1326, 1329- 
32,1841-8. 

monarchical conspiracies, 616-17, 1262-3, 

1334-5,1748. 

Panama Congress, iiii, ii 14-15, 1245, 
1303-4,1643. 
population, 17 50-1. 

recognition: by the U. S., 146-56; by 
France, 861. 

revolt and withdrawal of Colombian 
troops in,1315,1659, 1825-6. 
revolution: expedition of San Martin, 149, 
189, 372, 557, 566-8, 579, 581-2, 588- 
9,592-6,1031-2,1038-41,1046,1050-1, 
1053-7, 1066-8, 1072, 1076, 1080, 
1082-3, 1086-90, iioi, 1719; lack of 
revolutionary spirit in, 351, 364, 465, 
488, 509, 695-6, 701, 897, 996; early 
insurrection against Spain (1778), 448, 
466-7; defeat of royalist forces under 
Olaneta in Upper Peru, 640-2, 647-50, 
812, 820, 1626-7; expedition of Chilean 
navy, 1022-4, 1028-9, 1036-40, 1046-7, 
1051-2, 1057-8, iioo-i, 1103-4, 1106, 
mo-ii; occupation of Lima by Span¬ 
ish forces, 1084-6; Sucre notifies Argen¬ 
tina of liberation of, 1647-50 note. 
Tacubaya, participation in congress of, 
1834,1836. 

treaty relations: with Spain, 157,625, 627, 
629, 632-3; with Colombia, 188-9, 204- 
5, 1071, 1239, 1244-5, 1303-4, 1326, 
1330-1, 1336; with Bolivia, 1131-2; 
between Chile and La Plata for libera¬ 
tion of viceroyalty of Lima, 1190; 
with Great Britain, 15731 1813. 

United States, Peruvian claims against, 
207-8, 218-20, 925-8. 

Peter II, King of Brazil, 473, 592, 620, 652, 
659, 725-52, 757 , 761, 765-70, 773 , 781, 
784-6, 795-8, 800-1, 806-7, 820, 822, 
829, 834-7, 846-52, 855-8, 1077, II15, 
1246,1262-3. 

Pezuela, Joaquin de la, viceroy of Peru, 

336, 340, 485, 553 note, 1719- 
Philippine Company, slave trade, 452-3- 
Phillips, William, U. S. consul at Guatemala, 
correspondence, 884. 


Picton, Sir Thomas, 468, 1322. 

Pimentel, Colonel Claudino, 574. 

Pinkney, William: 29-30; U. S. Minister to 
Great Britain, correspondence, 5, 9; 
U. S. Minister to Russia, correspond¬ 
ence, 1851,1852. 

Pinto, Anibel, president of Chile, 1116-21, 
1129,1745-6. 

Piracy: 9; acts of U. S. congress for suppres¬ 
sion, 97-8, 100, 129, 167, 1179-80; 
piratical armaments of Artigas, 98-101; 
memorial of Count Palmella to the 
Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle, 99-100; 
U. S. policy regarding, 104, 163; 
piratical acts by U. S. citizens, 108-9, 
704; Cuba used as base for, 167-8, 177, 

180-1,183-5, 243; Amelia Island, 385-6; 
protection for U. S. commerce, 1145, 
1171-2; proposed tripartite agreement 
regarding, 1562-3. See also Priva¬ 
teering. 

Pitt, William, 467-9. 

Pizarro, Jos6, Secretary of State of Spain: 

109, n3t 13S9, 1932, 1946-8, 1957-8, 
1961, 1965; correspondence, 1944, 1945. 

Pizarro, Luna, Peruvian patriot, 1121, 
1787-90, 1808, 1818, 1821,1830, 1832, 
1834-5,1842. 

Plantys, French agent to Peru, 861. 

Plata, Fernando Marq de la, of the govern¬ 
ing board of Chile, correspondence, 895. 

Plate River. See Rio de la Plata. 

Poinsett, Joel Roberts: 39, 251, 268-9, 320, 
672-4, 680, 896, 941, 1224, 1230, 1576, 
1581, 1823, 1834-5, 1843; special agent 
to South America, correspondence, 6, 
9» 439» (report) 443, 896, 1005, (report) 
1720; U. S. Consul General at Buenos 
Aires, correspondence, ii, 79, 335; 
U. S, Minister to Mexico, correspond¬ 
ence, 229, 88a, 1622, (address to Presi¬ 
dent Victoria; 1623, (Victoria’s reply) 
1625, 1626, 1628, 1629, 1630, 1631, 

1632, 1633, 1634, 1636, 1640, 1644, 

1646, 1647, 1649, 1650, 1651, 1653, 

1655, 1657, 1658, 1659, i66i, 1662, 

1668, 1669, 1670, 1672, 1673, 1685, 

1697, 1700, 1701, 1702, 1704, 1705, 

1706. 

Poletica, Pierre de, Russian Minister to the 
U. S.: 108, 1866; correspondence, 1864. 

Polignac, Prince de, French Ambassador to 
Great Britain: 1503-4, 1506-7, 1519, 
1522-3, 1544, 1572, 2044-7; memoran¬ 
dum of conference with Canning, 1495. 

Ponsonby, Lord, British mediator between 
Brazil and Buenos Aires, 654-6, 658-9, 
854-7,859,861. 

Popham, Sir Home, British invasion of La 
Plata (1806), 421-2, 454, 467-72, 498. 

Porter, Commodore David: in command of 
U. S. fleet in South America, 168, 183- 
5, 941, 1060, 1618, 1660, 1686, (cor¬ 
respondence) 1618; in command of 
Mexican navy at Key West, 285-9, 
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298; proiiamation regarding letters of 
marque, sgB, 2158^*61. 

Porter, Sir Rolnirt K,, British consul at 
('araeaH, ):3(>o. 

Pt^rto (*al>f*lIo: 144; privateering, 166-72; 
Hege by imtriotH, 122D, 1222; revolu¬ 
tion in favtir of Bolivar, 1304, 1306-7. 

f*orlu Riro: 884, 1421, 1424. 

C‘cH‘ke‘i death, 185. 

of U. S, not rccognixed by Span- 
h\\ authorities, 20f»o. 

€*Kwdition» against: of De Coudray de 
Hokteiu, 163 4, 2028-32; proposed by 
(Vdoinbia aittl alexieo, 231, 247-8, 263- 
H, 271 5, 30^>, 3*3 14. 654, r288-<;3, 
1203 6, I2i|H q, 1645, 1633-4, 1660, 
iHt)7 Hi, 1883, 1886; !• remrh occu- 
imlion, 250 e>2, *4*7. *420. 

C ireat Hrilauds [Kdiey in, 1553, *577-80. 
privateering in, 160 72, 1224, 
reiourtTs, 14*3 14. 142*. 
r. S. jHjjiry ttiward, 242-3. 247-50, 272, 
27H q, 30O H, 1417 IH, *553, *577-80, 
*873 '5. 1870 Ho,2087. 

AVr tiiitt ( uba. 

I Portugal 

agents; exrhangiHl with tlie 11 . S., 143,360, 
670, ymi; with 76* -2, 769, 77*, 

H35, 842, B4H. 1527. 

American eanfeileracy j)ro|Kmtd, 204-5, 
1239-40. 

amnwty derree of Brazil, H49 50. 
Braatilmn aid to, 7*5, 7*7 *8, 788. 
colonial iKdtcy, 781 r/ seq, 
conunerce, 763, 771, 775, 78* d wg., 799, 
Hid. 

court removed to Brazil (*8o8), 5, 67a, 
7*4. 7*6, 7Hoe^ 

cormtitutitm tifTered to Brazil, 573HS, 707- 
**. 7 * 3 i« 5 <^**- 

Krencli imtillon for aid, 763. 
gts^ratdiy, early swjttlements on Rio de 
la Plata,457 8, 
incleinnily from Brazil, B56. 
indeiH'ndeiUT of Braisil, 741-2, 761, yyg- 
Htu 


John \'I: return to Lisbon, *43, 711-12, 
781, 783; death, H48. 
loan from (.real Britain, 772, 858. 

Maria da td<»ria, renounces throne, 664-5. 
iiHniialion: UHween Simin and Portugal 
regarding Monleviikm (*8*8), 61, 68-9, 
72 3. *374 6, *37H 13^2, I393"'4. 

1H53 9, 1H64 6, 1059, *962 -4, 1965^-70, 
*977 9» *984 5; by (ireat Britain in 
controversy with Brasstl (*825), 652, 
rgi4 5, H24 6, 829, B32-5. 85*, 858. 
rnonarclncal conspiracies witli France and 
BuenoM Aires, 132, 140-2, 1B7, 190, 
.542 3. .545 9. 1065, 

Mcmtevideii, fjueinion of sovereignty over, 


moitqavoredmalion states in 


Brazil, 


856. 

Peter II: recall from Brazil, 728 e* 5®^,, 
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731, 735 seq,, 738, 783-4, 786; reign, 
848-52; abdication, 850-1. 
recognition: of Brazil, 222-3, 802, 806-7, 
8*0, 8*3, 823-6, 832-4, 836, 840, 842, 
846-8, 1527; of Colombia, 1236, 1238, 
1246; of Buenos Aires, 1455. 

Spain, marriage alliances with Portugal, 
717. 

succession to crown, 2*57-8. 
treaties: commercial, with Great Britain, 
670, 674, 679, 691, 72*, 752, 826; of 
peace and alliance, recognizing inde¬ 
pendence of Brazil, 824-6, 832-5, 840, 
842, 8461—8, 858, 

union with Jirazil (1815), 31, 696-9, 781; 

movement in Brazil for reunion, 764, 
^, 77 *. 774 r 795 . 79^. 803, 825, 834. 850. 
See also BruziL 

Posadas, (krvasio Antonio, Supreme Direc¬ 
tor of Buenos Aires: 424-5, 456, 507; 
correspondence, 334. 

Potosi, La Plata; 329, 336, 340, 416, 500, 
640, 682, 685, 696, 703, 820; geography, 
397 . 439 , 459"“bo, 487; mines, 406, 455, 
457, 460, looo-i; Indians conscripted 
as miners, 447; occupation by Mexican 
revolutionists, 1606; reported declara¬ 
tion of independence, 1734. 

Potosi, privateer, 1918-19, 1921, 1926-7, 
*930, 1935 note. 

Pozzo di Borgo, Russian Ambassador at 
Paris, 1384, 1392, *398, 1400, 1506, 
1712-13, 1870, 1878. 

Pradt, Abbf* de, 1822. 

Prager, (George, U. S. vice consul at Tampico, 
correapondence, 1699. 

Presidential Messages. See Messages, U. S. 
presidential. 

Presaa, Josejih de, 2144-5. 

Press: government restrictions on news- 
Iiapers in Buenos Aires and Tucum 4 n, 
428, 513; freedom of, in Buenos Aires, 
428, 464, 513; in Brazil, 763, 787, 799 . 
801; in Chile, 945, 988-91; in Colombia, 
1333. 

Prevoat, John B., special U. S. commissioner 
to South America: 46, 145, 560, 613, 
7*>6. 933. *979, *957; instructions to, 
at Buenos Aires, 106-7, 130-1; and 
affair of Captain Biddle, I33~4, 9 ^ 5 ? 
protest against privateering, *39, 59*; 
efforts to secure commercial concessions 
from Buenos Aires, 140,^ 191; on pro¬ 
jected American federation, 188, 204; 
transmits Colombian complaints against 
Captain Stewart, 219-20; and purchase 
of Lautaro by patriots, 526-7, 555 note; 
Guido's letter regarding activities of, 
552-4 note; ordered by authorities to 
leave Buenos Aires, 557 note; on com¬ 
merce of the U. S. with Chile, 917; at 
Lima, 1021, 1086; at Santiago, 1081; 
correspondence, 45, *34. 537. 54^. 54^. 
545 . 549 . 55 L 552 . 555, 913, 920, 925. 
X036, 1037, 1038, 1040, 1045, 1046, 
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Reghmento pravisoria 1817) of La Plata, 
426^}, 

Reilly, T., II. S. vice consul at Vera Cruz, 
correspondence, 1618, 1619. 

Religion; tolerance secured by treaty in Co- 
lombm, 2oi”*2; Jesuits in Paraguay, 
41H-19, 445-6. 463, 497; church gov¬ 
ernment in Spanish America, 420, 
445-^6 9B6-7; restrictions against 

reading. 463; influence on revolution, 
4651 established Catholic Church, 510- 
ll: reforms in independent government 
of La Plata, 606-H; tolerance in Buenos 
Aires, 64a; in Brazil, 749j f)ower of the 
Church in C*hik% 897 -8, 986“-7, 989-- 
tjo; Church proiK^rly taxed in Brazil, 
97ff”7J status of the PofK?'® nuncio in 
C hile, KHji 2, 1104; Clulean constitu¬ 
tion dictated by clergy, ioc^6-*7; influ¬ 
ence of clergy in Colombia, U52»»3; 
Jesuits optmmi to inde|>endence, 1423; 
proU»ction of the Catholic Cthurch 
nle«l|ec! by Ilurbide, 1603; character of 
Mexican clergy, 1674*^5; profanation of 
cliurchei by foreigners, protested by 
fJoUtical governor of Lima, 
coricorciats lietween Rome and the new 
Americiin governments, 2140-1, 2145- 
67; cii/ftcurty with Spain over ap- 
tKiintmentiof bishops to South America, 
2148. 

Renneval, Baron de, French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs: 5453 memorandum, 
545 7 

RwtrejKj, Jai£‘ Manuel, C!oIombian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs: 1303, 1317; corrc- 
srKjndence, 13x3, 1314, 1318. 

Revolution. Sm under names of countries, 

Rey, Jo^*ph Miguel, Vice President of New 
C*ranada, correajKindence, 1165. 

Reyna /!mc/ta, case of, 295^*8, 704. 

/Crymi de hs Angdes, capture of, 19x5. 

Richelieu, Uuke tie, 64, 66, 103, 1374-^, 
J3B2«4, !3 HMi, 1452, 

Ridgely, Captain, tl, S. navy, I056»“7, 
1730, 1735. 

Rio de la Plata: 500; channel of commerce, 
4ia-“i43 discovery, 457-83 ports, 460; 
boundary tlisimtes lietween Brazil and 
Buenos Aires, tibo, 677, 681, 702»-3, 715, 
7173 efforts of (ireat Britain to keep 
IHirts o|Km, 672 3, 679; U. S. commerce 
promied liy naval vessels, 845; block- 
atle, 672, 817, B27, 829, 842, 844-5, 852- 
6, 8663 free navigation guaranteed by 
(^reat liritain, 867. See also Argentina. 

Rio Maior, C'ount, Portuguese commissioner 
to Brazil, 762, 769, 771, 77^. 

Rioja, La Plata, 395. 439* . , 

Rios, Cdievalier de loi, Spanisii Minister to 
Creat Britain, 15753 corresfKindence, 

Rio#, i^ruvian charge* at Rio da Janeiro, X798. 

Riva Agflero, Jo#6 de la, Peruvian leader, 
632, 1088-9, 1131, ii37» 1745* 


Rivadavia, Bernardino, Minister of State of 
Argentina: 132, 135, 187-8, 191-2, 323, 
327, 331, 423-4, 441, 477-8, 580-3, 589, 
592, 605, 609, 618,621, 624, 627-8, 633- 
4r 637-^, 641, 643, 655, 661, 1113-14, 
1561; President of Argentina, 1121; 
correspondence, 577, 583, 584. 585, 587. 
590, 603, 635, 1377 note. 

Rivadavia, Santiago, 612, 617. 

Rivas y Salmon, Francisco Hilario de, 
Spanish charg6 in the U. S.: 226; cor¬ 
respondence, 226, 263, 286, 2049. 

Rivera, Fructuoso, patriot leader, 350-1, 
650, 705, 817, 819, 822-3, 827. 829, 841, 
2181, 2189. 

Roatan Island, occupation by British, 
888-91. 

Robertson, George R., U. S. consul at 
Tampico, correspondence, 1706. 

Robinson, historian, cited, i6or. 

Robinson, William Davis, prisoner in Mexico, 
62-3, 70“i, 95-6, 1599. 1893, 1895, 
X899-1901. 

Robla, Luis de la, Spanish commissioner to 
Buenos Aires, 622-4. 

Rocafuerte, Vicente: agent of San Salvador 
in the U. S., correspondence, 880; 
Mexican char^6 at London, 1583, 1584. 

Rodil: governor of Lima, 1756,1767,1770-1, 
1775, 17B4; in command of Castles of 
Callao, 645, 820,1100-3, iio6”7, xxio- 
ix, 1776-7, 1779, 1782; force under, 
1749; relations with Tudor, 1753, 
X704-§; correspondence, 1761, 1762. 

Rodney, Caesar: 41-2, 46, 74, 79, 486-7, 
527- 553. 630, 634, 1090, 1957; u. s. 

commissioner to South America, cor¬ 
respondence, 42, 47, 186, (report) 495, 
635; U. S. Minister to Buenos Aires, 
186*^2, 621-2; tribute on death of, 236. 

Rodriguez, Juan M., Central American com¬ 
missioner to the U, S.: 239-40, 880, 884; 
correspondence, 871 . 

Rodrigues, Manuel, Chilean patriot, execu- 
tion, 533 > 934 . 1034* 

Rodriguez, Martin: governor of Buenos 
Aires, 188, 588, 591, 627, 1047-8; 
treaty with Lopez, 562; war with In¬ 
dians, 562-4, 709; at Montevideo, 652, 

Rodriguez, Minister of War of Chile, 617, 
1075, 1079, 1081, 1083. 

Roman Catholic Church. See Religion. ^ 

Rome: status of Pope’s nuncio in Chile, 
1091-2; Colombian Minister to, 1230; 
Mexican representative to, 1662, 1669; 
French offers of friendly offices in behalf 
of Mexico, 1662; difficulties with Spain 
over concordats in America, 2148. 

Romer, Reiner, 170-2, 

Rompt privateer, 1916,1922-3, x926-7,1930, 

1936-41,1951- „ 

Rondeau, Josfe: 340, 507, SH, 553 - 4 ; Su- 
preme Director of La Plata, 338, 424, 
485; governor of Montevideo, 2187. 
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San Martin, Jose Francisco de: 541, 637, 

933, 1019-20, 1030, 1039; liberation of 
Peru, 149, 442, 543, 547, 550, 557, 581, 

588, 929, 1046-9, 1051, 1053-4, 1728; 
Protector of Peru, 189, 595; military 
operations in Chile, 344, 372,485-6,521, 

539 r 573 , 703, 899, 919, 968, 981, 996, 
1031-2; commander of Army of the 
Andes, 424, 438; character of, 530-3, 

1028; and Lord Cochrane, 596, 1060, 

1730; author of provisional constitution 
of Peru, 596-603; supposed monarchical 
tendencies, 616; conspiracy for assassi¬ 
nation of, 704; sends agents to the U. S. 
to secure ships for Chile, 983; occupation 
of Lima, 1055-7, 1085; difficulties with 
Bolivar, 1068, 1251; resigns as Protec¬ 
tor of Peru, 1069-70, 1738; poor health 
of, 1074, 1731-2; loss of influence, 2081; 
correspondence, 352. 

San Miguel, Spanish general, 2028, 2037. 

San Salvador de Guatemala: annexation pro¬ 
posed to the U. S., 239-40, 872-9, 2040; 
declaration of independence, 871-2; 
political situation, 871-80; agents sent 
to the U. S., 871,881; joins new republic 
of Guatemala, 880; of Central America, 
885-6. See also Central America. 

Santa Ana, Antonio Lopez de, 1604, 1608, 

1671, 1683, 1698, 1700-4. 

Santa Cruz, Andres, Peruvian statesman, 

620, 625, 629, 1087, 1089, 1116-17, 
1131-4, 1138, 1308, 1337 note, 1783, 

1799, i8io, 1812-17, 1820-1, 1826, 
1830-2. 

Santa F6: 416, 490; port barred by Buenos 
Aires, 414, 432, ^35; government of 
province by Artigas, 484-5, 506-7; 
threatened revolt against Brazil, 620, 

626. See also Entre Rios. 

Santa Maria, Colombian Minister to Mexico, 

1230, 1235, 1637, 1639-40. 

Santander, Francisco de Paula, Vice Presi¬ 
dent of Colombia: 1216, 1264, 1313, 
1319-21, 1345, 1659, I 799 » 1814, 1817, 
1827-8, 1831, 1838; correspondence, 
p55, 1261. 

Santiago de Chile, 969, loio-ii. 

Santiago del Estero, Argentina: geographical 
description, 395-6, 403-5, 439; rebels 
against government of Buenos Aires, 

432-3* 

Santo Domingo: 3-4, 44, 48; establishment 
of government, 164-5, 1384; Haitian 
mission to France in behalf of inde¬ 
pendence, 1406-7, 1411; indemnities to 
colonists, 1406-7, 1411, 1422, 1424; 
Spanish territory annexed to Haiti, 
1407, 1412; French fleet used to coerce, 
1417, 1419; France's offer to acknowl¬ 
edge independence, 1555-6, 1568, 1572- 
3; acts of U. S. Congress regarding com¬ 
merce with, 1903, 

Sao Paulo, Brazil: 705, 723; petitions Pedro 
to remain in Brazil, 728; Andrada made 
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Brazilian Secretary of State, 730-1; 
intrigues against Pedro, 740; seat of 
Brazilian independence, 744, 747; depu¬ 
ties to general assembly, 755-6; declara¬ 
tion of independence, 761, 764, 819. 

Sarratea, Manuel de: 543 » 552, 555, 563, 
575 » 580, 659; governor of Buenos Aires, 
132, 542; overthrow, 140; President of 
La Plata, 325; mission to Great Britain, 
336, 480, 685, 688, 695; intrigues against 
Pueyrreddn, 379-81; one of triumvirate 
of La Plata, 423, 477-8; relations with 
Artigas, 424, 431, 507. 

Sartoris, P., acting U. S. consul at Rio de 
Janeiro: 1465; correspondence, 711, 712, 
722, 724, 728, 731, 732, 733, 734, 735, 

^ 737 , 738, 740, 741, 742, 743 , 745 - 

Savage, Charles, U. S. consul at Guatemala, 
887. 

Savage, Henry, U. S. acting consul at Guate¬ 
mala, correspondence, 887, 890. 

Saxe Coburg. See Leopold 1 . 

Saxon Minister at Madrid. See Kormeritz. 

Scott, Alexander, U. S. agent to Caracas: 
1168-71,1173; correspondence, 14,1159, 
1163, 1167, 1168. 

Search, right of, 175-6, 1024-5, 1028. 

Serna, Jos6 de la, viceroy of Peru, 566-7,579, 
592, 594, 596, 609, 615, 629, 632-3, 636, 
639, 645, 811-12, 1050, 1054, 1057-8, 
1086-7, 1090, iioo-i, 1232, 1748, 

1751-2, 1758, 1767-8, 1771, I775-6, 
1781-2. 

Serurier, French Minister to the U. S., 13, 
1371,1388. 

Seville, Spain: port of trade with America, 
45I~2; junta of, 904. 

Shaler, William, U. S. consul in Mexico, 
1153, H70; agent at Havana, corre¬ 
spondence, 9. 

Sheldon, Daniel, Jr., U. S. charge at Paris: 
1405, 1494; correspondence, 1385, 1398, 
1399, 1400, 1401, 1404. 

Silver: 329, 336, 340; decline in production, 
406-7; export duty on, 455; mines of 
Chile, 455, 457; of Guasco, 457. See 
also Metals. 

Slave trade: 701; Act of U. S. Congress, 
March 3, 1819, 129; on Amelia island, 
385; abolition, in Buenos Aires, 418, 
479-80, 484, 511; traffic of Spain and 
Great Britain with colonies, 452-3; 
abolition in Chile, 484, 991-2; British 
efforts to abolish, 689-93, 826, 1446; 
abolition in Brazil, 749, 776, 829; dis¬ 
cussion, at Panama Congress, 1287; 
declarations of Vienna regarding, 1858, 
1859; English offer to Spain for relin¬ 
quishment, 1930-1, 1933; treaty be¬ 
tween Spain and England for suppres¬ 
sion, 1962. 

Slocum, G. W., U. S. consul at Buenos 
Aires, 646. 

Smith, Captain, 135-6, io6i, 1065, 1072. 
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Spain, {continued) 

2114, 21 6i~2; attitude toward action by 
the U. S., I96”'7, 1395-6, 1647-8, 1664, 
1987, 1989, 1994-5, 2009-16, 2022; 
efforts of France to influence Spanish 
policy, 861, 2057, 2062, 2070, 2112-13, 
2121, 2135, 2168-9; Great Britain, 
1515-18, 1520, 1555-6, 2112, 2164-5; of 
the U. S., 2075-96; petitioned by Chile, 
Buenos Aires and Venezuela for, 1464; 
manifesto to courts of Europe regard¬ 
ing, 1867, 20x6-21; Colombian offers 
in exchange for, 2162-3, 2165-70, 
2171. 

reprisals, British order for, 175, 1502. 

revolution in colonies, causes of, 420-1, 
992-3, 1321-4. 

Rome, difficulty over concordats with 
American governments, 2140-1, 2145- 
67,2148. 

Russia: policy toward Spanish-American 
affairs, 22, 29-30, 61, 68-9, 71-4, 107-8, 
290, 1186, 1853-9, 1864-6, 1871, 1875, 
I933> I947r 2048; urged by the U, S. to 
promote peace with, 244-50, 253-60, 
263-8, 270-1, 273-4, 278-80, 654, 
1288, 1291, 1569-70, 1645, 1648, 1653, 
1655, 1875-9, 1886-7. 

San Juan de UMa, siege and fall: 273-4, 
1292, 1621, 1628, 1643-5;—effect in 
Spain, 2097-8, 2110. 

treaty relations: with the U. S., San 
Lorenzo el Real (1795), 80, 287, 359; 
regarding Florida (1819), 108-26,177-8, 
1175, 1193. 1237-8, 1254, 1864, 1946-8, 
I959“6 i, 1979-81, 1986-2000; with Co¬ 
lombia, 157,1203,1205, 1209,1231; with 
Mexico, 157: with Peru, 157, 625, 627, 
629, 632-3; of C6rdova, 871,1270,1610- 
II, 1613-14, 1664-5, 2006-8, 2013; 
agreements with colonies nullified, 197, 
1270-1; with Buenos Aires, 478, 622-3, 
623-5 note, 627, 629, 1499, 1501; with 
Portugal (1777), 389, 436; charges 
Great Britain with violation, 1532, 

1537,.1542-3, 1547, I549‘ 

war with England threatened, 1584, 

1587-9- 

Special agents. See Agents under countries. 

Staples, British consul at Buenos Aires, 
325, 327, 520, 522. 

Stewart, Charles, U. S. naval commander, 
207, 219-20, 634-6, 845, 1076, 1085-6, 
1090, iioi, 1735, 1752. 

Stewart, Sir Charles. See Stuart. 

Stewart, Washington, U. S. consul at Co- 
quimbo, 919-20. 

Stoughton, Thomas, Spanish consul at New 
York: 1953; correspondence, 1927 note, 
1953-6 notes; affidavit, 1976-7 notes. 

Stratford-Canning, 1573. 

Strangford, Lord, British Minister to Brazil, 
335, 671, 676, 678, 696, 1590. 

Strong, appointed U. S. consul at Buenos 
iSires by Worthington, 519, 538-9. 


Stratford de Redcliffe. See Stratford- 
Canning. 

Stuart, Sir Charles: British mediator be¬ 
tween Portugal and Brazil, 652, 816, 
821, 823-6, 828-9, 832-5, 842, 845-6, 
848, 851, 853-4, 1572; British Ambassa¬ 
dor at Paris, 1494-6, 1504, 1517, 1522. 

Suchtelen, Russian ambassador at Stock¬ 
holm, 1872. 

Sucre, Antonio Jose: 830, 1354, 1742-3, 
1799, 1825; defeat of Spanish forces in 
Peru, 629, 645, 647-9, 820, iioo-i, 
1267, 1774-5, 1778; convenes Congress 
for Upper Peru, 820; surrender of Can- 
terac, 821, 1103; Director of Upper 
Peru, 1086; expulsion from Bolivia, 
1130-3,1836; Colombian war with Peru 
and convention of Gir6n, 1138, 1330-I, 
1326,1336,1800,1817-18,1839, 1842-4; 
republican sentiments of, 1338-9; revo¬ 
lution in Upper Peru, 1828-32; corre¬ 
spondence, 648-9 note. 

Sumter, Jr., Thomas, U. S. Minister to 
Brazil: 23, 64, 67, 73, 369, 383, 712; 
correspondence, 5, 41, 52, 65, 669, 671, 
672, 675, 676, 680, 681, 682, 684, 686, 
689, 696, 701, 1147, 

Sweden 

agents: to Colombia, 205-6, 1244-6, 

1253; to Chile, 1036. 

commerce: with Colombia, 1245-6, 1253, 
1459; with South America in general, 
1409. 

Russian influence on policy toward 
Spanish colonies, 1872. 

ships intended for Mexican agents de¬ 
tained, 1878-9. 

Tacon, Francisco, Spanish Minister to the 
U. S., correspondence, 289, 295, 298. 

Tacuba, occupied by Mexicans, 1610-11. 

Tacubaya: occupied by Mexicans, 1610, 
1611; Congress, 1834, 1836. 

Tagle, Gregorio, Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs of Argentina: 135,140, 191, 352, 
355.357-8.368,374,384,505,530,611- 
14,641,930-1; correspondence, 357,358. 

Tagle, Jose Bernardo. See Torre Tagle. 

Talcahuano, Chile: capture by patriots, 
941; geographical description, 1013-14. 

Tarqui, battle of, 1330. 

Tatishchef, Dmitri, Russian Minister at 
Madrid, 1933-4. 1947, 1963, 1987. 

Taxes: levies in Argentina, 323, 436-7, 448- 
50, 592; Spanish colonial system, 436-7, 
449-52, 496, 973-4, 976-7; system in 
Chile, 914, 969, 973-5, 976-8; on min¬ 
ing, 929, 963. See also Customs. 

Taylor, Thomas, privateering activities, 
1916, 1942. 

Taylor, William, U. S. consul for Vera Cruz 
and Alvarado: 1618; correspondence, 
1620, 1621, 1643, 1644. 

Tea Plants case of, 1730-1. 

Teca, Spanish Minister to Russia, 1865. 
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Teron, execution of, 1793-4. 

Tertischeff. See Tatishchef, 

Texada, Colombian Minister to Rome, 
1526-7. 

Texas, annexed to the U. S., 1364. 

Thompson, Martin, deputy of Argentina to 
the U, S., - 59 . 341-2, 346-7. ^ 

Thompson, Smith, Secretary of the Navy 
of the U. S., correspondence, loi. 

Thompson, William D., detention at Cam- 
. peachy, 70-1. 

Tithes. See Taxes. 

Todd, Charles S., U. S. agent to Colombia: 
188-9, 200, 204, 207, 619,1225,1268-9; 
correspondence, 126, 144, 160, ii90j 
1192, 1193, 1196, 1197, ii99» 1200, 
1202, 1203, 1204, 1205, 1210, 1223, 
1226,1227,1229,1232,1233,1237, 1243, 
1244,1246,1249,1251,1253,1254,1255, 
1261, 1263, 1265, 1266, 1268, 1278. 

Toledo, Jos6 Alvarez de: heads revolution¬ 
ary expeditions, 19-20, 33-4, 1892-3, 
1895, 1899, 1900-1; defection to Spain, 
I93i“3. . ^ 

Tompkins, Daniel D., 6, ii. 

Toreno, Count, Spanish statesman, 2000-1, 
2007, 2009. 

Tornel, Jose Maria: 313, 1637-8; Mexican 
Minister to the U. S., correspondence, 
1707. 

Toro, Juan, 1200, 

Torre Tagle, Marquis of, 620, 629, 1068, 
1732, 1747, 1749 * 

Torres, Lozano, 1987. 

Torres, Manuel: 161-2,196,198-200, 206-7, 
619, 754» 1206, 1226-9, 1233, 1271; 
Colombian agent in the U. S., corre¬ 
spondence, 144,160; Venezuelan charge 
in the U. S., correspondence, Ii77f 1183; 
Colombian charge in the U. S., corre¬ 
spondence, 1185,1189,1200,1206, 1209, 
1216, 1217, 1218. 

Tovar Ponte, Martin: 1361; correspondence, 

1143. 

Transportation: early methods in Argentina, 
408-14; in Chile, 965-9, looi. 

Treaties and conventions: Utrecht (I 7 I 5 )» 
Spain and Great Britain, peace, 452, 
458; Paris (1763), Spain, France and 
Great Britain, peace, 458; San Ildefonso 
(i 777 )j Spain and Portugal, boundaries 
in South America, 389,436; Paris (1778), 
U. S. and France, amity and commerce, 
367; San Lorenzo (1795), U. S. and 
Spain, friendship and delimitation, 80, 
287,359; Paris (1803), U. S. and France, 
purchase of West Florida, 5; London 
(1809), Spain and Great Britain, amity, 
peace and alliance, 1532, 1542, 1549; 
Rio de Janeiro (1810), Portugal and 
Great Britain, friendship and commerce, 
670, 674, 691, 699, 721, 732; Madrid 
(1814), Spain and Great Britain, amity 
and alliance, 1542,1549; Madrid (1817), 


Spain and Great Britain, suppression of 
slave trade, 70, 1962; (1818?) Banda 
Oriental [Artigas] and Great Britain, 
commercial agreement, 435, 437f 44<^> 
508-9; Washington (1819), U. S. and 
Spain, amity, cession and delimitation, 
108-26, 177-8, 1175, ii93r 1237-8, 
1254, 1864, 1946-8, 1959-61, 1979-81, 
1986-2000; Buenos Aires (1819), France 
and Buenos Aires, secret agreement 
regarding reception of Bourbon prince, 
542, 549, 1050; Buenos Aires (1819), 
Chile and La Plata, for liberation of 
Peru, 1190; Truxillo (1820), Spain and 
Colombia, regulation of conduct of war, 
I 57 » 1203, 1205, 1209; (1820) Buenos 
Aires and Santa Fe, peace between 
Rodriguez and Lopez, 562; Cordova 
(1821), Mexico and Spain, embodying 
plan of Iguala, 157, 197, 871, 1270, 
1610-11, 1613-14, 1664-5, 2O06-|-8, 

2013;Guayaquil (1822), Peru and Spain, 
preliminaries of peace, 157, 627, 629, 
632-3; Lima (1822), Peru and Colom¬ 
bia, union and alliance, 188-9, 1^71 ? 
1239, 1244-5; Buenos Aires (1823), 
Colombia and Buenos Aires, friendship 
and alliance, 617-18; Buenos Aires 
(1823), Buenos Aires and Spain, pre¬ 
liminaries of peace, 622, 623—5 note, 
627, 629, 149Q, 1501; Bogota (1824), 
U. S. and Colombia, amity and com¬ 
merce, 227-8; (1825?) Brazil and Matto 
Grosso, treaty of union, 830; Rio de 
Janeiro (1825), Brazil and Portugal, 
independence, 832-5, 840, 842, 847-8, 
858; Rio de Janeiro (1826), Brazil and 
France, commerce and navigation, 855- 
7; Buenos Aires (1825), Great Britain 
and Buenos Aires, 1528, 1564, 1572; 
Bogota (1825), Colombia and Great 
Britain, friendship and commerce, 1564, 
I 57 i~ 3 » 1575; London (1826), Great 
Britain and Mexico, amity and com¬ 
merce, 1122, 1661, 1677-8; Panama 
(1826), Peru, Mexico, Central America 
and Colombia, league and confederation, 
1303-4; Paris (1827) Mexico and 
France, commercial arrangement, 1661- 
2, 1668-9; Rio de Janeiro (1828), 
Brazil and Buenos Aires, independence 
of Banda Oriental, 663, 865-7, 2187-8; 
Piquisa (1828), Bolivia and Peru, 
peace, 1131-2; Gir6n (1829), Peru and 
Colombia, preliminaries of peace, 1326, 
1330-1, 1336. See also Treaty relations 
under names of countries. 

Tripartite proposal of Great Britain to 
France and the U. S. regarding Cuba, 
254-62, 1560-6, 1568, 1578, 1580, 
1586-8. 

Triton, capture of, 1951, 1969. 

Tucum^n: congress of July 9, 1816, 344, 
397 » 423 » 426-7, 485 » 490 » 499 J geo¬ 
graphical description, 396, 403-5, 416, 
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43 «). 4^7; defeat of royalists, Ajg; aid 
X '* 597 . (>02. 

I utlor, \\ illiain: ^<65 note, 1754; U. S. consul 
at Lnna, correBiKindence, 1740. 17^2 

J755. X75K. 1761. 1762.1764,1766.1768 
'773. 1774. I77f>. 177811780,1781, 
1782, J7H3, 17H5. 17H6. 1788, 170X 
1792, 1708, 1700, i8ch), iBos, 

JHt2, 1814, 1H15, 1823, 1825, 1B3I, 
{833, 1840, 1H44; u, S. dmrge at Rio cle 
_ , lonwfKHultfru-c?, 865, 867. 

lulancrngu, relndlion of, i68l, i6cj6, 1704, 
I UfMc Anuifu, revolt against Spain, 
rurner. Hmmh Minister to C ulombia, 1364. 
I urreau tie lanit^res, Baron, b'rench Am- 
liiimtdor to the IL S., 3 *4. 
luyll, Bpon de, Russian'Minister to the 
U. h.: 271, 275; eorresiKKidence, 209, 
252, 364, I86H. 

Unartue, nifKdiro, (k)2, 1779, 1787. 1700. 

, * 793 - 4 . tHlH. ’ 

Uniti^i Pfovinees of Central America. 
:sm ( entral America. 

United Provinces of South America, X40, 

* f * ^^ 7 * ^See also Argentina. 

United States 

actiof congrew: (March3,18x9) to protect 
commerce and punish piracy, tjr H, 129, 
167, U79-4ioj (March 3, xHi;) to pre- 
serve the neutral relations of the II. S,, 
too, 1919-20, t923--4, 1933, X935, 1936- 
7 note, 1939 note, 1941, 1943, 1945, jn. 
53 * *955"^*;(PelJ. 28, 1806, and I'cb. 24, 
xto/), prohibiting commerce with rebels 
of Santo Domingo, 1903. 
agents, diplomatic and consular: ex- 
cliangcfl with Argentina, 59, 64, 83, 
89 too, tab, t39-^{>o, 309~io, 2x6, 
320 I, 341-2, 346 7, 608-9, 6x8-19, 
631-2, 1450, X56i; with C'hile, 59, 309- 
10, 216. 314-15, 915-16, X048, 1067, 
xmpa 4, itK/), iru, iix8-2x, 1x32, 
2136; with Venezuela, 89, 90, roo, 104, 
1143., 1148-50, 116772, 1174, 1176-7; 
Spaiush, not acknowledged, 91; ex¬ 
changed with t'olombia, 126 note, X44 
note, Uk> 2, 198, 209-10, 2i6-r7, 6x9, 
1226 8, 1235 6; with Braxil, 14X, 143, 
222-3, 3(a), 670, 700, 736, 749, 776, 
779 Ho, 781. 793^5, 802, 807, 82r-2, 
826, 832 note, 833, 836-9, 1752-3; with 
Mexico. 210, 310, 1594-5, 1597“^, 
1614* 16, 1641; reception of Poinsett m 
Mexico, 1623-3, 1625-6, X677; U. S. 
consuls not atimitted into Cuba, 2059- 
61, 2c>f>3--5, 2074. 

aid iigainat Spain: aougltt by Argentina, 
33:2-5, 339 ,, 34 »- 9 , 354; by 
C hile, Hc; 5 6; by Mexico, 1593. 

Amelia iiliind, profKjml occupation, 89-90, 
3H5^C>, 5cg>, 949 -50, 1175-6, 1179- 
1371. i37<^ 7r 1442, i960, 1965. 
arms l»aught by Argentina and Chile in, 
76* 8, 321-2, 326, 352-3, 898. 


Canning proposals for joint action with 
threat Britain in South America, 210- 
16, 1092-3, 1478-95, 1501, 1506, 1510- 

captures, orders against unlawful, 192 s 

C^hile, educational offers to, 1x27-8 
citizens; recruited to join revolutionists, 
1^-21, 31-4, 1954-5 notes; detained at 
Cartagena, 23-5, 27-8, 35; in Mexico, 
62-3, 70-1, 95-6, 1599, 1893, 1895, 
1899-1901; held at Havana; 96^7 
accused of unneutral conduct, 862-4; 
expelled frorn Caracas, 1x63-4; taken 
prisoners m Santa Marta, 1169; forced 
to enroll in Colombian navy, 1219-20, 
1222; aid to revolutionists, protested by 
Spam, loor, 1949-50; release of persons 
captured by Spam 111 service of colonies, 
2141-2. ' 

C.oloinbia, armistice request to Spain on 
behalf of, 270-4, 280, 1297-8, 1425-6, 
£882-3, 2127-35, 2137-8. 
commercial relations; with Santo Do- 
mingo, 3, 4, 164-5; France, 7-8, 1372; 
Colombia, 203-4, 1143, XI45, ii5x, 
i^l 53 i il 55 “”b, X2I4-I5, 12x8, 1255, 
*265, 1348; Brazil, 238, 670, 673, 699- 
700, 724, 749 . 789, 792, 793 - 5 . 807, 817, 
862-4; Argentina, 329-30. 337, 373, 
414-15, 456 - 7 , 504, 586-7. 642-3; 
Chile, 933,943-^4.951-2, 984-5, xoor-5, 
1020, 1062-3, 1105; China, 1002-4, 
1049; Venezuela, 1172-3, xr8x-2, 1350- 
I. 1359-fjo. 

messages. See Messages, 
U. S. presidential. 

Culm and Porto Rico: policy toward 
Spanish possession, X85-6, 242-3, 247- 
50, 271-2, 278-9, 306-8, 313-X4, 1413- 
IB, I420-X X553-5, 1558-60, 1570, 

1577-80, 1584-5, 1587-9, 1630, 1645, 
1653-5, 1873-^, 1879-80, 2025-7, 2063- . 
4, 2086-7; tripartite proposal of Great 
Britain, 254-62, 1560-6, 1568, 1578, 
1580, X586-8, 

earthquake, congressional appropriation 
for sufferers in South America (1811), 
1170,1257. 

expeditions; in aid of colonies, protested 
by Spain, 19-21, 30-6, 1457-9, 1892-3, 
1895-6, ^ 1899-1903, 1966-7; against 
Porto Rico, 163-4, 2028-32. 

Florida, acquisition from Spain, 5-6, 8-11, 
50, X09-10, 344, 1020, 1175, I37i“'2, 
1379, 1384. 1389, 1395-7, 1434, 1448, 
H53i 1457. 1711, i86i~2, 1892, 1897-9, 
I 947f 1984. 1986, 1991-^. See aha 
treaty relations below, 
foreign relations, status in 18x7, 359-60. 
Galveston, occupation of, 949-50, 1175, 
tr ^949, 1966-7. 

Key West used by Mexican navy, 285-9,. 
295-8. 
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Uruguay {cmtinusd) 

treaty relationB: commercial agreement 
with Great Britain 435, 437, 

440, 508^;; between Brazil and Argen¬ 
tina, 57^-7» 663, 823, 829-30, 856, 

865-7, U2I, 2187-8. 

Valdez, Ckmeral, 640, 645, 8ri, 1087, 1089- 
90, 1100-1!, 1738, 1751, 1767-8, 1771, 
1774. 177 ^^ 

Valdivia, l*eclro de, loio, 1013, ioi6. 

Valdivia, C‘hile, 964'’"5. 97i-’3» X016-I7, 
1100. 

Valift’i Ordkmtmrtce de la Marine^ cited, 176. 

ValtmraiBo, (*hile, 970-r, 1073. 

Van Buren, Martin, U. S. StH!ralary of State, 
corrw|Knuknire, 303, 304, 305, 309, 312, 

314. 

V*an Mm, Gornelum B., U. S. Miniater to 
Sfmin, currcHtKHulence, 305, 312. 

Varga», hoUb land grant in Floricla, 113-14. 

Vattel, cited, 117-19, 572. 

Velez, Alcjnnclfo, Golojnbian charg'* in the 
U. S.: 302 3; correH|K)ndtMice, 299, 1324. 

Velese, Diaz, 623, 630, 652. 

Venadilo, t’onde del. Set A|Kalaca. 

Venegaa, Franciwt^o J., viceroy of Mexico, 
160U 

Venezuela 

agenU: exchanged with the U. S., 89-90, 
100, 104, 1143, 1148-50, 1167-72, 
1174, 1176 7; with (Jreat Britain, 

145^; cammiaaiemers ordered to leave 
Stmin, 2005. 
agriculture, 1 161-2. 
blfK'kiicJe by Snain, 166, 172. 

Hriliah policy m, 1181-2, 1343-5. 
ronmiercml rehulan«: with the U. S., 
ityj 3, ri8i-j, I35t>^b 1359^60; with 
Great Britain, liHi a; projK^sed, with 
Swerlen, 1459* 
conBtitutkm, 1153, n55-(h 
decree of C'olotnbia relating to foreign 
cilizenB in Venezuela, 275. 
defenm?: arnw Unight in the tJ. S,, 1144; 
military force, 1155 6; British soldiers 
in, 11 Hr 2. 

eartluiuake, n57-f>i, 1170, 1187, 1257. 
e<iucalton, 1182. 
hug, mitional, 1153, 1155. 
geography*, provinces comprising (iBil), 
U50; dm!ription, 1161-3. 
government: patriot established (1B17), 
1174: Bolivar made dictator, u8o-l; 
excTUtives of, 1183; |K>wer of Paez in, 
i^^36j following separation from Colom¬ 
bia, 1347-8, 1356-^8; concessions made 
by (Vdombia, 1357. 

indejiendence: 12 -i 5 , 55, 142, 149, 194, 
497 » H)44, 1150, 1152, 1187, 1201; 
cWlaratian, 13-14, 1154-5, 1206-8. 
MoriHo proclamation, 1200-1. 
privateering, 128-30, 166--85, 1179. 
recognition: by the If. S., 13-14, 57”“8, 
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1373; petition to Great Britain and other 
mediators, 1379-81 note, 1464. 

revolution, 1152, 1158 et sea., 1170-4, 
1183. ii87“8, 1393. 

treaty relations with the U. S., I3«53, 

1355*^6. 

union: with New Grenada, under Colombia 
(1819), 126-7, I44i H9, 195, 1143 
note, 1187, 1199, 1204; fundamental 
law of union, 1206-8 note, 12x2-13; 
separation from Colombia (1829), 275, 
1143, 1300-1, 1304-6, 1309, 1316, 1319, 
1325, 1341-67. 

United States citizens expelled from 
Caracas, 1163-4. 

See also Colombia, 

Vengansa, case of, 1734-6. 

Vera Cruz: siege by Santa Ana, 1608; sur¬ 
render to Mexicans, 1612; attacked by 
forces of San Juan de Ui6a, 1618-20; 
legislature attacks Poinsett, 1662-8. 
1681, ^ 

Vergara, Estanislao, Secretary for Foreign 
AfTairs of Colombia: 1329-30, 1332, 
1340; correspondence, 1330. 

Vergara, Juan Francisco de, afRdavit, 
1927-8 note. 

Verona Congress, 1238, 1499, 2026, 2031, 

ViceroyaUies, government under Spanish, 
419-21, 444 et seq., 495 et seq. 

Victoria, Guadalupe, President of Mexico: 
1532, 1626, 1636-9, 1654-5, 1670-1, 
1677, 16B0, 1843; address to British 
charg6, 1623; Poinsett's address and his 
reply, 1623, 162^, 1641; proclamation 
on Spanish invasion, 1670-1 note. 

Vidal, 611, 613-1^. 

Vidaurre, Peruvian Minister of Foreign 
^ AfTairs, 18x6, 1830, 1832. 

Vieira, Francisco Josd, Brazilian Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, 726, 730. 

Vienna Congress, 693-4, 698, 1857-8. 

Villalobos, Antonio Argote, Spanish consul 
at Norfolk: 179, 1936, 1952; corre¬ 
spondence, 1912 note, 1935-41 notes. 

Villar de Fuente, Count de, 1761-4. ^ 

Villa Real, Count, Portuguese Minister at 
London, 1527. 

Vill^le, Count de, French Minister, 1399, 
1409, 1421, 1423, 1425-6, 1526, 1633, 
1668-9, 2113. 

Virgin del Carmen, privateer, 168, 170. 

Vives, Francisco Dionisio: governor of Cuba, 
184, i66o, 2026, 2035; Spanish Minister 
to the U. S,, 1193, 1238, 1395-7, 1587, 
1998. 

Ward, British Ambassador to Russia, 1538, 

Ward, "^ir Henry George, British charge in 
Mexico, 1581, 1626, 1631-9. 1656; 
address of Victoria to, 1623. 

War-ships, sale to belligerents, 73, 77-8, 
107-8, 287, 290-1, n86, 1374‘"5- 
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\V«iks«w»n, 4- 

\V|lk8ll***Sl» 14rSil<‘Hi4i4t, ^ ^ tl4^ii:»l a»Hl.*rs. 
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lu Hiirmpit A«rr«. i li«lr 4n4 fVin 
«>4. t4«», 477. 54^1, 54i.|, *ii,|. 
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